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I jftj ‘ Lji^ I jft liijj jij Ja^I ^i£i ijft jij ^i£i I jft 

. j.uJI 4j^ ^jls- (jdiiil f^Lluil ^Jle■ JJj jAj j^l ^ 


(j.ll99/>596 cj) ^pLouJI ^ yUj t> 


No one ever wrote a book without, on the following day, saying, 

‘Had such-and-such been changed it would have been better; 
had such-and-such been added it would have been more acceptable; 

had such-and-such been stated earlier it would have been 
preferable; and had such-and-such been omitted it would have been 
more elegant. ’ 

Such a phenomenon is one of the great lessons and evidence of the 
inherent insufficiency of all members of the human race. 


'’al-Qadi ‘'abd ^al-Rajam '’al-Bisani (d. 596 A.H./1199 A.D.) 




FOREWORD 


From an early date, the study of the text of the Qur’an has been the 
eentral eoneem of all seholars in Islamie eivilization. Before the 
death of the Prophet, if the believers did not understand the 
revelation, they eould ask the Prophet himself. Many prophetie 
traditions relate how believers asked him about the meaning of a 
verse or a word, and how he explained its meaning to them. But after 
Islam had spread aeross a large area, and many new eonverts whose 
mother tongue was not Arable began to reeite the text and listen to its 
reeitation, problems of eomprehension beeame a real issue. From an 
early period, seholars eolleeted diffieult lexieal items from the 
Qur’anie text. No less an authority than '’ibn ‘’abbas (d. 68 A.H./687 
A.D.) is often eredited with the first eommentary on the text. His 
Tafsir is quoted by many later eommentators, and although the 
eolleetions that have been published under this title probably do not 
go baek to him, there ean be no doubt that his explanations found 
their way into later eommentaries through his students. Likewise, the 
treatise on the Lughdt "’al-Qur^’dn that has been transmitted under his 
name may not really be his, but there ean be no doubt that he 
initiated a eoneem about diffieult lexieal items in the text. 

In the first eenturies of Islam, philologieal and theologieal 
exegesis of the Qur’an still went hand in hand, but in later times 
philology beeame a separate field. This led to the publieation of 
treatises with titles sueh as Gharlb "’al-Qur^’an, in whieh diffieult 
words with an obseure meaning were eolleeted. Sueh treatises are 
reported from grammarians like ‘’abu ‘’ubayd, ’ibn Durayd, 
’ibn Faris, ’ibn ‘’al-Sikkit and Tha^lab, to mention only some of the 
best known. Most of these treatises have not been preserved, but the 
famous Kitdb tafsir gharlb "’al-Qur^’an by ‘’ibn Qutayba (d. 
276A.H./889 A.D.) was edited by Saqr (Cairo: 1958; repr. Beirut 
1978). 
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The lexicographical exegesis of the Qur’an was not confined to 
wordlists, but it became an integral part of the Tafsir literature as 
well. The earliest commentaries on the Qur’an that have been 
preserved give us a fairly good picture of which items were regarded 
by the commentators as difficult. They explain difficult words in the 
text by paraphrasing them with other words that were more likely to 
be understood by their readers. Muqatil ^ibn Sulayman (d. 150 
A.H./767 A.D.), for instance, paraphrases the word mubln whenever 
it occurs with bayyin ‘clear’, and when the phrase khalidma flha 
occurs in a verse, Muqatil always adds '’ay la yamutuna ‘i.e., they do 
not die’. These are not exegetical, but lexicographical, remarks, 
instigated by the presumed lack of knowledge on the part of the 
believers. This procedure gives us a unique window onto the level of 
comprehension by common believers in the first and second 
centuries of Islam. One may assume that the overriding concern of 
the early commentators was to make sure that the believers 
understood every single word of the Holy Text. Yet, they were also 
interested in the meanings of the words as such, witness their interest 
in foreign loanwords in the vocabulary of the Qur’ an. This became a 
controversial issue at a later period, but at this early stage was 
apparently not regarded as something out of the ordinary. Thus, for 
instance, Muqatil informs us that the word firdaws ‘paradise’ is a 
Greek word, and that the word ’istabraq ‘brocade’ comes from 
Persian. This is purely lexicographical information, which does not 
serve any exegetical purpose. The tradition of quoting from the 
Qur’an to illustrate the basic meaning of words was continued by 
later lexicographers, even though they concentrated more on 
shawahid from poetry. In the first dictionary of Arabic, the Kitdb ’al- 
"ayn that is attributed to ’al-Khalll ’ibn '’ahmad (d. 175 A.H./791 
A.D.), for instance, the number of quotations from the Qur’an is 
surprisingly low. 

Yet, the importance of the language of the Qur’an as a source of 
linguistic knowledge is obvious from the thousands of quotations in 
grammatical treatises. Some of the earliest grammatical treatises 
were direct commentaries on the text, for instance ’al-Farra’’s (d. 
207 A.H./822 A.D.) Ma^dnl "al-Qur^dn and "’al-^’akhfash’s (d. 215 
A.H./830 A.D.?) book with the same title. In these commentaries. 
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lexicographical information was integrated in the general discussion, 
although the authors seem to have been more interested in analysing 
the linguistic structure of the text. In Sibawayhi’s (d. 177 A.H./793 
A.D.?) Kitdb the shift is complete: he quotes the Qur’an (more than 
440 times!), not in order to elucidate its meaning, but as evidence of 
the structure of Arabic, of which the text of the revelation is the 
prime example. 

Grammarians were primarily interested in the value of the text of 
the Qur’an as the most important source of correct Arabic. Their 
entire discipline was intended to be an ancillary to the religious 
sciences, but one sometimes gets the impression that they used this 
important function as an excuse for their passionate study of the 
Arabic language itself. Later grammarians routinely introduce their 
treatises by pointing out how important the study of grammar and 
lexicography is for the study of the Qur’an. The grammarian ’al- 
Zamakhshari (d. 538 A.H./1144 A.D.), for instance, states in the 
introduction to his Mufassal that he felt compelled to write his 
grammar because of the slander advanced by the Shu‘’ubiyya against 
the Arabic language. He argues that God has chosen Arabic, rather 
than any foreign language, for His last revelation, which 
demonstrates its superiority. Therefore, knowledge of grammar is 
indispensable for all those who wish to understand this revelation 
and the Islamic sciences. Apparently, even when grammarians were 
mainly attracted by the subtleties of Arabic grammar, they still felt 
the need to justify their interest by pointing out how important the 
study of grammar was for understanding the Qur’ an. 

The emphasis on the grammatical aspects of the language of the 
Qur’an rather than the lexical aspects is obvious from the many 
treatises on the declension of the Qur’an or the style of the Qur’an. 
By contrast, no special dictionaries of the Qur’anic lexicon seem to 
have existed in the Classical period. That is to say, there were 
collections of difficult words, but no dictionaries that dealt with the 
entire lexicon, no monographs dealing exclusively with the lexicon 
of the Qur’an. One reason for this apparent lack may have been that 
the lexicographers did not feel the need to compile such a dictionary 
because all words from the Qur’ an could be found in any dictionary. 
In the modem age this has changed, and special dictionaries are now 
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produced regularly, chief among them being the Egyptian Mu^'jam 
"’alfa^ "’al-Qur^’an "’al-karlm published in two volumes by the Arabic 
Language Academy in Cairo (1970). 

The absence of trustworthy dictionaries used to be true of the 
Western study of Arabic, as well. All Orientalist lexicographers, 
from Golius to Dozy, did include the lexicon of the Qur’an in their 
dictionaries, but they do not seem to have felt the urge to compile a 
dictionary of those words exclusively contained in the revelation. For 
a long time, Flugel’s concordance of the Qur’an (Leipzig, 1842) 
remained the only work in which all words were listed, albeit 
without a translation. The concordance was reprinted regularly (for 
instance, in New Delhi 1992), until it was superseded by ‘’abd ^al- 
Baqi’s concordance, '’al-Mu^'jam al-mufahras li-^’alju^ "’al-Qur^’dn 
"al-karlm (Cairo, 1958). 

In Islamic languages other than Arabic, dictionaries were 
compiled to facilitate the comprehension of the text of the Qur’an for 
common believers with little knowledge of Arabic. There is, for 
instance, a dictionary compiled by Shaikh Abdulkarim Parekh 
entitled Complete Easy Dictionary of the Qur’an (Kuala Lumpur: 
Noordeen, 2003), in which each Arabic word has its meaning in 
English given beneath, in the order of the text. This dictionary was 
also translated into Bengali, Urdu, and Turkish. Other dictionaries of 
this category include Abdul Mannan Omar’s Dictionary of the Holy 
Qur’an (Rheinfelden: Noor Foundation International, 3rd ed., 2005), 
though dictionaries of this kind were never meant to be scholarly 
research tools. 

The first Arabic/English Qur’anic dictionary, and for a long time 
the only one, was John Penrice’s, Dictionary and Glossary of the 
Koran, which was published in 1873, and has been reprinted ever 
since. Nothing much is known about the author, except that he came 
from East Anglia, and that he was Patron of the Living in Little 
Plumstead in the Diocese of Norwich, as Serjeant mentions in the 
introduction to the reprint of 1971 (New York: Praeger). No other 
publications are listed under Penrice’s name. Apparently, he was an 
admirer of the style of the Qur’an, of which he writes in his preface, 
‘beauties there are, many and great; ideas highly poetical are clothed 
in rich and appropriate language, which not infrequently rises to a 
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sublimity far beyond the reaeh of any translation’. Beeause of the 
diffieulties the beginner in Arabie experienees in understanding the 
text, he deeided to write a dietionary with the Arabie motto Silk '’al- 
bayanfl manaqib ^al-Qur^an, whieh he himself translates as ‘a elue 
of elueidation to the intrieate passages of the Kor-an’. 

Penriee’s dietionary, whieh eontains all words oeeurring in the 
text of the Qur’an, has been reprinted numerous times, the most 
reeent reprint being that of 2004 (Mineola, NY: Dover Publieations). 
Apart from the faet that it has beeome outdated, it has also beeome 
diffieult to eonsult, beeause it uses Fliigel’s edition of the Qur’an and 
his numbering of the verses, whieh differs from that of the standard 
Cairo edition. In 2006, Duraid Fatouhi published a re-edition of the 
Penriee Dietionary (Kuala Lumpur: IBT Publieations, 2006), in 
whieh he replaeed the old numbering of the verses with that of the 
Cairo edition, and substituted more reeent translations, sueh as that 
by Yusuf Ali, for those used by Penriee. The most reeent 
Arabie/English Qur’anie dietionary is A Concise Dictionary of 
Koranic Arabic by Arne Ambros and Stephan Proehazka, whieh was 
published in 2004 (Wiesbaden: L. Reiehert). As the title indieates, 
this is a eoneise dietionary, whieh does not give a detailed analysis of 
the lexieon. 

There was, therefore, a tremendous need for a new seholarly 
dietionary of the voeabulary of the Qur’an, with eomplete translation 
of all words, in whieh the abundant information in the eommentary 
literature would be taken into aeeount. Sueh a dietionary has now 
been eompiled by two eminent seholars. Prof. Elsaid Badawi and 
Prof. Muhammad Abdel Haleem. The information in this dietionary 
is presented by root, as in most dietionaries, but an interesting feature 
is that at the beginning of eaeh lemma the entire semantie range of 
the root is given, together with a frequeney eount of eaeh form 
belonging to the root. This enables the reader to survey at one glanee 
the semantie domain of the root. For eaeh individual lexieal unit, the 
meanings in different eontexts are earefully distinguished. Thus, for 
an important notion like kitdb, no less than fourteen different 
meanings are given, from ‘written doeument’ to ‘preseribed 
punishment’, eaeh of whieh is illustrated with a quotation from the 
text, with full translation. Grammatieal items have been given speeial 



FOREWORD 


XU 

attention. This means that the dietionary will serve as a very useful 
referenee tool, not only for the speeialist, but also for beginning 
readers, who inevitably need as much support as they can get in their 
first efforts to understand the text. 

One could hardly imagine a more qualified team of scholars for 
this tremendous task. They share a common background, both having 
received their first training at the Azhar University, where at an early 
age they studied the Qur’an and the Islamic sciences. They both 
continued their training in Britain, Prof. Badawi at the London 
School of Oriental and African Studies and Prof. Abdel Haleem at 
the University of Cambridge. Prof. Abdel Haleem now heads the 
Centre of Islamic Studies and teaches at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, specialising in the stylistics of the Qur’an. He has 
published the book Understanding the Qur’an: Themes and Styles 
(London, 2001), that has become a standard text, as well as an 
English translation of the Qur’an, The Qur’an-A New Translation 
(Oxford, 2004), which received high praise in the press as a 
remarkable achievement, and which has been used in the present 
dictionary. Prof. Badawi has devoted the greater part of his career to 
setting up the Arabic Language department at the American 
University of Cairo, which, thanks to him, has become one of the 
best Arabic language departments in the Arab world. His 
Mustawaydt ^al-lugha ^al-mu^’dsira fi Misr (Cairo, 1973) laid the 
foundations for the modern sociolinguistic study of the language 
situation in Egypt, and for sociolinguistics of Arabic in general. 
Together with Martin Hinds, he published the Dictionary of Egyptian 
Arabic (Beirut, 1986), and he is one of the authors of Modern 
Written Arabic: A Comprehensive Grammar (London and New 
York, 2004), which has become the standard reference grammar. 

It is a privilege to present this dictionary of Qur’ anic usage to the 
many scholars all over the world who know that one cannot study 
Islam and Islamic civilisation without an intimate familiarity with the 
text of the Qur’an, and that one cannot hope to understand its 
meaning without a thorough knowledge of the Arabic language. 

Kees Versteegh 
University of Nijmegen. 



INTRODUCTION 


Enquiry into the meanings and nuances of Qur’anic vocabulary 
originates from the time of the Prophet Muhammad himself. 
Numerous traditions have reached us confirming that the Prophet 
was questioned by the companions concerning the meanings of, 
amongst other words, jjj^I Cal-kawthar, 108:1) and 
(^al-salat ^al-wusta', 2:238) (^al-^itqan, v. II, pp. 191-205). This 
trend continued after the death of the Prophet: we are told that the 
second Caliph, ‘'umar '’ibn ^al-Khattab, whilst standing on the pulpit, 
interrupted his recitation of (16:47) {ya^’khudhuhum 

‘'aid takhawwufin) to ask his audience of the meaning of 
(takhawwuf), whereupon a man from the tribe of Hudhayl is reported 
to have said, ‘This is from our dialect and it means “take them to 
task, little by little’”, and in support cited a line of poetry in which 
the word was used in that sense, {‘’al-‘’itqdn, v. II, pp. 87-8). 
Similarly, ^ibn ‘'abbas (d. 68 A.H./687 A.D.), acclaimed as the 
learned man of this "umma [the Muslims] (CoSfl jJU) as well as the 
exegete of the Qur’an is reputed to have said that he 

remained ignorant of the exact meaning of 'j)=la (fdtir) in jLli 

(fdtir ‘’al-samdwdt) (6:14) until one of two Bedouins who sought his 
arbitration regarding the ownership of a well, said to the other, Ul 
jlai {"and fatartuhd) ‘I am the one who split it open’, (see 
"al-"itqdn, v. II, p. 113). 

Difficulty with some of the Qur’anic vocabulary as a result of 
the use of, for example, words better known in certain localities 
and/or a lack of knowledge of the larger contexts in which certain 
words occur, combined with the general lack of knowledge of Arabic 
brought about by the spread of Islam amongst non-Arabs, made the 
need to explain lexical items in the Qur’an more urgent. This 
situation led to the establishment and development of the science of 
Exegesis ^), which came to represent one of the greatest 
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branches of Qur’anic Studies. Surprisingly, however, interest in 
Qur’anic idiom as an independent discipline remained comparatively 
modest. Furthermore, such somewhat limited interest as did exist 
centred around specific groups of Qur’anic words: the Jjill 
(ghanb "’al-Qur^’an), a term which refers to words considered to be 
less commonly known; Jjill cjUI (lughdt "’al-Qur^’an), i.e. those 
words which were thought of as belonging to dialects of certain 
tribes; Jjill (majdz ^al-Qur^dn) or Jjill {tashblhdt 

"’al-Qur^’an), those Qur’anic words which were used in the 
metaphorical sense; while studies dealing with jjliullj 
Cal-wujuh wa’l-na^d'’ir) discussed those words which were used to 
convey different nuances in various contexts, termed » {wujuh), as 
contrasted with jjUij {na^d'’ir), i.e. words considered to be used in the 
same way throughout the text. In addition to this large and expansive 
vestige of literature dealing with certain aspects of Qur’anic idiom, 
there were works concerned with what became to be known as k>UlVl 
Cal-^’alfd^ "’al-^’isldmlyya) i.e. vocabulary which came to 
acquire a new Islamic nuance through its usage in the Qur’an and 
Hadith. The first recorded extant example of this genre was ^abu 
Hatim '’ahmad ’ibn Hamdan '’al-Razi’s (d. 322 A.H./932 A.D.) 
pioneering work ^ (y’al-zTnatu 

'’al-^isldmlyya). 

It was '’al-Raghib "’al-^’asfaham (d. 503 A.H./1108 A.D.) who 
produced the most important major work, and perhaps the first of its 
kind, devoted to the Qur’anic vocabulary in its entirety, as opposed 
to those works devoted to specific groups of lexical items. Albeit 
belated, his work here is parallel with that of '’al-Khalil ’ibn ^ahmad 
(d. 175 A.H./791 A.D.) who, in his dictionary (kitdb 

"’al-’^ayn) transformed Arabic lexicography from a field of study 
concerned merely with exotic and rare words to one demonstrating a 
universal concern with the entire vocabulary of the Arabic language. 
Although ^al-Raghib refers to the subject of his enquiry as being the 
meanings of all of the words of the Qur’an, and although he makes 
no distinction in his treatment of the Qur’anic vocabulary between 
what is considered commonly and less commonly known, the book 
was published several times under misleading titles indicating that it 
was only concerned with Jjill {gharlb "’al-Qur^’an). It seems 
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that no one considered it plausible to have a dictionary devoted to the 
vocabulary of the Qur’an independent of works of commentary. 
Recently however, this situation has been remedied and this work 
has been republished under the more befitting title of J jail k.Ull e:jbji« 
^jSlI (mufradat ""alfd^ "’al-Qur^’an ^’al-kanm). 

In stating his preference for this new title the editor says, ‘We 
believe as a certainty that this new title is the closest to reflecting the 
book’s contents, as the author did not only concern himself with 
obscure words in the Qur’anic vocabulary, but also with familiar 
ones Indeed, ‘’al-Raghib was of the opinion, expressed in the 
introduction to his book, that of all the disciplines needed for the 
study of the Qur’an those concerned with the language itself should 
come first, and, of these, those concerned with the meanings of the 
Qur’anic vocabulary should be considered of primary importance. 
’al-Raghib’s implicit call for more attention to the study of the 
Qur’an’s vocabulary might have been instrumental in the appearance 
over the years of works similar to his, such as ^ j.>si jo.^ k>U=JI 

kililVl (‘'umdat '’al-hujfd^ fl tafslr '’ashraf "’al-^’alfd^) by ^ahmad ^ibn 
Yusuf, generally known as '’al-Halabi (d. 756 A.H./1355 A.D.). 
However, these remained comparatively few, paradoxically, perhaps 
because of the great value of ^al-Raghib’s own work on the subject. 
Some of the particularities of Qur’anic usage became largely 
integrated in general lexicographical works such as j»ll jUl (Usdn 
^al-‘'arab). The appearance, between 1953 and 1970, of jl jail k-Ull 
^jSlI (mu^'jam '’alfd^ "’al-Qur^’an ^’al-kanm) published by the Arabic 
Language Academy of Egypt, followed by its revised edition in 
1989, did little for the advancement of the subject. 

In the West, Qur’anic lexicography seems to have been almost 
ignored. Although translation of the Qur’an into various European 
languages goes as far back as 1143, with the completion of a Latin 
translation by Robert Ketenensis of Chester, and in spite of the great 
interest shown by the various churches in studying the history and 
text of the Qur’an as the great book of Islam, it was not until the year 
1873 that the first work devoted to the vocabulary of the Qur’an by a 
Western scholar, to our knowledge, appeared under the title jLull cSlL. 
jl jill ^ - A Dictionary and Glossary of the Kor-an. The author, 
who signed himself merely as ‘John Penrice, the Lodge, Norfolk’, 
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exhibited a great command of the subject throughout this pioneering 
work. However, the lack of, in particular, contextualised examples 
illustrating the range of sub-meanings of the various entries provided 
in Penrice’s work and its comparatively limited scope, together with 
the fact that subsequent work on the subject-valuable as it was-was 
restricted to specific groups of Qur’anic vocabulary (as in the case 
of, for example, Mustansir Mir’s 1989 Verbal Idiom of the Qur’an), 
only illustrates the lacuna in the library of Qur’anic Studies. This 
demonstrates the need for a comprehensive, fully researched and 
fully contextualised Arabic-English dictionary of Qur’anic usage 
compiled in accordance with modern lexicographical methods and 
based completely upon both the Classical Arabic idiom (derived 
from works such as Sibawayhi’s Kitdb, ^ibn-Ya‘^ish’s Mufassal, 
Lisdn '’al-‘’arab and Lane’s dictionaries) and the work of 
authoritative commentators on the Qur’an (such as Muqatil, ’al- 
Tabari, ’al-Qurtubi, ’al-Razi and many others). True, Qur’anic 
scholars continue to find assistance in Lane’s magnificent work An 
Arabic-English lexicon, particularly since the author includes 
pertinent Qur’ anic usages in numerous places in his work. However, 
the appearance in 1960 of Hans Wehr’s A Dictionary of Modern 
Written Arabic and the role it has played in elevating the study of 
Modem Standard Arabic outside the Arab world has only 
accentuated the need for a parallel dictionary devoted specifically to 
the language of the Qur’ an. 

The present Dictionary of Qur’anic Usage attempts to fill this 
gap. The work is based upon the interpretations by classical Qur’ anic 
commentators of the contextualized occurrences of the finite 
vocabulary items used in the Qur’anic text according to the 
widespread reading of Hafs (o^ y) (d. between 180-90 
A.H./796-805 A.D.) through ’asim y) (d. 127 A.H./744 A.D.) 
as rendered in the Egyptian printed text of the Qur’an. The 
authenticity of a particular reading of the Qur’an, according to the 
eminent ninth century Qur’anic scholar ’ibn ’al-Jazari, is based (as 
stated in his work eijUljall Qal-nashr fi’l-qird^dt ^al- 

‘’ashr) p. 9) among other things such as chain of transmission 
upon its conforming to a grammatically acceptable mode of Arabic 
language stmcture (in his words: ... jlj cjaalj s^lja JS Every 
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reading that agrees with the tenets of the Arabic language even by a 
single interpretation ...)• The role of structural analysis in 
interpreting literary texts in general, and the Qur’anic text in 
particular, cannot be overestimated. As Montgomery Watt has noted, 
‘the Arabic language is such that there are often several different 
ways of “taking” a sentence, and these ways yield at least slightly 
different meanings ... This kind of thing occurs much more 
frequently in Qur’anic Arabic, and there is often something to be 
said for each of several possibilities’ (Companion to the Qur’an, pp. 
10-11). This particular feature of the language of the Qur’an often 
makes interpreting the text an unending journey of discovery, and 
supports a multitude of interpretations which, in turn, necessitates a 
high degree of familiarity with the various nuances of a particular 
word and the contexts in which they occur. Modem interpretations of 
the Qur’ an, such as, for example, the present drive to reinterpret the 
Qur’an on the basis of modern scientific discoveries, particularly 
space travel, is a case in point. Although legitimate and indeed 
necessary, such interpretations remain outside the scope of this work. 

For the purpose of the present work, acceptable interpretations of a 
particular Qur’anic verse are those founded on the authority of the 
particular commentator/s in question, and the validity of the 
stmctural analysis they apply to the text to justify their 
interpretations within both the immediate and larger context in which 
it occurs. Of equal importance to the grammatical stmcture of the 
discourse for our purposes here, if not of even greater significance, is 
the capacity of many derived forms such as verbal nouns and 
participles to play varied roles within the discourse, some of which 
are not always well defined, thus opening the way not only for varied 
interpretations of the text, but for ambiguity of meaning as well. For 
example, in addition to conveying the basic meaning of an action or 
happening the verbal noun often functions in many 

contexts as a noun, noun of place, noun of time or, in many contexts, 
as admitting the possibility of its functioning as a number of these at 
the same time. For example, whereas the word cJy clearly functions 
as a noun in (9:111) lA ^ ^ a true 

promise given by Him in the Torah, the Gospel and in the Qur’am, 
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and as a verbal noun in (75:17) collecting and 

reciting it [correctly] is Our own responsibility, it could be 
interpreted as either a noun or verbal noun in (72:1) 

Uli ja Uj I jlUa ^ it has been revealed to me that a 

group of jinn listened in [on a recitation of the Qur’an] and said, 
‘We have heard a wondrous reading’ [also interpreted as: wondrous 
Qur’an]. Similarly the participial form jalS functions as such in 
(2:41) jo jilS Jj! Ijjjkj V'j do not be the first to disbelieve in it, and as 
a noun in (78:40) cajS 'jilSlI djioj and the disbeliever would 
say, ‘How I wish I were [mere] dust’', but it could be interpreted as 
either in a great many contexts in the Qur’an, such as (64:2) j* 
[>> tiio j "jal£ ■j.Sak He it is who created you, yet some of you are 
denying [Him] and some are believing (or, some are disbelievers and 
some are believers). The difficulty exercised in interpreting the 
various contexts in which occurs stems mainly from the fact that 
measures of ‘nominality’ and ‘participiality’, of which this particular 
word could be formed, vary so much from one context to the other, 
that it makes it difficult, in these contexts, to assign it to a nominal or 
a participial function. While nominality is sufficiently evident in 
(22:78) Ija He called you Muslims—both in 

the past and in this [message]', and participiality is equally evident in 
(3:84) 'cif4^ ^ and we are submitting to Him', it is not possible 
to decide one way or the other in a great number of contexts, such as 
(15:2) I jjl4 "jl I j’jaS [jjill jj) Uojj those who disbelieve may come 

to wish they had submitted to God (or, to have been Muslim). In the 
current work, the morphological designations provided in square 
brackets at the beginning of the entries reflect this situation in the 
options they provide. 

Almost 100 grammatical words (particles, nouns and verbs) 
occur in the Qur’an, many of which are among the most frequently 
used words in the text. These have been given particular attention 
insofar as they convey various nuances of meaning in the Qur’an, 
and features particular to the Classical period and to Qur’anic 
discourse are explored in detail. Examples of these are the roles 
played by various demonstratives in signifying relative distance, both 
physical and metaphorical, as indicative of intricate relationships 
between interlocutors (for which see the entry for *41 j). The nuances 
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of meaning conveyed by the employment in various contexts of the 
prepositions is another case in point. 

The Dictionary follows the Arabic root system and is composed 
of 28 sections, each of which is devoted to one letter of the Arabic 
alphabet, with the exception of the letter representing the long 
open vowel /a/ (which the phonological rules of Arabic do not permit 
to function as a first radical of an Arabic verbal root). Roots are 
naturally arranged in accordance with the alphabetical order of their 
constituents. However, a note here should be made regarding the 
classification of roots with geminated second and third radicals. 
Unlike the tradition followed in Western lexicography, e.g. Lane and 
Wehr, such roots are classified in accordance with the order they 
should have in consideration for the second and third radicals. 
Consequently the root s-b-b appears after the root s-b-'’ and not 
before it. Words of foreign origin remaining as individual vocabulary 
items, e.g. are listed according to their alphabetical order and 

so are grammatical words belonging to no apparent Arabic roots, 
such as Arabicised words classified by Arab philologists under 
Arabic roots and sharing the semantic field of the root with other 
derivatives, e.g. are included under those roots. Foreign proper 
names, e.g. and ^jj, are classified in accordance with 

their Arabicised forms but, in instances such as jJ', where it could be 
thought that the name is derived from j/j/l, cross references are 
provided. Contrary to current conventions, transliterated hamza and 
‘'ayn are accorded full alphabetical letter status. Consequently, 
vowels preceded by initial hamza or initial ‘'ayn are never 
capitalized, even if the words in which they occur happen to be 
proper names or begin new sentences, cf '’ahmad, but not '’Ahmad 
and "ad, but not "Ad. Cross references are also provided for words 
such as whose true root may cause some difficulty. Because 

the demarcation line between derivatives of roots, the third radicals 
of which are either j or iS, are not always clear, many such roots are 
treated together with the third radical marked as both j and cs 
w/y). 

Each root is treated in the following way: 

1 - An inventory of the basic concepts covered by the root is 
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provided in an attempt to show the range of semantie seatter it 
eneompasses. The dietionary senses detailed in this seetion are 
derived from the elassieal language, whieh may or may not inelude 
all the Qur’anie senses and eould be used, when eompared with the 
entries in the third seetion, to show the senses brought into the 
Arabie language by the Qur’an. It is generally noted that what ean be 
ealled semantie kinship between derivatives of Arabie, and also 
Semitie, roots is eulture-bound and not always evident. Also, it is a 
eommonly aeknowledged feature of Arabie that abstraet derivatives 
usually stem from eonerete ones (e.g. JU?. ‘beauty’ from lU?- 
‘eamel’; ‘attraetiveness’ from ^ ‘salt’ and 1 y ‘to read’ from »y 
‘a single milking of an animal’). Bringing together semantie 
derivatives of a root arranged, when relevant, in a sequenee starting 
from the eonerete and ending with the abstraet, is likely to shed light 
on the way in whieh these eoneepts are related to one another and 
also on the manner in whieh eaeh and all of those derivatives eover 
the total semantie field of that root. Examination of this total pieture 
is also likely to provide further means of appreeiating the use of 
derivatives of that root in the Qur’an. 

2 - An inventory of the partieular morphologieal derivatives of 
that root aetually oeeurring in the Qur’ an, together with the number 
of times they oeeur. A eomparison of the frequeney of oeeurrenee of 
the various derivatives of a eertain root and also of the total number 
of oeeurrenees of all derivatives of this root with that of other roots 
should be an indieation of the relative importanee the Qur’an 
aseribes to eoneepts eovered by the various roots. Figures provided 
for the frequeney of eontent derivatives are based upon the 
Coneordanee of Muhammad Fu’ad ‘’abd ^al-Baqi, 

ij jail (^al-mu^'jam al-mufahras li '’alfd^ "’al-Qur^’an "’al-Karlm), 
whereas those of the grammatieal words not ineluded in the 
Coneordanee of ‘’abd ^al-Baqi are based upon the Coneordanee of 
"’isma'^il ‘^amayirah and ‘’abd ^al-Hamid Mustafa jiUuiall j cjI jjVi 
^jSlI jljall (Muyam ^al-^adawdt wa ^al-damd^ir fl’l-Qur^dn ^al- 
karlm). With regard to those words and roots of potentially non- 
Arabie origin, little attention, beyond what is provided by Arab 
philologists, has here been given to the etymology of Qur’anie 
words, largely beeause we agree with Versteegh (1993, p. 89) that. 
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‘It is much more difficult to understand how the assumption of a 
foreign origin for obscure Qur’anic words can contribute to their 
understanding’. Contemporary research in the subject, furthermore, 
tends not to give enough consideration to the fact that Arabic, Syriac, 
Hebrew and Ethiopic all share a common origin, a fact that will 
undoubtedly often make it difficult to distinguish between cases of 
borrowing and cases of parallel development. Considerations of time 
have prevented the authors from including the various Readings 
(cjUI ja), save for a few instances. 

3 - Dictionary entries for each of the derivatives listed in 
accordance with the order in which they occur in ‘’abd ^al-Baqi’s 
Concordance. Because the Dictionary is concerned with actual 
Qur’anic usage, headwords are given in one of the morphological 
forms they actually occur in the Qur’an in both Arabic script and 
transliteration. For example, verbal forms of which no perfect forms 
occur are given in the imperfect, but if there is no imperfect then 
they are given in the imperative. Passive forms are as a rule included 
under the active forms and only given separate entries if they 
contribute nuances of meaning beyond that of the active forms. Dual 
and plural forms are likewise treated in relation to their singular 
forms. Feminine forms occurring in Arabic with a marbuta are 
rendered in the transliterated forms with a final tanwln in order to 
circumvent the convention for representing the td^ marbuta as ‘a/i’ 
or dropping it altogether. 

Roman numerals mark divisions along morphological and/or 
syntactic lines, e.g. noun and participle and/or transitive and 
intransitive, whereas Arabic numerals mark divisions along semantic 
lines and lower-case letters mark semantic sub-divisions. The various 
sub-meanings cited for each entry reflect the range of contextual 
meanings as elucidated by the classical Qur’an commentators 
consulted in the compilation of this dictionary. Because of the 
difficulty inherent in trying to define the often very subtly different 
meanings of vocabulary items as they occur in various contexts, 
particularly in a foreign language, the role of the illustrative 
examples in approximating meaning remains paramount. This 
difficulty is particularly evident, as it is in other languages, in the 
case of prepositions. The line of demarcation between the various 
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divisions of meaning in some eases is not elear eut, and a eertain 
degree of overlap is unavoidable. In such instances, rather than 
ignoring fine nuances of meaning and collapsing entries together 
under one definition, items with a similar, but not identical, range of 
meaning are kept separate and given definitions that reflect the 
affinity between them. Examples of such items can be found under 
the entries for roots such as _y*4/j, j/\ and ‘M Alternative 
interpretations of headwords occurring in the same verses are noted 
and, when sufficiently different, are classified under different sense 
divisions. 

The glosses for the illustrative examples are based upon M.A.S. 
Abdel Haleem’s translation The Qur’an-A New Translation by 
M.A.S. Abdel Haleem. However, because the purposes of the 
dictionary are not always identical with the purposes of a translation, 
changes are made when necessary. In glossing illustrative verses, 
particular attention has been given to trying (albeit not always 
successfully) to parallel the structure of the original as much as 
possible, in some cases to the detriment of ‘style elegance’. Arabic 
forms and structures particularly difficult to render in matching 
structures in English include transitive and intransitive verbs, passive 
and active verbs and nominal sentences whose predicates are 
nominal clauses. Particular difficulties are met in glossing the 
absolute object (oikdl which occurs quite frequently in the 

Qur’an, because of the absence of parallel syntactic function in 
English. The mode of glossing thus varies from one context to the 
other, as in the rendering of UjJS and UjXuu in (4:164) Jjkj 

but to Moses God spoke directly, and (4:65) V 

liuLu IjlLu'j and then they will find no constraint in 

their hearts regarding your judgement, and yield completely, and 
(33:56) I bless him [the Prophet] and salute him 

with greetings of peace (or alternatively, surrender yourselves 
completely to his guidance). Verses detailing future events in the past 
tense (usually to emphasise the inevitability of their occurrence), are 
as a rule rendered in the present tense in the English gloss, as in 
(39:73) fj-j Ijiil [jAll and those who are mindful of 

their Lord are conveyed to the Garden in groups. Groups of words 
whose collective contextual meanings differ from a literal reading of 
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their substantive parts are eonsidered, as in other language 
dietionaries, as idiomatie. Sueh entries are indieated by asterisks and 
plaeed at the end of the sub-meanings to whieh they are most elosely 
related, with their literal meaning provided within square braekets 
when neeessary, as in *(34:49) lud Uj Uj >14- the truth 

has come and falsehood is dumbfounded (or, vanquished, or, 
powerless) [lit. neither begins nor repeats [an utterance]]. However 
the degree of transpareney of sueh phrases, or more preeisely the 
laek of it, is not always the same in all eases, and the applieation of 
the asterisk remains a matter of judgement, as in *(33:10) 4^jSI eialj 
fear gripped everyone [lit. and hearts rose into the throats] 
and in *(58:14) they swear to the truthfulness of a 

falsehood [lit. they swear on the lying]. Oeeurrenees of words used 
idiomatieally in various plaees and with various nuanees, e.g. and 
are gathered together in order to provide further referenee to 
important themes in the Qur’an to that provided by the statistieal 
information diseussed in seetion 2 above. The designation 
‘jurisprudenee’, [jur.], marks partieular usages of headwords, e.g. sV 
and »ja, the full meanings of whieh ean only be obtained from 
outside the Qur’anie text. The glosses provided in sueh eases should 
be eonsidered as mere indieations of the teehnieal meanings of sueh 
usages. 

The eomplete meaning of a word, as semantieists insist, is 
nothing less than all the eontexts in whieh it appears within a eertain 
eorpus, here the Qur’anie text. One of the main aspeets of the 
Qur’anie text whieh has been, and still is, a subjeet of differenee of 
opinion between eommentators is the various modes of interpretation 
to whieh a word ean lend itself in various Qur’anie eontexts. 
Adherenee to the givens of the language strueture of the Qur’anie 
text in harmony with the work of Qur’ anie interpreters who adhere to 
the same prineiples plaees a limitation to the likely or unlikely 
imaginable meanings of any word in its immediate or extended 
eontexts. We do not dismiss interpretations whieh are not based on 
the same linguistie prineiples, e.g. ’ibn ‘'arabi’s or seientifie 
prineiples, but they fall outside the seope of this Dietionary. 


In the eourse of the seven years it took to eomplete work on the 
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Dictionary of the Qur’an the authors received generous assistance 
from many colleagues, friends, institutes and foundations. They are 
above all indebted to the Yamani Cultural Foundation, without 
whose generous and sustained assistance throughout the duration of 
the project they would never have been able to maintain the work 
and bring it to a successful conclusion. Thanks also are due to the 
Abdullah Mubarak Al-Subah Foundation in Kuwait and to the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs for their financial 
support. Research facilities were provided by the Centre of Islamic 
Studies of the School of Oriental and African Studies in the 
University of London and by the American University in Cairo. The 
authors are grateful to Professor Colin Bundy, now ex-director of 
SOAS, and to Professor Tim Sullivan, Provost of AUC and to 
Professor Ann Lesch, Dean of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, AUC, for being there to help when help was much 
needed. The authors are indebted to a number of colleagues for 
undertaking numerous revisions of the manuscript. In alphabetical 
order they are: Mrs Fionnuala Badawi, Dr Alex Bellem, Dr Helen 
Blatherwick, Ms Posy Clayton, Dr Kate Daniels, Mrs Harfiyah 
Haleem and Ms Lisa White. To the dedication of these colleagues, 
their encouragement, expertise and love for language, the project 
owes a great deal. Thanks also are due to Dr Mustafa Shah for 
helping with some of the bibliographical entries, to Mr Lamaan Ball 
for providing the Qur’an data bank from which verses quoted in the 
text were downloaded and to Dr Rahman Haleem and Mr 
Mohammad Zaki Badawi for the computer programming and 
retrieval systems they devised for the particular needs of the project. 
The authors are grateful to the great scholar and friend. Professor 
Kees Versteegh, for his constant encouragement, and for writing 
such a generous foreword to this work. The authors have benefited 
from suggestions made by a number of colleagues. In this regard a 
special mention must be made of Professor Mahmoud al-Rabie, Dr 
Stefan Sperl, Mr Badr Al-Mutairi, Dr Marianna Klar, Ms Amira 
El-Ghandour and again Dr Helen Blatherwick who has been 
involved on this project on an ongoing basis. The tasks of 
coordinating the work of others, weeding out discrepancies and 
preparing, single-handed, a camera-ready copy of the manuscript. 
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with the thousand-and-one jobs involved, fell to the highly talented 
Ms Ni‘ma Bumey. With remarkable attention to detail, exeeptional 
ability in both English and Arabie and exemplary dedieation to the 
projeet, she put together a final eopy aeeeptable to 
Brill. Aeknowledgement is also due to Trudy Kamperveen, our 
editor at Brill, for her suggestions, her eneouragement and 
determination to spur us on, as well as her final eheek of the 
manuseript. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 


accus. 

accusative 

gen. 

genitive 

act. part. 

active participle 

i.e. 

that is 

A.D. 

Anno Domini 


imperative 

adj. 

adjective 

imperf. 

imperfect 

adv. 

adverb 

intens. 

intensive 

affirm. 

affirmative 

interj. 

interjection 

A.H. 

year of the Hijra 

intrans. 

intransitive 

card. 

cardinal 

jur. 

jurisprudence 

cf. 

compare 

masc. 

masculine 

coll. 

collective 

n. 

noun 

comp. no. 

compound numeral 

no. 

number 

dem. 

demonstrative 

nom. 

nominative 

dimin. 

diminutive 

ord. 

ordinal 

e-g- 

for example 

part. 

particle 

elat. 

elative 

pass. 

passive 

ellipt. 

elliptical 

pass. part. 

passive participle 

fern. 

feminine 

perf. 

perfect 
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plural 

rel. 

relative 

prep. 

preposition 

sing. 

singular 

pron. 

pronoun 

trans. 

transitive 

pronom. 

pronominal 

V. 

verb 

q.v. 

which see 

V. n. 

verbal noun 

quad. V. 

quadrilateral verb 

> 

changed into 

quasi-act. 

adjectival active 

* 

idiomatic usage 


participle 



quasi-pass. 

adjectival passive 




participal 





i / hamza 


'’al-hamza (i) the first letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
glottal stop. It is distinguished from (although the two are 

occasionally, albeit inaccurately, used interchangeably) which 
represents a somewhat front (or back) open long vowel (see t-ilS 
^alif(2)). 

’a particle occurring 497 times in the Qur’an and functioning as: I 
interrogative particle ^j^) preceding both nominal and 

verbal sentences (cf. J*), whose answer is ‘yes’ or ‘no’. In 
contexts like that of (5:116) did you say to the 

people?, where interrogative hamza precedes a word beginning 
with hamza, one of two processes may take place a) one of the 
two hamzas elides altogether, as in (19:78) 

has he penetrated the unknown or received a pledge to 
that effect from the Lord of Mercy? or b) the second hamza 
together with the fatha of the preceding one are, in some 
readings, fused into a long open vowel Idl. This case is 
orthographically rendered in some Qur’anic texts as H, in some as 
U and in others as 1; as in (10:59) ^1 has God given you 

permission [to do this]? Interrogative hamza is used in the Qur’an 
basically in rhetorical senses such as the following: 1 to seek 
acknowledgement (94:1) 4rai ‘^\ did We not relieve your 
heart for you [Prophet]! 2 to reprove (37:95) do 

you worship what you hew out [with your own hands]! 3 to deny 
(17:40) lihj "^j what? Has your Lord 

favoured you people with sons and taken daughters for Himself 
from the angels? 4 to gently invite (57:16) ‘j jjiil pt jjf 
Jjj Uj 5 UII jkil is it not time for believers that their 



hearts become humble to the remembrance of God and the truth 
that has come down? 5 to express wonder (25:45) ^ 4£'j 'Ji jjl 
JiJI i have you not considered the way of your Lord, how He 
lengthens the shadow? 6 to express incredulity (12:90) cJi dm 
could it be that you are Joseph? 1 to express irony (11:87) 
UyGId U 21'ju ‘j 21'jiitj dULLj does your religion [lit. prayer] tell 
you to forsake what our forefathers worshipped? 8 to express 
contempt (21:36) 'jki li*! is this the one who demeans 
[lit. mentions] your gods? 9 to instil a sense of urgency (3:20) Jsj 
I jjJ 'ajiil and say to those who were given the 
Scripture, as well as those without one [also interpreted as: those 
who do not read], ‘Do you too devote yourselves to Him alone?’ 
Interrogative hamza is often followed by one of the three 
connective particles wa (j) fa- (i) and thumma (f), all of which 
lend emphasis to the discourse as a whole, as in (7:69) ‘j 

"jkp do you find it so strange that a 
reminder should come to you from your Lord-through a man 
from among you-to warn you?', (17:68) ji4l Ljjlk ^ "J 
do you feel secure that He will not cause a side of the shore to 
swallow you up', (10:51) 59 U lij p is it [only] then, when 

it has befallen you, that you will believe? II short-distance 
vocative and/or intimate particle (q.v. Ij yd). It is said 

to occur once in the Qur’an in one of the variant readings of 
(39:9) as lP' ejjli ja you who worship devoutly during the 
night! instead of the standard reading lP^ »ljr» cjjli ja "iP or he 
who worships devoutly during the night III hamza of equalisation 
(between two propositions) (kjjJdi s'_>«a), where ! introduces the 
first proposition and the second is normally introduced by ft ’am 
(q.v.), giving the meaning of ‘whether (... or whether)’, occurring 
usually, but not necessarily after, sawd'’ (making a set phrase 
... ... [ ... >1^ ‘it is all the same whether’, ‘it doesn’t matter 

whether’) (2:6) 7 J^ajP I JjS, [jjp j] as 

for those who disbelieve, it makes no difference whether you warn 
them or not—they will not believe. 

^ddam [borrowing from Hebrew occurring 25 times in the Qur’ an. 
Philologists, however, derive it from the root ‘’-d-m denoting. 




among other things, the eolour brown, the eolour of the earth 
from whieh Adam was fashioned] Adam (20:115) jiTj 

Uijt y oaj )Jj We also commanded Adam before you, 

but he forgot and We found him lacking in constancy, *(7:26) 

children of Adam, humankind. 

The Qur’an deseribes that having ereated man, God 
eommanded the angels to prostrate before Adam (2:34 and 
15:29-33); it also relates that Adam and his wife enjoyed the 
bounties of heaven before they were entieed by Satan to eat from 
the forbidden tree (7:20). Having violated God’s eommand both 
Adam and Eve were banished to Earth (7:24), although referenee 
is made to his having been forgiven for the transgression 
(20:122). Adam is also deseribed as someone God has tested but 
found laeking in resolution (20:115). The Qur’an aeeentuates the 
faet that Adam was ereated from elay and that the nature of his 
ereation and being serves as an analogue for the human status of 
Jesus (3:59). The dispute between the two sons of Adam, Cain 
and Abel, is movingly narrated in the Qur’an (5:27-32). 

jj) ""dzar [borrowing of ambiguous origin oeeurring onee in the 
Qur’an, whieh philologists elassify under the root j/j/l 
while reeognising it as a foreign name] variously deseribed as the 
name of Abraham’s father, an abusive epithet for Abraham’s 
father, or the name of the ehief idol referred to in (6:74) Jli ij j 
'j'J» <ih remember when Abraham said to 

his father, ""dzar, ‘How can you take idols as gods?’ 

Allusions to Abraham’s father also oeeur in the Qur’an in 
(9:114 and 19:42-9), in whieh Abraham rebukes his father for 
embraeing polytheism. Abraham also beseeehes the Lord to 
forgive his father, denouneing the worship of idols (37:85-99 and 
43:26-8). It was explained, however, (9:114) that Abraham had in 
faet asked forgiveness for his father only after agreeing with him 
on a graee period during whieh the father would make up his 
mind regarding Abraham’s eall to the new religion. Later, when 
Abraham realised that his father was still ‘an enemy of God’, he 
denouneed him and refused to have anything to do with him. 



JT 


J] ■’a/ (see J/—*/' 
y "abun (see j/^f\ '’-b-w). 

JjjIj! "’ababll (see J/lj/I '’-b-l). 

"’abdrlq [pi. of n. ijjj?;] ^ibrlq, occurring once in the Qur’an. 
Philologists classify it under the root j/j/t^ b-r-q although they 
recognise it as a borrowing from Persian] pitchers, jugs, flagons 
(56:18) jj*- I> ijjj'jij with glasses, flagons and a cup 
full of pure liquid. 

^I^f\ ""-b-b herbage, pasture, yield of the land; to up and go, to 
prepare to go; water; mirage. Of this root, U '’abb occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

y '’abb [n. a rare word the meaning of which was reportedly 
not known to ‘’umar '’ibn ^al-Khattab, the second caliph f’al- 
'’itqdn)] food produced from the land, herbage, pasture (80:31) 
€\'j and fruits and fodder. 

'’-b-d long time, eternity; to go wild; to desert, to be deserted; 
wild animals. Of this root, >4 '’abadan occurs 28 times in the 
Qur’ an. 

iy '’abadan [adverbial] 1 forever, eternally, very long time 
(4:122) IjUtj Ijiols. (jj4j 

r4 144 ojiU. as for those who believe and do good deeds, We will 
admit them into gardens graced with flowing streams; there they 
are to remain for ever 2 [enhancing negation] ever a) 
expressively, as in (9:108) 14 ^ V don’t you ever pray in it b) 
elliptically, as in (24:17) 5414 I flu "J ^11 God admonishes 

you [not] to revert to the like of this [sin] ever. 

’ibrdhlm [borrowing from Hebrew occurring 69 times in the 
Qur’an. Philologists classify it under 4—*/j/^ b-r-h-m although 
they recognise it as foreign] the Prophet Abraham (Gen. XII.5) 
(3:68) I liAj 'ai4 t/J bl [certainly,] 



the people who are most deserving of Abraham are those who 
follow his ways, this Prophet, and those who are sincere 
believers', * name of Sura 14, Meccan, so-named for the 
mention of Abraham in verses 35^1. 

Abraham is described in the Qur’an as the friend of God (4: 
125). He is also a hanlf ‘of pure faith’. The Qur’an refers to 
Abraham’s introspective quest for the portents of God’s creation 
and majesty (6:75-9). A further aspect to this is covered in (2: 
260) when Abraham asks God to reveal to him how the dead are 
resurrected. His total obedience to God is shown in his offering 
his son for sacrifice on seeing this in a vision (37:99-111). The 
Qur’ an attaches great significance to the role of Abraham and his 
son Ishmael in the construction of the Ka'^ba and the 
establishment of the rites of pilgrimage (2:125-8; 22:26-7; 3:96- 
7) and how Abraham settled his offspring in the barren valley of 
Mecca (14:35-7); while (2:129) speaks of Abraham asking God 
to raise among its inhabitants a prophet who would recite God’s 
scripture and impart its teachings. Crowning it all, God calls him 
a nation unto himself, a patriarch (16:120), and says that the most 
deserving of him are those who follow him, the Muslims and their 
Prophet (3:68). 

j/cj/i ^-b-q (of a slave) to flee from one’s master, to bolt; to mutiny; 
to hide; (of a she-camel) to deny its milk. Of this root, jj! '’abaqa 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

JjI '’abaqa a/u [v. intrans.] to run away from one’s master 
(37:140) jj when he fled [from his Master] to 

the overloaded ship. 

i}j^f\ ^-b-l camels, to acquire camels, to look after camels; to stay 
away from one’s wife, a monk; droves, flocks, bundles; 
successive waves. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: lSj] '’ibil twice and "’ababll once. 

cSj) 77?// [coll. n. for both male and female camels; no singular] 
1 camels (6:144) jill JjV' t>J « of camels and a 

pair of cattle 2 clouds (according to an interpretation of verse 



88:17) i:jak JjV' (Jj oJJ^ do they not see how clouds [also 
translated as camels] are formed! 

JjjIjI ^ababll [pi. of n. ^ibbalatun, Jjj? ^abul or 4 JIJ 
'’Ibalatun or a pi. n. with no singular] droves, various groups, 
successive waves (105:3) Jjjd J-'Jj and He sent ranks 

of birds against them. Reference here is made to the futile attempt 
to destroy the Ka‘'ba by Abraha, a Christian Ethiopic ruler of 
South Arabia. Tradition relates that this event occurs in year 570 
A.D., termed ‘the Year of the Elephant’ fc.), in which year 
the Prophet is said to have been born. The Qur’an relates that 
flocks of birds hurled pellets of hard-baked clay at the marauding 
army rendering them like cropped stubble. 

'’iblis [borrowing from Greek ‘diabolos’ occurring 11 times in 
the Qur’an, although a number of philologists derive it from 
b-l-s because of the ‘utter despair’ ^iblds) the Devil 
had fallen into as a result of the curse God put on him following 
his disobedience] the Devil, Satan (17:61) I615 jjj 
(jiilij Vj I when We said to the angels, ‘Bow down before 
Adam, ’ they all bowed down, but not '’iblis. 

'’iblis is a primary character in the creation story: he refuses to 
obey the divine command to bow before Adam, arguing that he 
himself had been created from fire whereas Adam was created 
from clay (15:33; see also 2:34 & 7:11). He entices Adam to eat 
from the forbidden tree and has him cast from Heaven. He 
himself is reprieved until the Day of Judgement, but vows to 
mislead mankind up to that day. It is this banishment together 
with his vow to mislead mankind that serves as the context for 
God’s sending messengers and guidance (15:32^2). The Qur’an 
describes him as a member of the genus of the jinn, while he is 
also classified as having an angelic identity. 

bj' ‘’ibn (see ^jcf'-^b-n-w). 


p\Sl\ ^abna^’ (see ^jcf^-^b-n-w) 
5-u' ‘’ibnatun (see jjcjj^b-n-w). 



j/tj/i ^-b-w father, ancestor, fatherhood, to father; to be benevolent; 
to possess, to be characterised with. Of this root, three forms 
occur 117 times in the Qur’an: ^abun 46 times; J'jji ^abawan 
seven times; and »1 j1 '’aba'’ 64 times. 

y ’abun [n., when in construct > nominative ja>«) 

’abii, accusative d '’aba, and genitive '’abv, pi. 

»d '’aba'’] 1 father (33:40) jdllkj "u- d 'JS, U Muhammad is 

not the father of any one of you men 2 grandfather, forefather 
(12:6) Jja "u- us as He perfected it 

earlier on your two forefathers, Abraham and Isaac 3 forefather, 
ancestor (22:78) d- the faith of your forefather 

Abraham 4 possessor of, characterised by, closely associated with 
(111:1) Luj ru clu may the hands of '’abu Lahab [lit. the 

father of Hellfire, i.e., he who will end in Hellfire] be ruined!, 
may he be ruined too. 

L))^l '’abawdn [dual of ui '’abun] 1 father and mother together, 
the two parents (7:27) '^yJ uk [jlidill V Joft. 

children of Adam, do not let Satan seduce you-as he ousted your 
[two] parents from the Garden 2 two fathers, two forefathers 
(12:6) (jUUjj ji O- 'dSlJi yc. \!^\ uk as He perfected it 
earlier on your two forefathers, Abraham and Isaac. 

tf/U ’-b-y aversion, disdain; to refuse, to turn down, to reject. Of 
this root, '’aba occurs 13 times in the Qur’an. 

(jjI '’aba [v. trans.] 1 to refuse (2:282) ^ US ‘j LilS ut V j 

no scribe should refuse to write as God has taught him\ 
*(9:32) Tjjj ‘J Vj dll but God refuses [anything] save to 
perfect His light 2 to be averse to, to dislike, to disdain 
(9:8) i^rjaL they give you satisfaction with their 

mouths, but their hearts are averse. 

jUil '’ittasaqa (see w-s-q). 

'’atqana (see t-q-n). 

’ittaqd (see w-q-y). 



atawakka'’ (see w-k-'’). 


^-t-y to come, to arrive, to bring, to bring forward; to commit; 
to direct; to afflict; to bestow; to become possible, to become 
suitable; to yield, to fruit. Of this root, eight forms occur 536 
times in the Qur’an: (_sji ■’afd 252 times; Ijjf '’utu once; <^1 ■’dfd 204 
times; '’utiya 67 times; ^^1 "’atJ seven times; ^1 '’atiyatun three 
times; ma^’tiyy once and mu^’tun once. 

yji 'ata i I [v. intrans.] 1 to come (61:6) I> iji 

and bringing good news of a messenger to come after me 
whose name will be ^ahmad 2 to be (in a place) (20:69) \ycL^ Uj] 
(_ 5 ji V j j?.!— 24 what they have produced is only the 

trick of a sorcerer, and a sorcerer will not succeed wherever he 
may be 3 to revert to, to become, to return to being (12:93) 

pU ^J\ jc. ijilU liA take this shirt of mine and lay 

it over the face of my father—he will become able to see 4 [with 
prep. (^] to come upon, to overrun (51:42) Vj ip! ji U 

Ajlaik leaving nothing it came upon, but reducing [all of] it 
to dust 5 [with prep, j to bring out, to bring forth, to disclose 
(5:108) Ijph "J 211j this way, it is more likely 

that they disclose the testimony in its proper form 6 [with prep. J 
to find out, to account for, to come up with, to bring out (21:47) 
liu! Jjji. ^ JIlo 'JS ‘(jj j even if it be the weight of a mustard 
seed. We will bring it out [We will account for it] 7 [with prep, j] 
to bring, to present (17:92) '^Ja or you bring 

God and the angels [before us] face to face II [v. trans.] 1 to 
come to (26:89) I> Vj save for the one who comes 

before God with a sound heart 2 to give, to come up with, to 
perform (3:188) ... IjjI U<u V do not think that 

those who exult in what they have given ... 3 to enter (2:189) IjjIj 
l^r^i cj so enter houses by their [main] doors 4 to destroy, 
to visit with retribution, to attack (16:26) pl jall "^Iku ^11 but 
God visited with destruction what they built at the very 
foundations 5 to commit, to do, to perform (27:54) Jpf'j kPi.ujl 'jjj0 
'ijj’jjdu how can you commit this abomination with your eyes wide 
open! 6 to perform a sexual act (29:29) ij'k.jll how can 

you come at men [in lust]? 7 [with prep. i>] to approach, to come 




by *(37:28) 0*4^^ Ujjjti jiak you came to us from a position of 
power [lit. You approached us from the right hand side] 8 [with 
prep, j] to bring someone (something) (27:38) 
which of you can bring me her throne ? 

Ijj) "utu [pass. V. with prep. J to be brought something or 
someone, to be provided with (2:25) IjU lajj Ijajj UK 

I^jUUo 5 U I J\'j "jja [> U5jj lU whenever they are given 
sustenance from the fruits of these gardens, they will say, ‘We 
have been given this before,’ [because] they would be provided 
with [things] resembling one another (74:52) )4u Isfr lSj 

ifrM UkU. each one of them demands that he should be 
brought scrolls [written revelation] unrolled [before his very 
eyes], 

Jj'\ '’dtd [a phonetieally ambiguous form of either v. Ill (<^ri 
"dtd, orthographieally beeoming <^1) or v. IV ((^ll ■’a-’fd, also 
orthographieally beeoming <^1 ^dtd). Contextually there seem to 
be good grounds for assigning the 204 oeeurrenees of '’dtd in 
the Qur’an to form IV rather than form III. However the subjeet 
must remain open] I [trans.] 1 to yield, to produee (18:33) KK 
1^1 iiuVf. both gardens produced their [proper] yield 2 to 

settle up, or to pay up, dues (6:141) 'fji ^ I frVj 'jd lij 
oplUU so eat of their fruit, when they bear fruit, and pay its dues 
[the poor’s share] on the day of harvesting it II [doubly trans.] 1 
to hand someone something (12:31) UU.- 0 ^ and 

she handed each one of them a knife 2 to give something to 
someone (6:83) 5 Uja Ulijr» UUk 2 Ujj such was Our 

argument [which] We gave to Abraham against his people 3 to 
deeide to give ^(2:233) lij 1 -J Uj 

lU jjkkllj JKuli U JukL. and if you wish to have your children suckled 
[by other than their mother] there will be no blame on you if you 
hand over [to the suckling woman] what you have decided to give 
[her] in fairness 4 to bring, or feteh, something to someone 
(18:62) Uirac. bulk itkl Jli he said to his servant, ‘Fetch us our 
lunch. ’ 

'Jiji "utiya [pass, of both v. Ill and v. IV (see under "’dtd)] 1 
to be given (84:7) Ulk '^jJ\ U!i whoever is given his record 



in his right hand', *(2:101) IjjJ (epithet for the Jews in 
paitieular and also for the Christians) those who were given the 
Scripture 2 to be granted something (20:36) j-'j iiiujl ja Jli 
God said, ‘Moses, you have been granted your request. ’ 

’dtl [aet. part., fern, tti ^’dtiyatun] 1 someone who or 
something whieh is eoming (15:85) ‘Jij and the Hour is 

certainly coming 2 someone who or something whieh eomes 
(44:19) o" cP=^ I come to you with clear authority. 

fliu) ^ita^’ [v. n.] 1 the aet of giving (16:90) JiJlj ’Sh hi 
... lsp jCkVIj God commands justice doing good, and 
giving to relatives ... 2 paying (24:37) ^ Vj s'jt=4 7 Jlkj 

slSjll ftuj j j 5011 jkp people who are not diverted, either by 

commerce or profit, from remembering God, upholding the 
prayer and paying the prescribed alms. 

ma^’tiyy [pass, part.] that whieh is fulfilled, earried out 
(19:61) Ijjto truly His promise will always be fulfilled. 

mu'dun [pi. of aet. part. mu^’ti] those who give, grant, 
pay up (4:162) slSjll those who perform the 

prayers and pay up prescribed alms. 

^I^f\ '’-th-th abundanee, great wealth; (of hair and tree branehes) to 
be thiek, intertwined; to be fleshy; furnishings. Of this root, Oulji 
‘’athdth oeeurs twiee in the Qur’ an. 

'’athdth [eoll. n.] 1 furnishings (16:80) U Jfjj [>j 
(Jj Uilioj M U jUO,!j and from their wool, their fur and their 
hair, [they have] furnishings and [other] uses/enjoyments for a 
while 2 property, wealth (19:74) liol J Jja J'j 

02JJ how many a generation before them have We destroyed; who 
surpassed them in riches and outward splendour. 

j/di/i ^-th-r traee, mark, traek, remnants, remains; landmarks, 
monuments; authority, favour; to mark; deeds; to pass along, to 
transmit; to favour, to prefer. Of this root, five forms oeeur 21 
times in the Qur’an: yudhar onee; J '’dthara five times; J 

^athar three times; jlii ^dthdr 11 times and s'jOi ^athdratun onee. 



J/i/i 


yu^’thar [imperf. of pass. v. 'J\ ^’uthira] to be handed down 
from one generation to the next (74:24) "J^ Vj "(jj and 

he said, ‘This is just ancient sorcery [learned from previous 
generations], ’ 

jjT '’dthara [v. IV, eould also be v. Ill, see diseussion under <_sj] 
■’dfd, trans.] to prefer, to put ahead of, to favour (87:16) 'ojJ^ l!j 
liSlI i'GJ yet you [people] prefer the life of this world', *(59:9) 
^ 'ofSifi they give [others] preference over themselves 
[they are self-denying], 

jjI '’athar [n., pi. ‘’dthdr] 1 traee, mark, impression (48:29) 
jm! ‘ijx. jkj their mark is on their faces from the 

traces of prostration 2 sign, manifestation, evidenee (30:50) jJiili 
fdll (Jj look, then, at the 

manifestations of God’s mercy, how He restores the earth to life 
after death 3 deeds, impaet, relies (40:21) IjOi'jS'ja 'jj'i 

they were stronger than them and made a more 
impressive impact upon the land', *(20:84) J fVjl they 
are there following in my footsteps 4 teaehings, as in one 
interpretation, preferred by ^al-Razi, of (20:96) JJ lu Jli 

J\ ■(> <4^5 (14453 5 U I jj44 he said, 7 saw what they did not 
see, so I took in some of the teachings of the Messenger’ 
[aeeording to the other, and more popular, interpretation: 7 took a 
handful from the footstep of the Messenger’], 

5jd '’athdratun [n./v. n.] a traee, vestige, remnant, relie (46:4) 
^ ■(> -fjf] ‘J \'d>, jk ■(> (^jjjj bring me a previous scripture or 
some vestige of handed down knowledge, 

J/di/i ^-th-l tamarisk tree; to be deep-rooted, to be of noble origin; to 
aequire great wealth; to endure. Of this root, '’athl oeeurs onee 
in the Qur’ an. 

'’athl [eoll. n.] tamarisk bush (wood-giving trees) (34:16) 
jV“ "(jx ■’ and We 

replaced for them their two gardens with two others that yielded 
bitter fruit, tamarisk bushes and a few lote trees. 
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^-th-m sin, crime, guilt, to sin, to commit a crime. Of this root, 
six forms occur 48 times in the Qur’an: pj '’ithm 35 times; fji 
^dthim twice; ^dthimln once; ^dthdm once; ^>41 ^athim 
seven times and ta^’thim twice. 

’/t/im [n./v. n.] 1 sin, guilt (5:29) 4L«jjj (^,4 » Jp ‘J ijJ 
jUll "!> I would rather you were burdened with my sin 

as well as yours and became one of the inhabitants of the Fire 2 
chastisement, blame, censure (2:182) t«jj jt Uj^ I >2 

5li but if anyone has reason to suspect that the 

testator has made a mistake, or done wrong, and so puts things 
right between the parties, he will incur no censure', *(5:107) lakuji 
the two of them had committed a sin [lit. merited a sin\. 

'’dthim [act. part., pi. '’dthimln] sinner, guilty, evildoer 
(76:24) fjjk '} V j 4£'j j^li so submit patiently to 

the judgement of your Lord; do not obey any sinner or disbeliever 
among them. 

'’athdm [v. n./n.] punishment for committing a sin (25:68) 
141 j! I>j whoever does this will face the penalty. 

}S "’athlm [quasi-intens. act. part.] hardened sinner (2:276) j 
V God does not love any ungrateful hardened 

sinner. 

ta^’thlm [v. n.] 1 (the act of) causing someone to commit a 
sin, involving someone in a sinful act (52:23) jii V H-tk 1^4 'dJFfki 
V j 144 they pass around cups of wine, which cause neither idle 
talk nor sin [lit. in which there is neither idle talk nor a cause for 
sin\ 2 accusing someone of committing a sin, recrimination 
(56:25) Sf'j Ijil t44 '{jJLLdi V there they will hear no idle talk or 
recrimination. 

'’-j-j to inflame; to incite; to be fast; (of fire) to crackle; (of 
water) to be salty, to be bitter. Of this root, '’ujdj occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

^14,1 ^ujdj [quasi-act. part.] (of water) bitter, salty (56:70) iUj "jl 

Yjii 14.14.1 »l4]»4 if We wanted. We could make it [sweet 
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J/s/S 

drinkable water] bitter-will you not be thankful! 

j/^/i '’-j-r wages, reward for work done; to hire, to engage; rent, to 
rent; dowry. Of this root, four forms occur 108 times in the 
Qur’an: jktj ta^jur once; Hsta^jara twice; 1^1 ^ajr 93 times 
and jjki ^ujur 12 times. 

ta^’jur [imperf. of v. '’ajara, trans.] to go into 
contractual agreement, to work as a hired person or to hire 
someone to work as a hired person (28:27) ‘jtd] "J AiJ 

"ij! I wish to marry you to one of these two 

daughters of mine, on condition that you hire yourself to me for 
eight years. 

jkliuil ^ista^’jara [v. X trans.] to hire, to rent (28:26) "cjili 
'j;^ ‘ij\ pjfu one of the two [daughters] 

said, ‘Father, hire him—the strong, trustworthy man is the best 
person you could hire. ’ 

"a/> [n., pi. jjkl ’w/wr] 1 wages, payment for work done 
(65:6) IjAjjkf 'u^"J 6)3 if they suckle [your babies] for 

you, pay them their wages [for it] 2 reward (26:109) Uj 

tjidUll Ifj Jc. Vj '^5 J?.! ‘(jj J?.! I do not ask you any reward for it, 
for my only reward is with the Lord of all beings 3 dowry (4:25) 
jjiJlj tl)* jj^' 0* jj'i j 6* jk^jli so marry them with their 

people’s consent and give them their dowries in accordance with 
the norms. 

J/^/i ‘’-j-l a large ditch for collecting water, to collect water; an 
appointed time, to fix a date; a cause; to consent. Of this root, six 
forms occur 44 times in the Qur’an: L&-i ‘’ajjala once; Jkl '’ujjila 
once; ‘’ajal 39 times; ‘’ajalayn once; l&-> mu^’ajjal once 
and cJ?-! '’ajl once. 

tlVi ‘’ajjala [v. 11, trans.; pass. v. 'j 4 ‘’ujjila] to fix a time, to 
appoint a time (6:128) ui eakf (^ill uL! Uiij and now we have 
reached the appointed time You decreed for us. 

‘’ajal [n.] 1 appointed time (7:34) V ilk 1^1^ 
tjjikku V'j kc-Lj, there is an appointed time for every 
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people: when their appointed time comes they cannot hasten a 
single moment nor delay 2 [dual '’ajalayn] term, period 
(28:28) ‘jc. Sti iiiuiaa ^4? whichever of the two terms I 
[choose to] fulfil, let there be no censuring of me. 

mu'^ajjal [pass, part.] timed, pre-ordained (of time) 
(3:145) 4'^ fdll jjjj Vj euj2i ‘j u'4 no soul may die, 

save by the leave of God, at an appointed time. 

'’ajl [n.] eause, sake, on aeeount of (5:32) 411j J?-i [> 

... kj| Jjj'lPj on account of this. We decreed to the children of 
Israel that... 

ja.i ^ahad (see j/c/j w-h-d). 

j/c/^ '’-kh-dh to take, to hold; to aequire; to take to task, to put a stop 
to, to frustrate; to immobilise; to take after; to earn. Of this root, 
12 forms oeeur 277 times in the Qur’an: ii-l '’akhadha 123 times; 

^ukhidha eight times; yu^akhidh nine times; 

dttakhadha 124 times; '’akhdh five times; '’akhdhatun 

onee; ""akhidh onee; '’akhidhln twiee; jUj! '’ittikhadh onee; 

muttakhidh onee; muttakhidhin onee and 

muttakhidhdt onee. 

jii ^akhadha u [v. trans., pass. v. 4^1 '^ukhidha] 1 to take (4:20) 
liuS kio Ijikti 5\i IjUaja [jArakj and [even if] you have given any 
one of them [as a dower] a ton [of gold], do not take any of it 
[back] 2 to take away, remove (6:46) yil ik! [jj if 

God were to take away your hearing and your sight 3 [with prep. 
J to grab, to take hold of (7:150) ^fjj iki'j and he took 

hold of the head of his brother, dragging him to him', *(2:206) 
sjjJI his arrogance drives him to stick to his sins [lit. the 
pride in sinning overtook him]', *(9:50) Uik! aa we have 

taken our precautions beforehand', *(10:24) p4k! the 

earth has taken on its ornaments 4 to aeeept, to take on board, to 
follow (5:41) i jiki ]'Sa JAujI "(jj they say [to each other], ‘If 
you are given this [ruling], accept it!’ 5 to punish, to take to task 
(29:40) <jji; Uikl 5t£a so We punished each one of them for their 
sins 6 to affliet, to overtake, to seize (7:78) Wjll 




jl'j an earthquake seized them: by the next morning they 
were lying dead in their homes 7 to overpower, to overwhelm, to 
overtake (2:255) "fy Yj ^ V neither slumber nor sleep 
overtakes Him 8 [with prep. J to try, to test, to affliet (7:130) Jalj 
[jjjUlj ojt'J J» We tried Pharaoh’s people with the passage 
of time [lit. the years], 

jil yu^’akhidh [imperf. of v. Ill, trans.] to take to task, to hold 
to aeeount, to punish (2:286) 6*0=1! ‘j cj Sf Uj'j Lord, do 
not take us to task if we forget or make mistakes. 

jij) dttakhadha [v. VIII] I [trans.] 1 to take for oneself, to 
adopt (16:51) Wj Oaj V Jlij God said, ‘Do 

not take two gods ’-for He is the one God 2 to fashion for oneself, 
to ereate for one’s use (29:41) »urj! 5011 ]> IjOiOl [jjil ’jL 

tul ejiijl p those who take protectors besides God are like a 
spider taking for itself a house 3 to seleet, to follow, to take 
(18:63) 0=x. 'OjjO iPl'j and it took its way into the sea in a 

wondrous manner 4 to exaet, to aequire, to require, to obtain 
(18:77) ejjPV ePS "ji but if you had wished you could have 

exacted payment for [doing] it 5 to take something as (23:110) 
ijp.- jluiPli but you made them [lit. took them as] a laughing 
stock, *(11:92) you have turned your backs on 

Him, you have put Him out of your minds [lit. you put Him behind 
you]-, *(19:88) rij iPl Ijilij they say, ‘The Lord of Mercy 
has begotten offspring’ [lit. taken an offspring] 6 [with prep. i>] 
to derive something out of (16:67) ku Jjpll pl jlu 

Iw lijjj \’j^from the fruits of date palms and grapes you derive 
intoxicants and wholesome provisions II [doubly trans.] 1 to use 
something for the purpose of (58:16) ^ I jjpl they have 

used their oaths to cover up [their false deeds] 2 to take, adopt 
someone as (4:125) 51^ j God took Abraham as a 

friend. 

jil '’akhdh [v. n.] taking, taking to task, punishment (11:102) 
lip. yi iii.! ‘Ji IdUi ji.! 2)uj ii.! illlskj such is the 

punishment of your Lord for towns in the midst of their sins: His 
punishment is terrible and severe. 
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S jii '’akhdhatun [n. of unit] a taking, a gripping; an instance of 
taking to task; to seize; to take to task (69:10) Jjl-j 
^fj sii.! but they disobeyed the messenger of their Lord, so 
He seized them with an immense gripping. 

^akhidh [act. part.; pi. '^dkhidhln] 1 one who takes or 
accepts something (51:16) they will be taking 

what their Lord gives them 2 one who takes hold of, one who 
controls (11:56) > Vj U there is no animal but 

He is in complete control of it [lit. taking hold of its forelock]. 

jUjI dttikhadh [v. n.] (act of) adopting or taking something to 
be something else (2:54) jkj] [indeed] you 

have wronged yourselves by taking the calf [for a deity]. 

muttakhidh [act. part.; pi. muttakhidhlm, pi. fern. 

muttakhidhdf] 1 one who takes for him/herself something 
or someone (4:25) V'j pUniUJo not committing 

adultery or taking lovers 2 one who takes someone for (18:51) U'j 
dijS and I would not take those who lead others 
astray for supporters. 

j/^/i '’-kh-r to delay, to postpone; to put behind; the end; the other, 
the last. Of this root, 13 forms occur 250 times in the Qur’an: '>-1 
'’akhkhara 14 times; ’j^fiyu^akhkhar once; '_>.k ta^akhkhara three 
times; CiJjs^^yasta^khirun six times; caji^^^^musta^khirln once; 
"jk\ ^akhar 15 times; J'jk] ^akhardn twice; '’dkharun 22 

times; is'jA '’ukhrd 26 times; >.i '’ukhar five times; ",>.1 '’dkhir 30 
times; '’akhirln 10 times and kjLi\ ^al-^’dkhira 115 times. 

jii '’akhkhara [v. II, trans.] 1 to delay, to defer (11:8) ‘(jjij 
kLiiaj U [jljajl LjI jkJI if We delay the chastisement 

till a reckoned appointment they are sure to say, ‘What is holding 
it up?’ 2 to grant respite, to respite, to reprieve (63:10) 

L&-! (Jj my Lord, if You would only reprieve me for a 

little while 3 to put off, to leave undone (82:5) U didt 
dj'ji.i'j each soul will know what it has done and what it has left 
undone. 

yu^akhkhar [imperf. of pass. v. ^ukhkhira] to be 
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delayed, to be held back, to postpone (71:4) V ‘a\ 

when God’s appointed time arrives it cannot be postponed. 

jit ta^’akhkhara [v. V, intrans.] 1 to hold back, to lag behind 
(74:37) jitu j\ "J i>l to those of you who choose to go 

ahead or lag behind 2 to come after, to follow (48:2) U Ai!l 211 
ji-ij Uj J.jaj that God may forgive what has gone past of 

your sins and what comes after 3 to delay (2:203) ^ Ijj^4j 

■ei J.jj Sli 'ji-b "ijxj 5 uk St ^ ‘f.ai pl'jjik- remember God 
on the appointed days, if anyone is in a hurry to leave after two 
days, there is no blame on him, nor is there any blame on anyone 
who delays. 

yasta^’khirun [imperf. of v. X, ji-tl,.! '’ista'’khara, 
intrans.] 1 to delay, to hold back (7:34) V Jilj 

V j there is an appointed time for every 

people—when their appointed time comes they cannot hasten a 
single moment nor delay 2 to remain behind (23:43) 1- 

Uj 14 ]^! no community can go before its appointed time or 
remain behind. 

musta^’khirln [pi. of act. part. jibl2o musta'’khir] one 
who is holding back, lagging behind (15:24) UUk jiTj 

]jjjibl24l 1444 "-tij and We know the ones of you who press forward 
in the forefront and We know the ones who lag behind. 

jiT ^dkhar I [n./quasi-act. part.; dual jfjil ^dkhardn, pi. jjjil 
"’akharum, fern, (jj^^ '’ukhrd ( 1 ) pi. jif ^’ukhar] 1 the other one 
(12:36) jja ^\J ji-Vl Jlij Ij^i UoAlkf Jli 

one of them said, 7 saw myself pressing grapes’, and the 
other said, 7 saw myself carrying bread on my head’ 2 additional 
or further one (39:68) tj ji' ^ ^4 then it is blown in it another 

[time] II [adjectivally] 1 another/other (20:18) 4 jjH^ 
and I have other uses for it 2 different (23:14) 'ji.r» uL iuLb! ‘f 
then We construct him into a different creation/creature 3 
additional (6:19) ^ ‘j do you really bear 

witness that there are other gods beside God? 4 [derogative] ‘that 
other one too!’ (53:19-20) slLj fffkj cTill 

consider ^allot and ^al- ‘’uzzd, and that other, third, one—Manat! 



jjS '’ukhra (2) [n.] 1 the last one (7:38) I jk'Jjl lij ^ 

... ejJli until, when they have all successively gathered 

in [Hellfire], the last of them will say of the first ... 2 the rear, the 
end part, behind (3:153) jLi dfJjj fJ Jc. Yj jj 

when you fled in mindless panic [lit. not paying heed to 
anyone] while the Messenger was calling out to you from behind 
you. 

""akhir I [n./quasi-aet. part; fern. Sj?.l akhiratum, pi. 
"’dkhirln] 1 last, latter (10:10) oidtjl Vj ^ ’j^Wj and 

the last of their prayer, ‘Praise be to God, Lord of all Beings’-, 
* [attribute of God] the Ever Lasting (57:3) j* He 

is the First and the Last, *(2:217) LjLi\ the Last life as opposed to 
the near one (liill) (q.v.), the Hereafter; *(29:64) the 

Last Abode, the Hereafter 2 end, final part (3:72) Jjjf ^ 

I jioli [jjjJI believe in what has been 
revealed to the believers at the beginning of the day but reject it 
at the end of it 3 preeeding, past previous (38:7) U 

Vj loA tl we have not heard of this in the past religion- 
this is nothing but invention II [n.] eoming generations 
(5:114)4L XjVj UTjV IV hi that shall be for us a 

festival, the first and the last of us [the coming generations] and a 
sign from You. 

j/^/i ‘’-kh-w brother, brotherhood; friend, eompanion; to take as a 
friend, to fraternise; ties. Of this root, seven forms oeeur 96 times 
in the Qur’an: ‘’akhun 52 times; ‘’akhawayn onee; yvj 
dkhwdn 22 times; sVj dkhwatun seven times; eji.1 '^ukht eight 
times; qVI ‘’ukhtayn onee and ejl ji.! ^akhawdt five times. 

‘’akhun [n., (in eonstruet (^V) > ‘’akhw, 1^? ‘’akhd', 
'’akhv, dual ‘’akhawaym, pi. yVj ‘’ikhwdn and s'Vj 

dkhwatun)] 1 brother (12:8) Iv (jj Joseph and 

his brother are [indeed] dearer to our father than we are 2 
eompatriot (7:85) V-h j (ind to the people of Midian 

[We sent] their brother [compatriot] Shu‘’ayb 3 [jur.] a fellow 
human being (2:178) ^ but if 

someone [the culprit] is relieved from some [of the penalty] by 



his [aggrieved] brother [in humanity], then there shall be 
conformity [to his wish] in fair practice 4 the like of (17:27) 0} 
J IjjlS squanderers are the like of the devils 5 

brothers and sisters together dkhwdn and »'>-] ^ikhwatun] 
(4:176) ^ i'-y'j Vli-j s'j^j Ijjl4 ‘cfj but if there are 

[surviving] brethren, male and female together, the male is 
entitled to twice the share of the female 6 fellows in the faith 
'’ikhwdn] (33:5) I "(jli 5011 iali! ja jLjI 

(jjill name them [your adopted children[ after 

their [biological] fathers—this is more equitable with God—if you 
do not know who their fathers are, [address them as[ your 
‘brothers-in-religion’ and wards. 

'’ukht [n.; dual '’ukhtaym, pi. ^akhawdt] 1 sister 
(4:23) ... forbidden to you [in 

marriage[ are your mothers, your daughters, your sisters ... 2 
milk-sister (4:23) ... ... 

forbidden to you are your mothers ... your milk-sisters ... 3 
fellow, eounterpart (7:38) ejid ejk'j Ujk every time a 
community enters, it curses its counterpart [lit. sister^. 

j/V^ '’-d-d abomination, hardship, disaster, afflietion; to befall, to 
affliet; shameful. Of this root, i'4 '’iddan oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

I'jl dddan [quasi-aet. part.] abominable, detestable, loathsome 
(19:88-9) lij lils ‘ii I'ij iiul I jilij and they say, ‘The Lord 
of Mercy has begotten offspring’, how abominable is this thing 
you assert. 

u-yjJj '’idrls (see o^jjjid-r-s). 

^adam (see ’’-’’-d-m). 

’’-d-y to ripen, to beeome due; to snare, to prepare; to eonvey, 
to bring about; to pay. Of this root, two forms oeeur six times in 
the Qur’an: i/^fiyu'^addl five times and ^add'’ onee. 

yu^’addi [imperf. of v. II ^ 5 ^ ’’addd trans.] 1 to pay up, to 
return (4:58) Ji pUUVl I "J bj God commands you 
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to return trusts to their owners 2 [with prep. (44:18) ji J 
4il 'Ajc. [saying to them,] ‘Hand over to me the slaves of God’. 

fl'i ‘’add^’ [v. n.] restitution, paying up, handing over (2:178) 
(jtiaklj »rJj y but if the culprit 

[lit. someone] is relieved from some [of the penalty] by his 
[aggrieved] brother [in humanity], then there shall be conformity 
[to his wish] in fair practice, and restitution [of the remaining 
part of the penalty] to him [the aggrieved] in a good way. 

jj '’idh I adverb of time oeeurring 309 times in the Qur’an, ‘when 
... ’, ‘at the time of ... ’, and strueturally funetioning as: the first 
part of a eonstruet (^14=]) of whieh the seeond part is either a 
nominal elause, as in (9:40) jUJI 12* jj when both of them were 
in the cave, or a verbal one, as in (9:40) I jjiS 4 when 

the disbelievers drove him out. As an adverb 4 eomplements a 
verbal element; however in the Qur’an and as a deviee for 
drawing maximum attention to what follows, ij quite frequently 
initiates sentenees, with no sueh element explieitly preeeding it 
(leaving it to the reader/listener, so to speak, to add sueh an 
element as elarifies eertain aspeets of the situation), as in (14:6) 
^■jil Jla jj'j and [remember or mention here is made of the 
moment] when Moses said to his people. The deviee is 
partieularly used in the Qur’an as a means of eonneeting parts of 
a subjeet/story spread over a long diseourse, as in Sura 8 (JUjVi 
‘the Spoils’), in whieh the story of the Badr eampaign is told. 13 
of the first 49 verses, whieh direetly deal with the story, begin 
with jj, thereby sustaining the attention and keeping the long 
diseourse together. The seeond part of the jj eonstruet may be 
replaeed with eompensation nunation ijjjjj) (q.v.) if it 

refers to a preeeding part of the diseourse that is elearly 
understood, as in (56:84) jiu?. while you, at that 

moment, [i.e. the moment (previously mentioned) when the soul of 
a dying person reaches his gullet], gaze on. jj also oeeurs as a 
seeond part of a eonstruet (at the same time as being the first part 
of a following one) with words signifying ‘time’, sueh as hln, 

yawm, ^ baM, as in (99:4) Ia jIa! e2Aj jxo"^ on that Day it will 
tell its story and (3:8) liujA jj 'Aj lijJa ^J5 7 lij our Lord, cause not 




our hearts to deviate after You have guided us II ""idh (ij) may 
also be interpreted in some eontexts as signifying causation 
as in (43:39) (jjkjii Jikll jj yj and it will 

not avail you today, it is because of your having done wrong that 
you are sharing in the chastisement, and also in an interpretation 
of verse (46:11) 59 "fJ 4 j and because they 

have not been guided by it, they will say, ‘This is an ancient 
fabrication. ’ 

IjI ‘’idhd occurs 423 times in the Qur’an and functions as: I [adverb 
of time indicating the future (jU'j ^jii) and implying 

conditional dependency (i=j41l), between its two complements, of 
which the first is always a verbal clause] ‘when’, ‘as in’ (23:101) 
Vj 'fdji 5441 ) yUji Sta jjloll y ^ lili when the Trumpet is 
blown, the ties between them will be as nothing and they will not 
ask about each other. The complements of ljj (like those of 4, 
q.v.) may elide, if understood from the preceding discourse, and 
become compensated for by compensation nunation 
(q.v., n), as in (23:34) 14 "jikk! yij and if you 

obey a mortal like you, you will then definitely lose out. In such 
cases ambiguity may arise between what may be considered as an 
instance of 14 or an instance of yj '’idhan (q.v.). 14 may, together 
with its two clauses, also express habitual action, as in (4:142) ci 
I ^^1.3 .J^.3 

Vj ujyjj Vj the hypocrites try to deceive God, but it is He 
who causes them to be deceived; when they stand up to pray, they 
do so sluggishly, showing off in front of people, and rarely 
remember God. 14 is often combined with the so-called 
‘redundant’ md (sjjIjII U), which lends emphasis to the entire part 
of the discourse in which it appears giving a meaning of 
‘whenever ...’ (9:92) 'dlff U 14 yj Sfj nor is there 

blame attached to those who, whenever they came to you 
[Prophet] to provide them with a mount ... II [particle of surprise 
(also classified as an adverb of place or time) (stklidl ^y)] ‘all of 
a sudden’, ‘lo and behold!’, ‘there it was!’, preceding a nominal 
clause, as in (20:20) ^ y I jli Ulilfi he threw it down and-lo 

and behold!-it was a moving snake. 




^idhan occurs 31 times in the Qur’an and indicates 
consequence then, in that case then, it 

would follow...’, as in (4:53) oy’Ji ^ cSlLlI (> ).! 

Ij4^ or, do they own a share of what He possesses?, if so, then 
they would not give to people [so much as] the groove of the date 
stone. Ijjj which is written in the text of the Qur’an, not with a nun, 
but with an '’alif (14), overlaps in various contexts with instances 
of the adverbial 14 whose two complements are elided (cf. 14). In 
fact some grammarians consider all occurrences of Ij4 as being 
instances of that type of 14. The implication for interpreting these 
ambiguous contexts is significant since ‘(jjj implies consequential 
relation while the adverbial 14 implies conditional dependence. 

O/V* '-dh -n ear, to hear; to know, information, to inform; to seek 
permission, to permit; to declare, declaration, to warn. Of this 
root, 12 forms occur in 104 places in the Qur’an: '(j, '’adhina 19 
times; ^udhina six times; ^adhdhana three times; 'ifh 
ta^’adhdhana twice; '’adhana twice; "’ista^’dhana 12 

times; '’adhdn once; '’idhn 39 times; mu^’adhdhin 
twice; oil '’udhun five times; (jui ^udhunayn once and ol4 ^adhdn 
12 times. 

L)ji '’adhina a I [v. intrans.] 1 to permit, to allow, to give leave 
(78:38) yi y« Vj ^ they will not speak except the 

one to whom the Beneficent gives permission 2 [with prep. —1] to 
listen to, to give ear to, to obey (84:2) cuakj cjjplj and listened 
to its Lord and obeyed 3 [with prep. J to allow something to be 
done, to sanction (42:21) 50 ‘yt Jd 1- o;-^' t> "^41 ^ 

or have they partners who ordained for them, in matters of faith, 
that which God has not sanctioned? 4 [with prep, j] to be warned 
of (2:279) ^^ if you do not [desist 

from consuming interest], then be warned of hostility from God 
and His Messenger II [v. trans. with J ■’an + v.] to give one’s 
permission, to permit the doing of; to ordain (24:36) yi 
’dL>\ 144 y in houses [of worship], God has ordained that 

they be raised high and that His name be remembered in them. 

yj) '’udhina [pass, v.] to be allowed, to be given leave 
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(22:39) I those who are being attacked are 

permitted [to defend themselves] because they have been 
wronged. 

L)ji '’adhdhana [v. II, intrans. with J "an + v. or with prep, j] to 
declare, to announce publicly, to proclaim (22:27) ‘(jjf j 

and proclaim the Pilgrimage to humankind. 

L)jt ta^’adhdhana [v. V, intrans.] to make known, to declare, to 
solemnly proclaim (14:7) ijj and 

[remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are thankful, I 
will give you more. ’ 

Ljjl '’adhana [v. IV, trans.] 1 to inform, to apprise, to tell, to 
confess, to admit (41:47) 0^4 I jlli 'cj 

and on the Day He calls to them, ‘Where are My partners?’ they 
will answer, ‘We admit to You, not one of us is a witness ’ 2 to 
warn (21:109) fyf^ ^ Tjijj ]jli but if they turn away, say, 

7 have warned you all in the same way. ’ 

^istaMhana [v. X, trans.] to seek permission or leave 
(24:62) )4v I>4 21 jjjlL.! I ili so if they ask your 

leave to attend to some of their private affairs, allow whomsoever 
of them you wish. 

b'j' '’adhdn [n./v. n.] proclamation, declaration (9:3) 5 dll 't> yjlj 
'fji ^Ull 5dj2.'jj and a proclamation from God and His 
Messenger to all people on the day of the Great Pilgrimage. 

bj) ‘’idhn [n./v. n.] permission, leave (11:105) jiki Sf 
fUilj Vj and on the day when [the Day of Resurrection] comes, no 
soul will speak except by His permission. 

mu^’adhdhin [act. part.] public crier (12:70) 'fd p 

bjajtU JXij j4*ll then a crier called out, ‘You camel riders!, you are 
thieves. ’ 

bj' ‘’udhun [n.; dual C)i^\ ‘’udhunaym, pi. ‘’ddhdn] ear (2:19) 
Pbdl jila. bji*^ they put their fingers 

into their ears to keep out the thunderclaps for fear of death', 
*(9:6I) b4 jA [derogatory] he listens and believes just anything 



that is said to him! [lit. he is an ear, i.e., gullible]', *(18:11) li'jliaa 
jc. We sealed their ears or We stopped them hearing [lit. 
We struck on their ears]. 

"-dh-y harm, injury, damage; to wrong, to harm; high 
tumultuous waves. Of this root, three forms occur 24 times in the 
Qur’an: '’ddhd 10 times; '’udhiya five times and '’adhd 

nine times. 

jj) "’adhd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to offend, to trouble, to 
inconvenience, to malign, to affront (33:53) 'u'4 ‘cifor 

that inconveniences the Prophet 2 to punish, to take to task (4:16) 
14* jili j if any two of you commit [a lewd act] 

punish them both. 

jjl '’udhiya [pass, of v. IV] 1 to be harmed, to be injured, to 
be persecuted (6:34) Ujl^ 5»Ali! Ijijlj and were persecuted 
until Our aid came to them 2 to be molested, accosted, harassed, 
solicited (33:59) “4^1 jjV Ja 

5ii 'cfjiu ‘j 41Sj [>^54- Prophet, tell your wives, your 
daughters and women of the believers to draw their garments 
over them-this is more likely to make them recognisable and so 
not be harassed. 

'’adhd [n./v. n.] 1 disease, affliction, injury, ailment, to 
trouble (2:196) ^fj I> ^ jl 'cJS "(>3 so if any of 

you is ill, or has an ailment of the scalp, he should compensate 2 
ill-treatment, offence, insult (3:186) I> 4'^^ 'jjJ 
I'jjjS I jk'^f and you are sure to hear from those 

who were given the scripture before you, and from those who 
associate others with God, a lot of insults 3 little hurt, trifling 
damage (3:111) Vj y they will never [be able to] inflict 

on you but a trifling damage 4 hardship, inconvenience, to be 
afflicted by affliction (4:102) "J jk. y« [jlk y jkk Vj 

I jikaj "J jkk u is no sin for you to lay aside your arms 

if you are afflicted by heavy rain or illness 5 painful condition, 
impurity, soiling (2:222) j* ^ u^v^^ll y. 21jjltk'j and they ask 
you [Prophet] about menstruation, say, ‘Menstruation is an 
impurity/painful condition. ’ 
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n! 

v/j/i ""-r-b power, purpose, need; knot; intelligent, resoureeful, able 
and fit. Of this root, ^jj '’irbatun and s-' ma^’arib oeeur onee 
eaeh in the Qur’an. 

^j! '’irbatun [n./v. n.] sexual desire, poteney, sexual eapability; 
desire for women (24:31) Jjc- 'omuIjII J ... Vj 'cuSh Vj 

... and not to reveal their charms except to 

their husbands ...or such men as attend them who have no sexual 
desire .... 

LiJU ma^drib [pi. of n. ma^rubatun] purposes, uses 

(20:18) iS ^ it is 
my staff, I lean on it; I beat down leaves with it for my sheep (or, 7 
restrain my sheep with if) and I have other uses for it. 

(ji/j/i the earth, earth, land; to be flat; to be fatty; to be 

touehed. Of this root, lydj '’ard oeeurs 461 times in the Qur’an. 

'’ard [n.] 1 [with the definite artiele —11] the Earth (16:3) 
jaJlj pI'jlsLlI ifL. He created the heavens and the Earth in 

truth 2 land, soil (36:33) lAljga.! 4^1 ’od}i\ and a sign for 

them is the dead land, We bring it to life 3 ground (50:44) jilu 
\k\'j^ upon the Day when the ground is split asunder 

from about them, and [humankind] emerges in haste 4 eountry, 
land (20:57) 41 jk^ I> 'j4j:kjl {juf] have you come to 

drive us from our land with your sorcery, Moses? 5 domain 
(29:56) Xxd'j ol I'ojill My believing 

servants!. My domain is vast, so worship Me and Me alone', 
*(12:9) ll^ji iJdju J I jiSl kill Joseph or cast him forth in 
some land [lit. throw him on the ground]. 

41/j/i ^-r-k lote-tree, to feed on sueh a tree, to stay put near sueh 
trees; eouehes, soft furnishings. Of this root, tSlil'J '’arddk oeeurs 
five times in the Qur’an. 

^ard'^ik [pi. of n. ^’arikatun] eouehes (18:31) 144 
\ ^ therein they will be reclining on couches. 

dram [proper name oeeurring onee in the Qur’an] name of the 




legendary eapital eity of ‘'M (q.v.) (89:6-7) jUj '^'j ij*i 'j5 
pUtll plj J>'jj have you considered how your Lord dealt with the 
people of‘'ad, of’iram, the city of lofty pillars! 

The plaee is also linked with the Prophet Hud, who was sent to 
the people of ‘^ad. A number of elassieal eommentators also speak 
of ^iram in the eontext of a tribe. 

j/j/i ^-z-r baek; strength; to eneompass; wrap, loin eloth; to support, 
to braee, to baek up. Of this root, two forms oeeur onee eaeh in 
the Qur’an: jji “dzara and jJ “azr. 

jjT “dzara [v. IV, bans.] to baek up, to prop up, to bolster, to 
strengthen (48:29) jis:. i'jji ^ j'jk like a 

seed that puts forth its shoot, and strengthens it, and grows thick, 
and rises straight upon its stalks. 

jS ‘’azr [v. n./n.] power, strength, eapability (20:31) c 5 jJ 
augment my strength through him. 

jj) “dzar (see alphabetieallyj/j/! ‘’-z-r). 

j/j/i ‘’-z-z to whiz, to buzz, to hum; to agitate, to shake up, to ineite, 
to stir up. Of this root, two forms oeeur onee eaeh in the Qur’an: 
jjj ta^’uzz and ji ‘’azz. 

jjj ta'^uzz [imperf. of v. ji ‘’azza, bans.; v. n. ji ■’azz] to set in 
eonfusion, to stampede, to eonfuse (19:83) UL-J u! 'Ji 

I jf JJkjyj tjjjillll have you not considered that We let the devils 
loose on the disbelievers to confuse and incite them [to sin]. 

i-i/j/i “-z-f to draw near, to be in a hurry, to be eowardly. Of this 
root, two forms oeeur three times in the Qur’an: “azifa onee 

and al-"dzifatu twiee. 

“azifa a [v. inbans.] to draw near (53:57) cij the 
imminent Hour draws near. 

“al-^dzifatu [aet. part./n.] that whieh is approaehing, an 
epithet of the Day of Judgement (40:18) ls'4 Li jiai jj 'ffi j 
and warn them of the ever-approaching Day, when the 



hearts are next to the throats. 


^asdtlr (see s-t-r). 

Ll^i ^asbdt (see .Ja/tj/o- s-b-t). 

'’istabraq [borrowing from Persian occurring four times in the 
Qur’an] thick silk material, brocade (55:54) o- oija 'cJ^ 
they are reclining on couches lined with brocade. 

J V<4 '’ishdq [proper name of Hebrew origin occurring 14 times in 
the Qur’an] Prophet Isaac (Gen. XX.2) (12:6) j j 

jUl-jj US UjUj J» and He perfects His 

blessing on you and the House of Jacob, just as He perfected it 
earlier on your two forefathers, Abraham and Isaac. 

The Qur’an speaks of how the birth of Isaac was promised to 
Abraham despite his wife’s advanced age, and how she met the 
news with utter astonishment (11:71 and 15:53). Isaac is often 
mentioned in the company of other distinguished prophets. 

'’-s-r shield, shackles, bondage, to shackle, to capture; captive; 
family, limbs, physique, body structure. Of this root, five forms 
occur six times in the Qur’an: ta^’sirun once; jU! ^asr once; 

"jj^i ^aslr once; '’asrd twice and '’usdrd once. 

juili ta^’sir [imperf. of v. 'jJ '’asara, trans.] to take as prisoner 
of war, to take as captive (33:26) lija (jj’jijijj (jjia lijja some of 
them you killed and some you took captive. 

"jJi '’asr [n.] physique, build, bodily structure; constitution 
(76:28) JU'jUi UjUS'j JUbaU. We it is who have fashioned them 
and strengthened their constitution. 

'’asTr [n./quasi-pass. part.; pi. isjd '’asrd and ^’usdrd] 
prisoner of war (8:70) "jj cjjUVl (> Ja 

JXio Ux Prophet, tell the war captives in your 

hands, ‘If God knows of any good in your hearts. He will give you 
better than what has been taken from you. ’ 
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^isra^’ll [proper name of Hebrew origin oeeurring 43 times in 
the Qur’an] 1 Prophet Jacob (cf. Gen. XXXII.28) (19:58) I>j 
Lu^fj lii* j and of the seed of Abraham and 

Israel—and of those We guided and chose 2 the Children of Israel 
*(10:90) Jjjfjloj ji the Children of Israel, the Jewish People', * Ju 
L!:urj.u.j name of Sura 17, Meccan sura, also called '’al-'’isra\ so- 
named because of the reference in verses 4-8 to the "Children of 
Israel’ (see i^ljjo^s-r-y). 

o^jo^jS '’-s-s beginning, root, foundation, to found. Of this root, 'o^\ 
'’assasa occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

oJJi '’assasa [v. 11 trans.] to found, to establish, to base 
(9:109) jj (jjujI (j2al 

jU liS is he who founds his building on consciousness of 
God and desire for His good pleasure better, or the one who 
founds his building on the brink of a crumbling precipice? 

'’-s-f sadness, anger, sorrow, to offend. Of this root, three 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: lAJ '’asafa once; '’asaf 
twice and twice. 

i-iuiT ^asafa [v. IV, trans.] to be offensive, to act in an offensive 
manner, to challenge, to be contentious (43:55) ■f4v hja^r» Ilia 

when they became contentious with Us, We punished them. 

uuJi ^asaf [n./v. n. used adverbially] sorrow, grief; in sorrow, 
grieving (18:6) W.*! 4^*541' ^bj 4Lij 4U»ia are 

you [Prophet] going to torment yourself to death grieving over 
them if they do not believe in this message?', *(12:84) ^Jic. <^14 
ah!, my terrible grief for Joseph! (with the open long vowel 
/a/ replacing the 1®‘ person sing, pronominal suffix I for emphasis 
... \jya '’asafl ... ! > ... iL! Uya '’asafa ... !). 

i-iui) ^asif [quasi-intens. act. part.] very angry, most indignant, 
aggrieved, grieving, very sad (7:150) '^Tj 

and when Moses returned to his people, angry and aggrieved. 


fUalui ^asma'’ (see s-m-w). 



^ismall [proper name of Hebrew origin oeeurring 12 times in 
the Qur’an] Prophet Ishmael (ef. Gen. XVI. 12), (19:54) 
llu Vjl-j [jlSj i'jll [jlS lIjc-U.!-] and mention in the 

Book Ishmael, he was true to his promise, and was a messenger 
and a prophet. 

The Qur’an speaks of Ishmael’s role in helping his father 
eonstruet the Ka'^ba (2:125); and the famous saerifiee (see 
b-r-h-m for ^ibrahlm); he, like his brother Isaae, is mentioned in 
eonjunetion with other distinguished prophets, eonfirming the 
saered eontinuum whieh Islam sees as binding earlier prophetie 
figures to Muhammad. 

""-s-n relie; (of water) to beeome putrid, to be overeome with 
fumes from sueh water; to take after one’s father. Of this root, 
(>ir» '’dsin oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

'’dsin [quasi-aet. part] polluted, putrid, stinking (47:15) 
^\'f. j)c. jt^ji 1^4 in it there are rivers of water unpolluted. 

"-s-w/y eure, medieine; to eonsole; sadness; to treat 
equally; model, exemplar; pillar. Of this root, two forms oeeur 
seven times in the Qur’an: <^1 '’dsd four times and '’uswatun 
three times. 

^dsa [v. IV, intrans.] to sorrow, to grieve (7:93) 

so how can I grieve for a people of disbelievers? 

SjLil ^uswatun [n.] model, exemplar (33:21) Jjl-'j [jlk jsi 
ifJ 5 dll you have had in the Messenger of God a good model, 
for those who put their hope in God and the Last Day. 

'’-sh-r teeth of a saw, to eut; to traee; to be ungrateful. Of this 
root, '’ashir oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

l)4ii ^ashir [quasi-intens. aet. part.] ingrate; insolent, ineorri- 
gible (54:25) j* lSj 'i^‘j has the Message 

been sent down upon him out of all of us? [No indeed], rather he 
is an incorrigible liar! 



j/<>a/i ^-s-d (this root overlaps with root w-s-d because of the 
dialectal difference in pronouncing hamza as a pure vowel) 
sleeveless undergarment, to wear such a garment; animal pen; 
courtyard; to shut tightly. Of this root, mu^’sadatun occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

mu'’sadatun (also musadatun) [pass, part.] closed, 
shut, engulfing (104:8) t^jj it is closed on them. 

'’-s-r rope, tie, connection, relation; an undertaking; promise, 
vow; load, burden. Of this root, dsr occurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

dsr [n.] 1 load, burden (7:157) 
cAS. and He relieves them of their burdens, and the shackles 
that were upon them 2 promise, vow, agreement, pledge, 
covenant (3:81) do you affirm? [He 

said], and do you agree and take My pledge concerning this? 

i}/(jaf\ ""-s-l base, root, foundation; to be deep-rooted; to eradicate; 
time before sunset. Of this root, four forms occur 10 times in the 
Qur’an: '’asl twice; b '’usul once; '’asTl four times and 

JU^l ^dsdl three times. 

"asl [n.] 1 bottom, base (37:64) 

it is a tree that emerges in the bottom of the blazing Fire 2 [pi. 
JjLal ^usul] root, stem (59:5) t* jJkji ‘J\ fjA U 

5 dll ijiU whatever palm trees you have cut down or left standing on 
their roots-[it was done] by God’s leave. 

J*-al ^asll [n.; pi. ^’dsdl] time before sunset, evening 
(13:15) L!i:-=vrj jiiib j 0- illy 5arj 

everything that is in the heavens and the Earth prostrates to God 
in the mornings and in the evenings, as do their shadows, 
willingly or unwillingly, *(33:42) s'jk) and glorify 

Him [morning and evening] constantly, at all times. 

^-/-/ dirt under the nails or in the ear; contamination; 
grumbling, complaint, to grumble. Of this root, J '’uffim occurs 
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three times in the Qur’an. 

i-il '’uffin [interjeetion deseribed by grammarians as a quasi- 
imperfeet verb word uttered in exasperation 

expressing displeasure or impatienee, ‘ugh!’, ‘fie!’ (21:67) 

jji ‘ijx. 'ijjxuu UJj fie on you and on the things you worship 
instead of God. 

'’-f-q rolls of tanned leather; ways, direetion, horizon; to roam 
about. Of this root, two forms oeeur three times in the Qur’an: oa) 
^ufuq twiee and ijUl ^dfdq onee. 

jal ^ufuq [n.; pi. jlil ^’afdq] 1 horizon (53:7) jAj 

while he stood on the highest horizon 2 the four eomers of the 
earth, everywhere (41:53) 

kl We will show them Our signs everywhere and in 
themselves, until it becomes clear to them that it is the Truth. 

^-f-k falsehood, to lie, to deeeive. to beguile; to turn upside 
down, to ehange the manner of things; to turn away, to dissuade. 
Of this root, six forms oeeur 27 times in the Qur’an: ta^’fiik 

three times; yu^’fak 13 times; ^ifk nine times; tsiu! ^ajfdk 
twiee; mudafikatun onee and mudafikat twiee. 

ta^’fik [imperf. of v. ^afaka (also 41i! ^afiika) trans.; pass. 
V. 41il ^ufika] 1 to turn away from, partieularly with guile and 
deeeit (46:22) ‘cfi I jlli they said, ‘Have you come to 

turn us away from our gods?’ 2 to fabrieate, to fake, to feign 
(7:117) (jjSat U i-sii lili (jil "(jf then We 

inspired Moses, ‘Throw your staff, ’ and—lo and behold!—it 
devoured what they had fabricated. 

^ifk [n./v. n.] 1 falsehood, lie, a false slander (25:4) (jjjJl Jllj 
il'jSal Saj Vj loA "ijj Ij’jk the unbelievers said, ‘This is but a lie he has 
made up’ 2 ^al-‘’ifk] the false aeeusation of unehastity 

brought against ‘^a^isha, the Prophet’s wife (24:11) IjiU-(jjJ 
‘^Sax. i^aVlj those who brought the false slander were a group 
from among you. 

The narrative of the '’ifk incident (24:11^0) stems from an 



incident which occurred during a military expedition. The 
Prophet’s wife ‘^a’isha lost her necklace and returned to search for 
it; however, the convoy she was travelling with had departed 
without her. It was assumed that she was riding in the hawdaj of 
her camel. Subsequently, ‘^a’isha was found by a companion who 
escorted her back to the encampment. It was insinuated that she 
could have been involved in adultery; the Qur’an fully exonerated 
her, describing the charge as an abject falsehood {'’ifk). 

'’affak [intens. act. part.] an incorrigible liar (26:221-2) J* 
Jju Jjjj o- shall I tell you who the 

devils come down to?, they come down to every lying sinner. 

mu^’tafikatun [act. part, fern.; pi. mu^’tafikdt] that 

which is turned upside down, overthrown, subverted, the cities 
which were turned upside down, or subverted, such as the city of 
Lot (q.v.) (9:70) and the 

peoples of Midian and the overthrown cities, their messengers 
came to them with clear proofs. 

J/ui/i ■’-/-/ (of a female’s milk) to decrease; (of planets and stars) to 
set; to be absent or go away from. Of this root, two forms occur 
four times in the Qur’an: '’afala three times and (jJal '’qfdm 

once. 

iM '’afala u [v. intrans.] to set (6:78) li* Jli 
[jjk fJL (Jli cjjaf Ilia ’jS\ li* Jfj then when he saw the 
sun rising he cried, ‘This is my Lord! This is greater’, but when 
the sun set, he said, ‘My people, I disown all that you associate 
[with Him]. ’ 

"afdln [pi. of act. part. ‘’dfd] that which sets (6:76) llJa 
[joJiVI 1^1 7 Jli ji! llii Jij IJk Jli jkjk ^ when the night 

grew dark over him he saw a star and said, ‘This is my Lord, ’ but 
when it set, he said, 7 do not like things that set. ’ 

cjjSI dqqitat (see w-q-t). 

^-k-l food; yield; morsel; to eat, to consume, to devour; to 
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erode; to beeome enraged. Of this root, six forms oeeur 110 times 
in the Qur’an: '’akala 93 times; '’akl four times; 

^akilun three times; ^akkalun onee; Jjku ma^kul onee and 
L^l '’ukul seven times. 

^akala u [v. trans., v. n. Ijk! ^akl] 1 to eat (20:121) Slkla 
1:41 ‘^42 so they both ate from it, and their private parts 
appeared to them 2 to feed, graze, pasture (7:73) 

5 dll L)^j! \a jjii this is God’s she-camel-a sign for you-so let 

her graze in God’s land 3 to eonsume, devour (3:183) ‘cj Ijlli jjiil 
jUJ V’i those who say, ‘God 

has made covenant with us not to believe in any messenger until 
he brings to us a sacrifice to be consumed by fire ’ 4 to consume, 
appropriate (2:188) i3=kih V j and do not consume 

each other’s property wrongfully 5 to squander, waste away (4:6) 
Vj Ijii’jli I4.ij ’(jli Ijiij Ijj 

‘jl t* and test orphans until they reach 

marriageable age; then, if you find they have sound judgement, 
hand over their property to them-do not squander it wastefully 
and in haste before they come of age 6 to charge, to exact wages 
or compensation for one’s trouble (4:6) ^ 'JS. ‘ifij 

^jJkJa Ij^a whoever [of the guardians] is well-off let him 

abstain [from charging for managing the orphan’s property], and 
whoever is poor let him charge in accordance with the norms', 
*(5:66) I jkSf they would have been blessed 

in this and the coming Life [lit. they would have eaten both from 
what is above them and from what is beneath them] 7 to accept 
for one’s use, to annex (4:4) ‘cfi ^ 

lij- 14 ^ 11 ^ ^ g/ve women their dowries as a 

[statutory] gift [upon marriage], but if they are happy to give up 
some of it for you, you may accept it by all means [lit. you may 
eat it with health and pleasure-giving appetite]. 

(IjjlsT ^dkilun [pi. of act. part. '’dkil] those who eat (37:66) 
bjlaoll they will surely be eating from it, 

and fidling bellies from [some of] it. 

^akkdlun [pi. of intens. act. part. ^akkdl] ones who 
devour, ones who are given to devouring; greedy (5:42) 



tjjlis! uiku eagerly listening to falsehood and greedily 
consuming the unlawful. 

jjsL ma^’kul [pass, part.] that which is eaten, grazed, eropped, 
gnawed, devoured (105:5) JjSL [41*^ He made them like 
dried foliage that had been grazed to stubble. 

jsl ^ukul [n.] yield (2:265) caili JjIj ^ JLS 

like a garden on a hill-heavy rain falls and it produces double its 
[normal] yield. 

II "aZ- the definite artiele slJ) oeeurring some 8865 times in 

the Qur’an. It is prefixed to a eommon indefinite noun (s'jSj ^1), 
and funetions as: I eognisanee (^,4*11 J), partieularising the noun 
to whieh it is prefixed on the grounds that 1 it is already 
mentioned in the diseourse, for example in (73:15-16) US 
Jjlo'jll o’jt ji Vj2j 'Jjt’ji ULoJ as We sent a messenger to 
Pharaoh, but Pharaoh disobeyed the messenger 2 it is assumed to 
be common knowledge sueh as and jl^jll in 

(36:40) jwall 21jU ‘j ^ h is not for the sun to overtake 

the moon 3 it is physieally present at the time of speaking sueh as 
J.joll in (5:3) cjIoSf J."j2l today I have perfected your religion 

for you. These three types have their eounterparts in the use of the 
definite artiele ‘the’ in English II generie "al H), 

generalising the common noun to which it is prefixed by 1 
embraeing all and every one of its members jI jl> jUI) 

sueh as (translatable not with ‘the’ but as 

‘humankind’) in (4:28) u'-aV' tiUj for humankind was 

created weak 2 embraeing all and every one of its attributes 
also designated as the "al of perfeetion 
(JUSII Jl), sueh as t^tiill (translatable as ‘the Book’, with great 
emphasis on ‘the’, or as ‘the very Book’) in (2:2) Ui'j 7 411j 

5 ua this is the perfect Book in which there is no doubt, 
containing guidance for those who are mindful of God, or 3 
pointing to the main quality or essenee of the nature of the noun 
sueh as »U1I (translatable into English as ‘water’ with no definite 
artiele) in (21:30) fUil liU- j and We fashioned from 

water every living thing. Distinguishing between instanees of the 




cognisance ""al and the generie ""al in various instanees may eause 
interpretational problems. A ease in point is the following verse 
in whieh type 11:3 of the generie '’al oeeurs but could easily be 
confused with type 1:2 of the cognisance ^al (6:89) 'C)^\ 2121 jl 

jjjjalSj Ij2u3 12(1 js UKj jaa fVy* Sjjjll j i-jIjSII those 

[messengers who have been previously mentioned] are the ones 
to whom We gave scripture, wisdom and prophethood [all with 
generic ■’aZ] but if these [people now] disbelieve in them, then 
indeed We [already] have entrusted them [referring to the three 
institutions, but not a specifie book or creed] to a people who do 
not disbelieve in them. 

vi '’ala initiation and interjeetion partiele sli), oeeurring 54 

times in the Qur’an. It lends particular emphasis to the context in 
general and funetions in three ways: I attention drawing particle 
( 4 ^ ‘indeed ...’, ‘surely ...’, ‘alas ...’. It may precede 

either a nominal sentenee, as in (2:13) LS I i-!4 Ijj j 

V ’fA uk I jlli when it is said 

to them, ‘Believe, as the others believe, ’ they say, ‘Should we 
believe like the fools have done?’ Indeed they are the fools, 
though they do not know it or a verbal sentence, as in (11:8) ‘c^j 

la ^A jjlj A tJ Uo 

if We delay the chastisement until a reckoned appointment they 
are sure to say, ‘What is detaining it?’, alas, on the Day it comes 
upon them, it will not be averted from them II gentle 
eneouragement partiele ^j^), ‘wouldn’t you ...?’, as in 

(37:91) i-!l^ so he turned to their gods and 

said, ‘Won’t you eat!’ Ill strong encouragement particle 

‘will [you] not ...?’, as in (26:11) j? f>A the 

people of Pharaoh, will they not take heed? 

OVI ’’al-^’ana (see ’’-y/w-n). 

‘’-l-t oath; deerease, to decrease, to reduce; to prevent, to deny. 
Of this root, Uoll "alatnd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

cjil "alata i [v. trans.] to reduee, to suffer someone, to deny, to 
reeeive less than their dues (52:21) jUij ^ 



Uj an^/ those who believe and 

whose descendants follow them in the faith, We cause their 
descendants to join them, and We do not deny them any of [the 
reward for] their deeds. 

alif-ldm-rd, a letter combination initiating each of Suras 10, 11, 
12, 14 and 15. It is one of twelve such combinations, each of 
which is formed from one or more, up to five, of fourteen letters 
of the alphabet (namely: I c:’ ^ ^ t’4 J, a —* and 

and initiating a total of 29 suras of the Qur’an. Each of the 
combinations, designated by Qur’anic scholars as cjULldl (the 
separated letters), are recited as names of the letters in its/their 
pausal forms (i.e., with a sukun), e.g. '’alif, lam, rd. Because we 
have no hadith from the Prophet as to the significance of these 
letters, Qur’anic scholars have been offering various opinions as 
to what they stand for, although none of these opinions is 
regarded as authoritative. ’al-Razi in his '’al-tafsir '’al-kabir and 
^al-Suyuti in his '’al-dtqdn ji dlum "’al-Qur^’an offer good 
accounts of these opinions. It is sufficient, however, to mention 
two such opinions here: 1 the letters are a reminder to the Arabs, 
who first heard the Qur’an, of their inability to match the 
eloquence of the language of the Qur’an, in spite of the fact that 
the raw material from which the Qur’ an was formed, namely the 
individual letters, such as those making up these combinations, 
was a common property shared by everybody 2 these letters are 
exclamatory devices intended to arrest the listeners’ attention, 
somewhat similar to the custom of starting poems with an 
emphatic ‘No!’ or ‘Indeed!’ for a similar purpose. Exegetes 
normally add after expounding such theories, ‘God knows best.’ 

^-/-/(l) thousand; to put together, bring together; to habituate; 
to get accustomed; to soften up; intimate; mate. Of this root, 
seven forms occur 22 times in the Qur’an: i-jlt dllafa five times; 

mu^allafatun once; ^lldf twice; ^alf 10 times; ci^\ 
dlfayn once; ’dZd/twice and ^jll dluf once. 

till ^allafa [v. II, intrans. with adverb ou] 1 to join together, to 
gather together, to compile (24:43) 44 ‘J jm JJ! 



tolSj do you not see that God drives the clouds, then 

gathers them together, then makes them into a heap? 2 to 
reconcile (3:103) Uji.] "^jJa 'JL %\'Sc.\ jiak jj when 

you were enemies, then He reconciled your hearts together and 
you, by His grace, became brothers. 

mu'"allafatun [pass, part.] one who is softened up, 
reconciled *(9:60) new convert to the faith [lit. those 

whose hearts are being reconciled], 

tiSLij dldf [v. n.] reconciling, habituating; composing; securing 
(106:1) (j5u'j5 [He did this] in order to make Quraysh secure 
(or, to keep Quraysh together as a cohesive unit, or, to help them 
continue with their summer and winter journeys). 

tili '’alf [card. no.; dual '’alfaym, pi. of paucity '’dldf, pi. 
jll '’uluf] 1 one thousand (29:14) i-jli 
tote, Vj and We sent Noah out to his people, and he 

stayed among them for fifty years short of a thousand 2 a great 
amount (2:96) jh«j jl ‘Sfi any of them would long to be 

granted longevity for a very long time [lit. a thousand years]. 

Lili ^alif (2) the letter '’alif represents a long vowel, somewhat open 
front (or back depending on the phonetic context in which it 
appears). Unlike the hamza, it does not function as one of the 
three radicals of the Arabic root and it does not initiate words, 
hence the absence, in dictionaries, of a letter '’alif section. In 
addition to the various roles the '’alif generally plays as a basic 
morpheme of the Arabic language and as a grapheme in the 
standard system of the orthography, it functions in the Qur’anic 
text in particular as: la substitute for the light nun of 
augmentation (kijiiJI C 3 J^\ Jl) (cf. n.), in the two verses (12:32) 
'jjkilj [jilJ he shall assuredly be imprisoned 
and shall be one of the degraded and (96:15) ([>£4!) 1444 

We shall seize him by the forelock and 2 the '’alif of extension ( 4li 
^141), added in some verses to the end of certain words 
terminated in fatha, as in (18:38) Jij 41 j* but, for me. He is 
God, my Lord', (76:4) 51414 (jjjillll Uii.! We have prepared for the 
disbelievers chains and (76:16) goblets of silver. 






The final '’alif in USl, and ijjjfja is pronounced in Qur’anic 
recitation as a short vowel and the words are thus rendered as IjSl, 
and 'jiJ'J respectively 3 non-functional (following an earlier 
system of orthography where the fatha was replaced by the '’alif, 
this was retained later), as in (27:21) J Oit I 

shall punish him severely, or slay him. 

'’-l-l lightening; sharpening; agitation; yearning; family ties; 
pledge, covenant. Of this root, Jj '’ill occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

J) "ill [n.] pact, relationship, tie (9:8) IjSj) 7 ‘cfj 

Yj Vj if they get the better of you, they will not observe 
towards you any tie of kinship or treaty. 

VI ’’ilia, particle occurring 657 times in the Qur’an and functioning 
as: I an exceptive particle (^Uj^I ^j=-), ‘except ...’, ‘save for ...’ 
(2:249) ^ VI ^ I jjj4a but they all drank [deeply] from it, 

except for a few II in the meaning of adjectival jjc- (q.v.) 
‘different from’, ‘other than’ (21:22) lj'4-ii ^1 VI 'cjS, ‘f if 

there had been in them [the heavens and earth[ deities other than 
God, both the heavens and earth would be in ruins III in the 
meaning of ‘but...’ (Jj), (q.v.) (20:2-3) VI jivjil Uljji U 
‘(>1 s'jSju it was not to distress you [Prophet[ that We sent 
down the Qur’an to you, but [We sent it[ as a reminder for those 
who stand in awe [of God]. 

t^l ’’alldY (see (^iil ’’alladhi). 

i:j5UI ’’alldt (see l-w-t). 

"alldtl (see (^il ’’alladhl). 

t^l ’’allatl (see ill ’’alladhl). 

^IjAII "alladhdni (see jll ’alladhl). 

(^ill "alladhi, masc. sing, relative pronoun (jkldl j jidl ^1) 

occurring 304 times in the Qur’an, who/he who; which/that which 



(43:13) Ij* 14 c54 I glory be to Him who subjugated all 
this to US', Jilll (j’alladhdni), masc. dual (jkilll Jkjj, (> 
C’alladhayni) in the accusative and genitive cases) occurring 
twice in the Qur’an (41:29) o^V'j '^J '^'j our 

Lord, show us those of the jinn and the humans who have led us 
astray, ajiJI falladhlna) masc. pi. (',^141 occurring 1073 
times in the Qur’an (21:101) those for 

whom [a promise of] the reward most fair has already been given 
by Us-, 4^1 Callati) fern. sing. iSjUj occurring 68 times in 

the Qur’an (58:1) 411 Jja ja God 

has heard the words of her who disputes with you [Prophet] 
concerning her husband and complains to God', (jallatani) 
fern, dual (no instance of which occurs in the 

Qur’an); (^alldtl), fern. pi. occurring 10 times in 

the Qur’an (12:50) <^5^1 Sjlu41 JU 14 ^itloli tsEj go 

back to your master and ask him about those women who slashed 
their hands', variant (falld^i), fern. pi. ,*-44) occurring 

four times in the Qur’an (58:2) (^Sui Vj 54414^1 "(jj none are 
their mothers except those who gave birth to them. Relative 
pronouns when used in combination with nouns or pronouns 
bring great emphasis to the discourse (35:9) ^il j it is 

God who sends forth the winds', (40:13) 4ljli ja He it is 

who shows you His signs. Members of the ^alladhl paradigm are 
considered as definite. However, in some contexts they may 
occur in the sense of ‘anyone’, ‘anybody’ or ‘whoever’, e.g. in 
(4:16) 14* jili if any two of you commit [a lewd act] 

punish them both. 

ca,^' ^alladhina (see ill ^alladhl). 

M (1) l-m pain, ache, to feel pain; baseness. Of this root, two 
forms occur 75 times in the Qur’an: taHamun three times 

and ^alTm 72 times. 

fdlj taUam [imperf. of v. '^\ '’alima, intrans.] to feel pain, to feel 
hardship (4:104) IS 'dJ^ 'jjj^ bj if you are 

suffering pain, they are also suffering pain as you are suffering. 




'’allm [quasi-intens. act. part.] very painful (41:43) 4E'j ‘jj 
jji jjj your Lord is Lord of forgiveness, but also of 
painful chastisement. 

(2) ^alif-ldm-mim letter combination initiating Suras 2, 3, 29, 30, 
31 and 32 (see jS '’alif-ldm-rd). 

>41 ^alif-ldm-mlm-rd letter combination initiating Sura 13 (see jll 
"alif-ldm-rd). 


(>a4l ^alif-lam-mim-sad letter combination initiating Sura 7 (see jS 
'’alif-ldm-rd). 


—*/J/i '’-l-h old Semitic root denoting deity of which various forms 
occur in all Semitic languages. Of this root, five forms occur 
1139 times in the Qur’an: AJj dldh 111 times; >!«Jj dldhayn twice; 
^1 '’dlihatun 34 times; ^alldh 982 times and ‘^44' ^alldhumma 
five times. 

'’ildh [n.; dual > 41 ] "’ildhayn', pi. ^1 '’dlihatun] 1 deity, god, 
worshipped object (19:81) fjt )41 Ijjjkil 5011 (jji I and 
they have taken for themselves [other] gods, beside God, that they 
might be for them a support 2 God (37:4) V' jl "^] hi truly your 
God is one 3 guiding force (45:23) ifj* < 4 ]] iiul >- c4'J\ consider 
the one who has taken his own desire as a guiding force. 

iil '’alldh [proper name, described by philologists as ‘the most 
definite of all definites’ (UijUlOl Ui jf\)\ God, the True and Only 
One (112:1) ^41 idll ja He is God the One. 

^alldhumma [form of address to God used in contexts of 
absolute supplication; various theories have been advanced as 
regards its structure including it being a borrowing from Hebrew] 
O God! (10:10) 21jl44. l^ji their prayer in it is ‘Glory be 

to You, God!’ 

‘’-l-w/y shortcoming, to be remiss; oath, to swear; to shine; 
favour. Favour, however, could also, on the basis of meaning and 
structure, be connected with the root J/J/l (q.v.). Of this root. 
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four forms occur 37 times in the Qur’an: ijJt ya^’lun once; 
yu'lun onee; ^^ya^’tall onee and iVi ■’dZd'’ 34 times. 

C^jLya^’lun [imperf. of v. Sf! '’ala, trans./intrans.; this verb 
usually takes a negative particle and together they function as a 
single unit] to be reticent towards someone, fall short of doing 
what should be done; to flag; to be remiss (3:118) I> ^LLj I 'i 
VUi. Sf do not take for your intimates such outsiders as 
are unflagging in their ejforts to ruin you. 

yuHun [imperf. of v. IV ((Jl! ’’a^’ld) orthographically > <^1 
’d/d intrans.] to swear, to vow *(2:226) I> 'dffi they 

swear/vow never to have sexual relations with their wives. 

j^ya^tall [imperf. of v. VIII "i^tald, intrans.] to swear 
(24:22) 'a4i:u:4rj I ‘J J-bil jij it Sfj 

5 dll l!j2.o and let not those of you who possess bounty 

and plenty forswear giving to kinsmen, the poor, and those who 
emigrate in God’s cause. 

WT ’d/d’ [pi. of n. ’’alan, ’’ilan or ’’ilyun] favour, 
blessing (53:55) 'dflj fi\'^ so which of your Lord’s 

blessings do you doubt? 

(^1 ’//d preposition (j^ occurring 737 times in the Qur’an. In 
context mainly denotes: 1 a point reached in physieal location 
to, as far as (17:1) ]> blji djjju 'cfldL 

(Jj glory be to Him who made His servant travel 
by night from the Sacred Mosque to the Furthest Mosque 2 a 
point reached in time to, till, until (2:187) \j4 P 

JjJll <_ 5 jj 'flLA\ then complete the fast until nightfall. Grammarians 
differ as to whether a point reached (^UJI means only the 
initial point or the entire extent of the location; consequently 
jurisprudents differ as to whether or not elbows should be 
included in the ablution as eommanded in verse (5:6) 'ojill 

(Jj Jfj ' I jj I you who believe, 

when you are about to pray, wash your faces and your hands up 
to [also interpreted as: up to and including^ the elbows 3 
accompaniment ‘with’ (^^1) (2:14) (Jj Tjk lijj when they 




are alone with their evil companions 4 the meaning of preposition 
fi ((_ji ji jJill) in; at; on; near, by ... (4:87) 

He will gather you all together on the Day of Resurrection. It is 
also said to have the meaning of in (79:18) Jsiji ‘j a) J* do 
you want to purify yourself? 5 direetion towards (19:25) 

ULj lilt and shake the trunk of the palm tree 

towards you, it will drop over you ripe dates 6 the meaning of 
preposition J (J >JI Ui‘to’ (27:33) liU 

the command belongs to you, so consider what orders to 
give us 7 the meaning of preposition ‘'ala ((^ against; upon 
(in one interpretation of 17:4) ^ ^ 

\’jik ffL ‘cfxtkj in the Scripture, We decreed upon the 

Children of Israel, ‘Twice you will spread corruption in the land 
and become highly arrogant’ 8 in addition to (38:24) J>u aal 
7tr->Vi he has wronged you by demanding your ewe [to 
add] to his ewes 9 so-ealled ‘redundant’ imparting 

emphasis to the entire eontext, as in the variant reading of c 5 j^ 
tahwl as tahwa in (14:37)"f^j so 

make [some] hearts of humankind turn to them, (or, to yearn for 
them) 10 eonneeting an agent to an objeet (XSxW) (12:33) Ifj Jli 
jL jj Cm y?Ul he said ‘My Lord! the prison is more 

preferable to me than what they are asking me to do. ’ 
Grammarians note, however, that a goal (^UJ0> of some kind or 
another, is always present as a semantie eomponent in all eontexts 
in whieh oeeurs. 

“ilyds [proper name of Hebrew origin oeeurring three times in 
the Qur’an] the prophet Elijah (I Kings XVII.ff. and II Kings I-II) 
(6:85) Zachariah, John, 

Jesus and Elijah-every one of them was righteous', the story is 
told of how he eommanded his people to refrain from the worship 
of Baal (37:123-32). It is in the eontext of this narrative that a 
quaint etymologieal rendering of the term ‘’ilydsTn oeeurs 
*(37:130) Jl ydsln Jj peace be upon [the family of[ 

77 ydsln interpreted as either ‘’ilyds himself or a plural of 
meaning him and his followers. It is possible, although there is no 
transmitted authority, that Jj Jl eould mean J ’’dl, ‘the people of, 
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‘the family of. 

'’alyasa‘'a [proper name, borrowed from Hebrew, oeeurring 
twiee in the Qur’an] the prophet Elisha (I Kings XVII ff. and II 
Kings I-II) (38:48) jliVl jkj Ej and 

remember Ishmael, Elisha, and Dhu’l-Kifl, each of them truly 
good. 

’am eonjunetive partiele, occurring 137 times in the Qur’an, 
functioning as: I [connected with what precedes it a 

choice between two propositions-‘this or that’; it is usually 
preceded with a hamza that denotes equality sj4a) (q.v.) 

(7:193) tj j"! i o JujI V bjj 

and if you call them to the guidance, they do not follow you-it is 
the same to you whether you call them or you are silent II 
[disconnected from that which precedes it (4»jaax«) (meaning of Jj 
bal, q.v.)] dismissal, or disapproval of a preceding proposition 
and turning to a following one, ‘... nay but ...’, ‘however, even 
...’, ‘or ... as in’ (32:3) yet they say, ‘He 

[Muhammad] has made it up’, which follows (32:2) V Jjjjj 
Vj 5 Ui Lj)'j this scripture, free from all doubt, has been 
sent down from the Lord of the Worlds. It occurs also preceded by 
hamza, denoting disapproval and dismissing the proposition 
before it (7:195) tj j . A’n jj] "(4^^ 

'Cijji-di have they feet to walk with!?, [or] 
have they hands to strike with!?, [or] have they eyes to see with!?, 
or have they ears to hear with!? Similarly it occurs in 
combination with interrogative J* with the same implication 
(13:16) jj^fj eijUBill J* d* are the blind 

and the seeing equal!?, or rather is darkness and light equal!? 

‘’-m-t elevated places; hillocks, crookedness, weakness; 
measurement; to guess; doubt; to bend. Of this root, ’amt 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

dJi ^amt [n./v. n.] crookedness, unevenness (20:106-7) Ujia 
Vj ifjp. tfcji ts'ji Sf Uli and leave them a flat plain, you 

see in it no any crookedness or unevenness. 
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'’-m-d end, terminus; term, period, span, long time; to be angry. 
Of this root, '’amad oeeurs four times in the Qur’an. 

ill ^amad [n.] 1 distanee (3:30) ‘J ‘jl jjj » jL eaUt Uj 

louu riol auJ w/iai if has done of evil; it will wish that there were a 
long distance between itself and that [evil] 2 time (57:16) Ijjji Vj 
iVl JLLi ‘of. LjM IjjJ (jiiJlk and that they should 
not be like those who were given the Scripture before, and the 
time became long for them, so their hearts hardened 3 appointed 
time, point in time, partieular time; end, terminus (72:25) "(jj J 
fil y L&ij "^1 oJ^y i say, 7 do not know whether 

what you have been promised is near, or whether a particular 
time has been appointed for it by my Lord’ 4 [adverbially] in 
duration (18:12) Til Ijii U (^:^l y p then We 

woke them so that We might know which of the two parties was 
better able to calculate how long a time they had remained [in the 
cave], 

’’-m-r boulder, marker, landmark, hilloek; afflietion; ehief, to 
appoint as ehief; eommand, to eommand; affair; to inerease, to 
multiply, to guide. Of this root, eight forms oeeur 248 times in the 
Qur’an: 'fi\ ^amara 54 times; j-l ^umira 23 times; 
ya^tamirun twiee; ^1 amr 153 times; jj^l ^umur 13 times; 
’’dmirun onee; ij^\ ^ammdratun onee and ’/mr onee. 

j4i ^amara u [v. trans.; pass. v. 'jJ\ ^’umira] 1 to order, to 
instruet, to eommand (7:12) '^jL\ jj 'ilu vl i Jli He said, 
‘What prevented you from [lit. from not (see V la, funetion 4)] 
bowing down as I commanded you?’ 2 to enjoin, to ordain, to 
deeree (12:40) Vj Ijijk; ^1 j-l Vj j] all judgement belongs 
only to God, He ordained that you worship none but Him 3 to 
preseribe (2:222) when they are 

cleansed, you may approach them as God has prescribed for you 
4 to ineite (4:37) 2^4 ujjAj those who are 

miserly and incite other people to be the same 5 to eounsel, to 
advise, to suggest (26:35) ‘J yj 

he means to use his sorcery to drive you out of your land!, what 
do you suggest? 6 to justify (52:32) J."j5 p lj«j ■j4^^l "y’jiilj ).! 



tjjtLL does their reason really justify this to them, or are they 
simply insolent people? 7 to charge with, to assign (80:23) 

U yet man has not carried out what He charged him to do 
8 to let someone behave in accordance with their own inclinations, 
to leave someone to his/her own devices (according to one of 
several interpretations of verse 17:16) Uj-l ‘J 'jj'J lijj 

Jjill I and if We desire to destroy a town, 

We leave those of its inhabitants, who are living at ease, to their 
own inclinations, and they commit abominations in it, so the 
sentence is passed against it [the more popular interpretation, 
however, is We command those of its inhabitants who are living 
at ease, and they commit abominations in it]. 

'jJi '’ammara to invest with authority, to cause to be in 
command; to cause to multiply or increase in numbers, in a 
variant reading of verse (17:16) [v. II, trans.] We put in 

command those of its inhabitants who live in luxury, or. We cause 
[such people] to increase in number. 

ya^’tamirun [imperf. of v. H^tamara, intrans.] 1 to 
consult together, to counsel one another (65:6) 
and consult together in a good way 2 to plot together against 
[with prep, j] (28:20) 21 jJ^ 2L [jj the chieftains are 

plotting together [against you] to kill you. 

"’amr [n.] I [pi. j-fj! ^awdmir] 1 command (46:25) tk 
l^j _fL it [the storm] destroys everything by the command of 
its Lord 2 will (9:48) fAj and God’s will 

triumphed, much to their disgust 3 teaching, ordinance, guidance, 
instruction (49:9) so fight the 

oppressive party until it returns to God’s ordinance 4 system, 
order (41:12) >144 JS (_ji jjAUiaia so He 

ordained them seven heavens in two days, and assigned in each 
heaven its order 5 decision, decree (9:106) j 

Ljji 14]j and others are deferred to God’s decree, 

whether He chastises them or accepts their repentance 6 domain, 
prerogative (17:85) Cy cP- ^Ijjltuuj 

51^ yi ^1 and they ask you [Prophet] about the Spirit, say, ‘The 
Spirit is [part] of the domain of my Lord’, you have only been 




given a little knowledge [lit. you have not been given of 
knowledge but a little] 1 obligations, duties, tasks (18:88) I> 

IjHJj Qx <1 (Jjaiijj ^ I kir .as for him who 

believed and did right, for him, as recompense, will be the 
ultimate reward, and we will assign to him of Our 
commands/tasks that which is easy [to fulfil] 8 decree, verdict 
(11:76) Jif- 

Abraham, desist from this: your Lord’s verdict has come about; 
and there is chastisement coming to them that cannot be turned 
back', *(4:59) Jjl those in authority/those in command 9 
opinion, judgement *(18:82) kAA U'j I did not do it out of 

my own accord [lit. I did not do it by my own command] II [ pi. 

^’umur] 1 affair, matter (8:43) "jlj 5125 iUlio 4 

jfl} ^ JuL'jGiij I'jjjk remember when God made you see them 
in your sleep as few—had He shown them to you as many, you 
would certainly have lost heart and disputed over the affair, 
*(12:102) they settled upon their plans', *(9:50) bii-i ^5 

dji we have taken our precautions beforehand', *(21:93) 1 jkLaj 
they fell into disunity, caused a schism amongst 
themselves [lit. they fragmented their affairs between them]', 
*(3:186) jfh\ matters of great importance, serious 
undertakings, a task requiring great capability, *(9:48) 411 I 
they stirred up trouble for you, they devised plots against 
you [lit. they turned the matters for you] 2 situation, condition 
(18:21) ^4“ '4 when they were discussing their 

situation among themslves 3 what exists (11:123) Lijc. 5 drj 

idk 'jfi\ ’^’jj ^jj to God belongs all that is hidden in the 

heavens and earth, and to Him all that exists shall return. 

^dmirun [pi. of act. part. "jA ^dmir] those who enjoin or 
urge someone to do something *(9:112) cf- 
jSidl those who enjoin the good and forbid the wrong, i.e., the 
righteous ones. 

5jl4i '’ammdratun [intens. act. part, fern.] given to tempting or 
urging (to do bad things), prone to inciting (the performance of 
evil acts), one who/that which insinuates or incites (to evil) 
(12:53) f jldlj j>iil' bl I do not exonerate myself 
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for man’s very soul incites him to evil. 

jU) Hmr [quasi-act. part.] grievous, abominable, foul (18:71) 
I Uu4i jil jjijl did you make a hole in it, so as to 
drown its passengers?, indeed, you have done afoul thing! 

'’ams [n.] 1 yesterday, the previous day (28:19) "J jjjm! ^ 
o2fl\j llij cjK us Moses, do you want to kill me, as you killed a 
soul yesterday? 2 [also used adverbially] the near past, a short 
time ago, just recently (28:82) ‘jfcj TjU; 'jjill 

‘of. il4u [jJ lijjll the next day saw those who had just 

recently wished to be in his place exclaiming, ‘Well! It is God 
alone who increases the provision to whoever of His servants He 
will. ’ 

i^Juuu tumsun (see I^ m-s-w/y). 

*/i very long and broad distinct sand dune; to ascertain, to 

discriminate; to mull over; to hope, expectations. Of this root, lU? 
’amaZ occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

'’amal [n.] hope, desire, expectation (15:3) IjiUUj Ijikt 

LJiyaa jfl\ SO leave them to eat and enjoy themselves 
and let [false] hope distract them-they will come to know. 

fift ‘’-m-m this root denotes two primary inter-related concepts of 
mother, race, roots and group on the one hand, and on the other, 
front, main road, leader, example and direction. Of this root, 10 
forms occur 119 times in the Qur’an: ^dmmln once; p ^umm 

24 times; ^ummahdt 11 times; ^ummatun 51 times; p 
‘’umam 13 times; J.Ul ^amdm once; J.Uj ^imdm seven times; 
‘’a^’immatun five times; ‘’ummiyy twice and djd ‘’ummiyyun 
four times. 

'’ammln [pi. of act. part, p ‘’dmm] heading for, setting out 
for (5:2) cUall [jUli V'j nor heading for the Sacred House. 

’wmm [n.] I [pi. ^ummahdt] 1 mother (23:50) 'ey! hUUj 
Xft. Z^'J and We made the son of Mary and his mother an 





exemplar, *(20:94) 'ojIU [an endearing form of address] son of 
my own mother, my own flesh and blood 2 foster mother, milk 
mother (4:23) ... forbidden to 

you are your mothers ... your milk mothers 3 (in relation to 
Muslims) wives of the Prophet, mothers of the believers (33:6) 
kkfjJj the Prophet is more caring 

towards the believers than they are themselves, and his wives are 
[as] their mothers II [no plural] 1 foundation, cornerstone; canon; 
essence (3:7) '>fj euUSki ^ j* 

it is He who has sent this Book down to you, in which are 
verses definite in meaning—these are the essence of the Book—and 
others that are ambiguous/allegorical 2 source, origin (43:4) kij j 
li'i indeed it is [inscribed] in the original 

record [lit. source of the Book], kept with Us, exalted and full of 
wisdom 3 centre, metropolis, capital or main [city] (28:59) 'c]S Uj 
UjUIs jhj Vjloj 1411 Cm 211 ^ 'i4j your Lord would 

never destroy towns until He first raises a messenger in its main 
city reciting Our messages to them', *(6:92) Mecca-mother 

of cities [lit. magnet of dwellings] 4 destination, final abode, 
permanent home (101:8-9) -Vujfj- cjii. ]> Zfj but as for 

the one whose scales [of good deeds] are light-His final abode 
will be the bottomless Pit. 

51) ^ummatun [n., pi. p ^umam] 1 a people, a nation, a 
community (35:24) jjij 144 5U. VI [jl j there has not been a 

community, but came to it [lit. passed away in if] a warner 2 a 
party, a category of people (3:104) Jj^l (Jj [jkij let 

there be a community from among you [also interpreted as: let 
you all turn out to be a community] that calls to goodness 3 a 
crowd (28:23) ^Ull ^1 'ffij 'fkL iU j'Jj llij and when 
he arrived at the water of Midian, he found a crowd of people 
watering [their flocks] 4 a common belief, tradition (43:22) I jSli Jj 
jIjI^ hi j 441 ^jc. Uffij U no indeed!, they say, ‘We 

saw our fathers following this common belief; we are guided by 
their footsteps’ 5 a period of time (12:45) 541 44 jkjl'j 14^ 14j (^41 
then the one who had gained freedom of the two, remembering 
[Joseph] after a while 6 a fixed, or determined time (11:8) Ijjij 
jM 54 ! (Jl Ljlijl U'ji.! if We delay the chastisement till a 
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determined point in time 7 organised society (6:38) ‘of. Uj 
Vj jjIj jjU= Vj /f/iere arej no creatures on 

the earth, nor birds that fly with their two wings, but [that they 
are] [organised] communities like yourselves 8 an epitome of 
Godliness, a man alone, one of a kind (16:120) 

Abraham was truly an example, an epitome of godliness. 

'’amdm [adverbial] front, forward direction; coming time 
(75:5) ’-Cl!] lSj yet man wants to continue sinning in 
the future (or. Yet man wants to deny the truth about things yet to 
come [such as the Day of Resurrection]) [lit. yet man wants to sin 
ahead of him). 

'’imam [n., pi. "a^immatun] 1 a leader (2:124) ijj 
14Uj 'cjlklk Jli pukj ’4'j when Abraham’s Lord 
tested him with certain commandments, which he fulfilled. He 
said, 7 will make you a leader of men’', *(9:12) hardened 

disbelievers [lit. leaders of disbelief 2 a divine writ, a guide 
(11:17) ^'jj 14Uj [>j and before it, the Book of 

Moses, a guide and mercy 3 master record (36:12) AAj 

oiL and We keep an account of everything in a clear 

Master Record 4 creed, conviction (in one interpretation of 17:71) 
^JAj\ JS I jc-oj yji on the Day when We will call every people 
by their creed [also: by their leader, their book or their mothers) 
5 an example, a model (25:74) UUj j and make us good 

examples for the pious 6 a highway (15:79) U<4jj j "f4v IjUaaili 
Cxfi and We took retribution from them; both are still there on a 
clearly marked highway. 

'’ummlyy [nisba adj./n.] 1 unlettered, unable to read (7:158) I ji-li 
5djl-jj so believe in God and His Messenger, the 

unlettered prophet 2 a pagan, a person with no revealed scripture 
(3:20) LjM IjjJ [jjiil °cij ask those who were given 

the Book, as well as those without one, ‘Do you surrender 
yourselves entirely to Him too?’ 

Ci\ '’ammd, occurs 55 times in the Qur’an and functions as: 1 a 
detailing Uij^) or a partitive particle implying conditional 
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dependency, comparison or contrast between the two constituents 
of its sentence (the second of which will always be prefixed with 
i) and lending emphasis to it, ‘as for ... it was/is ...’ (18:79) 111 
cjjlSa as for the boat, it belonged to poor 

people working on the sea 2 a conditional particle indicating 
comparison or contrast (J=sbl), in which case it is usually 
repeated in the discourse, i.e. ‘as for ..., and as for ... ’, as in 
( 2 : 26 ) 'ij lib f^J Lk“ Ijiob ijjill b!i 

li^ ^1 as for those who believe they know it is the truth from 
their Lord, but as for those who do not believe they say, ‘What 
[ever] does God mean by such a comparison?’ 

ill ‘’immd, occurs 30 times in the Qur’an and functions as: 1 option 
particle ^j=-) ‘whether ... or ...’ (18:86) "J Hi ouj^l bl 91^ 

Ibi. ‘J bj'j Ljiu We said, ‘Dhu’l-Qamayn, you may choose 

whether to punish or show them kindness ’ 2 detailing or partitive 
particle (cJx*(76:3) lljj llj cljji*'11 ob-b Uj ^We 
guided him to the [right] way; he is either thankful or ungrateful 
3 a particle denoting uncertainty of an outcome (9:106) ujIp-I^ j 
l-jji bjj 111 5 dll jfi and others are deferred to 

God’s decree, whether He chastises them or accepts their 
repentance. Differentiation is made between the above 111 and the 
one in (19:26) 11‘j:,^ ^^1 Ibvl jls2l 't> Hb and if 

you see any human being, you say: ‘I have vowed to the Lord of 
Mercy a fast. ’ The latter is a compound of conditional oj + so- 
called ‘redundant’ or emphatic md (U). 

Cikf^ '’-m-n to be safe, to be secure; guard, keeper; trust, to be 
trusted; belief, faith, to believe. Of this root, 19 forms occur 858 
times in the Qur’an: '’amina 20 times; i>l ‘’dmana 537 times; 

't>uil H^tumina once; "t>l ‘’dmin six times; ^1 ‘’dminatun once; ojbl 
"dminun 10 times; ^jUl '’amdnatun twice; eubUl '’amdndt four 
times; "t>i ^amn five times; ^1 ^amanatun twice; ’amm 14 
times; JjIIjI ^Imdn 45 times; J>ll madman once; Ojl*ll ma^mun 
once; o-yl mu^min 22 times; mu^minayn once; ojb^l 

mu^’minun 179 times; mu^’minatun six times and cjluyl 
mu^’mindt 22 times. 
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cJi '’amina a [v.] I [intrans.] to feel safe, to be in a time of 
safety (2:196) 't> ',>^1 Ua ^ liU and if 

you are in time of peace/you feel safe, anyone wishing to break 
the restrictions of consecration between the minor pilgrimage and 
the major one must make whatever offering he can afford II 
[trans.] 1 to trust someone with or over something (2:283) 'c^\ 

but if you decide to trust one another 
[with or over something], then let the one who is trusted deliver 
his trust 2 to guard against, to wish to be safe from (4:91) jjVi-- 
J44‘ja 1 jj-h'j ‘cj oj^Ji you will find others who wish to 

be safe from you, and from their own people. 

(>T '’dmana [v. IV] I [intrans.] 1 (as distinguished from ojill 
I jja5 those who deny, I j5(jjill those who assign partners and 
I jaaU ijjjll the hypoerites) those who believe in God (66:8) oiill 
IkjLoj Xly I jjjj I jkli you who believe, turn to God in sincere 

repentance 2 (eontrasted with believing in previous religions such 
as Judaism and Christianity) Muslims (5:69) IjiU I[jjJ [jj 

Vj i—sji. 5\i cJk-j j 

[jjj'jki those who believe, [the Muslims], those who embrace 
Judaism, the Sabians, and the Christians-those who believe in 
God and the Last Day and do good deeds-will have nothing to 
fear or to regret 3 (contrasted with ji-i ^aslama) to attain true 
faith (49:14) tjlkVI l!oij IXaLol Ijljs ‘jflj 

the Bedouins say, ‘We have attained true faith. ’ [Prophet] 
say, ‘You have not [yet] attained true faith, but you should say, 
‘We have submitted’ - as faith has not yet entered your hearts 4 
[with prep. —!] to put faith in (44:21) IjVyi "fi bj j and if 

you do not believe with me, let me be II [trans] 1 to make 
someone safe, to grant someone security (106:4) ]> ^4^4=1 

j He who has fed their hunger, and made them 
secure from fear 2 [also possibly v. Ill] to trust someone (12:64) 
JjS ]> uk Vj 5 uk Ja Jli he said, ‘Do I trust you 

with him other than how I trusted you with his brother before 
[with the same disastrous result[ !?’ 

4)kil) ^Ptumina [pass, of v. VIII okul ^Ptamana] to be entrusted 
with (2:283) AjjU! [jkyl tsiil ]>! [jli but if you decide 




to trust one another, then let the one who is trusted fulfil his trust. 

2>T ■’amm [quasi-act. part.; fern. dminatun', pi. 
'’dminun] 1 safe, seeure (16:112) Aj-li cjjlk ^‘ja 
God presents the parable of a city that was secure and at ease 2 
peaeeful, at peaee, tranquil (44:55) 1*4 

peaceful [and contented], they will call for every kind of fruit. 

'’anidnatun [fern, n., pi. eubu! ^’anidndt] trust, eharge (4:58) 
IjjA'i (Jj pUUVl Ijjjj "J ‘if God commands you to return 

trusts to their owners', *(33:72) Uj 

Uijlia ifS 4jJ [jUjvi jjaiiilj lg'i(2-\j y cii^ We 

offered the trust to the heavens, the Earth and the mountains, yet 
they refused to carry it and were afraid of it; but man carried it- 
indeed he is sinful, ignorant. Commentators greatly differ as to 
the meaning of with the definite artiele in this eontext. Being 
charged with responsibility ijKMI), with the definite artiele, is 
ehosen by ’al-Razi; this ehoiee fits the larger eontext. Other 
interpretations inelude: obedienee, the ehoiee between obedienee 
and disobedienee as offered to Adam, reason or intelleet, prayer 
and other duties and obligatory statutes whieh God has imposed 
upon His servants. 

‘ifJi ^amn [v. n./n.] 1 safety, seeurity (24:55) A) y« 

and He will give them in exchange, after their fear, security 2 
peaee, tranquillity, sanetuary (2:125) UIj 4- jjj 

and when We made the House [at Mecca] a resort and a 
sanctuary for people. 

'’amanatun [n.] inner ealm, tranquillity, relaxation, peaee 
(3:154) <_s2:aj C-Uj Aj Jjjl ‘fi then He caused 

peace, after sorrow, to descend upon you-a sleep which overtook 
a group of you. 

b**' ■’amm [quasi-aet. part.] 1 honest, trustworthy (26:193) Jjj 
zJj' ^ ihe trustworthy spirit came down with it 2 sineere, 
honest (7:68) ‘aij uf j Jfj pVJ.j I convey to you the 

messages of my Lord, and I am a sincere adviser to you 3 safe, 
seeure (95:3) c^\ 441 liij and [by] this safe town. 
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^Imdn [v. n./n.] 1 faith (59:9) ' ji j? 

and those who are firmly established in their 
homes and in the faith before them, love whoever emigrated to 
them 2 believing, belief (16:106) ^ jk ‘(f. he who 

denies God after having believed 3 (contrasted to ^’isldm) deeply 
entrenched true faith (49:14) 'jlj5 IjSfj 

but you should say, ‘We have submitted’-as true faith has not yet 
entered your hearts. 

ma^’man [n. of place] place of safety, place of security 
(9:6) ^ ^ •>" 1 .nl jik.! ^jj and 

if any one of the polytheists should seek your protection 
[Prophet], grant it to him so that he may hear the word of God, 
then take him to his place of safety. 

ma^’mun [pass, part.] something devoid of harm, 
something completely safe (70:28) ‘J\ [for] 

from the chastisement of their Lord none may feel completely safe. 

mu^min [quasi-act. part./n.; dual mu^minaym, pi. 

mu^’minum, fern. mu^’minatum, pi. mu^’mindt] 1 

adherent to the true faith (33:36) 14 Vj ij'4 Wj 

uj^ "J ^j^jj it is not fitting for any believing 

man or a believing woman, once God and His Messenger have 
decided on a matter, that they should have a choice of their own 
[in the matter] 2 one who believes (26:3) Ijjj^ Vi 4Lij 21kl 
perhaps you [Prophet] are going to torment yourself to 
death [worrying] that they will not become believers!? 

^umniyatun (see i^jc^j^m-n-y). 

Vf/i '’-m-h to forget; to confess; to entrust to; mother; root. Of this 
root, only ^amahin, a variant reading of ^ummatin, occurs 
11 times in the Qur’an. 

'ui '’amah (a variant reading) [v. n.] forgetting [also interpreted 
as: confessing] (12:45) j having remembered [Joseph] 

after forgetting [him]. 

j/f/i "-m-w female slave, to take a female slave for oneself. Of this 
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root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: '’amatun and 

iUj ^ima\ 

^amatun [n., pi. iU female slave (24:32) ... I 

marry ojf ... the good among your slaves 
and your female slaves. 

b? '’an particle occurring 617 times in the Qur’an and functioning in 
various ways including the following: I infinitive (^j'alax), so 
designated because it combines with a following imperfect verb 
(rendering it subjunctive y.^) and designating it to the future 
tense to form an equivalent to an infinitive noun (Jj> 
(18:79) ‘J djj'jti and I sought to damage it. This infinitive 
noun performs versatile functions, including: 1 a subject of a 
nominal sentence (2:184) jji-1 ‘jj but fasting is better for 
you 2 a subject of a verbal sentence (57:16) ^4^ "J 

is it not time for believers that their hearts become 
humble to the remembrance of God? 3 a predicate in the 
accusative (10:37) fdll jji I> isyiL "J b'4 this Qur’an 

is not such as could have been contrived by anyone save God 4 
second part of a construct (^4:=]), in the genitive (63:10) "J Jja 
dj'jbl ji'ia.! before death comes to one of you. "J may elide 
before an imperfect, in which case the verb may preferably be in 
the indicative or the subjunctive and the ‘J is then 

inferred or implied (39:64) do you 

order me to worship someone other than God, you foolish 
people? (ji may also form a verbal noun with a verb in the perfect 
denoting past tense (28:82) Uj Gbc. b“ ‘i) were it not 
for God having been gracious to us, He would have caused it [the 
earth] to swallow us too II ‘j contracted form of 'd 
occurring after a verb denoting certainty or one used in a 
manner similar to such a verb. The subject of j, in such cases, is 
an elliptical pronoun of the story (standing for <jf) ( ijLill 
^jok.^) ‘the case is ...’, ‘the situation is ...’, ‘the fact of the matter 
is ... ’. The predicate of this type of J may be an imperfect verb in 
the accusative case (73:20) bj^ "b He knows that 

[the case will be this:[ there will be among you [some who will 
be] sick', it may also be a nominal phrase (11:14) ^ bi! I jbkU 




jA Vj V "Jj then you will all know that it [the Qur’an] is only 
sent down containing knowledge from God, and that there is no 
god but He III explicative always preceded by a sentence 

denoting the meaning, but not containing a derivative, of Jjill, ‘to 
say’, and followed by another sentence, as in (38:6) ^4“ 

^j 'j the leaders among them went on 
[saying], ‘Walk away and be steadfast to your gods’ IV so-called 
‘redundant’ so designated because, structurally, it may or 

may not be used in what seem to be parallel structures (14:12) U'j 
JS'jaj Ui what [reason] do we have for not relying upon 
God? (in which it occurs), as compared with (5:84) (>yj V UJ U'j 
5 UHj why should we not believe in God? (in which it does not 
occur). Of all occurrences of so-called ‘redundant’ j the most 
frequent is that in which it follows the temporal lammd 
(12:96) then, when the bearer of good news came. 

Like all so-called ‘redundant’ particles, so-called ‘redundant’ J 
lends emphasis to the general context V meaning ‘lest’ (5U1 
(4:176) I jLii ‘j kill ’flu God makes this clear to you lest you 

should err, and (39:56) yi caL'ja U yjj Jjii "J 

lest a soul should say, ‘Woe is me for having neglected what is 
due to God. ’ 

'’in particle occurring 697 times in the Qur’an and functioning in 
various ways, including the following: I conditional, ‘if (kjL"_y) 
(8:38) ja U 41 jaL 1,44 "d if they desist, what went before will 
be forgiven them II negative (kjih), preceding either a verbal 
sentence: (9:107) yLLlI VI UVj ‘(jl dil42j and they swear ‘We 
intended nothing but good’, or a nominal sentence (58:2) d 
4j‘-4j yVJI VI their mothers are no other than those who gave birth 
to them III d contracted form of d d t> kaiL..) lending 
emphasis to the context and preceding either a nominal sentence: 
(43:35) liill siyjl ^ 411j JS dj j <^nd all of these are mere 
enjoyments of this life', or a verbal sentence (26:186) dd ^likudj 
duilHI indeed we think you are one of the liars IV so-called 
‘redundant’ (s-kij), lending emphasis to the context, as in one 
interpretation of verse (46:26) 59 ? "yhS- dj 4;^ jalj and We had 
established them in that in which We have not established you. 
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Ui 


Ui ^ana r‘ person sing, pronoun, I, occurring 67 times in the Qur’an 
(12:69) u! I am your [very] brother, nahnu 1*‘ person pi. 
pronoun, we, occurring 673 times in the Qur’an, and frequently 
used by God in referring to Himself (76:28) "^laSk ^kj We 
fashioned them. These pronouns also function as emphatic units: 
T myself (12:69) ^>.1 Ui I am your [very] brother, and ‘We 
ourselves’ (15:9) jSill UTjj Uj it is We ourselves who have sent 
down the Remembrance. 

^andm (see ^jc^fs ^’-n-m). 

ejji ^anta 2"'^ person sing. masc. pronoun, you, occurring 81 times in 
the Qur’an; tku! '’antumd 2"'^ person dual. masc. & fern, pronoun, 
‘both of you’, occurring once; '’antum 2"‘' person pi. masc., 
‘you’, occurring 129 times. These pronouns also function as 
emphatic units, ‘you yourself, as in (12:90) cjh 'd\d could it 
be that you yourself are Joseph? and (21:54) j aal 

jSUia you yourselves and your fathers have clearly gone 
astray. 

Ikiii ^antumd (see ^anta). 

‘^1 ^antum (see ^anta). 

""-n-th female; to be soft, to be lenient, to be accommodating. 
Of this root, three forms occur 30 times in the Qur’an: ^unthd 

18 times; ^unthayayn six times and ikiUj Jndth six times. 

'’untha [n.; dual JiM ^unthayaym, pi. iiUj dnath] female 
(4:124) jAj jl jSi qx cJktj 

anyone, male or female, who does good deeds and is a believer, 
will enter Paradise. 

"al-^’injll [proper noun of Greek origin occurring 12 times in 
the Qur’an] the New Testament, the Gospel (57:27) if' <^-u3u liaa'j 
sliili'j and We caused Jesus, son of Mary to follow [the 
prophets] and We gave him the Gospel, *(5:47) ^he 

people of the Gospel, the Christians. 





The Qur’an declares that the Gospel was taught and revealed 
to Jesus; in the same way that the Torah was revealed to Moses. 
The Christian tradition speaks of it being synonymous with the 
good news taught about Jesus, whereas the Islamic concept of ^al- 
’injil places emphasis on the notion of a divinely revealed text. 

humans, people; tamed animals, to tame; affable, 
friendly, intimate friend, to be sociable; to detect, to perceive, to 
come to know, to gather information, to seek gently. Of this root, 
eight forms occur 97 times in the Qur’an: '(>ul '’anasa five times; 

tasta^’nis once; ^ins 18 times; ^insan 65 times; 
'’unds five times; '’andsiyy once; '’insiyy once and 

musta^’nisln 11 times. 

'’dnasa [v. IV, possibly III, trans.] 1 to perceive, to sight 
from a distance (28:29) IjU "u- he caught sight of a 

fire on the side of the Mount 2 to conceive, to detect, to sense, to 
discern (4:6) Ijkajli ^>4-“ Juluh (jU IjiJj ljj 

and test the orphans until they reach marriageable age, 
then, if you perceive in them sound judgement, hand over their 
property to them. 

^liuu tasta^’nis [imperf. of v. X ^ista^nasa, intrans.] to 

draw attention to one’s presence, to alert people to one’s presence, 
to seek permission to enter (24:27) Jjc. Ijkjj V I _yd\f. 144^14 
14 Ja! Ij^j I^ believers, do not enter houses 

other than your houses until you [first] have asked permission 
and greeted the folk inside them. 

o-jj dns 1 [collect, n.] [n.; pi. '^unds] humankind as 
opposed to other species, particularly jinn (q.v.) (27:17) j4kj 
"r43 jj^' j 'cfiuLi and marshalled before 

[lit. to] Solomon were his hosts of jinn, humankind and birds; and 
they were marshalled in ordered ranks 2 a human being (55:39) 
“tjlk V j ‘cfi jtb Sf on that day not a human nor a jinn 

will be questioned about his sin. 

bluu'yi ^al-^insdn [collect, n.] 1 humankind (4:28) 

11*4= and humankind was created weak 2 man, the human being. 




people, men and women (50:16) ^ 50 Lh* 

oijjJ Jj=-1> foij We created man, and We know what his 

soul whispers within him, and We are closer to him than the 
jugular vein 3 (possibly) Adam (15:26) I> oLuVl Usii. jsij 

UA. We created man [Adam] out of dried clay formed from 
dark, putrid mud\ * name of Sura 67, so-named because of 
the reference in verses 1-3 to the creation of ‘humankind’, also 
named ""al-dahr (see ^Ajsda-ha-ra). 

o-lj' '’unds [pL ofgroups of people, tribes (2:60) "■sS 
each group of people knew their drinking place. 

^insiyy [nisba adj.; pi. ^6? ^andsTyy] a member of the 
human race, a human being (25:49) IjjjS 14Uu! UsL ll- 
and We give it as a drink to many beasts and humans from that 
which We have created. 

musta^’nisln [pi. of act. part. musta^’nis] ones 

seeking/desiring conversation, ones socialising (33:53) J.lwi liU 
djjAJ V'j I jjiijU then, when you have eaten, disperse, and 

do not stay on seeking conversation [lit. seeking companionship 
through conversation]. 

^-n-f nose-, tip; foremost; chief; to begin, to go first; to go by; 
to disdain, to be angry. Of this root, two forms occur three times 
in the Qur’an: ’an/twice and iijl ’dn/an once. 

t-ii ^anf [n.] nose (5:45) t>4l j ‘J 

... MjVU J in it We prescribed for them: a life for a life, an 
eye for an eye, a nose for a nose ... 

UjT '’dnifan [adverbial] presently, just now (47:16) Jli liU 
what was it that he has said, just now? 

f/o/i -m (no verb) all God’s creatures. 

^ui '’andm [collect, n. occurring once in the Qur’an] creatures 
(including humankind. Some philologists describe it as meaning 
every creature that goes to sleep, as if it were derived from j/o 
n-w-m) (55:10) A j and the Earth He laid down for 



the creatures. 


'c]i '’anna a sister of ‘ci ’’inna (d] i>) (q.v.) a subordinating 

particle occurring some 360 times in the Qur’an. Like bj it lends 
emphasis to the context but differs from it in the fact that ‘j, 
together with the following sentence, undergoes a process of 
subordination and functions as a nominal clause serving as, e.g., a 
subject (72:1) 't> jii kjf ^ [it] has been revealed to 

me that a company of the jinn listened in [on a recitation of the 
Qur’an] or as an object (6:109) ^ U'j what 

will make you realise that if it [a sign from God] came [to them] 
they still will not believe? 

bl '’inna emphatic particle ^jp-), occurring some 1679 

times in the Qur’an. It is the main member of a group of five 
particles designated by Arab grammarians as "’inna and its 
sisters’ ‘^jj) (‘jj ’’inna, 'J ’’anna, ka^anna, J*! la^alla and 

dul layta), which precede nominal sentences governing the subject 
in the accusative case and lend various semantic implications, 
particular to each particle, to the contexts in which they appear, 
(see particle alphabetically). Besides functioning as ‘certainly’, an 
emphatic particle carrying the force of ‘indeed’, ‘surely’ (36:16) 
'dfLdJ^ Uj indeed we have been sent to yow, (49:12) 'o^ d} 

pj [even] some suspicion is a sin, (jj may also function as a 
particle of causation (34*^ ^jp-) (12:53) ‘d IsJ? 

f jLlU 7 do not exonerate myself for man’s very soul incites him to 
evil. 

M hnnamd (said by Arab grammarians to be a compound of the 
emphatic d] + so-called ‘redundant’ U which prevents dl having 
any government) particle of limitation j occurring 

some 22 times in the Qur’an; so-called because it denotes 
restriction of that which it precedes to that which follows it, ‘x is 
only y’ (13:7) cjjl Uj] you are but a warner. 

^J\ '’anna I interrogative ^\) occurring 28 times in the Qur’an. 

In addition to the element of strong exclamation it lends to the 
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whole context, tpi denotes the senses of: 1 ‘however?!’ (19:20) tpi 
Jjjk) however can I have a son when no 
mortal has touched me?! 2 ‘wherever from?!’ (3:37) li* 

Mary, from wherever [on earth] do you get these [provisions]?! 
II adverbial (^jl^>) ‘whenever’ as in one interpretation of (2:223) 
‘fiiA I jjU your women are your fields, so go 

into your fields whenever you like. 

'’-n-w/y divisions of the night; daytime; to become due, (of 
food) to become ready; proper time; utensils; to be deliberate, to 
be solemn; to await; to be very hot. Of this root, five forms occur 
eight times in the Qur’an: (_sjb ya^’nl once; '’dni once; ^1 
'’dniyatun twice; »lj] ■’ana'’ three times and ■’/nd once. 

ya^’nl [imperf. of v. '^J\ '’aniya, intrans.] to become due; to 
reach the appointed time (57:16) jkil ‘j 

is it not time for believers that their hearts become humble to 
the remembrance of God? 

""dnl [quasi-act. part.] having become due, having reached 
maximum point or degree (55:44) 'of fin they will 

go round between it and boiling hot water. 

'’dniyatun I [fern, of (^1 ^dnl] having reached maximum 
point or degree; (of heat) boiling hot (88:5) and 

are forced to drink from a boiling hot spring II [collect, n./pl. of 
iUj ■’/nd'’] utensils, vessels, serving equipment (76:15) 

‘of. XAi they will be served with vessels of silver. 

fUT ■’dnd'’ [pi. of n. ■’/ny or ■’/nd] hours, or watches [of 
the night] (20:130) 4likl J'jLfj JjJll q-'j and in 
the hours of the night glorify [His] praise, and at the ends of the 
day, so that you may find contentment. 

yj) ^/nd [v. n.] (act of) reaching appointed time, due coming, 
becoming due or ready (33:53) "J Vj eu Ju 1 JLlsi V I jUf. Pyil 

iUj [jjjlilj Jic. ■j:41 believers, do not enter the Prophet’s 

apartments, unless you are given permission for a meal, without 
waiting for its due coming. 



OVI '’aVana (see djnsl'^ '’-w/y-n). 

'’-h-l family, kin; to be populated; to be tamed; to be worthy, 
to be deserving; to take a wife. Of this root, '’ahl occurs 127 
times. 

JaI '’ahl [collect, n.] 1 people (2:126) l!«-^ Vj 

jiVI 5 dllj my Lord, make this land 

secure and provide with produce those among its people who 
believe in God and the Last Day 2 family, household (28:12) J* 
clli shall I guide you to a household who 

could rear him for you? 3 euphemism for wife (12:25) U iijli 
i;211 aL j J she said, ‘What punishment befits the one who 
intended harm to your wife?’ 4 owners (4:58) Ijjyj "J bj 

141*1 pUUVl God commands you to return trusts to their owners 
5 dwellers, inhabitants, occupants (18:71) 1114 . 1 ^ 1141*1 jjiul 4^'>.l 
Ijlij 14 ^ did you make a hole in it, so as to drown its passengers 
[occupants]?, indeed, you have done afoul thing! 6 [as first part 
in construct (^l-:=j), ‘worthy of, ‘deserving of (74:56) l!*1 j* 

He is most deserving of being heeded', *(5:47) ihe 

people of the Gospel, Christians', *(33:33) eiiui'd*! people of the 
House, the Prophet’s household', also used in specific reference to 
members of Prophet Abraham’s household in verse (11:73) ei4kj 
ti^ll Jkl kilS'jj j 4il the Mercy and Blessings of God [are] 
upon you people of the household [of Abraham]', *(16:43) jkill J*! 
those who have the knowledge', or those who have had [previous] 
revelations, i.e. Jews and Christians', *(3:64) t^l^l J*! people of 
the Book, Jews in particular, and Christians', *(38:64) jUll lP^I 
inhabitants ofHellfire. 

Jl ^dl (see J/yi ^-w-t). 

ji '’aw conjunction Uija.) occurring some 280 times in the 

Qur’an and conveying various specific meanings including the 
following: 1 doubt (*4411) (18:19) ffi "J we have 

remained a day or part of a day 2 vagueness (34:24) ‘j Ujj 

(jiL ^ ‘J J’A, 14 a and indeed either we or you are 
following the right guidance or are in clear error 3 giving 



options ‘either ... or’ and, after prohibitory V forbidding 

all options and ehoiees, ‘neither ... nor’ (76:24) "J y=j 7 

I jjiS do not obey any sinner or disbeliever among them 4 allowing 
a thing or making it allowable (^W') (24:61) ‘j ‘J 

■^ 14^1 P Ju j\ ciiju that you eat from your houses, or the 
houses of your fathers, or the houses of your mothers 5 
unrestrieted eonjunetion a^), as in the meaning of ‘and’ 

(jljll (_jj»-<i) (11:87) (_ji Jitij q\ jI pu 14 iiljaj J 

iUu U does your prayer [religion] tell you to forsake what our 
forefathers worshipped and refrain from doing whatever we 
please with our properties? 6 division or separation 
(2:135) I j24j ji fjjA Ijjjk Ijllij they say, ‘Become Jews or 

Christians, and you will be rightly guided’ 7 transition in the 
sense of adversative bal (Jj ‘nay ... rather ...’ 

(2:74) "J ^ 211j 4<j PP ^ even after that, 

your hearts hardened so they were like rocks, or even harder 8 
the meaning of exeeptive ‘’ilia (VI ‘exeept’, ‘unless’ 

aeeording to the views of some eminent seholars in interpreting 
verse (2:236) l^pa^)i:j jl y)A j) ii i4i ^ 14 ^14ull yjj ^Ip- V 

there will be no financial liabilities on you [also interpreted as: no 
blame attached to you] if you divorce women, so long as you have 
not yet consummated the marriage, unless you have fixed a dower 
for them. 

Jl ’aw as a rule J joins similarly struetured units (phrases, 
elauses, nominal sentenees, verbal sentenee, ete.) as in the 
examples quoted above. Deviation from this norm imparts speeial 
meaning/importanee to the unit whieh does not strueturally agree 
with the rest in a sueeession of ^aw-joined units. An example of 
this is the partieularising of sending a messenger as a means of 
eommunieation between mortals and God by the use of the verbal 
elause V j4.'j in a sequenee of non-verbal elauses all of which 

are joined by J in the following verse (42:51) kill lukl ‘j jPl [ylk Uj 
iUlu 14 ^jlj ^V JCj jl 1^14.^ fIjj jl Vj it is not 

[possible] for a mortal that God speak to him except through 
revelation or from behind a veil, or if He sends a messenger to 
reveal, or sends a messenger so he reveals by His leave whatever 
He wills. 



v/j/^ ""-w-b ditch in which water collects, place to which people 
return; to return; to repeat; to be swift, to be agile; custom. Of this 
root, five forms occur 17 times in the Qur’an: '’awwibi once; 

LjO ^iyab once; s-ifj '^awwab five times; (jjjfJ ^awwabln once and 
ijU ma^ab nine times. 

"awwibl [imper. of v. II iJj '’awwaba, intrans.] to repeat, 
to echo (34:10) ^ Xiaa llo jjfj jSTj Wc graced 

David with a favour from us, [We said], ‘Mountains, echo God’s 
praises with him. ’ 

LiU) ^iyab [v. n.] returning, coming/going back (88:25) liij bj 
to Us will be their returning. 

Lil'J ^awwdb [intens. act. part.; pi. oufj ‘’awwdbln] 1 one given 
to going back, one who sincerely repents and goes back to God 
(38:30) kij 'fu (jUjL IjjAjj and We gave to David 
Solomon, an excellent servant who always turned to God 2 
(possibly) one who strongly enumerates, echoes or repeats [praise 
of God] (in one interpretation of 38:19) ^ and 

the birds, gathered together; each enumerating His praise 3 
obedient, submitting (in another interpretation of 38:19) 

IJj y and the birds, gathered together; each submitting 

to him [Solomon]. 

LiU ma^’db [n. of place or time/v. n.] place of return, final 
abode/act of returning (78:39) liU <[j idlj 

that is the True Day, so whoever wishes to, should take a path 
returning to his Lord. 

'ayyub (see alphabetically). 

"-w-d weight; effort, hardship; to weigh down; crookedness; to 
wriggle; to be kind. Of this root, i jfi ya^’ud occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

ijfiya^’ud [imperf. of v. i ‘’ada, bans.] to weigh down, to 
trouble, to wear down (2:255) iiji Vj 

His throne extends over the heavens and the Earth; 
preserving them both does not weigh Him down. 



j/j/l ^-w-/ returning, resorting to, reverting to; a plaee of return; to 
be redueed to; to hail from; to preeede, to go first; to proeess, to 
deduee, to infer. Of this root, five forms oeeur 125 times in the 
Qur’an: ta^wll 17 times; J ^al 26 times; "jJ '’awwal 24 times; 

'^awwalun 38 times and ’w/d 20 times. 

ta^’wll [v. n./n.] 1 interpretation (of a dream) (12:44) I jlli 
'tjjJUj Liijcu 'tjkj Uj djUkaf they said, ‘[These are] 

nonsensical dreams and we are not knowledgeable in dream- 
interpretation’ 2 inferenee, dedueing the signifieanee of an 
ambiguous text; interpretation (3:7) U 'dJ^ ^ llti 

Vj Uj iUjjlj ^ as for the ones in 

whose hearts is swerving, they pursue the ambiguous in it 
desiring [to cause] dissension and desiring its [definite] 
interpretation, when only God knows its [true] interpretation 3 
eonsequenee, outeome, end result (4:59) ^ 5 !) (J ‘ip 

j tSllj (“kS (jj j and if you 

should dispute over something, refer it to God and the 
Messenger-if you truly believe in God and the Last Day that is 
better and fairer in the end', (7:53) jL 'ffi Vj 'djj^ i.!* 

lij Jkj eiilk ja J)a sjlu do they await but its 

fulfilment?, on the Day its fulfilment is realised, those who had 
previously ignored it will say, ‘Our Lord’s messenger did bring 
the truth’ 4 realisation, eoming true, fulfilment (12:100) ^'jj 
l£a. ja ifii 'i^i iJjjh li* ^ 

and he led his parents to the couch, and they fell down prostrate 
before him and he said, ‘Father, this is the fulfilment of my dream 
of long ago; My Lord has made it come true ’ 5 effeet (in one 
interpretation of 12:37) ‘J JjS ukyt V Jli 

ukjjt he said, ‘No food will come to you for your sustenance 
without me telling you of its ejfects [and what it could do to you] 
before it arrives. ’ 

JT ^d/ [eoll. n. oeeurring 26 times in the Qur’an; also it may 
have originally been ‘’ahl (q.v.) and is always in eonstruet with 
a following n.] 1 family, household (3:33) Ikjj j 'Nl\ ‘qI 

ijidUll 'Ji'fic. JVj i3Vj indeed God has chosen Adam, the 
family of Abraham and the family of Hmrdn above all others', 
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a/j/5 

* Jf name of Sura 3, a Medinan sura, so-named for the 
mention of Hmrdn in verse 33 2 people (3:11) jjifj 
UjUL like [the case of] Pharaoh’s people and their 

predecessors [who] denied Our revelations. 

iSji ^awwal [quasi-aet. part.; fern. ■’w/d; pi. (jjfJ ^awwalun] 
1 first (3:96) ^ bl the first House [of 

worship] to be established for people was the one at Mecca', 
*(57:3) JjVl [an attribute of God] the First, the Beginning', 
*(53:25) the next and this life 2 previous, former, 

earlier (20:21) Uiai.- Uukj V'j Uii. J15 He said, ‘Take it 

and do not be afraid—We will restore it to its former state’ 3 
previous generations ‘’al-^’awwaliin] people of old times 

(17:59) b/jVl I4J Ljik ‘J Vj pUVIj ‘J Wj nothing prevents 
Us from sending signs, except that previous generations denied 
them. 

fVjl ^uld^’i (see I j dhd). 

ckj\ ""uldt elassified by grammarians as quasi-sound fern. pi. 

on the basis of similarity in the way in whieh both are 
deelined; chj, oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an and is always in a 
eonstruet with a following noun, ‘those with ...’, ‘those endowed 
with ...’, ‘possessors of ...’ *(65:4) chjj those with child, 
pregnant women. euV J has no phonetieally related singular; the 
role, however, is fulfilled by euli dhdt (q.v.) (see jlJ ■’mZm). 

jiji ^ulu (in the aeeusative and genitive ( ^f) elassified 

by grammarians as a quasi-sound mase. pi. (jJlUl jsidi 
on the basis of similarity in the way in whieh they are deelined; 
jiJ oeeurs 43 times in the Qur’an and is always in a eonstruet 
with a following noun, ‘those with ...’, ‘those endowed with ...’, 
‘possessors of ...’ (39:21) 411j there is truly 

a reminder in this for those possessed of minds. f ^ulu has no 
phonetieally related singular; the role, however, is fulfilled by ji 
dhu (q.v.) (see cjVjI ^uldt). 

measles; pain, sadness; to moan, to sigh. Of this root, 




'’awwah occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

Jl'j '’awwah [intens. act. part.] given to expressing sorrows, 
tender hearted, compassionate (9:114) ol Abraham 

was tender hearted and forbearing. 

^-w-y shelter, refuge, abode, to repair to a place of refuge, to 
accommodate, to shelter, to show kindness. Of this root, three 
forms occur 36 times in the Qur’an: ifj '’awd five times; tj'J '’dwd 
nine times and ma^wd 22 times. 

jji "awd 1 [v. intrans. (also trans.)] to take refuge, to repair, to 
shelter (18:10) lsJ 4 when the young men took 

refuge in the cave. 

is'f '’dwd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to shelter someone, to protect (8:26) 
6jlajj ‘^'4j but He gave you refuge and strengthened you 

with His help 2 [with 4)] to take to oneself (33:51) iUu ‘(f 
iUa "ijx you may put off whomsoever you wish of 

them and take to yourself whomsoever you wish. 

ma^’wd [n. of place/v. n.] abode, home, place of retreat, 
dwelling/abiding, staying, destination (32:19) 1 jLtj [jjiil 4 

djlL "f4t3 pUJlloll as for those who believe and do good 
deeds, to them are the gardens of retreat. 

j\ ■’1 positive-response particle (^ ^j^), carrying with it great 

emphasis, occurring once in the Qur’an, ‘yes’, ‘indeed’ (10:53) ls) 
jaJ kij JiJjyes indeed!, by my Lord!-it is true. 

'’-y-d fortification, stronghold, refuge; to bolster, to fortify; 
power, toughness. Of this root, two forms occur 11 times in the 
Qur’an: '4 '’ayyada nine times and 4 '’ayd twice. 

4 '’ayyada [v. 11, trans.] to support, to bolster up, to strengthen 
(2:87) o'iall 6lj4j P'411 if' '4r»j We gave Jesus, son 
of Mary, clear signs and supported him with the Holy Spirit. 

4 '’ayd [n.] might, power, strength (51:47) Ijj j 4 Ulj4 
[jji ^and the Heaven We built with power and made [it] vast. 
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'’aykatun [n., with no verbal root, occurring four times in the 
Qur’an] thicket, clump of trees, forest *(15:78) the 

dwellers of woods (an epithet for the people of Midian to whom 
the Prophet Shu'^ayb was sent). 

(*/(#/* ■’-3 !-m defect, shortcoming; to be without spouse, to lose one’s 
spouse, widow, widower. Of this root, '’aydmd occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

^ayama [pi. of n./quasi-act. part. 4 '’ayyim] a spouseless 
person, an unmarried person (24:32) o- I 

marry off the single amongst you and those of your male 
and female slaves who are suitable [also: who are righteous^. 

'’aynamd (see '’-w/y-n). 

'’-w/y-n time, to fall due, fatigue; philologists classify under 
this vague root some function words more on the basis of 
phonetic, rather than semantic, affinity. Of this root, four forms 
occur 25 times in the Qur’an: "’al-^’dna eight times; jd 

"ayydna six times; 'cj '’ayna seven times and Ui! '’aynamd four 
times. 

L)V) "’al-'^dna [adverbially used n. considered by a group of 
grammarians to consist of the article —II + if (time)] 1 now (2:71) 
jaJL cji?. 'ifl\ Ijlli they said, ‘Now you have brought the truth’ 2 
nowadays, at the present time (72:9) US u!j 

ri,^j Ul^ <1 'cfi\ and that we used to sit on places therein 
to listen, but the one who listens nowadays, finds for himself a 
meteor lying in wait. 

L)lji '’ayydna interrogative pronoun of the future respecting 
time yet to come (JjSwJI ijUj ^1) and used for great events in 
contrast with (matd) (q.v.) ‘whenever?’ (51:12) [jd [jjltlU 
tjj’J they ask, ‘Whenever is this Judgement Day coming?!’ In 
connected discourse jd may lose its interrogative function and 
become governed by a preceding agent, e.g. a verb; denoting a 
sense of ‘difficult time ahead’ (16:21) jd l^j fl?^^ 

they are dead, not living, and have no awareness of when 
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they will ever be raised up. 

'’ayna interrogative pronoun of ^1) ‘where?’, 

occurring seven times in the Qur’an and regularly used 
rhetorically to mean ‘nowhere!’, ‘is there ever a place?!’, 
‘wherever?’ (75:10) jidl 'ji on that Day man will 

say, ‘Wherever is the escape ?! ’ 

ULI '’aynamd conditional j^) (considered by many 
grammarians to be a compound of conditional 'cj + md of 
ambiguity (U denoting emphasis ‘wherever!’ (4:78) Uil 

Ijj jSj wherever you may be, death will overtake you. 

(^/(i/5 ^-y-y (1) marker, sign, token, indicator, to mark; to pause, to 
tarry; to ponder, to assure oneself; a person’s body; glory; light of 
the sun; beauty of flowers. Of this root, three forms occur 380 
times in the Qur’an: ^dyatun 86 times; (Jjil ^dyatayn once and 
cijIjI ^dydt 295 times. 

“dyatun [n.; dual cJikk ^dyataym, pi. cjU ^dydt] 1 sign, 
indicator, indication (12:105) ujIA) 

"jJk j and how many a sign is there in the heavens 

and the Earth which they pass by, turning away from it! 2 
evidence, proof (12:35) ^ pUyi \’j'j u 

but then it occurred to them, [even] after seeing the evidence [for 
his innocence], that they should imprison him for a while 3 
miracle, portent (13:7) <fj I> ^ Jjji Sfji 1 jjak and 

those who disbelieve say, ‘If only some portent were sent down 
upon him from his Lord?’ 4 symbol, exemplar (23:50) 'cf! 

Xft. ’■Q'j J.jj4 and We made the son of Mary and his mother an 
exemplar 5 message, revelation (20:134) Vj4'j 62] ejL.‘J Vjl Uj'j 
iSjiEj Jij "(jl Lord, if only You had sent us a 

messenger, so that we might have followed Your revelations, 
before we suffered humiliation and disgrace! 6 teachings, 
instructions (24:1) euli clff. 1^2 Uljjij UUlia'jaj UUIjji Sjj4 this is a 
sura We have sent down and made obligatory—We have sent down 
clear instruction in it, so that you may take heed 7 verses, parts of 
the Qur’an (16:101) U] Ijili Jji U 'jk. I'jlj 

j5a!« when We substitute one verse for another-and God knows 
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best what He reveals-they say, ‘You are just making it up’ 8 
lesson (3:13) tSill 'cjS ja you have already seen a 

lesson in the two armies that met [in battle] 9 glory, wonder 
(17:1) 1 1 ^ u 11 

IsUli iJja. US'jtj glory be to Him who made His servant 

travel by night from the Sacred Mosque to the Furthest Mosque, 
whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him some of Our 
wonders 10 spell, in an interpretation of verse (7:132) Uuli U4- ^ 

^ U«a t^j U'jklul ^ and they said ‘Whatever spell 

[also interpreted as: sign] you produce in order to enchant us 
with, we will never believe with you. ’ 

'ij\ ’’ayy (2) occurring some 215 times in the Qur’an and functioning 
as: I declinable interrogative pronoun always in a construct (^>-^1 
‘who?’, ‘which?’, ‘what?’ and used for both rational 
beings (9:124) UUjj dSn Jja) "ij- Utt lij j whcfl Cl 

sura is revealed, some of them say, ‘Which of you has this 
increased in faith’', and for non-rational beings (77:50) iyis. 

i'jkj so in what discourse, after it, will they believe? In 
connected discourse this may lose its interrogative function but 
remains as a determiner. This may occur when itself becomes 
governed by, e.g., a verb (26:227) 'dfS^i ^ 

the evildoers will come to know what place of returning they will 
return to', or when the entire if phrase is governed by (or 
subordinated to) a preceding verb (4:11) ^ 

Ikaj Lj'jai your parents and your children-you do not know 
which is more likely [lit. nearer] to you in usefulness. This 'if 
occurs inflected for feminine gender, '’ayyati, only in the 
variant non-popular reading of ’Ibn Mas'^ud of (31:34) Uj 

cj(^L) fL and no soul knows in what land it will die II a 
declinable conditional (Vj« ^ jd) always in construct with a 
following nominal ‘whichever’, ‘whoever’, occurring in the 
Qur’an with a following ma of ambiguity U) which lends 

emphasis to the entire sentence (28:28) ‘jc- J ji 5\i 
whichever of the two terms I fulfil, let there be no sanction 
against me III a declinable relative pronoun 
‘who’, ‘which’, ‘whom’ (17:57) dydd 'dJFd 'jjil 41jiJ 
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4jj5i those upon whom they [the disbelievers] call- 
[themselves] seek a way to their Lord, even those of them who are 
closest [to Him] IV a prefixal connector to a noun bearing the 
article "al as a means of calling it (Jl *4 as part of 

the vocative (... 1^1), (including relative pronouns with '’al such 

as "’alladhl). This is always suffixed with attention-drawing 
U ha (q.v.) and is inflected for gender ^ayyuhd and 
'’ayyatuhd) (2:21) ji'j 1 people, worship your Lord', 

(12:70) 'o4J^ w you camel riders!, you are thieves. It is 

often used inter)ectionally (15:6) 21jj jkill Ijlli'j 

they say, ‘You, to whom the Reminder has been revealed!, 
you are certainly mad’. In three places in the Qur’anic text 1^1 
'’ayyuhd occurs orthographically as 4 ‘’ayyuha with a final short 
vowel /a/, reflecting the actual shortening of the final long vowel 
in connected speech (55:31) 4 We will attend to 

you both [We shall take you to task], you two groups [of jinn and 
mankind] laden [with responsibilities] V [prefixed with with 
the compensation nunation jjjjj) (O-V-) noted as ol 

exclamatory ‘how much!’, ‘how many!’ (j:U^) (22:48) I> 

j duL! how many a town steeped in wrongdoing I 
gave more time to. 

4 ‘’ayyati (a variant reading of 1;? ^ayy, see: [^1 ‘’ayy). 

'’ayyatuhd (see ‘’ayy). 

u4i ’’ayyuma (see ’’ayy). 

4> ‘’ayyuha (see ’’ayy). 

k4 ‘’ayyuhd (see ‘’ayy). 

^>4 ^ayyiib [a borrowed proper name occurring four times in the 
Qur’an] IVophet Job (Job III) (38:41) ls'^^ '4 44 ^'4^ 

Jic-'j 1 [jliudJI 'ijLd and remember Our servant Job when he 
called to his Lord, ‘Satan has afflicted me with weariness and 
suffering. ’ 



Job is named in the distinguished eompany of prophets whom 
God had inspired (4:163), and in one extended narrative, (38:41- 
4) his suffering and patienee serve as a powerful symbolie 
parallel with the Prophet Muhammad’s own struggle. In answer 
to his prayers, God provides him with ‘eool water’ with whieh he 
washes himself and drinks. He is eured as a token of God’s merey 
and has his family restored to him. 

IjI '’iyyd detaehed pronoun in the aeeusative ease speeified for gender, 
number and person in aeeordanee with the suffix to whieh it is 
always attaehed (16:51) I alone am 

the One that you should hold in awe. The use of this detaehed 
pronoun, as eontrasted with its attaehed eounterpart lends great 
emphasis to the eontext (e.g. 410 ^iyydka ‘you alone!’), as in (1:5) 
4lO'j 410 it is You we worship; it is You we ask for help. 

O'ji '’ayydna (see ^’-w/y-n). 



^al-ba'’ the second letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiced 
bi-labial plosive sound. 

—i bi preposition ('j^ Ui>.) occurring in 2538 places in the Qur’an. In 
context it conveys various meanings among which are the 
following: 1 accompaniment, or concomitance ‘with’ 

(11:48) j ^ jj'j Noah, descend with peace from Us 

and blessings 2 instrument or means by which the action is 
performed (^\^':}\), ‘by means of, ‘by the help of (1:1) 5 dll 

[I begin/act] with the help of the name of God, the 
Lord of mercy, the Giver of mercy 3 indicating the reason for the 
action ‘because of, ‘for’, ‘as consequence of (29:40) 

5 Ujjj Uii.! and We punished each one of them for their sins 4 
indicating ... ‘in return for’, ‘in exchange for’ (16:32) 

Uj I jkj| enter the Garden in return for what you 
have done 5 indicating location on a) a surface ‘on’ 

(2:265) like a garden on a hill b) in an area ‘at’ 

(3:123) and God indeed helped you at Badr, or 

c) at a point in time ‘at the time of’ (54:34) 
except the family of Lot whom We rescued at the last hour of the 
night 6 indicating the target or recipient of the action 
‘towards’, ‘to’ (12:100) 4 ja'j and had been 

gracious to me—when He released me from prison 7 indicating 
elevation a) physical ‘above’, ‘on top of (4:42) "ji 

that the earth is levelled over them or b) abstract, in the 
meaning of prep. ‘over’; ‘on’ (3:75) V 

but of them is he who, if you trust him with [lit. over] a 
[single] dinar, will not return it to you or c) indicating the mere 




surface, also one of the senses of prep. ‘over’ (4:43) I 

jk’jj and wipe over your faces and hands [with it] 8 the 
sense of prep, min (i> ‘from’ (76:6) ^ a 

spring from which the servants of God drink 9 adhesiveness, 
indicating firm or close contact (jU-oWI), ‘by’ (7:150) 544 ^ 

5 ulj and he took hold of his brother, dragging him to himself 
by the head 10 the sense of prep, ‘'an (I> cr^), ‘about’, 
‘concerning’ (25:59) Ijjxi. ^ the Lord of Mercy; ask 

any informed person about Him 11 ‘passing by’ (83:30) I jj4 Ijj'j 

tjjjxUcu and when they pass by them they wink at one another 12 
‘notwithstanding’, ‘for all’, ‘in spite of (9:118) 
djjkj Uj when the earth, for all its spaciousness, closed in around 
them 13 over and above, in addition to (in one interpretation of 
10:71) J»ij lit so He repaid you with grief over grief 14 oath 
(^»liill) (38:82) Jli he said, ‘By your might I will 

tempt them all’ 15 transitivity rendering a verb transitive 

(77:50) so in what discourse, after it, will they 

believe?-, also in (2:17) jjjj tjAi God took away their light 16 
emphasis (jjSUII) (the so-called ‘redundant’ bed’ (sjjIjII »U1I), the 
(13:43) 5 dllj (_ 5 ik Ja say, ‘[Indeed], God suffices as a 

witness between me and you’. Emphatic —j occurs often in the 
compliment of negative particles as in (81:25) j* 

this is in no way the speech of any accursed devil 17 the bd" of 
wonder, of interjection »Ij) (18:26) ^ how well 

He sees and hears! 

JjIj Bdbil [proper name, early borrowing from Akkadian, occurring 
once in the Qur’an. Philologists derive it from b-b-l 

although they recognize the word as the name of a city/region in 
Iraq famous for wine and magic] Babylon, the word occurs in 
reference to two angels, Harut and Marut, who were sent to try 
the faith of the inhabitants of the city of Babylon. They taught the 
inhabitants magic while at the same time warning them that, ‘We 
are only a test, so do not abandon your beliefs’, but they learnt 
from them harmful acts of magic such as how to sow discord 
between a man and his wife (2:102) cjjjU djiA; 
djjjUj and what was revealed to the two angels, Harut and 





Marut, in Babylon. 

b-^’-r a well, to dig a well; to treasure, to hide, to do good. Of 
this root, bb’r occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jjj bb’r [n. fern.] a well (22:45) jij [how many] 

a deserted well; and [how many] a lofty palace. 

b-^’-s might, power; torture, hardship, fear; poverty, sorrow; 
to he sad; calamity, punishment. Of this root, seven forms occur 
73 times in the Qur’an: tabta^’is twice; oh ba^’s 25 times; 

iuL ba^’sd'’ four times; bd^’is once; o^ ba^’ls once; cw bi^’sa 
37 times and U<u.uj bi^samd three times. 

tabta^’is [imperf. of v. VIII "’ibta^’asa, intrans. with 
prep, —i] to grieve [over], to feel sorrow, to he sad [about] (12:69) 
[jjLkj I jjlS 14 j ‘(jaSuj !ia U I am your [very] brother; so do 
not grieve over what they have done. 

ba^’s [n.] 1 might, power (17:5) oh ijJ h li*) 

We send, against you, servants of Ours of great might 2 strength, 
solidity (57:25) 110.5 ^ luljl uijjfj and We sent iron, 

possessing [lit. in it Z^] great strength 3 hardship, stress, danger 
(2:177) (.J those who are steadfast 

in misfortune, adversity and times of danger 4 punishment 
(40:29) till, oj I> hjlai but who will help us against 

God’s mighty punishment if it comes upon us? 5 vengeance, 
severity, violence (6:65) and make some taste 

the severity of others 6 battle, war, strife (33:18) Vj ojh hj 
5Ua and they do not come to battle but little. 

ba^’sd"’ [n./v. n.] adversity, suffering (7:94) ?Lilih Ulk! 

f 1 jliall'j We afflicted its people with suffering and hardships. 

u-jIj bd^’is [act. part./n.] unfortunate, wretched (22:28) I 
jj^l and feed the wretched poor. 

o-jjj ba^’ls [quasi-act. part./n.] inflicting misery, calamitous 
(7:165) or^ Ijliii jjlil UIlI'j and inflicted severe punishment 
on the wrongdoers. 




o-jj bi^’sa [inconjugable verb of abuse L5<i), as it is 

labelled by Arab grammarians (see ^ ni‘'ma) used 
inter]ectionally] ‘what a terrible thing!’, ‘what an evil thing!’, 
‘how cal a mitous!’ (5:79) how vile is what they 

used to do! 

bi^samd [a compound of 'cAi bi^sa and relative U md 
carrying with it more exclamation] ‘how absolutely terrible!’, 
‘how absolutely devilish!’, ‘how absolutely cal a mitous!’ (7:150) 
what a foul thing you have put in my place 

after my departure! 

b-t-r to cut off the tail, to have no descendants, to be 
destitute; to be sharp, to be sharp-witted. Of this root, jit '’abtar, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'Abtar [quasi-act. part.] destitute, one [whose bloodline is] 
cut off, one with no male descendants, (108:3) 'j!h\ > [jj the 
one who hates you is [the] destitute [one] (or, without 
descendants) [not you], 

b-t-k to uproot, to cut off at the base; to dedicate an animal to 
a certain idol, as was the custom in pre-Islamic Arabia, by cutting 
off, or slitting its ear; to be sharp. Of this root, yubattikunna, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yubattik [imperf. of v. II battaka, trans.] to cut off or to 
slit [the ear of an animal] (4:119) 

jii. [j’jiula fAh\ [Indeed] I will [certainly] mislead them 

and incite vain desires in them; I will command them to slit the 
ears of cattle and will command them and they will alter God’s 
creation. 

J/cj/lj b-t-l to cut off, to separate, to stay away from others; to give 
up pleasures; to be celibate. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: JA tabattal and lAp tabtll. 

tabattal [imperat. of v. V JC? tabattala, intrans. with prep. 
V. n. l!*u tabtll] to devote oneself entirely [to God’s service] 
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(73:8) 545) '^'j j so celebrate the name of your 

Lord and devote yourself wholeheartedly to Him. 

b-th-th to spread, to disseminate; to cause to multiply; to 
disclose; sorrow, worry, illness. Of this root, five forms occur 
nine times in the Qur’an: cd baththa five times; ^ bathth once; 
dj jjIo mabthuth once; mabthuthatun once and ddi munbathth 

once. 

liu baththa u [v. trans.] 1 to disperse, to spread about, to scatter 
(31:10) •!> Ifcji djjj jxd "J J Jkj and He cast 

in the earth firm mountains-lest it should sway with you-and 
spread in it all kinds of living creatures 2 to generate (4:1) du'j 
iUd'j IjjjS Vt^j U<4v and from the pair of them He generated great 
numbers of men and women. 

44 bathth [n./v. n.] distress, concern, anguish (12:86) 

Jtj I only complain of my anguish and grief to God. 

mabthuth [pass, part.; fern. ijfiL mabthuthatun] 1 
scattered, dispersed (101:4) (jSIjills the Day 

when people will be like scattered moths 2 spread out (88:16) 
^fjjj and luxurious carpets outspread. 

4uw munbathth [pass, part.] scattered about, dispersed (56:6) 
itjA cjjlia and turns to scattered dust. 

0 -/ 2 /v b-j-s to cause water to gush out; to come upon, to be full of, 
to boil over. Of this root, dnbajasa occurs once in the 

Qur’ an. 

dnbajasa [v. VII. intrans.] to gush out (7:160) 

Lut trul Aj. t -f .. r->)i l3 ‘strike with your staff the rock’, 

and so there gushed out from it twelve springs. 

b-h-th to rummage in the dust looking for something, to claw 
the dust, to search, to seek information. Of this root, yabhath, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yabhath [imperf of v. intrans. with prep. (/] to dig up, to 
scratch up (5:31) odji\ a> ^jii so God sent a raven 
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scratching up the earth. 

b-h-r ocean, sea, great river, great expanse of water, lake; 
generous person; great knowledge; to slit an animal’s ear in ritual. 
Of this root, five forms occur 42 times in the Qur’an: bahr 33 

times; y bahran five times; bihar twice; '’abhur once 
and bahlratun once. 

jikj bahr [n.; pi. j14j bihar and (pi. of paucity) jkLf ^abhur] 1 
sea, ocean (6:97) ’J^\ pUdJi Il54- j*j 

and He it is who has made the stars for you to use as a guide 
through the darkness of land and sea 2 salt and sweet waters, seas 
and rivers (5:96) J?-l permitted to you is 

catching seafood and eating it, a provision for yow, *(30:41) 
jpaifj j4l itPlI corruption has appeared [lit. on land and sea] 
everywhere. 

yjjul) ^al-bahrdn [dual, n.] salt and sweet waters (25:53) jAj 
y- j yy it is He who released the 

two bodies of flowing water, one sweet and fresh and the other 
salty and bitter. 

bahlratun [quasi-pass. part, used nominally] the one with 
the slit ear, camel whose ear is slit and who is left to feed freely in 
accordance with certain pre-Islamic rites (5:103) l54- 

V j Yj fulu, Yj God has not ordained [dedicating to idols 
animals such as the] bahlratun, sd^ibatun, wasllatun or ham 
(q.v.). 

b-kh-s to diminish, to reduce; to deny full dues. Of this root, 
three forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: yabkhas four 

times; yubkhas once and ykj bakhs twice. 

yabkhas [imperf of v. bakhasa] I [trans.] to decrease, 
to reduce, to diminish (2:282) Yj pj Jiyij 

UkS ku. yiik and let the debtor dictate, and let him fear God, his 
Lord, and not diminish any of it [the debt] II [doubly trans., 
pass.] to deny someone fair return, to pay someone less than they 
deserve, to undervalue, to underestimate (11:85) IjLtkk Yj 
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do not undervalue for people their property. 

yubkhas [pass, v.] to be denied a fair return, to be given 
less than is deserved (11:15) 'cif^ V We 

shall repay them for their deeds [in this world] and they [their 
actions[ will not be undervalued. 

o-ij bakhs [v. n.] 1 [used nominally] loss, injustice (72:13) 
lai'j y j lluki UiUi ^ whoever believes in his Lord need not 

fear diminution [of the reward of his action] nor wrong 2 [used 
adjectivally] defective, much less than what is fair (12:20) 
cmd they sold him for a paltry price. 

b-kh-^" tendon that runs close to the neck, to cut such tendon, 
to cut the throat; to show humility; to be docile. Of this root, ^4 
bdkhi^" occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

^4 bakhi^" [act. part.] tormenting, killing (oneself with sorrow 
or worry) (26:3) ^v! 2Liaj akla it may be that you 

[Prophet] are going to kill yourself [with worry] because they 
will not become believers! 

b-kh-l to be stingy, to be covetous; to be grudging, meanness. 
Of this root, two forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: bakhila 

10 times and bukhl twice. 

bakhila a [v. intrans.] 1 to be or act in a niggardly or 
miserly way (47:38) ^ I 

here you are, called upon to spend in the cause of God, but some 
of you will be niggardly 2 [with prep. to deny something 
meanly, to begrudge (9:76) ^ I jl^ "(> Ilia yet when He 

did give them some of His bounty, they begrudged it [to others] 3 
[with prep. i>] to be niggardly towards (47:38) '4ili I>j 
fUaii ‘cf. whoever is niggardly is niggardly against himself. 

jiij bukhl [n./v. n.] miserliness, niggardliness, meanness, 
stinginess (57:24) ^3^4 ojJ^j those who are 

miserly and urge miserliness on others. 


to begin, to initiate, the beginning, the lead; chief. 
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exceptional person. Of this root, three forms occur 16 times in the 
Qur’an: bada^’a 12 times; 1$^ yubdb’ three times and 

bddi^’once. 

I'jj bada^’a a I [v. intrans. with prep. —}] to start with or by, to 
begin with (12:76) so, he began with their 

packs, before the pack of his brother II [trans.] 1 to initiate, to 
innovate, to do for the first time (10:34) fjl '(> Ja 

iiuu can any of your partner-gods originate creation?, then bring 
it back to life again? 2 [with prep, —i] to be first in doing 
something to someone (9:13) fj- jJ and they were the 

ones to [attack] you first. 

jjj yubdk’ [imperf. of v. IV i'4 "’abda^’a, trans.] to initiate, to 
start something (29:19) fauu p jkll is^ p'J do they not 

see how God initiates creation and then reproduces if, *(34:49) 
iuu U'j 14'j jkll ilk the truth has come and falsehood is 

dumbfounded (or, vanquished) [lit. neither begins nor repeats [an 
utterance]^. 

t# jIj badf’ (in one reading cj jIj badi) [act. part.] one that begins, 
comes first *(11:27) ts^li without thinking, on the spur of the 
moment, without reflection [lit. the first opinion that occurs to 
one^. 

b-d-r full moon, sign, herald, harbinger; to give surprise, to 
take the initiative. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: jk badr and jlk biddr. 

"Jsi Badr [proper name] a well and an area near Medina, a 
three-day camel ride from Mecca, where the first battle between 
Muslims and Quraysh took place in 2 A.H/624 A.D. (3:123) "kij 

Juji'j JSu <111 and indeed God helped you at Badr when 

you were utterly weak. 

jlk biddr [v. n.] the act of hurrying, rushing up to do (4:6) 
Ijji 4 Ijlajj liljk] Ujlkti Vj Ijiiili hand over their 

property to them, do not consume it wastefully and in haste lest 
they come of age [and get it back]. 




b-d-’' novelty, to produce something new, to originate, to 
contrive; new fashion, heresy. Of this root, three forms occur four 
times in the Qur’an: ^ibtada‘'a once; bid‘' once and 

badr twice. 

dbtada‘'a [v. VIII, trans.] to contrive, to invent, to dream 
up (57:27) ‘^4^ UliS U UjLiil XuMaJj and [as for] monasticism 
they have invented it—We did not ordain it for them. 

bid^^ [quasi-act./pass. part.] innovation, first-time 
phenomenon, novelty (46:9) cjjS U I am not a novelty 

among the Messengers. 

badr [act. part.] the originator, the initiator, also attribute 
of God (6:101) the Creator of the heavens and 

earth. 

b-d-l substitute, alternative, replacement; to replace, to 
exchange, to alter; to trade, to barter. Of this root, nine forms 
occur 44 times in the Qur’an: baddala 21 times; tubaddal 

twice; Jiu yubdil three times; tatabaddal three times; 
tabtadil three times; badal once; tabdil seven times; 
mubaddil three times and ^istibddl once. 

tfe baddala [v. II] I [trans.] 1 to alter, to change (2:181) 

(jjill Uojli U'iu if anyone alters it after hearing it, 

the guilt will fall on those who alter it 2 to replace something, to 
substitute something (76:28) 5Uiu 4^4 424 should We wish 
it, We could completely change their make-up [lit. their likeness, 
or, their constitutions^ (or, change them for other creatures) II 
[doubly trans.] 1 to transform one thing into another (25:70) 
plLk <111 Jai such people, God will change their evil deeds 
into good ones 2 to substitute one thing for another (24:55) 
li.f it) and He will give them in exchange, after their fear, 
security 3 to exchange one thing for another (14:28) ojill 'j5 JJl 
I'jik 5011 I jli have you given thought to those who exchange 
God’s favour for ingratitude? 

Jjjj yubaddal [imperf pass.] 1 to be altered, changed (50:29) U 
[^'0 Jjall J42 the pronouncement is not changed with Me 2 to be 
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changed into another (14:48) jjc. Jdu 

when [lit. the day when] the earth is turned into another earth, the 
heavens into another heaven. 

yubdil [imperf. of v. IV j4 abdala, douhly trans.] to give 
someone something in place of another, to replace one thing with 
another (18:81) s-ijalj slk'j l^^'j U<414u ‘J UjjU so we 

wished that their Lord should change him for them, [for one] 
better in purity and nearer to kindness. 

Jjjjj tatabaddal [imperf. of v. V trans.] to exchange (4:2) I JiVj 
V'j give orphans their property and 

do not exchange good things for bad. 

JiiLij yastabdil [imperf. of v. X Jiul-l ^istabdala, trans.] 1 to 
seek to exchange (2:61) ^ j* j* ls 4 [jjliulul would you 

exchange that which is better for that which is worse? 2 to put 
something in place of another (9:39) and put 

others in your place. 

J'jj badal [n.] substitute, exchange (18:50) [> kujlj 
V'j) [jidUill '^ytu do you take him and his descendants 

as your allies, instead of Me, even though they are your enemies? 
What a bad exchange for the evil-doers. 

tabdil [v. n./n.] 1 the act of altering, alteration, ehange 
(48:23) ^ 4^ ‘cfj citid you will find no change in God’s 

practices 2 the aet of exchanging (76:28) 44 Uli lij j 

should We wish it. We would completely change their make-up 
[lit. their likeness, or their constitutions] (or, change them for 
other creatures). 

JiiA mubaddil [act. part] one who changes, alters (6:115) ci4jj 
Jxu. y V4.'j 2£'j the word of your Lord has come to 

pass in truth and justice, no one can change His words. 

dstibddl [v. n.] seeking to exchange one thing for 
another (4:20) J'iu4l p'Sj and if you wish to 

replace one wife with another. 

b-d-n torso, body; to be fat; to be fleshy; to be old; a camel or 
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cow fattened for sacrifice in pre-Islamic ritual. Of this root, two 
forms occur once each in the Qur’an: badan and budn. 

bjj badan [n.] body (also said to mean a short shield) (10:92) 
aali. ■jyal (jjSjl so, today We save you [only] in 

body, that you may be a sign, for those after you. 

b’jj budn [pi. of n. badanatun] [jur.] fleshy camels or cows, 
with certain specifications, that are fit to be sacrificed as part of 
the pilgrimage rituals (22:36) fdll Ulalj4- 'u’-32'j and the 

fleshy camels and cows. We have appointed them for you as part 
of God’s sacred rites. 

j/j/ij b-d-w to appear, to manifest; to disclose, to show; to come to 
one’s mind; the open desert; to go to the desert; desert dwellers, 
bedouins. Of this root, seven forms occur 31 times in the Qur’an: 
fjj badd 24 times; tubdl nine times; tubdd twice; badw 
once; l;pIj badl twice; (jjitj badun once and mubdl once. 

I'jj badd u [v. intrans. with prep. 1] 1 to appear, to become 
manifest (7:22) til j Ilia but when they tasted 

the tree, their shameful parts became manifest to them 2 to come 
to one’s mind, to occur (12:35) pUVI \’j'j U ^ 

OP- but it occurred to them, [even] after seeing the evidence [for 
his innocence], that they should imprison him for a while. 

^g^yubdi [imperf of v. IV ts4 ’’abdd trans.] 1 to reveal, to 
bring into the open (3:29) ^1 »jou ‘j ^to Ijikj ‘(jl 

whether you conceal or reveal what is in your hearts, God knows 
it 2 to cause to manifest, to cause to appear, to expose (7:20) 
to^jljoj Qx Lo^jc. iSjjj to U 04 J csAyl tjl tij i a' I to^ (jojojja but Satan 
insinuated [evil thoughts] to them, so as to expose the nakedness 
that had been hidden from them', *(28:10) ^ cs 4 ul cij'jIS ‘jl she 
almost gave him away (or, she would have involuntarily disclosed 
his identity). 

j'Su tubdd [imperf pass.] to be revealed, to be disclosed 
(5:101) "(jl I jlLu Sf do not ask about matters 

which, if made known to you, would adversely affect you. 

jd badw [n./v. n.] desert nomads; living or dwelling in the 



desert (12:100) and He brought you here from the 

desert {or, from among the nomads, or, from being in the desert). 

badl [act. part., pi. ojj'j badun] 1 one who is away from 
the town, someone living in the desert, desert-dweller (33:20) bjj 
J "ji 1 jjji ch but if the joint forces were to 

come, they would wish they were away in the desert, among the 
Bedouins 2 outsider, one who lives outside (22:25) j 

jUfj ^ tjaUU iUIaik and [from] the Sacred Mosque 

which We made for all people, residents and outsiders alike 
*(11:27) J\‘f\ translated as clearly, obviously [lit. the first 
opinion that occurs to one) (a variant reading isjj bddi\ see: 
b-d-^). 

mubdi [act. part.] one who reveals or causes something to 
become manifest, someone who brings something to light, who 
exposes something (33:37) U and you hide in 

your heart what God would [later] reveal. 

jffi^b-dh-r seed, seedling, to sow; to disseminate; to divulge; to 
squander, to waste. Of this root, three forms occur once each in 
the Qur’an: ji2 tubadhdhir, "jfiu tabdhir and oijii mubadhdhirln. 

fiu tubadhdhir [imperf. of v. 11 'ff badhdhara, trans.; v. n. jjou 
tabdhir) to squander, to waste away (17:26) ^ li pr»j 
I'jiii ‘fdu Yj tjjfj give relatives their due, and the 

needy, and travellers—do not squander your wealth wastefully. 

mubadhdhirln [pi. of act. part, mubadhdhir) 

spendthrifts, squanderers (17:27) ^jjlS bj 

squanderers were ever the brothers of the devils. 

b-r-'’ God’s creation, to create (said only of God); to cure; to 
prove someone’s innocence; to disown someone; to be without 
blemish. Of this root, 12 forms occur 31 times in the Qur’an: f'jjj 
nabra'’ once; isj ) '’ubrd twice; barra^’a twice; !jjj tabarra^’a 
five times; barr 10 times; oyifi barrun once; Wfi bard^ 
once; bura^d^ once; sifjj bard^atun twice; bariyyatun 
twice; isjj bdrd three times and ojdjd mubarra^un once. 
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S'Junabra'’ [imperf. of v. !'jj bara^’a, trans.] ‘We create’, ‘We 
bring into being’ (said by God) (57:22) U 

Vj ‘^S^\ V'j no calamity befalls, either in 
the earth or in yourselves, but it is in a Book before We bring it 
into being. 

ijj barra^’a [v. II, trans.] to absolve, to pronounce or to show 
as innocent, to exonerate (33:69) 1 jlli lb- but God cleared 

him of what they said [their allegations], 

IsJi^ ^ubri^u [imperf. of v. IV ^abra^a, trans.] to heal, to 
cure (3:49) tsjij I will heal the 

blind and the leper, and bring the dead back to life with God’s 
leave. 

ijjj tabarra^’a [v. V, intrans.] 1 [with prep. t>] to dissociate 
oneself, to disown someone, to wash one’s hands of someone or 
something (9:114) ijx fji fdl U ^ ^ but when it became 

clear to him that he was an enemy of God, he disowned him 2 
[with prep. <^j] to declare one’s innocence, to deny responsibility, 
to disown (28:63) IjjlS 14 tsUJ JJklijc.! Ujjc.1 (jjjJl fVy* Ujj 

b)ji4j<j bib our Lord, these are the ones we caused to deviate, we 
caused them to deviate as we ourselves deviated, but now we 
disown them before You, they did not really serve us. 

barr I [act. part, pi. tjjjjlj bdrYun and itjj bura'^d^] one 
who disowns someone, one who dissociates him/herself from 
someone/something (26:216) bj^ cPj lSs if they 

disobey you, say, ‘I am not responsible for your actions’ II 
[quasi-act. part.] innocent free from guilt (4:112) ‘J t-uX b-j 
bob 14jjj Ulj^ Lpukl aaa Ijjjj ^ p \m\ whosoever commits an 
offence or a sin, and then casts it upon the innocent, has laid 
upon himself deceit and flagrant sin. 

bared [v. n. used as quasi-act. part, and equally applies to 
masc. and fern, sing., dual and plural] one who is free from, one 
who disowns, renounces someone or something (43:26) Jli 
14- Wf (^1 54 >j 2 j Abraham said to his father and his 
people, 7 am innocent of what you worship. ’ 

i'Wji baredatun [v. n./n.] freedom or release from an obligation. 




exemption, revocation, rescinding, abrogation (9:1) fdll 't> 

(jjJ 5 djlo'jj release from obligation [is 
proclaimed] from God and His Messenger to those of the 
polytheists with whom you made a treaty, * sitj) name of Sura 9, 
Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to 
"the Release from Obligation’, also called "’al-Tawba (see 
t-w-b). 

5jjj bariyyatun [n./pass. part.] the entire creation (98:7) ajiJI tj] 
^jil\ J\ plkllloll I jLt j \jL\f. those who believe and do 

good deeds are the best of creation. 

i$J-ibdri^ [act. part.] Maker, Creator (2:54) so 

repent to your Maker *(59:24) [attribute of God] the 

Creator, the Initiator, the Maker. 

mubarra^un [pi. of pass. part. \‘ji^ mubarra^] 
exonerated, absolved, declared innocent (24:26) 11- 'tjj» aiiJ 
ofjki those are innocent of what they [the slanderers] say. 

b-r-j height; prominence; beauty of the eyes; tower; signs of 
the zodiac; fortification; (of women) to display their charm. Of 
this root, three forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: 'cjfjp 
tabarrajna twice; mutabarrijdt once and ^ff buruj four 

times. 

tabarrajna [imperf. of v. V 'cyfjp tabarrajna with the 
imperfect prefix j elided, intrans.] (said only of women) to adorn 
themselves in an enticing way, in a lust-causing way; to expose 
themselves in an alluring way (33:33) 'crfju Vj 'fyj 

stay in your houses, and do not display your finery in 
the way of the pagans of old. 

mutabarrijdt [pi. of act. part. fern, 
mutabarrijatun] (said only of women) those who flaunt their 
bodies in an alluring way, display their adornment enticingly 
(24:60) ‘cj oJfji 'I fCall q- 

4jjjj 'j)c. such women as are past childbearing who 

have no hope of marriage, there is no blame on them if they take 
off their [outer] garments, without however, flaunting their 
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charms. 

buruj [pi. of burj] 1 tower, castle (4:78) 'jjj^ l-jj? 

jij wherever you may be, death will 

overtake you, even if you are inside lofty towers 2 positions of the 
sun, moon and planets, constellations; signs of the zodiac (15:16) 
[jjjJiUll UlJujj Iajjj USik We have set constellations up 

in the sky and made it beautiful for the beholders’, * name of 
Sura 85, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
1 to dhe Constellations’. 

b-r-h wide empty expanse of land; to he clear, to come out in 
the open; to depart; to cause hardship. Of this root, '’abrah 
occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

'’abrah [imperf. of v. bariha, trans.] 1 to depart, to go 
away from (12:80) ‘j ij\ 'jit ^ never 

will I leave this land until my father gives me permission or God 
decides for me 2 [always negated] (not to) cease, stop, quit, desist 
(18:60) yjpyi I will not desist [from 

journeying] until I reach the place where the two seas meet. 

j/j/lj b-r-d coldness, to cool, to abate; to alleviate, to die. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: jjj bard twice; 
i'jj barad once and jjU bdrid twice. 

Jjj bard [v. n./n.] 1 coolness [also interpreted as: sleep] in 
verse (78:24) Oys 'ij V there they will feel no 

coolness nor will they have any drink 2 [used adjectivally] cool 
(21:69) lijj jUU We said, ‘Fire, be cool 

and safe for Abraham. ’ 

Jjj barad [coll, n.] hail (24:43) /j) 1*4 Jtf?. I> fUUl 't> Jju'j 

and Fie sends down from the sky, mountainous clouds [lit. 
mountains] in which is hail. 

jjlj bdrid [quasi-act. part.] cool, cold, refreshing (56:44) jjU V 
V J neither cool nor hospitable. 

b-r-r open country, desert, wilderness, land (as opposed to 
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sea); to be free of impurity, to be free of guilt, to be pious, to be 
devoted; to fulfil one’s promise, wheat, goodness. Of this root, six 
forms occur 32 times in the Qur’an: tabarr twice; jj barr (1) 

three times; jljjl '’abrar six times; jj birr eight times; s'j'jj 
bararatun once and jj barr (2) 12 times. 

jjj tabarr [imperf of v. jj barra] I [intrans.] to be charitable, 
to act charitably, to do good (2:224) ‘j ^"jL I Vj 

I jjjj [believers] do not allow your God-backed oaths to hinder 

you from performing a charitable act/from doing good II [trans.] 
to show kindness to (60:8) IjW^jj Jju ‘j and that you 

should show them kindness and deal justly with them. 

JJ barr (1) I [act. part.] 1 one who carries out acts of kindness, 
one who is devoted, one acting dutifully towards kinsfolk (19:32) 
(^'J'jj l‘jjj and [made me] cherish my mother 2 one who is true to 
his promise (in one interpretation of 52:28) j* kij »jL^j US Uj 
JuiUI we used to invoke Him; He is the one true to His promise 

II [n.; pi. jl'j)! ^abrar] a pious person, righteous (76:5) 'jjh\ hi 

IjjslS jlS jjj'jUu the pious shall drink of cups whose 

mixture is camphor, *(52:28) jUI [attribute of God] the Good, the 
Benign-, the one true to His Promise. 

JJ birr I [n./v. n.] righteousness, piety, righteous act, act of 
charity (2:44) jj’jUH do you bid people 

towards piety and forget [to do it] yourselves? II [n.] the state of 
being righteous (3:92) Ij4l IjIUj ‘ji you will not/ 

never attain righteousness until you give of what you truly cherish. 

'kjji bararatun [pi. of act. part. jU barr] pious, dutiful, sincere, 
virtuous (80:16) fj'jj Noble and virtuous [scribes]. 

JJ barr (2) [n.] land (as opposed to sea-shore) *(6:59) 1- J4 >jj 

JaUlI j ’j2l He knows all [lit. what is in land and sea]. 

j/ j/lj b-r-z open land; to go out in the open, to be prominent; to 
outdo others; to duel; to evacuate the bowels. Of this root, four 
forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: jjj baraza five times; 'JJi 
burriza twice; s'jjU bdrizatun once and jjjjU bdrizun once. 

JJJ baraza u [v. intrans.] 1 to go forth, to come out (3:154) "ji 
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j'j^ even if you were at 

home, those who were destined to be killed would still have gone 
out to the place of their deaths 2 to become manifest, to appear 
(14:21) ^ Ijjj)j cind they will appear before God, all 

together. 

SJi burriza [pass of v. 11] to be made manifest, to be shown 
(26:91) aijUU and the Fire is placed in full view of the 

misguided. 

bdrizatun [act. part, fern.] bare, levelled plain with 
nothing to cover its surface (18:47) la-" }>j)j 

and on the day We set the mountains in motion, and you [will] see 
the earth as an open plain. 

CtjjJi bdrizun [pi. of act. part. jjU bdriz] one who is 
completely in view, one who stands out (40:16) V bjjj'a 'fji 
the Day when they are out in the open, and 
nothing about them is concealed from God. 

barzakh (no verbal root) [n., probably from Persian farsakh, a 
measure of distance occurring three times in the Qur’an] 1 a 
barrier (55:20) tiSfi '-M-a) between them is a barrier, so 

they do not go over one another 2 an area, state, barrier, place 
between this life and the next (23:100) 'dJ^ iffy I>j 
and a barrier stands behind them until the very Day they are 
resurrected. 

b-r-s vitiligo, loss of pigmentation; leprosy; gecko; to graze 
pasture to extinction. Of this root, '’abras occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

l>ajj| ^abras [quasi-act. part.] one who is afflicted with vitiligo 
(disorder causing loss of skin pigmentation), the word is also 
taken, against good evidence to the contrary, to mean leper (3:49) 
iy=jh\'j '-C^\ Isyfj and I will heal the blind and the one suffering 
from vitiligo/the leper. 


j/ j/lj b-r-q thunderbolt, lightning; to shine; to be dazzled; to 



become belligerent. Of this root, two forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: ijjj bariqa once and Sji barq five times. 

Jjj bariqa u (also SJi baraqa) [v. intrans.] to become dazzled, 
stupefied (75:7) >^1 jjj liU when sight is dazzled. 

Jjj barq [n.] lightning (13:12) U>2i='j li'ji. ja He it 

is who shows you lightning, [inspiring] fear and hope. 

dbriq (see alphabetically). 

Jj^j dstabraq (see alphabetically). 

S/j/^ b-r-k chest of a camel, thorax; (of a camel) to he down on the 
chest; a group of camels; bounty, a blessing, to be blessed, to be 
great; the blessed, to be praised; a pond. Of this root, six forms 
occur 32 times in the Qur’an: bdraka seven times; 

burika once; 'dkjiu tabdraka nine times; cijIS'jj barakdt three times; 
i^TjtL mubdrak eight times and mubdrakatun four times. 

bdraka [v. Ill, trans. without accus., with preps or 
to bless (21:81) uk'jtj blows with His/his 

command to the land which We have blessed. 

burika [pass.] to be blessed (27:8) I> 21 jjj ‘j Uilk ilia 
^ jUll when he reached the fire, a voice called: ‘Blessed 
are those who are next to the fire and those in its vicinity. ’ 

tabdraka [v. VI, intrans.] (of God only) to be hallowed, to 
be exalted (25:1) ^ Jjj dkjfii exalted is He who has 

sent down the Differentiator [between right and wrong[ to His 
servant. 

cAS'fi barakdt [pi. of n. fern, barakatun] blessings (11:73) 
tiiull Jkl kiWjfj 4^'j the mercy of God and His blessings be 
upon you, people of the house [Abraham’s household]! 

IAJIa mubdrak [pass. part.; fern. mubdrakatun] blessed 

(44:3) iUTjjl Uj [certainly,] We have sent it down on a 

blessed night! 
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b-r-m a stone pot; a twisted rope; to twist, to tighten; to 
confirm, to plan. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: ^abrama and mubrimun. 

■a '’abrama [v. IV, trans.] to decide firmly, to contrive, to 
determine (43:79) (j-Ahli \’jj have they determined 

something? We, too, have been determining. 

mubrimun [pi. of act. part. }mubrim] ones who 
scheme or determine (43:79) (jj-hU t'jA I have they 

determined something? We, too, have been determining. 

jj'r‘ b-r-h-n (the quadruple structure of this root together with 
the limited derivatives it has in Arabic give support to its being a 
very early borrowing, possibly from Persian. Some philologists, 
however, consider it a derivation from root b-r-h ‘to cut’ or 
‘whiteness’). Of this root, two forms occur eight times in the 
Qur’an: burhdn seven times and cpWJi burhdndn once. 

blAjj burhdn [n., dual cpWJi burhdndn] proof, evidence (27:64) 
JujS "(jj JAU jj lyiU produce your evidence, if you are truthful. 

^al-bariyyatu (see i/j/tj b-r-'’). 

^jjj'^b-z-gh crack, laceration, to slash; to show through, to break 
forth, to come out. Of this root, two words occur once each in the 
Qur’an: ^jU bdzigh and ^jl) bdzighatun. 

tf^bdzigh [act. part.; fern bdzighatun] rising, breaking 
forth (6:78) ^ jt) (>^1 J\'j ^ then when he saw the sun rising. 

b-s-r unripe green date; to do something prematurely; to 
scowl, to frown, to be gloomy. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: >2 basara and t'jiAj bdsiratun. 

'jAuj basara u [v. intrans./trans.] to scowl, to look sour (74:22) 
p then he frowned and looked sour. 

bdsiratun [act. part, fern.] scowling, frowning, 
despondent, sour (75:24) ‘JfJj and some faces on that 

day will look sour. 
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b-s-s to scatter; to travel throughout the land; to crumble; to 
drive gently; to stroke with the hand, to mix together. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: bussa and bass. 

'o^bussa [pass, v.; v. n. bass] to be crumbled, to be 
crushed, to be ground (56:5) llu ciij and the mountains are 
ground to powder. 

b-s-t open outstretched land, the face of the earth; carpet; to 
stretch out, to spread out, to reach out, to unfold; abundance, 
vastness, increase. Of this root, six forms occur 25 times in the 
Qur’an: basata 16 times; bdsit four times; bast once; 

iaUau bisdt once; <1=12 bastatun twice and mabsutatdn once. 

basata u [v. trans.] 1 to increase, to expand (42:27) 
tjii jjjll 4ill were God to increase the provisions for 
His servants, they would transgress all bounds in the land 2 to 
spread out (30:48) ^ if fUUl Utkij jjjja tsill 

iUu God it is who sends the winds; and they stir up the clouds; 
then He spreads them over the skies as He pleases 3 [with prep, 
(^j] to extend, to reach out, to stretch out, to raise (one’s hand) 
(5:28) u! 14 214 ‘J\\ riV..) jji if you raise 

your hand to kill me, I will not raise mine to kill you. 

bdsit [act. part.] 1 one who spreads out, stretches (18:18) 
ou^jllj with their dog stretching out its forelegs at 

the entrance 2 [with prep. <^1] one who stretches, reaches out 
to/for (13:14) ja U'j ili ^1411 ^ 4=^1^ like someone 

stretching forth his two hands towards water that it may reach his 
mouth-but he does not reach it [water]. 

i^bast [v. n.] the act of spreading out (17:29) 414 Vj 
J 4uull tjiaLai V'j 414 L 4jjli4 and do not let your hand be 
chained to your neck, nor outspread it [lit. in complete 
spreading]. 

LUj bisdt [n./quasi-pass. part] carpet; wide expanse; 
carpet-like, that which is outspread (71:19) lil-u l 4 =jVi J>kj l54- j 
and God has made the Earth a wide expanse for you. 

a4xu4 bastatun [v. n./n.] expanse, magnification; enlarging 
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(2:247) jjjl J ^ Oj God has chosen 

him over you, and has increased him broadly in knowledge and 
stature. 

mabsutatdn [dual of pass. part. fern. 52= 
mabsutatun] opened, outstretehed *(5:64) He gives 

freely of His wealth [lit. His hands are open wide^. 

b-s-q tall, lofty, towering, to surpass. Of this root, 
bdsiqdt oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

cjliuilj bdsiqdt [pi. of aet. part. fern. bdsiqatun] tall, high, 
lofty (50:10) ^ ^ ci-iil j and palm trees-lofty and 

laden high with fruit. 

b-s-l hardship; ugly eountenanee; to he reekless, to dare 
death, to fight fiereely; to he made responsible for one’s bad 
deeds; imprisoning; courage. Of this root, '’ubsila occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

Juu) ^ubsila [pass. v. IV] to be given over to the consequences 
of the bad deeds committed, to be held responsible for one’s bad 
deeds, to be damned (6:70) clLS. Uj ^ ■jki'j but continue 

to remind with it [the Qur’an], lest any soul be damned for what 
it has done. 

b-s-m to smile; to bloom; (of clouds) to display a faint flash 
of lightning; white teeth. Of this root, tabassama, occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

'fuLU tabassama [v. V, intrans.] to smile, to affect a smile 
(27:19) Vja o- K>r.>. so he smiled, laughing at its words. 

b-sh-r skin; to skin; to be in skin-to-skin contact, to be 
intimate with one’s wife; first signs, to give good tidings, good 
tidings, a human being. Of this root, 13 forms occur 122 times in 
the Qur’an: 'jfki bashshara 35 times; bushshira three times; 

tubdshir twice; ^abshir once; ojj >y.n .. n tastabshirun seven 
times; ls'j^ bushrd 18 times; jj4j bashlr nine times; 
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mubashshir five times; mubashshirln four times; 

mubashshirat once; mustabshiratun once; bashar 36 

times and bashrayn once. 

>uij bashshara [v. II, trans.] 1 to bring good tidings, to convey 
good news (10:2) J.3a "^41 ‘j IajjJI and give 

glad news to those who believe, that they are on a sure footing 
with their Lord 2 (ironically) to bring bad tidings (9:34) (jiiJrj 
(_ 5 i 4jj^ ojj^ those who 

treasure up gold and silver and do not spend them in the way of 
God, give them the bad [lit. good] tidings of a painful 
chastisement. 

bushshira [pass, of v. II] to be given good news (and 
ironically bad news) (16:58) jA j 'fh Jih\j 'jdi lij j 

when one of them is given the good news of [the birth of] a 
baby girl, his face darkens and he is filled with gloom. 

tubdshir [imperf of v. Ill ',>14 bdshara, trans.] 
euphemism for being intimate with one’s wife (to be in 
skin-to-skin contact) (2:187) ^ jjA^ Vj but 

do not lie with them [your wives] during the nights of your 
devotional retreat in the mosques. 

'jflls ^abshir [imper. of v. IV 'jXf\ ^abshara, intrans.] to feel joy 
at receiving good news (41:30) 4^1 VaJh and 

rejoice at the good news of [your entering] Paradise, that you 
have been promised. 

Ljjj y i y * "j yastabshirun [imperf. of v. X ^istabshara, 

intrans.] 1 to be happy, content, or joyful at receiving good news 
(9:111) f'j I so rejoice in the bargain you 

have made [with God] 2 to be happy at the thought of expected 
good happening, (3:171) fdll ]> they rejoice at 

the thought of receiving God’s blessing and favour 3 to seek good 
tidings (15:67) ili-'j the people of the town came 

along seeking the good tidings [of possible pleasure]. 

j'ytLbushrd [n.] glad tidings, good news (39:17) 
iSjdA\ 'jjbij U jij*) eUjc-Uall there is good news for those 

who shun the worship of false gods and turn to God', *(I2:I9) 
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how fortunate!, what good news! [also: how 

fortunate I am!, what good news for me!]; *(57:12) good 

news for you. 

bashlr [n.] a bearer of good tidings (12:96) jj^I ‘j Ilia 
jjjli ijs^ Mi then, when the bearer of good news came 
and placed it onto his face, thereupon he became able to see 
again. 

mubashshir [act. part.; pi. mubashshirln; pi. fern. 

mubashshirdf] one who brings good news (30:46) I>'j 
^\'j^ [ji His wonders include sending out the winds 

bearing good news. 

ij ffu . (« mustabshiratun [act. part, fern.] one who rejoices at 
receiving or expecting good news (80:39) laughing 

and expectantly rejoicing [at what is coming]. 

"j^bashar I [collect, n. equally applied to masc. and fem.; 
sing, and pL] humankind (30:20) Juji 14 J'jj [> [>j 

ytu of His wonders is His creating you from dust, and Lo 
and behold, you became human beings, multiplying/spreading II 
[n.; dual basharayn] human (23:47) ^they 

said, ‘Are we to believe in two human beings like us?’ Ill [pi. of 
basharatunicoll, n.] skin (in an interpretation of verse 74:29) 
j4ull blackening the skins (or, scorching the flesh of humans). 

jjo^/^ b-s-r eyesight, to see; to comprehend, to realize; proof, sign, 
eye opener; to warn, to guide; to reflect, to ponder. Of this root, 
14 forms occur 148 times in the Qur’an: basura three times; 

’J-du yubassar once; ^absara 27 times; ^absir twice; 

basir 51 times; basiratun twice; basd^ir five 

times, tabsiratun once; mubsir three times; 

mubsirun once; mubsiratun three times; tjjj j . ^yu . 1 

mustabsirln once; basar 10 times and Absdr 38 times. 

jlaj basura u [v. intrans. with prep. 1 to see, comprehend, 
to gain knowledge of something, (20:96) 59 ^ jJ-dji [4 lu Jli 
he said, 7 saw what they did not see’ [in another interpretation: 7 
have gained insight into something which they were unable to 
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see’] 2 to keep an eye on, to watch over (28:11) 

'uj’JuM y pij Ijc. 5 U ej'jLoja and she said to his sister, ‘Track 
him, ’ so she watched him from a distance, while they were 
unaware. 

yubassar [imperf. of pass. v. 11 bussira] to be made to 
see/comprehend something, to be given an insight into (70:11) 

they are enabled to see them (or, they are given an 
insight into them). 

’’absara [v. IV trans.] 1 to see (7:179) ^ ^ 

they have eyes they do not see with 2 to comprehend, to 
understand (28:72) ^ (jjjklu JiL <111 ’Jx- ^1 what 

god other than He could give you night in which to rest?, do you 
not comprehend? 3 to find guidance (6:104) ja 

5 UijJa clear proofs have come to you from your Lord-so 

whoever finds guidance, it is for himself. 

—1 'j^S '’absir bi [exclamation] how strong the eyesight is! 
(18:26) ^ ji-^l s^ljl4iill t,ijr- Ijij t2j ^iX^l <111 Ja say, 

‘God knows best how long they remained, ’ His is all that is 
hidden in the heavens and the earth-how well He sees!, how well 
He hears! 

basTr [intens. act. part./quasi-act. part.] 1 one who can see, 
one endowed with sight (12:96) ijU ilili jj4j 11 »14. Hla 

Iji-^xj then, when the bearer of good news came and placed it onto 
his face-thereupon he became able to see again 2 one discerning, 
endowed with insight *(42:11) j*-^! [attribute of God] the 
All-Seeing, the All-Discerning. 

baslratun I [v. n./n., pi. basd^’ir] clear evidence, 

sure knowledge (12:108) ^1 JaI\ I call to God with 

sure knowledge II [n.] witness, overseer (75:14) 59 -^ [jUiVl Jj 
truly, man is a [clear] witness against himself [in another 
interpretation: there is an observer observing him]. 

tabsiratun [v. n.] providing insight, showing the way, 
eyesight (50:8) ^ Ls'j^h as an eye-opener and a 

reminder for every servant who turns to God. 



96 


610 ^ 1 ^ 


"j^^mubsir [act. part; pi. ojji^ mubsirun\ fern. s'_>^ 
mubsiratun] 1 one who sees; one who has insight one who 
discerns (7:201) liU (> Ujli [4^ bj 

those who are mindful of God, if a visitation [of thoughts] 
from Satan touched them, they remember [Him] and, lo and 
behold, they have insight 2 light/sight-giving (10:67) l54- j* 

j ^ I jjkuul He it is who made the night for you to 

rest in [it] and the day giving light/sight 3 clear, evident, plain to 
see (27:13) IjjUi but when Our clear signs came to 

them. 

Cjij jdf mustabfnn [pi. of act. part. mustabfr] one 

who seeks insights, capable of having insight into matters (29:38) 
IjjlS'j JjLJ' cf (jUou-ll J4i L^jj Satan made 

their foul deeds seem alluring to them and barred them from the 
right way, [even] though they were capable of seeing. 

basar [n., pi. '^absdr] eyesight eyes, sight vision, 
sense of sight (6:103) ja'j '^fu V vision cannot 

encompass Him, but He encompasses all visions. 

b-s-l onion, multi-layered. Of this root, basal occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tt-aj basal [coll, n.] onion (2:61) 414 I> 

41 ^ j 4 ^i j 4 r»j 2 j some of what the earth produces, its herbs and 
its cucumbers, its garlic, its lentils and its onions. 

b-d-‘' flesh, lump of flesh, to slice; to be intimate with a 
woman; to marry; a piece of merchandise, a small number of 
items (from three to ten); a small flock of sheep. Of this root, two 
forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: bid‘' twice and 

bidd^'atun five times. 

bid‘' [n.] a few (between three and ten) (12:42) ‘tula 

[jjiu and so he remained in prison for a few years. 

bidd’^atun [coll, n.] merchandise, goods (12:65) Ijkia 44 
Ijia-j [444« when they opened their packs, they 
found their goods returned to them. 





b-t-'’ this root denotes the single concept of slowness, of which 
only yubattb’ occurs 11 times in the Qur’an. 

iJ^yubatti'’ [imperf. of v. II Ii=j batta^’a, intrans./trans.] to 
hold hack, to lag behind, also to cause someone to lag behind or 
hold back (4:72) Ojj and among you are the ones 

who lag behind [also interpreted as: who urge others to lag 
behind]. 

b-t-r to slash; to fail to appreciate others; to be conceited, to 
fail to show gratitude. Of this root, two forms occur once each in 
the Qur’an: batira and batar. 

jlaj batira a [v. intrans. with prep. v. n. jL) batar] (with 
elided in the following verse) to exult by reason of wealth and 
behave with pride and conceit and lack of gratitude for God’s 
favours (28:58) eij'jlaj 4j"ja USSki how many a 

community, that once revelled in its wanton wealth and easy 
living, have We destroyed! 

oi/L/v b-t-sh force, attack, to seize with violence, to assault, to 
batter. Of this root, three forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: 
batasha five times; batsh three times and batshatun 
twice. 

(Jiiaj batasha i/u [v. intrans. with prep, j; v. n. batsh] to 
strike down, to assault (28:19) j* ‘j 'ij ‘j Qi as 

he was about to assault the one who was an enemy to both of 
them. 

iuiijj batshatun [n. of unit] onslaught, a fierce attack (44:16) 'fji 
U kALoll and [We will exact retribution] on the 
Day We inflict the mightiest onslaught. 

b-t-l falsehood, vanity; void, futile, untrue, to be false, to 
nullify; to be idle, idleness. Of this root, four forms occur 34 
times in the Qur’an: batala once; tubtil four times; 

bdtil 26 times and mubtilun five times. 

jiaj batala u [v. intrans.] to become void, to become undone, to 



appear as false; to come to nothing (7:118) IjjK U 

so the truth was confirmed and what they were doing came 
to nothing. 

yubtil [imperf. of v. IV '’abtala, trans.] 1 to render as 
null, to negate, to cause to be ineffectual (2:264) V 
tjihVj Ijhai you who believe, do not negate your 

charitable deeds with reminders and hurtful words 2 to prove or 
show as false (8:8) JKyj to prove the Truth to be 

true, and the false to be false. 

Jlalj bdtil I [n.] (with the definite article ^al-bdtil) 

falsehood (as opposed to ^al-haqq the Truth) (17:81) Jaj 
la ja'j (jlS JL12I ‘tjj Ly=l41 ja'jj and say, ‘The truth has come, and 
falsehood has passed away-falsehood is bound to pass away. ’ II 
[quasi-act. part.] that which is null, void, vain, useless, ineffectual 
(7:139) ofidu IjjlS U JUfj ^ U "Jfu. fVj* [jj what these people 
are engaged in is doomed to destruction, and what they have been 
doing is void III [adverbially] in vain, for no purpose (3:191) Ujj 
la* U our Lord!, You have not created this without 
purpose. 

mubtilun [pi. of act. part./quasi-act. part. mubtil] 
one who endeavours to render something null, ineffectual or void; 
one who shows something as false; one who is an adherent to 
falsehood (45:27) 0-4)4^^ J .Ju ffij when the Hour 

comes, those who follow falsehood will lose all on that Day. 

b-t-n stomach, belly, the inside of anything; hidden, secret, to 
conceal; entourage; inner side, lining; low land. Of this root, six 
forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: 'cffi batana twice; "u)=Ij bdtin 
four times; 5jLki bitdnatun once; OjUa) bata^’in once; "cM batn four 
times and "cij^butun 13 times. 

batana u [v. intrans.] to be hidden, to be concealed, to be 
manifest (7:33) 'cfiii U'j l^lo U Uj] my Lord only 

forbids atrocities—whether they be open or hidden. 

bdtin I [n.] 1 hidden part, secret part (6:120) >Ui I jjij 
forsake sin, the open and the hidden 2 inner part, interior 
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(57ll3) 4J4S jjx 4 jaU=ij ^ ^ J_>^ so 

there will be erected, between them, a wall with a door; inside it 
[in it] lies mercy, outside it lies chastisement 3 [with the definite 
article ufaUll '’al-Bdtin and usually in comhination with 'jAUill 
'’al-Zdhir] [an attribute of God] the Hidden, the Inner (57:3) j* 
'jAtkllj 'jjSfl He is the First and the Last; the Outer 
[also: the Manifest] and the Inner II [quasi-act. part.] that which 
is inside, the inward, the inner, concealed, hidden (31:20) 

^tj'j s'jAUi and has lavished upon you his bounties, 

outward and inward (or, manifest and unmanifest). 

4jUaj bitdnatun I [coll, n.] intimate friend/s, entourage, 
confidant/s (3:118) V \ V I 

you who believe, do not take for your intimates from outside your 
[own] such as those who spare no effort to ruin you II [n., pi. 
bata^’in] inner linings of garments; upholstery (55:54) 'cJ^ 
ffc. they are reclining on couches lined with 

brocade. 

"ijdi batn [n., pi. butun] 1 stomach, helly (37:66) 'cif^ 

' 4 ^ they surely will be eating from it, and filling 
from it the bellies 2 womb (3:35) 411 cIjXi I have 

vowed in dedication what is in my womb entirely to You. 

b-‘'-th messenger, delegation, to send; to awake, to provoke, 
to incite; to cause to rise; to spread out; to walk briskly. Of this 
root, six forms occur 66 times in the Qur’an: eu*) ba’^atha 38 times; 
Lufiyub^'ath 13 times; 4 j 34 j| Huba’^atha once; ba’^th four times; 
^inbFdth once and of mab^'uthun nine times. 

vdki ba’^atha a [v. trans.] 1 [with prep. (^] to send an apostle or 
a prophet to (3:164) "u- V ^ He sent to them a 

Messenger from among themselves 2 to raise from the dead 
(2:259) ^ ‘f <111 kiUU so God made him die for a hundred 

years, and then raised him up 3 to wake or arouse from sleep 
(6:60) U l^IIj jAj it is He who 

recalls you by night, and knows what you have earned by day, 
then raises you up again in it [the daytime 7 4 to appoint, select, 
choose for a task (4:35) I> 51 !*] I fffik ‘ffo 
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and if you fear a breach between the two, appoint one arbiter 
from his family and one from hers 5 [with to appoint over, to 
place over; to raise against (7:167) fji jjj 

JiJI ijL and remember when your Lord declared 

that He would raise against (or, place over) them until the Day of 
Resurrection, those who would inflict on them terrible suffering. 

liajj yub‘'ath [imperf. of pass. v. ilau bu‘'itha] to be raised from 
the dead, to be resurrected (64:7) IjISuj y ‘j I j'JS~ yill Ji'j the 
disbelievers claim they will not be resurrected. 

4iiuj) ^inba^'atha [v. VII intrans.; v. n. cjlkul ^inbi‘'dth] to rise up, 
to rush and act forcibly (91:12) UliSi H when the most wicked 
man among them rose up [against him]. 

liau ba^'th I [v. n.] resurrecting, raising from the dead (31:28) U 
Vj Yj creating and resurrecting all of you is 
but like [creating and resurrecting] a single soul II [n. with 
definite article 4*41' '’al-ba‘'th] *(30:56) 4*41' ’fji the Day of 
Resurrection. 

mab’^uthun [pi. of pass. part, eijjilo mab'^uth] ones who 
are raised from the dead, resurrected (83:4) 41 jiJ tjkSfi 

do these people not realise that they will be raised up? 

j/4i/^/i_j b-‘'-th-r to scatter, to strew about; to squander; to 
disarrange, to turn inside out. Of this root, y4 bu‘'thira occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

'Jiu bu^'thira [pass. quad, v.] to be strewn about, to be scattered 
all over; to be turned inside out (82:4) eij'Jkl jjiill Ijj j when graves 
are turned inside out. 

b-‘'-d to be far, to go far; to come next; to remove, to separate. 
Of this root, seven forms occur 235 times in the Qur’an: 44 
ba‘'uda once; 44 ba^'ida once; jc-4 baHd once; "44 bu^'d seven times; 
"ag4 baYd 25 times; uj44* mub‘'adun once and 44 ba‘'d 199 times. 

44 ba‘'uda u [v. intrans.] to be or become distant, remote, far 
off; to be far away, to go very far (9:42) (jlk "ji 

4a 41I eij'44 "ijiTj 'AJLiH were it a gain near at hand and an easy 





journey, they would have followed you, but the distance had 
proved far for them. 

jju ba’^ida a [v. intrans.] to perish, to come to destruction 
(11:95) US tUl Sf! yes!, away with the people of 

Midian, even as Thamud was done away with. 

"Siubu^'d I [n.] remoteness, distance (43:38) Ud cUlU 

jluil if only there were between me and you the distance 
between east and west! II [v. n., inter)ectionally] ‘away with...!’, 
‘destruction to...!’ (11:60) jja jUI lik) Vi so away with ‘'ad, the 
people of Hud! 

'i^ba^Td [quasi-act. part.] 1 distant, far away (50:31) PiTjlj 
ouu Jtf. (jjaUU and Paradise is brought closer for the 
righteous-not very far 2 long, distant in time (27:22) Jjc- UiS;oa 
but he did not stay away long 3 deep, far-reaching (2:176) 'aji!! ‘cf j 
jjU jjliS I jiEkl those who differ about the Scripture are 

deeply divided 4 considerable (42:18) ^ ^ 'ijJSA ol v! 

jj*j jSUia those who argue about the Hour are truly in 
considerable misguidedness. 

mub^adun [pi. of pass. part. UU mub‘ad\ kept away, 
removed, debarred ( 21 : 101 ) llo ^ 4 ) (jUJI ‘q\ 

but those for whom [a promise of] the reward most fair has 
been already given by Us, they will be kept away from it [Hell]. 

iu ba‘d [adverb of time and place, always in construct (^U:=j), 
sometimes elliptically] 1 after, afterwards (2:253) l^I U "jTj 
U Sju [jjjJl but if God had so willed, their 

successors would not have fought each other after they had been 
brought clear signs 2 in addition to (21:105) Uj I> jjjjJI lUiS jiTj 
[jjkHlall ‘J We wrote in the Psalms, in 

addition to the Remembrance that the earth shall be the 
inheritance of My righteous servants (or. We wrote in the Psalms, 
after the [earlier] Scripture that the earth shall be the inheritance 
of My righteous servants) 3 apart from, beyond (10:32) 

Vj it) I iUa jaJI so that is God, your Lord, the True One 

(or, the Truth), what is there, beyond the Truth, except falsehood? 
4 over and above (31:27) I> Ujf "jTj 




5011 iIjUoK tij'jij U jlOii siO even if all the trees on earth were 
pens and the sea with seven seas over and above to replenish it, 
[were ink], the words of God would not run out 5 because of, in 
consequence of (66:4) iSfj- ja I'jAliu "Jj 

jj^ OUi iu but if you collaborate against him, [be 

warned that] God will aid him, as will Gabriel and all the 
righteous believers, and the angels, because of that, will stand 
behind him 6 in spite of, notwithstanding, even after (5:32) oaTj 
Ollj 'iu 14 “ fjjjS p pO^O 012 .J and indeed 
Our messengers came to them with clear signs, but many of them, 
in spite of this, commit excesses in the land 7 after, apart from 
(45:23) 'fP-j ^ 

5 OII 44 I> I>4 »j'-Ot ?jlP consider the one who takes his 

own desire as a [controlling] deity, and God leads him astray, 
inspite of [his/God’s] knowledge, and sets a seal upon his 
hearing and his heart, and places a covering on his eyes—who can 
guide him after (or, apart from) God? 8 before (in a disputed 
interpretation of 21:105) ‘3 44 I> 

tjjklllPI tjplP We wrote in the Psalms, before the [earlier] 
Scripture/Remembrance: ‘The earth shall be the inheritance of 
My righteous servants’', (79:30) IaPj OUi '20 and the Earth, 

before (or, after) that. He spread it out. 

b-^^-r a camel of either sex; a donkey; (of a camel) to grow to 
maturity; a camel’s droppings; to become angry. jjP ba‘’Ir is 
described by ’al-Suyuti as a borrowing from Hebrew. Of this root, 
"j 4 *j balr occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

jjau balr [n.] a grown camel (also said to mean donkey or a 
beast of burden) (12:72) 50 uf'j jj4 l4?- p >'4- I>fj 4154' 

we are missing the king’s cup and for the one who returns it there 
will be a camel-load and I guarantee that. 

b-^’-d part, some, portion, to divide; mosquitoes, gnats, to be 
bitten by a mosquito. Of this root, two forms occur 130 times in 
the Qur’an: baM 129 times and ^jl4 ba’^udatun once. 

Ijiskj baM [n.] 1 some, a few, a number of, one of (11:54) Jj^j bj 



f jlu l4^r» Vj we say nothing but that some (or, one) of 

our gods have touched you with some evil, *(2:76) ^ 

[when they] become alone with each other, *(4:21) 
q:^ have become intimate with one another [lit. have 

opened up to one another) [together as husband and wife]', 
*(22:40) ‘j^j had God not driven back 

people, some by the means of others', *(2:253) ULiaa 

We favoured some of them above others', *(18:99) 

some of them surge, on that day, against the others', 
*(2:36) ^ each other’s enemy [lit. some of you 

enemies one to the other]', *(4:25) belonging to one 

family [lit. some of you [derived] from others] 2 part, portion 
(2:85) 'cijJSdj so do you believe in some 

parts of the Scripture and deny others? 3 a little of, some of 
(49:12) pj ‘ci [even] some suspicion is a sin 4 one of 

(66:3) Tj emd when the Prophet told 

something in confidence to one of his wives 5 all of (in a rare 
interpretation of 40:28) ^ U'j but if he is 

truthful then what he has threatened you with will afflict you. 

ba'^udatun [n.] mosquito, gnat (2:26) ‘J V [jj 

U«a U 51x0 God does not shy from drawing any 

comparison [with something as small as] a gnat or above it 
[larger/smaller]. 

b-‘’-l unirrigated palm trees, a male palm tree; a husband, a 
wife; to marry; courtship; master, deity. Of this root, two forms 
occur seven times in the Qur’an: l5<j ba^’l three times and 
bu’^ulatun four times. 

J»j bad I [n.] husband (11:72) Ija'j "jjfr- uf'j alfi cjili 
U1.1 she said, ‘Woe is me!, do I bear [a child] when I am an old 
woman, and this, my husband, is an old man?’ II [proper name, 
maybe a very early borrowing] a generic term for idol 
worshipping; Baal, sun god, an idol of gold belonging to the 
people of ^ilyas or any deity that is not God (37:125) 51kj [jjLil 
(jjjjj'j how can you invoke Baal and forsake the Most 
Gracious Creator? 




bu’^ulatun [pi. of l5<j baH (also v. n. of v. ba^'alat)] 
husbands; being married to a husband; the entire family (2:228) 

1 jirJ y idli tjA-ijj their husbands are [more] 

entitled to take them back during this period provided they wish 
to put things right. 

b-gh-t surprise is the single concept denoted by the root. Of 
this root, ^ baghtatan occurs 13 times in the Qur’an. 

^ baghtatun [n. used adverbially] by surprise, suddenly 
(6:31) ^ Ijj ji:. until the Hour comes upon them 

suddenly. 

b-gh-d hate. Of this root, baghdcd occurs five times in 
the Qur’an. 

fUiij baghdd'’ [n.] intense hatred, loathing (3:118) pi 

‘ijx. vehement hatred has already willed itself out of their 
mouths. 

b-gh-l mule; to be stupid, to affect stupidity. Of this root, JUj 
bighdl, which is a borrowing from Ethiopic, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

JUj bighdl [pi. of n. Ji) baghl] mules (16:8) Jhulfj Jplfj 

U ji’jol and horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride [them]. 

b-gh-y a shoot; an unripe fruit; to seek, to go after, to wish 
for, to covet; to go over the limits, to transgress; to facilitate; to 
earn one’s living, to strive; a maid, a slave girl; to commit 
adultery; to practise prostitution. Of this root, nine forms occur 86 
times in the Qur’an: baghd 24 times; bughiya once; 

dbtaghd 34 times; yanbaghi six times; ^ baghy once; 
baghl three times; ^ baghiyy twice; iUj bighd^ once and 
dbtighd'^ 14 times. 

baghd i I [v. intrans.] 1 to transgress, to violate the limits 
(55:20) cfffi tiSSi '-M-y) between them is a barrier they do not 
transgress 2 [with prep. (^] to act outrageously (42:27) ^=14 "jTj 



^lijji' were God to expand the provision to His 
servants, they would transgress all bounds in the land 3 [with 
prep. pass. ^ bughiya] to infringe, to encroach upon, to 
wrong someone (49:9) dai [jli I jkLati I jSal 't> ptelL "ijjj 

jj I jijtii Jtc. UoAria-j and if two parties 

of the believers fall to fighting, put things right between them, but 
if one of them wrongs the other, fight the wrongdoer until he/she 
returns to God’s commandment II [v. trans. with or 1 to 
want, to seek, to desire, to he after (18:64) ^ US U Jli he said: 
‘That [place] was what we were seeking’ 2 to endeavour (28:77) 
(_ 5 i iUoill jjj V'j do not endeavour to spread corruption in the 
land III [v. douhly trans.] to desire; cause someone/something to 
be (9:47) ^they would have scurried 

around in your midst, seeking to sow discord among you. 

dbtaghd [v. VIII, trans.] to desire, to seek in earnest (4:94) 
desiring the chance gains of this life. 

ijifu yanbaghl [imperf. of v. VII inbaghd, intrans.] 1 to be 
worthy of, to be fitting and proper (19:92) rij "J 
it does not befit the Lord of Mercy to take [unto Himself] 
offspring 2 to be possible, to be attainable (36:40) 7 

Jilll V'j jUill UljUi [j] it is not for the sun to overtake the 
moon, nor can the night outrun the day 3 admitting of either 
sense 1 or sense 2 above (36:69) ^ U'j »UUIt Uj We have 
not taught him [ the Prophet] poetry, nor is it fitting for him (or, it 
does not fall within his ability) to be a poet. 

baghy [n./v. n.] 1 tyranny, outrageous behaviour (10:23) 
Ill'll j»Sjij UojJ (_>aU!l t^lU (jkll Jpu "f** lUla yet 

when He had delivered them, they behaved outrageously on the 
earth against all that is right!. Humankind!, your outrageousness 
is [bound to be] only against yourselves 2 infringement of the 
rights of others, going beyond the acceptable, transgressing 
(2:213) Uo SLi [yo »yijl Vj ^ ■. lUj only 

those to whom it was given disagreed after clear signs had come 
to them-]thus their disagreement was a] transgression amongst 
themselves. 
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bdghl [act. part.] one who goes beyond the limits, violates 
the accepted norms (2:173) ^ Yj Jjc. ‘J=L:=\ i>a but if 

anyone is forced [to eat such things because of hunger], rather 
than by desiring/wanting to transgress or violate the norms, he 
commits no sin. 

^ baghlyy [n./quasi-aet. part.] (of a woman) prostitute, 
unchaste (19:20) a! )Jj cjili she 

said, ‘However can I have a son when no mortal has touched 
me?!, and I am no unchaste [woman]!’ 

fUj bighcd [n./v. n.] prostitution (24:33) fUull IjAjkj Vj 

and do not force your slave girls into prostitution. 

flii) dbtighcb’ [v. n.] 1 desiring, wishing for (2:207) I> t>j 
iUujI but there is also a kind of man who gives 

his life away seeking the pleasure of God 2 seeking out, pursuing 
(4:104) IjjjS "(jj Vj do not 

be faint-hearted in pursuing the enemy, if you are suffering pain, 
they are also suffering pain as you are suffering. 

b-q-r eow; to split up, to gash, to plough, to enlarge; to travel 
around; corruption. Of this root, three forms occur nine times in 
the Qur’an: ji baqar three times; s'jaj baqaratun four times and 
djfjaj baqardt twiee. 

jSj baqar [coll, n., sing. fern. S ja) baqaratun, pi. cjl'jaj baqardt] 
cows (2:67) Sjaj Ijkijj ‘j [jj Jli 4j remember 

when Moses said to his people, ‘God commands you to sacrifice a 
cow’\ * s'ja4l name of Sura 2, Medinan sura, so named beeause of 
a referenee in verses 2:67-71 to ‘the cow’ whieh the Israelites 
were ordered to slaughter. 

b-q-" stain, irregular patehes of eolour; piebald, raven; a spot, 
an enclosed area with trees; to sprinkle. Of this root, ^ buq^’atun 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

buq‘’atun [n.] area, plaee, region (28:30) I> llli 

jIjII when he came to it, he was 
called from the right side of the valley, from the tree in the 



blessed area. 


b-q-l to sprout, to appear, to shoot; herbage, pot-herbs, 
legumes, beans of all kinds. Of this root, baql occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

JSj baql [coll, n.] herbage; beans, legumes (2:61) jj j 

I'ljn 'Ca^ uj 2£j ^ y 

I'^ . r . yr j js'j remember when you said, ‘Moses, we cannot 

endure eating only one kind of food, so pray to your Lord to bring 
out for us some of what the earth produces-its herbs, its 
cucumbers, its garlic, its lentils and its onions. ’ 

b-q-y to stay behind, to wait, to remain, to survive, to 
continue; remainder, residue, that which outlasts, that which 
endures. Of this root, eight forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: 
'Jfi baqiya twice; yj! ‘’abqd (1) twice; ‘’abqd (2) seven times; 
yu baql once; ojSU bdqln twice; bdqiyatun twice; euliU bdqiydt 
twice and ^ baqiyyatun three times. 

'iju baqiya a [v. intrans.] 1 to remain (2:278) Ujll U I jjij 

and forgo what dues remain from usury 2 to endure, to last 
(55:27) j yet remains the Face of 

your Lord, full of majesty, honour-giving. 

^abqd (1) [v. IV trans.] to spare (74:28) jii Sf j Sf it 
[Hell-fire] does not spare [a thing] and does not leave ]a thing]. 

^abqd (2) [elat.] more/most lasting, more/most enduring 
(42:36) I yill yuij jji. fdll 'Xs. Uj what God has to give is far 
better and more lasting for those who believe. 

baql [quasi-act. part., pi. Ci0j bdqln] 1 lasting, enduring 
(16:96) jjlj Uj iai U that which is with you runs out, 

but what is with God endures 2 the remaining ones, the rest 
(26:120) ’SL Uajc.! p and then We drowned the rest. 

bdqiyatun I [quasi-act. part, fern.] lasting, enduring 
(43:28) and he made it a word enduring 

among his descendants II [pi. n. euGtj bdqiydt] lasting deeds 
(19:76) 41uj dlljatjjlj 



I j'jx God increases the guided in guidance, but the lasting-good- 
deeds are best for reward with your Lord and best in the return 
[the yield] III [v. n./n.] endurance, continuance; trace, residue, 
remnant (69:7—8) csjjs 

‘ijx. such that you could have seen its people lying dead like 
hollow palm-trunks, can you see any remnant of them? (or, do 
you see them remaining?). 

^ baqiyyatun [n.] 1 relic, memento; remnant (2:248) "J 

4U*-\'i (jjjl* cJWj lJW iy 4'n5■« ^ iJIijjIjII 

that the Ark [of the Covenant] will come to you, carried by the 
angels, containing [the gift of] tranquillity from your Lord and 
relics of the followers of Moses and Aaron 2 whatever lasts, what 
endures; good pious work *(11:86) & what 

God keeps for you [after you have given of your wealth[ is best 
for you, if you are believers', *(11:116) 4i jiJ people having the 
quality of preserving themselves, or, holding on to the true 
religion, people possessed of excellence [lit. people with a 
remnant]. 

b-k-r morrow; beginning of the day, early time, to do 
something early in the day; first fruits; virgin, firstborn, 
outstanding deed. Of this root, four forms occur 12 times in the 
Qur’an: jL bikr once; "jsd '’abkdr twice; s'jk) bukratun seven times 
and jlSjj ^ibkdr twice. 

jkj bikr [quasi-act. part., pi. "Jsd ^abkdr] 1 virgin (56:35-6) Uj 
Ijlk)! [jAUkaj We have created them as a new creation, 

and made them virgins 2 (of animals) young, having given birth 
only once (2:68) 411 j 'Jl; y'jt "jSj Vj V SjSj l^jj Jja) Ajj He says 
it is a cow which should be neither too old nor too young, but 
inbetween. 

5jSj bukratan [n., used adverbially] in the early morning, at 
daybreak (54:38) ‘jtLL IJ'Sc. s'jkl '7^Vr..-i jiij and a remaining 
chastisement came to them early in the morning', *(25:5) s'jSj 
morning and evening', *(19:11) l^j s'jkl day and night, 
constantly. 




jUj) ^ibkar [v. n./n.] act of beginning one’s day *(3:41) 
jlSLVIj in the evening and at dawn, at dusk and dawn (i.e., 
constantly). 

b-k-k crowding, pressure, breakage, stifling. Of this root, ^ 
bakkata, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^ Bakkata [proper name] another name for either Mecca or 
the area upon which the Ka‘’ba is built; some philologists attribute 
the name to the crowding of pilgrims in the city, although it could 
be a result of sound change between Iml and /b/. (3:96) pi Jj ‘jj 
[jidUll Jdkj IS'jtL ^ the first House [of worship] to 

be established for people was the one at Becca; a blessed [place] 
and a source of guidance for all [the worlds]. 

b-k-m dumbness, muteness; inability to express oneself; to be 
silent; to be bom or to become dumb or mute; to be ignorant. Of 
this root, two forms occur six times in the Qur’an: '’abkam 

once and bukm five times. 

'’abkam [quasi-act. part.; pi. ^ bukm] dumb, mute, 
ignorant, incapable of self-expression (16:76) ^ 

ji V Uoa’P.! and God coins a similitude of two men- 
one of them dumb, having no power over anything. 

b-k-y to wail, to cry, to bemoan, to lament; to cause to cry; to 
pretend to cry. Of this root, three forms occur seven times in the 
Qur’an: (_pj bakd five times; <^5 '’abkd once and ^ bukiyy once. 

bakd i [v. intrans. with prep. <^1 to weep, to wail (9:82) 
I'jjjS I !;Ua I so let them laugh a little; they will weep a 

lot, *(44:29) ckj ui they were lamented by no 

one [lit. neither the heavens nor earth shed a tear for them]. 

^abkd [v. IV, trans.] to cause to weep, to bring/cause 
unhappiness (53:43) j j* ’-dj and He it is who makes one 
laugh, and makes one weep. 

'jfi bukiyy [pi. of quasi-act. part. bdkl] weeping (19:58) 
I jji. they fell down prostrate and weeping. 



Jj bal particle denoting turning away from or dismissing what 
precedes it and retrieving or confirming what follows; it occurs 
127 times in the Qur’an. Because Jj is used in argumentative 
contexts in which ideas are subtly compared and set in contrast 
the exact meaning of particular occurrences of Jj are often 
difficult to pinpoint. Broadly speaking, however, Jj functions in 
the Qur’an in three ways: I [negating or rejecting what precedes 
and confirming what follows] ‘not that but this’, ‘on the contrary’ 
(21:62—3) li* 'diti Jj Jla lii caka cjjli I jlla they said, 

‘Was it you, Abraham, who did this to our gods?’, he said, ‘No, [I 
did not do it] but this, their chief, did it’ II [setting into contrast 
or comparing between what precedes and what follows] ‘... but’, 

‘... indeed’, ‘... alas’, (87:14-16) Jj <fj JJ-I jSij ja 

sCJI JjJyj the ones who triumph are the ones who purify 
themselves, [who] remember the name of their Lord and pray, but 
[there you are!], you [people] prefer the life of this world III 
[affirming what precedes and adding to it further] ‘... not only 
that but also ... ’ (21:5) fL Guli JtU ja "jj Jj cijUI:,! I jili Jj 
JjfjVl Jj-ojf uk indeed they say, ‘[These are but] muddled dreams; 
rather he has invented it; rather he is a poet, let him bring us a 
sign like that previous messengers were sent. ’ 

j/J/tj b-l-d a marked plot of land; an animal dwelling, an abode, to 
abide in a place, to stay put; a tower; city, village; density; to be 
lacking in intelligence. Of this root, three forms occur 19 times in 
the Qur’an: "Jj balad nine times; bilad five times and sJj 
baldatun five times. 

jj balad [n., pi. "24 j bilad] 1 city, town, village (90:2) J?. eailj 
JJI while you [Prophet] are residing in this city 2 tract of land, 
region (7:58) jilj kitj JJU' -ddfj as for the good land, its 
vegetation comes by the will of its Lord', *(7:57) pJo JJ barren 
land with no herbage or pasture [lit. dead land]', * JJI ^al-balad 
name of Sura 90, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference 
to ‘the City’ [of Mecca] in verse 1. 

5 Jj baldatun [n.] 1 town, village, city (27:91) Jjj '^1 ‘j cljj Ui] 
Jl fJJI D J, I have been commanded only to serve the Lord 



of this town, which He has made inviolable 2 tract of land, region 
*(25:49) s'4j barren land with no herbage or pasture [lit. dead 
land]. 

b-l-s a state of shock, to be overwhelmed with grief, to fall 
into utter despair; to be cut off; to be confused and bewildered. Of 
this root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: yublis 

once and mublisun four times '’iblls is derived by 

some philologists from this root). 

'o4h yublis [imperf. of v. IV '’ablasa, intrans.] to fall into 
utter despair, to be struck dumb with fear (30:12) 

on the Day the Hour arrives, the guilty will 
despair/be dumbfounded. 

mublisun [pi. of act. part. o4^ mublis] struck dumb with 
horror or despair, seized with fear (23:77) 

^ JJk lij jjoi Ji. until when We open a gate of severe 
punishment for them—then they will be plunged into utter despair. 

dblTs (see alphabetically). 

£,/J/v b-l-‘' to swallow, to swallow up; a glutton; a drain. Of this 
root, (^1 dblal occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jjil ibla‘' [imper. of v. ^ bala'^a] to swallow up (11:44) 

Uj then it was said, ‘Earth, swallow up 

your water, and Sky, cease [raining]. ’ 

t/J/v b-l-gh to reach, to arrive; to mature, to come of age, to reach 
puberty; to exhaust; to attain a high degree; to be eloquent; to 
exaggerate; to do one’s utmost; to notify, to announce, to convey, 
message. Of this root, nine forms occur 77 times in the Qur’an: ^ 
balagha 40 times; ^ ballagha six times; ‘’ablagha five times; 
ijJtj bdligh three times; bdlighun three times; kiJU bdlighatun 
three times; baldgh 15 times and ^ mablagh once. 

jjj balagha u [v. trans.] 1 to arrive at, to reach a place, to come 
to (18:93) 'cjii ^ '4 until [when] he reached a place 
between two mountain barriers 2 to reach a point in time (2:235) 



LjIjSII ^ ^ I V j and do not confirm the 

marriage tie until the prescribed period [of waiting] reaches its 
end 3 to approach, to be about to reach (2:231) jisJL Ijj j 

^ jj^j ‘tj* ‘J H I> jk^ti 0^1 and if you divorce women 

and they are about to reach their set time, then either keep or 
release them in a fair manner 4 to attain or reach a state (24:59) 
Ijjjkuia jikil JliSfl ifi Ijjj and when the children amon^ you 

reach puberty, they should ask leave [to enter]-, *(4:6) I >1 

reach the state when they would be eligible for marriage, reach 
the marriageable age [lit. they reach marriage]-, *(37:102) ^ ^ 
reached the stage of working for a living [lit. he reached the 
stage of going around with him]-, *(18:76) I> cjiL oa you 

have had all the excuses you can put up with from me [lit. you 
have reached an excuse from me] 5 to overtake, to catch up with 
(3:40) ( 5 ^ ja'j [jjSj ^J\ however can I have a son when 

old age has overtaken me 6 to measure up to, to come up to the 
level of, to match (17:37) V> JliJl ^ [jij t 3 >j y id] you 
will never rend the earth open, nor attain the mountains in height 
7 to achieve (40:80) ^4jjil^ y ^14.1444 1 jiijlj ^1-4 144 and in 
them [cattle] you have benefits; and that you may attain, on them, 
a need [that is[ in your breasts. 

ji ballagha [v. 11 , doubly trans.] 1 to give or deliver a 
message or news to someone (7:68) Jfj pVl—j I convey to 

you the messages of my Lord 2 [with elliptical second object] to 
announce, declare, broadcast (5:67) 41u'j I> Jyl U ,^4 Jj^jll 14^^14 
Messenger, proclaim what has been sent down to you from your 
Lord. 

jii '’ablagha [v. IV, doubly trans.] 1 to inform someone or 
deliver to someone a message (7:93) 4 ^ riV..^ij J[j pVUj 141 
I have delivered to you the messages of my Lord and have given 
you advice 2 to help someone reach a place or a goal (9:6) kill! 
kioL then help him reach his place of safety. 

jJlj bdligh [act. part.; fern kilU bdlighatun, pi. oj*il 4 bdlighun] 1 
reaching (13:14) 59414 j* Uj »li yy ^uil Ji 5 uk VI like 
someone stretching forth his two hands towards water that it may 
reach his mouth—but he does not reach it 2 to satisfy; achieve. 
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attain (40:56) U Vj jj^ iJ bj there is nothing in 

their hearts but a self-conceit they will never satisfy [it] 3 to fulfil, 
to meet (7:135) but when We 

relieved them of the plague and gave them a fixed period in which 
to fulfil their promise 4 [adjeetivally] far-reaehing (54:5) 
far-reaching wisdom', *(6:149) the conclusive, 

overwhelming, ultimate argument, *(68:39) solemn 

oaths binding on us. 

jjlj ballgh [quasi-aet. part.] far-reaehing, penetrating, 
insightful (4:63) UjL Yfi (_ 5 i "^41 and speak to them about 
themselves using penetrating words. 

baldgh [v. n./n.] 1 announeement, deelaration, eonveyanee 
of a message (5:99) Vj U nothing is required of the 

Messenger but to deliver the message 2 warning, a message 
delivered (46:35) [fifi jfj Vj IjSuL (jjotjj U (jjjj ^jj 

on the day they will see what they had been warned about, it will 
seem to them as if they had not tarried but a single hour of a 
single day; [this is] a warning! 

mablagh [v. n.] extent, attainable degree, ultimate level 
(53:30) fid' t> 411j that is the extent of their knowledge. 

j/J/v b-l-w test, trial, to test; bounty; to strive, to have eare for; to 
affliet, ealamity; to give an oath. Of this root, eight forms oeeur 
37 times in the Qur’an: bald 18 times; tubld twiee; 

yubll onee; dbtald seven times; ^ibtuliyd onee; 1% bald^ 
six times; mubtall onee and mubtalln onee. 

yi bald u [v. trans.] 1 to try, to put to the test (21:35) JijLjj 
^ jj^'j and We try you with the bad and with the ^ood, as a 
test 2 to experienee, to taste, to eome to realise (10:30) 
ejsLf U thereupon every soul will experience what it did in the 
past. 

tubld [imperf. of pass. v. buliya] 1 to be put to the test 
(3:186) ^ you are surely to be tested in your 

possessions and in your persons 2 to be deelared, to be brought 
into the open (86:9) the Day when secrets are 



brought into the open. 

yubll [imperf. of v. IV Jji '’abla trans.] either to give the 
chance to someone to do well or to confer a great gift on (8:17) 
ku. and to test the believers with a fair test 

from Him (or, to confer upon the believers a great gift from Him). 

^ibtald [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to test (2:124) ^'j ijj 

‘{Jfkh pukj and when his Lord tested Abraham by certain 
words/commands and he fulfilled them 2 to put to the test (89:15) 
i>jki JjM kaSj ^'jkU kfj iSlil U 1 jj llti as for man, 

whenever his Lord puts him to the test, honouring him and granting 
him ease in living—he says ‘My Lord has honoured me ’ 3 to confer 
(8:17) to confer upon the believers a great 

gift from Him (or, and to test the believers with a fair test from 
Him). 

'i^\ ‘’ibtuliya [pass, of v. VIII] 1 to test, to be put to the test 
(33:11) Vrjlj Ijijljj 'ojkfkL\ '^Jl\ 211 I 4 A there the believers were 
sorely tested and deeply shaken. 

bald^’ [n./v. n.] 1 test, trial (44:33) ^51) ^ U pUVI (> j 
We gave them revelations in which there was a clear test, 
*(8:17) li-i. I'Aj favour, blessing, great benefit [lit. a good test] 2 
affliction (2:49) 

slaughtering your sons and sparing only your women, this was a 
terrible affliction from your Lord. 

mubtalT [act. part., pi. mubtalln] one who puts to the 
test (2:249) Jik [j] God will test you with a river. 

(^/J/v b-l-y to be worn out, to degenerate with age, to whither away; 
to care about, to give attention to. This root is usually classified 
together with root j/d/h^ b-l-w (see b-y-l). Of this root, 
yabld occurs once in the Qur’an; also bald occurs 27 times and 
may be classified under this root. 

jLi yabld [imperf. of v. baliya, intrans.] to decay, wear out, 
to wane (20:120) ^ J* shall I show you 

the tree of immortality and a kingdom that never wanes? 




is-jjah 
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yjj bala [response particle occurring 27 times in 

the Qur’an; it contradicts a negated proposition or denial and 
affirms the opposite; in this way it functions like Jj bal (q.v.) hut 
unlike Jj, bala can stand alone functioning as a complete 
sentence] 1 [as a response to a negated sentence] yes, indeed; on 
the contrary (64:7) JfJj Ja y "J ^ yyi the 
disbelievers claim they will not be raised from the dead, say 
[Prophet], ‘Yes indeed! I swear by my Lord!, you will be raised’ 
2 [as a response to a negative interrogative sentence] yes indeed 
(2:260) "(jSIj JJjl Jli He said, ‘Do you not 

believe, then?’, ‘Yes,’ said he, ‘but just so my heart may rest at 
ease. ’ 3 [preceded by what is not literally, but has the force of 
being, a negative] yes, he did, he had (39:59) cL-Si ja y) 

yes, indeed! My revelations came to you but you denied them', 
which is preceded by (39:57) yiiJI ‘j if God 

only guided me I would have been of the pious. 

JU bal (see b-y-l or b-w-l). 

b-n-n tip of the finger, the entire finger; arms and legs; to 
remain in a place; constancy; odour. Of this root, "j'i bandn 
occurs twice in the Qur’an 

bli bandn [coll. n.; sing. ^14 bandnatun] 1 fingertips, also said 
to indicate the entire finger (75:3^) yl 444^^ 

‘j Jc. yjjli does man think We cannot collect his bones?, 
yes. We can. We are able [even] to reconstruct his very fingertips 
2 also said to mean arms and legs or limbs in general (in an 
interpretation of verse 8:12) jli j and strike off their 

every limb. 

b-n-w/y sons and daughters, offspring; to adopt a child; 
building, wall, tent; to build, to form; to wed. Of this root, 13 
forms occur 184 times in the Qur’an: band 11 times; iUj bind^ 
twice; bannd^ once; 544 bunydn seven times; mabniyyatun 
once; ^ibn 40 times; yul dbnay once; (jji banun 74 times; 
dbnd'^ 22 times; ‘y) bunayya six times; dbnata once; ‘yu)! 
dbnatayy once and cjU) bandt 17 times. 
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Ju bana i [v. trans.] 1 to build, to construct (40:36) cy\ (jUUU 
Human, build me a lofty tower 2 to raise (91:5) Uli Uj 
UUa-L U'j by the sky and how He raised it and by the Earth 

and how He spread it. 

?Uj bind'’ [n.] a raised structure, a dome, a roof (2:22) l 54- 
iloj iUldtj Lsrji the One who made the earth spread out 

for you and the sky a canopy. 

?Uj bannd’ [n. of profession] builder, bricklayer, constructor, 
architect (38:37) f'4 and the satans-every 

builder and diver. 

'cfiLbunydn [n.] building, structure (9:109) kkdi 'uZi ‘fJ] 
O (> ij'Ju is the one who founds his building on 

consciousness of God and desire for His good pleasure better? 

kjM mabniyyatun [pass. part, fern.] built up, constructed 
(39:20) ^'jc- yja I> ^'jc- for them are lofty chambers 

above which are lofty chambers built. 

bj) ’ibn [n.; dual ’ibruiyn] son (5:27) ti Jj'j 

tikllj and recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in truth', 
*(2:215) the wayfarer, the traveller [lit. the son of the 

road]. 

bjj) banun [pi. of ’ibn, in construct > ji band, + T' 

pers. sing, suffix > baniyy] 1 sons (12:87) I> I jl22s.ja I 

my sons, go and seek news of Joseph and his brother 2 
children, descendants (7:27) V fit. children of 

Adam, do not let Satan seduce you. 

flil ’abnd’ [pi. of n. "cy\ ’ibn] 1 sons (4:23) I> 

wives of your begotten sons 2 children, sons and daughters 
(implied by the context although usually interpreted as merely 
sons) (5:18) fdll ihu! [>j pJlij the Jews and the 

Christians say, ‘We are the children of God and His beloved 
ones. ’ 

'Ju bunayy [diminutive of '’ibn + 1®‘ pers. sing, suffix c? (01 
(used for endearment) my dear son (12:5) V Jli 

^Jc. he said, ‘My dear son, do not relate your dreams to your 



brothers. ’ 

<ij| ^ibnata [n. fern.; dual ^ibnatan, with pers. sing, 
suffix (0 > '’ibnatayya-, pi. eijli banat] daughter (28:27) 

‘jiL\ 2k£jf "J jjJ I would like to marry you to one of these 
two daughters of mine. 

b-h-t to be confounded, to be taken by surprise, to be 
dumbfounded; falsehood, slander; to be argued down; to be 
perplexed. Of this root, three forms occur eight times in the 
Qur’an: tabhat once; buhita once and Iftfi buhtdn six 

times. 

tabhat [imperf of v. bahata, trans.] to render 
dumbfounded and unable to act, to stupefy, to stun (21:40) Jj 
U is'j koj but it will come upon them suddenly, and 

it will stupefy them; so they will not be able to repel it. 

buhita [pass, v.] to be confounded, to be dumbfounded 
(2:258) ^ ^ (jli Jli 

jaS SO Abraham said, ‘God brings the sun from the east; so 
bring it from the west’, the one who disbelieved was confounded. 

buhtdn [n./v. n.] 1 fabrication, perjury, falsehood 

*(60:12) ‘oiiS cfcu kujSi 'jiL Yj they do not falsely 

attribute children to their husbands, they do not commit adultery 
[lit. ruyr do they produce any falsehood, they fabricate between 
their hands and legs^ 2 malicious slander, calumny (24:16) 

li* jiSjj ‘j ui it is not [proper] for us to speak of 

thisl-Glory be to Youl-this is a monstrous slander 3 deception, 
trickery; unjust act (4:20) ‘jjj 

Urw uiijj jji-B lijls kio 1 Sti Ijlla!:? and if you wish to 

replace one wife with another, and [even if] you have given any 
one of them [as a dower] a ton [of gold], do not take any of it 
[back], do you take it by way of calumny and manifest sin? 

b-h-j delight; freshness; verdancy; to please, to make merry. 
Of this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: 
bahjatun once and bahlj twice. 
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bahjatun [n./v. n.] delight, beauty, joy (27:60) 't> Jjjf j 

j 5 U GmjU iU f U«Ul and He sent for you from the sky 
water with which We caused gardens of delight to grow. 

5 ^ bahij [quasi-act. part.] joyful, delightful, lovely, pleasing 

( 22 : 5 ) Liujjlj eiujj lIijSaI UJjjl Iili sooU (_p=jVl j^j 

and you perceive the earth lifeless, yet when We send down 
upon it water, it stirs and swells and puts forth [vegetation] of 
every joyous kind. 

b-h-l to leave an animal unattended, to neglect; to be 
without a husband; to chase out; to curse, to invoke God’s wrath; 
to swear one’s innocence; to pray eagerly. Of this root, 
nabtahil occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

nabtahil [imperf. of v. VIII hbtahala, intrans. with 
no prep.] to pray earnestly, reference to mubdhala a 

traditional form of ‘trial by prayer’ practised in Arabia in which 
two antagonists debate a disputed subject in public with one 
another and end by invoking God’s curse upon the lying party 
(3:61) 5 dll VSd p and let us pray earnestly and 

then invoke God’s curse on those who are lying. 

b-h-m four-footed animals; to be dumb; obscure, 
unintelligible; to be dark; unmarked. Of this root, bahimatun 
occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

bahimatun [n., pi. ’fkfi bahd^im/quasi-act part.] animal, 
beast; dumb *(5:1) livestock animals, plant-eating 

beasts, ruminant [beasts]. 

b-w-'’ dwelling, home, abode, residence; to take up a place for 
settling in, to provide abode for others; to take a wife, marriage; 
to come back; to incur; to admit; situation; equality. Of this root, 
four forms occur 17 times in the Qur’an: bd^’a six times; ijj 

bawwa^’a six times; tabawwa^’a four times and fji mubawwa” 
once. 


fh ba^’a [v. intrans. with prep. —j] to come back with; to incur. 



to bring upon oneself, to earn (2:90) Jc. IjiU they 
have incurred wrath upon wrath. 

ijj bawwa^’a I [v. II, trans.] 1 to settle, lodge, or establish 
someone in a place (7:74) Ijjlaa 

T/e established you in the land, that you take to yourselves castles 
on its plains 2 to prepare or appoint a place for settling in (22:26) 
tiiull (jlSlo bfjj jj'j when We appointed/made habitable for 

Abraham the site of the House II [doubly trans.] 1 to settle or 
lodge someone in a selected place (29:58) U'jc. We 

shall lodge them in mansions in the Garden 2 to grant someone 
something (16:41) ^4-4 .^ We will grant them a good 

reward in this world. 

I'jjj tabawwa^’a [v. VIII] 1 [intrans.] to reside, to settle down, 
to abide (39:74) iUu dii. we settle wherever we please 

in the Garden 2 [trans.] to take up or select as a place of residence 
(10:87) ukx’jaJ \‘fu "(ji tud'j bukjlj We revealed to 

Moses and his brother, ‘Take up dwellings for your people in 
Egypt.’ 

Ijj4 mubawwa'’ [pass, part., functioning as n. of place] abode, 
place of residence; rank (10:93) bfjj "Aij We 

settled the Children of Israel in a good settlement (or, in a 
situation of truth). 

(j/j/ljj b-w-b desert; wonders; doors, ways, choices. Of this root, 
two forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: 4-iIj bdb 12 times and 
'iJ'ji) ^abwdb 15 times. 

LAjbdb [n., pi. 4-11'^] ^abwdb] 1 door, entrance, gate (13:23) 
uU JS [jx the angels will go unto them from 

every gate 2 means, facilities, ways *(6:44) 

We made it easy for them to acquire the good things [lit. We 
opened for them the ways to all things] of this life', *(2:189) I Jlj 
l^r^i cj enter houses by their [main] doors (a reference to a 
pre-Islamic custom by which men, under certain circumstances 
and for a certain period, would only enter their own houses 
through the back, this has come to mean: select the right means 




for the right ends); *(54:11) liuii and We sent 

torrential rain [lit. We opened the gates of the skyf, *(38:50) 

they are made welcome [lit. opened for them are the 
gates [of Paradise]]. 

j/jj^b-w-r waste, uncultivated land; demise, to perish; corrupt; 
stagnant; lazy; to test. Of this root, three forms occur four times in 
the Qur’an: jju yabur twice; jjj bur once and "J'f bawdr once. 

jji yabur [imperf. of v. jU bdra, intrans.] 1 to perish, to meet 
with a bad end, to come to nothing (35:10) 'jk-j 
jji jA for them is a severe chastisement, and the plotting of such 
will come to nothing 2 (of trade) to be stagnant, to be unprofitable, 
to decline (35:29) jJp y ijjVj) in the hope of a trade that 
will never decline. 

jjj bur [pi. of act. part. jjU bcb’ir, v. n. functioning as quasi-act. 
part.] lost, ruined, condemned (25:18) I4"ja Ijkill Ijlu 
until they forgot the Reminder and were people ruined. 

jljj bawdr [v. n./n.] utter loss, condemnation, doom (14:28) 
jl'j [44ja I jL-i j and cause their people to end up in the home 
of utter ruin. 

b-y-l (with a degree of overlapping with roots b-l-y and 
dji^j^b-w-l) heart, mind, thought; condition; importance; ease of 
living; disposition. Of this root, 44 bdl occurs four times in the 
Qur’ an. 

bdl [n.] 1 mind, thought, heart, one’s inner being, situation 
(47:2) [414 [4j4 He will overlook their bad deeds 

and He will put them in a good state 2 condition, state (20:51) Ua 
"j4 what about/what is the condition/state of the former 
generations? 

b-y-t tent, dwelling, abode, quarters; family; to spend the 
night, to do something at night; to raid by night, (of food) to 
become stale. Of this root, five forms occur 73 times in the 
Qur’an: yabitun once; ciL bayyata four times; eiuj bayt 28 
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times; eu buyut 37 times and euli bayat three times. 

Oui yabit [imperf. of v. cliL bata, intrans.] to pass the night, to 
spend the night (25:64) 141^j likl. j those who spend 

the night bowed down or standing in [constant] prayer. 

bayyata [v. II, trans.] 1 to do/decide something at night 
(4:108) V 14 jj » < 1 jAj Vj "j 

Jjall (> f/iey /i/r/e from people, but they cannot hide from God, for 
He is with them while they plot at night discourse that He does 
not like 2 to raid someone at night; to kill someone at night 
(27:49) <114 I jlli they said, ‘Swear to one another 

[that] by God we shall attack him and his household in the night. ’ 

bayt [n., pi. eij^ buyut] 1 tent (16:80) Jjlk 

‘fn h 4^ and He has provided for you, from 

the hide of cattle, tents [lit. houses] that you find light on the day 
you travel and on the day you settle down 2 dwellings, rooms, 
houses (7:74) 4^ JliJI cind hewing the mountains into 

houses 3 mosques, places of worship (24:36) ‘j 1411 (ji! 

<2,^1 1^4 jSi'j in houses of worship, God has ordained that they be 
raised high and His name be remembered in them', *(2:125) 
the House [at Mecca[', *(5:2) J>rjp4l ciiull the Sacred House [in 
Mecca]', *(33:33) 4(411 Ja! members of the Prophet’s household 
[lit. people of the House] 4 building (24:29) I jil‘4 ‘J ^42 'jj41 

Jic. 4^ you will not be blamed for entering 
vacant/public buildings [lit. uninhabited houses] in which there is 
some errand/business for you.. 

cjli bayat [v. n. used adverbially] at night, during the night; as 
a night raid (7:97) 'oj24 414 44!) "J uM do the 

people of these towns feel secure that Our punishment will not 
come upon them by night, while they are asleep? 

b-y-d desert; to vanish, to be cut off; to perish, to become 
extinct. Of this root, 44 tabid occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tabid [imperf. of v. 'j4 bada, intrans.] to perish, to become 
extinct (18:35) 141 44 "J [ji! U I do not think that this will ever 

perish. 
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b-y-d eggs; white, to become white, to whiten, to 
whitewash; to honour. Of this root, five forms occur 12 times in 
the Qur’an: ^ibyadda three times; ^abyad once; 

baydd^ six times; bid once and bayd once. 

^ibyadda [v. IX, intrans.] to become white *(3:107) ojill 
those who become joyful, those who are favourably 
judged [lit. those whose faces become white/turn white]', *(12:84) 
ilic. cZjomVj interpreted either as his eyes became full of tears [and 
so glistened in the light], or, he became blind [lit. his eyes turned 
white]', the latter interpretation finds support in (12:93) I 

I'jj^ ph 4jiU loA take this shirt of mine and lay it over 

the face of my father—he will regain his sight and (12:96) ita. ‘J Hla 
1 ijU ^ iw jj42I then, when the bearer of good news 
came and placed it onto his face, he forthwith became able to see 
again. 

^abyad [quasi-act. part.; fern. iUii baydd'\ pi. bid] 
white, without blemish, clear (27:12) 

4 jL. Jjc. o- and put your hand inside the neck of your cloak, it will 
come out white, without a blemish', *(2:187) (> ... -^4^^ 

the first streak of light [lit. the white thread ... of dawn]. 

'tJaM bayd [coll, n.] eggs (37:49) OjiS- like protected 

eggs. 

b-y-‘' buying and/or selling, exchange of goods, merchandise, 
deals; to pledge allegiance, to acknowledge someone as ruler; ^ 
biya‘', a place of worship, is also classified under this root 
although it is generally recognised as being of foreign origin, 
possibly Persian. Of this root, four forms occur 14 times in the 
Qur’an: baya’^a six times; ^14 tabaya’^a once; ^ bay^" seven 

times and ^ biya‘' once. 

jjU bdya^'a [v. Ill, trans.] to pledge allegiance, to swear fealty, 
declare oneself a loyal subject to a ruler (48:10) Ui] 41jjijG (jpll 

those who pledge loyalty to you [Prophet] are but 
pledging loyalty to God. 

tabdya^'a [v. VI, intrans.] to exchange goods, to trade with 
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one another (2:282) lij I and have witnesses present 
whenever you trade with one another. 

^ bay^" [n./v. n.] an exchange of goods, trade, buying and/or 
selling (62:9) ,*^1 ^jj^j (yo 

when the call to prayer is made on the day of congregation 
[Friday], go immediately to praise God and leave off your 
trading. 

^ biya^^ [pi. of n. ^ bay’^atun] churches (22:40) fdll ^3 Vjlj 

5UII dll jt. .-IJ 11 1 >>T 1 ^121 

had God not repelled some people by means of others, many 
monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques, where God’s 
name is much mentioned, would surely have been destroyed. 

b-y-n separation, severance, division; to be disconnected, to 
become divorced; in between, middle; to clarify, to declare, to 
explain; eloquence. Of this root, 14 forms occur 574 times in the 
Qur’an: 'iff bayyana 35 times; ’a>2 yubln once; tabayyana 18 
times; 'ouLu tastabln once; "ff bayyin once; ^ bayyinatun 19 
times; dUl bayyindt 52 times; mubayyinatun three times; 
dluL mubayyindt three times; "a>i mubln 119 times; 
mustabln once; "iff baydn three times; "cfif tibydn once and 'Jf 
bayna 317 times. 

'iff bayyana [v. II trans.] 1 to make clear, to explain (14:4) U'j 

cfif djfj I> liLi’J We have never sent any 

messenger but [that he communicated] in the tongue of his 
people, that he may make [the message] clear for them 2 to 
clarify, to explain away (43:63) 'o^. "(4^ ja 

5 Ui 7 have brought you wisdom; and I have come to clarify 

some of your differences for you 3 to bring out into the open, to 
make manifest (5:15) ' j:^ 'im j^j aa 

our Messenger has come to make manifest to you much of what 
you have kept hidden of the Scripture 4 to specify (2:70) hi ^4 I jll5 

U U! 2£'j they said, ‘Pray to your Lord for us, to show us 
[exactly] what it is.’ 5 [with no object] to explain, to itemise 
(4:176) I jidj "J 4ill ’iff God explains [all this] to you lest you 


err. 



OiH yubln [imperf. of v. IV jd '’abana, trans.] to enunciate, to 
express oneself clearly (43:52) ild Vj j* ls 4* d 

am I not better than this contemptible wretch who can scarcely 
express himself? 

tabayyana [v. V] I [intrans.] 1 to become clear, to become 
manifest (4:115) c5-4il ^ 'c^ U iu JjL'jll and whoever 

oppposes the Messenger, after the guidance has become clear to 
him 2 to become known (9:43) 1 >4^ oiill 'A ejj)l JJ why 

did you give them permission, before those who spoke the truth 
became known to you? 3 to become distinct, to become 
discernible (2:187) ^ ’q:=^\ Kj-si l IjKj 

(> eat and drink until the white thread of dawn becomes 
distinct for you from the black 4 to discern, to discriminate, to act 
in a judicious way (4:94) Vj Ijj^ 5 dll 14 I 

iijU I jljSi you who believe, when you travel 

in God’s cause be discriminating, and do not say to one who 
offers you peace, ‘You are not a believer’ II [trans.] to discover, 
to realise (34:14) ^ ji ‘d s'lnn ji. idi 

so when he fell down the jinn realised, that, if they had 
known the unseen, they would not have remained in the 
demeaning torment. 

d;muij tastabln [imperf. of v. X [jUd-l ^istabdna, intrans.] to 
become distinct, to become marked out (6:55) pIjVI 
[jioJaJdl l!j2.o uiduurj thus We expound the revelations, so that the 
way for sinners becomes distinct. 

"dii bayyin [quasi-act. part.] sure, manifest, evident (18:15) 
fli ijlLLu [jjjh Yj\ fUji ]> I jikjl do"ja these people of ours 
have taken gods other than Him, why do they not produce clear 
evidence about them? 

kfii bayyinatun I [quasi-act. part., pi. bayyindt] manifest, sure, 
evident, clear (2:211) idl; ]> "dliurd Jjjfjloj J-- ask the 

children of Israel how many clear signs We brought them II [n., 
pi. bayyindt] clear evidence, proof (8:42) ]> 1^'j 41]* 21^ 

4jjj [jt ^ that he who perished might perish by a clear proof, and 
that he who survived might survive by a clear proof, * name 




of Sura 98, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verse 1 to "clear evidence’. 

mubayyinatun [act. part, fern., pi. mubayyindt] 1 

explaining, enlightening, guiding, verifying, showing the way 
(24:46) pljji pOd htyi We have sent down enlightening verses 
2 evident, manifest, flagrant (33:30) pt »LuU 

^144 wives of the Prophet, any of you who 
commits a flagrant indecency, for her the chastisement will be 
twice doubled. 

mubln [quasi-act. part.] 1 eloquent, expressing things 
clearly, perspicuous (5:92) Uij4j Ujl I "^jj [jli if 

you pay no heed, know that the sole duty of Our Messenger is 
clear communication of the message 2 clear, manifest (6:16) I> 
jjill 211jj ^'j jsa 24"^ he from whom [such 

retribution] is diverted on that day. He [God], indeed, has had 
mercy on him, and that is the manifest triumph 3 flagrant (7:60) 4] 
ijif. ^ we believe you are in flagrant error 4 plainly 
visible (7:107) [jji iU-at <_ 5 ilU so he threw his staff and- 

lo and behold!-it was a snake, clear to all 5 clearly decisive (48:1) 
Lui 11 :^ Uj indeed. We have opened up a decisive triumph 

for you. 

"CiiiLdjt mustabln [quasi-act. part.] guiding, clarifying, sorting 
out, making [things] clear (37:117) LjIjSII and We 

gave them the clarifying/clear Book. 

bti baydn I [v. n.] act of explaining, elucidating (75:19) ‘d 
lult then it is Our duty to elucidate it II [n.] 1 faculty of 
speaking, faculty of thinking, the ability to express oneself (55:3- 
4) jli. He created man, [and] taught him to speak 

for himself 2 declaration, announcement (3:138) 

kht’jxj this is a declaration to people, and a guidance and 
an admonition for those who are mindful of God. 

"ddu tibydn [v. n.] elucidation, explanation, clarification 
(16:89) LjtSlI UTjjj and We have sent down to you 

the Book elucidating everything. 

Ciiibayna I [adverb of place] 1 between, in between (2:164) 
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(_p=jVrj fUUl 'iJL utaUlj and clouds that are made to run 

appointed courses between the sky and earth, *(27:63) 'cjii 
ahead of, or heralding, His mercy [lit. between the two 
hands of His mercyf, *(3:50) 'ifu LS and 

confirming what came before me in the Torah, *(34:12) [> (>'j 

5 ui SJjii and of the Jinn, some worked in his presence', *(36:9) 
We set a barrier in front of them 2 among, 
amongst (56:60) We ordained death among you 

II [n.] connection, bond as in the variant reading baynukum in 
(6:94) 'ijfL'y U "-41 all the bonds 

between you tore up, and left you and what you have been 
alleging’, (4:35) ukkj [jx USk Ijjajli (' ■ "Vu.’ ) bjj 

IftlAi if you fear severance of the bond between the two, appoint 
one arbiter from his family and one from hers’, *(8:1) the 

relations between yourselves’, *(18:61) point of 

meeting between them. 



ta 


^al-ta'’ the third letter of the alphabet; it represents a voieeless 
dento-alveolar plosive sound. 

j ta- [partiele of oath prefixed to also earrying with it-in the 
words of ^al-Suyuti-interjeetion implying a sense of awe 
oeeurs in four plaees in the Qur’an] ‘hy the name of, ‘hy the 
might of’ (21:57) Ijljj ‘J by God 

Almighty, I will harm your idols after you have gone away. 

tdbiit [a borrowing, said to be from Aramaie, Ethiopian, 
Hebrew or others; philologists also derive it from various Arabie 
roots, e.g. eij/tj/eij t-b-t and t-b-hf, it oeeurs twiee in the 

Qur’an 1 basket, box, ehest (20:39) PjjUII ^ fuaial J 

cast him in the chest, then cast it in the river 2 the Ark, the ehest, 
also rendered as heart (2:248) I> ^ cli‘J 

'ijjjA Jij Ji ^Tjj Cm the sign of his 

kingship will be that the Ark [of the Covenant] will be brought to 
you, carried by angels, containing [the gift of] tranquillity from 
your Lord and relics of the followers of Moses and Aaron. 

5jU tdratan (see t-w-r). 

t-b-b to stamp down, to flatten, to erush, to ruin; to eause to 
lose, to destroy; to beeome stable, to settle down, to beeome 
well-ordered. Of this root, three forms oeeur four times in the 
Qur’an: Li tabba twiee; Ljli tabdb onee and Luij tatbib onee. 

Li tabba i [v. intrans. also trans.] to lose, to eome to ruin, to 
perish (111:1) Lij ^ may the hands of '’abu Lahab be 



ruined [paralysed]! May he come to ruin [too]', * clu name of 
Sura 111, Meccan sura, so-named because of the initial word do 
be paralysed’ in the sura. It is also called ^ J (see h/o/J l-h-b) 
and ddJi (see m-s-d). 

lIm tabdb [v. n.] loss, ruin, failure (40:37) Vj '44 Uj 

and Pharaoh’s scheming [ends] only in failure. 

Lu^ tatbib [v. n.] utter destruction, ruin (11:101) due.! Ua 
41uj ’jj flk Cif I> uj^’4 

their gods, which they called on beside God, were of no use to 
them when what your Lord had ordained came about; they only 
increased their ruin. 

j/tj/ej t-b-r gold dust, raw metal, ore; to fragment, to crush, to 
destroy, to annihilate. Of this root, four forms occur six times in 
the Qur’an: 'Ju tabbara twice; jo^j tatblr twice; mutabbar 
once and jli tabdr once. 

jjj tabbara [v. 11, trans.] to crush, to destroy (25:39) 

Yjipi \jju dk'j ’-^for each We struck similitudes, and each [of 
them] We destroyed completely. 

tatblr [v. n.] destruction, annihilation (17:7) IjL U 
I and to destroy utterly what they had overrun. 

mutabbar [pass, part.] destroyed, crushed, eradicated 
(7:139) 5 Ui JJk U pifk [jj these people are [doomed to have] 
what they are engaged in utterly destroyed. 

"Jiu tabdr [v. n./n.] ruin, destruction (71:28) Vj Jji V j 

but bring nothing but ruin on the unjust ones! 

t-b-‘’ an attachment, to follow, to succeed, to pursue, to abide 
by, to comply with; to send after, to cause to go after; a follower, 
a creditor; result; liability; consequence; follow up, successor; 
uniformity; one’s shadow. Of this root, 13 forms occur 174 times 
in the Qur’an: ^ tabPa nine times; '’atba‘’a 13 times; 
^utbPa twice; dttaba^ 134 times; ^uttubPa twice; 
tdbP twice; tdbiln once; ^141 dttibd^’ twice; 

muttaba‘’un twice; eputti mutatdbPayn twice; ^ taba‘’ twice; ^ 
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tabr once and tubba^" twice. 

yj tabi% a [v. trans.] 1 to come after, to succeed (2:263) Jja 
tj'I I> jji. ^a kind word [from a would-be 

giver] and forgiveness [from the would-be receiver of charity] 
are better than almsgiving after which follows hurt 2 to abide by, 
to follow, to adhere to, to keep to (2:38) ^ I >2 

tjjj'jkj tJkV'j those who follow My guidance need not fear nor 
grieve. 

jjjl '’atba^'a [v. IV] I [trans.] either: to make someone a 
follower, to subjugate; to catch up with, to overtake (7:175) 
(jjjlill Qx jjlSa (jUaiill ^tXaula huljU )>gVrr- arul recite 

to them the story of the one to whom We gave Our messages, but 
he tore himself apart from them, so Satan recruited him as his 
follower (or, caught up with him) and he became one of the lost, 
*(18:85) so he went after/in search Wit. followed a road] 

of [knowledge/wisdom] II [doubly trans.] to cause to come after, 
to cause to follow (2:262) U 'offn Sf p 5^11 

tj'I Sf j 1 jaaji those who spend their wealth in God’s cause and do 

not cause hurt [to the recipient] to follow what they have spent. 

dtbda [pass, v.] to be followed with, to be pursued (by) 
(11:99) ^ 40* I jkuf j and they were pursued in this [life] by a 
curse. 

dtiaba^a [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to follow (12:108) ^o* "ti 

ijxd \I\ 5 UII (Jj jLo! say, ‘This is my way: I call to God 
with sure knowledge, I and all who follow me. ’ 2 to go after, to go 
behind (15:65) JjJll 211 aL jl^U so travel with your 

household in a part of the night, and walk behind them 3 to 
accompany (48:15) Ujjo 1*joi-tb ljj (jjaLui J ^ 

those who were left behind will say, when you set out after spoils 
to capture them, ‘Let us accompany you’ 4 to emulate, to copy, to 
repeat (75:18) sUi'ja liU emulate the recitation when We 

have recited it. 

jjji dttubda [pass. v. VIII] to be followed (2:166) baoJl ‘\‘Jp jj 
I jiil [jioll I jkil when those who have been followed disown 
those who followed [them]. 




tabi‘' [act. part] [one] following (2:145) I yj c2u! [jiJj 

~ jj Uoj ~ ciu) Uoj cJ^ ‘ _ yet 

even if you brought every proof to those who were given the 
Scripture, they would not follow your prayer direction, nor will 
you be following theirs, nor indeed will any of them be following 
one another’s prayer direction. 

tdbrin [pi. of act. part./n. ^Ij tdbi‘’] helpers, attendants, 
followers, entourage (24:31) Jy. qhuIjII J\ Vj ‘Jy^j "arty Vj 
.... ]> ^jVI and not reveal their charms except to their 

husbands, ..., or such men as attend them who have no sexual 
desire .... 

dttibd^’ [v. n.] following, conformity (2:178) I> ^ 
ijtakL 5 uij IVfj MjjWJLi 5 U^i but if someone [the culprit] is 

relieved from some [of the penalty] by his [aggrieved] brother [in 
humanity], then there shall be conformity [to his wish] in fair 
practice, and restitution [of the remaining part of the penalty] to 
him [the aggrieved] in a good way. 

muttaba‘’un [pi. of pass. part. muttaba‘’] those 
followed, those pursued (44:23) 'ciyd^ ^ so travel 

in the night with My servants, for you are sure to be pursued. 

C]^\XLAmutatdbdayn [dual of act. part, mutatdbd] 

successive, consecutive, following one another without 
interruption (4:92) ci^'^ J>'4-aa ‘sdi tj but anyone who 

does not find the means must fast for two consecutive months. 

^ taba‘’ [v. n. functioning as a coll. n. or as an adj.] followers, 
following (14:21) 1*4 US UJ 1 jjiS’iUil ilikliall JlSi 1» ^ 

and they [humankind] appeared before God, all together; and the 
weak said to those who thought themselves great, ‘We were 
followers [or a following] of yours. ’ 

^ tabr [pass./act. part.] either helper, protector, prosecutor, 
one who is prosecuted, or sued, for a right or dues, particularly 
for hlood revenge (17:69) JUjiS Uu jia 

UuU ^ UJU I jUau V and sends against you a hurricane of wind 
and drowns you for your ungratefulness, then you will find no 
helper for you against Us (or, you shall find none to demand 




compensation, ov, prosecute Us for it). 

jjj Tubba‘' [proper name] title and name of a number of 
Himyar kings who ruled in Southern Arabia until overrun by the 
Abyssinians in the 4* century A.D. (44:37) I> ^ 

[>1Ijjl£ ^ 4 ^) are they better than the people of 

Tubba‘' and those who flourished before them?, We destroyed 
them all, they were guilty. 

t-j-r wine merchant, wine seller; to barter, to buy or sell; to 
trade, to exchange; (of a camel) to be saleable. Of this root, s'j'4^ 
occurs nine times in the Qur’an. 

SjU? tijdratun [v. n./n.] 1 merchandise (2:282) s'jUj "J 
U Jki v! t^jj’jijj unless it be ready 

merchandise which you hand one to the other, there is no blame 
on you if you do not write it down 2 commerce, business, trade 
(2:16) ejkjj ^ (.5-4^4 rj'jl.i.1 'jjill kliijl these are the 

ones who have purchased error in exchange for guidance, so 
their trade brought no gain. 

taht [adv. of place, occurring 51 times in the Qur’ an] 1 
underneath, beneath (20:6) U'j 144 ) pfjkJI U ^ 

to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on the 
earth, everything between them, and everything beneath the soil', 
*(66:10) cii=dL^ 414 I> lh44 iiAj tulS the two women were 
wedded to [lit. under) two of Our righteous servants 2 below, at 
the foot of (48:18) sjklill liAj kLjkjtjj 4 Cp- j God 

was well pleased with the believers when they were swearing 
allegiance to you [Prophet] under the tree 3 within, in close 
proximity to (3:15) ‘^'4- for 

those who are mindful [of God], with their Lord are Gardens 
within which streams flow. 

Lj/j/cj t-r-b earth, dust, to cover with dust; to become poor, poverty, 
need; playmates, people of similar age; to become wealthy; to 
become tame, to become docile; the base of the neck, the area 
between the breasts and collar bone. Of this root, four forms 
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occur 22 times in the Qur’an: MIh turab 17 times; '’atrab 
three times; LuI jj tara^’ib once and matrabatun once. 

LjIjj turab [n.] dust, earth (30:20) ‘j one 

of His wonders is His creating you from dust. 

Liljji ^atrdb [pi. of n. Idji tirb] people of similar age, 
playmates, companions (38:52) LjI'j;! j and with 

them are those restraining their glances, of equal age. 

lojIjj tarddb [pi. of n. tarlbatun] collarbone, upper chest, 
ribs (86:7) j uLoll JL ‘of. it [liquid] issues from between 
the loins and breast bones. 

kjii matrabatun [n./v. n.] the state of being covered with dust 
*(90:16) <[Jd abjectly poor, nothing between him and the earth 
[lit. in the state of being covered with dust]. 

jjC j t-r-f a watering place within easy access, (of plants) to be 
watered; good food; to live in luxury, to provide with lavish 
means, affluence. Of this root, three forms occur eight times in 
the Qur’an: '’atrafa once; ^'’utrifa twice and 

mutrafun five times. 

'’atrafa [v. IV, trans.] to provide with the good things of 
this life, to cause to be opulent (23:33) iddi ^ and We 

had granted them ease and plenty in this life. 

i-ijj) dtrifa [pass, of v. IV] to be made opulent, to be 
corrupted by ease of living (11:116) jjjll j while 

the evildoers revelled in pursuing the ease of living which was 
granted them. 

CjJIJxa mutrafun [pi. of pass. part, mutraf] those endowed 
with the good things of this life, ones spoilt by wealth and easy 
living (17:16) IjSliia 1.^1^ iji k J lijj 

IjAojj Uljj^'aa and if Wc desire to destroy a township, We command 
the affluent of its inhabitants, and they commit abominations in it, 
so the word [judgement] is passed against it and We destroy it 
utterly. 



t-r-q (no evidence of verbal root) collarbone, the uppermost 
of the chest. Of this root, only tardql occurs once. 

ySljj tardql (read as J'jj tardq, with the final I elided, for 
rhyming harmony with following verses) [pi. of n. Sj5jj 
tarquwatun] collarbone, the uppermost part of the chest *(75:26) 
cjil |jj when life is about to abandon the body, when a 
person is on the point of expiring [lit. when it [the soul, life, last 
breath] reaches the collarbone^. 

lil/j/cj t-r-k to relinquish, to abandon, to let be, to do without, to 
finish with, to leave behind; neglected, forlorn, spinster. Of this 
root, three forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: ^Tjj taraka 36 
times; 'dkjLyutrak four times and tdrik three times. 

iiljj taraka u [v. trans.] 1 to leave behind (4:7) »U.uirj 

(jr.2rjll ^Tjj and to the women a share of what the parents 
and kinsmen leave', *(37:78-9) US'jS'j 

We left for him [a eulogy] among later generations: ‘Peace 
be upon Noah among all the nations!’ 2 to abandon, to forsake 
(12:37) fdllj V ^ I have forsaken the faith of a 

people who do not believe in God 3 to leave or put someone in 
charge of (12:17) s-uill Uc-h- 4k. and left Joseph by 

our things, and a wolf ate him 4 to take to task (16:61) 4^1^ "jij 

4jI 4 ■(> iTjp U p4hi (jiUll if God were to take humankind to task 
for their wrongdoing He would not leave on the earth one living 
creature 5 to render, to change from one condition into another 
(2:264) 14La Ak'jSa JjIj prji kfc. his likeness is 

as the likeness of a slab of smooth solid rock with earth on it: 
heavy rainfalls and renders it completely bare 6 to let be (44:24) 
(jja'jil 4jk. pjj fjAj j441l and let the sea remain parted; they 
are a drowned host. 

^ 'iJkJi yutrak [pass, v.] to be left alone (29:2) ‘j ‘j 
[jjii V pj Ijljau do people think they will be left alone after 
saying ‘We believe’, without being put to the test. 

jlii tdrik [act. part.] one who abandons, or forsakes something 
or someone (11:53) ^ITja ‘fc. ’cj=^ U'j and we will not be 
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forsaking our gods on the strength of your word. 

t-s-‘' this root revolves around the number nine. Of this root, 
four forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: ^ tis‘' four times, 
tis‘'atun once; kjL4 tis'^ata ‘'ashar once and tis'^un 
once. 

tis‘' [card, no., fern, tis‘'atun] nine (17:101) liili 
cAdu pUli ^ ^We gave Moses nine clear signs. 

'ytk. Ajluij tis'^ata ‘'ashar [comp, no.] nineteen (74:30) kjd.4 '4^=- 
'jAAc. in charge of it [Hellfire] there are nineteen. 

C^ydutis^'un [card, no.] ninety (38:23) uj^j ^ ^ bl 

this, my brother, has ninety-nine ewes. 

t-‘'-s peril, misfortune, destruction; to fall on one’s face, to 
meet with disaster, evil, to be wretched. Of this root, [yiiu ta’^s, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Lh*j ta^'s [v. n. used interjectionally] falling on the mouth, 
destruction, bad luck *(47:8) ■f4i ^2.^ Ij’jik [jjiSfj as for the 
disbelievers, may destruction befall them! 

t-f-th hair matting and dirt accumulating on the body as a 
result of leaving off acts of body cleansing, to become dirty in 
such a manner. Of this root, only caii tafath occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

liiii tafath a rare word interpreted either as: dirt resulting from 
abstaining from certain body grooming, such as shaving, cutting 
the hair, clipping the nails and using perfume; or acts of worship 
specified for the pilgrims (22:29) I ‘4 

OjiJI pillj then let them carry out their needed acts of cleansing 
their bodies (or, let them perform their acts of worship), fulfil 
their vows, and circle around the ancient House. 

t-q-n dregs of a well, to dredge up a well; nature; to do 
something well, to be skilful, to be eloquent; to perfect, 
perfection. Of this root, 'ifd '’atqarui occurs once in the Qur’an. 
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cM '’atqana [v. IV, trans.] to perfect (27:88) 1^ . 7 . iVi 
jk 'ijd 5 UII uUJJI ‘Jm s>lk and you will see the 
mountains, deeming them standing still, when [in fact] they are 
passing by like the passing of clouds; [this is[ the handiwork of 
God who has perfected all things. 

tilka [fern, of demonstrative dhdlika, occurring 43 times in the 
Qur’an] (see \idhd). 

t-l-l hill, heap, mound, elevation, to mount, to heap up; to 
knock down, to lay down, to he tough, to he stocky, to agitate. Of 
this root, Jj talla occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Jj talla i [v. trans.] to throw or lay someone face down, with 
his mouth or forehead touching the ground, or on his side with the 
side of his forehead touching the ground (37:103) uL! llli 

when they had both submitted [to God], and he had laid him 
down on his forehead. 

j/J/ej t-l-w to leave behind, to overcome; to come after, to come one 
after another; to accumulate, to be wealthy; to attach; the hind 
part; to read after, to recite, to follow a singer. Of this root, four 
forms occur 63 times in the Qur’an: tala 37 times; tuliya 24 
times; euUlj tdliydt once and tildwatun once. 

't^tald u [v. trans.; pass, imperf. yutla] 1 to succeed, to 
come after, to follow (91:1-2) U5\j lij by the 

sun in its morning brightness, and by the moon as it follows it 2 to 
recite (3:108) 0=44 4Ljc. Ujiu these are God’s 

revelations: We recite them to you [Prophet] with the Truth 3 (to 
have the skill) to read (29:48) kklj Vj jiu elk Uj 

i%<uj and you never were able to read any book before it; or write 
one down with your own right hand 4 to recount (6:151) Jj? J5 
U say, ‘Come! I will recount to you what your Lord 
has forbidden you!’ 5 to narrate (5:27) jj oklJ Ij Jjfj 

UUja 41)5 and narrate to them in truth the story of the two sons of 
Adam when they [each of them[ offered a sacrifice 6 to teach 
( 2 : 102 ) jhj U and [instead] they 




followed what the evil ones teach about the Kingdom of Solomon 
7 to be very conversant in, to be knowledgeable about, to study 
(2ill3) Jc- eiuiul 

jjiu JJk'j the Jews say, ‘The Christians have no ground 
whatsoever to stand on, ’ and the Christians say, ‘The Jews have 
no ground whatsoever to stand on, ’ though they both study the 
Scripture 8 to follow, to put into practice (in one interpretation of 
2:121) yfpti ja. kijB) IjIjSII (jjill those to whom We have 

given the Scripture, follow it as it ought to be followed 9 to 
convey, to deliver, to relate (27:91) jii "J j 

[I am commanded] to deliver the Qur’an. Whosoever 
chooses to follow the right path does so for his own good. 

cjyiii tdliydt [pi. of fem. act. part, tdliyatun] reciting; 
conveying (37:3) IjS) pUUlli and those who recite a reminder! 

tildwatun [n./v. n.] reciting; practising, following; 

recitation (2:121) those to whom We 

have given the Scripture, follow it as it ought to be followed. 

t-m-m complete, whole, entire, to become complete, to 
complete; to perform, to carry out, to fulfil; to come to the end, to 
finish one’s term; to be tough. Of this root, four forms occur 22 
times in the Qur’an: p tamma four times; ^atamma 16 times; 

tamdm once and ^ mutimm once. 

p tamma i [v. intrans.] 1 to reach completeness, to reach 
fulfilment (7:142) Pj cjliw ^ ^ Uiljj 

W (jjjujl We appointed for Moses thirty nights, then completed 
them with ten, so the term of his Lord reached completion, forty 
nights 2 to come to pass (6:115) YScTj 'dLj cLdj the word 
of your Lord has come to pass in truth and justice. 

pi '’atamma [v. IV, trans.] 1 to complete (2:233) eijrj jll j 

‘pi "J jI'J [jJ jlfs. tjAjVji mothers shall suckle their 
children for two whole years, for those who wish to complete the 
period of nursing 2 to comply with, to fulfil (2:124) jj'j 

‘ifpdi cjUKj 'Cfj when Abraham’s Lord tested him with certain 
commandments and he fulfilled them 3 to perform, carry out 




(2:196) 591 s'jl^iirj ^J4j perform the pilgrimage and minor 
pilgrimage for the sake of God 4 to spread, to propagate, to bring 
to fullness (9:32) «jjj ‘fu (jl Vj jjj IjjiiLj ijl 

they want to extinguish the light of God with their mouths, 
however God refuses but to bring His light to fullness 5 to 
honour, to fulfil (9:4) (Jj 1 jJl so fulfil their treaty 

for them till their term [given to them], 

}!Cu tamdm [v. n.] completing, fulfilling, perfecting (6:154) 
(^ill ^js^ 14U«j uil'd then We gave Moses the 

Scripture, completing [ Our favour] upon those who do good. 

^ mutimm [act. part.] one who perfects/completes (61:8) 
6jjj iQlIj [»^rjaL 5011 Jjj Ijj^ they wish to put God’s light 
out with their mouths, but God is bringing His light to fullness. 

jjjj tannur [a borrowing, said to be from Persian, Hebrew or 
undetermined origin, occurring twice in the Qur’an. Some Arab 
philologists link it to either jjj nur or jO ndr while ^ibn ‘’abbas 
describes it as common to all languages], variously rendered by 
the commentators as: oven/fumace; spring; surface of the ground 
(11:40) jlij till when Our command came to 

pass, and the furnace (or, the Earth’s surface, or the spring) 
boiled over. 

t-w-b (this root could be a variant of th-w-b) to return, 
to go back, to relent, to encourage someone to abandon their bad 
deeds. Of this root, eight forms occur 87 times in the Qur’an: LjIj 
tdba 63 times; Ify tawb once; tawbatun seven times; eutub 
td^ibdt once; jj21j td^ibun once; tawwdb 11 times; 
tawwdbln once and matdb twice. 

ljU tdba u [v. intrans.] 1 to repent (7:153) I jL4 jAlI j 

Ijjloli'j "jx IjjIj those who do wrong, then repent afterwards 
and truly believe 2 to turn to God (11:112) Ljb ‘j-'j uk 
41»lo so keep to the right course as you have been commanded, 
together with those who have turned to God with you 3 [with prep. 
(^] (of God) to accept repentance, to absolve (of sin) (2:37) 

Ljtia tiiUoK "jx then Adam received instruction from his 
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Lord and [complied with them] so, He accepted his repentance. 
Li^ tawb [n./v. n.] repentance, penitence (40:3) Jj'ij 
Forgiver of sins and Acceptor of penitence. 

Vjj tawbatun [v. n./n.] 1 penitence by a sinner to God (66:8) 
IkjLoj idy 1 jjjj 1 jkli (jjjJl you who believe, turn to God 

in sincere penitence 2 acceptance of repentance by God (4:17) Uij 
i-jjja ojiFi ls^ but God Only 

undertakes to accept penitence from those who do evil out of 
ignorance and soon afterwards repent, * name of Sura 9, 
Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 117- 
18 to the "Forgiveness’ granted to the three who had repented. 
Also called S'?)jj(see i/j/tj Z^-r--’). 

cjlkU td'dbdt [pi. of act. part. fern, tth td^ibatum, masc. pi. 
tcFibun] ones who repent or turn to God, righteous ones 

(66:5) dilajla u >nf^ 

... tiilktj it may be that His Lord will, should he divorce you, give 
him instead of you, wives better than yourselves: wives 
surrendering to God, believing, devout, turning [to Him] in 
repentance.... 

LjIjj tawwdb [intens. act. part.] 1 (of God) most accepting of 
repentance; ever absolving/pardoning (4:64) I Jsff 

they would have found God most accepting of repentance and 
most merciful’, *(2:37) [attribute of God] best Acceptor of 
repentance, 2 [pi. CiifF tawwdbln] those sincerely given to 
repenting or eagerly turning to God (2:222) (jk [jj God 
loves those who eagerly turn to Him. 

tdratan [adverbial, also classified under the roots j/j/eu t-w-r 
and/or j/ls/^ t-y-r, occurring twice in the Qur’an] a time, one 
time, one turn (20:55) ifjd Sjh l^laj Jakku out 

of it [earth] We created you, into it We will return you, and from 
it We will bring you forth yet another time. 

^al-Tawrdtu [proper name of Hebrew origin occurring 18 
times in the Qur’an] generic name for the Law or Scripture 



revealed to Moses comprising the Pentateuch (the first five books 
of the Bible) as distinct from (the Evangel, the Gospel, 

the New Testament (q.v. ^al-Hnjll (3:65) JJ jAitj 

Vj j pijj' ij people of the Book, 

why do you argue about Abraham when the Torah and the Gospel 
were not revealed until after his time? 

The Qur’an states that these scriptures were subjected to 
distortion and tampering (2:75-9; 4:46 and 5:15). The Qur’an 
also alludes to the fact that the Prophet Muhammad’s advent was 
predicted in these sacred scriptures (7:157). 

Ciii tin [coll. n. with no verbal root thought to be a borrowing from a 
sister Semitic language occurring once in the Qur’an] fig(s) (95:1) 
by the fig and the olive', * ojoll name of Sura 95, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference to "Figs’ in 
verse 1. 

t-y-h expanse of desolate unmarked featureless desert; 
wilderness; to lose one’s way, to be misguided; to be conceited, 
to be obstinate. Of this root, yatlhun occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

kujyatih [imperf of v. tdha, intrans.] to wander around 
having lost one’s way (5:26) ^ l^jli Jli 

ijiijSfl He said, ‘It [the holy land] is forbidden to them for forty 
years, [they will] wander in the land [being lost]. ’ 





/tha 


^al-tha'’ the fourth letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiceless 
inter-dental fricative sound. 

th-b-t to stand firm, to be fixed, to hold out; to establish, to 
make fast; to prove; to transfix; to be constant. Of this root, six 
forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: eui' "uthbut once; cLm 
thabbata 10 times; yuthbit twice; eu ju thubut once; ejjlj thabit 
twice and tathblt twice. 

OjjI '’uthbut [imperat. of v. eui thabata, intrans.] to stand firm, 
to hold fast to one’s position (8:45) I14 oiill 
you who believe, when you meet a force [in battle], stand firm. 

thabbata [v. II, trans.] 1 to set fast, to make firm, to give 
firmness (14:27) liill ^ JjSib Ioil il 

God gives firmness to those who believe with the firmly-rooted 
word, in this life and in the Hereafter [also interpreted as: God 
gives firmness to those who believe in the firmly-rooted word, in 
this life and in the Hereafter]', *(2:250) clfi make us stand 
firm 2 to bolster, to strengthen (25:32) ^^jloa ^ clfil that We may 
strengthen your heart with it. 

yuthbit [imperf. of v. IV ea?! ^athbata, trans.] 1 to confirm 
(13:39) cjji'j U <111 Ijklw God erases whatever He will and 
confirms [whatever He will] 2 to immobilise, to transfix, restrain, 
to tie up, to take as captive (8:30) 41jli "J 41jsiul I j’jak Oi^ll 2L 4 j 
21 ji remember when the disbelievers were plotting against 
you, to take you captive, kill you or expel you. 

thubut [v. n.] being steadfast, steadfastness, being firm 
(16:94) 145 j? Jjia lest afoot should slip after its being firmly 
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placed. 

thdbit [act. part.] firmly rooted, steadfast, sure (14:27) 

(_si cjjljll Jjillj (jjjll God gives firmness to 
those who believe, with the firmly-rooted word, in this life and in 
the Hereafter [also interpreted as: God gives firmness to those 
who believe in the firmly-rooted word, in this life and in the 
Hereafter]. 

tathblt [v. n.] aet of eonfirming, affirming, strengthening 
(2:265) sUia"_).<i s-Uu)! lP4j the 

likeness of those who spend their wealth seeking God’s pleasure, 
and strengthening themselves [their souls]. 

j/tj/di th-b-r ruin, destruetion, to perish; to he vanquished, to be 
transfixed, to be detained; to persist, to be diligent. Of this root, 
two forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: jjS thubur four times 
and jjM mathbur onee. 

jju thubur [v. n.] ruin, destruetion, perishing (25:13) I Jif lij j 
IJJ4J tsUljA tjc'j (jjjjaii lilia UlSx and when they are thrown into a 
narrow place in it [Hell], chained [together], they will cry out 
[for] death. 

mathbur [pass, part.] one who is lost, ruined, doomed, 
vanquished (17:102) and indeed, I deem 

you. Pharaoh, ruined/vanquished. 

th-b-t to be slow, sluggish, phlegmatie; to eause someone to 
lose heart, to diseourage, to turn away. Of this root, thabbata 
oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

thabbata [v. II, trans.] to frustrate, to diseourage, to 
impede; to eause someone to be retieent (9:46) 

^ I jikal Ji'j but God was averse to their going forth, 
so He discouraged them, and it was said, ‘Stay behind with the 
laggards. ’ 

th-b-y a group of horse riders, to divide into groups; to be 
eonstant; the eentre of a water trough. Of this root, clu thubdt 
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occurs once in the Qur’an. 

thubat [pi. of n. ^ thubatun] separate groups each 
consisting of a small number, small groups of horse riders or 
fighting men (4:71) ^ jJ^'' J p'? ^ I jii. I 

you who believe, be on your guard, then march [to battle] in 
small groups or march all together. 

th-j-j downpour, to flow forcefully, to gush out, to flood, 
waterfalls. Of this root, '4-'^ thajjdjan occurs once in the Qur’an. 

thajjdjan [intens. act. part.] pouring forth, cascading 
(78:14) 4-14^ iU 'ijx. laTjjfj and We send down from 

rain-carrying clouds (or, by means of rain-causing winds) 
cascading water. 

th-kh-n thickness, solidity; to do something to the utmost; to 
wear out, to exhaust, to weaken, to conquer; to be solemn, to be 
overcome with strain. Of this root, '’athkhana occurs twice in 
the Qur’an. 

^athkhana [v. 11] I [intrans. with (^] to battle strenuously, 
to gain victory (8:67) ^ ^ "J 'iP it 

is not for a prophet to take captives before he has successfully 
battled in the land II [trans.] to overcome, to vanquish, to 
overpower, to rout (47:4) Ijj IjjiS (jjill Jia lili 

ijlj'jll IjOiia JJhjluxkji when you meet the disbelievers [in battle[, 
strike their necks until, when you have routed them, tie fast the 
bonds. 

th-r-b thin layer of fat over the stomach; fingers; to point out 
faults, to blame, to abuse, to reproach, to upbraid. Of this root, 
Lujjj tathrib occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Lujjj tathrib [v. n.] blame, reproof, reproach (12:92) L-ujjj V Jli 
'fj^\ [but] he said, ‘You will hear no reproaches today. ’ 

th-r-y (somewhat overlapping with j/j/^ th-r-w) moisture, 
to moisten; soil, wet soil; goodness. Of this root, thard occurs 
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once in the Qur’an. 

jji thara [n.] soil, face of the earth, the crust of the earth, 
surface of the ground (20:6) U'j U ^ 

cjkj to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth, 
everything between them, and everything beneath the soil. 

th-^'-b snake, serpent, adder; to wriggle; channels cut by 
floods in the mountain, to flow, to flood. Of this root, oGu 
thu'^ban occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

thu‘'bdn [n.] serpent, snake (7:107) 

so he threw his staff and—lo and behold!-it was a snake, clear 
to all. 

th-q-b to bore, to perforate, to puncture, to pierce a hole; to 
heighten; to kindle, to light, to shine up. Of this root, thdqib 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

thdqib [act. part.] piercing, piercing bright (37:10) I> Vj 
L-ili ejLi. except for he who snatches away a 

fragment, and he is pursued by a piercing flame. 

(J/j/di th-q-f to straighten, to put into the correct shape; a capable 
person; to locate, to catch, to overcome, to dispute. Of this root, 
two forms occur six times in the Qur’an: thaqifa four times 

and ^ thuqifa twice. 

thaqifa a [v. trans.] to catch, to overtake, to come upon, to 
overcome, to gain the upper hand (60:2) ifi! Ijjjk) Oj if 
they gain the upper hand over you, they will revert to being your 
enemies. 

thuqifa [pass.] to be found, to be overtaken, to be 
overcome, to be caught (33:61) Ijhaj IIja£ Uil (jjjjii- 
accursed, wherever they are found, they will be seized and 
[fiercely] slain. 

J/j/di th-q-l weight, to weigh, heavy, loads; sin, responsibility; to 
find heavy, to become reluctant, to find burdensome; to oppress. 



to distress; phlegmatic, dull. Of this root, 10 forms occur 28 times 
in the Qur’an: thaqula four times; euiki! '’athqalat once; ^512^ 

^iththaqala once; J# thaqil twice; JUj thiqdl three times; 
muthqalatun once; muthqalun twice; cP^ ^al-thaqaldn 

once; Jlil ^athqdl five times and Jllw mithqdl eight times. 

thaqula u [v. intrans.] 1 to be of heavy weight, to weigh 
heavily on the scales (101:6) as for the one 

whose good deeds [lit. scales] weigh heavily 2 to be serious, to be 
burdensome, to be momentous (7:187) Ja jd fc. 21jjl!l2 
(jiajVlj (Jjlki jA Vj 'i jjdj Sf (^j jjc. t^oj] they 

question you [Prophet] about the Hour, ‘When is its arrival [lit. 
coming to port] ?’ Say, ‘The knowledge of it is only with My Lord: 
None but He will manifest it at its due time, it [the knowledge of it 
or expecting it[ has become burdensome in the heavens and the 
earth. ’ 

^athqalat [v. IV, intrans.] (of a pregnant woman) to 
become heavy with child (7:189) ida ^ Uj^ UUij Ilia 

[jjjSUll tjjjkji fdkf ‘cp U<4jj and when he 

covered her she bore a light pregnancy, and she passed by with it 
[unnoticed[, but when she became heavy, they both prayed to 
God, their Lord, ‘If You give us a righteous [son[ we shall 
certainly be of the thankful. ’ 

jSlj) hththdqala [an assimilated form of v. VI Js'jj tathdqala, 
intrans.] to become reluctant *(9:38) o^}i\ you show 

great reluctance to move [lit. you inclined heavily towards the 
earth]. 

thaqil [quasi act. part., pi. jd thiqdl] 1 heavy, burdensome 
(76:27) ^ 'Clf. 'ajj'Nj 'oJfPi hi these [people] 

love the immediate life, and put behind them [all thoughts of] the 
Day of Reckoning [lit. a Heavy Day] 2 momentous, weighty 
(73:5) Vja 21^ Uj We shall cast upon you a weighty 
discourse 3 heavily laden (9:41) VlSj lilii. I j’j^l so go forth, lightly 
and heavily [armed]. 

muthqalatun [pass. part.; pi. muthqalun] one who is 
burdened, heavily laden (68:46) "(4ldu ).! or do 



you ask them for a wage and so they are burdened with a levied 
payment?-, *(35:18) ^ V ‘J'j and if a 

soul heavily-laden [by sin] calls for its load [to be carried], not a 
thing of it will be carried. 

(IjiUai) ^al-thaqaldn [dual of n. l® thaqal] eminence, importance; 
most commentators interpret this as the parallel worlds of humans 
and jinn (55:31) We shall take you to task [lit. 

free Ourselves exclusively to you] two masses of jinn and 
humankind [lit. two weighty entities]. 

JUjI ^athqdl [pi. of n. thiqal] a load, a burden (16:7) 

Vj I jjjki jL and they carry your burdens 

to a land you could not reach without great hardship. 

mithqdl [n.] a weight (4:40) fji JJiy 7 ‘ci God does 
not wrong [anyone] by as much as the weight of a speck of 
dust/an ant. 

di/J/di th-l-th this root revolves around the concept of the number 
three. Of this root, eight forms occur 32 times in the Qur’an: 
thaldth six times; ^512 thaldthatun 13 times; CiJ^ thaldthun twice; 
liiJj thuluth three times; thuluthdn three times; thdlith 
twice; thdlithatun once and cjX thuldth twice. 

thaldth [card, no.] three (19:10) jis v! Jli 

He said, ‘Your sign is that you will not [be able to] speak to 
people for three nights [and days, though being] well’-, 
*(9:119) the three who made false excuses and 

stayed behind [lit. the three who were left behind] when others 
went on the campaign of Tabuk in the heat of the summer 
9 A.H/630 A.D. 

thaldthun [card, no.] thirty (46:15) 'dJ^ 

[the period of] bearing and weaning him is thirty months. 

thuluth [n., dual thuluthdn] a third (73:20) 2£'j ^ 

^JI\ J.jsj [Prophet] your Lord knows that you 
[sometimes] stay up [praying] less than two thirds of the night, 
and [sometimes] half of it and [sometimes] a third of it. 
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J/J/i 

thalith [act. part./n., fern. thalithatun] a third of three, 
the one that, with two others, makes a group of three (36:14) 4 
dJli Ujjjii Ua jjjSa (JujI UL."J when We sent to them two 
[messengers], but they rejected both, so We reinforced [them] 
with a third. 

i^thuldth [n. adverbially used] in threes, threesome (35:1) 
^Ujj 511.J Jf-'i- who appoints angels, 

messengers with wings, in twos, in threes and in fours. 

J/J/ti th-l-l a herd of sheep, wool, a group of people; to perish, to 
ruin. Of this root, ^ thullatun occurs three times in the Qur’ an. 

thullatun [n.] a multitude, a group, a crowd (56:12-13) 't> ^ 
many from the past generation, and a few 
from later generations. 

th-m-d little water; to dig for water; a ditch in which water 
seeps, name of a tribe suffering from scarcity of water. Of this 
root, J Thamud occurs 26 times in the Qur’ an. 

jjiu Thamud [proper name] name of an extinct tribe which 
dwelt in Northern Arabia, particularly in ^al-Hijr (q.v.) (17:59) 

I liuld j and We gave the people of Thamud 

the she-camel as a visible sign, yet they did wrong by her. 

The Qur’an describes how the homes of Thamud were carved 
from the rocky mountain in which they dwelt. The Thamud are 
juxtaposed with the ‘’ad whose recalcitrance likewise led to their 
downfall. The Prophet Salih was sent to this tribe (11:61). 

th-m-r load of trees, yield of trees, fruit, to fruit; wealth, 
offspring, full milk. Of this root, three forms occur 24 times in the 
Qur’an: fd ^athmara twice; thamar six times and 
thamardt 16 times. 

jjui '’athmara [v. IV, intrans.] to bear fruit, to fruit (6:141) I jK 
ojU-oii. 'jfi ^ 1 jjli'j 'yf\ 1 jj iJZ so eat of their fruit, when they 
bear fruit, and pay its dues [the poor’s share] on the day of 
harvesting them. 
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>«j thamar [coll, n.; unit n. thamaratun, pi. cjrji:«j thamardt] 
1 yield of trees and plants (14:32) Jjjfj 

lijj and he has sent down water from the sky and 

brought forth with it produce as provisions for you 2 fruit bearing 
trees; wealth (18:34) VU aL ’jd Ui jAj Jtii j-j aJ [jl£j 
I'jjj ‘^\'j and he had fruit [in abundance], so, he said to his friend, 
while engaged in dialogue with him, 7 am greater than you in 
wealth, and mightier in respect of men. ’ 

^ thamma [adverb of place indicating a removed point either 
physically or in rank (high rank), occurring four times in the 
Qur’an] 1 there, at that point (26:64) uirjj and We 

brought the others near there 2 ‘there for you to see!’, ‘at that 
[glorious] plaee!’ (76:20) dLj cd'j p cd'j lijj and if you 
were to cast a look around, there you would see bliss and great 
wealth. 

p thumma [conjunetion indicating a separation in time, or in rank, 
between the two entities it joins (as distinguished from proximate 
sequenee denoted by the eonjunctive i fa- (q.v. 1 . 2 )); 

occurring 338 times in the Qur’an] 1 then, afterwards (6:22) 'fjij 
'jl\ I jSjpl [jjjJl Jjij p on the Day We will gather 

them all together, then We will say to those who ascribed 
partners [to God[ ‘Where are your partners?’ 2 then, in the end 
(3:79) J IJjk jjy p s'jyrj ^ u 

5011 (jji ■(> it is not [befitting, possible] for any human being that 
God should give him the Scripture, wisdom and prophethood, 
then, in the end [after all this], he say to humankind ‘Be 
worshippers of me instead of God. ’ 

th-m-n (1) this root revolves around the concept of number 
eight. Of this root, five forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: [>0 
thdmin once; thamdni onee; ^142 thamdnlniyatun four times; 
(jjjlOu thamdnln once and thumun onee. 

thdmin [act. part./n.] one making up a group of eight, the 
eighth one (18:22) 14 ^ and [some] say, ‘They 

were seven, and their eighth was their dog. ’ 
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^Uj thamdni [card, no., fern. ^U«j thamdniyatun] eight (39:6) 
Jjjfj He sent down for you of the cattle eight 

kinds/pairs. 

thamdnln [card, no.] eighty (24:4) ‘f oiPj 

6.2^ AjUjL I jjt as for those who accuse chaste 

women [of adultery], then fail to provide four witnesses, lash 
them eighty lashes. 

thumun [n.] an eighth (4:12) 11- [>ill o^Ja oTj (jl4 [jli 

but if you have children, to them [your wives] is an eighth of what 
you leave. 

th-m-n (2) price, value, to price; equivalent. Of this root, 
thaman occurs 11 times in the Qur’an. 

thaman [n.] price (3:77) lii “al 

^ ^ J but those who sell out God’s covenant and 

their own oaths for a small price, for them there will be no share 
in the Hereafter. 

JjIj thamud (see Yj*/*! th-m-d). 

th-n-y two, to make two, to double; to bend, to twist, to fold 
up; incisor teeth; to do in twos; to praise; to insult; to exclude, to 
except. Of this root, nine forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: 
yathni once; yastathni once; ^^Ij thdnl twice; (jh^l ^ithndn 11 
times; (jl^l ^ithnatdn four times; jlc- ^ithnd ‘’ashara twice; liul 
s'_>4c. ^ithnatd ‘’asharata three times; mathnd three times and 
(^14« mathdnl twice. 

yathni [imperf. of v. thand, trans.] to bend, to fold up, 
to twist *(11:5) they conceal their enmity, they hide 

their thoughts [lit. they fold up their breasts]. 

uf'u ii\ yastathni [imperf. of v. X ^istathnd, trans. also 

intrans.] to exclude, to make an exception, to make an allowance 
[for the will of God] by saying "God willing’ (4il J\) (68:17- 

18) (jjfru.n Vj (joa-Ju-a^ jj UjL Uak JjAUjL Ul 

We tried them as We tried the owners of a certain garden, who 




swore that they would harvest its fruits in the morning, and made 
no allowance [for the will of God/for the poor]. 

thdnl [act. part./n.] 1 one of two, one making a group of 
two (9:40) IjjiS (jjjll jj aaa God helped him 

when the disbelievers drove him out: the second of two 2 one who 
is twisting, bending *(22:9) acting arrogantly [lit. 

twisting his side ]. 

dthndn [card, no., fern, dthnatdn] two (13:3) I>j 
Ciifjj 14 ^ l54- and of every fruit He made two, male and 
female [lit. two types/spouses]. 

dthnd ’'ashara [n., fern. tiil '’ithnatd "asharata] 
twelve (9:36) '_>4c. Gsi sj?- ‘ci the number of the 

months with God is twelve months. 

mathnd [n. used adverbially, pi. mathdnl] 1 in twos, 
two by two (34:46) ... 5^1 Uj] Ja say 

[Prophet], 7 only impress upon you one thing: to stand before 
God, in pairs and singly ... ’ 2 oft-repeated, that which repeats; 
that which draws comparisons between things (39:23) Jy 

dijisJI God has sent down the most beautiful of all 
discourses-a Book that is consistent [in the message it conveys], 
drawing comparisons [also interpreted as: repeating good news 
and warning]', *(15:87) yiluili We have given you 

seven of the oft-recited verses [the opening sura of the Qur’an] 
[variously interpreted as: the whole Qur’an, certain suras and 
others]. 

(j/j/di th-w-b a ditch to which water returns, stones stacked on top 
of one another; to return, to come back, to come to a gathering, a 
place of gathering, a resort; garment, clothes; reward, recompense, 
to reward, to repay; to repeat, to volunteer. Of this root, six forms 
occur 35 times in the Qur’an: iJf thuwwiba once; s-itfi '’athdba 
three times; thawdb 13 times; mathdbatun 11 times; 
mathubatun twice and thiydb eight times. 

Lj^ thuwwiba [pass, of v. II 'frf thawwaba, doubly trans.] to 
be repaid, rewarded, requited for (83:36) ^jlaSlI 'frf J* 
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have the disbelievers [not] been repaid for their deeds? 

ljUI '’athdba [v. IV, doubly trans.] to give someone something 
as a reward, to recompense (48:18) and rewarded 

them with a near victory. 

Lii;^ thawdb [n.] reward, recompense (4:134) LjIjj jjJ 'JS 
j t-jl jj 5011 iai lOiall if some want the rewards of this world, 

then the rewards of this world and the next are both God’s to 
give. 

AjIjji mathdbatun [n. of place] gathering place, meeting place, 
resort (2:125) liij a"'-*ll 01*4 jj j and when We made the 

House [at Mecca[ a resort and a sanctuary for people. 

AjjjO mathubatun [n./v. n. implying intensity] great reward, 
recompense (5:60) 541^ 4^ OUi J* JS say, ‘Shall I 

tell you who deserves a worse recompense in the eyes of God?’ 

LjC thiydb [pi. of n. Iff thawb] garment, clothing (11:5) Sf! 
'ojff Oj 'oJjif O JOlO bjOijlO even when they pull their clothes 
over themselves. He knows what they conceal and what they 
reveal', *(24:58) and when you lay aside 

your garments at noon. 

cjli thubdt (see th-b-y). 

j/j/Oi th-w-r bull, to stir, to raise, to excite, to rise, to swirl up; to 
agitate, to rebel, to rage; to break up, to plough; to chase, to dig 
up, to look into. Of this root, jlii ‘’athdra occurs five times in the 
Qur’ an. 

jOl ‘’athdra [v. IV, trans.] 1 to raise, to stir (100:4) 44 50 'cjJ^ 
raising with it a cloud of dust 2 to move, to drive, to set in motion 
(35:9) 444 jjaia ^4jll c4ji i^ill kUfj God is He who sends forth the 
winds, and they set in motion the clouds 3 to plough, to till (2:71) 
Yj Jjlj V Sji l^jj it is a cow, not tame to 

plough the earth or water the tillage. 

th-w-y dwelling, abode, animal enclosure, to abide in a place, 
to live for a long time in one place. Of this root, two forms occur 



14 times in the Qur’an: ts j'j thawi once and mathwa 13 times. 

thawi [act. part] residing, dwelling (28:45) cluS. Uj 

l4jUr» jlu nor were you residing among the people of 

Midian reciting Our Revelation to them. 

jJxA mathwa [n. of place/v. n.] a place of residence, an abode; 
residing (47:12) jhitj but the Fire will be their abode 

*(12:21) sfjjw jki look after him well!, treat him with hospitality 
[lit. honour his abode]. 

thayyibdt (possibly from th-w-b) [pi. of quasi-act. part./n. 
fern, tjuj thayyib, occurring once in the Qur’ an] widow, divorcee, 
non-virgin woman (66:5) previously married or 

virgins. 



^/jlm 


"al-jim the fifth letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiced 
palato-alveolar affricate sound. 

(of cattle) to low; to cry for help; anxiety; (of plants) to 
grow tall and plentiful; to he stout. Of this root, yaj^ar occurs 
three times in the Qur’an. 

ji^ yaj^’ar [imperf. of v. ja^’ara, intrans.] to cry out for 
help, to raise the voice in prayer or supplication (23:64) Uikl 
tjjjfe "r^ until [the time], when We seize with the 

chastisement those of them who lead a life of pleasure, they will 
cry out for help. 

cjjIIa Jaliit [a proper name of Hebrew origin occurring three times in 
the Qur’an] Goliath (2:251) eijjllk ijl'j lSj (jjjj and so 

with God’s will they defeated them and David killed Goliath. 

This verse occurs in the context of the testing of the Children 
of Israel in battle. Saul, chosen by God as king of the Children of 
Israel in spite of their opposition, leads his unwilling army against 
Goliath and his vastly superior forces, invoking the support of 
God. At the conclusion of the story Goliath is slain by David 
who, in the words of the Qur’an, is granted dominion and wisdom 
(2:251). 

i^ji^/^j-b-b to cut, to sever; the crust of the earth; hard rocky land; 
any kind of well, a large-mouthed well, a well containing much 
water, a deep well, also a well that is not deep. Of this root, s4- 
jubb occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

jubb [n.] well (12:10) IjiSi Sf 



another speaker from among them said, ‘Don’t kill Joseph, 
but cast him into the depth of the well. ’ 

cii^jibt [n. of either Ethiopic or Hebrew origin occurring once in the 
Qur’an] variously interpreted as false deity, sorcery, the devil, 
idol, a name of a certain idol, said to belong to the tribe of 
Quraysh (4:51) jj 

have you considered those given a portion of the Scripture, who 
believe in idols and evil powers. 

j/'^l^j-b-r to set broken bones; to restore, to assist; to compel, to 
force, to be impregnable; giant, tyrant, almighty. Of this root, two 
words occur 10 times in the Qur’an: jl^ jabbar eight times and 
ijjjf^jabbarun twice. 

jabbar [intens. act. part., pi. oJJ^ jabbarun] mighty, 
having absolute power, tyrant, proud, perverse (28:19) "J Vj IjS y 
you only want to be a tyrant in the land 
*(59:23) jl^l [an attribute of God] variously understood as the 
Impregnable, the Compeller, the Mender, the Almighty. 

Jjj^ Jibrll [proper name of Hebrew origin occurring three times in 
the Qur’an] the Archangel Gabriel through whom the Qur’an was 
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (2:97) Ajli JjjaaJ tJJc. 'JS Ja 
(jjjj aja ^jj say [Prophet], ‘Whosoever is an enemy of 
Gabriel [let him know that it is he] who brought it [the Qur’an] 
down to your heart by God’s leave’, the Qur’an also refers to him 
as the trustworthy spirit (26:193). 

(ij^l^j-b-l mountain; to form, to shape, to create with a firm natural 
disposition; intrinsic nature, idiosyncrasy; population, crowd, 
multitude. Of this root, four forms occur 41 times in the Qur’an: 

jabal six times; Jli?- jibal 33 times; Jf?- jibill once and 
jibillatun once. 

jabal [n., pi. jibal] mountain, hill (59:21) uijjf "ji 
<111 if We had sent this 

Qur’an down upon a mountain, you would have seen it humbled. 



split asunder out of fear of God. 

(Si^jibill [coll, n.] crowds of people, great multitude, nation 
(36:62) IjjjS S.J "iij he has led great numbers of you 

astray. 

jibillatun [eoll. n.] generations, great multitudes (26:184) 
j I jail j be mindful of Him who created you and 

the former generations. 

Cil^l^j-b-n forehead, the two sides of the forehead; to be eowardly; 
to be flat; eheese; eemetery. Of this root, 'Iji^jabin oeeurs onee in 
the Qur’an. 

'c^jabln [n.] forehead (37:103) uLl ilia when they 

had both submitted [to God], and he had laid him down on his 
forehead. 

—i^jt^j^j-b-h forehead, to strike on the forehead; ehief; to embarrass, 
to hold the head down, to be humiliated; group of horses. Of this 
root, llx^jibdh oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

jibdh [pi. of ^4^ jabhatun] foreheads (9:35) 

JJk jj^j and their foreheads, sides and backs would be 

branded by them. 

y-^-w/y pools; basins, eauldrons, to eolleet water in a 
basin, eolleeted drinking water; to request; to seleet; to invent; to 
kneel down. Of this root, three forms oeeur 12 times in the 
Qur’an: yujbd onee; '’ijtabd 10 times and jawdb 

(variant reading i_J'j^jawdbt) onee. 

yujbd [imperf. of pass. v. jubiya] to be eolleeted as 
dues or taxes; (of water) to be eolleeted for future use (28:57) 

JS li«r» have We not established for 

them a secure sanctuary to which every kind of produce is 
brought as dues?! 

djtabd [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to seleet, to ehoose, to single out 
(22:78) j* ^ and strive for God as 

striving for Him is due: He has chosen you 2 to request, to ask for 
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(7:203) Sfji Ijlli ^ "^* 1 ^ JJ lij'j when you do not bring them a 
[fresh] revelation, they say, “But can’t you just ask for one?’ 3 to 
invent, to fabricate, to do by oneself (in another interpretation of 
7:203) Sfji I jlli yh Ijj'j when you do not bring them a 
[fresh] revelation, they say, ‘Why can’t you just make it up?’ 

jawdb (variant reading only in non-pausal recitation 
jawdbl with a shortened final long vowel t) [pi. of n. 
jdbiyatun] large pools, large watering-troughs (34:13) U ^ 

tjUa-j l!4U<uj iU) they made him whatever he 

wanted-palaces, statues and bowls as large as watering troughs. 

^I^l^j-th-th seedling, to transplant; to uproot, to eradicate; body, 
corpse; impurities. Of this root, rijtuththa, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

rijtuththa [pass, of v. VIII] to be uprooted, pulled out 
(14:26) Jja I 4 J U ojs I> l&j and 

the likeness of an evil word is as an evil tree, uprooted from the 
surface of the earth, with no power to endure. 

?l^l^j-th-m body, corpse; structure; to crouch, to lie down on one’s 
chest, to lie face down; to be heavily laden. Of this root, 
jdthimln occurs five times in the Qur’ an. 

jdthimln [pi. of act. part, p^jdthim] crouching, lying 
flat, lying on their faces; strewn about motionless (29:37) ’<>jjjki 
^ I jk.^U they rejected him and so the 

earthquake overtook them and by the morning, they were lying 
dead in their homes. 

j-jj^l^j-th-w/y rock-pile, mound, a small hill; to kneel; body; a 
grave mound. Of this root, two words occur three times in the 
Qur’an: jdthiyatun once and "j^jithiyy twice. 

jdthiyatun [fern. act. part.] kneeling alert and ready to be 
called; kneeling down in humility (45:28) lS ^'4- 
l^jtS you will see every community kneeling: every 

community will be summoned to its record', * name of Sura 
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45, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 28 
to the "kneeling posture’ of all on the Day of Judgement. 

'Jkf jithiyy [pi. of act. part. jathi] kneeling down, 

humbled, vanquished (19:68) P 4 £'jj 2 

so by your Lord We shall gather them together with the 
devils, and then set them around Hell, kneeling. 

^I^ltlj-h-d barren land, stifled plants, (of plants) to fail to grow 
properly; to deny, to disown, to reject; to become penniless, 
paucity. Of this root, 4^^ jahada occurs 12 times in the Qur’an. 

jahada a [v. trans. and intrans. occurring with or without 
to absolutely reject, give the lie to or categorically deny 
(something whilst knowing or not knowing it to be true) (27:14) 
fjlLj llik. Iji4-j they denied them absolutely, out 

of wickedness and arrogance, even though their souls 
acknowledged them as true. 

great fire, blaze, intense fire, to light a fire, to burn. Of 
this root, jahim occurs 26 times in the Qur’an. 

"^i^jahlm [n.] intense fire. Hell, Hellfire (79:37-9) 

fWjfor the one who has transgressed 
and preferred the present life. Hell will be home. 

'^l^ltiJ-d-th (a doubtful verbal root) a grave, to make or prepare a 
grave. Of this root, only '’ajddth occurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

liil'jkl ^ajddth [pi. of n. jadath] graves (54:7) lilsl 

[with] their eyes downcast they 
emerge from the graves, as if they were locusts, fanning out. 

^/•^I^j-d-d ancestor, grandparent; luck, good fortune; greatness, 
glory, majesty; hard work, seriousness; new, to renew; middle of 
the road, main road, straight, correct path, level land. Of this root, 
three words occur 10 times in the Qur’an: '^jadd once; "^^jadld 
eight times and 74- judad once. 



jadd [n./v. n.] glory, majesty, greatness (72:3) lij -4- 
lalj V'j ikjl U and that He, glory be to Our Lord’s Majesty, 
has not taken [for Himself] either a consort [spouse] nor a child. 

'iiia. jadid [quasi-act. part] new (14:19) Lii y 

if He wished to. He could remove all of you and replace you with 
a new creation. 

j'jk judad [pi. of n. s‘4- juddatun] streaks, tracts (35:27) 't>j 
ijL jwkj lyaM iak and [consider as well[ 

in the mountains, tracks/layers of white and red of various hues, 
and jet black. 

j/j/jr y-r/-r wall, walling-in, an enclosure; pustules, smallpox; to be 
worthy of something. Of this root three forms occur four times in 
the Qur’an: ji?.i ^ajdar once; "J^jiddr twice and "J^judur once. 

jjki ^ajdar [elat.] more/most likely to, more/most disposed to; 
more/most worthy of (9:97) ISUj'j I'jik kjI'jkVl 

^jL'j <111 J'jjl U the desert Arabs are more severe in their 
disbelief and hypocrisy, and more likely not to know the limits of 
what God has sent down upon His Messenger. 

jl'ja jiddr [n., pi. j4- judur] wall (18:77) "J I'JV IVja 
lulaU they found in it a wall on the point of collapsing and he 
set it up. 

6l^l^j-d-l to braid, to twist tightly, to be well-built; to knock down; 
to dispute, to argue in a contentious manner, to debate. Of this 
root, three forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: jadala 25 

times; J^jadal twice and ij^jiddl twice. 

J'jlk jadala [v. Ill, trans.] 1 to argue or dispute with (11:32) 1 jlli 
Ullk?. IsLlk aa they said, Hoah!, you have disputed with 
us, and have put up a lot of disputation with us’ 2 [with prep. ‘cA] 
to plead for, to argue the case of (4:109) ^ "^1 U 

'fji <111 Jp'ij I>4 Ikill here you are, the ones who 
argued on their behalf in the life of this world, but who will argue 
on their behalf with God on the Day of Resurrection? 

J'jk jadal [n./v. n.] disputation, contention, argument (18:54) 



Vi- but man is the most contentious of all 

creatures [lit. things]. 

jidal [v. n./n.] arguing/argument, disputing/disputation, 
contending/contention (2:197) Ji- Vj ijjlaa Vj ia'j Vi there 

is no intercourse [also interpreted as: abusive speech], 
misbehaviour nor disputation during/on the pilgrimage. 

* ^al-mujddalatu name of Sura 58, Medinan sura, 

so-named beeause of the referenee in verse 1 to the "Dispute’ 
whieh took plaee between a woman and the Prophet. 

yy^j-dh-dh to sever, to eut off, to break off; to hinder; fragments, 
breakage, shreds, ehippings. Of this root, two words oeeur onee 
eaeh in the Qur’an: i majdhudh and ilik judhadh. 

majdhudh [pass, part.] eut off, diseontinued, interrupted, 
hindered (11:108) '4j i U tsi 

jjiio Jic. there to remain as long as the heavens and earth endure, 
unless your Lord wills otherwise-a gift unhindered. 

j|jk judhadh [eoll. n./pl. of quasi pass. part, jadhldh] 
breakage, wreekage, pieees, fragments (21:58) Vj lilil 
■j4i he broke them into pieces, except for a great one of them. 

tiy^j-dh-"’ the young of domestie animals; new; to amputate, to 
deny food to someone or something; trunk of a palm tree. Of this 
root, two words oeeur three times in the Qur’an: jidh" twiee 

and ^jjk judhu^’ onee. 

jidh"" [n., pi. judhW] trunk of a tree (19:25) i^Uj 
yijll and shake the trunk of the palm tree towards you. 

j/y^j-dh-w the base of a tree, to stand firm, to be ereet; firebrand, 
burning log. Of this root, Sji jadhwatun oeeurs onee in the 
Qur’ an. 

5 jjk jadhwatun [n.] firebrand, pieee of burning wood, burning 
braneh (28:29) jfill "J eiLujU ^^j IjjSUI 

wait! I have caught site of a fire; perhaps I may bring 
you news from there, or a burning brand, that you may warm 



yourselves. 


Chl^j-f'-b to wound, to injure; to defame, to invalidate, deficiency; 
to strive to earn one’s living; birds and animals of prey. Of this 
root, four forms occur once each in the Qur’an: jaraha\ 

'’ijtaraha-, juruh and ^ Jj^ jawarih. 

Cj^ jaraha a [v. trans.] to endeavour, to accumulate, to gain, 
to earn, to acquire (6:60) t- cPh jAj it is 

He who recalls you by night, and knows what you have earned by 
day. 

^ijtaraha [v. VIII, trans.] to commit (45:21) J.! 

pUJtloll I jLtj I jioli (jjillk "(j! l do those who 

commit evil deeds think that We will make them like those who 
believe and do good ...? 

^lol^j-r-d to peel, to bare, to strip; barren land, locust, land savaged 
by locusts; cloudless sky. Of this root, jarad occurs twice in 
the Qur’an. 

jarad [collect, n.] locust (54:7) 't> lilsi. 

[with] their eyes downcast they emerge from 
the graves, as if they were spreading locusts. 

j/j/jry-r-r to draw, to pull, to drag along; track, trail, galaxy; crime, 
guilt; to ruminate. Of this root, yajurr occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

‘Jfj yajurr [imperf. of v. jarra, trans.] to drag, to pull, to 
draw (7:150) iJi'j he threw the tablets 

and took hold of the head of his brother, dragging him to him. 

j/j/jrj-r-z barren land, land afflicted by drought, famine; to eat up, 
to devour, to cut off, to kill. Of this root, jjk juruz occurs twice in 
the Qur’an. 

juruz [quasi-pass, part.] (of land) barren, dry (with water 
cut off from it), afflicted with drought (32:27) (Jj jjlu 
'^"jj ^ ^jj^' direct water [rain] to the barren land, and 
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with it produce vegetation. 

barren land that does not hold water; to drink, to sip, to 
gulp down, a mouthful of drink. Of this root, yatajarra^" 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yatajarra^" [imperf. of v. V, trans.] to make oneself drink, 
or gulp down, particularly something unpleasant, in small 
amounts or one after the other (14:17) ^^-4 Vj he 

[forces himself to] gulp it down, although scarcely able to 
swallow it. 

i-i/j/^y-r-/cliff, precipice, undercut bank, slippery mountainside; to 
sweep away, to wash away, to shovel away. Of this root, 
yuru/occurs once in the Qur’an. 

juruf [n.] overhang, precipice, overhanging cliff 
... jh ^ j'k (9:109) is the one who 

founds his building on the brink of a crumbling precipice that will 
tumble down into the Fire of Hell, taking him with it...? 

^lol^ij-r-m body, mass, volume; to cut off, to pick, to harvest, to 
acquire for oneself, to earn, to deserve; to commit a crime, an 
unlawful act, aggression, crime; to pass away. Of this root, six 
forms occur 66 times in the Qur’an: J.jkj yajrim three times; 
'’ajrama five times; ^ijrdm once; }mujrim twice; oj- 
mujrimun 50 times and V la jarama five times. 

yajrim [imperf. of v. jarama, trans.] to compel, to lead 
into, to tempt, to incite, to induce (5:2) ‘J [jlls Sf j 

I jijtj ‘j do not let your hatred for a group of 

people, because they barred you from the Sacred Mosque, induce 
you to commit aggression. 

'’ajrama [v. IV, trans.] to commit (a crime or sin) (34:25) 
Sf Ja say, ‘You will not be taken to 
task for what we commit, nor will we be responsible for what you 
do.’ 

^Ijk) ^ijrdm [n./v. n.] guilt, crime, sin (11:35) ku'jSal Ji Ja 




Cm ui j say, ‘If I have made it up, upon me falls 

my crime, but I am innocent of what you commit. ’ 

mujrim [n./act. part., pi. oj- mujrimun] evildoer, 
wicked person, criminal, the guilty one, sinner (25:31) 
tjMjaCdl 'ijx. Ijic. JSl but We have always appointed, for every 
prophet, adversaries from the wicked. 

V la jarama [considered by grammarians to be either a 
single composite unit meaning ‘certainly’, ‘no doubt’ or two 
successive words, negative particle V + which could be either 
a verb meaning ‘it became right’, ‘due’, ‘incumbent upon’ or a 
V. n. jarma/jarama meaning ‘reproaching/reproach,’ 

‘incriminating/incrimination’, ‘crime, offence’] ‘surely’, ‘no 
doubt’ (16:23) CiJj^ U jjkL ‘j y there is no doubt 

that God knows what they conceal and what they reveal. 

(4ljltij-r-y to run, to flow, to stream, to sail; stream, channel, the 
way of things; vessel, boat; to continue, to be constant; young 
female, overseer. Of this root, five forms occur 64 times in the 
Qur’an: jard 57 times; jdriyatun twice; cijUjU- jdriydt 

once; i^J f^jawdrl three times and majrl once. 

jard i [v. intrans.] 1 to run (31:29) JS jwiS j 
L&-i (Jj He has subjected the sun and the moon, each to run 
[its course] for a stated term 2 to flow (5:119) I> 

\fj^for them are gardens through which streams flow 3 to 
sail (22:65) ?j^Ij and the ships sail the sea by 

His command 4 to blow (21:81) (jUjilJj and 

for Solomon [We subjected] the wind, stormy, blowing by His (or, 
Solomon’s) command. 

AjjIa jdriyatun [n./act. part, fern., pi. eijUjlk jdriydt and tsjjf 
jawdri] 1 that which sails, water vessel, boat (69:11) C4 Uj 

when the water flooded, it was We who carried 
you in the sailing vessel 2 that which flows, flowing, (of water) 
running (88:12) 144 in it there is a flowing spring 3 stars 

and planets (81:16) J the [stars and planets] that run 
and sink [out of sight]. 




162 


Vj/ii 

majrl [v. n. (also read as iS mujrl act. part.)] sailing 
(11:41) 5 UII ^ 144 I jiji Jlij and He said, ‘Board it 

[the ark]; in the name of God is its sailing and its anchoring. ’ 

V-Vs y-z-" part, portion, share; to divide, to partition; to make do 
with; to fill in. Of this root, juz^’ occurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

juz^’ [n.] 1 part, portion (2:260) lijk ‘c^ l54-' 

then place a part of them on each mountain 2 share, group 
(15:44) Vjk "^4-10 uU jkl lJ'j!] kjCL, seven gates it has, to 
each gate is an allotted group of them 3 daughters, offspring 
(43:15) lijk ‘of. y yet they assign some of His own 
servants to Him as offspring! 

to break into two, to traverse, to divide up; anxiety, 
shock, to be distressed, to be disturbed. Of this root, two forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: jazi^a and ^ jazu". 

jazi^a a [v. intrans.] to become anxious, distressed, 
disturbed (14:21) "!> ui U it is the 

same for us [now]; whether we show distress or bear with 
patience: for us there is no escape. 

jazu^^ [intens. act. part.] given to collapsing under stress, 
prone to anxiety, fretful (70:20) ^ 14 he becomes 

overly anxious when misfortune touches him. 

isjjl^j-z-y recompense, to repay, to reward, to punish for bad 
deeds, judgement; to stand in for; taxation, tribute. Of this root, 
six forms occur 118 times in the Qur’an: jazd 50 times; 

tujzd 23 times; nujdzl once; jdzl once; jazd'’ 42 
times and Jizyatun once. 

jazd i I [v. trans.] 1 [with prep, —i] to recompense, to 
reward/punish (53:31) 'ojill lsJhj ^Uu Ijiu! (jjjll 

that He will repay those who do evil for what they did and 
reward with what is best those who do good 2 [with prep, o^] to 
stand in for, to take the place of, to undertake responsibility for 



(31:33) sjTj "J j and fear a day when no 

parent will take the place of their child II [v., doubly transitive] 
to compensate, to reward, to pay someone for something (28:25) 
Ul U ^J\ tj] cjlli she said, ‘My father invites 

you so that he may pay you the wages for having watered [our 
flock] for us. ’ 

tujzd [pass. V.] to be rewarded/punished, to be 
recompensed, to be paid (20:15) tk 'Wf- ‘jj 
Uoj the Hour is coming; I almost keep it hidden, so that each 
soul be rewarded for what it does. 

nujdzl [imperf. of v. Ill jdzd trans.] to repay a bad 
deed in particular, to recompense, to punish (34:17) lu 211j 
jjikll Vj Ja j I jJS. in this way We recompensed them for their 
ingratitude—do We ever punish anyone but the ungrateful! 

^^j\A jazl [act. part, with i>] one who stands in for another, one 
who undertakes to do something instead of another (31:33) 'if 
sjy ‘fc. jlk jA ".^jSf^nor will a child take the place of his parent 
for anything. 

jazd' [n./v. n.] 1 reward (20:76) 411jj such is 

the reward of those who purify themselves 2 retribution (9:82) 
IjjlS Uoj iljk tjjjS IjSjoTj lUa I let them laugh a little; 
they will weep a lot as a retribution for what they have been 
doing 3 penalty, requital (5:95) U Jto \'‘x^ Alia [>j 
whoever from among you kills it [the hunted animal] 
intentionally the penalty for it is [an offering of] the equivalent in 
domestic animals of that which he has killed. 

jizyatun [n.] payment in return; [jur.] head tax collected in 
return for receiving the protection of the Muslim state with all the 
accruing benefits, as well as exemption from military service and 
from such taxes required of Muslims as Zakdt. This tax, from 
which members of the clergy were exempted, was levied only on 
able-bodied free males who could afford it. The amount generally 
varied between one and two dinars per year and was determined 
in accordance with the means of each individual (9:29) 'i oiiJl I jila 
••• jffi^ fjfki Vj aJIIj fight those who do 



not believe in God and the Last Day ... until they pay the tax and 
agree to submit. 

^lo^l^j-s-d body, to embody, to take a concrete form; to coagulate; 
to be next to the body; to be dyed with saffron. Of this root, "i-i- 
jasad occurs four times in the Qur’an. 

iuA jasad [n.] 1 body (21:8) ^ We 

did not give them bodies that could do without eating food 2 
effigy, statue, image [also interpreted as: saffron in colour, made 
of gold] (20:88) "J ji. ^ so he produced for them 

a calf an effigy that produced a lowing sound 3 in one 
interpretation of verse (38:34) lifeless body, skeleton isi jaij 
riui. fidff ffc. liali'j We certainly tested Solomon and placed on his 
throne a [lifeless] body. 

0^1 j-s-s to test by hand, to probe, to examine; to spy, to probe 
into other people’s private lives. Of this root, tajassasu, 

occurs once in the Qur’an 

tajassas [< tatajassas imperf. of v. V, 

tajassasa, with the 2"** person prefix j ta- elided, intrans.] to spy, 
to spy on other people’s private affairs (49:12) Vj IVj 
11 ^ and do not spy, and do not backbite one another. 

j-s-m group of people or animals, body; to become large, to 
become great; to select, to undertake, difficulties, wise people. Of 
this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: jism and 

^ajsdm. 

jism [n., pi. ^’ajsdm] body, physical constitution 

(63:4) I jj j and when you see them their physical 

constitutions impress you. 

reward/payment set for a task to be carried out, bribe; to 
put, to place; to make, to create, to constitute; to attribute; scarab, 
seedling. Of this root, four forms occur 245 times in the Qur’an: 
lS4- ja’^ala 238 times; L!*k juHla once; ydfi’Z four times and 
Q^tj^jadlun twice. 




Jj4 ja^'ala a I [v. trans.] 1 to place (12:70) l 54- Ilia 

Ja.'j (_ 5 i and when he provided them with their 

provisions, he placed the drinking-cup in the pack of his brother 2 
to instil (57:27) ^'jj ^I'j and We instilled 

into the hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy 
3 to construct, raise, put up (17:45) 'Jfj '4=4- cjIjS Ijjj 
Ijjiux 1)4^ 7 when you recite the Qur’an, We place 

between you and those who do not believe in the life to come a 
hidden barrier 4 to create, to make, to bring into being (6:1) 
j puBill Ji4-j j prj4iJI jL. ^ praise belongs to God 
who created the heavens and the earth and made darkness and 
light 5 to ordain, to bring about (60:7) ajiil l54j "J 

sj'jx ’(4v God may well bring about affection between you 
and those of them you face as an enemy 6 to provide with, to 
appoint for (16:80) 4*4- 

yji'j '■'‘sjVb J>"jj 4 jj 4 l„u Ij^ and He has appointed for you, of 
the hide of cattle, dwellings that you find light on the day you 
travel and on the day you settle down 7 to fix as a tribute or 
reward (18:94) 14- )44uj 9^ l!*4j "J 4li 4=4-“ cfea so may we 

fix a tribute for you on condition that you set up a barrier 
between us and them? 8 to attribute something to, to assign to 
(16:57) kit44 41 u-44jj they assign daughters to God-may 
He be exalted! 9 [with prep. 1] to prepare, to facilitate, to find 
(65:2) 4-14- 4 4*4) (5) I>j whosoever is mindful of God, God 

will find a way [out of difficulties] for him 10 [with prep. <4^] to 
put in charge (12:55) l 4 jVi ffc. Jli [Joseph] said, ‘Put 
me in charge of the nation’s storehouses’ II [doubly trans.] 1 to 
appoint someone/something as, to make somebody/something 
into (6:91) 4 jI»4j l5-4j Ijjj «-4 I> 4^ 

I'jjjS 4 j4jj 44-4 say, ‘Who was it who sent down the 

Scripture, which Moses brought as a light and a guide to people, 
which you made into separate sheets, showing [some of] them but 
hiding many?’ 2 to appoint somebody/something as (23:50) 14*44 
44 lufj ifi and We appointed the son of Mary and his mother 
as an exemplar 3 to constitute something as, to make something 
be (25:45) US'- 4*4! "jTj 4^1 4 UuS 2£'j fi jj] have you not 
considered the way of your Lord, how He lengthens the shadow?. 



had He willed, He could have created it still 4 to ordain as (8:10) 
^ ^ doj God made this a message of 

hope to reassure your hearts 5 to put something into order, to 
arrange something into, to divide something into, to set into a 
system (49:13) Ija'jUi and We have ordered you 

into nations and tribes, that you may know one another. 

Jj4 ju‘'ila [pass. v. with prep. <^] to be ordained, to be 
obligatory (16:124) ^ I cdLS\ J*?- da] the Sabbath was 
made obligatory only for those who differed about it. 

JcIa ja‘'il [act. part, pi. jddlun] 1 one who places or 

puts something/somebody somewhere (2:30) Jli jjj 

JtU. when your Lord told the angels, 7 am putting 
a successor/representative on earth’ 2 one who causes 
something/someone to be (3:55) I Jjs. (jjill Jja \ 

and I will cause those who follow you to be above the 
disbelievers till the Day of Resurrection 3 one who reduces 
something to, turns something into another (18:8) liiit U hjj 

raat-a but We turn everything on it into barren dust 4 one who 
appoints, makes into or installs someone/something as (2:124) Jli 
toUj ^UU aklk He said, 7 will make you a leader of men. ’ 

y^-ij^j-f-'’ scum, flotsam; corruption, falsehood; to cleanse, to 
uproot, to knock down. Of this root, liiLjufd'’ occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

flik jufd" [v. n./n. used adverbially] waste, scum, something 
worthless, with no consequence (13:17) iUk LjAia ijll llti as for 
the foam, it goes away as scum/waste. 

O/^l^j-f-n eyelid; scabbard, large pot; to feed, to cater for; to 
disdain, to shun. Of this root, "(ff^jifan occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jifan [pi. of n. jaftiatun] large bowls, one of which is 
described as having the capacity to hold food enough to satisfy 
the hunger of ten [men] (34:13) l!4U<uj s-ujlk- il4u U ^ 

J they made him whatever he wanted—palaces, statues 

and bowls as large as water troughs. 




jjiJ/^j-f-w separation, to move away, to keep a distance; to shun, to 
dislike, to be antagonistic, to be coarse in manner. Of this root, 
tatajafa occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

tatajafa [imperf. of v. VI, intrans. with prep. i>] to stay 
away from, to keep off, to shun *(32:16) 

j Uy. j they forsake their beds [lit. their sides keep off 

the beds] praying to their Lord in fear and hope. 

i-j/J/jr j-l-b commotion, raised and mixed voices, excitement; to 
attack, to assail; to fetch, to earn, to seek pasture. Of this root, 
Liki ^ajlib occurs once in the Qur’an. 

L^i ^ajlib [imperat. of v. IV, intrans. with to urge a horse 
with noise and shouting to run, to assail with noise and shouting, 
to overwhelm, to overpower (17:64) <44.jj and 

assail them with the noise of your cavalry and infantry. 


j-l-b-b a cover-all garment worn particularly by women, to 
put on such a garment; headscarf, veil covering the head and 
chest, night garment. Of this root, Jaldblb occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

Lujiik jaldbib [pi. of n. jilbdb] either an outer garment 
covering the whole body or a large veil covering the head down 
to the waist (33:59) ayjj to draw their garments 

over them. 

Jalut (see alphabetically). 

^Idl^j-l-d skin, hide, leather, to whip; to duel; to take heart, to be 
tough, toughness; hard rocky land, ice. Of this root, three forms 
occur 13 times in the Qur’an: 1 '’ijlidu twice; jaldatun 
twice and ijlk juliid nine times. 

jlk) ^ijlid [imperat. of v '4^ jalada, trans. ] to strike, to whip, to 
lash (24:2) foL jk IjiJkli as for the 

adulteress and the adulterer, strike each of them one hundred 
times. 
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jaldatun [n. of unit] a stroke, a lashing (24:4) 'auU«j 
give them eighty lashes. 

jjJk julud [pi. of n. jild\ 1 skins (39:23) 

5411 jkp then their skins and their hearts soften to the words of 
God 2 animal hides (16:80) til l54-j and He 

appointed for you dwellings of the hides of cattle. 

o^l^l^j-l-s mountain, rocky, hard land; heavy, deep-rooted tree; to 
sit down, seat, sitting place, social gathering, assembly, gathering; 
rank. Of this root, majdlis occurs once in the Qur’an. 

majdlis [pi. of n. of place majlis] [place of] 

assembly, rank in a battle (58:11) Ijll-ali ^>41^' 'jkliii til lij 
t>Sl 1411 if is said to you, ‘Make room! ’ in assemblies, then 
make room, and God will make room for you. 

6l6l^j-l-l old age, greatness, glory, majesty; to rise, to rise above, to 
honour, to exalt. Of this root, jii jaldl occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

jaldl [n./v. n.] majesty, glory *(55:27) J54J1 jj [an 
attribute of God] Lord of Majesty. 

j-jjiSl^j-l-w/y evacuation, to evacuate, to clear away; to manifest, 
to clarify, to appear; to polish, to remove; to go away. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: Jk^jalld twice; 
tajalld twice and I'tL^jald^ once. 

jalld [v. II, trans.] to manifest, to disclose, to bring to light, 
to reveal (7:187) > ^ Jjj uij S say, ‘The 

knowledge of it is only with My Lord: none but He will manifest it 
at its due time. ’ 

tajalld [v. V, intrans.] to appear in full glory, to come in 
full view (7:143) i'j 14 j4- and when his Lord 

revealed Himself to the mountain. He made it crumble to dust. 

f'T^jald^’ [n./v. n.] evacuation, banishment, immigration being 
dispersed, exile (59:3) liill 14)44 1411 4^ ‘j yJj had 

God not decreed banishment for them. He would have chastised 



them [even more severely] in this world. 


^l^l^j-m-‘' gathering, collection, collection point, to collect, to 
unite, to combine, to accumulate; to assemble, to become close 
together, to become united, to decide; to be compact; assembly, 
gathering place; to be faultless; main points, essence. Of this root, 
14 forms occur 129 times in the Qur’an: ^ jam’^a 20 times ^ 
jumi^ twice; ^ajma^'a four times; 2 ^' ^ijtama‘'a twice; 
jam‘' nine times; jam^'dn four times; ’’^li^jdmi'^ three times; 
majma‘' twice; ^ majmu‘' once; j-44 majmu‘'un twice; 
mujtami‘'un once; jamV 53 times; "’ajma^'un 26 
times and jumu’^atun once. 

jama^ a [v. intrans.] 1 to gather, to amass (3:173) bj 
Ija the people [your enemies] have gathered [an army] 
against you 2 [intrans.] to assemble, to round up, to marshal 
(18:99) U>14- jjloll then the trumpet will be blown 

and We will round them up altogether 3 to reassemble, to put 
back together (75:3) 442^1 does man think We 

will not put his bones back together? 4 to bring face to face 
(42:15) 5 yj j bjj) 422 V there is no argument 

between us and you-God will bring us [face to face] together, 
and to Him is the returning', *(4:23) to take 

simultaneously, as wives, two sisters 5 to hoard, to amass (104:2) 
i'jac.'j VU 2 - 4 - the one who amasses riches, and multiplies them 
over (or, keeps them as a safeguard, or keeps counting them) 6 to 
decide, to plot, to put together (20:60) p I'sk ^44 Jkja 
Pharaoh withdrew and decided his strategy, then he returned 7 to 
bring together [with prep. <^] to unite in/around (6:35) "jTj 
(^421 [42241 had it been His will, God would have united them 

in guidance. 

jumPa [pass, v.] 1 to be joined, or brought, together (75:9) 
j-illj y4-j when the sun and the moon are brought together 
2 to be marshalled, assembled (26:38) ^^ fji plW ^42 
the sorcerers were [to be] assembled at an appointed time on a 
certain day. 

^ajma^'a [v. IV, trans.] 1 to resolve, to unanimously agree 





(12:15) LjkJI 'j Ij and they became of one 

mind/agreed to place him in the depth of the well 2 to muster, to 
gather (20:64) p "^.ik I ji-4-ti so muster your resources and 

form a line. 

hjtama‘'a [v. Vlll, intrans.] I to come together, to gather 
together (22:73) ^ jTj UUj IjSki y they will not create a fly, 
even if they gather together for it [the task] 2 [with prep. to 
unite over, to be of the same wish/conviction, to concur (17:88) 
yp'jil liA jl«j Ijjh "J yjlj yaVI pikkl yi if all humankind and 
jinn came together [and pooled their efforts] to produce 
something like this Qur’an. 

Jam‘’ I [n.] host, troops, crowd, forces (54:45) 
yill 'offffj the forces will be routed and they will turn tail and flee 
II [v. n.] 1 collecting, putting together (75:17) 1(4^ y 

collecting and reciting it is Our task', *(42:7) ^441^ (an epithet 
of the Day of Judgement) the Day of Gathering, the Day of 
Rounding up 2 [used adverbially for emphasis] gathering, 
assembling, rounding up (18:99) jjLJI and the 

trumpet will be blown and We will round them up altogether. 

jam^’dn [dual of n. ^ jam‘j two hosts, two armies, two 
groups (26:61) i/Wy 41a and when the two hosts came in 

sight of one another, *(8:41) the day when the two 

hosts met the day when the Muslims and Quraysh fought their 
first battle at Badr (2 A.H./624 A.D.) and (3:155 & 166) the day 
when the armies of Quraysh and its allies fought the Muslims in 
the battle of '’uhud (3 A.H./625 A.D.). 

^14 jdmd [act. part.] 1 one who assembles, gathers, rounds up 
(3:9) ^ 2-u'j y ^yi (jilill 41jj Uj'j our Lord, You will be rounding 
people up on the inevitable Day 2 one who joins together, puts 
together (4:140) 4x4 {44 yyisilj y#l41l y God will be 

gathering all the hypocrites and disbelievers together into Hell, 
*(24:62) 1*^4 yi a matter of communal concern [lit. a matter that 
gathers everyone together^. 

majma^’ [n. of place] a point of gathering, a meeting place 
(18:60) yy4ll ^4 * ' y4. ci V I will not desist [from 
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journeying] until I reach the place where the two seas meet. 

majmu^" [pass, part., pi. qJ^ majmu^'un] gathered, 
assembled (11:103) ^ t^ day for which 

humankind will be gathered. 

mujtami‘'un [pi. of aet. part, mujtami’j ones who 
gather, assemble, come together (26:39) dij 

and it was said to the people, ‘Are you coming together?’ 

jamV [quasi act. part.] 1 entire, whole, all (36:32) td [jjj 
li'al yet all of them will be brought before Us 2 united 
(59:14) ‘yJSj pgy .. iVi you think they are united but their 
hearts are divided 3 [nominalised] host, gathering, group, 
multitude (54:44) [>-i 'jfjki J.! do they perhaps say, ‘We 

are a great host [that will be] victorious’ 4 [adverbial] a) 
altogether, in a body (4:71) 1^*4- ^jj?j' } fAd ^then march [to 
battle] in small groups or as one body b) entirely, in its entirety 
(4:139) fdl Sj*!' all power is entirely for God. 

•^ajma‘’un [pi. of quasi act. part, ‘’ajma"] 1 all 
together in a body (15:30) 4-4 and the angels 

all knelt 2 all and everyone (44:40) 'fji Jl the 

Day of Decision is the time appointed for them all. 

AjwaJ) ^al-Jumu‘’atu [proper name] [the day of gathering, the 
day of congregating] Friday (62:9) 4*431 y ]> s5\lall I jj when 
the call to prayer is made on Friday, * 44JI name of Sura 62, 
Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 9 to the 
call for the ‘Congregational Prayer on Friday’. 

J/j»/£ j-m-l camel, grace, beauty, elegance, to adorn, to make 
beautiful; to have good character, to be kindly, to ask nicely, to 
treat well; group of people, sentence, to add together, total, 
entirety; thick rope. Of this root, five forms occur 11 times in the 
Qur’an: Jamal once; Jamil seven times; ^4* Jimdlatun 

once; J4. Jamal once and 414. Jumlatun once. 

JUa Jamal [n.] grace, elegance, beauty (16:6) 

In them there is beauty when you bring them 
home [to rest] and when you drive them out [to pasture]. 
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tiwA jamll [quasi-act. part.] 1 gracious (15:85) ‘jj 

the Hour is certainly coming, so, forgive with 
gracious forgiveness 2 generous, amicable (33:28) 

then come, I will make provision for you and 
release you [from the bondage of marriage] with amicable 
release 3 gracious, charitable, free of rancour, free of bitterness 
(73:10) 5U4- patiently endure what 

they say, and part with them with a gracious parting 4 comely, 
goodly, worthy, fitting (12:83) iJkL ‘J 

so comely patience [is most fitting for me]: may God bring all of 
them back to me. 

jimdlatun [coll, n.; n. for the species; pi. of pi. n. 
jimdl] (variously interpreted as) camels; thick ropes; copper 
(77:33) and as bright as yellow copper (or, like giant 

fiery ropes, like yellow camels). 

jamal [n.] camel; thick rope (7:40) ^ ^ ^ j 

^ and they will not enter the Garden until a thick 
rope passes through the eye of a needle. 

Alak jumlatun [n., used adverbially] whole, in totality, all at 
once (25:32) sV'j ^ ^ Yfi Ijj^ the 

unbelievers said, ‘If only the Qur’an was sent down to him in one 
body! ’ 

?lfi^j-m-m large group of people, multitude, to abound, to be 
plentiful; forelock; to relax. Of this root, "^jamm occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

jamm [quasi-act. part., used adjectivally] very much, 
abounding, dearly (89:20) ^ and you love wealth 

with excessive love. 

^ICiltij-n-b side, part, the great part; partner, neighbour; to put to 
one side, to avoid, to disdain, to ward off Of this root, eight 
forms occur 33 times in the Qur’an: U4-' ‘’ujnub once; 
yujannab once; 444 yatajannab once; 1 jlu?-' ^ijtanabu nine times; 
Ifi^janb three times; ^fi^junub five times; 44 junub four times 
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and janib nine times. 

L^l ^ujnub [imper. of v. 's-i4- janaba, doubly trans.] to keep 
someone away from, to turn someone aside from, to make 
someone avoid, to protect from, to preserve from (14:35) <^4ukrj 
Jju "J and preserve me and my offspring from 
worshipping idols. 

yujannab [imperf. of pass. v. II L-uk junniba] to be spared 
from, to be protected from (92:17) the most pious 

will be spared it. 

Ljj^ yatajannab [imperf. of v. V tajannaba, trans.] to 

avoid, to shun, to disdain (87:11) ra;V->nj but the most 

wicked will avoid it. 

L^l djtanaba [v. VIII, trans.] to stay away from, to avoid, to 
shun (16:36) I Ijiil worship God and avoid false 

gods. 

Luk janb [n. pi juniib] side (4:103) I lili 

lljka'j <111 after you have performed the prayer, 
[continue to] remember God—standing, sitting and lying on your 
sides', *(4:36) ^4^4 the friend-and-partner [lit. the friend 

at [your] side^, the friend who shares business with one, one’s 
spouse', *(39:56) that which is due to God', *(32:16) 

^Ikakl they forsake their beds [lit. their sides keep off 

the beds], they spend the night in prayer, *(22:36) cSxfj 
when [the slaughtered animals] completely expire [lit. when its 
sides fall to the ground]. 

Luk junub [quasi-act. part.] 1 that which is to one side, 
unrelated, that which is separated, stranger (4:36) the 

distant neighbour and/or who is not of kin', *(28:11) ‘cff ^ ej'jkoja 
ijjk so she watched him from a distance 2 [jur.] one who is barred 
from prayer on account of having had intercourse until he/she 
performs total ablution (4:43) U 1 jloik ffJsL Jujf j s511kl I ffju Sf 

IjLkij Vj Ijjk V'j (jjljSj do not come anywhere near 

prayer, while you are intoxicated, until you are aware of what 
you say, nor [enter a mosque] when you have had intercourse, 
until you have bathed, unless you are passing through. 
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c/o/d 

LuIa janib [n.] 1 side (28:29) IjU he caught 

sight of a fire on the side of the Mount, *(17:83) he 

becomes haughty, arrogant [lit. he draws away with his side in 
disdain] 2 direction (37:8) 'oy^ ^ 

they cannot eavesdrop on the Supreme Assembly, and they are 
pelted from every direction. 

Zjol^j-n-h wings of a bird; side; arm, hand; to lean on, to tilt, to 
incline, to go over, to turn away; error, crime, harm. Of this root, 
five forms occur 34 times in the Qur’an: '^janaha twice; 
jandh five times; jandhayn once; ^ajnihatun once and 
jundh 25 times. 

jyik janaha a [v. intrans. with prep. <^j] to incline towards 
(8:61) jXJl I jkjk [jj'j but if they incline towards peace, then 

incline you to it [too]. 

jandh [n., dual jandhdn, pi. ^ajnihatun] 1 wing 
(6:38) Jkf Vj jjiu jjU= Vj Jjf-s I> l-'j there are 

no creatures on the earth, or birds that fly with their two wings, 
but they are communities like yourselves 2 arm, side, flank, upper 
arm, armpit (20:22) »jk jk- o- kklk. <_ylj klk JJkial j and 

place your hand under your armpit: it will come out white 
without a blemish', *(15:88) ai*«ykSl klkljk be tender for/to 

the believers [lit. lower your wing towards the believers]. 

^Uk jundh [n.] 1 sin, crime; blame, censure, discordance 
(4:128) ^ ^ It jlk lkal^)C.j j\ 1 g 1 V (jjj 

Ikka. U<4jk and if a woman experiences discordance or alienation 
from her husband, there is no blame on them if they agree 
between them on a settlement 2 [jur.] financial obligations (2:236) 
"J U s-lklll "(jj pCjlr . ^Ijk y there are no 

financial obligations on you if you divorce women unless you 
have touched them or have appointed a dowry for them. 

^ICil^j-n-d troops, forces, host, army; helpers, supporters; thick 
rocky land; to enlist a fighting force, to muster. Of this root, two 
words occur 29 times in the Qur’an: kk jund seven times and ijjk 
junud 22 times. 
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ololz 

ijk jimd [coll, n.] host, army, helpers (67:20) ja li* [>1 
(jji [> "f>:5'jLa4j who is this one who will be an army for 
you to defend you against the Beneficent? 

jjjk junud [pi. of n. ijl jund\ army, host, helpers, companions 
(27:17) o' "")' * "' nnc? 

marshalled to Solomon were his hosts of jinn, humankind and 
birds and they were set in battle order. 

'^ICil^j-n-f hunchback, to incline, to deviate, to go over, to he 
crooked, crookedness. Of this root, two forms occur once each in 
the Qur’an: ^jjkynna/and mutajdnif 

tijA janaf [n./v. n.] unfairness, straying away from the right 
path, deviation, mistake (2:182) liuj jt lik I >2 but if 

anyone has reason to suspect that the testator has made a 
mistake, or done wrong. 

mutajdnif [diCt. part] one who inclines towards (5:3) 
jj^ kill [jli but if any one is 

forced by hunger [to eat such food], with no inclination to sin, 
then God is most forgiving and merciful. 

CilCil^j-n-n to shield, to cover, to engulf, shield, enclosure, place of 
hiding; the world of the jinn, the hidden people; night; grave; 
heart inside, foetus; garden, verdant; madness; snake. Of this 
root 10 forms occur 201 times in the Qur’an: ‘f^janna once; tj4- 
jdnn seven times; jinn 22 times; ^ jinnatun 10 times; 
majnun 11 times; ^ jannatun 70 times; cPf- jannatdn eight 
times; janndt 69 times; junnatun twice and '’ajinnatun 
once. 

b*. janna u [v. trans./intrans. with prep. <^] to cover up, to 
hide, to descend (6:76) J\'j lP' ^ IP when the night 
descended over him he saw a star. 

blk jdnn [nominalised act. part, used collectively; pi. (or a 
quasi-pl. of) t>?- jinn] (members of a parallel but hidden world of 
invisible people, beings, forces, spirits, angels or a kind of demon 
and the like, both good and bad (see app. Ill of Muhammad 



Asad’s The Message of the Qur’an))', specific usages are 
contextually determined: 1 (as opposed to humans) the jinn 
(55:14-15) jU o- j- jU o- jkj jlliK 0- 'jUisV* He 
created mankind out of dried clay, like pottery, the jinn out of a 
flame of smokeless fire 2 a hig snake, serpent (in one 
interpretation of 27:10) jij t/j tj'4- Ufj llii 

‘and throw down your stajf, but when he saw it writhing like 
a snake (or, a demon), he turned and fled, and did not come back. 

0^ jinn [coll, n./pl. (or sing.) of tj'A jdnn] 1 the jinn (as 
opposed to humans) (51:56) oj^ j ^ created 

the jinn and humankind only to worship Me', * name of Sura 
72, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 1- 
17 to ‘the Jinn’ 2 hidden beings generally including the jinn and 
angels, a species of angels said to have been entrusted with 
guarding the earth and the garden of Paradise (18:50) Ula jj j 
5 Uj jj\ ‘fc. Vj 1 JoV I and We said to 

the angels, ‘Prostrate yourselves before Adam, ’ and they 
prostrated themselves, except ‘’iblls: he was one of the jinn and so 
broke away from the command of his Lord. 

^ jinnatun I [n.] madness (7:184) ^ U Ijjkii jjj! 

have they not reflected?, there is no madness in their companion 
II [collect, n.] 1 jinn (11:119) t> 544- 41u'j cLdj 

[jjjwki the word of your Lord will be fulfilled: 7 shall definitely fdl 
Hell with jinn and men together’ 2 angels (7:158) ku) IjtA-j 

)4jj oalj 12uj they claim that He has kinship 

with the angels, yet the angels themselves know that they will be 
brought before Him [like the rest of His creation]. 

majnun [pass, part.] mad, possessed by a bad spirit 
(26:27) [jj your Messenger who has 

been sent to you is truly possessed. 

< 1 ^ jannatun [n., dual cPfi- jannatdn, pi. cAfi. janndt] 1 garden 
(17:91) 4lj (jjkj ‘j or until you have a garden of 

date palms and vines 2 paradise (J'.ll) uk [jU2uill 7 fill 

children of Adam, do not let Satan seduce you— 
like his ousting your two parents, from the Garden. 



'^junnatun [n.] shield, cover, protection (58:16) ^ 

^ they have used their oaths as a cover for [their false deeds ]. 

'’ajinnatun [pi. of janin] foetuses, something hidden 
(53:32) jj j and when you were foetuses in the 

bellies of your mothers. 

j-n-y harvest, yield, crop, to harvest, to pick; to commit a 
crime, to cause an injury, crime. Of this root, two forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: (_y4- jand and ^ janiyy. 

J^jand [coll, n.] fruit, yield, fruit ready for picking (55:54) 
0 j^\ ■(> they are reclining on 

couches lined with brocade, and the ripe fruits of both gardens 
are near [at hand], 

^ janiyy [quasi-pas. part.] fresh, fruit ready for picking, fruit 
picked at the right time (19:25) tij dSik. Laui 
^ and shake the trunk of the palm tree towards you, it will drop 
upon you ripe dates. 

ij—t^j^j-h-d barren land, desert land; hardship, strive, to tire oneself, 
to exert oneself; ability, capacity, exertion; to become emaciated, 
to squander one’s wealth. Of this root, five forms occur in 41 
places in the Qur’an: 'oAlk jdhada 27 times; "44- jahd five times; "44- 
juhd once; "^^jihdd four times and mujdhidun four times. 

jaIa jdhada I [v. Ill, intrans. with prep. (^] to strive, to 
endeavour, to fight (8:74) fdll Jjfu. I 

those who believed and emigrated, and struggled in God’s cause 
II [trans.] to urge; to argue, to dispute with, to put under pressure 
(31:51) 1 ^fi'iS ta jjc. ^ 211 14 21_>2u J 2114*1.4 jjJj but if they 

pressure you to associate with Me anything you do not know [to 
be deserving], do not obey them. 

jahd [v. n. used adverbially] the utmost of, the most 
possible, to the limit (16:38) "^l^i -44- 5412 I they have sworn 
by God with the utmost of their oaths. 

"i^juhd [n./v. n.] capacity, power, ability, extreme effort 
*(9:79) 4444 Vj j those who find nothing [to give for 




charity] but [the very little they can spare of] their utmost effort. 

jihad [v. n./n.] striving, struggling, fighting (22:78) I 
fdll (_si strive for God’s cause as striving for Him is due. 

mujahidun [pi. of act. part. mujahid] those who 
strive, those who fight (47:31) jjlu "f-ijjJjjrj 

We will try you until We know those who strive among you, and 
the steadfast. 

jj—t^j^j-h-r plain treeless land; the outer appearance of a person, 
appearance; to declare, to say openly, to be loud, to be open, a 
loud voice; to be pure. Of this root, four forms occur 16 times in 
the Qur’an: jahara five times; jahr seven times; 

jahratan three times and I jihdran once. 

jahara a [v. intrans. with prep. 1 to speak loudly 
(17:110) Cij il -s'i Vj Vj and do not be 

loud in your prayer, or too quiet, but seek between this a way 2 to 
speak openly (13:10) ‘cffj Jjall ‘jd alike among 

you is the one who conceals his words and the one who speaks 
them openly. 

jahr [n./v. n.] I speaking loudly, raising the voice (7:205) 
Jjill 'jjij li-ji4aj 2Uaj dSfj jSjfj and remember your 

Lord, in your soul imploringly and in awe, and in subdued tones 
[lit. without loudness] 2 speaking openly (21:110) 't> kij 

U JJkij but He knows what is said openly and He knows 
what you conceal 3 divulging, announcing, declaring, disclosure, 
telling (4:148) J4k> I> Vj Jj^l ?jLlh V God does not 

like the publicising of evil except [by] someone who has been 
wronged. 

jahratan [v. n. used adverbially] 1 openly, visibly (2:55) y 
s'j^ kill 211 we will not believe you until we see God 

visibly 2 expectedly, after a warning (6:47) ‘j klii 5011 Ojli ‘(jl 
s'j^ if the punishment of God should come to you suddenly or 
with warning. 

i jihdran [v. n. used adverbially] openly (71:8) 4^1 

Ijt^ 7 have called them openly/aloud. 



J/-k/(r 
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equipment, gear, rig; to fit out, to prepare, to equip, to 
make ready; to finish off, to be quick and light-footed. Of this 
root, two forms occur twice each in the Qur’an: J^jahhaza and 

jihaz/jahaz. 

ji^jahhaza [v. II, trans.] to equip with necessary gear, to rig 
up, to provide with necessary provisions (12:70) 

J=4- and when he provided them with their 
provisions, he placed the drinking-cup in the pack of his brother. 

jihaz/jahaz [n.] gears, supplies, provisions (12:59) tfj 
pL J15 and when he had provided 

them with their provisions, he said, ‘Bring me a [half] brother of 
yours from your father]’s side], ’ 

f}j—iij^j-h-l ignorance, lack of knowledge, to ignore; foolishness, 
quick temper, to be peevish, to be rash. Of this root, six forms 
occur 24 times in the Qur’an: tajhal five times; jdhil 

once; jdhilun nine times; jahiil once; jahdlatun 
four times and jdhiliyyatun four times. 

tajhal [imperf of v. trans. with no object] to be devoid of 
knowledge, to have no information, not to know; to be foolish 
(7:138) ’(4^ US 14 Jj U1 they said, 

‘Moses, make for us a god as they have gods. ’ He said, ‘Surely 
you are a people who do not know. ’ 

Ja14, jdhil [act. part., pi. jdhilun] 1 ignorant (2:67) I 

"J fdllj jjk! Jli IjjA they said, ‘Are you making 
fun of us?’, he answered, ‘God forbid that I should be so 
ignorant’ 2 uninformed, undiscerning, unaware (2:273) 
t m'l'l the undiscerning might think them rich 

because of their self-restraint [from showing how needy they are] 
3 the angry, aggressors, abusers; foolish (25:63) '4j 

145L.01 jlli and who, when the abusers address them, say, ‘Peace. ’ 

jahul [intens. act. part.] very rash, very foolish; 
ignominious (33:72) V 14jlk. (jlS kij (jUiVI but man carried 
it-indeed he is sinful, very foolish. 

jahdlatun [n. state of complete unawareness, ignorance. 



foolishness (6:54) jjic. ’-Jl Ljh p li 

whoever of you does evil in ignorance, and thereafter repents 
and makes amends, God is All-Forgiving, All-Compassionate. 

^al-Jdhiliyyatu [proper name] (normally associated 
with lawlessness) the time prior to the coming of Islam in Arabia, 
the state of pagan ignorance (5:50) 'cjAfi do they want 

judgement according to the time prior to the coming of Islam in 
Arabia [lit. the state of pagan ignorance] ? 

^4^ jahannam [a borrowing from Hebrew (also thought to be from 
Persian) occurring 77 times in the Qur’an] Hell (25:65) ^Ijj'j 
Ljlic. li. our Lord, turn away from us the chastisement of Hell. 

^jjl^j-w-b round pool, to pierce, to make a hole, to cut out, to 
split; to roam, to go about; to clear away, to reveal; to reply, to 
answer, to respond, to grant, to accede to a wish, compliance. Of 
this root, eight forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: Ljli- jdba 
once; ^ajabd six times; ^ujlba twice; ^istajdba 27 

times; ^istujlba once; jawdb four times; mujib 

once and mujibun once. 

i^i^jaba u [v. trans.] to hollow out [and use for dwellings], to 
hew (89:9) Ijjlk [jjill and [with the tribe of] 

Thamud, who hewed into the rocks in the valley. 

ljIaI ^ajdba [v. IV, trans.] 1 to reply, to answer (28:65) liU 
how did you answer the messengers 2 to answer a distress 
call, to come to the rescue (27:62) j U . AA i who is it 

that answers the distressed when they call upon Him ? 3 to obey, 
to follow, to respond to (46:31) 5 UII I our 

people, obey God’s summoner and believe in Him. 

Lrtja) ""ujlba [pass, of v. IV] 1 to be replied to, to be answered 
(5:109) liU "jjia on the Day when God 

assembles the messengers and asks, ‘How were you answered?’ 2 
to be granted, to be fulfilled (10:89) aa your prayer 

has been accepted. 

'ljUoui) dstajdba [v. X], I [intrans.] 1 to respond, to obey [a 
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j/j/s: 


command] (6:36) t .ijVu . ) t:<uj only those who can hear 

will respond 2 [with prep. 1] a) to answer a prayer/per son (21:76) 
slikja 4J I n^u.ila Jd jj l^jjj and [also mention] Noah 

when he cried out to Us long before that and We answered him 
and saved him and his household b) to comply with, to follow the 
call of (13:18) I (jjill for those who respond to 

their Lord will be the best of rewards II [trans.] to accept (42:26) 
Alias [jx j pUaJlloll I fddj Ijlli (jjjJl t.ij->u.nj and He accepts 
those who believe and do good deeds and gives them more of His 
bounty. 

I.v'> u ill dstujlba [pass, of v. X] to be obeyed, to be responded 
to (42:16) ^ U 11 [> and those who 

argue about God after He has been obeyed. 

LjI;^ jawdb [n.] an answer, reply, response (27:56) J u'4 l-a 
... I jSi [ji Vj but the answer of his people was only to say ... 

mujlb [act. part., pi. mujibun] responsive, granting 
[a wish], replying, answering [a prayer] (11:61) lijja Jfj ‘cj 
my Lord is Near, Responsive. 

^[jj^j-w-d horses, to seek a horse; generosity, generous person; 
goodness, excellence, nobility; rain-laden clouds. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: "’al-Jiidiyy and 

":L^jiyad. 

dl-Judiyy [proper name] the mountain upon which 
Noah’s ark settled, traditionally identified with Mount Ararat 
located in either Armenia or Syria and now said to be in Turkey 
(11:44) ijc. cdjLJ'j and it [the Ark] settled on [Mount] 

Judiyy. 

'‘Su^jiyad [pi. of n./quasi act. part. “Aj^jawad] horses, chargers; 
magnificent, the select, well-bred (38:31) djUillall ^ 4 

... itlJI when, at the close of the day, well-bred light-footed 
horses were paraded before him ... 

jjjl^j-w-r neighbour, adjacent; to protect, to shelter, to give refuge, 
to seek refuge, protege, spouse; to veer away, to tilt, to deviate; to 





be unjust, injustice. Of this root, seven forms occur 13 times in 
the Qur’an: jjlij yujawir once; yujir five times; yujar 
once; ^istajara once; jt^ jar three times; '’Ji\^ja^ir once and 
mutajawirat once. 

yujawir [imperf of v. Ill 'jj4- jawara, trans.] to dwell in 
the neighbourhood of, to be or become adjacent to, to be a 
neighbour of (33:60) ^ Vj V p and then they will not 

be your neighbours in it but for a short time. 

yujir [imperf of v. IV jU-l '’ajdra, trans. with prep. i>] to 
protect, to grant asylum or sanctuary (72:22) y no 

one will protect me against God. 

yujar [imper. pass.of v. IV jU-t ^ajdra, with prep, yc.] to 
be protected over/against something or someone, to be given 
sanctuary against (23:88) jl=2 ’jifi " j*j I> tJa 

"(jj ^ say, ‘Who holds in His hand the dominion of 
everything and protects while against Him there is no protection, 
[speak] if you know?’ 

^istajdra [v. X, trans.] to ask for protection, to seek 
asylum, to seek sanctuary (9:6) ysjlilll ijjj if 

any one of the polytheists should seek your protection [Prophet], 
grant it to him. 

jIa jar I [n.] neighbour (4:36) yyil and the neighbour 

who is of kin II [quasi-act. part.] one who protects, one who 
provides asylum or sanctuary (8:48) "Jf- yj j 44'^ 

no man shall conquer you today for I am a protector for you. 

yu jadr [act. part.] deviant, going the wrong way, straying 
away (16:9) "jTj yik for some of them [the 

roads[ are going the wrong way: if He willed. He would have 
guided you all together. 

cjI mutajawirat [pi. of quasi act. part. fern, s'jjlii 
mutajdwiratun] adjacent, side by side, next to one another, 
bordering on one another, within easy reach of one another (13:4) 
dll jjLaJw y'j and in the land there are neighbouring 

plots. 
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j/j/^ j-w-z beam; to cross, to traverse, road, crossing; to allow, to 
pass off, to help to cross; to pardon, to disregard; to reward, prize. 
Of this root, jj^jawaza, occurs five times in the Qur’an. 

jjU jawaza [v. Ill, trans.] 1 to cross, to traverse (2:249) lHa 
^ I jioli (jjilfj jA fjjli. when he crossed it with those who had kept 
faith with him 2 to pass by, to leave behind, to go further (18:62) 
Uiljc. lyli ital Jla 'jj^- then when they had gone past the 
appointed time/place, he said to his servant, ‘Fetch us our lunch! ’ 
3 [with prep. i>] to forgo, to overlook, to pass over (46:16) jjW^j 
‘fc. and We forgo their bad deeds. 

(yjjl^j-w-s to rummage, to peer about, to play havoc, to overrun; 
to investigate, to spy. Of this root, o‘^jdsa occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

jasa u [v. intrans.] to overrun, to ravage, to plunder 
(17:5) Iy.Ill4^ UJ liuu We send 

against you servants of Ours of great might, and they spread 
destruction throughout the habitation. 

thiti hunger, to hunger, to yearn for something, to starve, 

starvation, famine. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: ^ taju‘' once and ^jkyw'’ four times. 

"^fi^taju^" [imperf. of v. jd^'a, intrans.] to become or go 
hungry, to hunger (20:118) Vj 144 v! 211 yi it is [granted] 
for you that in it [the Garden] you will not go hungry, or naked. 

[n./v. n.] hunger, starvation (106:4) ^jk o- 
0,0 j Fie who has removed hunger from them [lit. fed 
them away from hunger], and made them safe [away] from fear. 

the interior, the inside; valley, to be hollow; to 
penetrate. Of this root, yaw/occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tijk jawf [n.] the interior, the inside, cavity (33:4) <111 1.- 

ouia 0 - Jk'jl God does not give a man two hearts inside 

him. 



j/j/^j-w-w atmosphere, the arch of the sky, air, the space between 
the face of the earth and what appears to be the sky; large expanse 
of open land. Of this root, jaww occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

jA jaww [n.] mid-air, air (16:79) jLLlI 

4ill Vj do they not consider the birds, sustained (or, 

enabled) [lit. subjected] in the air of the sky, nothing holding 
them up except God? 

j-y-^ to come, to arrive, to reach, to get, to bring; large ditch 
for collecting rain. Of this root, three forms occur 278 times in the 
Qur’an: ja^’a 275 times; jVa twice and "’aja^’a once. 

(iIa ja^’a i I [v. intrans.] 1 to come (36:20) 

J^jfrom the furthest part of the city, a man came running', 
*(4:43) iiUJI i> ^ fta. one who has answered the call of 
nature [lit. one of you came from the low land] 2 to arrive, to 
approach (10:49) ^ '4 "A A 

to every nation a term; when their term arrives they shall not put 
it back by a single hour, nor put it forward 3 [with prep. to 
bring, to bring about, to do (6:160) I>j AA ’jds^ > 14 - 1 > 

Vj 5ti slk whoever brings about [something] good, 
shall have ten times the like of it, and whoever brings about 
[something] evil, shall be repaid only the like of it II [v. trans.] 1 
to come to (10:57) Aii'4- ci teaching from your 

Lord has come to you 2 to commit (18:71) eui?. jsi 1^! ^>.! 

\’J^\ IxuS did you make a hole in it, so as to drown its 
passengers[/occupants]! ?, indeed, you have committed a foul 
thing! 3 to come to, to visit someone, to approach, overtake (6:61) 
ULj ’■Ci'ji clfJi ita- '4 (A- dll death visits/approaches any of 
you. Our envoys claim him 4 [with prep. —j] to bring something to 
someone, to offer, to come to someone with (30:58) "Aj 

Vj "(jj IjjiS IjiA yet if you brought them a miracle, 
the disbelievers would still say, ‘You [messengers] are only 
bringers of falsehood. ’ 

jVa [pass. V. with prep. to be brought (89:23) 

AA and on that Day Hell is brought near. 




•^aja^’a [v. IV, trans.] to cause to come/go, to compel to 
come/go, to drive someone to something (19:23) 

birth-pangs drove her to the trunk of the palm tree. 

^l(Sltij-y-b neckline of a garment; to cut out, to hollow; breast, 
bosom; entrance. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: jayb twice and juyub once. 

jayb [n., pi juyub] 1 garment’s neckline (24:31) 
^jsx ‘ija ,jlkj they should draw their head scarves to 

cover their necklines 2 an opening in a garment (28:32) t4Lol 
j. jL. ‘ijx. pnt your hand inside your garment and 

it will come out white without a blemish. 

^lisl^j-y-d neck, long beautiful neck, to have a long beautiful neck. 
Of this root, jld occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^si^jld [n.] neck (111:5) around her neck [let 

there be] a rope of palm fibre. 



^ / ha"" 


fUJI ^al-ha'’ the sixth letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiceless 
pharyngeal fricative sound. 

v/v/c h-b-b grains, seeds, plants, hulhs; core of the heart, affection, 
love, to love, to prefer; loved one, a friend; dew. Of this root, 
eight forms occur 95 times in the Qur’an: habbaba once; 

'’ahabba 64 times; ^istahabba four times; hubb nine 

times; ^ahabb three times; ^ahibba^ once; 

mahabbatun once; habb seven times and ^ habbatun five 
times. 

habbaba [v. II, trans.] to render likeable, to cause 
something to be loved, liked or accepted, to endear something 
(49:7) cJ <4 jj ‘-r^ but God has endeared 

faith to you and made it beautiful in your hearts. 

L^i ^ahabba [v. IV, trans.] 1 to like (49:12) ‘J 

5 U^i would any of you like to eat the flesh of his brother [even] 
dead? 2 to want dearly, to wish, to desire (9:108) ‘j J^-j 59 ? 

I in it are men who desire to grow in purity. 

Ljaoui) ^astahabba [v. X, trans.] to prefer, to find more likeable, 
desirable (41:17) as for 

Thamud, We showed them the right way, but they preferred 
blindness to guidance. 

lA hubb [n.] love (2:165) 5 UII ijf I> 44 I> t>j 

41 A 0.51 I jxoli s-ik£ there are some who choose to worship 

others besides God as rivals to Him, loving them with the love 
due to God, but the believers have greater love for God\ *(12:30) 
A he has smitten her with love [lit. penetrated the core of 
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jHc 

her heart]-, *(76:8) ^ and they give food, for 

the love of Him [also interpreted as: even though they long for it 
themselves]. 

L^j '’ahabb [elat.] 1 dearer, more loved (12:8)»^^ Ijlli jj 
Ixo Ixu! Lk! when they said [to each other], ‘Joseph and his 
brother are indeed dearer to our father than we are ’ 2 more 
desirable, dearer, preferable (12:33) ^ ^ Vj 

he said, ‘My Lord!, the prison is more desirable to me than 
what they are asking me to do. ’ 

^ahibbd^’ [pi. of n. i-if^hablb] loved ones (5:18) pllij 
ilil the Jews and the Christians say, ‘We 

are the children of God and His beloved ones. ’ 

mahabbatun [v. n./n.] love (20:39) and 

I showered My love [lit. love from Me] upon you. 

habb [eoll. n.] 1 grains (50:9) ^ tujli WJiL iU 't> bfjj'j 
plja. and We send down from the sky blessed water, 
and with it grow gardens and grain of harvested crops 2 seed 
(6:95) pjdl bj it is God who splits 

open the seed and the fruit stone: He brings out the living from 
the dead. 

'Cia. habbatun [n.] a single grain (2:261) ^ 

^ fdll the likeness of those 

who spend their wealth in God’s cause is as the likeness of a 
grain that produces seven ears, each bearing a hundred grains. 

j/v/c h-b-r traee of an old mound, striped eloth made in the 
Yemen; embroidery, to embroider, silken material; to make 
beautiful, to make happy, to make pleasant; ink, writing; learned 
person, priest, rabbi, an authority in matters of faith. Of this root, 
two forms oeeur six times in the Qur’an: ojjp 4 yuhbarun twiee 
and ^ahbdr four times. 

jjikj yuhbar [imperf. of pass. v. hubira] to be made happy 
(30:15) 'ijjjidi 3^jj ' fdJj I jicls [jiill llU as for those 

who believed and did good deeds, they will be in a Garden, made 
happy. 





188 


u-/v/c 


^ahbar [pi. of n. habr/hibr\ variously interpreted as a 
learned person, an authority in matters of faith, a priest, a rahbi 
(5l44-) ILoT^l Uj 

jt^Vfj 'uJuCiJi'j We revealed the Torah, with guidance and light in 
it, by which the prophets, who had submitted [to God], made 
judgement for the Jews, and [so did] the rabbis and the scholars. 

o-/i-j/c to detain, to restrict, to confine, prison; to endow. Of 

this root, ’oddiyahbis occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

yahbis [imperf. of v. habasa, trans.] 1 to delay, to 

stop from happening (11:8) U y\ yi L-ilidl Uyk! yjj 

and if We delay the chastisement till a reckoned time they 
are sure to say, ‘What is delaying it?’ 2 [jur.] to detain, to keep 
back (5:106) ’^\ I'jj I yii 

4 1J > .-1 A oj f ^->5 U Ijj (jljjl 

iu yo U<4jjl4^ pyjl you who believe, the method of 
testifying among you when death approaches any of you and you 
are making a bequest, is to let two just men of your own people 
act as witnesses, or let two men from another people, if you are 
journeying in the land and the calamity of death afflicts you—you 
should keep back the two witnesses after prayer. 

h-b-t cattle disease of swelling of the stomach caused by 
overeating and gas, to bloat; to be frustrated, to come to nothing, 
to be undone, to be futile, to be of no avail. Of this root, two 
forms occur 16 times in the Qur’an: habita 12 times and 

^ahbat four times. 

^ habita a [v. intrans.] to be futile, to come to nothing, to be 
of no avail, to be in vain (39:65) 21L4 yiaak2 ejSysi "yi if you 
ascribe any partner [to God], all your work will come to nothing. 

iaA) ^ahbata [v. IV, trans.] to frustrate, to cause to come to 
nothing, to cause to be of no avail (33:19) iaikU I 

such people have not believed, so God brings their deeds to 
nothing. 


h-b-k knot, belt, girdle; to weave tightly, to braid; track, lines. 




189 


trails of ships, wake, orbits of stars and planets. Of this root, 
hubuk occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^ hubuk [pi. of n. hibak\ trails, orbits (51:7) pli j 
by the sky with its many orbits. 

J/v/c h-b-l rope, halter; connection, link, means, covenant, pledge; 
snare, wiles, stratagem; to conceive a child. Of this root, two 
words occur seven times in the Qur’an: habl five times and 

hibal twice. 

habl [n.; pi. hibal] rope, cord (26:44) 

[jjllUJI [>jl U Jjtji Sjju Ijllij they threw their ropes and staffs, and 
said: ‘By Pharaoh’s might, we shall be the victors’-, *(3:103) 
fdll bond, pledge, covenant of God [lit. by the rope of God]-, 
*(3:112) assistance from mankind, *(50:16) ajjjil 

the jugular vein. 

hattd particle occurring 142 times in the Qur’an and broadly 
functioning as: I preposition, meaning ‘until’, ‘to the point of, 
‘up to’, ‘as far as’. It precedes either a noun, as in (97:5) 
till the rising ofdawm, or a sentence, as in (20:91) 64] 
j4 until Moses returns to us II conjunction 1 meaning ‘in order 
that’, ‘in order to’, as in (63:7) dfflj V 

Ijliaai ^ 5 dll they are the ones who say, ‘Do not give financial 
support to those who follow God’s Messenger, so that they may 
disperse.’ Many instances of the conjunctive, meaning ‘in order 
to’ are also interpreted as prepositional, meaning ‘until’, as in 
(49:9) <111 ff\ <^] fight that which does wrong 

until (or, in order that) it returns to God’s commandment 2 
meaning ‘unless’ (8:53) Jic. l^loaui <du \’J^ 4L [jL 211j 

U I j’J^ that is because God would never change a favour 
He had conferred upon a people unless they change what is in 
themselves III said to be synonymous with the meaning of 
exceptive 'i], possibly as in (2:102) lloj] Vji ffdd Uj 

jaSj 4jui yet they [these two] never taught anyone before/without 
first saying, ‘We are a test, so do not [fall for us and] reject the 
faith. ’ 



(*/‘^/C fate, decree, to ordain, to make absolutely irreversible; 

black; ill-fated. Of this root, hatm occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^ hatm [v. n.; n.] decree, ordinance, judicial decision (19:71) 
Uck (jlS Uijl j Vj jfj there is not one of you but 

shall come to it, it is a decree [imposed by Him] upon your Lord 
Himself, that must be fulfilled. 

h-th-th to urge, to spur on; to be fast, energetic; agitation; 
continuous motion. Of this root, hathith occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

liujA hathith [quasi-act. part., used adverbially] swift, brisk 
(7:54) JiJll He makes the night cover the day; 

going after it swiftly. 

barrier, cover; to veil, to screen, to seclude, to prevent; 
to disappear, to vanish; eyebrow; doorkeeper. Of this root, two 
forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: hijab seven times and 

ijjjjkk4 mahjubun once. 

ljI^ hijab [n./v. n.] 1 screen, curtain, veil (33:53) lij j 

Pjj jlLli and if you ask them for something, do so 
from behind a screen 2 seclusion (19:17) I> cjikiila so, 

she went into seclusion away from them. 

mahjubun [pi. of pass. part, mahjub] secluded, 

debarred, shut off, excluded (83:15) ‘cf:. )4jj 

no indeed!, on that Day they will be debarred from their Lord. 

zJzJz ^~j~j fracture, to test the depth of a head fracture; proof, 
argument, to argue, to defeat in an argument; to visit, to make a 
pilgrimage-particularly to the Holy Mosque in Mecca, pilgrim; a 
year’s work, year. Of this root, eight forms occur 33 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ hajja once; ^14. hdjja 12 times; yatahdjjun 

once; ^ hajja nine times; ^ hijj once; ^14. hdjj once; hijaj 
once and hujjatun seven times. 

^ hajja u [v. trans.] [jur.] to perform the ritual of hajj 
(rendered as: major pilgrimage, for the want of a better term) 




pilgrimage in the Holy places in Mecca during the prescribed 
period (2il58) ^ jl eiu^l Sjjwllj IsL^all (jJ 

U^j iji Safa and Marwa are among the rites of God, so 
for those who make major or minor pilgrimage to the House it is 
no offence to circulate between the two. 

hdjja [v. Ill trans.] to argue with one another, to dispute 
with one another (6:80) J'-s* ja'j and his 

people disputed with him, and he said, ‘How can you dispute with 
me about God when He has guided me. ’ 

^ hajj [n.] [jur.] the annual pilgrimage to the Holy Places in 
Mecca during the prescribed period and carried out in the 
prescribed manner (2:197) the Pilgrimage takes 

place during prescribed months', *(9:20) the Greater/est 

Pilgrimage most probably refers to the last pilgrimage led by the 
Prophet in the year 10 A.H./632 A.D. It is particularly known as 
the ‘Farewell Pilgrimage’ because the Prophet died 

soon after it; * name of Sura 22, Medinan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 27 to the call to ‘the 
Pilgrimage’. 

bW [v. n.] visiting, making the pilgrimage to Mecca during 
the prescribed time (3:97) 5 ulj ^LLli.1 pill ^ 5 drj 

owed to God by all people is making the pilgrimage to the House, 
[a duty incumbent upon one] who can find a way to it. 

5 ^ hijaj [pi. of fern. n. hijjatun] a year (28:27) "J ij 
'^JCu ‘J QuU ‘jxl] (^akl I wish to marry you to 
one of these two daughters of mine, on condition that you hire 
yourself to me for eight years. 

hujjatun [n.] argument, proof, evidence (42:16) ijAlI j 
■^j it Id 7n->u . i l U id 5 dll and [as for] those who 

argue about God after He has been obeyed, their argument is null 
and void with their Lord. 

d/s/C b-j-^ stone, to stone; to solidify; enclosure, room; to confine; 
to deny access, to limit, to declare legally incompetent, to freeze; 
cunning person, brains, discerning faculty. Of this root, five 



forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: hijr seven times; 

hujur once; hujurat once; hajar twice and s'j'^ 

hijaratun 10 times. 

jAA hijr I [v. n.] 1 [functioning as a quasi-pass, part.] that 
which is earmarked for a certain purpose, reserved for exclusive 
use (6:138) jj Vj ' ^ 2*hj V si'* ond 

they [also] say, ‘These sacredly reserved cattle and tillage 
[crops], none but those we wish may eat them’-so they claim!', 
*(25:22) Ijjkk/i [an interjection] absolutely forbidden!; 

absolutely untouchable! used as an expression in pre-lslamic 
Arabia to gain safe conduct from an enemy during the forbidden 
months: (25:22) \lsj^ Cijji fji 

Ijjkkla the day they will see the angels, [there will be] no good 
tidings that day for the guilty, they [the angels] will say [to them 
‘halt’] it is absolutely forbidden [for you to go any further 
towards the Garden] 2 [functioning as a quasi-act. part.] 
controlling power, restrictive power *(89:5) jW- a rational 

person, person of discernment, reasonable person [lit. for a 
person with restraint] II [n.] enclosure, stone dwelling, stone city, 
name of the city in which the tribe of Thamud lived *(15:80) 
LjUla! the people of ‘’al-Hijr, the inhabitants of ‘’al-Hijr, the 
tribe of Thamud (q.v.) who hued for themselves dwellings in the 
rock face; * name of Sura 15, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 80 to the ‘Stone City’ of 
Thamud. 

hujiir [pi. of n./v. n. hijr or hajr] bosom, lap (front of 
a garment from the waist to the knee); restriction *(4:23) 
in your care, under your guardianship [lit. in your laps]. 

hujurat [pi. of n. s'j^ hujratun] enclosures of any type, 
rooms, bedrooms, private quarters (49:4) f'jj I> U 

'ofSiu V those who call you [Prophet] from outside 

your private rooms—most of them lack understanding', * iiirj.^1 
name of Sura 49, Medinan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verse 4 to the Prophet’s ‘Private Quarters’. 

hajar [n., pi. s'j'W- hijaratun] 1 stone, rock (2:74) ciLa p 
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‘j aii ■t> even after that, your hearts 

became hard, as hard as rocks, or even harder 2 clumps of 
hardened mud (51:33) I> s'j'W- that We may shower 

upon them clumps of hard clay. 

j/s/C b-j-z barrier, dam, to separate, to put a stop to, to deny; to 
knot a belt, to truss up a camel in order to treat body sores. Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: hajiz and 

(jj ja-U. hdjizln. 

yfiA hajiz [n.] barrier (27:61) l54-j and 

ordained a barrier between the two bodies of water. 

f- m hdjizln [pi. of act. part, hajiz] one who keeps back, 
one who prevents, one who shields (69:47) 
and not one of you could have shielded (or, defended) him. 

v/Vc h-d-b rocky hill; to be a hunchback; high waves, hardship, 
difficult situation; to dote on, to take care of, care. Of this root, 
hadab occurs once in the Qur’an. 

hadab [n.] high rocky land (21:96) ^jkLj ^jkt lij ^ 
[jjWu u'is. JS JJk j until when the peoples of Gog and Magog are 
let loose and they stream swiftly out of every highland. 

li/j/C h-d-th new, novel, youth; to originate, to create; to happen, 
incident, occurrence; to tell, to narrate, to speak to, to disclose. Of 
this root, five forms occur 36 times in the Qur’an: tuhaddith 

three times; yuhdith three times; muhdath twice; 
hadlth 23 times and '’ahddith five times. 

liijaj tuhaddith [imperf. of v. II haddatha] 1 to divulge, to 
disclose, to tell (something) (99:4) U'jUi.! on that Day, it 

will tell its story 2 [with prep, -d] to acquaint someone with, to 
tell someone something, to inform someone of (2:76) 

^ kill ^ how can you disclose to them what 

God has revealed to you, so that they may be able to use it to 
argue against you before your Lord? 3 to acknowledge, to show 
gratitude (93:11) 4 £'j Hl j and as for the blessings of 

your Lord, so [forever] acknowledge [them]. 
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liiJaj yuhdith [imperf. of v. IV Lij'jk! ^’ahdatha] 1 to cause 
something to come about (65:1) \’J^\ lW ^ you 
can never know, for God may very well bring about a [new] 
situation 2 to initiate (18:70) !>• Sti 

I'jS) ku. if you follow me, then, do not ask me about anything till I 
[myself] start to make a mention of it to you. 

muhdath [pass, part.] something newly created, fresh 
(21:2) fAj i Vj djokl jki [jx U no newly 

revealed reminder comes to them from their Lord, but they listen 
to it as they play. 

liuik hadlth [n., pi. "’ahadlth] 1 discourse (52:34) 1 

I jjlS "(jj let them produce one discourse like it if 

they are truthful 2 conversation, chat (33:53) Vj 1 j'j^ujla lili 
cjj>J then, when you have eaten, disperse, and do not stay 

on desiring a chat 3 statement, tiding, news (53:59) iuiJl Ija I>ai 
do you [people] marvel at this tiding? 4 topic, subject of 
conversation (6:68) 'Tj 

6jLc. ciiiis. I when you come across people who speak ill of 

our revelations, turn away from them until they move on to 
another topic 5 piece of information (66:3) ‘jd\ ijj 

lljak and when the Prophet told something in confidence to 
one of his wives 6 story, account, tale (51:24) dijak 21a J* 
'ofjfA has the story of the honoured guests of Abraham 

reached you? 7 lesson, example, cautionary tale (23:44) »lk U 

‘^ l'iV» , k j 1 ■ An ; ■>!»; IStjjla ajjjs wheuever a 

messenger came to a community, they called him a liar, so We 
destroyed them one after the other and made them into cautionary 
tales 8 events, happenings (in an interpretation of 12:6) '4 h^ 'Alistj 
2^ ‘fij duslkVl Jjjti 2i;oiu'j 2 £'j thus, your Lord will choose 
you, teach you to interpret events and perfect His blessing on you 
9 dreams (in an interpretation of 12:6) I> 2LI»ij 2£'j 21jnk3 211iSj 
2^ idku duplkVl Jjjti thus, your Lord will choose you, teach 
you to interpret dreams and perfect His blessing on you. 

j/j/C h-d-d boundary, edge; to limit, to delimit; to sharpen, to hone; 
to define, to distinguish; to become angry; (of sight) to be sharp; 



to be in mourning; to oppose, to act contrary to, iron. Of this root, 
four forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: hadda four times; 

jjik hudud 14 times; ilV hidad once and Ijok hadld six times. 

Jl4, hadda [v. Ill, trans.] to oppose, to act contrary to (9:63) 

1^4 lolU. jU y yjlojj "ijx y I do they not know 

that whoever sets himself against God and His Messenger, for 
him will be the Fire of Hell, there to stay. 

hudud [pi. of n. hadd] 1 prescribed limits, boundaries 
(9:97) 5 dj2j ^ U I v! jVfj the 

desert Arabs are excessive in their disbelief and hypocrisy, and 
more likely not to know the limits of what God has sent down 
upon His Messenger 2 ordinance, decrees, laws (65:1) 

jijj (jjij (jjjh J Vj Vj 

jjii aaa do not drive them out of their homes-nor should they 
themselves leave—unless they commit a flagrant indecency, these 
are God’s decrees-whoever goes against God’s decrees wrongs 
himself 

hadld I [n.] iron (57:25) ^ ijijl uijjfj 

and We sent iron, of great strength and many uses for mankind II 
[quasi-act. part, pi. hidad] sharp; *(33:19) they 

lash at you with sharp tongues', *(50:22) so your 

sight is sharp today; * JjiJI name of Sura 57, Medinan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 25 to "Iron’ as a metal 
of great strength. 

j/j/^ h-d-q pupil of the eye, to gaze; to encircle, to encompass; 
walled garden or cultivated land, large deep ditch for storing 
water. Of this root, ijifia. hadddq occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

<3j| hadd’’iq [pi. of n. hadiqatun] garden planted with 
trees, particularly fruit-bearing ones (27:60) iU Jjjij 

cjli ^ liujli and We sent for you water from the sky with 
which We caused gardens of delight to grow. 

j/Vc h-dh-r rough, stony, difficult-going land; caution, alertness, 
precaution; to beware, to be on one’s guard; to warn, to caution. 
Of this root, six forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: yahdhar 
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12 times; yuhadhdhir twice; hadhar twice; jV hidhr 
three times; hadhirun once and mahdhur once. 

jjaj yahdhar [imperf. of 'j>. hadhira, trans.] 1 to beware of, to 
be on one’s guard (63:4) they are the enemy, 

beware of them 2 to fear (9:64) Sjjl- Jjjj "J (jjaiiidl jiki 
^ Uj the hypocrites fear that a sura will be revealed 
exposing to them [the believers] what is in their [the hypocrites’] 
hearts 3 to take precautions, to guard against something (9:122) 
tjjjjk) I ji^j I jj and to warn their people when 

they return to them, so that they may guard [against evil] 4 to be 
in awe of, to be mindful of, to be conscious of (2:235) ‘J 
0 U remember that God knows what is in your 
souls, so be mindful of Him. 

yuhadhdhir [imperf. of v. II hadhdhara, doubly trans.] 
to warn or caution or make someone aware of (3:30) 

^ji'j God warns you to beware of Himself; God is 

compassionate towards His servants. 

jj4 hadhar [v. n.] guarding against, avoiding, fearing (2:19) 
jia. otljlall 0 - 4 *^ they put their fingers 

into their ears because of the thunderclaps, fearing death. 

hidhr [v. n.] precaution, guard *(4:7I) Ijii. be on 

your guard. 

hadhirun [pi. of act. part, jili- hadhir (variant reading 
(jjjik hadhirun, pi. of quasi-act. part jik hadhir)] one who is on 
his guard, one taking precautions, vigilant, attentive, careful, alert 
(26:56) bjjp'4. Uj'j and we are a large army, vigilant. 

jjLm mahdhur [pass, part.] that which is to be reckoned with, 
to be feared (17:57) 21u'j LjIjc. [jj the punishment of your 

Lord is to be feared. 

v/j/c h-r-b spear; to extort; war, to wage war; to become angry; 
lion’s den; palace; temple, prayer niche, place of honour; studs in 
a coat of armour. Of this root, four forms occur II times in the 
Qur’an: hdraba twice; harb four times; mihrdb 

four times and mahdrib once. 
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LjjU, haraba [v. Ill, trans.] to wage war (9:107) I jiijl j 

jj jJ j tlffi ^ ^ J nwr/ those 

who took for themselves [built] a mosque in an attempt to cause 
harm, disbelief and disunity among the believers, and as an 
outpost for those who fought God and His Messenger. 

Li^ harb [n.] war (5:64) Uti! IjU IjiaJ UK whenever 
they kindle afire of war, God puts it out. 

mihrdb [n.; pi. s-ujU.- mahdrib] 1 palace, private 
quarters, sanctuary (38:21) 'jjj^ jj tj 216 ! Jaj and 

has the story of the litigants come to you, when they climbed into 
the private quarters? 2 temple, sanctuary (3:39) pli ja'j ^5U1I ^'jUa 
Jjk4l so the angels called out to him, while he stood 

praying in the sanctuary. 

^h/Z h-r-th plantation, cultivated land; plough, to plough, to sow 
seeds, to till, tillage; earnings, to earn, to work for one’s living; to 
study footprints. Of this root, two forms occur 14 times in the 
Qur’an: tahruthun once and cj’jk harth 13 times. 

i^’J^ tahruth [imperf. of haratha, trans.] to till, to 

cultivate, to sow seeds, to plant (56:63^) 

(jjk J jll J.! lujc-jj; have you considered what you till?, is it you 
who cause it to grow or are We the grower?! 

harth [n.] 1 field, planted land (2:71) jKi "jjii V s'jSj 14^] 
it is a cow, not broken to 
plough the earth or water the tillage, perfect and unblemished 2 
crops, yields of agricultural land (6:138) V jW- ' ji'jj 

iUj Vj they [also] say, ‘These are sacrosanct 

cattle and tillage [crops]; none but those we wish may eat them’- 
so they claim! 3 reward, recompense, harvest (42:20) 'cjd ‘cf 
(_si ^ Jjj S lUjU anyone who desires the harvest of the life 
to come. We shall increase his harvest for him 4 tillage, land 
prepared for sowing seeds (2:223) Juis (_yj! Ijj!i jKJ ■f>i 3 Uu 

your women are fields for you, so go into your fields [whenever, 
however or whichever way] you like. 

ZhIZ b-r-j thick tangle of reeds or trees; arbour; to oppress; 





distress, critical situation; to commit an offence; prohibition, to 
impede; to refrain from doing. Of this root, haraj occurs 15 
times in the Qur’ an. 

"^j^haraj I [n.] 1 crime, sin, blame, reproach, censure (48:17) 

blame/censure attaches to the blind, the lame, or the sick [for not 
fighting] 2 hardship, burden (5:6) U God 

does not desire to place any hardship on you 3 difficulty, 
constriction, impediment, constraint (4:65) 4£'jj 5li 

Cm Vja. ^ I jiaC Sf )44u Uji but no, by your 

Lord, they will not believe until they seek your arbitration in what 
has erupted between them and then will find no constraint in their 
hearts regarding your judgement II [v. n. used adjectivally (also 
read as: harij quasi-pass, part.)] that which is oppressed or 

constricted (6:125) ^ LJk "J ]>j 

f UUl but whomsoever He wishes to lead astray. He makes narrow 
his breast as if he was ascending into the sky. 

j/j/^ h-r-d severance of the tendon of a camel’s front leg; to cut, to 
perforate; to deny, to hold back, to stop; to intend, resolution; 
anger; to stay away from a group, to be twisted. Of this root, 
hard occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

hard [v. n.] variously interpreted as: denial (of a share of a 
crop to the poor); cutting off, reaping (a harvest); (carrying out) a 
resolution; or, anger and resentment (towards the needy or 
towards giving the needy their prescribed share of the crop) 
(68:25) oijp'i /jp tj-jc-j they left early, bent on their purpose 
[depriving the poor]. 

j/j/C h-r-r heat, thirst, to become hot, to intensify; volcanic rocky 
land; free person, to liberate, to set free; the best of anything, to 
dedicate to the service of God; silk, to set right. Of this root, six 
forms occur 15 times in the Qur’an: jjjkj tahrir five times; jj^ 
muharrar once; jk hurr twice; jk harr three times; jjjk harur 
once and harir three times. 

jjjkj tahrir [v. n.] liberating, setting free *(4:92) ffij jjjkj 
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setting a slave free [lit. liberating a neck]. 

muharrar [pass, part.] person dedicated, or consecrated, 
to the service of God (3:35) U ai eijjij Vj 
ju. and remember when a woman of [the house of] 

Hmran said, ‘Lord, I vow in dedication what is in my womb 
entirely to you; so accept [this] from me. ’ 

ja. hurr [quasi-act. part.] a free man (as opposed to a slave) 
(2:178) iJL; *jkjL "jlil ^ l^fair retribution 

is prescribed for you in cases of the slain: freeman for freeman, 
slave for a slave. 

ja. harr [n.] heat (9:81) Ijp- l-si jh Ja ^jjtu Sf 1 jllij 

and they said, ‘Don’t go to war in the heat’, say, ‘Hellfire is more 
intense in heat. ’ 

harur [n.] heat of the sun, intense heat (35:21) Vj Vj 
jj'jkll neither the shade, nor the heat [alike]. 

harlr [n.] silk, silk material (35:33) jjjp- 14^ and 
their clothes therein will be [of] silk. 

u^/j/c h-r-s guard, to stand guard, to watch, to protect. Of this root, 
haras occurs once in the Qur’an. 

haras [coll, n.] guard, watch, garrison (72:8) ul'j 

cjjL tAUVja we probed heaven, but found that it 
had been filled with strong guards and meteors. 

0^1 j/^ h-r-s to peel off; to split, to rip open; intense desire, greed, 
to covet; to show concern for, to take great care of. Of this root, 
three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: harasa three 

times; Ij^j^harls once and ’’ahras once. 

harasa i [v. intrans.] 1 to take extra care, to be 
meticulously on your guard (4:129) jij ftPlI 'JL I jliu ‘j I yj 
you will never be able to deal equally between [your] 
wives, no matter how much care you take 2 [with prep, y^] to 
show concern for, to be anxious about (16:37) JiiraA bj 

y 'i kill y even if you [Prophet] are anxious for their 
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guidance, God does not guide those who misguide others. 

harls [intens. act. part.] full of concern, solicitous, 
caring (9il28) U "qx Jjloj jSJ a 

Messenger has come to you from among yourselves-distressing to 
him is your suffering; he is deeply concerned for you. 

osjaI '’ahras [elat.] more/most covetous, more/most attached 
to (2:96) ffc. o'Ull and of all other people you are 

sure to find them, most attached to life. 

h-n-d base person, corruption, to corrupt; to perish, to be in 
danger of death, to be mentally and physically degenerate; to 
urge, to spur on, to rouse, foolish person. Of this root, two forms 
occur three times in the Qur’an: harrid twice and 

harad once. 

(jiajik harrid [imper. of v. harrada, trans.] to urge, to spur 
on, to exhort (8:65) Prophet, exhort 

the believers to fight. 

IftajA harad [v. n. functioning as a quasi-act/pass, part.] one 
who is mentally and physically degenerate, emaciated (12:85) I jSli 
jjjSltjil Of. tjffi j] Hi tjffj 1 —jSjj lii they said, ‘By 
God!, you will continue remembering/mentioning Joseph until 
you become extremely emaciated, or become of the dead. ’ 

h-r-f edge, ledge, side; to deviate, to veer, to slant; to distort, 
to pervert; a profession, a craft; to take up a trade; to be hot and 
spicy. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 
offj=4 yuharrifun four times; mutaharrif once and harf 

once. 

yuharrif [imperf. of v. II UijH harrafa, trans.] to alter, to 
distort, to twist to pervert (2:75) U i.) Aj p 5011 
tjjAio JJk j i Jac. they hear the words of God and then pervert them 
after they have understood them. 

JaffSiA mutaharrif [act. part.] one who approaches from the 
side, one coming sideways *(8:16) Jta U’jHH going sideways for 
fighting, manoeuvring for battle. 
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uij^harf [n.] side, edge *( 22 : 11 ) Ui>. ^jc. ii" I> the one 
who serves God with a shaky faith, sitting on the fence [lit. he 
worships God on the very edge]. 

j/j/^ h-r-q fire, flame, to bum, to scorch; to eradicate; to erode, to 
file away; to be bad-tempered; to long for; palm-tree pollen. Of 
this root, three forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: 
nuharriq three times; '’ihtaraqa 11 times and t^ij^harlq five 
times. 

(fjaS nuharriq [imperf. of v. II harraqa, trans.] 1 to torch, 
to burn (21:68) I j’jLajl j i ja’j^ I jlli they said, ‘Burn him and 

avenge your gods’ 2 (possibly) to abrade, to wear down by 
mbbing, to scrape away, to mb away into powder (20:97) jiul j 
ILu Jull Aiy . iVi' p ija’jkil U£tc. and look at your god 

to which you have remained devoted—we will grind it down and 
blow its dust into the sea. 

‘’ihtaraqa [v. VIII, intrans.] to bum away (2:266) 
eija'j5kla jU ^ then a fiery whirlwind struck it and it burnt 

away. 

(jij^harTq [v. n./n.] the act of buming/fire (85:10) "f4ij 
jjjkll and for them is the chastisement of burning. 

S/j/^ h-r-k movement, to move, to be agile, to be lively and 
intelligent; the joint between the head and the neck. Of this root, 
’i £jaj tuharrik occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

tuharrik [imperf. of v. II harraka, trans. with prep. J 
to move, to stir (75:16) ^ 'dcLJ 5 U tiTjiki V [Prophet] do not 
move your tongue with it [Qur’anic verses as they are being 
revealed] in an attempt to hasten it [your memorising of the 
Revelation]. 

(*/j/C h-r-m inviolable place, sanctuary, that which is under one’s 
protection; womenfolk, wife; to forbid, forbidden; sinful, 
illegitimate, taboo; to deny someone something, to preclude, 
exclusion; to respect, to honour, to revere, to venerate. Of this 
root, 10 forms occur 83 times in the Qur’an: harrama 33 




times; J.lp. hurrima six times; haram twice; hurum five 
times; haram 26 times; euU'jk hurumat twice; mahrum 
twice; mahrumun twice; muharram four times and 

muharramatun once. 

harrama [v. II, trans.] 1 to make unlawful, to declare as 
sinful (2:275) Ujll Aill but God has allowed trade and 

forbidden usury 2 to make or declare sacred, inviolable (27:91) 

Ifj 'jjkl I have only been commanded to 

serve the Lord of this town, which He has made inviolable 3 [with 
prep. (^] to deny something to someone (5:72) jaa ^\j kij 

^ yil if anyone associates others with God, God will 
deny/forbid the Garden to him 4 [with prep. <^] to make 
something unacceptable or abhorrent (28:12) ^ ddjdj 

and We had previously made wet-nurses unacceptable to him. 

hurrima [pass, v.] to be forbidden, made unlawful or 
declared sinful (5:3) forbidden to you are 

un-slaughtered dead animals. 

* jUjaiS name of Sura 66, Medinan sura, so-named because of 
the reference in verse I to "Prohibitions’ imposed by the Prophet 
upon himself. 

haram [n.] sanctuary, sacred territory (29:67) UIj 4- h! \‘j^ JdJ 
‘ijx. ejJaijj'j Uxli Ik'jk can they not see that We have 
granted [them] a secure sanctuary when all around them people 
are snatched away? 

hurum I [pi. of quasi-pass. part, haram] forbidden 

(9:36) c _^"15 ^)kc. Lul 5 UII .aic. .iiil "b^ (jj 

XbjJ indeed, the number of months with God is 

twelve months-[ordained] in the Book of God on the Day He 
created the heavens and earth-of them four are forbidden/sacred 
II [pl. of quasi-act. part, fj?- hirm] [jur.] sanctified by being in the 
state of performing the pilgrimage, marked by donning the 
prescribed attire (5:95) I jBk V Ijkli (jjiJI you who 

believe, do not kill game while you are in the state of pilgrimage 
sanctity. 

^Ijk haram [quasi-pass, part.] 1 sanctified, sacred, inviolable 
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(5:97) lS4- God has made the Ka‘^ba¬ 

the Sacred House-a rallying point for humankind 2 forbidden 
(sacred) (5:2) Sfj I jL^ Sf \yd\'t- (jjjJI you who 

believe, do not violate the sanctity of God’s rites, or the sacred 
month 3 [jur.] unlawful, sinful (as opposed to haldl) (10:59) 
^ jjjj "!> yil Jjji U ‘^yj Ja say, ‘Have you 
considered what provision God has sent down for you, of which 
you have made some unlawful and some lawful’ 4 prevented, 
banned (21:95) V ^ a ban [is 

imposed] upon townships We have destroyed: they shall return 
(or, that they can not escape returning or, they will not turn away 
from their misdeeds). 

hurumdt [pi. of n. hurmatun] 1 either inviolable 
ordinances or all of God’s commands, sacred ordinances of God 
(22:30) fij 5011 pU’jk JOiO [>j OUi that is so, and 

whosoever honours the sacred ordinances of God, it will be good 
for him with his Lord 2 forbidden acts generally, personal 
sanctuaries, those people or things under a person’s protection 
(2:194) lj.ilc.la ^.>*\jlc ^jOa ..^1 lIiIOjjOIj ^IjlOl ^Ij^l j^.^1 
U JiM <fc. a sacred month is for a sacred month: [and 
violation of] sacred things [is subject to] fair retribution, so 
whosoever commits aggression against you, commit aggression 
against him in the same way as he committed aggression against 
you. 

"^jJ^mahrum [pass, part.; pi. mahrumun] 1 one who 

is deprived, disadvantaged (said to mean those who cannot ask 
for alms, either because of personal dignity or because they 
cannot speak, such as animals and birds) (70:25) ^ C^Zd^for 
the beggar and the deprived 2 one who is denied (something); 
desolate, destitute (68:26-7) [>-i Jj '-‘j ' ,4^ 

but when they saw it [the garden], they said, ‘We must have lost 
our way!, no-we [have been made] destitute!’ 

"fjaja muharram [pass, part.; fern, muharramatun] 1 

sanctified, sacred (14:37) Oic ^j'j eaiSloi li'j 

'dull our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in an 
uncultivated valley, close to Your Sacred House 2 forbidden. 
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denied to (5:26) 5-iLj tjifJj )-gj'rr - t^jli Jli He 

said, ‘It is forbidden to them for forty years, [they will] wander in 
the land being lost. ’ 

(J-jI j/^ h-r-w/y nest, den, inviolable place; to take great care, to be 
intent; to be worthy; to be hot. Of this root, I taharraw occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

taharrd [v. V, trans.] to pursue meticulously, to seek out 
something with intent, to take great care in achieving something 
to the full (72:14) 1.^4^ yjj>il ■iil Lio Ulj 

and among us there are the ones who surrendered, and the ones 
who deviate: those who surrendered have sought out guidance. 

v/j/c h-z-b rocky hill; hardship, to afflict; group, faction, to divide, 
to partition, to gang up. Of this root, three forms occur in 20 
places in the Qur’an: Ifj?. hizb eight times; hizbayn once 
and M ‘’ahzdb 11 times. 

Li^ hizb [n.; dual hizbayn', pi. ‘’ahzdb] 1 group, 

party (23:53) Uj fs. but they 

split their affair into sects, each faction rejoicing in what they 
have 2 supporters, faction, partisans (58:22) ‘ci J 

JJk 5 UII these are on God’s side, and God’s side are the 
successful. 

Liljkl '’ahzdb [pi. of n. hizb] 1 parties, allies, particularly 
those ganging up against the cause of God and His messengers 
(38:13) dnj hji i fdj Thamud, the people 

of Lot and the forest-dwellers, each of these formed opposition 
[against their messenger] 2 (with the definite article) the Allies, 
the Confederates, the Joint Forces, Quraysh and other tribes who 
in the year 5 A.H./627 A.D. attacked the Prophet in Medina in 
what became known as the ‘Battle of the Ditch’ ((jiiiJl Sjjc-) and 
also ‘the battle of the Joint Forces’ (J sjjc.) (33:22) J'j llTj 

<111 Uji&j lltt l^A l^ls i-jly^Vl when the 

believers saw the joint forces, they said, ‘This is what God and 
His Messenger promised us: the promise of God and His 
Messenger is true’', * Lil'jkVl name of Sura 33, Medinan sura, so- 
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named because of the reference in verses 9-27 to the story of the 
"Joint Forces’ that besieged Medina. 

O/j/c h-z-n rocks, boulders, rocky hard-going terrain; to cause 
hardship, to distress; to afflict; to become sad, to grieve, sadness; 
responsibility. Of this root, four forms occur 42 times in the 
Qur’an: oJiCi tahzan 23 times; yahzun nine times; ojk huzn 
twice and hazan three times. 

tahzan [imperf. of v. hazina, intrans.] to become sad, 
to grieve, to worry (9:40) V Jja) 4 jUJI Ua jj 
litio bj the second of two when the two of them were in the cave, 
when he [Muhammad] said to his companion ["’abu Bakr], ‘Don’t 
worry, God is with us. ’ 

’ifjad yahzun [imperf. of v. hazana, trans.] to sadden, to 
cause someone to grieve, to cause unrest (58:10) 't> Uij 

I jUf. bjill bb^i furtive conversation is the work of Satan, 

designed to cause grief to the believers. 

"df^huzn [v. n.; n.] sadness, grief, sorrow (12:84) 't> 
bjkll and his eyes went blind (or, became flooded with tears) out 
of grief 

bj4 hazan [v. n./n. used adverbially] sadness; grieving (9:92) 
bja^ U I v! 't> b^ j fJb they turned away with 

their eyes overflowing with tears, grieving that they had no 
resources to pay [for a mount[. 

'^/o'/C good lineage, great ancestry; honour and glory; 

sufficiency, to suffice; to submit to; to reckon, to calculate, to 
take to task; to consider, to assume, to presume; to investigate. Of 
this root, nine forms occur 109 times in the Qur’an: hasiba 

44 times; hasaba twice; yuhdsabu once; 

yahtasibu three times; hash 11 times; hdsibln twice; 

hisab 39 times; haslb four times and bb^ husbdn three 
times. 

hasiba a [v. trans.] 1 to fancy, to assume, to think, to 
presume (23:55—6) b ^ 14jl tj jiuakj l 



206 


v/u-/c 


do they think by giving them wealth and sons, We hasten to give 
them good things? 2 [doubly trans.] to take something to be, to 
mistake for, to deem to be (27:44) ejiiSj ^ kii'j Ilia 

when she saw it, she took it to be a deep pool of water, and bared 
her legs. 

L^U hasaba [v. Ill, trans.; pass. yuhdsabu] 1 to eall to 
aeeount (2:284) kill ^ "J U I jil ‘(fj whether you 

reveal what you have in your heart or conceal it, God will call 
you to account for it 2 to take to task (65:8) jlt ‘cf- 
IjSj Use. ULiilj rjj>S UCa>^ Ulllolli ^jj l«j many a town that 
insolently opposed the command of its Lord and His messengers- 
We have taken it to task and punished them severely. 

Mjnlkj yahtasib [imperf. of v. VIII LjH.1 ^ihtasaba, trans.] to 
expeet, to foresee, to surmise, to reekon with (39:47) fdll 't> [4^ '4j 

I jjj^ "4 ‘^nd there will appear to them from God what 
they never reckoned with', *(65:3) V eiil. from a most 

unexpected source. 

hash [v. n. used in eonstruet (katl^j) as a quasi-aet. part.] 
suffieient, one who/whieh suffiees (8:64) 41111. "^^1 

[jjioylll IHjjI Prophet, God is all sufficient for you, and for the 
believers who follow yow, *(3:173) 4il [inter]eetion] we put 

our case before God alone, we appeal to God [lit. God is 
sufficient for us]. 

hdsib [aet. part.] one who reekons, one who works out an 
aeeount (21:47) 'aH^-ll- Uj 1^1 J4>. ]> ^ Jlill 'effi [jlj even if 

it be the weight of a mustard seed. We will bring it out-and We 
are reckoners enough. 

tUo^hisab [v. n.; n.] 1 reekoning, aeeounting, ealeulation, 
judgement (14:41) 1 jU?JI "j^l llj our 

Lord, forgive me, and my parents, and the believers on the Day 
when the Reckoning is held 2 reward, retribution (23:117) [>'j 

Xfj It kin?, nia ^ kl (jUjl y ji.ll 1411 ^1 ^ whoever prays to 
another deity alongside God-a deity for whose existence he has 
no evidence-his retribution will be with his Lord 3 
[adjeetivally/adverbially] suffieient, fitting, plenty/in aeeordanee 
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with (78:35-6) UU?. a reward from your Lord, a 

fitting gift (or, in accordance with their deeds)', *(3:27) fru 
with no limit, generously [lit. without counting]', *(78:27) ujfJi 
they do not believe in the Day of Judgment [lit. they do not 
fear any reckoning]. 

Li^haslb [intens. act. part.] a meticulous reckoner (17:14) Tjal 
read your record, today your own soul 
sujfices as a meticulous reckoner of your deeds. 

husbdn I [v. n.] reckoning, calculating (6:96) l54-j 

411j Uljlii. jlaillj ljS2 He made the night for 

resting; and the sun and the moon for reckoning (or, to a precise 
calculation), that is the design of the Almighty, the All-Knowing 
II [n.] projectile, thunderbolt, force of destruction (18:40) iJdfrj 
lalj jcaloja fU«Ul (> \A1A. and sends on it a measured 
thunderbolt from the sky, so that it becomes slippery [barren] 
earth. 

j/u-/c h-s-d to peel off, to scrape off; to envy, to grudge. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: hasada three 

times; "4-4. hasad once and hasid once. 

iuiA hasada u [v. trans.] to envy (4:54) U frc. 'cijAAL 
‘ijx. <111 do they envy [other] people for the bounty God has 
granted them? 

hasad [v. n.] the act of envying (2:109) l&I I> 4j 
ojc. ‘of. 14-4. 1 jUS )4jl4jj 44 )4j frfi "jl many of the People of 

the Book wish they could revert you to disbelief after you have 
believed, out of their own envy. 

i-il4 hasid [act. part.] one who envies, one who harms with 
envy (113:5) '4-o. 14 a^lk ’fr ‘ifrj and from the evil of the envier 
when he envies. 

j/u^/c h-s-r to be without headgear, to be without clothes; to peel 
off; to recede, to abate, to regress, to withdraw; to become tired; 
to be penniless; to have great sorrow, to regret, to long for. Of this 
root, five forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: Cijj. 
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yastahsirun once; hasratun seven times; hasarat 

twice; haslr once and jjl^ mahsur once. 

j , < ' 0 yastahsir [imperf. of v. X ^istahsara, intrans.] to 

tire, to abate, to collapse with fatigue, to become weary (21:19) 
'^j ‘dp I>j and those that are with 

Him are never too proud to worship Him, nor do they grow 
weary. 

5j1a hasratun [n.; pi. cijrji:ua. hasarat] deep sorrow, anguish 
(3:156) ^ 211j that God may make that an 

anguish in their hearts *(39:56) b'>2vlj woe is me!, woe to me!, O 
grief! 

jiuia, hasTr [quasi-act/pass, part.] weary, defeated (67:3^) s-fe) 
ja'j IkoU. ’j^\ 21alj your sight will come back to you, weak 
and defeated. 

mahsur [pass, part.] stripped, bare, destitute, regretful 
(17:29) >^" 1 ^ )nnii\l 1 bi.in Vj Vj 

and do not let your hand be chained to your neck, nor outspread 
it in complete spreading, lest you end up blamed and 
overwhelmed with regret. 

h-s-s faint noise, hissing sound, whispering sound, 
concealed gentle sound; to feel, to perceive through the senses, to 
find out, to probe, to spy; to kill, to rout, to strike hard; 
movement; to remove the dust. Of this root, four forms occur five 
times in the Qur’an: tahussun once; dhassa three 

times; tahassasu once and a-a-io. hasls once. 

'o-kj tahuss [imperf of v. ‘cd^ hassa, trans.] to slay, to 
eradicate, to destroy, to rout (3:152) jj fij yil ‘sdj 

fOjlj and indeed God fulfilled His promise to you when you were 
routing them by His permission. 

'’ahassa [v. IV, trans.] 1 to find, to become conscious of, 
to become aware of (3:52) (Jj ‘cp 

vUI when Jesus became aware of their disbelief, he said, ‘Who will 
be my helpers in God’s cause?’ 2 to see, to perceive (19:98) 

^-liu ji aki d* uj^ I> f4^ how many 



generations We have destroyed before them!, do you perceive a 
single one of them [now], or hear from them as much as a 
whisper? 

tahassasa [v. V, trans. with prep. i>] to probe, to gather 
intelligence about, to collect information discreetly about (12:87) 
J.JJ ^ V j 1 j..i7iVi^ I jjAil my sons, go and 

seek news of Joseph and his brother, and do not despair of God’s 
mercy. 

o-uuiA hasTs [v. n.; n.] sound, hissing sound, churning sound, 
murmur (21:102) Uo qjjuLm 'i they 

will not hear a murmur from it—and they will stay forever in 
everything their souls desire. 

(•/Wc cauterisation, burning, to cauterise; to cut, to finish, to 

terminate; to be decisive; unlucky, misfortune, evil omen; 
successive. Of this root, }jlA husum occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

husum [pi. of act. part, hdsim] variously interpreted 
as: successive, consecutive, constant, unabated, evil-bringing, 
unlucky, destructive (69:7) liijlA Jli ^ He 

mustered it [the soaring wind] against them for seven nights and 
eight consecutive days. 

Olo^/C beauty, to be or become beautiful; to improve, to 

adorn; goodness, charity; to favour, to act properly; to deem 
good, to approve, to appreciate. Of this root, 14 forms occur 195 
times in the Qur’an: hasuna three times; ^ahsana 21 

times; hasuna 13 times; hasuna 19 times; hasanatun 
28 times; hasandt three times; husnd 17 times; 
husnayayn once; hisdn twice; (>4.1 '’ahsan 36 times; 

’’ihsdn 12 times; >44 muhsin three times; ijj>44 muhsinun 35 
times and eijl>44 muhsindt once. 

hasuna u [v. intrans, used interjectionally] to be or 
become good, fine, beautiful; used in the sense of ‘How 
beautiful!’, ‘How fine!’, ‘How desirable!’, ‘How befitting!’ 
(4:69) >44.-all j >>11 >6 4ill ^sjul >411 j <111 ^4=^ >®j 

dji'j aiij '>io.j (jj^Jllollj fl^^llj whoever obeys God and the 
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Messenger will be among those God has blessed: the messengers, 
the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous-what excellent 
companions these are! 

lydJi ^ahsan [v. IV, trans.] 1 to do perfectly, to perfect (32:7) 
Aik jk who gave everything its perfect form 2 to 

make agreeable, to make beautiful (40:64) J>k'jjLa He 

shaped you, and made beautiful your form 3 to do good (17:7) "(jj 
‘Jfj Juioki Jukk! if you do good, you do good for your 
own souls, and if you do evil it is to yourselves', *(12:23) 't>ki 
he made good my residence [under his roof] 4 [with prep. 
—! and an elliptical object] to do well by, to treat well (12:100) jSj 
jkll iVj ‘^fid He has been gracious 

to me, releasing me from prison and bringing you here from the 
desert. 

husn [v. n./ n.] 1 beauty, charm (33:52) itkill 2jj Jk V 
7rr->r-l ‘jTj Jk "(jl V'j women are not permitted [in 

marriage] to you [Prophet] thereafter, nor [is it permitted] for 
you to take [other] wives in exchange for them [the ones you 
already have], even if their beauty attracts you 2 goodness 
(27:11) f jk kj Ulk Jk jk. Vj except for those who do wrong, 
and then substitute good for [lit. after] evil 3 kindness, to be kind; 
to treat someone well, with good treatment (29:8) 

ILk We have commanded people to treat their parents well. 

k-k hasan [quasi-act. part] 1 good (18:2) (jjil ku-ykl 
buk. rj?.l ‘i) pkJtloll and [giving] glad news to the 

believers who do good deeds that for them is a good reward 2 
fair, gracious (20:86) kk. Tij Jkkb [jf ^'J!G Jli he said, ‘My 
people, has your Lord not made you a fair promise? 3 proper, 
goodly (3:37) ikk bk and brought her up with a goodly 
upbringing. 

<kk, hasanatun I [n.; pi ejbkk hasandt] 1 a good deed, an act 
of piety, a good work (41:34) Yj AkkJI Yj they are not 
equal—a good deed and an evil one 2 a benefit, a boon, a piece of 
good fortune (9:50) ^3^ [jj if good fortune comes to 

you, it grieves them 3 a good reward (16:30) kik Ijkk.! jjill 
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those who do good there is a reward in this present world 
II [quasi-act. part.] good (33:21) ijJ 5011 Jj 2 'j ‘si\you 

have had in the Messenger of God a good model. 

yiuik husnd I [elat. fern.; dual ciii^ husnayaym, masc. 
^ahsan] better/best (7:180) iUl-Vl fdlj to God 

belong the names most beautiful; call upon Him by them II [n.: 
(.yWaJI '’al-husnd] 1 the best [of rewards], interpreted as Paradise 
(10:26) s'j'jjj (.s-iuikll Ijiak! [jjiil/or the good-doers is the reward 
most fair and more besides', *(9:52) ciyiAJI one of the two 
best outcomes, (said to mean martyrdom and victory) 2 all that is 
good, all that is being ordained by God, the true faith (92:6) iS^j 
and believes in the truth of what God has ordained. 

hisdn [pi. of quasi-act. parts, fern. hasanatun and 
dUloa. hasnd'’] beautiful, fine (55:76) hOj 

(jUu?. they will be reclining on green cushions and fine carpets. 

dhsdn [v. n./ n.] 1 good work, doing good deeds (55:60) 
[jUakVI Vj jt-kVI Ja shall the reward of goodness be 

[anything] but goodness?! 2 uprightness, correctness, piety, 
goodness, doing good (9:100) (> u/jVl 

(jUoklj j and the first vanguards of the emigrants (q.v.) 

and the Helpers (q.v.) and those who followed them in 
goodness/in doing good. 

Cifi^muhsin [act. part.; pi. muhsinum, pi. fern. 

muhsindt] one who does good, who is good, a charitable person, a 
righteous person (33:29) [jklo [jli that God 

has prepared for those of you who do good a great reward. 

olij'lc b-^h-r insects; yield of the land; to gather together, to 
assemble, to rally, to round up (of animals); to hone, to sharpen 
up; to ruin. Of this root, five forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: 
hashara 19 times; 'j4k hushira 18 times; hashr twice; 
hdshirln three times and mahshuratun once. 

hashara u [v. trans.; pass. j4k hushira] 1 to assemble, call 
up for a gathering (79:23) u! Jlii so, he 

gathered [his people], proclaiming, I am your supreme lord 2 to 
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array, to muster, to bring together ( 6 : 111 ) UTjj Uj'i "jTj 

4ill (jl yj IjioyJ IjjlS Uo ^>gjrr- even if 

We sent the angels down to them, and the dead spoke to them, 
and We gathered all things right before them, they still would not 
believe, unless God so willed 3 to marshal, to bring for the final 
Judgement (17:97) tL=j jkj jic. 'ff. and 

We marshal them, on the Day of Resurrection, lying on their 
faces, blind, dumb and deaf 

hashr [v. n./ n.] 1 assembly, gathering, raising from the 
dead (50:44) ji-4 liit l 4 =jVi jiSj J."jj on the Day 

when the earth is split asunder from about them, [emerging] in 
haste—that is a gathering easy for Us to muster, * name of 
Sura 59, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verse 2 to the "Gathering of Forces" 2 migration, evacuation, 
exile (59:2) jlsJI cJjV jUp ‘cy ^j* it 

was Fie who drove out those among the People of the Book who 
disbelieved from their homes at the first exile [also interpreted as: 
the first gathering of forces]. 

r m > 4iU hashirln [pi. of act. part. hashir] ones who call for 
assembly, summoners (7:111) 'aij4'4. Vj ^ 

they said, ‘Delay him and his brother for a while and send, into 
the cities, summoners. ’ 

VjyAaA mahshuratun [pass. part, fern.] gathered together, 
assembled (38:19) lyfj ^ s'jj..2a2i Jill'j and the birds, gathered 
together; each to him reverting. 

(jiU. hasha li ’lldh (see h-w-sh). 

h-?-b pebbles, to pelt with pebbles; gravel-carrying wind, 
hail-showering clouds; measles; fuel, to fuel, to torment. 
^al-Suyuti reports that hasab is said to mean fuel in the 
language of the "Zanf. Of this root, two forms occur five times in 
the Qur’an: hasab once and yyAA. hdfib four times. 

41 *^ hasab [n.] fuel (21:98) ^-4^ 5 dl' pfi I> Wj 

you [disbelievers] and what you worship instead of God will be 
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fuel for Hell. 

L^'iA hasib [act. part.] stone-showering stormy wind (17:68) 
"J ^ "J r/o yoM /cc/ secure that 

He will not cause a side of the shore to swallow you up, or, He 
will not send upon you a stone-pelting storm? 

o^/c/o^/C stones, brisk walking; to (come to) settle, to fit in 

properly; to become manifest, (of the truth) to become clear (as in 
‘the truth will out’). Of this root, hashasa occurs once in 

the Qur’an. 

hashasa [v. intrans.] to become manifest, to come out 
(12:51) 'Ji\ jjjjJI plli the governor’s wife said, 

‘Now the truth has come out. ’ 

b-?-d to reap, to harvest, yield; to twist a rope tightly, to do 
something with exactitude; to become angry. Of this root, three 
forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 2^ hasada once; 
hasad once and hasld four times. 

hasada u [v. trans.] to reap, to harvest (12:47) Ua 
(jjjkti Cm U25 Vj Alilo ijjia whatever [grain] you reap leave in its 
ears apart from the little you eat. 

jCusa hasad [v. n.] the act of reaping, harvesting (6:141) o- I jK 
ojC-oii. 'fji ^ Ijjli'j lij so eat of their fruit, when they bear 
fruit, but pay its dues [the Poor’s share] on the day of harvesting 
it. 

hasld [quasi-pass, part./n.] 1 harvest (50:9) 't> urjjfj 

Lia.j pUi. 5 U laujU l£'jtL ;u We send down from the sky 
blessed water, and with it grow gardens and grain of harvested 
crops 2 cut down, mown down, destroyed, levelled (11:100) I> 411 j 
pli 144“ 4IJ4 4la4j t^'jill fCul We relate to you [Muhammad] 
such accounts of earlier towns: some of them are still standing; 
some have been mown down. 

j/o^/C h-s-r to encircle, to blockade, to forbid, to constrict, to 
confine; timid person, abstemious person (particularly concerning 
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women), celibate person; miserly person; reed mat. Of this root, 
four forms occur six times: hasira twice; ',>^1 '’uhsira twice; 

jjl^ hasur once and hasir once. 

hasara I [(imperf. yahsur) v. trans.] to besiege, 

confine, restrict (9:5) ^jikilj jikj take them, 

besiege them and ambush them at every post II [(imperf. 
yahsar) v. intrans.] to become constricted, to shrink from, to 
abhor (4:90) jI J eiij j ,jl or 

[those] who come to you because their hearts shrink from fighting 
against you or against their own people. 

'’uhfira [pass, of v. IV] 1 to be prevented, confined, 
besieged, to be made destitute (2:196) ^ \ Jjj 

^"4^1 'fjfij Uoa ^"j^' perform the pilgrimages, major and 
minor, for the sake of God. If you are prevented [from doing so], 
then [send] whatever offering for sacrifice that is affordable to 
you 2 to be incapacitated; to be straitened; to be destitute (also to 
be devoted to a certain task) (2:273) V 5 dl' Jjj- 

[give] to those needy who are wholly 
occupied (or, who are straitened, or, who are incapacitated) in 
God’s way and cannot travel [lit. hit the road] in the land [for 
earning a living]. 

hasiir [intens. act. part.] celibate, ascetic, abstemious, 
chaste (3:39) J 

[jjfdllall God gives you the good tidings of John, who will confirm 
a word of God, a chief, and chaste, a prophet, one of the 
righteous. 

hafir [n.] prison, confinement (17:8) 

Iji.^ We have made Hell a prison for those who deny God. 

J/o^/C b-?-l residue, yield, crop; result, to come out, reject, waste; 
to collect. Of this root, husfila occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jlaa. husfila [pass, of v. II] to be collected, to be made 
manifest (100:10) jjiLall ^ U S^j when what is in the bosoms 
(or, the minds) is brought out (or, gathered!scrutinized). 
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O/o^/C h-s-n fortress, palace, to be inaccessible, to be immune; to 
fortify, armament, lock; to be chaste, a married person; stallion, 
horse. Of this root, seven forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: 

^ahsana four times; ^uhsinna once; muhsinln 

twice; muhsanat eight times; tahassun once; 

husun once and muhassanatun once. 

^ahsana [v. IV, trans.] 1 to protect, to shield (21:80) 
and We taught him the making 
of garments [of mail] to fortify you against your violence', 
*(66:12) she guarded her chastity 2 to keep in store, 

to store up (12:48) Vj U ^ 211j ‘f 

tjji-akj after that will come seven years of hardship which will 
consume all but a little of what you stored up [for them]. 

^uhsinna [pass. v. IV] [jur.] (of a woman) to be protected 
by marriage (4:25) ^jc. U I jji 

Jikll but when they enter wedlock, if they [slave girls[ commit 
indecency, they shall be liable to half the punishment prescribed 
for free women. 

muhsinln [pi. of act. part. muhsin] [jur.] ones 

who take women in lawful wedlock (4:24) ‘J 

Jjc. ‘^rb>L I jiii lawful for you is that which is 

beyond those mentioned, [so long as] you seek [them] with 
[dowries from] your property, taking them in wedlock, not in 
fornication. 

cjlluakb muhsanat [pi. of pass. part. fern. muhsanatun] 

[jur.] chaste woman, woman who is protected (or should be 
protected against unchastity) by being married, married woman; 
(24:4) Vj ?4 jjL IjjL p u 

lil give those who accuse chaste women of adultery, 

and then fail to provide four witnesses, eighty lashes, and reject 
their testimony ever after. 

bbaaj tahassun [v. n.] the state of being chaste, chastity (24:33) 
'cpj b f hull I jA jkj V j do not force your slave girls 

into prostitution, if they themselves desire being chaste. 

bjbal husun [pi. of n. hisn] fortresses, fortifications 
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(59:2) 5911 't> ‘(4^'^ f4j”^ ^ j^j and they thought their 

fortifications would protect them against God. 

A uo-\’a muhassanatun [pass. part, fem.] (59:14) Vj jJjli V 

^ they will not fight against you together except from 
within fortified townships. 

(^/o^/C b-?-y pebbles, to count; to comprehend; to keep, to stick 
with; mind, discerning faculty; ability to express oneself clearly. 
Of this root, two forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: ( 1 ) 

"ahsa 10 times and <. 5 -^^ ( 2 ) '’ahsa once. 

( 1 ) '’ahsa [v. IV, trans.] 1 to keep a record of, to record 
(36:12) and everything We keep an 

account of in a clear Record 2 to reckon, to calculate, to 
enumerate (14:34) UV fdll I ‘Jfj if you count God’s 
blessings you will never [be able to] enumerate them 3 to 
comprehend (19:93^) l-i. jsi He has comprehended 

them and counted them exactly 4 to bear; keep count of (73:20) ‘al 

jiaj 4jllj 4 y. JiJll (jo 21j| ^>£u 2£j 

(jlc-jkl (jo jlou U Ijijali JoSjit 0 y ."(ji jl ^ [Prophet] 

your Lord knows that you [sometimes] stay up [praying] nearly 
two thirds of the night, and [sometimes] half the night, and 
[sometimes] a third of the night—as do a party of those with you— 
it is God who determines the [division of] night and day—He 
knows that you will not bear it [staying up all night] (or, 
maintains all of it [the hours of the night]) and He has relented 
towards you, so recite as much of the Qur’an as is feasible. 

lydJi (2) '’ahsa [elat.] more/most capable of calculating or 
reckoning or working out (18:12) Uol ^ p 

l"4o! Ijii then We woke them that We may know which of the two 
parties was better able to calculate the period they had remained 
[in the cave[. 

j/l4 =/C h-d-r urban areas, a community settled around a water 
source; to be present, to be at home, adjacency to water; to bring, 
to fetch; to lie down dying, hardship, strife. Of this root, nine 
forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: hadara seven times; 
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'j^\ '’ahdara twice; '’uhdira once; hadir once; 
hadirl once; hadiratun twice; muhdar once; aj’jd=^ 

muhdarun nine times and muhtadar once. 

hadara u [v. trans.] 1 to attend, to witness, to be present 
at (4:8) ^ "f>Aj5jj'j Jj4Si:44rj jiJ |jjj and if 

[other] kinsmen, orphans or the poor attend the distribution, 
make provision for them out of it [the estate7 2 to approach, to 
come to (2:133) cUjJI 'j4m. jj il'44 J*! were you there to 

bear witness when death came to Jacob? 

^ahdara [v. IV, trans.] 1 to bring, to cause to be present 
(19:68) Jp- (jjLliillj ^4^1)4^01 4£jja so by your 

Lord We will gather them together with the devils, and set them 
around Hell kneeling 2 to put forward, to bring about, to submit 
(81:12-13) clfdJ U cddc. cjiTjl lijj and when Paradise is 
brought near; then every soul will know what it has brought 
about. 

dhdira [pass, of doubly trans v. IV] to be brought 
*(4:128) 'o^\ idjpdzJ'j human souls are ever prone to 

stinginess [lit. stinginess is brought close to souls^. 

hadir [act. part.; pi. hadirum, fern. 

hadiratun] 1 present, there close at hand (18:49) IjLi- U 

and they will find what they did, there [in front of them] 2 
ready, current, in hand (2:283) 4j fjid ’J 

Uy! Lpuia but if the merchandise is there and you 

hand it over, there is no blame on you if you do not write it down 
3 residing at, a resident of (2:196) [yk 

this applies to those whose family is not residing near the Sacred 
Mosque 4 adjacent to, bordering on, by (7:163) fp- J4iLrj 

ckUl jj jdA s'j^lk cjjlS and ask them about the township 

by the sea; how its people used to break the Sabbath. 

j4ai»4 muhdar [pass, part.; pi. muhdarun] 1 that which 

is brought (3:30) Ijkkko Jp. cjLc. U ^ jk 'fji on the Day 
when every soul finds all the good it has done brought [before it] 
2 brought there, made ready (36:75) ik ^4^ [kj (jjkkjlk V 

they cannot help them although they are for them an 
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army made ready 3 to be handed over, to be taken (37:57) ^ Vjlj 
ejjSl Jij had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I 
would also have been one of those taken to Hell. 

muhtadar [pass, part./v. n.] that which is attended, 
witnessed or that which is taken in turns (54:28) ‘j 

"f4jS and instruct them: the water is to be shared 
between them—each drinking is to be attended [by those whose 
turn it is (or, each drinking side shall come to the water on their 
day in turn)]. 

(j^/o^/C h-d-d foot of a mountain, depth, bottom of a valley; to 
incite, to encourage, to urge. Of this root, two forms occur three 
times in the Qur’an: yahudd twice and tahaddun 

once. 

yahudd [imperf. of v. hadda, trans.] to urge, to 
instigate, to encourage (69:34) V j he never 

encouraged feeding the poor. 

tahaddun [imperf. of v. VI tahadda, with prefix 
^ elided] to urge one another, to encourage one another (89:18) 
(jjSlitdl (jjliaUnj V'j and you do not urge one another to feed 

the poor. 

h-t-b firewood, to gather wood for burning, fuel; to gossip. 
Of this root, hatab occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

tjiaa. hatab [coll, n.] firewood, fuel (72:15) I jjl4a dj 

but for those who are unjust, they are firewood for Helk, 
*(111:4) t.ihk'l interpreted as either a gossip monger, or, one 
who carries thorny wood and throws it in the road frequented by 
the Prophet and his companions [lit. the firewood-carrier). 

h~t-t to take down, to reduce, alleviation, reduction, relief, kL?. 
hittatun, classified by philologists under this root, is variously 
described as being of Hebrew, Nabatean, Syriac or of unknown 
origin. Of this root, hittatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

hittatun [n./v. n.] forgiveness, putting off [of sins]. 



unloading (2:58) Ijkjlj loc-j ^^Ijla ijj 

•^UUai. "j^ I jljsj r42« s-iUI remember when we said, ‘Enter 
this town and eat freely there as you will, but enter its gate 
humbly and say, “[We beg] for relief [unload us of our sins[’”, 
then We shall forgive you your sins. 

h-t-m to break, to shatter, to crush; fragment, piece; wreckage, 
debris; a cruel person; a glutton; severe. Of this root, three forms 
occur six times in the Qur’an: Jdid yahtim once; hutam three 
times and hutamatun twice. 

yahtim [imperf. v., trans.] to crush, smash up, break into 
small pieces (27:18) i] V 

tjj’jkdu V ants!, go into your homes, lest Solomon and his hosts 
crush you while they are unaware. 

hutam [coll, n.; pi. of. n. 'dA^hutmatun] wreckage, debris, 
smithereens (56:65) 'ciJ^ IdLLk iukaJ iUSj "ji if We willed. We 
could turn it [your harvest] into debris, and leave you wailing. 

A-aiak hutamatun [intens. act. part.] crusher, smasher, an epithet 
of Hellfire (104:4) no indeed!, he will be thrust 

into the Crusher! 

j/'^/C enclosure, animal pen, barn, to fence in; to prohibit; ban. 
Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: jjlkko 
mah^ur and muhta^ir. 

jjlakj mah^ur [pass, part.] limited, prevented, stopped, 
restricted (17:20) '4j 'd'4 Uj '4j ]> id 

I jjlikk to both. We give of your Lord’s bounty, your Lord’s bounty 
is not restricted. 

jlajki muhta^ir [act. part.] one who has/takes/constructs an 
enclosure for animals; animal fodder (54:31) <4-^ ^ 

jkkkll sVfj We sent a single cry against them, and they 

became like dry sticks of a pen-builder. 

luck, good fortune, a fortunate person; a share, an 
allocation. Of this root, ^ h-^-i occurs seven times in the 
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Qur’ an. 

[n.] 1 share, portion (4:11) Ji- to the 

male is the like of the share of two females 2 luck, good fortune 
(28:79) jii kij (jjjli '^J U (jlo ui if only we had the 

like of what Qdrun has been given: he really has good fortune. 

h-f-d briskness; to care for, to aid; entourage, household; 
daughters, extended family, grandchildren, in-laws, family 
lineage. Of this root, hafadatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

5.iik hafadatun [pi. of n./act. part. jiUa. hafid] 1 grandchildren, 
offspring, in-laws generally (in an interpretation of 16:72) l!*^j 

soto-j jji and He has given you through your spouses 

children and grandchildren 2 daughters (in another interpretation 
of 16:72) s'jto-j tjji l54.j and He has given you 

through your spouses sons and daughters. 

h-f-r hoof; to dig, to carve, to engrave, hole in the ground, 
pit; to expose; to return to the original state, a former state; to 
emaciate. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 
s'jak hufratun and hdfiratun. 

i'jk hufratun [n.] pit (3:103) jUll ijL till 

and you were on the brink of a pit of the Fire and He saved you 
from it. 

SjsIa hdfiratun [n./act. part, fern.] original state, original or 
former condition (79:10-11) US lu! fjilkJI ^ 'ijjjfSJJ Us! 
s'j^ they say, ‘What?, shall we be brought back to the original 
state [life], after we have turned into decayed bones?’ 

h-f-^ to keep, to preserve, to maintain; to remember, to learn, 
to internalise; to guard, to protect; to entrust, custodian; to be 
attentive, to be constant; to anger, grudge, rancour. Of this root, 
10 forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: ^4=- hafi^a five times; 

yuhdfiiun four times; 1 jhjku.) ^istuhfi^u once; hify three 
times; ^414. hdfii twice; eijUiilU. hafiidt twice; uj^'4- hdfiiun 10 
times; <Ui4. hafadatun once; hafii 11 times and kijikU mahfui 
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twice. 

hafi^a a [v. trans.] 1 to guard (15:17) 
and We guarded it from every outcast devil, *(24:30) 
j'ja to guard their chastity (or, to guard against commiting any 
sin) [lit. guard their private parts, or, to guard all their bodily 
orifices]', *(5:89) Ijiiaki either be true to your oaths or, do 
not be too liberal in taking an oath [lit. guard/keep your oaths] 2 
to take care of (12:65) hU-l Jiikj'j UEkl ja^'j we will get provisions 
for our household and we will take care of our brother. 

yuhdfii [imperf. of v. Ill hafa^a, intrans. with prep. 
(^] to he constant at, to he mindful of, to keep up (6:92) 
and they maintain their prayer. 

,ij hstuhfi^a [pass, of v. X ^istahfa^a] to be 

entrusted to preserve, to be made to guard (5:44) I Lu 

fdll in accordance with that part of the Book of God which they 
were entrusted to preserve. 

laik hify [v. n./n.] 1 the act of guarding, keeping watch, 
protecting (37:6-7) Ujj Uj 

jjU We have adorned the sky with stars, and with protection 
against every rebellious devil 2 preserving, maintaining 
(2:255) iijjj Sfj L 4 =jVrj His throne 

embraces the heavens and the earth; preserving them both does 
not weary Him. 

HA^hafii [act. part.; pi. masc. hafi^um, pi. fern. cjUialk 

hdfi^dt] 1 one who guards, keeps watch over, keeper (12:64) 
Uialk God is the best guardian', *(12:81) t-jjill lj£ U wc 

could not guard against the unforeseen', *(4:34) tjill true 

to their husbands in their absence, guarding their fidelity [lit. 
guarding during the absence', or, the secrets of her husband] 2 
one who preserves, maintains (15:9) ^ Ujj jkill UTjj Uj 

We, it is, who have sent down the Remembrance, and We, 
Ourselves, are guarding it. 

hafiz [intens. act. part.; pi. hafazatun] 1 keeper, 
guardian (6:104) ' u2a oa 

U U'j clear proof has come to you from your Lord: so 



whoever sees [clearly], it is for his own [gain]; and whoever 
becomes blind [to it[, it is to his own [loss-Say], 7 am not your 
keeper’ 2 comprehensive, preserving (50:4) 'o-=ajj U llat aa 
LjtS Uxx.'j We know what the earth diminishes from them: 
with Us is a record preserving [everything[ 3 constant, 
preserving, diligent, attentive, heedful (50:32) Jjl Jss jj U li* 
this is what you were promised-this is for every penitent and 
heedful one 4 watchful (42:6) ji I> I j 

JjS'jj cjjl U'j as for those who take protectors other than Him, 
God is watching over them; you are not responsible for them 5 
protector, guard; recorder (6:61) 1)^'^' j* j 

loLij dU- '4 cs^a. He is the Supreme Master over His 

subjects. He sends out recorders/protectors to watch over you 
until, when death comes to any of you. Our messengers claim 
him. 

lajikj mahfu^ [pass, part.] 1 guarded, secured (21:32) 

Ui and We made the sky a well-secured canopy 2 
well-kept, maintained (85:22) pji [written[ on a 

protected, or guarded Tablet. 

h-f-f sides of a mountain; entourage; to surround, to 
encompass; to clip, to trim, edges; paucity of food. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: Uaia. hafafnd and ojaUi. 
haffin. 

hajfa u [v. trans.] to encircle, to surround (18:32) 
li-jj I'lVir . k j UoAljiikj UoAjkSf for oue of them 

We made two gardens of grape vines, surrounded them with date 
palms and grew between them planted fields. 

hdjjtn [pi. of act. part. hdjf\ encircling, surrounding 
(39:75) "^j Jja. Qjila. and you see 

the angels encircling the Throne, proclaiming the praise of their 
Lord. 

h-f-w/y condition of chafing, abrading or wearing out of 
feet, particularly of camel hooves, caused by long travel barefoot 
in the hot desert, barefootedness; to strip bare, to scrape off, to 



trim; to welcome, to be gracious; to dispute; to exact, to harass; to 
be knowledgeable. Of this root, two forms occur three times in 
the Qur’an: ^J^yuhfi once and ^ hafiyy twice. 

yuhfi [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to press, to importune, to 
exhort, to put pressure on (47:37) I"^4#^ '4 "jj if he were 
to ask you for them [your possessions] and put pressure on you, 
you would be niggardly. 

hafiyy [quasi-act. part.] 1 kind, caring, welcoming, 
gracious (19:47) kij I will beg my Lord to 

forgive you—He is always gracious to me 2 knowledgeable (also 
said to mean solicitous) (7:187) 'Sx. Uj] J5 41jtk jl!l4 

fdll they ask you as if you are knowledgeable about it [the Hour] 
[also interpreted as: as if you must be eager to find out] say, 
‘Knowledge of it is only with God. ’ 

v/j/c h-q-b retention of urine; to store, to collect; saddlebag; long 
space of time, year, span of eighty years. Of this root, two forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: huqub and s-ilik! '’ahqdb. 

tjik huqub [either a variant of sing. n. LSsL huqb or its plural] a 
year/years (18:60) Gk ‘J cy] I will not 

desist [from journeying] until I reach the place where the two 
seas meet, even if I go on for ages. 

LjUkI ^ahqdb [pi. of n. k-iak huqb] long period of time, years, 
eighty years (78:23) Ulik! (jiV to stay in it for a long, long 
time. 

'-“/j/C curved elongated sand dune, to curve, to turn, base of 

a mountain. Of this root, ‘’al-^’ahqdf occurs once in the 

Qur’ an. 

tiUkVl '’al-'’ahqdf [proper n.] the region inhabited by the 
people of ‘’ad, said to be located either near Ta^if or Hadramawt 
in Arabia and marked by high sand dunes (46:21) jj fic. "jkjlj 
ijlikSfLi ’■Clfi 'fd mention the brother of [the tribe of] ‘'dd-when he 
warned his people among the sand dunes', * UilikVl name of Sura 
46, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 2 to 
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the "Sand Dunes’ where the people of ‘^ad used to live. 

j/j/C the socket into which the head of the thigh bone fits; 

(of camels) to reach maturity; centre; truth, to be sure; to verify, 
to give someone their dues, to deserve; calamity, affliction; to 
dispute, to prove a point, an argument. Of this root, eight forms 
occur 268 times in the Qur’an: ja. haqqa 18 times; jk huqqa 
twice; yuhiqq four times; dstahaqqa twice; ^ haqq 247 
times; jkl ^ahaqq 10 times; ^j^haqlq 11 times and 'dd^haqqatun 
three times. 

Ja. haqqa i [v. intrans.] 1 to become just, suitable, applicable 
right, fitting, deserved (17:16) IU'j-f ‘J Uj'J Ijj'j 

IjAojj l.Aljj!o'aa Jjsll and if We desire to destroy a 

township, We command those of its inhabitants who are living at 
ease, and they commit abominations in it, so the word [of doom] 
becomes just [deserved] against it and We destroy it utterly 2 to 
become necessitated, to be realised, to come true (32:13) Jjill ja 
tjjjwki (jiUll'j My word has come true-I shall 

fill Hell with jinn and men together 3 to become true of, to take 
firm hold of (16:36) "!> some of 

them, God guided; and some were those upon whom error took 
firm hold. 

Ja huqqa [pass, v.] to be made to follow a command, a norm, 
or a system (84:1-2) euakj ejs4ul iUUl lij when the sky is 

ripped apart, and submits to its Lord as it is obliged. 

(jau yuhiqq [imperf. of v. IV, t>.! ^ahaqqa trans.] to cause to 
manifest, to cause to overcome, to confirm, to establish, to 
ascertain, to attest (8:7) jj'j ‘j ^11 djjj 

and God willed to establish the truth according to His Words and 
cut off the roots of the disbelievers. 

Jaiu) Hstahaqqa [v. X, trans.] to deserve, to merit, to qualify 
for (5:107) J but if it is 

discovered that these two have merited [the accusation of[ a sin 
[i.e. perjured themselves], then two others should replace them. 

Ja haqq I [n.] 1 recognized share, claim, right, privilege 



(70:24) j JjUJJ ^t 3 ^ ^J and those in whose 
possessions is a recognised right for the beggar and the deprived 
2 justification (3:112) ^4 Jpu iliuVl (jj^j cind killed the prophets 
with no justification 3 duty, dues (6:141) ^ Ijjt'j 'fid ljj ^fi^ I jlk 
ojU^ 50 oaf of their fruit, when they bear fruit, and pay its 
dues [the poor’s share] on the day of harvesting it 4 correct 
argument, just claim (24:49) aytoo 5 uij Ijjt ‘cfii bjj but if 

they have a just claim, they come to him submissively 5 truth 
(2:42) 'dfi^ ‘fd'j Ij^j Ijli^ Vj do not mix truth 

with falsehood, or hide the truth when you know it 6 liability 
(2:282) (^j jkJI ^ and let the one with the 

liability [the debtor] dictate, and let him fear God, his Lord 7 
[always with the definite article] an attribute of God (22:6) >41 j 

jA this is [so] because God is the Truth II [quasi-act. 
part.] 1 true (3:62) jliJI li* fil this is the true account 2 

real (51:23) 'j-J Lj'j'ja by the Lord of the heavens 

and earth! It is real, as real as fiour speaking III [adverbially] 1 
truly (8:4) "^j 4^ those are the 

believers truly, for them are degrees with their Lord 2 as it should 
be, as it ought to be (3:102) you who 

believe, be mindful of God, as is His due 3 as a duty incumbent 
upon (2:236) >-jjjjt41lj li-llo Ojoa ifi^ ific. [jAjkloj 

[jjijklll ^Jc. make provision for them, the rich according to his 
means and the poor according to his, in a fair manner; as a duty 
incumbent upon those who do good. 

^ahaqq [elat.] 1 more/most worthy, deserving (5:107) 
fij Gu'j 1441 fdllj let them swear by God, ‘Our 

testimony is more worthy [of being accepted] than theirs’ 2 [used 
in the sense of act. part.] having more/most right to do, more/most 
worthy of doing (2:228) ‘fi^ cin Vj ffifi ^512 djlalLldlj 

(3^^ ifi <jj dirfidj 4 JII (jli. U 34 ^ 

I jirJ "(jj 411j IjA-ijj divorced women must wait for three 
monthly periods [before remarrying], and, if they really believe 
in God and the Last Day, it is not lawful for them to conceal what 
God has created in their wombs [pregnancy]: and their husbands 
are [more] entitled to take them back (or, more worthy of taking 
them back) during this period provided they wish to put things 
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right. 

haqiq [quasi-act/pass, part.] befitting, incumbent upon, 
worthy of (7:105) Vj J7 ‘j Jc. jjia. I am duty-bound 

(or, I am disposed) to say nothing about God but the truth. 

AiUJ) ^al-hdqqatu [act. part. fern, functioning as a proper noun] 
that which sorts out truth from falsehood; that which is inevitable 
(an epithet of the Day of Judgement) (69:3) U ai jj! Uj what 
will explain to you what the inevitable Hour is] * name of 
Sura 69, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verses 1-3 to the "Inevitable Hour". 

h-k-m bit of a bridle; to curb, to restrain; to govern, to control; 
to judge between, to sentence, to express an opinion, to arbitrate; 
wisdom, knowledge; to tighten, to fortify; to recognize. Of this 
root, 14 forms occur 209 times in the Qur’an: hakama 45 

times; yuhakkimun twice; yuhkim once; ^uhkima 

once; 1 yatahdkamu once; ^ hukm 30 times; hakam 
three times; hdkimln four times; }.\Sk hukkdm once; 

hikmatun 20 times; hakim 97 times; '’ahkam twice; 
muhkamatun once and ejUSki muhkamdt once. 

^ hakama u [v. intrans.] 1 to pass judgement, to judge 
between, to decide a case (4:58) Jidh I ‘J 0^141 'ciki |jjj 
and when you judge between people, judge with justice 2 to 
arbitrate (21:78) ^ eukij jj 4 

and [remember] David and Solomon, when they arbitrated 
regarding the field into which sheep strayed by night and grazed 
3 to form an opinion, to conclude, to judge (68:36) uis U 
what is the matter with you, how can you reach such a 
conclusion? 4 to decree, to ordain, to command (5:1) k ‘jj 

ijjl God ordains what He will 5 to find a solution, to decide 
(12:80) j^oSlkil jAj ^.Skj ji jib "jii 

never will I leave this land until my father gives me leave or God 
decides for me; He is the best of deciders. 

yuhakkim [imperf. of v. 11 hakkama, trans.] to make 
someone judge, to choose someone to arbitrate, to entrust 




someone with judgement, to ask someone to judge or arbitrate 
(4:65) V 4£jj 5\i but no, by your 

Lord, they will not [truly] believe until they make you the judge in 
what has erupted between them. 

yuhkim [imperf. of v. IV '’ahkama, trans.] to protect, 
to affirm (22:52) yjQ't- p U but God 

annuls what Satan insinuates and then God ajfirms His 
revelations. 

'’uhkima [pass. v. IV] to be perfected, affirmed (II:I) 

"(jil ejLi>a ^ kiUi iitaSkI [this is] a Scripture whose 
verses are perfected, then set out clearly, from One who is all 
wise, all aware. 

JkSUiu yatahdkam [imperf of v VI intrans. with prep, (^j] to 
agree mutually to bring a dispute before a chosen judge (4:60) 
5 U I j'jikj ‘j Ioa'j pjc-Uall I "J (jjjjJ they want to bring 
their disputes to idols for judgement, although they have been 
ordered to reject them. 

hukm [n.] 1 wisdom, sound judgement (3:79) "J j44 (jlk U 
aIII f t ii is not 

for any person to whom God gives the Scripture, wisdom and 
prophethood, ever to say to people, ‘Be my servants/worshippers 
apart from God’ 2 ordinance, constitution (13:37) iUTjji 

in this way We have sent down the Qur’an as an ordinance 
in the Arabic language 3 practices, customs, norms (5:50) 

'oyfi do they want judgement according to the customs of 

the time of pagan ignorance? 4 verdict, decision (13:41) V 
pSkl God judges; none reverse His verdict 5 article of law, 
verdict, legal judgement of a case (5:43) 

<111 144 how can they come to you for judgement when they 

have the Torah with God’s judgement 6 will, scheme of things, 
wisdom, law (68:48) Pjkll [jS Vj 41u'j so 

[Prophet] patiently submit to your Lord’s will: do not be like the 
fellow of the whale 1 rule, judgement as to what is right or wrong, 
responsibility (12:40) Piill 411i iQ Vj Ijpu v! >! 5 ^ Vj f all 
command belongs only to God, He ordained that you worship 




none but Him: that is the true faith 8 realm, kingdom, domain, 
government (18:26) ^ Vj U they 

have no one, other than Him, as a protector; and He allows no 
one to share in His realm. 

^ hakam [quasi-pass./act. part.] arbitrator, arbiter, judge 
(4:35) I jiSuli bj j if you fear a 

breach between the two, appoint one arbiter from his family and 
one from hers. 

hakimln [pi. of act. part. ^14. hakim] 1 judges, arbitrators 
(7:87) jAj UjI <111 I then be patient till 

God judges between us. He is the best of all judges 2 one who 
decides (12:80) jAj kill j! ^J\ J (jit '^j1\ yi 

ywSUJI never will I leave this land until my father gives me leave 
or God judges for me; He is the best of deciders. 

hukkdm [pi. of act. part, hakim and ^ hakam] either 
judges or rulers (2:188) j.l4kjl yi 14 ^ I jdj dkliu I jikij Vj 

‘fjij J'^i I> liy I do not consume [each 

other’s] property among yourselves wrongfully, nor use it to 
bribe judges/rulers, intending sinfully and knowingly to usurp 
parts of other people’s property. 

hikmatun [n.] wisdom, prudence (4:113) 's-it$ll <111 Jjjfj 
[jSj U dLSc.j and God has sent down upon you the 

Book and the Wisdom, and taught you that which you did not 
know. 

hakim [quasi-act. part] 1 wise (44:4) jl«i j'ji 144 fa 
night] when every matter of wisdom is made distinct 2 an 
attribute of God, the Wise (3:6) jj>jl j* VI ^1 V there is no 
God but He, the Mighty, the Wise. 

^ahkam [elat.] more/most wise (95:8) 't>4Ujl (»kkL yil 
is God not the wisest of rulers/judges?! 

Akskk muhkamatun [pass. part, fern; pi. ejUSkk muhkamdt] 1 (as 
opposed to eijl^jLluk mutashdbihdt resembling one another, alike 
(q.v.)) admitting of a single interpretation, free of ambiguity, 
precise (3:7) >fj ^b$il ku L.bil jy! (^il '> 
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it is He who has sent this Book down to you, in which are 
verses definite in meaning-these are the essence of the Book-and 
others are ambiguous/allegorical 2 it may also mean non- 
abrogated, decisive or clearly worded; such interpretations are 
possible in (47i20) SjjL iijjjl lili SjjL Vjj Ijiols. Jjij 

t> ^ jij '^4 jSij 

the believers say, ‘If only a sura were to be revealed!’ Yet 
when a clearly worded sura is revealed, and fighting is mentioned 
in it, you see those in whose hearts is sickness looking at you 
[Prophet] with the look of one fainting because of [the approach 
of] death. 


h-l-f to be solid; an oath, to swear, to take an oath; to become 
an ally, to enter into an alliance, an alliance. Of this root, two 
forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: uja. halafa 12 times and 
halldf once. 

tila, halafa i [v. intrans. with which is often elided] to 
swear, to take an oath (9:56) ■j4jj uj^j (^nd they swear by 
God that they belong with yow, *(58:14) they 

swear to the truthfulness of a falsehood [lit. they swear on the 
lying]. 

<-fcU, halldf[intcns. act. part.] one given to too much swearing, 
one who takes oaths too easily and too often (68:10) V j 

and do not yield to any contemptible swearer. 

(j/6/z h-l-q throat; circle, to encircle; to fly, to hover, to circle in the 
air; to peel off, to shave off hair; famine. Of this root, two forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: (jLij tahliq and muhalliqln. 

Jlaj tahliq [imperf. of v. jla halaqa, trans.] to shave off, to 
shave (2:196) I V'j Do not shave your 

heads until the offering has reached its place of sacrifice. 

muhalliqln [pi. of intens. act. part, muhalliq] ones 
having their hair shaved (48:27) "(jj 

j you shall indeed enter the Sacred Mosque, if 
God wills, secure, having your heads shaven or cropped. 
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h-l-q-m throat, gullet, windpipe; extreme ends, dates ripe at 
one end. Of this root, hulqum occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

hulqum [n.] throat, gullet, windpipe (56:83) pil lij Vjla 
if only when it [the soul of a dying person] comes up to his 
throat. 

J/J/^ h-l-l locale, residing area, township; stopping place, way 
station; to unpack, to come down, to take up residence, to 
terminate one’s travelling; to become permissihle, to become free, 
spouse; to untie, to solve; to dissolve; to deserve. Of this root, 
nine forms occur 52 times in the Qur’an: l&- halla 14 times; L&-i 
'’ahalla 11 times; ^uhilla nine times; lK hill five times; lW4- 
haldl six times; hald^il once; tahillatun once; mahill 
three times and muhill twice. 

halla I [imperf l!?4 yahill v. intrans. with —1] 1 [jur.] to be 
or become religiously lawful, permissible, allowable (4:19) 

1a jS IjjjM "(jl V Ijxoli (jjjJI you who believe, it is not 

lawful for you to inherit women against their will 2 [with to 
become deserved, to become inevitable; to fall upon (in the main 
reading of the occurrences in verses 11:39; 20:81; 20:86; 39:40) 
(20:86) ^cJ 

did my presence amongst you become a distant memory to you? 
or, was my being away too long for you? [lit. did my being 
amongst you seem too distant (for you)?] or did you desire that 
anger from God befall you, so you broke your promise to me? II 
[imperf Jkj yahull] 1 [v. trans.] to untie, to release, to free, to 
undo, to loosen (20:27) ^^l-J I> s'jak jLfj and loosen a knot from 
my tongue 2 [v. intrans.] a) [jur.] to become free of religious 
obligations of the pilgrimage (5:2) lij'j but when you 

have quitted [the state of] the pilgrimage sanctity, you may hunt 
b) to alight, to ascend (13:31)^ jli I ' jJ^ Jli 'Ij 

jfj llija Jkj ji as for those who disbelieve, disaster will not 
cease to strike them, or fall close to their homes, because of what 
they do c) [with (_ylt] (in a variant reading of the occurrences in 
verses 11:39; 20:81; 20:86; 39:40) to come upon, to fall upon 
(20:86) "J ‘^j'J ).! JLLa'i was my 
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absence too long for you?, or did you desire that anger from God 
befall you? 

'’ahalla [v. IV] I [trans.] 1 to make something religiously 
permissible, make lawful (7:157) 

who makes lawful to them good things, and makes unlawful to 
them bad things 2 pur.] to violate the sanctity of religious 
obligations <111 jjljui 1 jLu V (jjill I^jIIj you who believe, do not 
violate God’s rites II [doubly trans.] to cause someone to take an 
abode (14:28) Jj2l I 1',^ 5011 ^ I jk Jj 'y •^\ have 

you given thought to those who exchange God’s favour for 
ingratitude and cause their people to end up in the home of utter 
ruin. 

Ja) ^uhilla [v. pass.] to be made religiously allowable (5:5) 

today all good things have been made lawful for 

you. 

hill I [quasi-act. part.] one who is residing in a place, a 
resident (as in one interpretation of verse 90:2) iOl and 

you [Prophet] are an inhabitant of this city II [quasi-pass, part] 
[jur.] being religiously lawful, allowable (60:10) 

‘cfl 'ojLj Vj )41 J?-7 jU^I 5ti and if you conclude 

that they are believers, do not send them back to the disbelievers: 
they are not lawful [as wives] for them, nor do the disbelievers] 
make lawful [husbands] for them. 

haldl [v. n./n. in apposition] [jur.] that which is religiously 
allowable, lawful or permissible (the opposite of hardm 
(q.v.)) (16:116) ;.5ru.,l! U Tj 

LjiSlI do not describe the falsehood your tongues utter, 

[saying], ‘This is lawful and that is forbidden’, inventing a lie 
about God. 

JS14. halcPil [pi. n./quasi-pass. part halll and 

halllatun] a spouse, a lawful wife or husband (4:23) 

‘ijx. (jjjJI and the wives of your begotten sons who are of 
your loins. 

tahillatun [n.; v. n.] dissolving, annulling, releasing, 
expiating (66:2) [>41 Aill aa God has ordained a way 




for you [believers] to release you from [such of] your oaths. 

mahill [n. of place or time] the place and/or the time where 
something beeomes lawful, permissible, the eorreet plaee/time 
(22:33) p then their correct place of sacrifice is 

near the ancient House. 

tS?>^ muhill [aet. part.] [jur.] one who violates what God has 
made as haram, forbidden, religiously unlawful; or one who 
treats something as religiously lawful, or permissible (5:1) jjc- 
not considering as permissible killing game 
while you are in the state of the pilgrimage sanctity. 

h-l-m dream, to dream, to have wet dreams, to attain puberty; 
to gain wisdom, to be patient, elemeney; a sensible person; 
nipple, a young goat. Of this root, three forms oeeur 24 times in 
the Qur’an: ^ hulum twiee; ^ahldm four times and ^ halTm 
18 times. 

^ hulum [v. n./n.] dream, wet dream *(24:58) jikll I jii) ]4 
those who have not reached or attained puberty [lit. the ones who 
have not yet attained wet dreams]. 

"ahldm I [pi. of n. jik hulm and jik hulum] dreams (12:44) 
[jjJUj U we are not knowledgeable in the 

interpretation of dreams', *(12:44) djiilia! muddled, jumbled 
dreams [lit. stalks of dreams] II [pi. of nominalised v.n. ji?. hilm] 
rationality, sensibility, intelligenee, reason, mind (52:30-2) 
JJk’jklj does their reason really tell them to 
do this, or are they simply insolent people? 

^ hatim [intens. aet. part.] 1 forbearing, patient, sensible, 
prudent (11:75) k-ujk l\‘j ^2^ hi for Abraham was 

forbearing, tender-hearted and devout 2 an attribute of God 
(4:12) ^ God is All-Knowledgeable, All-Forbearing. 

h-l-w/y ornament, jewellery, to adorn, to graee; dowry, 
gratuity; sweet, to sweeten, to enjoy. Of this root, three forms 
oeeur nine times in the Qur’an: IjL hullii four times; ^ hilyatun 
four times and ^ huliyy onee. 



hulliya [pass, of v. II halla, doubly trans.] to be 
ornamented, decorated, adorned with (76:21) 
and they will be adorned with bracelets of silver. 

hilyatun [coll, n./n.; pi. ‘JL hulliyy] adornment, 
ornamentation, jewellery/ piece of jewellery (16:14) j* j 

IIjjia UokJ 4x0 Ijlstil j4jll He it is who 
subjected the sea to you that you may eat from it fresh flesh and 
bring out from it ornaments you wear, *(43:18) 4^1 ^ 
little girls [lit. one who is brought up in/wearing jewellery]. 

^ ha mlm two letters initiating the seven suras from numbers 40 to 
46, known as ‘the family of Ha mlm’ J); they are also more 
commonly known as '’al-hawdmim j^l), a designation 
described by ’al-Jawhari, as quoted in Lisdn '’al-‘'arab, as ‘not 
from the idiom of the Arabs’. For various opinions regarding the 
meaning of such letters in the Qur’an (see jll ^alif-ldm-rdy, * ^ 
and name of Sura 41, Meccan sura. It derives its name 

from a combination of its initial letters together with the kneeling 
referred to in verse 37, also called (see dltyal^ f-?-l) It 
should be distinguished from Sura 32 which is called s4?Ul. 

Vf/c h-m-'’ stinking black mud, (of a well) to accumulate such mud, 
to dredge; to be angry, in-laws. Of this root, two forms occur four 
times in the Qur’an: hama^ three times and 4^ hamb’atun 

once. 

tia, hama'’ [n.] stinking black mud (15:33) j42 akl-V J'i 
‘ijx. JlxaLa ‘ijx. kali, and he answered, ‘It is not befitting for 
me to bow to a mortal You created from clay formed of stinking 
black mud. ’ 

hamYatun (also read as ^14. hdmiyatun) [quasi-act. part, 
fern.] foul, muddy, murky, stinking mud (18:86) ^ 

4i«k Qjc. until when he reached the 

setting-place/time of the sun, he found it set into a murky pool. 

V(*/C h-m-d praise, praiseworthy, to commend, to find to be 
praiseworthy. Of this root, seven forms occur 68 times in the 



Qur’an: I yuhmadu once; hamd 43 times; hamidun 
once; j mahmud once; hamld 17 times; ’4^? '’ahmad once 
and 444 Muhammad four times. 

jAj yuhmad [imperf. of pass. v. 4«k humida] to be praised, to 
be commended (3:188) U<u I j4ok^ "J and they love to 

be praised for what they have not done. 

A«a. hamd [n./v. n.] praise (1:2) 0*41411 Vj ;dl 44aJI Praise 
belongs to God, Lord of the Worlds. 

hamidun [pi. of act. part. 1«14. hamid] those who praise 
(9:112) 'oj4«'441 (jj^ljll those who repent, those who 

worship, those who praise Him. 

mahmud [pass, part.] praised, exalted, praiseworthy 
(17:79) li14lio d£fj ‘j it may be that your Lord may 
elevate you to a [highly] praised status. 

jx«a. hamld [quasi-pass./act part.] worthy of great praise, an 
attribute of God (31:12) ^ 4111 [jli God is All-sufficient, 

worthy of all praise. 

jAi '’ahmad [elat.; proper name] most praiseworthy; one of the 
names of the Prophet Muhammad (61:6) o* jL 
44.1 4441 and bringing good news of a messenger to follow me 
whose name will be ^ahmad. 

Muhammad [intens. pass, part.; proper name] one worthy 
of much and constant praise; name of the Prophet (48:29) 444 
^1 Jj4'j Muhammad is the Messenger of God', * -444 name of 
Sura 47, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verse 2 to the "Prophet Muhammad’’. 

h-m-r redness, to dye or colour red; (of a person) to be fair in 
colour; to be difficult; donkey; big boulders; to scrape off, to flay. 
Of this root, four forms occur six times in the Qur’an: jU*. himdr 
twice; j44 humur once; j*4. hamir twice and 144 humr once. 

1)U^ himdr [n., pi. j44 humur and hamir] donkey, ass, 
zebra (74:50) i'jsLL "JA. they are like stampeding zebras. 




>«a. humr [pi. of quasi-act. part, '’ahmar] red (35:27) 't>j 
ijlo Ltufjc-j "JA-j iak and [consider as well] 

in the mountains are tracks/layers of white and red of various 
hues, and jet black. 

h-m-l load, burden, to bear, to carry; to bear up, to sustain; 
animals of burden; to take up, to carry off; to become angry, to 
charge; to depart, a camel’s litter; to forebear; to conceive a child, 
pregnancy, to fruit; a lamb. Of this root, 12 forms occur 64 times 
in the Qur’an: hamala 37 times; JA humila four times; 

tuhammil once; hummila four times; ^ihtamala three 
times; haml seven times; '’ahmdl once; J®?- himl three 
times; hdmilin once; hamildt 11 times; 

hammdlatun once and ^jka. hamulatun once. 

tSkk hamala i I [v. intrans. with prep. <^] to attack, to charge, 
to drive away (7:176) "J ^ JAj ijj 'dLa so 

his likeness is as the likeness of a dog, if you attack him, he pants 
[with his tongue out] and if you leave him alone, he pants [with 
his tongue out] II [v. trans.] 1 to carry (12:36) Jli'j 

jja Jka-i and the other said, 7 saw myself carrying on my 
head bread’ 2 to contain (6:146) li'jk j ja2l (>j 

iijLa. U and of cattle and sheep. We forbade them their fat, 
except what their backs contain 3 to incur, to commit (20:111) 
LjU. aa'j ^0 jk’jll cddj faces will become humbled 
[or downcast] before the Living, Eternal One; and those who 
carry [the burden of having committed] injustice will meet with 
failure 4 to assume responsibility, to undertake, to shoulder 
(33:72) (jakilj 1 g J j^Jc. kjUoSfl Uliajc. UJ 

(jUjVI We offered the trust to the heavens, the earth and 

the mountains, yet they refused to carry it and were afraid of it; 
but man shouldered it 5 to provide a mount for (9:92) jjil fj 
U VI V cjla kTjjl U Ijj nor [is there blame attached] 
to those who, whenever they came for you [Prophet] to mount 
them, you said, 7 cannot find anything I can mount you on’ 6 to 
load upon, to lay upon, to burden (2:286) IS Ijl^j 141^ 7j lij 

Uld (jjjll ^Jc. our Lord, and do not lay upon us a burden 
such as You did lay upon those before us 7 to store (29:60) 
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j Aill 14 ajj V how many are the creatures who do 
not have their sustenance stored up-God sustains them and He 
will sustain you 8 to conceive (a child) (41:47) V'j <^1 JAj l-'j 
Vj nor does a female bear a child or give birth, but with 
His knowledge. 

tSA humila [pass, v.] 1 to be carried, to be borne (23:22) 

[jjlMCi dlall and on them and on the ships you are borne 2 to 
be lifted up, raised high (69:14) sV'j calAj 

and the earth and the mountains are lifted up and crushed with a 
single crushing 3 to be alleviated, to be lifted off (35:18) ^ bjj 
ijx l! 2:^ V (_ylj ysi and [even] if a heavily-laden [soul] 
calls for its burden (or, sins) [lit. load] [to be carried], not a thing 
of it will be carried. 

t£*44 tuhammil [imperf. of v. 11, doubly trans.] to load upon, to 
burden someone with (2:286) 50 hi ^4= V U liki Yj Gu'j Lord, do 
not burden us with more than we have strength to bear. 

hummila [pass, of v. 11] 1 to be made to carry something 
(20:87) (.jail I> Ijl jj^ Ijiola- Ij^lj but we were laden with burdens 

of the ornaments of the people 2 to be burdened with, to be placed 
upon (24:54) ‘(.ila. U ■(.Sjic.j JA. U yfc. tkila Tjijj [jli if you turn away, 
[know that] he is responsible for what is placed upon him and 
you are responsible for what is placed upon you 3 to be charged 
with the responsibility for (62:5) l&S U jL^ sl jT^I I jLk (jjill 

Ijlilol jl^aJI those who have been charged with obedience to 
the Torah, but have failed to carry it out, are like asses carrying 
books. 

Jauik) ^ihtamala [v. Vlll, trans.] 1 to bear away, to carry away, 
to bear along (13:17) ^ 42 jI dlinq fLol41 cXl^l 

Ijj' j He sends water from the sky, so ravines flow, each according 
to its capacity, and the flood carries with it a swelling froth 2 to 
incur (4:112) lUio l-«jj j cJ2£^l ^ foi (4 114] jl 4 n)-i-s t^ i..6j 

whosoever commits an offence or a sin, and then casts it upon the 
innocent, has laid upon himself deceit and flagrant sin. 

(S^^haml [n./v. n.; pi. Jllba-t ^’ahmdl] 1 pregnancy (7:189) Ilia 
li^ Xb. cjLb. UUij and when he covered her she bore a light 




pregnancy 2 child during pregnancy (65:6) I PV J Ijk bjj 

^ if they are with child, pay their maintenance 
until they are delivered of their child 3 period of pregnancy 
(46:15) ’■dL^'j <EP.'j the bearing of him and the weaning 

of him is thirty months. 

himl [n.] 1 load (12:72) jj*. IjPj dUI Ijiti 

they said, ‘We are missing the king’s cup and for the one who 
returns it there will be a camel-load [of grain]’ 2 burden (35:18) 
ijlS jJj V (_5Jj ySw ^ bjj and [even] if a 

heavily-laden [soul] calls for its burden (or, sins) [lit. load) [to be 
carried[, not a thing of it will be carried. 

hdmitin [mas. pi. of act. part. LUli- hdmib, fern. pi. cj5UU. 
hdmildt] those who carry, bear (29:12) [> [> 'aPlPj Uj 

yet they will not bear any of their sins. 

hammdlatun [intens. act. part, fern.] one who usually 
carries, one whose profession is to carry things (111:4) ’-d'Jdj 
and [so will be[ his wife, the firewood-carrier. 

* LjiaaJ) (in another interpretation of 111:4) ’-d'Jdj 
and [so will be[ his wife, the gossip monger [lit. 
firewood-carrier). 

hamulatun [coll, n.] beasts of burden (6:142) 't>j 
U'ja'j and of the livestock, [He gave you] beasts of burden 
and [beasts] as [ providers of] furnishing (U"ji is also interpreted 
as: providers of food). 

(*/(*/C h-m-m death; to become due; hot boiling water, to heat up, a 
bath, to bathe; fever, to develop a fever; coal, black choking 
smoke, intense fire; an intimate friend, family, entourage; pigeon. 
Of this root, two forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: hamlm 

20 times and yahmum once. 

hamlm [quasi-act./pass. part.; n.] 1 boiling [water] (22:19) 

ji j ijfi jU for them are garments of 

fire, scalding water will be poured over their heads 2 intimate 
[friend], close [relative] (69:35) UaU 'fJA\ ^ so today he 
has no intimate friend here. 
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yahmum [n.] thick, black smoke; hot fire; canopy of hot 
fire (56:43) and a shadow of black smoke. 

h-m-w/y sanctuary, protection, to protect, to rebel, to avoid; 
in-laws; to heat up, to become angry, hot-headedness, zeal, 
fervour, impetuosity. Of this root, four forms occur six times in 
the Qur’an: yuhmd once; hdml once; hdmiyatun 

twice and hamiyyatun twice. 

yuhmd [imperf of pass. v. humiya, with prep. <^] to 
be heated, to be burnt, to be brought to a hot condition (9:35) J.jj 
jh 444 on the day when 
they will be heated in the fire of Hell, and their foreheads, sides 
and backs will be branded by them. 

hdml [nominalised act. part.] an old stud-camel left by 
pagan Arabs to spend the rest of its life in peace and tranquillity 
(5:103) Ij’jiS Vj Vj Vj U 

LjiSlI ^Jc. God did not institute the dedication of such as 
bahiratun, sd^’ibatun, wasilatun (q.v.) or hdm [to idols]; but the 
disbelievers invent lies about God. 

^14 hdmiyatun [act. part, fern.] burning hot, blazing (88:4) 
1'jh scorched by a blazing fire. 

hamiyyatun [v. n./n.] fiery fervour, high spirits, eagerness, 
passion, rashness, zeal, impetuousness (48:26) I fJS- aji!! 4*4 4 
^1431 while the disbelievers had excited fervour in 

their hearts-the fervour of ignorance. 

^/Cj/c h-n-th manhood, maturity; sin, blasphemy, denial of God, 
wickedness; breaking an oath, perjury; to purify oneself, to 
worship, responsibility. Of this root, two forms occur once each 
in the Qur’an: tahnath and hinth. 

tahnath [imperf of v. hanitha, intrans. with prep, ] 
to break one’s oath, to fail to honour one’s oath (38:44) ikj 
ilukj V j 5 U Lj j4=la and take in your hand a small bunch of 

grass, and strike with it, so as not to break your oath. 

ihjA hinth [v. n.; n.] abomination, sinning, breaking one’s oath. 




denial of God (56:46) ^ and they always 

persisted in great sin. 

j/^/o/c h-n-j-r larynx, throat, windpipe; to slay. Of this root, 
handjir occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

handjir [pi. of hanjaratun] larynx, throat *(33:10) 
L-jjiill c^jfear gripped everyone [lit. and hearts rose into 
the throats]. 

j/o/c h-n-dh to cause slimming of a horse by inducing sweating; to 
mix wine with water, to roast meat by sealing it up inside a fire, 
roasted meat, hot water. Of this root, hanidh occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

144 hanidh [quasi-pass, part.] roasted (11:69) ‘j eaj Ui pL.- Jli 
H4. he answered, ‘Peace, ’ and without delay he brought 
in a roasted calf. 

(i-u-/inclination of the toes to one side, to incline, to deviate, 
to abandon common practices and beliefs, to incline towards the 
right religion, the true religion. Of this root, two forms occur 12 
times in the Qur’an: hanlf 10 times and iUi- hunafd'’ twice. 

<-*44 /lani/'[quasi-act. part.; pi. »Uj4 hunafa'’] inclined towards 
[God], inclined away [from false deities] and so considered 
upright (6:161) (jjSjlalll 'JS U'j ^ ^ hjp an upright 

religion, the faith of Abraham, an upright man, he was not one of 
the polytheists. ’ 

Hanlf is also used to describe the ascetic monotheists of 
Mecca who refused idolatry and its practices. One of their 
practices, followed by Muhammad was tahannuf: to retreat 
during Ramadan and it was during one such retreat that he 
received the first revelation of the Qur’ an. 

<^/olc h-n-k roof of the mouth, to massage the roof of the mouth 
with soft dates; to train in ways of the world, wisdom, experience; 
a mouth halter, to control, to overpower. Of this root, 
'’ahtanik occurs once in the Qur’ an. 



^ahtanik [imperf. of v. VIII '’ihtanaka, trans.] to 
devour by the mouth, to devour; to eradicate, to have full control 
over, to lead by the mouth/nose (17:62) fji (Jj 

!;Ua Vj ^jj if You defer me until the Day of Resurrection, I will 
have complete control over them (or, lead all of his descendants 
by the nose) [I will have full control over them] except for a few. 

O/o/c h-n-n moaning sound of a she-camel longing for her young, 
yearning, mercy, kindness, compassion, wife. Of this root, two 
forms occur once each in the Qur’an: handm, and hunayn. 

tljUa handn [v. n./n.] mercy, compassion, tenderness (19:12- 
13) fe (jlS'j slSjj hiJ UUkj llLa iliulij while he was still a 
boy, We granted him wisdom, tenderness from Us, and purity, he 
was devout. 

(IfcUA Hunayn [proper name] name of a valley nearly three miles 
from Mecca where the Muslims fought a battle in 
8 A.H./630 A.D. with their opponents (9:25) jj fjij 

lauS tjij [ja and on the day of the battle of Hunayn, when 
you were well pleased with your multitude, but they availed you 
nothing. 

v/j/c h-w-b relatives on the mother’s side, parents and brothers and 
sisters; mercy, worship; hardship, sorrow; sinning, wrongdoings. 
Of this root, jk hub occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

tjjk hub [v. n./n.] abomination, great sin, crime (4:2) I yWj 

Ujk 'js Jj I jiktj v j i v j 

give orphans their property, do not exchange [their] good 
things for bad, and do not consume their property with your own- 
truly, this is a great sin. 

‘^/Vc fish, great fish, whale; to hover, to circulate in the air, 

to dodge. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: 
cj jk hut four times and hltdn once. 

iijjk hut [n.; pi. "cl^ hltdn] fish, whale, large fish (37:142) 
ja'j djjkJl so the great fish swallowed him while he was 





blameworthy, an epithet of Prophet Jonah *(68:48) 
the fellow of the whale. 

need, wish, errand; poverty; resentment, objection; to 
need, to require, the needy. Of this root, hajatun occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

^14, hajatun [n.] desire, wish, need, something necessary, 
errand (40:80) '44 and in them 

[cattle] you have benefits; and that you may attain, on them, a 
need/errand in your breasts', *(59:9) ujp) 

' jj J and they do not [find a need in their bosoms for] harbour 
resentment on account of what they [the others] have been given. 

Wc h-w-dh the back of an animal’s thighs where the tail begins; to 
contain, to take possession, property; to seize; to urge, agility. Of 
this root, j'jkjlo! ^istahwadha occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

jjktui) ^istahwadha [v. X, intrans. with prep. <^] to seize, to 
prevail over, to gain mastery over, to take complete control 
(58:19) fdl' jki 'SfSJ Satan has gained control 
over them and made them forget God. 

j/Vc circle, to encircle, to return to, to go away from; to have 

a dialogue, entourage, disciples; discerning power; to decrease; 
marked contrast between black and white in a woman’s eye, fan- 
skin; oyster shell. Of this root, five forms occur 13 times in the 
Qur’an: jjk) yahiir once; yuhdwir twice; tahdwur once; 
jjk hur four times and (jJj hawdriyyun five times. 

jjkj yahur [imperf of v. hdra, intrans.] to return, to go 
back (84:14) jjk) y "J kij and he thinks that he would not 
return [to his Lord]. 

jjIaj yuhdwir [imperf of v. Ill jj'4. hdwara, trans.] to debate 
with, to have a dialogue with (18:34) ji! \I\ ’o’jjidi jAj Jlii 

Ijjj ‘jcfj VU so, he said to his friend, while disputing with him, 
7 am more than you in wealth, and mightier in respect of 
supporters. ’ 



jjUj tahawur [v. n.] debating, engaging in a dialogue, 
disputing (58:1) 5011 Jja idll ^ ja 

US'jjtaj ^lOiU God has heard the words of her who disputes with 
you [Prophet] concerning her husband and complains to God 
and God hears your dispute. 

JJA hur [pi. of quasi-act. part. fern. hawrd'^] pure, 

fair-skinned (also said to mean: having eyes marked by contrast 
between the deep black and the pure white in them), pleasant 
(44:54) jjt jjkj Jiiljkj'jj OlljS so it will be, and We will wed them 
to wide-eyed houris. 

f'l i /<aJI '’al-hawdriyyun [pi. of n./quasi-act. part. 
hawdriyy] the disciples of Christ (61:14) 'jjl Jli LS 
5 OII jt-oj! ’ifci 'jJjjlJI (Jla 5 OII (Jj tsjll-aji (jjJjI'jlsjl as Jesus, son of 
Mary, said to the disciples, ‘Who will come with me to help 
God?’, the disciples said, ‘We shall be God’s helpers. ’ 

j/VC area, domain, holding; to incline, to side with, to press 

together. Of this root, mutahayyiz occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jjaa« mutahayyiz [act. part.] one siding with a faction, one who 
abandons his position for another (8:16) UjajIc Vj i'jii ‘iy?j 

5011 » 1 j aaa ^ S'ffcL ‘j and whoever on that day 

turns his back on them-unless manoeuvring for battle or to side 
with a [fighting] group-he incurs wrath from God. 

<-^hlC h-w-sh an enclosure; unfamiliar; to exclude, to avoid, to turn 
away from; to hold off. Of this root, only Uli. hashd occurs twice 
in the Qur’ an. 

ii (j^Ia hasha li ’lldhihdshd li ’lldh (also read as UU. 

ha shan with tanwln) [consisting of 0^14. hasha, (denoting 
exception and classified as a noun, also said to be a verb} - 1 - 
redundant prep, li (J .Oljll ^ja.) (denoting emphasis} - 1 - Allah 
(4il). Interjection generally expressing dissociation by the speakers 
from their having unworthy thoughts of, or commiting certain 
actions towards, someone by invoking God as witness and 
ascribing to Him remoteness from ever allowing a certain thing]. 




‘God forbid!’, Good gracious [lit. God stops one from ever 
contemplating shuch-and-such (unworthy thoughts)] (12:31) lHa 
Vj tj] t.® ^jisj when 

they saw him, they exalted him and slashed their hands, and said, 
‘God forbid! This is not a human being, this is but a gracious 
angel! ’ 

■^/j/C h-w-t wall, fence, to encircle, to encompass, to protect; to 
comprehend; to be careful, to guard against; to overwhelm, to 
overtake. Of this root, four forms occur 28 times in the Qur’an: 
ilk! ^ahdta 14 times, ^uhlta three times; muhit nine times 
and muhitatun twice. 

jal^l ^ahdta [v. IV, intrans. with prep. —j] 1 to surround, to 
enclose, to envelop from all sides (18:29) IjU jidUill U 

We have prepared for the wrongdoers a Fire whose 
pavilion will surround them on all sides 2 to learn, to 
comprehend, to gain full knowledge of (27:22) 59 Jd Uj 
(jji Ijjj Ij 4 41ua.'j 7 have learned something you did not know, 
and I have brought to you from Sheba a sure item of news 3 to 
overwhelm, to engulf, to take control (2:81) cuLli-fj ^ ^ 

kujiai. 59 truly those who do evil and whose sins have overwhelmed 
them. 

'’uhTta [pass, of v. IV, with prep. —i\ 1 to be encircled from 
all directions, to become trapped, to be in mortal danger ( 10 : 22 ) 
^ daoa.! ^1 I(jlkx JdksVj there comes 

upon them a stormy wind, and waves come at them from every 
side, and they think they are encompassed 2 to be prevented, to be 
incapacitated, to be besieged ( 12 : 66 ) l£‘j- qF’F ‘ij 

ialij ‘ij Vj ^ 't> he said, ‘Never will I send him with you 

until you have given me a pledge by God that you will bring him 
back to me unless you are prevented. ’ 

muhit [quasi-act. part.; fern. muhitatun] 1 that 

which/who encompasses or overtakes from all directions (29:54) 
A hr, a' 'ujj Jidh dLjkduld they challenge you to hasten 
the punishment: Hell will encompass all those who deny the truth 
2 one who collects and gathers together (in an interpretation of 




verse 2:19) but God will collect together the 

disbelievers [on the Day of Resurrection] (or, He will surround 
them) 3 [an attribute of God] All-Encompassing, All- 
Comprehending (41:54) f‘^ l!^ Sfi truly He is 

encompassing everything. 

J/j/^ h-w-l year, to complete a year; to change, to alter, to shift, to 
deviate; to prevent, to screen off, to interpose, to bar; to try; to 
refer; around, about, circa; power; to plan, to contrive, to beguile; 
method; circumstance, conditions. Of this root, seven forms occur 
26 times in the Qur’an: Jlk hala twice; hlla once; Jj=-hawl 17 
times; hawlayn once; Jj?- hiwal once; hllatun once and 
tahwll three times. 

J14, hala u [v. intrans., pass. Jj?- hlla] 1 to separate between, to 
come between, to cut off from (11:43) 't> ^>4' 144“ J'A'j 

[ji'jilll and the waves came between them and he was among the 
drowned 2 to interpose, to intervene, to come between (8:24) 
kl'j 'JL Jjlj and know that God 

stands between a person and his heart (or, his secret thoughts) 
and that you shall be gathered to Him. 

hawl I [n.; dual hawlayn] year (2:233) cjI'J'jirj 

^ "(jl jI'J mothers shall suckle their 

children for two whole years, for those who wish to complete the 
period of nursing II [adverb of place] 1 around (6:92) jisTj 

and to warn the Mother of Cities and [those who are] 
around it 2 [preceded by prep. i>] all around, about (39:75) lsIhj 
( ji'jjJI Jjii. [jx and you see the angels circling around 

the Throne. 

hiwal [v. n./n.] turning away, removal from one place to 
another (18:108) V j?. 144 'i ui^U. there they will remain, 
never wishing to turn away from it. 

hllatun [n.] a method, means, way out, solution (4:98) Vj 
51juii Vj uj*‘ ‘U 0^4144 fl4ullj (314.^1 (3® ‘ but 

not so the truly helpless men, women and children who cannot 
find a solution nor any way to leave. 
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Jjjikj tahwll [v. n.] deviating, turning away, shifting (35:43) Ijla 
Xjkj 5011 ^ Vi Ijij ^4“ 5^11 ^ you will never find any 
changing in God’s way and you will never find any deviating in 
God’s way. 

<#/j/C h-w-y dark colours, particularly reddish hlack and greenish 
hlack; colour of dead vegetation; container, to collect; coil, to 
coil, intestines. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: hawdyd and isjd\ ^ahwd. 

hawdyd [pi. of n. hawiyyatun, hdwiyatun\ and 
pOjU. hdwiyd"] intestines, entrails (6:146) jill 

OtjUl J UoAjjyi ViUk U Vj and of cattle and sheep, We 

forbade to them their fat, except what their backs carry, and the 
entrails. 

'’ahwa [quasi-act. part.] that which has lost its colour, 
stale, faded, ashen, wan (87:5) then turned it into 

dark debris. 

haythu [adverh of place, always in construct with a 

following sentence, occurring 31 times in the Qur’an] 1 wherever 
(2:35) lliLl bkj ■(jkl.l Adam, dwell 

you and your wife in the Garden and both of you eat freely from 
its yield wherever you will 2 [with a preceding prep. i>] from 
where, from the place where, from the direction where (7:27) kij 
)4jjjj y dii. iduf } jA he and his forces can see you from 
where you do not see them 3 [with a following U] wherever 
(2:150) ’kjLA jkj I jTja U eiijk'j wherever you all may be, turn 
your faces towards it. 

protrusions, to project; sides; to twist, to hend, to 
deviate from, to stray, to swerve, to avoid. Of this root, tahld 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tahld [imperf. of v. hdda, intrans.] to swerve, to turn 
away, to avoid (50:19) luu kio csA U 411j eilk'j the 

throes of death will bring the truth with them (or, they come in 
truth), ‘This is what you have been trying to evade. ’ 





j/<#/C b--y-f (there is a degree of overlapping between this root and 
root j/ jI^ h-w-r) a ditch into which flood water is trapped, to go 
from one side to the other; to be confused, to be puzzled, to be 
distracted. Of this root, J hayrdn occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

hayrdn [quasi-act. part.] bewildered, confused (6:71) j'jjj 
UfoA jj 'iu Ijjli.! ^ and to be 
turned on our heels, bewildered, after God has guided us, like 
someone whom devils have lured into the earth. 

h~y~? to veer away, to swerve, to dodge; confusion; an 
escape. Of this root, mahls occurs five times in the Qur’ an. 

mahls [v. n./n. of place] escaping/a place of escape 
(50:36) I> Ja Ijliia so they searched throughout the 

land: is there any escape/place to escape to? 

b-y-d flooding, to flood; to menstruate, menstruation. Of 
this root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: yahidn 

once and mahid three times. 

’ija^ tahid [imperf. of v. hddat, intrans.] to menstruate 
(65:4) and for those who have not [yet] 

menstruated. 

mahid [v. n.;n. of time] menstruating/period of 
menstruating (2:222) itioull so keep away from 

[do not have intercourse with] women during menstruation. 

h-y-f deviation, to veer away; to be unjust, to wrong; to 
curtail, to impair. Of this root, yahlf occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

yahlf [imperf of v. Uili- hdfa, intrans. with prep. (^] to 
make incursions into, to deal unjustly with, to lean heavily on 
(24:50) jj ujsUi ‘^\ or do they fear that God 

and His Messenger might deal with them unjustly? 

b-y-^ to surround, to encompass; to come back against, 
hardship; retribution, befitting punishment. Of this root, hdqa 
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occurs 10 times in the Qur’an. 

JIa haqa [v. intrans.] to befall, to return upon, to overwhelm, 
to rebound (35:43) fdAL Vj V j evil plotting only 

rebounds on those who plot. 

Ci/jlz. h-y-n time, period, a certain time; to approach, to draw near, 
to watch out for, to await the opportunity, to fix a regular time. Of 
this root, two forms occur 35 times in the Qur’an: hln 34 

times and hlna^’idhin once. 

hln a nominal used in the Qur’ an as either a free unit or the 
first or second part in construct I [as a free unit] time, 

point in time, period of time (76:1) 't> "op- <_ 5 ji J* 

Ijjkao IxuS has there ever come a point in time when man was 
not something insignificant, non-existent [lit. worthy of being 
mentioned/remembered]-, (2:36) oi?- (Jj 1)^^ on 

earth you will have a place to settle in and livelihood for a time II 
[in construct 1 [as the first part] ‘at the time of, ‘when’, 

‘while’ with the second part a) as a noun (28:15) 

and he entered the city at a moment of 
heedlessness from its people b) as a clause (5:101) Ijltlu bjj 

iu jlijill lIju (jxi. but if you ask about them while the Qur’an is 
being revealed they will be made known to you 2 [as the second 
part of a construct] a while, span of time, regular period of time 
(14:25) l«j'j (jjjj OP- "js yielding its fruit every season by 

its Lord’s leave. 

b-y-y living, to live, to bring to life, to keep alive; 
livelihood; animal kingdom; fertility, rain; living quarters, 
district; to keep vigil, to occupy with activity, to celebrate the 
memory of; to greet, greeting; to be modest, to be shy, 
bashfulness; adder, serpent. Of this root, 15 forms occur 189 
times in the Qur’an: hayya seven times; ^ hayyd three times; 

huyyiya once; ^ahyd five times; u.) yastahyl nine times; 
^ hayy 19 times; ^ahyd^ five times; haydtun 76 times; 

hayawdn once; tahiyyatun six times; ^istihyd^ 

once; mahyd twice; muhyl twice; yahyd five times 



and ^ hayyatun once. 

^ hayya a [an assimilated form of the verb hayiya, 
intrans.] 1 to live (7:25) He 

said, ‘There you will live; there you will die; from there you will 
be brought out’ 2 to survive, to remain alive (8:42) 411* [> 411^ 

4 jjj "o4 ^ 1 ^'j 3 -u) that he who perished might perish by a clear 

proof, and that he who survived might survive by a clear proof 

1^ hayya [v. II, trans.; pass. huyyiya] to greet, to salute 
(58:8) idll ^ 4^ U<u 4rj^ 41jil4. lij'j when they come to you they 
greet you with words God never used to greet you. 

’’ahyd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to bring to life, to give life to 
(45:26) P idll Ja say, ‘It is God who gives you life, then 
causes you to die’ 2 to restore to life (2:164) IQII Jjjf U'j 

jlu l^ti fU and in the water which God sends down 

from the sky to restore life to the earth after it had been lifeless 3 
to help to live, to preserve someone’s life (16:97) I> ^'C.^ "o- 

sl^ VinVi'a jA j "J whosoever does right, whether 

male or female, and has faith—We will make them live a good life. 

yjixtui) dstahyd [v. X] I [intrans. with prep. i> or particle J] to 
feel shy, to be embarrassed, to be ashamed (33:53) lili 

V <111 j ^X1 j Vj 

then, when you have eaten, disperse, and do not stay on desiring 
a chat, for that used to inconvenience the Prophet, but he felt 
embarrassed [to ask] you [to go], but God is not embarrassed by 
the truth II [trans.] to spare from killing, to retrieve from death, 
to save from death (28:4) ^12 slaughtering 

their sons and sparing the lives of their women. 

hayy [quasi-act. part., pi ^’ahyd^’] 1 living (21:30) hl^-j 
f tdl 't> and We fashioned from water every living thing 
2 [';^l ’’al-hayy an attribute of God], the Living (25:58) ^js^ j 
'^1 put your trust in the Living [God] 3 living things (6:95) [jj 
^_^1 Qx s'ljVl l t 'ljlnl l Qx 44aJI (jlla it is God who 

splits open the seed and the fruit-stone: He brings out the living 
from the dead and the dead from the living 4 [adverbially] alive 
(19:15) 1 j4 'fjlj c.iJL 'fjlj 41j 'fy peace be on him the 






day he was born, the day he dies, and the day he is raised alive. 

Sl^ haydtun [n.] 1 state of being alive, life as opposed to death 
(67:2) Xot who created death 

and life to test you [people and reveal] which of you is best in 
deeds 2 this life (as opposed to the next) (20:97) 211 ‘^jli Lj*ili Jla 

lukj y llc-y 211 y j yUiix v JjSj iji sl^l he said, ‘Go! It is for you, in 
[this] life, to say, “I shall not touch nor will I be touched [lit. No 
touching!^ ”, but you have an appointment that will not be broken ’ 
3 life span (17:75) slijl 211jSjSf lij then We should 

have made you taste double [the punishment] of life and double 
[the punishment] of death 4 living (16:97) ‘j 

sl^ 4 in\il^ jAj ^Ju\ whosoever does right, whether male or 

female, and has faith—We shall make him live a good life 5 
survival (2:179) yju y J^klj in [the law of just] 

retribution there is survival for you, you who are endowed with 
insight, *(2:86) yill life of this world as opposed to the life 
Hereafter. 

^al-hayawdn [n.] the real life, the perfect life (29:64) Lljj 
'Cifdxli Ijjl4 ‘ji ^ 'jl‘J the Hereafter is the [true] life, if 

only they knew. 

tahiyyatun [v. n./n.] greeting, saluting, salutation (33:44) 
iu"jaL 'jji [4^?^ their greeting when they meet Him will be; 
‘Peace. ’ 

dstihyd^’ [v. n.] being shy, bashfulness (28:25) ^>122 
fUkjlol ^jc. then one of the two came to him, walking 

shyly. 

\d^mahyd [n./v. n.] life/being alive (6:162) <.s$2uj bj 
yyUll Lj'j 5 dl say, ‘My prayers, all my acts of 

worship, my life/living and my death/dying are for God, Lord of 
all Being. ’ 

muhyl [act. part.] one who restores to life (41:39) ‘ci 
'jjja jk yt luj yyil <_jak21 UUk! He who gives it life will 
certainly restore life to the dead. He is able to do everything. 

Yahyd [proper name] John the Baptist (Mat., 111.1-12) 




(19i7) (lojj ^ ’(J Uj IjjSjIj Zachariah, 

We bring you good news of a son whose name [will] be John-We 
have chosen for him no namesake before. John the Baptist is the 
cousin of Jesus, most of his story in the Qur’an appears in Sura 3. 

hayyatun [n.] serpent, adder (20:20) ^ 

He threw it down and—lo and behold—it is a moving snake. 



^ / kha 


fLaJI ^al-kha" the seventh letter of the alphabet, it represents a 
voiceless uvular fricative sound. 

kh-b-'’ (there is a degree of overlap between this root and the 
root kh-b-w) to hide, to keep in safety, to treasure; secrets, 
treasure; woollen tents for living in, shelter. Of this root, 
khab'’ occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Vtja. khay [n./v. n.] that which is hidden, that which is kept 
safe (27:25) ^ should 

they not worship God, who brings forth what is hidden in the 
heavens and earth? 

kh-b-t wide low land, deep valley covered with herbage; to 
subside, to abate, to lie low; to become humble, to show humility, 
to feel tenderness in one’s heart. Of this root, two forms occur 
three times in the Qur’an: eiLi.! ^akhbata twice and eiuiJo mukhbit 
once. 

^akhbata [v. IV, intrans.] to become humble, to have a 
tender and humble heart, (of one’s heart) to soften; to become 
submissive, to become obedient (22:54) Ajf jjjl I yj (jjjJI 

y 5 U I jioJja 2£'j ‘cy. and that those endowed with 

knowledge realise that it [the Revelation] is the truth from your 
Lord and believe in it/Him, that their hearts may be humbled 
before it/Him. 

mukhbit [act. part.] one who humbles himself, one who 
has a tender and humble heart; one who submits in obedience and 
humility (22:34) ^ Vfj your God is 



One, so devote yourselves to Him, and [Prophet] give good news 
to those humbling themselves [before Him]. 

kh-b-th impurities, to be impure; to be bad, to be wicked, to 
be corrupt, to be vicious; to be nauseated; bad deeds, crimes, sins, 
evil, adultery. Of this root, six forms occur 16 times in the 
Qur’an: eiui. khabutha once; iluxi. khablth six times; 
khabithun twice; khabithatun twice; khabithdt twice 

and iiuli khabd'dth twice. 

khabutha u [v. intrans.] to be or become bad, to be or 
become corrupt (7:58) V ilui. (jib kili iUlj 

Vj as for the good land, its vegetation comes up by the will of 
its Lord, but [in[ that [land] which has become corrupt it comes 
up only sparsely [stunted], 

khablth [quasi-act. part.; pi. khablthum, fern. Wi. 

khabithatun', pi. eijliui. khabithdt] bad, vicious, wicked, sinful, evil 

(3:179) t.ijfiil {ja Jaoj ^ Uo jil <111 jjlS Uo 

God will not leave the believers in the state you are in until He 
distinguishes the bad from the good. 

khabddth [pi. of n. Wi. khabithatun] abominations, 
obscenities, wickedness, sins, evil deeds (21:74) LLjTj 

djjlikJI Jaki cdS (^1 slj^j Ikltj We gave Lot sound 

judgement and knowledge and saved him from the township that 
practised obscenities. 

kh-b-r experience, to experience, expert, to be informed; to 
inform, news, to seek information; to test; sense, intrinsic, the 
inner self. Of this root, four forms occur 52 times in the Qur’an: 
khubr twice; jxi. khabar twice; ^akhbdr three times and 
khabir 45 times. 

khubr [v. n., adverbially used] knowledge of the internal 
secret state, understanding, comprehension *(18:91) fo'i 
I'Jfi. We encompassed all that he has in [Our] knowledge. We 
knew every thing about him. 

jji khabar [n., pi ^akhbdr] 1 item of news, tidings, report 



(28:29) ^ IjU Jj IJk.1 Jli /le said to his 

household, ‘Wait! I have caught sight of a fire, maybe I will bring 
you news from there’ 2 record of affairs (47:31) jij 

'jluj We will try you till We know who 

strive hard among you, and are steadfast; and We examine your 
record. 

Ifcui khabir [intens. act. part.] 1 one who knows well, one in 
the know (in an interpretation of 35:14) V j fjij 

Jto 412^ and on the Day of Judgement they will deny your 
associating [them with God], and none can inform you like 
someone in the know 2 [an attribute of God] the All-Knowing, 
All-Aware (31:16) jj^ ^42=1 Oj for God is All-Subtle and 
All-Aware ■ 

kh-b-z to heat with two hands, to drive hard; to subside, to be 
beaten low; to knead, to bake, a baker, bread. Of this root, 
khubz occurs once in the Qur’an. 

khubz [n.] bread (12:36) ’J44I JsIj Jja 

kio I see myself carrying on my head bread from which the birds 
are eating. 

kh-b-t to beat, to beat about, to strike with two feet, to beat 
off leaves for animals; to go about aimlessly; to be confused, to 
be insane; to brand. Of this root, yatakhabbat occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

14 ^ yatakhabbat [imperf. of v. V takhabbata, trans.] to 
confound, to drive insane, to confuse, to craze, to madden (2:275) 
1 -ij i 'iii ' -daAjj ^44 Vj y 4:34^ those 

who take usury will not rise [up on the Day of Resurrection] 
except like those who Satan confounds by [his] touch. 

kh-b-l corruption; loss of limbs, wounds; a type of jinn, to be 
touched by jinn, to be insane, to be confounded, degeneration; to 
decrease, to cheat on an agreement, the Devil. Of this root, Jtxi. 
khabdl occurs twice in the Qur’an. 



khabal [n./v. n.] 1 corruption, ruination (3:118) ajiJI 
‘0c. U I jij Vli Sf ^LLj V yoM w/io believe, 

do not take for your intimates such outsiders [of your group] as 
spare no ejfort to bring you ruin; they love what causes you 
distress 2 trouble, confusion (9:47) Vlii- Vj 1 00 ‘f 

00^ ■j.sbu I j had they gone forth with you, they would 
only have given you trouble, scurrying around in your midst, 
trying to sow discord among you. 

kh-b-w (there is a degree of overlap between this root and 
root '/‘^/C kh-b-'’) a small bedouin woollen tent, a house; the 
encasing of grains inside the ear of com; (of fire) to abate, to die 
out, to become extinct. Of this root, khabat occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

khabd u [v. intrans.] to become extinct, to abate (17:97) 
\’j0, cjii. uk ’0^ Hell is their Home, whenever it 

abates. We increase the blaze for them. 

kh-t-r numbness, relaxation, corruption; treachery, to betray, 
to corrupt. Of this root, jtii. khattdr occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jUi, khattdr [intens. act. part.] very treacherous, one given to 
treachery, perfidious (31:32) jjk jtti. Vj UjUL '4=4^ Wj only a 
treacherous, thankless person rejects Our signs. 

kh-t-m a seal, sealing material, to seal up, to enclose, to block, 
to secure, to cover up, to brand, to mark, a ring, to wear a ring; to 
complete, to conclude, the end part, the concluding one, 
conclusion. Of this root, four forms occur eight times in the 
Qur’an: khatama five times; pU- khdtam once; khitdm once 

and }0^ makhtum once. 

'0 khatama i [v. trans. with prep. <^] to seal up (36:65) '^0 
■^4 likjj on this day We will seal up their mouths, 

but their hands will speak to Us. 

pU khdtam [act. part./n.] concluding one, final seal (33:40) U 
J.jU.j 5 UII Jj4j ‘c0j ‘0 ^j ‘0 0 \ d 444 (jlk Muhammad is not 



the father of any one of your men; he is God’s Messenger and the 
seal of the prophets. 

khitdm [v. n./n.] concluding/conclusion, end part, seal/ 
sealing; crowning touch (83:26) whose seal (or, end 

part, conclusion) is musk. 

makhtum [pass, part.] that which is sealed, concluded, 
ended (83:25) ^ they are given to drink of pure 

wine, sealed. 

j/j/C kh-d-d cheek, pillow, lateral side; furrow, groove, ditch, 
trench, to furrow, (of a flood) to cut a channel, to hecome divided 
into factions. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: Si. khadd and j jSi-f '’ukhdud. 

Si khadd [n.] cheek *(31:18) to be arrogant, to treat 

arrogantly [lit. to turn your cheek towards someone/away]. 

jjSil -^ukhdiid [n.] a trench, ditch, furrow (85:4) j 
perish the people of the trench!', * jjSiVl the people of the 

trench, said hy ^ihn ^ishaq to refer to Jewish convert. King Dhu 
Nuwas, and some people of Najran who persecuted Christians 
there hy burning them in a trench (see j/j/s* b-r-j). This 
provoked the Christian Abyssinians to conquer southern Arabia, 
and to attack the Ka‘’ba in the ‘Year of the Elephant’ when the 
Prophet Muhammad was bom (see ‘j/c/lH s-h-b). 

kh-d-" to cover up, to cover, to hide; an inner room, bed 
chamber; to cheat, to deceive, to delude; to take precautions; to 
become bad, to become stagnant; the jugular veins. Of this root, 
three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: yakhda" twice; 

’^iidiyukhadi^’ twice and "^^(^khddi‘’ once. 

yakhda‘’ [imperf. of v. khada^’a, trans.] to cheat, to 
deceive (8:62) 4IIA. [jli ‘J IjijJ ‘cfj if they intend to 

deceive you, surely God is sufficient [as protector] for you. 

yukhadi^’un [imperf. of v. Ill ^'jU. khada^’a, trans.] to 
seek to deceive, to engage in deception, to try to double-cross 
(2:9) Vj they seek to deceive 



God and the believers but they only deceive themselves. 

khadi^ [act. part.] one who deceives, one who causes 
others to be deceived (4:142) jA j auilxdl the 

hypocrites try to deceive God, but it is He who causes them to be 
deceived. 

kh-d-n friend, companion, confidant; to take a friend; lover. 
Of this root, '’akhddn, occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

^akhddn [pi. of quasi-act. part./n. khidn] friend, 
companion, lover (4:25) Jjc. m0*jjV' j 

Vj give them their dowries according to the norms 
[governing marriage practices, taking them] as married women, 
but not [as] adulteresses or those taking lovers. 

J/j/C kh-dh-l straggler; to stay behind, to be left behind; to fail to 
support; to weaken, to stay put. Of this root, three forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: yakhdhub, Jjii- khadhul and Jjik- 

makhdhul. 

Jjij yakhdhul [imperf. of v. Jii. khadhala, trans.] to let down, 
to deny one’s assistance to, to forsake (3:160) 44Lc. ^11 ‘(jj 

bjj if God helps you, no one can 
overcome you; if He forsakes you, who is it that will help you 
other than [lit. after] Him? 

Jjja, khadhul [intens. act. part.] one given to letting others 
down, one characterised by forsaking friends, a deserter in the 
time of need (25:29) [jlk'j Satan has always let 

humankind down. 

Jjilj makhdhul [pass, part.] one who is let down, forsaken, 
deserted, abandoned (17:22) V 1414Jj 5011 ^ yj 

do not set up with God another god, lest you end up reproved and 
forsaken. 

v/j/c kh-r-b to pull down, to lay waste, to level, to destroy, to ruin; 
ruins; to desert, to neglect; to pierce. Of this root, two forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: yukhrib (also read as OjjiO 



yukharrib) and MIp- kharab. 

Ljjaj yukhrib [imperf. of v. IV ^akhraba, trans (variant 
reading yukharrib, imperf. of v. II kharraba, trans.] to 
lay waste, to ruin, to destroy (variant to desert, to abandon) (59:2) 
destroying their homes with their 
own hands and the hands of the believers. 

Lil ja. kharab [v. n.] laying to waste, destruction, demolition, 
desertion, abandonment (2:114) 144 ‘j 5 UII ^14- ^ ]>j 

iJkdj ^ko could be more wicked than those who 
prohibit the mention of God’s name in His places of worship and 
strive for their destruction (or, desertion)?! 

^hlt kh-r-j to exit, to issue, to emerge, to come out, to leave, to 
eject; to explain, to deduce; to cultivate; to show ability, to 
blossom, to yield, a yield, land taxation; to gain experience; taste, 
(of colour of herbage) to be patchy. Of this root, 14 forms occur 
192 times in the Qur’an: kharaja 53 times; ^akhraja 86 

times; ^>-1 '’ukhrija 13 times; '’istakhraja four times; 

khuruj five times; ^ikhrdj six times; ^jU- khdrij once; oJ^ 
khdrijun twice; makhraj 11 times; ^>4 mukhrij three times; 

mukhraj once; mukhrajun four times; kharj 

twice and khardj once. 

kharaja u [v. intrans.] 1 to go out, to exit, to go forth, to 
leave (5:22) 144« 141^.4 y hjj l^’js 144 ‘q} there is a 

fearsome people in this land, and we will not enter it until they 
leave 2 to come out (16:69) MIP '4jj^ I> 

their bellies comes a drink of diverse hues 3 to grow out of, to 
spring from (23:20) jjL (yo 

and a tree, springing out from Mount Sinai, that produces oil and 
relish for those who would eat 4 to issue (86:7) u^l cju ‘q^ 
tjl'jSirj it issues from between the loins and breast-bones 5 to 
burst forth (41:47) Vj <^1 "q- 14j t^rol^kl 

A-dau yi and no fruit burst forth from their sheaths, nor does a 
female conceive or give birth, but with His knowledge 6 to 
emerge, to rise (from the grave) (30:25) 14 ai=jVl (> ‘^li'j 14 

when He calls you once, out of the earth, you [will all] 
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emerge. 

'’akhraja [v. IV, trans.; pass. ^>.f '’ukhrija] 1 to drive out, 
to eject, to expel (27:56) I> ^"J 7j 5^«j5 (jlk Ui 

■^■ja f/ie answer of his people was only to say, ‘Expel the 
household of Lot from your town!’ 2 to produce (20:88) ^'>.U 

jl ji. 4J liuii- so he produced for them a calf in body with 
lowing sound 3 to bring forth (48:29) ^j'jk like seeds 

that put forth their shoots 4 to cast out, to cast forth (6:93) is'j^ jTj 
^»S4aj| 44251411 j ^j41l jj if only you 

could see the wicked in the throes of death, as the angels 
stretching out their hands [to them, say], ‘Cast out your souls’ 5 
to take out, to rescue from, to bring out, to deliver (4:75) 'cifjki 

^jall kSA Ijkjil Ijj'j those who say, ‘Our Lord, deliver 
us from this town whose people are oppressors! ’ 6 to expose 
(47:29) 4ill (ji (jf "u^do the 

corrupt at heart [lit. those in whose hearts is sickness] assume 
that God will not expose their malice? 

jjilui) dstakhraja [v. X, trans.] 1 to extract, to bring out with 
effort (35:12) ^ (jjklijL 14kl (jjlkt: jk [>j yet from 

each you eat succulent meat and extract ornaments which you 
wear 2 to dig out, to excavate (18:82) 14*151 ui ‘J jl'jfi 

UoA jjS so your Lord intended that they reach maturity and then dig 
up their treasure. 

khuruj [v. n.] 1 coming or getting out, exiting, escaping, 
way out (40:11) Jol* "(> cfei then, is there any way to get 

out? 2 going out, joining the fighting company (9:46) Ijil'J ‘fkj 
sjk 4} IjitV ^ jjlil had they desired to go forth [on the expedition], 
they would have made preparations for if, *(50:11) ^j>31 
Resurrection [lit. emergence [from graves]]', *(50:42) jjllJl 'ffi 
the Day of Resurrection [lit. Day of Emergence]. 

^)j4) ^ikhrdj [v. n.] 1 driving out, expelling, turning out 
(2:217) If- ’jS'i ^4 j <^nd expelling its people from it, 

are still greater offences in God’s eyes 2 bringing forth, 
resurrection (71:18) lll j^j 144 P then He returns you 

into it, then He will bring you forth a [new] bringing forth. 




jjU khdrij [act. part.; pi. ojV M- khdrijun] one coming out, 
coming forth (6:122) ^ cwl pUoiiJI ^ just like 

someone in [deep] darkness, out of which he is not emerging. 

makhraj [v. n./n. of place] solution/way out (65:2) Ju [>j 
y and whoever is mindful of God, God will find a 

way out for him. 

mukhrij [act. part.] 1 one who brings forth (6:95) ^ 

'^1 cL^\ and He is the one who brings out the dead from the 
living 2 one who exposes, shows up, brings to light (9:64) Ja 
[jjjjkj U ^[jj say, ‘Carry on mocking: God will 

bring to light what you fear. ’ 

mukhraj [v. n./n. of place/pass, part.; pi. 
mukhrajun] coming out, way out, one who is brought out (17:80) 
j Vj Ja'j and say, ‘My Lord, lead 

me in with a true incoming and lead me out with a true outgoing. ’ 

kharj [n.] regular payment, tribute, dues, toll, duty 
(18:94) ‘cj 411 tSii bj 

lx.- [4jSj '-‘i) Gog and Magog are causing destruction in the land, 
so may we assign to you a tribute in return for you setting up a 
barrier between us and them? 

jiji khardj [n.] regular payment, dues, tribute, toll, duty 
(23:72) 4£'j ^I'jii Vji. ).! do you [Prophet] ask them for 

dues?, dues from Your Lord are best. 

kh-r-d-l mustard seeds; a large chunk of meat, to eut into 
small pieees; (of a palm tree) to shed its fruits before they are 
ripe. Of this root, J7>. khardal oceurs twice in the Qur’an. 

JSjL khardal [coll, n.] mustard seed (21:47) I> ijli^ 'o'4 bj j 
liui Jiji. and if there be even the weight of a mustard seed. We 
will produce it. 

j/jlt kh-r-r sound of blowing wind, falling water or falling stones; 
rumbling, snoring, purring; to enjoy affluence; to surprise; to fall, 
to crumble, to eollapse; to die. Of this root, kharra oceurs 12 
times in the Qur’ an. 
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kharra i [v. intrans.] to collapse, to fall down (7:143) ‘>.j 
and Moses collapsed unconscious', *(17:109) 

(jlijiiU they fall down on their faces, they prostrate themselves [lit. 
they fall to the chins]. 

o^hlt kh-r-s palm tree branch; to estimate the amount of fruit 
carried by a palm tree; guessing, conjecturing, approximation; 
lying; a large water basin, estuary. Of this root, two forms occur 
five times in the Qur’an: takhris four times; and 

kharrdsun once. 

jij takhris [imperf. of v. kharasa, trans.] to guess, to 
speculate, to conjecture (also said to mean to lie) (43:20) ji IjSij 
Vj JJk "(jj ^ U [>ljll iL5 they say, ‘If the 

Lord of Mercy had willed it we would not have worshipped them, 
but they do not know that-they are only conjecturing. ’ 

kharrdsun [pi. of intens. act. part. kharrds ] ones 
given to guessing, conjecturing (also said to mean liars) (51:10) l65 
perish the conjecturers/the liars. 

^/L/j/^ kh-r-t-m nose, trunk (of an elephant), to hit on the nose, to 
bottle up one’s anger; notables. Of this root, khurtum 

occurs once in the Qur’an. 

khurtum [n.] nose, snout (also said to mean face, in 
general) (68:16) 4,1 . rr .. , ‘We will brand him on the snout! 

j/j/C kh-r-q gap, hole, perforation; rag; to pierce; to invent, to 
feign; to lie; to be foolish, to be ignorant, to be confused. Of this 
root, kharaqa occurs four times in the Qur’an. 

Jji kharaqa i [v. trans.] 1 to pierce, to make a hole in (18:71) 
tjS'j |jj lilkili so they proceeded until, when they 
boarded a boat, he made a hole in it 2 to falsely attribute, to 
invent (6:100) ^ ^ ^ 

and they ascribe as partners to God, the jinn, though He created 
them, and they invent sons and daughters for Him without any 
true knowledge. 
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O/j/t kh-z-n store, storing place, treasury; to store up; to hide, to 
keep secret, a storekeeper; to take a shortcut. Of this root, three 
forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: khazinun once; 

khazanatun four times; khaza^in eight times. 

khazinun [pi. of act. part. ojU. khazin] one who stores 
up, one who keeps control, storekeepers (15:22) iU UTjjU 

[jjj y U'j »and We bring down out of the sky water 
and we give it to you to drink—and you are not its keepers. 

kl'jL khazanatun [pi. of n. khazin] keeper, warden (67:8) 
"jjjj ^"ja 14 ^ uk every time a group is cast into 

it, its keepers ask them, ‘Did no warner come to you?’ 

khazd^in [pi. of n. khizdnatun] 1 treasure house, 
storehouse, treasury (12:55) Jkc. he said, ‘Put 

me in charge of the nation’s storehouses ’ 2 knowledge, control, 
resources, storehouses (15:21) Vj kfju U'j kul'ji. U'ajt Vj » "cs2. ‘of bjj 
^jEw ji there is nothing of which We do not have control, only 
sending it down according to a well-defined measure. 

kh-z-w/y to compel, to manipulate, to exercise self-control, 
to humiliate, to humhle, to abase, to shame, to disgrace; 
abasement, a disgraceful act. Of this root, five forms occur 26 
times in the Qur’an: nakhzd once; ‘’akhzd ( 1 ) 12 times; 

l^‘j^ khizy 11 times; ij'jd ‘’akhzd (2) once and mukhzl once. 

nakhzd [T* pers. pi. imperf. of v. khaziya, intrans.] 
to be disgraced, to be shamed, to suffer humiliation (20:134) lij 
Jij ‘j jk hyj cjLoji Sfji Lord, if only You 

had sent us a messenger, so that we might have followed Your 
revelations, before we suffered humiliation and disgrace! 

‘’akhzd ( 1 ) [v. IV, trans.] 1 to disgrace, to humble, to 
humiliate (3:192) ku'ji.1 jai jUll ‘ift. 21ij ik'j Lord! You truly 
humiliate those You commit to the Fire 2 to embarrass, to shame 
(11:78) ojj^ IjaiU so have some fear of God and do 

not disgrace me with my guests. 

"ifkhizy [n.] disgrace, humiliation (5:33) 

IJ'Sc. such [punishment] will be a disgrace for 




them in this world, and in the Hereafter a terrible punishment. 

'’akhzd (2) [elat.] more/most humiliating, disgracing 
(41:16) 'ojS-^ V j Lilitij but the chastisement of the 

life to come is more humiliating, and they will not be helped. 

mukhzl [act. part.] one who causes disgrace, humiliation 
(9:2) ajjaKlI ‘Jj and that God will disgrace the 

disbelievers. 

i/u-/c kh-s-'’ to drive away, to chase out; to cast out; to humble; 
rejected, spumed; to defeat, to impair; to confuse, to dull, to 
frustrate. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 

I dkhsa^u once; khdsi" once and khdsi^’un twice. 

^ikhsa^u [imper. of v. Lui. khasa^a, intrans.] to chase, to 
shame, to scorn (23:108) '^ j '44 ^ Jli He will say, ‘Away 

with you!, in you go!, do not speak to Me! ’ 

khdsi'’ [act. part.; pi. khdsb’un] 1 chased away, driven 
away, rejected, cut off, forsaken, outcasts (7:166) Ij^j U Ilia 

s'j'ja Ijjjk )41 Ula but when they became too proud to 
abandon that which they were forbidden [to do]. We said to them, 
‘Be [like] apes!, outcasts!’ 2 unsuccessful, in vain, frustrated, 
unable (67:4) j u jAj li-oli. j ■ . ^jl l 4jlJ t jlVn p Look 

again and again! Your sight will return to you frustrated and 
dimmed. 

kh-s-r to go astray, to lose one’s way, to perish; to incur a 
loss, to lose, a loss; to decrease, to give less than what is right, to 
give short measure; to misguide. Of this root, 10 forms occur 65 
times in the Qur’an: khasira 16 times; yukhsirun 

twice; "J^ khusr twice; khdsirun 32 times; 

khdsiratun once; jUi. khasdr three times; khusr an three 

times; ‘’akhsarun four times; takhslr once and 

mukhsirun once. 

khasira a [v. trans.] 1 [with no obj.] to suffer a loss, to 
lose [as in a race] (10:45) fdll flSL IjliS (jj>ll aa those who denied 
the meeting with God have indeed lost 2 to lose something (7:9) 




j/u-/c 
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^ I>j and those whose scales [good 

deeds] are light will be the ones who have lost their souls. 

yukhsir [imperf. of v. IV >4^.! '’akhsara, trans.] to give 
less than the correct amount, to shortchange, to give short 
measure/weight (55:9) o’jjJI I set up the 

balance with justice, and do not give short measure [lit. cause the 
balance to lose/be lost]. 

'ju^khusr [v. n./n.] loss, failure, ruin (65:9) UJVj cjalia 
^tc. and it tasted the ill ejfect of their conduct—the 
result of their conduct was ruin. 

CijjidlL khdsirun [pi. of act. part. j^-U- khdsir, fern. 
khdsiratun] one who loses the right way, a loser, a sinner (10:95) 
t> tlPj^ j and do not be one of 
those who deny the revelations of God for then you will become 
one of the losers. 

jluiA khasdr [v. n.] loss, losing (71:21) 
ljl44i. Vj and followed those whose riches and children only 
increased their losses. 

khusrdn [v. n.] loss, losing (4:119) I> I>j 

U'jlji. aaa (jji whoever takes Satan as a patron instead 
of God, has surely suffered a clear loss. 

^akhsarun [pi. of elat. >4^.1 ^akhsar] most losing, 
greatest losers, farthest astray from the right path (18:103) J* Ja 
VUi! say ‘[Prophet] shall I tell you who lose most by 

their actions?’ 

takhslr [v. n.] loss, losing (11:63) bj I>a 

ji-ij Jjc. Uoa who could protect me from God if I 

disobeyed Him?, you would only make my loss greater [lit. you 
would not increase me other than in loss]. 

mukhsirun [pi. of act. part, mukhsir] one who 
gives less than due, one who gives short measure, one who cheats 
in dealing with others (26:181) b;jj44lui Ijjjkj fj Iyj give 
full measure: do not be among those who give others less than 
their due. 
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kh-s-f to cave in, to subside, to be swallowed by the earth; to 
eclipse, to have an eclipse; to disappear into the earth (of water); 
to humiliate; to decrease; to be hungry, to become emaciated. Of 
this root, khasafa occurs eight times in the Qur’ an. 

uLiL khasafa i I [v. intrans.] to go into an eclipse (75:8) 
and the moon goes into eclipse II [v. trans.] to cause the earth 
to swallow up, to cause the earth to subside or to cave in (28:81) 
?j'Vj ^ We caused the earth to cave in over him and 

his dwelling. 

kh-sh-b wood, timber; to stiffen up, to be dim-witted, to be 
scrawny; to mix together, to be untamed. Of this root, s-uii. 
khushub occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Luia khushub [pi. of coll. n. s-uii. khashab] lumps of wood, 
pieces of timber (63:4) 1 jljS) 'cfj 

s4jl2o when you see them, their outward appearance 

pleases you; when they speak, you listen to what they say, but 
they are [as useless] as propped-up timbers. 

kh-sh-‘' barren dead land, low land with dry vegetation, a low 
hillock; to be eclipsed; to be humble, to humble oneself, to show 
respect, to be quiet, to be submissive. Of this root, seven forms 
occur 17 times in the Qur’an: ^-4^ khasha’^a twice; khushu^" 
once; yiU- khashi^" once; khashi’^un six times; 

khushsha" once; ^U. khashi’^atun five times and cjlknU. khashi’^dt 
once. 

khasha’^a a [v. intrans.] 1 to hush, to become low (20:108) 
Uwb Vj and voices will be hushed for 

the Lord of Mercy, so you will hear nought but whispering 2 to 
feel humble, to be seized with awe (57:16) ^-4^ "J ' 

t> Jjj kkj is it not time for the believers that their 

hearts become humble at the remembrance of God and the truth 
that has come down? 

khushW [v. n.] humility, awe (17:109) (jliiSu 
yc. they fall down on their faces, weeping, and it [the 
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Qur’an] adds to their humility. 

khdshi^ [act. part., pi. khdshi^’un and 

khushsha’"', fern. ^U. khashi’^atun pi. khdshi^’dt] 1 one 

who is full of humility, one who is seized with awe (59:21) UTjji "ji 
5011 li^U. icui'j ^Jc. 'JVJW liA had We sent this 

Qur’an down to a mountain, you would have seen it humbled and 
split apart in awe of God 2 dead, barren, desolate (41:39) I>'j 
iiOj'j cjjjaI iUll lijji lili is'y 41j! and of His signs is 

that you see the earth desolate, but when We send water down 
upon it, it stirs and swells. 

kh-sh-y to fear, to dread, to dislike; to hope; to know; dates 
killed hy frost, dry rotten herbage. Of this root, two forms occur 
48 times in the Qur’an: khashiya 40 times; and <jA^ 

khashyatun eight times. 

khashiya a [v. trans.] 1 to fear (3:173) bj J4J Jli ojill 
UUJ JJkOrja i»Sl I jil 4 - ja those to whom the people said, 

‘The people [your enemies] have amassed [an army] against you; 
therefore fear them, ’ but it [only] increased them in faith 2 to feel 
concern (4:9) 1 jsU- "!> I jkji "jl (jjill and let 

those who, if they left behind them weak offspring, would be 
concerned for them [lest someone would treat them as badly] fear 
[in their behaviour towards orphans] 3 to stand in awe of (36:11) 
yoit can warn only those who 
will follow the Reminder and hold the Merciful in awe, though 
they cannot see Him (or, in secret). 

Via, khashyatun [n./v. n.] 1 fear (4:77) a"'-*li 'dj^ "(4v >4 

lii ji 5 OII behold!, a party of them fear mankind even as 
they fear God or more so [lit. with greater fear] 2 awe (2:74) 'ujj 
UO (jjj v® ^ ^ 44 ® ojj V® jka'ij UO if-yy H 

<111 Vci-1> !‘dfifor there are rocks from which streams gush forth, 
and others split so that water issues from them and others that 
tumble down in awe of God. 

o^jo^lt. kh-s-s small holes in a sieve; a keyhole; small breaks in the 
clouds; to be in dire straits, to be hard up; to belong to a small 
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circle; to choose above others, to single out, to favour. Of this 
root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: yakhtass 

twice; khassatan once; khasasatun 11 times. 

yakhtass [imperf. of v. VIII, trans.] to favour, to single 
out (2:105) 5>=uij God chooses for His mercy 

whomever He will. 

51aU khdssatan [quasi-act. part, used adverbially] in particular, 
specifically, alone, only (8:25) I ^ ^ ' jSj' j 

beware of discord that harms not only the wrongdoers among 
you. 

khasasatun [n.] poverty, straitened circumstances, need 
(59:9) (jlS "jTj 'ojJifij and they give [others] 

preference over themselves, even if they themselves are in need. 

kh-s-f to stitch together, to lace together, to mend; to cover 
up, to stick on; to mix colours, to be of two colours. Of this root, 
ijW^yakhsifdn occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

I yakhsif [imperf. of v. eX-oi. khasafa, trans.] to attach, to 
stick together, to cover (20:121) ^ 

(ijj I> ' ■"fjk- they both ate from it, so their shameful 

parts appeared to them and they began to stitch upon themselves 
leaves of the Garden. 

?lo^lt kh-s-m opposite side of a cloud; comers/edges of a sack; 
handles; to dispute, to argue, to defeat in an argument, to quarrel; 
antagonist, opponent, opposing party; defendant; to claim. Of this 
root, eight forms occur 18 times: '’ikhtasama seven times; 

ijyakhissimun once; takhdsum once; khasm once; 

khasmdn twice; khasimun once; khasTm three 

times and khisdm twice. 

hkhtasama [v. VIII, no object (imperf. ijfL^ 
yakhissimun at (36:49) is a geminated, perhaps a more emphatic, 
form of the regular yakhtasimun occurring elsewhere)] 1 

to dispute with, to disagree over (22:19) I 

these two opposing camps are in disagreement about their Lord 2 
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to recriminate, to make counter accusations (50:28) IV Jli 
Ojt jUj ja'j He said, ‘Do not accuse one another in my 

presence; I gave you advance warnings’ 3 to argue, to contend 
(3:44) jj iiiiS Uj JiSj )445Va! ojaE jj eiuS Uj 

you were not present among them when they cast lots to see 
which of them should become guardian of Mary; you were not 
present with them when they argued [about her], 

takhdsum [v. n.] mutual recrimination, disputing, 
wrangling (38:64) jUll Ja? 411 j ‘Ji that is real, the 

wrangling of the inhabitants ofHellfire. 

"f^khasm I [coll, n.] disputants, litigants (38:21) tu 41li! Ja'j 
I j’JjUi jj ^4^1 has the story come to you of the litigants, 
when they climbed into the private quarters? II [n., pi. 
khisdm] disputant, litigant, opponent (in one interpretation of 
2:204) ill jA j 14 Jc. jJll jg lajj liill sljkll y^illll 

there is the man whose views on the life of this world may 
please you, he [even] calls on God to witness what is in his heart, 
yet, he is the most bitter of opponents. 

CJCLoa khasmdn [dual n.] 1 two litigating/antagonistic 

parties/persons (38:22) UjI "^li V Ijlli 

they said, ‘Do not fear, [We are] two litigants, one of us has 
wronged the other, so judge between us fairly’ 2 adversaries 
(22:19) jUlai. Jj* these are two opposing camps 

in disagreement about their Lord. 

khasimun [pi. of intens. act. part. khasim] one 
given to disputing, contentious person (43:58) U ja 1.1 "Jp. I jllij 
i>"ja iJk Jj Vjk Vj 411 0jj'j4= saying, ‘Are our gods better or 
him?’-they cite him only to provoke you, they are a contentious 
people. 

khasim [intens. act. part.] 1 one given to antagonism, a 
contentious person (16:4) Joi ja lili fjL; [> JUjVI jk He 
created man from a drop of fluid, and behold the same man 
becomes an open contentious person 2 defendant, advocate 
(4:105) 1 4 u . t^ Jj^Ij^ jS Vj do not be an advocate for the 
treacherous. 




268 


khisam [n./v. n.] contention, animosity (in one 
interpretation of 2:204) liill 't>j 

lii ^ U ^Jc. there is the man whose views on the life 
of this world may please you, he [even] calls on God to witness 
what is in his heart, yet it is the most bitter of contentions. 

kh-d-d to twist, to crack, to cut the thorns off a branch; to 
become stale, to become shrivelled; to munch on soft fruit; to be a 
glutton. Of this root, j makhdud occurs once in the Qur’an. 

makhdud [pass, part.] one with its thorns cut off, 
thornless, laden with fruit (56:28) jV* ^ among thornless 

lote trees. 

j/(j^/C kh-d-r meadows, herbage, plantation, trees, green, fresh, 
soft, fragrant, verdant, youthful, inexperienced, new; to be 
blessed. Of this root, four forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: 
khadir once; ^akhdar once; jl^ khudr five times; and 
mukhdarratun once. 

1)4“ khadir [quasi-act. part.] that which is green, green 
herbage, plant, green foliage (6:99) iU Jjj| j* j 

ku. JS clii ^ He it is who sends down water from 

the sky, then with it We produce the shoots of every plant [lit. 
thing], then from it We bring out greenery. 

l)4ail ^akhdar [quasi-act. part.; pi. jl^ khudr] 1 green (in 
colour) (18:31) I'jlai. UG ^nd wearing garments o^ 

fine green silk 2 fresh (not dry) (12:43) ls J tA 

cLJG 'jAj ^ j ^ I see [in my dream] seven fat 

cows being eaten by seven lean ones; seven green ears of com 
and [seven] others, withered. 

i'Aa^ mukhdarratun [fern. act. part.] that which becomes 
green, verdant, alive with green (22:63) iU Jjjf k\\ ‘J Jj! 

do you not see how God sends water down 
from the sky and the earth becomes verdant? 

t/A/c kh-d-‘^ downward inclination of the neck, to lower one’s 
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head; to be submissive; to be lonely; to abase oneself; sound of 
battle; rumbling in the stomach. Of this root, two forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: takhda‘' and khddi‘'un. 

dakhda [imperf. of v. khada^'a both trans. and 
intrans.] to be meek, to be submissive; to be yielding (33:32) 

Aais Jjillj 1 (jj fHiuil 

wives of the Prophet, you are not like any of the other women, if 
you show piety, do not be yielding in your speech, lest he in 
whose heart is sickness should [be moved to] desire/covet [you], 

khadPun [pi. of act. part, khadP] those bowing, 
those showing submission, those humbling themselves (26:4) oj 
cjBia f UUl (> ‘fffc. Jjjj Lij if We wish, We can 
send down upon them from heaven a sign, so that their nobility 
(or, necks) would [become humble to it] bow [humbly] to it. 

i/L/^ kh-t-'’ to miss the target, to veer away from the correct path, to 
err, to commit a crime, to sin; a mistake, a crime, a sin. Of this 
root, eight forms occur 22 times in the Qur’an: tH! "’akhta^’a 
twice; liai. khata'’ twice; khif once; khdtPun five times; 
^U. khdtPatun twice; ^idai. khatVatun three times; 
khatPdt twice and khatdyd five times. 

Uakl •^akhta^’a [v. IV, intrans.] to err, to be mistaken (33:5) 

U ‘c0j 5 U Uja and there is no blame on 

you regarding the mistakes you make, only [you are blamed] for 
what your hearts deliberately intend. 

liak khata'’ [v. n./n., adverbially used] by mistake, in error 
(4:92) tiai. Vj ll«> Jki ‘j (jlS Uj it is not [conceivable] for a 
believer to kill another believer, except by mistake. 

liak khif [n./v. n. implying intensity] mistake, sin, crime, an 
act of disobedience (17:31) Ijia Sf j 

I'jj^ ]jl£ [jj do not kill your children for fear of poverty- 
We shall provide for them and for you—killing them is a great sin. 

jjjjLlk khdtPun [pi. of act. part. khdtP\ fern. ^U. 

khdtPatun] 1 those who sin, sinners (12:97) hujjj ui "jiijkl UdU Ijlli 
[jjjk'^ 4S Uj they said, ‘Father, ask God to forgive us our sins—we 



were indeed sinners’ 2 [of deeds] sinful, erroneous (69:9) 
^UJj iJua [jx'j Pharaoh, those before him, and the 

ruined cities—[all] committed sinful [deeds], 

khatPatun [n., pi. ejluLi. khatPdt and UlLi- khatdya] 
evildoing, sin, crime (71:25) IjU Ijkjla Ijajc-l ll- because of 

their sins they were drowned and then made to enter a Fire. 

kh-t-b an affair, matter, concern, business, situation; a public 
speech, to address a group, a sermon, a speech, to speak; to 
propose in marriage to a woman, a marriage proposal. Of this 
root, four forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: L-iu. khdtaba three 
times; khatb five times; khitdb three times; 

khitbatun once. 

L^U khdtaba [v. Ill, trans.] 1 to talk to, to address (25:63) lijj 
I cind when the ignorant speak to them, they 
say: ‘We have nothing to do with you [lit. are quit of you] ’ (or, 
they say ‘Peace’) 2 [with prep, to speak on behalf of, to 
intercede, to plead (11:37) 'o^ J4jj I Yj do not 

plead with Me for those who have done wrong-they will be 
drowned. 

Lilli khatb [n./v. n.] matter, affair, ailment, trouble *(20:95) Li 
LLJai and what was the matter with you? 

LiUii khitdb [n./v. n.] 1 address, talking, discourse (78:37) 
LLLi kio Lord of Mercy, no one will have it in their 

power to force speech with Him (or, they will have no authority 
from Him to speak) 2 argument (38:23) 'ciJLdj ^ ^ bj 
Jlaa sVfj iJj this, my brother, has 
ninety-nine ewes and I have one ewe, so he said, ‘Put her in my 
charge,’ and he prevailed over me in argument, *(38:20) JL^ 
uLLill decisive talk, sound judgement. 

Ajlai khitbatun [n.] marriage proposal (2:235) Ui Yj 

^ jiak! ji fLull 5 U no blame will be attached to 

you if you give a hint of [an intended] marriage proposal to 
[these] women or keep it to yourselves. 
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kh-t-t furrows, roads; lines, pen markings, writing, stripes; 
living quarters; affair, plan, intention; to write. Of this root, 
takhutt occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

.laaii takhutt [2“‘‘ pers. imperf. of v. Ixi. khatta, trans.] to write 
down, to transcrihe (29:48) 'dakj Vj 5 d)a Jtu Cx£. Uj 

uji'KA" '4 and you never recited, before it, any book; nor 

did you write one down with your own right hand. [Had you done 
so], those who are bent on denial might [then] have had [cause] 
to doubt. 

kh-t-f to snatch, to grab; to dazzle, to blind; to be fast, to walk 
briskly; a hook, to hook; to sail, to miss the target. Of this root, 
four forms occur six times in the Qur’an: uLi- khatifa three times; 
t ilrSn yatakhattaf once; ^ iV-Sn yutakhattaf twice; and 
khatfatun once. 

i-iiai khatifa a [v. trans.] 1 to snatch away (22:31) Uitki 
f U«Ul as if he has fallen down from the skies, so the 
birds snatch him up 2 to dazzle, to blind (2:20) ^ ilS) 

^ the lightning almost blinds their sight, 

whenever it flashes on them they walk on in it. 

I n yatakhattaf [imperf. of v. V ^ iKVi takhattafa, trans.; 
pass, t iliVij yutakhattaf to sweep away, to do away with, to grab 
from all directions (8:26) jj Ijjkilj 

"ijl and remember when you were a few, considered as 
weak in the land and afraid that people might grab you from all 
directions. 

Ailai khatfatun [n. of unit] a snatch, a grab/a snatched object 
(37:10) 44'^ Vj except for he who snatches 

away a fragment [of conversation], and so is pursued by a 
piercing flame. 

j/L/^ kh-t-w step, to take a step; way, tracks; to overtake, to avoid. 
Of this root, eijI jLi. khutuwdt occurs five times in the Qur’an. 

cjljlai, khutuwdt [pi. of n. of unit khutwatun] footsteps (2:208) 
yjLLlill I jkp Vj and do not follow in Satan’s footsteps. 
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kh-f-t weakness caused by hunger, to become feeble; to 
become inaudible, to die down, to become soft, (of voice) to 
become subdued, to become still, to die suddenly. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: ejiUj tukhafit once; 
and tiiUJu yatakhdfat twice. 

tukhafit [imperf. of v. Ill iiiU. khafata, intrans.] to 
endeavour to muffle one’s voice, to keep one’s voice inaudible 
(17:110) 'tkif tlfcu jjjlj Vij il -s'i Vj Vj and do not be 

loud in your prayer, or too quiet, but seek between these [lit. this^ 
a way. 

i3Ujj yatakhdfat [imperf. of v. VI cjaUj takhdfata, intrans.] to 
enjoin quietness on one another, to hold an exchange in low 
voices, to whisper (68:23) so they went off, 

speaking to each other in whispers. 

kh-f-d low flat land, a low flat hill; to lower; to be affluent, 
affluence, easy, relaxing situation; to take it easy, to walk at ease; 
to die. Of this root, two forms occur four times: '’ikhfid three 

times and khafidatun once. 

■(j^l dkhfid [imper. of v. khafada, trans.] keep low, 
lower, bring down *(15:88) be 

accommodating, be friendly, be tender [lit. lower your wing] to 
the believers’, *(17:24) Jill 14^ L44^l j and humble yourself to 
them, be tender to them [lit. lower to them the wing of 
humbleness]. 

khafidatun [fern. act. part.] bringing down, humbling, 
debasing, demoting *(56:3) ^IJ abasing [some] and 

exalting [others]. 

kh-f-f light load, a small group of people; camel’s foot, to 
travel at ease, (of camels) to travel in single file; to be light, to be 
light-hearted, to move quickly, to be quick-witted; to take lightly, 
to treat with contempt, to consider as easily influenced, to die. Of 
this root, seven forms occur 17 times in the Qur’an: ^ khajfa 
three times; Uui. khajfafa three times; yukhajfaf five 
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times; ^ is . 7 .. . I ^istakhajfa three times; takhflf once', c^khafif 

once and khifaf once. 

tii khajfa i [v. intrans.] to be, become or prove to be light or 
scanty *(7:9) cjik the one whose scales are light, the 

one who brought little to the weighing, the one whose good deeds 
did not weigh much. 

(-iii khaffafa [v. II, trans.; pass, yukhajfaf imperf. of 
khuffifa] to lighten, to lessen (40:49) 
ask your Lord to lighten our suffering [even] for one day. 

dstakhaffa [v. X, trans.] 1 to consider as light, to 
consider light enough to carry or handle, to take lightly, to make 
light of (16:80) pjlk l54-j and He provided 

for you from the hides of cattle houses [tents] you find light 2 to 
consider as easy to influence, to consider as rash and incapable of 
serious thoughts (43:54) »jLliU so. He deemed his 

people easy to influence and they obeyed him 3 to urge, to hasten 
(in one interpretation of 43:54)»jLliU t i-^-i* .. i l3 so. He urged his 

people [to disobey Moses] and they obeyed him. 

khq/if [quasi-act. part., pi. khifdf] 1 light (7:189) Ilia 
cjIX UUij and when he mated with [lit. covered] her she 
conceived a light pregnancy 2 lightly armed, lightly equipped; 
easy moving (9:41) 5 dll JX- )»kir^L I jjaVj ' jj^! 

so go forth, lightly and heavily [armed], and struggle for the way 
of God with your possessions and your persons. 

kh-f-y (the opposite concepts of appearing and disappearing 
are covered by this root, so affecting the interpretation of some of 
the verses in which derivatives of it occur) digging up, 
excavating, a grave robber; to disappear; to be unperceived, to 
hide; secret; secondary feathers in a bird’s wing; jinn. Of this 
root, nine forms occur in 34 places in the Qur’an: takhfd six 

times; <>^.1 '’akhfd (1) 17 times; '’ukhfiya once; 
yastakhfun three times; khafiyy twice; <^1 ^akhfd (2) once; 
^U. khdfiyatun once; khufyatun twice and mustakhfl 

once. 




takhfd [imperf. of v. khafiya, intrans.] to hide, to be 
hidden (40:16) ■(4-4 5 dll V 'cijjj4 'fji on the Day 

when they will come forth, and nothing about them will remain 
hidden from God. 

'’akhfd (1) [v. IV, trans.; pass, '^ukhfiya] 1 to hide 
something, to eoneeal (2:271) t*jikj "tjjj llaui \ JSu ‘(jj 

'Jp. sljill Ujjjjj if you openly give charity, it is 
praiseworthy, but if you keep it secret and give to the needy [in 
private ], that is better for you 2 to remove that whieh eoneeals, to 
make explieit, to bring out into the open (in some interpretations 
of verse 20:15) 4^' the Hour is coming, I am 

almost making it explicit [lit. removing that which makes it 
hidden] (or, keeping it hidden). 

(.jiiiuij yastakhfi [imperf. of v. X dstakhfd, intrans.] to 

seek to hide, to endeavour to hide or eoneeal oneself (4:108) 
(jjikluu V'j (jjsiluu they endeavour to hide from 

people, but they do not [try to] hide from God. 

khafiyy [quasi-aet. part.] 1 obseure, well-hidden *(42:45) 
ujjk-jj glancing furtively [lit. from a hidden eye] 2 
seeret, silent, unspoken, inaudible (19:3) 4^ ifaj jj when 

he called to his Lord silently imploring Him. 

"akhfd (2) [elat.] more/most unpereeived, more/most 
eoneealed, more/most hidden (20:7) kill JjilL ‘{fj 

whatever you may utter aloud. He knows the secret and what is 
even more hidden [less perceived]. 

aJU khdfiyatun [fern. aet. part./n.] that whieh is deeply hidden, 
that whieh eoneeals itself, a seeret; also the jinn (the sing. fern, 
gender denotes emphasis) (69:18) 'i on 

that Day you will be exposed (or, you will be brought to 
judgement) and not a secret of yours will remain hidden. 

khufyatan [v. n. used adverbially] in seereey, privately, 
silently, in the mind/thoughts (7:55) m? 4 ^ kj] I jL'J 

[jjiStlll call on your Lord humbly and in your thoughts—He does 
not like those who transgress His bounds. 



275 


^I6lt 

^451 ' .,1 a mustakhfl [act. part.] interpreted both as hidden, 
well-concealed or as apparent, visible (13:10) Jjall ‘jJ I> 
jtjjlij LjjUj'j jyilj t jA ^ ]>j alike among you is he 

who conceals his words and he who speaks them openly, he who 
hides himself under cover of night, and he who sallies forth by 
day (or, appearing by night and hiding himself by day). 

^/6/c kh-l-d mountains, rocks; to remain put for a long time, to be 
forever, to be eternal, eternity, to grow old without showing 
physical signs of old age; to be well contented, to like someone or 
some place; to wear some kind of trinkets; mind; heart; spirit; a 
mole-like animal. Of this root, seven forms oeeur 87 times in the 
Qur’an: takhludun twiee; 'jkl '’akhlada twiee; ili. khuld six 

times; ilU- khalid four times; CiJ^^ khalidun 70 times; ijk khulud 
onee; and mukhalladun twiee. 

jlij takhlud [imperf. of v. '.ili. khalada, intrans.] to remain, last, 
endure for a long time or forever, to gain immortality (26:129) 
(jjikj and do you build fortresses, so that you 

may remain forever? 

jli) ^akhlada [v. IV] 1 [intrans. with prep, (^j] to incline to, to 
take to, to cling to, to give oneself completely to (7:176) "/j 

ifjA j ^ and had We willed. We could 

have raised him up by their means, but he clung to the earth and 
followed his desire 2 [trans.] to cause to be immortal, to eause to 
remain or live forever (104:3) ‘J t .u . iVj thinking his wealth 

will make him live forever. 

jla, khuld [v. n./n.] immortality (21:34) ip '.-j 

We have not granted to a human before you [Prophet] everlasting 
life. 

khalid [aet. part., pi. khalidun) 1 immortal (7:20) Jlij 
{ja UjSj jI tlySLo UjSj J yj Sjklill jjc. Uokjj Uo he said, 
‘Your Lord only forbade you this tree lest you become angels or 
of the immortals ’ 2 one living or remaining forever or for a long 
time (9:100) \’4 '44 ‘aJij He prepared 

for them Gardens through which streams flow, in which they 
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abide forever 3 to live, to remain, to endure for a certain period of 
time without interruption (11:107) j clol'j U 'oi^ 

there remaining in it for as long as the heavens and earth endure. 

jjia, khulud [n./v. n.] immortality, eternity, remaining for ever 
(50:34) ’fji 411j enter it in peace—this is the Day of 

Eternity. 

mukhalladun [pi. of pass. part. mukhallad] 

interpreted either as beautifully attired or as forever youthful 
(76:19) Ijj^ lylyl [the] 

eternally youthful [lit. eternal youths] (or, beautifully attired 
youths) will attend them-if you could see them, you would think 
they were scattered pearls. 

kh-l-s purity, to he unblemished, to purify, to extricate, to 
extract, to select above others, to befriend; to bring to safety, to 
reach safety; to arrive, to join someone, to be alone with; to be 
sincere. Of this root, nine forms occur 31 times in the Qur’an: 
khalasa once; '’akhlasa twice; ^istakhlasa once; 

khdlis twice; khdlisatun five times; o-aki mukhlis 

three times; ijjLoki mukhlisun eight times; mukhlas once 

and ijjlakk mukhlasun eight times. 

khalasa u [v. intrans.] to extricate oneself, to draw away 
from others, to draw or retire to one side (12:80) ^ I y . /nu . . ! Ilia 

I jLi>k. when they despaired of [retrieving] him, they retired to 
one side, as a conferring group. 

'’akhlasa [v. IV, trans.] 1 to devote, to dedicate oneself or 
something entirely to (4:146)5414 I \JdiJj lyij yyi' Vj 
<11 )44 p 1 not so those who repent, mend their ways, holdfast 
to God, and devote their religion entirely to Him 2 to purify, to 
make someone pure; or to distinguish someone with, to favour 
someone with something exclusively; or to make someone 
devoted to (38:46) jfJ iJklalak! Uj We have rendered 

them pure by a pure quality (or. We have favoured them, to the 
exclusion of others, with a quality particular to them', or. We have 
made them devoted [to Us[ by a quality of their own), [namely] 




their keeping in mind the [ultimate] abode. 

.ij ^astakhlis [1** pers. imperf. of v. X dstakhlasa, 

trans.] to select someone or something above all else, to dedicate 
someone/something to oneself (12:54) 5 U Jlij 

(. 5 ^ the king said, ‘Bring him to me: so I may attach him to my 
person. ’ 

khdlis I [quasi-act. part.; fern. khdlisatun] pure, 

complete, total, true (39:3) ^ Sf! true [also: pure, total, 

complete^ devotion is due to God alone II [fern. n. 
khdlisatun] entitlement to the exclusion of all others, a privilege, 
that which is particularised (33:50) bj j bj 

(jji 'A rg55ru . i3 "J 'jJ also any believing 

woman who offers herself [without dowry in marriage] to the 
Prophet and if the Prophet wishes to seek her in marriage-this is 
an exclusive [privilege] for you [Prophet] and not for the [rest of 
the] believers. 

mukhlis [act. part., pi. mukhlisun] 1 one who 

devotes or dedicates oneself or something to (39:2) 412] Uljjl U] 
[jj’J Id llol^ s-ildSll indeed, We have sent down the 

Book to you with the Truth, so worship God, devoting to Him the 
religion 2 one who is sincere (2:139) jA j fdll Ujjklij! J5 

UlUi! UJj say [to the people of the 
Scripture] How can you argue with us about God when He is our 
Lord and your Lord? Our deeds belong to us, and yours to you. 
We are sincere to Him. 

'(joi^mukhlas [pass, part., pi. mukhlasun] the chosen 

one, the purified one (38:83) ^lit^ V] except for Your 

chosen/purified servants’, * o-aliU.VI name of Sura 112, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the ‘purity of faith’ it describes, also 
called and (see s-m-d). 

i/J/^ kh-l-t to mix, to blend, a mixture, a component, the four 
humours; base people, common people; to intermingle, to 
associate, to be familiar with; partnership, partners; husband, 
cousin, neighbour; to confuse, to be mad. Of this root, four forms 




occur six times in the Qur’an: Jak khalata once; iJUj tukhalit 
once; ■Lii.l ^ikhtalata three times and itik khulata^ once. 

kalL khalata i [v. trans.] to mix (9:102) I j 

IjL, IklU-a I^Lk and others confessed their sins, they 

mixed a righteous deed with another evil one. 

ialUj tukhalit [imperf. of v. Ill UU- khalata, trans.] to associate 
with, to mix with, to intermingle with, to combine with ( 2 : 220 ) 
JJkjJalUj ‘ijVj 541 ^ Cf- and they ask 

you about the orphans, say, ‘It is good to set things right for 
them, if you mix their ajfairs with yours [lit. mix with them] [also 
interpreted as: if you intermingle with them] [remember] they are 
your brothers and sisters. ’ 

Mii) dkhtalata [v. VIII, intrans.] to become mixed/mingled 
with, to be combined with (18:45) ciik 5 U ikkli iUTjji 

o^ajVl like water We send down from the sky, so the vegetation of 
the earth combines with it [absorbs it[. 

fUali khulatd'’ [pi. of n. iaJi- khallt] partners, business 
associates, kinfolk (38:24) IjjjS 'ujj 

fUakll he has done you wrong by demanding 
your ewe in addition to his ewes, and many partners transgress 
against one another. 

kh-l-‘' to take off, to draw off, to draw out, to dislodge; to 
disown, to break a pledge; to be alone, to be mad, to be foolish; 
tattered garment. Of this root, yi-l Hkhla’', occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

dkhla^" [imper. of v. ^ khala’^a, trans.] take off ( 20 : 12 ) 
jIjIIj 21 jj so take off your shoes; you are in the 

sacred valley, Tuwd. 

kh-l-f hack, backside, behind, in the rear; to stay behind, to be 
put behind; to delay, to be a straggler; to replace, to succeed, to be 
appointed as successor; a ruler, representative, governor; an 
offshoot, a son, a generation, a follower; to differ, to be different, 
to be contrary; to fail to keep a promise, to let down, to alternate. 



Of this root, 23 forms occur 127 times in the Qur’an: khalafa 

five times; uik khullifa once; yukhalif iWicQ-, uAkf ^akhlafa 
13 times; tukhlaf once; ^ ik n yatakhallaf once; 

^ikhtalafa 33 times; and ^ikhtulifa twice; uki-l ^istakhlafa 
five times; khalf twice', Cij^^ khalifun once; khilaf six 
times; ^ khilfatun once; Jfji. khawalif twice; khalifatun 
twice; khala'’if four times; iUli- khulafd'’ three times; 

mukhallafun four times; uJiJo mukhlif once; Hkhtildf seven 

times; ^ mukhtalif eight times; mukhtalifun twice and 

QjihclA mustakhlafun 11 times. 

<-ili khalafa u I [v. intrans.] to succeed, to follow, to come 
after (19:59) Ij^fj I ‘ly. uAii but there 

came after them successors neglecting prayer and following lusts 
II [V. trans.] 1 to act as deputy, to replace (7:142) 

'ujj'4 and Moses said to his brother Aaron, ‘Take my 
place among my people’ 2 to act or do something during 
someone’s absence (7:150) 144^ Jli U^l 5 u"ja llTj 

(_ 5 >j ‘y y j2lak and when Moses returned to his people, angry and 
grieved, he said, ‘How foul your conduct has been after my 
departure! ’ (or, ‘What afoul thing you have put in my place after 
me!’). 

<-ik khullifa [pass, of v. 11 khallafa] to be left behind 
(9:118) IjiJi. and to the three who were left behind. 

yukhdlif [imperf. of v. Ill i-jiu. khalafa, trans.] 1 [with 
prep. <^j] to act or do something contrarily to someone after 
having forbidden such an act to him; to impact on something 
behind someone’s back (11:88) U "J ij Uj and 

I do not want to do, behind your backs, that which I have 
forbidden you to do 2 [with prep. y\ to go back on, fail to 
keep/obey (24:63) y and let those beware 

who go back on His (or, the Prophet’s) command. 

tili) ^akhlafa [v. IV, trans.] 1 to go back on, to break or to fail 
to keep (e.g. a promise) (20:87) lj$I^ 2Lc."jx uiLl U I jUi they said, 
‘We did not break our word to you of our own accord’ 2 to act 
contrary to, to let down, to fail (14:22) ij [jj 



God surely promised you a true promise, I promised you, 
and failed you 3 to compensate or replace something spent or lost, 
to reward something spent (34:39) <aki Uj 

whatever you give in alms He will reward it. 

tiki tukhlaf [2’^'^ pers. imperf. of pass. v. IV tjjkl ^ukhlifa] (of a 
promise) to he denied, to be broken (20:97) kk y IVj- 'A ‘y'j 
and you have a promise you will not be denied. 

tikj yatakhallaf [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to stay behind, to 
hold back from, to be absent (9:120) [kp- I>j JaV 1- 
<111 Jjlo'j Ijik "J it is not proper for the people of 

Medina and those around them of the desert Arabs to hold back 
from following the messenger of God. 

tik) dkhtalafa [v. VIII, intrans.] 1 to differ, to vary, to be 
different (8:42) y klky ‘^\'y "jij had you promised each 
other [to fight/meet], you would surely have differed [in keeping] 
the appointment 2 to dispute (with), to disagree (with), to differ in 
opinion (on) (42:10) kl yi iuSki ^ kikl U'j whatever you 

may differ about is for God to judge. 

tik) dkhtulifa [pass, of v. VIII] to be disputed (11:110) kj 
^ ejla^li Ljt$ll lijli We gave Moses the Book, but it was 
differed about [lit. differences were expressed in respect to it]. 

I aKt . n l dstakhlafa [v. X, trans.] to appoint as successor, to 
cause to follow (24:55) ]> yill kkl k He 

will certainly make them successors in the land, as He made those 
before them successors. 

<-k khalfl [n.] 1 succeeding generation, successors (7:169) 
y='jic. ykl Ijjjj ki. kii so a generation 

succeeded them who inherited the Book, choosing the fleeting 
gains of this lower [world] 2 behind, rear *(41:42) 5tuh Sf 

ki-1> V j cj2 falsehood cannot approach it from any direction 

[lit. before or from behind] II [adverb of place] at the back, in the 
rear, behind (19:64) uk U'j yu U <1 to Him belongs what is 
before us and what is behind us. 

khdlifun [pi. of act. part. khdlif] those who stay 



behind after others have gone to carry out a task, particularly war 
(9:83) you chose to sit at 

home the first time, so stay [now] with those who stay behind. 

<-fcU khildf [v. n.] being contrary, being in opposition; being 
behind, staying behind (9:81) Jjl-'j 

those who were left behind [and did not join in the Campaign of 
Tabuk[ rejoiced at their staying behind the messenger of God', 
*(7:124) 7 will cut off your hands and 

feet upon alternate sides [on opposite sides], 

Aili khilfatan [v. n./n.] (the act of) coming one after the other, 
replacing one another; being different, alternating (25:62) j*j 
^ lS4- He it is who made the night and day replace 

one another (or, come one after the other). 

khawdlif [pi. of n. ^U. khdlifatun, also said to be pi. of 
act. part. uJU. khdlifi ones staying behind; women (because they 
stay at home when men go forth to war); the laggards, contrary 
ones (9:93) ^ 

iJI'jiJI censure, however, is for those who sought your permission 
and, though rich, were pleased to be with the laggards (or, [at 
home] with the women). 

khallfatun [n., pi. UjSu. khald^if and khulafd^] 1 
representative, (2:30) AiJi. Jc.14. 'dCj Jli jjj when 

your Lord told the angels, 7 am putting a representative on 
earth’ 2 successor, heir (7:74) ^ »uk jj Ijjkilj 

and remember when He made you heirs after ‘’ad and 
established you in the land. 

mukhallafun [pi. of pass. part, mukhallaf] one who 
is left behind (48:16) [> li tell the desert Arabs 

who were left behind. 

mukhlif [act. part.] one who does not keep a promise, one 
who goes back on a promise (14:47) AJll so 

do not think that God will break His promise to His messengers. 

dkhtildf [v. n.] 1 difference (between), diversity, 
succession (10:6) ^ ^11 jk Uj JjJll ^ 
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'qJlu ^‘Jai pUV in the succession of night and day, and in what God 
created in the heavens and earth, there truly are signs for those 
who are mindful [of God] 2 discrepancy, contradiction, 
inconsistency (4:82) ^ IjVji fdll Jjc- I> 'cp. "/j 'q\V^\ 

I'jjjS will they not ponder on the Qur’an?, if it had been from 
anyone other than God, they would surely have found much 
inconsistency in it. 

< a mukhtalif [quasi-act. part.; pi. mukhtalifun] 1 

different from [one another]; disputing with one another (11:118) 
[jjiJjko Vj sV'j o"'^' jij had your Lord willed. 

He would have made humankind one nation, but they continue to 
be different 2 varying, diverse (16:69) 

(jiliU ^ from their bellies comes forth a drink of diverse 
hues in which there is healing for humankind 3 opposing, 
contradictory (51:8) Jj5 you are of opposing 

opinions. 

]» mustakhlafun [pi. of pass. part. ^ mustakhlaf] 
those who are appointed as successors, inheritors, heirs, or 
trustees (57:7) ^ j and give out of that over 

which He has made you successors. 

J/<J/C kh-l-q to create, to originate, to design, creation, the entire 
creation, the human race; natural disposition, innate nature; to he 
shapely, comely; to deal tactfully with others, to assume a certain 
disposition; to attribute falsely; to estimate; to be of good 
character; luck, share; to be capable; (of a garment) to wear out; a 
fragrant substance. Of this root, 10 forms occur 239 times in the 
Qur’an: jii. khalaqa 151 times; jk. khuliqa 11 times; khalq 
52 times; ^lU- khdliq eight times; oku. khdliqun four times; 
khalldq twice; mukhallaqatun twice; '’ikhtildq once; 

khaldq six times and jk khuluq twice. 

jk khalaqa u [v. trans.] 1 to create anew, to bring into being 
(25:54) pi. jAj and He it was who created from 

water a human being 2 to form or to shape (3:49) [>41 jk! p! 

pi jjlj Ijola tjj^ ^ JjJall pp pall 7 wUl shape for you out of 
clay [a thing] like the form of birds, then I will breathe into it and 
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it will become a bird by God’s will. 

khuliqa [pass, v.] to be created (25:3) V 
[jjaki j oj^ they take aside from Him gods that create 
nothing, and are themselves created. 

JK khalq I [v. n.] the act of creating, (3:190) [jj 

cAfl truly, in the creation of 

the heavens and earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
are signs for those endowed with minds II [n.] 1 creatures, all 
creation, human race (31:11) 59 j-i I> oiii' jk liU pi li* 
this is God’s creation. Now, show Me that which those besides 
Him have created 2 design of creation, shape, stature (7:69) 
okll piljj pjj »lik pip. ij lyk^lj and remember 

when He made you successors after the people of Noah and 
increased you in stature 3 stage of creation (39:6) ojP ij 

djUlti ^ jjii. iu lili. pjtpl He creates you in your mothers ’ 
wombs, one stage [of forms] after another in three-fold [depths 
of] darkness 4 lying, fabrication (according to one reading of 
verse 26:137)aik^' (d^) d this is none but the 

fabrication of those gone past. 

JiU khdliq I [act. part., pi. khdliqun] one engaged in 

creating (38:71) dP I> cPj Pj jj when your 

Lord said to the angels, 7 am creating a human from clay’ II [n. 
with the definite article: an attribute of God] the Creator, the 
Maker (59:24) tsjP P' j* He is God, the Creator, the 
Originator. 

khalldq [intens. act. part.] the greatest creator (15:86) dj 
JpJI tpLkJI jA 2£'j your Lord is the Supreme Creator, the All 
Knowing. 

mukhallaqatun [fern. pass, part.] formed, shaped (22:5) hli 
pliax ’dfe“ P pit d,“ P pLu "dx p PjS !>“ We 

created you from dust, then a drop of seed, then a clinging mass, 
then a lump of flesh, both shaped and unshaped. 

jip^l dkhtildq [v. n.] fabrication, lying, invention (38:7) Upu.- U 
71 li* dj s'_>.7l ppl lip we did not hear of this in the former 
faith: this is nothing but invention. 
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ipAkhalaq [n.] share, portion; standing (3:77) 'ojJ^ oiii' 
Sj^VI V 4Jaljl !;Ua li«j j those who sell out 

God’s covenant and their own oaths for a small price—those will 
have no share in the Hereafter. 

jk khuluq [n.] interpreted as habit, custom, character, natural 
disposition, traits, manners, way of life (68:4) 41jjj 

truly you are of great moral character. 

6l6lt. kh-l-l opening, aperture; to go in between; to persuade; to be 
poor; character, trait, attribute; friendship, a close confidant; 
lover, loved person; wife; wine, vinegar; a tattered garment; 
anklets. Of this root, four forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: ^ 
khullatun once; khildl eight times; lIj)^ khalll three times and 
'’akhilld'’ once. 

^ khullatun [n., pi. l64- khildl] friendship (2:254) (jjil 
Vj kii. Vj ^ 'i ^jj ‘(jl Ij^l IjioU you 

who believe, give from what We have provided for you, before the 
Day comes in which there is no bargaining, no friendship, and no 
intercession. 

J5U khildl I [pi. used adverbially] 1 (small gaps, breaches, 
openings) through, amongst, between, within (9:47) I 

they would have scurried about in your midst, trying to 
sow discord among you 2 [with prep. i>] among, within 
(30:48) ^151^ you see the rain issuing from 

within them II [either v. n. of v. Ill or pi. of noun ^ khullatun] 
the act of being friendly, having friends; friendships (14:31) Jja o- 
J5U V j 50 ^ ^ 7 "fji ‘J before a Day comes when there will be 
no trading or friendship. 

JjIa khalll [n., pi. ^akhilld'’] 1 a very close intimate friend 
(43:67) on that Day, close friends will 

become each other’s enemies 2 (an epithet of Abraham) the close 
friend of God (4:125) \ God took Abraham as a 

close friend. 

j/6lc kh-l-w to be vacant, to be solitary, to vacate, to be vacated; 



wide open space; to be set free, to divorce; to be alone or in 
seclusion with someone; a cell, a hive; to devote oneself to 
something; to go past in time, something of the past, passage of 
time; to produce herbage, pasture. Of this root, four forms occur 
28 times in the Qur’an: khala 25 times; khalla once; 

takhalld once and khdliyatun once. 

khald u [v. intrans.] 1 to become of the past (2:141) 4 Uj 
U 14 J 03 this is a community that has become of the past; 

for them is what they earned 2 to be alone, to be by oneself, to be 
in seclusion (3:119) Jajidl 't> J-hVl I tjL lijj but when they 
are alone, they bite [their] fingertips in rage at you 3 to become 
empty, to become free, to become clear *(12:9) 
your father’s undivided attention will be yours [lit. your father’s 
face becomes free for you] 4 to become the norm, the practice, to 
become time-honoured (40:85) ^ this is 

God’s way which has become established as the norm for His 
creatures 5 [also with prep. (^] to come and go past [in time] 
(35:24) tfcji 5U. Vj "o- there is not a community, but a 
Warner has come [lit. passed] among them 6 [also with prep, 
to meet in seclusion with, to be alone with (2:14) ji Tjk lijj 
Uj I jlli when they come to be secluded with their devils 

[devilish leaders], they say, ‘We’re [really] with you. ’ 

ji^khalld [v. II, trans.] to let go *(9:5) \'y\Vj I jM'j ‘(jli 
Ijiii slSjll but if they repent, maintain prayer and pay the 
prescribed alms, let them go on their way. 

takhalld [v. V, intrans.] to let go; to become vacant, to 
become free; to make oneself vacant or free (84:4) 144 U eiillj 
eiikjj and it casts out what is in it and becomes empty. 

khdliyatun [fern, quasi-act. part.] that which has gone past 
(in time), (of time) gone by (69:24) jiiLf U<u liu* II Jk 

QUJI eat and drink with enjoyment as a reward for what you have 
done in days gone by. 

^I?lt kh-m-d (of fire) to die out, to abate; to faint, to be silent, 
contemplative. Of this root, khdmidun occurs twice in the 
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Qur’ an. 

khamidun [pi. of act. part. khamid] spent, extinct, 
expired, dead (36:29) sVfj Vj cjjis [jj it will be 

but one blast, and they will be expired. 

•^hlt kh-m-r to mix, to infect, to intoxicate, intoxicating drinks, 
wine and spirits, to ferment; to leaven, to raise; to hide, 
head-cover, (of a woman) to cover the head and face; to hear a 
grudge. Of this root, two forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: 
"J^ khamr six times and khumur once. 

jUi khamr [n.] 1 intoxicating drink, spirits, wine in particular 
(2:219) pj cJs Cfi- 21jjHlu they ask you 

[Prophet] about intoxicants and gambling: say, ‘There is great 
sin in both’ 2 grapes and other fruits that may he fermented into 
wine (12:36) !'_>«. Uiiiki Jla one of them said, 7 see 

myself pressing grapes. ’ 

Ipi khumur [pi. of n. khimdr] head-covers (24:31) 

[jAj^ and they should draw their head scarves to 
cover their necklines. 

kh-m-s five, fifth, one fifth, to make five, to become five, to 
become the fifth, Thursday; great army. Of this root, four forms 
occur eight times in the Qur’an: khamsatun three times; 

khdmisatun twice; khamsun twice and khums 

once. 

A-uuti khamsatun [card, no.] (18:22) lA'j ppS pl-pUj 

and [others] say, ‘They were five, their sixth was their 
dog ’—guessing in the dark. 

khdmisatun [fern, quasi-act. part.] the fifth (24:7) 

(jlk "(jj xfc. pll Xlxl ‘j and [swear] the fifth [time] that the 
curse of God be on him, if he is one of the lying. 

khamsun [card, no.] fifty (29:14) (Jj bLj jalj 
14tc. 7] 34-0 cjJa ‘We sent Noah to his people, and he 

stayed among them for fifty years short of a thousand. 
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khums [ord. no.] fifth (8:41) ^ ‘Jl ]> 
tlw'j l!j4^j know that 

whatever you win [as spoils of war], a fifth of it belongs to God 
and the Messenger, to those of kin [said to be the needy of the 
Prophet’s family] and orphans, to the needy and the wayfarers. 

0^1 ?lt kh-m-s hunger, famine, to he hungry, to be slim around the 
waist; the hollow of the foot; a heavy garment of striped wool or 
silk. Of this root, makhmasatun occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

makhmasatun [n.] hunger (9:120) Sf j ^ "f4j9 411j 

Jot 5 U 44^ Vj • • • aUI JjJ V j that is because 

they never suffer any thirst, weariness or hunger in the cause of 
God ..., but that a good deed is thereby recorded for them. 

kh-m-t type of lotus tree; bitter fruit, inedible fruit; fragrance 
of the blossoms of fruit-bearing trees; to ferment, to be haughty; 
to take by force. Of this root, khamt occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

khamt [n.] bitter fruit (also said to mean few fruits) 
(34:16) jsf yfjj fixity “ .vaniki tAUfij and We replaced for them 
their two gardens with two others that yielded bitter fruit. 

j/j/o/c kh-n-z-r thick axe or adze; to be rough and crude; pig, wild 
boar; ulcers afflicting the neck. Of this root, two forms occur five 
times in the Qur’an: jjjj^ khinzlr four times and khandzlr 
once. 

khinzlr [n., pi. jjjlji- khandzlr^ pig (2:173) fff. Uij 
yij He has only forbidden you unslaughtered 

dead animals, blood, pig’s meat. 

0^1 Olt kh-n-s to contract, to withdraw, to hide in, to shrink away, to 
cause to draw back; deer’s shelter. Of this root, two forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: khannds\ and Jui. khunnas. 

yiUa khannds [intens. act. part.] one given to drawing back, 
shrinking away [epithet of the Devil, so described because he 



fails to come forward to assist his followers in their time of need, 
or beeause he slinks away when God’s name is mentioned, or 
beeause he sneaks up on people unnotieed to tempt them] 
*(114:4) the slinking, the sneaking, the devious one. 

o-ii khunnas [pi. of quasi-aet. part. i_wU. khdnis] the planets 
whieh retraee their own eourses. Referenee in verse (81:15) 5\i 

(jajSJI 0^4 I swear by the planets that recede, move, and 
hide is said by philologists to be to the ‘luminous five’, namely. 
Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, Venus and Mereury, so deseribed beeause 
they are observed to have a bi-direetional motion, thus earning for 
themselves another epithet of ‘the puzzled planets’. Other 
interpreters, however, take the referenee to be generally to the 
stars in their rising and setting orbits. 

tj/o/c kh-n-q to strangle, to stifle, to ehoke, an animal killed by 
ehoking; neeklaee; eonstrietion, the mouth of a valley, small 
apertures; diphtheria. Of this root, munkhaniqatun oeeurs 
onee in the Qur’an. 

Aijai munkhaniqatun [pass, part.] [jur.] strangled (animal) 
(5:3) j ^ (JaI Uoj 

... forbidden to you [for food] are un-slaughtered dead 

animals; blood; pigs’ meat; anything consecrated to other than 
God; strangled animals, those killed by violent blows ... 

j/VC kh-w-r the lowing of an ox or a eow, to low, to moo; 
weakness, to weaken at the time of need, a eoward; low land 
between high hills. Of this root, "J ji. khuwdr oeeurs twiee in the 
Qur’ an. 

khuwdr [n.] lowing, mooing (20:88) ^ 
jfji. so he produced for them a calf, an effigy that produced a 
lowing sound. 

kh-w-d to wade, to ford, a ford; to plunge into a subjeet 
heedlessly, to engage in diseussion without mueh knowledge; 
ambiguity, eonfusion, to shake up. Of this root, three forms oeeur 
11 times in the Qur’an: khada eight times; khawd 



twice and kha^’idun once. 

khada u [v. intrans.] to indulge in idle talk, to plunge into 
malicious gossip, to talk abusively, speak evil of someone 
(6:68) iujk 1 ^ 

sjLc. when you come across people who speak ill of Our 
revelations, turn away from them until they move on to another 
topic. 

khawd [n./v. n.] idle talk, malicious gossip, abusive talk 
(6:91) cs? leave them alone playing in their vain 

talk. 

khdHdun [pi. of act. part. o^U- kha^’id] one engaged in 
idle talk or vain discourse (74:45) ^ USj we 

indulged in vain talk with vain talkers. 

kh-w-f fear, fright, to fear, to frighten; awe, concern, worry; 
to know, to suspect, to become aware; unworthy act; fighting, to 
decrease, to shorten. Of this root, eight forms occur 124 times in 
the Qur’an: khdfa 83 times; khawwafa four times; 

khawf 26 times; ^U. khd^if twice; (jjijU. khd^ifun once; 
khifatun six times; takhwif once and takhawwuf once. 

(-iU khdfa a [v. trans.] 1 to fear (8:26) ‘j 

afraid that people might grab you from all directions 2 to be in 
awe of, to revere (55:46) cJ^ ftj J.'ii as for him who 

reveres the majesty of his Lord there are two gardens 3 to worry 
or be anxious about something, to be concerned (4:9) jl 

I^u. lili^ ^jj ‘of. Ijk'jj and let those who, if they left 
behind them weak offspring, would be concerned for them [lest 
someone would treat them as badly] fear [in their behaviour 
towards orphans] 4 to sense, to experience, to come against 
(4:128) ' ^JlJ j\ ciialk. pjj 

IkLa 14^ and if a wife experiences high-handedness or alienation 
on her husband’s part, neither of them will be faulted if they 
agree between themselves on a settlement. 

yukhawwif [imperf. of v. II khawwafa, trans.] 1 to 
cause to fear, to frighten (3:175) t^j 




that Satan only intimidates his followers, so do not fear them 2 to 
warn, to admonish (39:16) ^ with that God 

warns His servants. 

lIjL khawf [v. n./n.] 1 fear, peril, dread (4:83) 't> '4 j 

jo Ijc-li J ifh\ whenever there comes to them [news of any] 
matter concerning safety or peril, they spread it around 2 worry, 
concern (10:62) S'j V ‘jj v! as for those 

who are close to God, there [should] be no concern about them, 
nor shall they grieve. 

(-itU khd^if [quasi-act. part., pi. khd^ifun] (one) 

experiencing fear, being afraid, fearful (28:21) La'ju UiU. ^'jii 
so he left the city, fearful and vigilant. 

khifatun [v. n./n.] 1 fear, dread (30:28) 
do you fear them with the fear [you have] for each other? 2 awe 
(13:13) 59^ I> the thunder sings His 

praises, and [so do] the angels, in awe of Him. 

(Jujij takhwlf[y. n.] the act of warning (17:59) 
liijij We do not send the signs except to give warning. 

utjaS takhawwuf [v. n.] interpreted as either reducing, 
decreasing, lessening, or as fearing, dreading *(16:47) ^jc. ‘J 
or He/punishment overtakes them by gradual decrease in 
fortune (or. He/it takes them by fear). 

J/j/^ kh-w-l (there is a degree of overlap between this root and 
kh-y-t) maternal uncle, maternal aunt; household, servants, 
helpers; ownership, property; to give in ownership, to bestow; to 
authorise, to enable; an overseer; to show pride, to scatter. Of this 
root, four forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: Jji- khawwala 
three times; S^khdl 11 times; J'j^i ^akhwdl once and khdldt 
three times. 

Jji khawwala [v. 11, trans.] to grant, to accord, to bestow 
(39:8) jLjj (jlS U ku, kdu AJji. |jj but once He grants 

him a favour from Him, he forgets that for which he had been 
calling [God] before. 
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JU khal [n., pi. ^akhwal] maternal uncle (33:50) pUjj 
plij and the daughters of your uncles and 
aunts on the mother’s side who migrated with you. 

cjVU khdldt [pi. of fern. ^U. khdlatun] maternal aunts (24:61) ‘j 
or the houses of your maternal aunts. 

O/j/t kh-w-n treachery, falsehood, disloyalty; to hetray, to let down; 
to give false advice; to shortchange; a furtive glance, to glance 
furtively; to look after; to fall on hard times. Of this root, six 
forms occur 16 times in the Qur’an: khdna five times; 

yakhtdn twice; khiydnatun twice; khd^’inun three times; 
^U. khd'dnatun twice and y khawwdn twice. 

(IjU khdna u [v. trans.] 1 to betray (8:71) IjjU- ‘Jfj 

Jja y- but if they mean to betray you, they have betrayed God 
before 2 to fail a trust (12:52) pjiHj kii.! 211j that 

[testimony should be enough proof] that I did not betray his [the 
master’s] trust behind his back 3 to break a pledge, to violate an 
agreement (8:27) Ijjjpj and [do not] knowingly 

break your pledges. 

takhtdnun [imperf. of v. VIII yii.1 ^ikhtdn, trans.] to 
deceive, to defraud, to cheat (4:107) Cf- V j 

do not argue for those who betray their own souls (or, who are 
false to themselves, or, who betray one another). 

khiydnatun I [v. n.] breaking of a covenant, betraying 
(8:71) Jja y- ^ jjU. "Pa I jiiJ yij but if they mean to betray 
you, they have betrayed God before II [n.] treachery, betrayal, 
(8:58) (_yI4 pli y- yaUj and if you fear 

treachery on the part of any people, throw it [their treaty] back at 
them equally/openly. 

khd^inun [pi. of act. part. yu. khddm, fern. ^jiU. 
khd^’inatun] a treacherous person, a cheat (4:105) yyl^ ys Vj 
'V. and do not be an advocate for the treacherous', *(40:19) ^U. 
furtive glances, stealthy glances, furtive looks. 

yija, khawwdn [intens. act. part.] one given to treachery, a 
vicious traitor (4:107) 1^1 Uji. yis y- V yi God does not 




love anyone given to treachery and sin. 


jIjIz. kh-w-y space, void, an opening, emptiness, to be deserted; to 
be derelict, to be crumbling; ruins; to be uprooted; wasteland; 
hunger. Of this root, ^jU- khdwiyatun occurs five times in the 
Qur’ an. 

AjjU khdwiyatun [fern, quasi-act. part.] 1 fallen down, ruined 
(27:52) IUj ^jU. those are their homes, desolate 

ruins as a result of their acting unjustly, *(18:42) ^jU. 

completely destroyed [lit. empty on its trellises] 2 uprooted, 
hollow (69:7) Jij jlix-l as if they were hollow palm tree 
trunks. 

kh-y-b the losing arrow in a game of fortune; to fail, to be 
disappointed; to go wrong; frustration, failure. Of this root, two 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: LjU- khdba four times; and 
(jjjjU. khd^ibun once. 

ljU khdba i [v. intrans.] to lose, to fail, to come to nothing 
(20:111) I4i]i LjU. ja'j and those who carry [the burden of 

having committed] injustice will meet with failure. 

khd^’ibun [pi. of quasi-act. part. khd^’ib] (one who 
is) losing, failing, disappointed, a failure (3:127) ojill U'jL 
[j,ujU. 1 jjlijja ’J ^ and that He might cut off a part of the 
disbelievers’ [army] or frustrate them so that they turn on their 
heels, losers. 

kh-y-r goodness, to be good, to be of use; to put ahead, to 
select above others, the select, the choice, the best; to have the 
option, an option, preference, to seek the best, to seek God’s 
guidance before an action. Of this root, six forms occur 198 times 
in the Qur’an: jli-l ^ikhtdra four times; yatakhayyarun 

twice; khayr 178 times; '’akhydr twice; khayrdt 10 
times; and khiyaratun twice. 

jliia) ^ikhtdra [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to select from, to choose from 
(7:155) huffed 5tk'j j and Moses chose from his 



people seventy men for a time set by Us 2 [with prep. <^] to 
prefer, to choose above (44:32) ^ oalj We 

chose them above all others in full knowledge. 

yatakhayyar [imperf. of v. V takhayyara, trans. 
(imperf. prefix j is elided from takhayyarun in verse 

(68:38)] to seek the best, to select (56:20) and 

[there will be] fruit of any [kind] that they chose. 

khayr I [n.] 1 goodness, all that is good (3:26) in 

Your hand is the good 2 much wealth, great property (2:180) 44 ^ 
rjji. ajj [jj (jj it is 

prescribed for you, when death comes to one of you if he is 
leaving behind great property, that he should make bequests to 
parents and close relatives II [elat.] 1 [usually with prep. i>] 
better (2:263) [> "Jp- Jja a kind word 

[from a would-be giver] and forgiveness [from the would-be 
receiver of charity[ is better than almsgiving after which follows 
hurt 2 [in construct the best (3:110) o^UU <1 

you are the best nation that has been brought forth for 
humankind. 

^akhydr [pi. of n./quasi-act. part. "Jp- khayr] truly good, 
the best (38:47) Uijt )4jj j and they, in Our sight, 

are among the chosen, of the best. 

cjljai khayrdt [pi. of fern. n. s'Jji. khayratun] 1 good deeds 
(21:73) pl'jlkJI Jka 441 [Jklikj We made them 

leaders, guiding by Our command, and We inspired them to do 
good deeds 2 rewards (9:88) IjjaU- 

they strive hard with their possessions and their persons, the best 
rewards belong to them 3 good, pious women (55:70) 

[jU.*?. in them there are virtuous, beautiful women. 

VjiL khiyaratun [n.] choice (33:36) Yj U'j 

■^j4i uj5j ‘J kijdjj kUf it is not fitting for any 

believing man or believing woman, once God and His Messenger 
have decided on a matter, to have a choice of their own [in the 
matter[. 




V<^/C thread, wire, string, rope; to sew, to stiteh up, needle, 

tailor, tailoring. Of this root, two forms oeeur three times in the 
Qur’an: ^4^ khayt twiee and khiydt onee. 

khayt [n.] streak; line; thread (2:187) ^ ' jjIP' j ' 

Jajll t>i=SVl eat and drink until the white 

thread/streak of dawn becomes distinct for you from the black. 

khiydt [n. of inst.] needle (7:40) ^ ^ j 

^ and they will not enter the Garden until a thick 
rope/camel passes through the eye of a needle. 

kh-y-l (there is a degree of overlapping between this root and 
J/j/t kh-w-l) imagining, to faney, to suppose, to guess, to 
presuppose, to foresee; speetre, ghost, apparition, shadow; pride, 
eoneeit, snobbery; horse riders, horses; maternal unele and aunt; 
mole (on skin). Of this root, three forms oeeur nine times in the 
Qur’an: yukhayyal onee; mukhtdl three times and 

khayl five times. 

yukhayyal [imperf. of pass. v. II khuyyila] to be made 
to appear in an imaginary form, to be made to look like 
something else (20:66) 5 uij 

lo and behold, their ropes and staffs were made-through their 
sorcery-to appear to him to be moving. 

Jlikli mukhtdl [quasi-aet. part.] arrogant, proud, eoneeited 
(31:18) j>i Jlik V tj] God does not love any of the 

arrogant boastful [people]. 

Jfr khayl [eoll. n.] 1 horses (16:8) Ujjij4 JUJfj j 

and horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride [them] and as 
an adornment 2 eavalry, riding forees (17:64) 44k!j 

41k'j'j and assail them with the noise of your cavalry and infantry. 

4(4It. kh-y-m tent, woollen tent of Bedouins, a dwelling, to settle in 
a plaee; to hold baek; to be seeure; personal disposition. Of this 
root, khiydm oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

khiydm [pi. of n. ^ khaym] tents, pavilions, eanopies; 



camel-litters in which women travel *(55:72) (.1^1 djrjjL^Io jjk 
dark-eyed maidens, treasured, highly valued [lit. sheltered] in 
pavilions. 



J/ dal 


'’al-dal the eighth letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiced 
dento-alveolar plosive sound. 

d-^’-b custom, habit, persistence, to persevere, to do regularly, 
day and night. Of this root, two forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: da^’b five times and dcdibayn once. 

Lil'j da^’b [n./v. n.] 1 way, custom, manner; habit, attitude; case, 
situation (3:11) GuGL I'tjjJj 'cjjc-'J J» JjS 

like [the case/attitude/way of] Pharaoh’s people and their 
predecessors, they denied Our revelations, and God punished 
them for their sins 2 [adverbially] ‘as usual’, ‘in the way it has 
been done’ (12:47) d'j (jj*-* ^ he said, ‘You should sow 

for seven [consecutive] years as usual. ’ 

(laojl'j dd^ibayn [dual of act. part, dddb] constant, diligent 
(14:33) 'jlaaltj He has made the sun and the 

moon useful to you, constant on their paths. 

Jjfj Dawiid [a proper name, borrowing from Hebrew, occurring 16 
times in the Qur’an] King and Prophet David (Sam) (27:16) 

A Ixftic. cJtsj -iji-i G' *' Solomon 

succeeded David, He said, ‘People, we have been taught the 
speech of birds, and we have been given [abundance] of 
everything. ’ 

The Qur’an speaks of how David killed Goliath, how God 
gave him sovereignty and wisdom and taught him what He 
pleased (2:251), how he also made the mountains and the birds 
echo God’s praises together with him, and how He softened iron 



for him, saying, (34:10-11) ‘Make coats of chain mail and 
measure the links well’ The Biblical story of David’s 
appropriation of another man’s wife is not directly mentioned in 
the Qur’an but is hinted at in (38:21-6), where he is made to see 
his error and repents. God gives him the Zabur (4:163), a sacred 
book, said to be the Psalms, and this makes him a prophet as well 
as a king. 

d-b-b to move slowly, to proceed gently; to move on feet; 
members of the animal kingdom; to spread, to creep, to circulate, 
to flow; thudding sound. Of this root, two forms occur 18 times in 
the Qur’an: ddbbatunlA times and dawwdb four times. 

ddbbatun [n., pi. dawwdb^ 1 living creatures in 

general (42:29) ^ Uj q-j 

among His signs is the creation of the heavens and earth and all 
the living creatures He has scattered throughout them 2 [in 
contrast with humankind] creatures that move on or in the earth 
(6:38) Vj jjku jjU= Vj I> l-'j there are 

no creatures on the earth, or birds that fly with their two wings, 
but [they are] communities like yourselves. 

j/tj/j d-b-r back, backside, buttocks, the tail end, to turn one’s back; 
to boycott; to plan, to arrange, to organise, to prepare; to depart, 
to die; root, origin. Of this root, 11 forms occur 44 times in the 
Qur’an: yudabbir four times; jj4u yatadabbar twice; jj‘4 

yaddabbar twice; 'jjjI ^adbara four times; mudabbirdt once; 

mudbir twice; mudbirun six times; j1j4 ‘’idbdr once; 

jjfj ddbir four times; jji dubur five times and jCi ‘’adbdr 13 
times. 

yudabbir [imperf. of v. 11 dabbara, trans.] to manage, 
to govern, to execute (10:31) 'j}i\ [>j ... ‘... and 

who governs everything?’, they are sure to say, ‘God. ’ 

’Ji'Su yatadabbar [imperf. of v. V tadabbara, trans.] to 
contemplate, to ponder upon, to meditate on (47:24) 

ujla ^ do they not contemplate the Qur’an?, or is 

it that hearts [still] have their own locks placed upon them? 



jji yaddabbar [imperf. of v. VIII JjI '’iddabbara, an 
assimilated form of v. dtdabbara, trans.] to contemplate, to 
ponder upon, to examine carefully (23:68) U Jjall Iyji jial 

ph have they not contemplated the Word [of God]?, 
or has there come to them something that did not come to their 
forefathers? 

jjji '’adbara [v. IV, intrans.] 1 to turn one’s back on, to turn 
down (70:17) jj’i I> Ijkjj it will call [claim] the one who 
turns his back [on the truth] and runs away 2 to retreat, to recede 
(74:33) jj'i ij lP^j by the night when it recedes! 

cjljji mudabbirdt [pi. of fern. act. part. s'JP mudabbiratun] 
those planning, carrying out, managing, executing (79:5) 

\’jj and those bringing the matter to an end! 

jjp mudbir [act. part., pi. ujIw’P mudbirun] turning one’s back, 
turning away, running away, taking to one’s heels (27:10) oJlj 
jjj I'jjP “tjP pik jp Ufj Ilia ‘And throw down your 

staff, ’ but when he saw it writhing like a snake (or, a demon), he 
turned tail and fled, and did not come back. 

jUj) ‘’idbdr [v. n.] (act of) retreating, setting, fading [of stars] 
(52:49) j.jkjll jPjj glorify Him at night and at the 

fading of the stars. 

"jfiddbir [n.] origin, root, the last part, the end part (7:72) 
UjUL IjjjS jjI'j Ukiafj We cut the roots of those who denied Our 
revelations. 

jjJ dubur I [n., pi. ^adbdr] back, backside, end part, the last 
part (12:27) jAj illiSa Jji aa kLoioa [jls bjj but if his 

shirt has been torn from the back, then she has lied and he is one 
of the truthful', *(33:15) 'Jdh\ 'ciAJi they turn tail, *(15:65) 
Jljtj’i walk behind them [lit. follow their backs]', *(4:47) oPaj 
Ujtj"i ijs^ Uljja 1 a jkj We deprive a [few] people of [Our] 
direction, turning them on their heels, or. We shame them and 
frustrate their hopes [lit. We obliterate faces and turn them upon 
their backs] II [adverbially] at the end, closely after (50:40) 't>j 
jjkiJl j1j‘J j Jilll proclaim His praise in the night and at the 



end of every prayer [lit. prostration]. 
j/di/j d-th-r to become blotted out, to be forgotten; to become cold, 
to rust; to be covered, to be wrapped up, an outer garment. Of this 
root, muddaththir occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

muddaththir [an assimilated form of act. part. 
mutadaththir of v. V 'Jfsi taddaththara] 1 one who is wrapping 
himself up (74:1-2) jijti [4 (^‘241 you, the one wrapping 
yourself [in your cloak], arise and give warning', * name of 
Sura 74, Meccan sura, so-named because of reference in verse 1 
to "the Wrapped One’. 

j/^/j d-h-r to chase away, to kick out, to repel, to banish. Of this 
root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: jjki duhur once 
and madhur three times. 

jjk'j duhur [v. n.] repelling, driving off (37:8-9) jk 
I jjki tjU- pelted from every side and driven away. 

jjki madhur [pass, part.] vanquished, repelled, driven away, 
rejected, banished (7:18) Ijjki Uojiio Jli He said, ‘Get 

out of it, disgraced and banished. ’ 

d-h-d to slip, to become slippery, to lose one’s footing; to 
weaken, to lose one’s grip; to refute, to invalidate, to argue down, 
prove wrong, (of the sun) to move away from the middle of the 
sky. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 

yudhidun twice; dahidatun once and 

mudhadun once. 

yudhid [imperf. of v. "’adhada, trans.] to refute, to 
invalidate, to argue down (18:56) I' JJS- ojill 
tikll yet those who disbelieve seek to refute the truth with false 
arguments. 

A-iaU dahidatun [quasi-act. part.] refutable, baseless, null and 
void (42:16) Jjp- ^ t U 2<j ^ 

■^j and those who argue about God after He has been 
acknowledged [by others], their argument is null and void with 
their Lord. 
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mudhadun [pi. of pass. part, mudhad] defeated, 
vanquished (37:141) (jlSa he cast lots and was 

one of the defeated. 

d-h-w/y to spread out, to level up, to widen, to enlarge, to 
relax. Of this root, 14-3 dahd occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

(jaJ dahd u [v. trans.] to roll out, to spread out, to expand, to 
widen up (79:30) tdli i.) c4=jVrj and the Earth, after that, He 
spread [it] out. 

j/^/j d-kh-r to be humbled, to be compelled; to be confused, to be 
subservient. Of this root, ddkhirun occurs four times in the 
Qur’ an. 

is dakhirun [pi. of act. part. Ip-I'j ddkhir] 1 obedient, 
subservient (16:48) O- idll jk U Jj 

^ rk-.- do they not ponder the fact that whatever 

God has created that casts shadows all around [lit. to the right 
and to the left\-all submit [lit. prostrate themselves^ to God, in 
humility 2 humiliated, abject, debased (40:60) 

those who are too proud to serve Me, will 

enter Hell, humiliated. 

Cx 3 ^'^ taddakhirun (see jj^fidh-kh-r). 

d-kh-l entrance, door, doorway, to enter, to penetrate; 
obscurity, secret, confidant; ill feeling, cheating; defects, 
loneliness; emaciation; to infiltrate, to come in between; guest, 
outsider. Of this root, eight forms occur 126 times in the Qur’an: 
ik-'j dakhala 75 times; ck-s dukhila once; ik-’i '’adkhala 38 times; 
k-4 ^udkhila four times; (jjkf-s ddkhilun twice; k-"4« mudkhal three 
times; k-‘4« muddakhal once and k-J dakhal twice. 

tkj dakhala u [v. intrans.] 1 to enter, to go into (18:35) k-'fj 
ja'j ^4- and he went into his garden while he was being 
unjust to himself [harming his own soul by his conceit and 
disbelief] 2 [with ^4] to enter upon, to force one’s way (5:23) 
jkli»jki'j I ili LjUI' enter in upon them through the 




gate, for if you enter by it, you will indeed be victorious 3 [with 
(^] to join with (89:29) ij join My servants 4 [with 

prep, j] to consummate marriage (4:23) I> 

and [your] stepdaughters in your care—those 
born of your women [wives] with whom you have consummated 
marriage. 

dukhila [pass, v.] to be entered, to be invaded (33:14) "jTj 
Ujiyi ‘ijx. had it [the city] been entered, [and the enemy 

came] upon them, from all [its] sides. 

^adkhala [v. IV, trans.; pass. ^adkhila] 1 to admit, to 
cause to enter (42:8) iUu He admits to His mercy 

whom He will 2 to put into, to enter something into (27:12) j 
21^ put your hand inside [the neck of] your cloak. 

ddkhilun [pi. of act. part. dakhd] one who enters 
(66:10) ^ 'jloll enter, both of you, the Fire along with 

those who enter. 

mudkhal [v. n./n. of place or time] entering; a place of 
entering, entrance (17:80) j iSj Ja'j 

and say, ‘My Lord, lead me in [lit. with an ingoing of truth] 
truthfully and lead me out [lit. with an outgoing of truth] 
truthfully’ (said to be, among other interpretations: in and out of 
any task, or, situation in which one finds oneself). 

Ja!u muddakhal [n. of place] a crevice, hiding place (9:57) jJ 

"f>Aj 'jiji ji pljUx ji if they could find a 

place of refuge, or some caverns, or somewhere to crawl into, 
they would bolt away to it in great haste. 

Ja'j dakhal [n.] falsehood, deceit, guile, fraud (16:94) I V j 
do not use your oaths as a means of deceit between 

you. 

d-kh-n smoke; famine, hunger; to be of bad character, the heat 
of the day. Of this root, [jU-i dukhan occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

dukhan [n.] 1 smoke (41:11) (jU-i j fU«Ul 
then He turned to the sky, while it was yet smoke 2 haze (caused 




by severe drought) (in one interpretation of 44:10) 

iUUI so watch out for a day when the sky brings forth a 
great haze [also said to refer to a great smoke that will fill the sky 
heralding the coming of the Day of Judgement]; * name of 
Sura 44, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
10 to a ‘Smoke-filled Day’, taken by many to refer to the Day of 
Judgement 

yjfd-r-'’ to push, to dispute; to delay, to avert; to come upon 
suddenly; to spread out; to hide, to shelter, a hideout, to shield, a 
shield; to support. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: i'fiyadra'’ four times and !J‘4 "’idddra^’a once. 

yj^yadra'’ [imperf. of v. dara^’a, trans.] 1 to avert (24:8) 
kij 5 UIL ^j! ' 4 .iu "J 14 ^ fjjij punishment shall 
be averted from her if she [in turn] calls God to witness that he is 
[one of the] lying four times 2 to repel, to overcome (13:22) 
and they repel an evil deed with a good one. 

IJJl "’idddra^’a [assimilated form of taddra^’a v. VI, 
intrans.] to hide behind one another, to dispute with one another, 
to accuse one another; or to connive with one another in order to 
conceal something (2:72) llii jj'j then, when you 

killed someone and blamed one another (or, you disputed with 
one another over it). 

^jj/^d-r-J rank, level, station; to walk slowly, to do something 
gradually, flood channel; to wrap up, to fold, a sheet for writing 
on; to allure. Of this root, three forms occur 20 times in the 
Qur’an: nastadrij twice; ^'j'j darajatun four times and 

cijVjj darajdt 14 times. 

nastadrij [imperf. of v. X Hstadraja, trans.] to 

cause to ascend or descend; to allure, to tempt, to lead on (68:44) 
'i Clip- I> [4 ^We will lead them on [step by step to 
their ruin] in ways they do not know. 

kff darajatun [n., pi. eijlk'j'j darajdt] a step, degree, rank: 
(43:32) ujilii tiita. f l 3 j^ Ukajj and We 




have raised some of them above others in rank, so that some of 
them may take others in servitude. 

j/ d-r-r to flow, to run, (of teats) to fill up with milk, (of income) 
to increase, to rain heavily, (of plants) to flourish, (of 
load-carrying animals) to go fast; a great pearl; to shine brightly; 
to spin tightly. Of this root, two forms occur four times in the 
Qur’an: \'J'J^^midrdrd three times and Ifj^durriyy once. 

midrdrd [intens. act. part, used adverbially] profusely 
pouring, abundantly flowing (11:52) fJ'jV I'CLJ He 
sends down the heavens upon you in a downpour. 

'ifjidurriyy [quasi-act. part.] pearl-like, glimmering, shining, 
shimmering (24:35) the glass is like a 

shimmering star. 

Qji/ j/j d-r-s to fade away, to pale, to be obliterated; to break in a 
camel, to separate the wheat from the chaff; to study a book, to 
learn, to examine carefully, to learn by heart, a learned person, a 
person who is constant in his studies. Of this root, three forms 
occur eight times in the Qur’an: darasa five times; 

dirdsatun once and lWj‘4 ^idrls twice. 

o-jJ darasa [v. trans.] 1 to study, to learn, to read with great 
attention to the content (7:169) I jlja) V ‘j ii-yj 

^ U I jlo'jj'j have they not been pledged through divine 

writ not to say anything about God but the truth?, and have they 
not studied its contents? 2 (in a variant reading, darasat) to 
fade away, to be erased, to become extinct, to be something of the 
forgotten past (6:105) pUVI thus 

We explain in various ways the revelations, lest they might say it 
[the revelation] has faded into obscurity (or, as in the canonical 
reading, though they will say, ‘You [Muhammad] have been 
studying [learning them from somewhere[’). 

dirdsatun [v. n./n.] studying/teaching (6:156) Ui] IjIjSj 
[ jJalil ‘cf. US ‘cfj ULa Jjj' lest you say, 

‘Scriptures were only sent down to two communities before us: 



we were not aware of what they read/their studying [of them], ’ 

o-jjjj ddris [proper name] Prophet ^idrls, so named beeause of 
his eonstant studying of the seripture. He is identified as either 
Enoeh (Gen. V.18-19 & 21-24) or the Biblieal Elijah, ’ilyas 
(^Uj) in Arabie (q.v.), (1 Kings XVll.ff. and 11 Kings 1-111). Some 
Egyptian seholars suggest that '’idris ‘may be the Arabieised form 
of Osiris ... said to have been a wise king and/or Prophet whom 
the Egyptians subsequently deified’ (Asad, p. 463) (19:56-7) 
llj 'JS kj] "jkjl j mention too, in the Book [the 

Qur’an], [the story of] '’idrls, he was a man of truth, a prophet. 

^ibn Kathrr states that he was the first individual to be awarded 
the status of prophethood following Adam. He also relates a 
report in whieh Idris is mentioned as the first person to use the 
pen. The Qur’an speaks of his being raised ‘to a high position’ 
(Q. 19:56-7). 

d-r-k to reaeh, to overtake; to aeeumulate; to ripen, to reaeh 
maturity, to beeome of age; to follow up, to eome one after the 
other, to reetify, to put in order; the bottom level, lowest level. Of 
this root, six forms oeeur 12 times in the Qur’an: 41'jj '’adraka six 
times; taddraka onee; >4jIjI ^idddraka twiee; dark onee; 
^4 f darak onee and mudrakun onee. 

4jji ^adraka [v. IV] I [intrans.] to pass away and eome to an 
end, to eome to nothing, to fail entirely (aeeording to a reading of 
verse 27:66) Jj indeed their knowledge has 

entirely failed concerning the Hereafter II [trans.] 1 to overtake, 
to eateh up with (36:40) jj!- lPI Vj 21 ji ‘j t^J 7 

jl4jll it is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor can the night 
outrun the day 2 to overwhelm, to overrun (10:90) ^ji 14 

jjj cddf (^ill Vj y U cddf Jli j'jill till, when drowning 
overtook him, he said ‘I came to believe there is no god but He in 
whom the Children of Israel believe’ 3 to eneompass, to 
eomprehend (6:103) 'Ju.dh\ 21 ji ja'j Sf vision cannot 

encompass Him, but He encompasses all vision. 

21jl'jj taddraka [v. VI, trans.] to eome to the reseue, to reetify, 
to take steps to put right (68:49) flj^llj iui Cdu "J Sfji 



jA j had a favour from his Lord not reached him, he would 
have been cast into the wilderness, blameworthy. 

ddddraka [assimilated form of v. VI J's taddraka, 
intrans.] 1 to attain or overtake one another, with the last one 
catching up with the first (7:38) Ijk'jfJ lij cjid ill ejk'j uik 

every time a community enters [Hell], it curses its sister 
[community], until [eventually] they all come together in it 2 to 
cumulate; to he strung in a connected chain (27:66) ^4^ 

or, is it that their knowledge of the Hereafter 
accumulated [generation after generation]? [also interpreted as: 
indeed, their knowledge respecting the Hereafter is hasty and 
unfounded]. 

dark [n.] a low level, a debased rank (4:145) bj 

jUll dSthe hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of 

Hell. 

darak [v. n.] (the act of) catching up with, overtaking 
(20:77) V j K'j'j UiUj V have no fear of being overtaken and 
do not be afraid. 

mudrakun [pi. of pass. part, mudrak] one who is 
overtaken, caught up with (26:61) <^4“ ijli 

hj and when the two hosts came in sight of one another, 
Moses’ followers said, ‘We are sure to be overtaken. ’ 

dardhim [pi. of n. dirham, a word said to be either of 
Persian or ancient Greek origin occurring once in the Qur’an] a 
silver or copper coin of moderate value (12:20) 

[jjjAljl' t> ^ and they sold him for a lowly price, a few 

dirhams, having no interest in him. 

d-r-y to know, to comprehend, to understand; to inform, to 
teach; to disguise, a hideout; to act furtively; to deal gently, to 
placate, to comb. Of this root, two forms occur 29 times in the 
Qur’an: ^adrl 12 times and ^adrd 17 times. 

'’adrl [imperf of v. dard, trans.] to know (72:10) Sf uf'j 
jI'J ’^\ 4“ 4iJ 14^ L ?and so we do not know 
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whether evil is intended for those who are on the earth, or 
whether their Lord intends for them guidance. 

jjji '’adrd [v. IV, trans.] to cause to know: (10:16) kill "ji J5 
5 U tii ji V j kjjB U say, ‘If God had so willed, I would not have 

recited it to you, nor would He have brought it to your 
knowledge’', *(69:3) !... U U'j how will you come to 

comprehend what such-and-such is! 

j/ch/J d-s-r nails, ropes with which a ship’s planks are tightened, to 
repair a ship; to push, to step; a big hefty man, a great she-camel. 
Of this root, jl-i dusur occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'Julidusur [pi. of n. jUj disdr] fastening materials, nails 
*(54:13) jl-ij pl jli plj a boat, an ark [lit. that possessing planks 
and nails]. 

d-s-s to shove in, to infiltrate, to hide in, to adulterate, to 
bury; a spy, a plot, intrigue; sand adder. Of this root, yaduss 
occurs 11 times in the Qur’an. (Qur’anic word Ulloi dassdhd is not 
considered here, as it is viewed by a number of philologists as an 
elongated form of (^3 dassd). 

yaduss [imperf. of v. dassa, trans.] to bury, to shove in 
(16:59) J'jjll ki.il ).! pjA Jic. kiiif should he keep it [the 
newborn girl] in humiliation (or, and suffer humiliation himself) 
or bury her in the dust? 

dassdhd (see i^jo^jid-s-y). 

d-s-y to corrupt, to soil, to let down, to tempt. Of this root, 
(^i dassd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yi'j dassd [v. II, trans.] to corrupt, to tarnish (91:7-10) I> i5 
Ulii LjU. ia'j UlS'j the one who purifies it [his soul[ succeeds 
and the one who corrupts it fails. 

to push violently, to shove, to drive away; barren stony 
land; to fill up, to walk with a limp. Of this root, three forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: yarZw'’'’; 'C3.^4 yuda‘’‘’un and 
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yadu‘'‘' [imperf. of v. ^3 da‘'‘'a, trans.; pas. V. ^'4 yuda^'^'] to 
push violently, to shove (107:2) cs,^' it is he who 

pushes aside the orphan. 

'^'■ida‘'‘' [v. n. used adverbially for emphasis] pushing or 
thrusting, shoving in (52:13) 1^3 jU J."jj on that Day 

they will be thrust into the Fire of Hell violently. 

d-‘'-w/y to call, to summon, to invite, to call upon; to 
invoke, to pray to, to appeal to, to induce; to claim, to allege; to 
pretend, to accuse, to require; to weaken, to collapse, to rally; to 
gang up on. Of this root, eight forms occur 112 times in the 
Qur’an: 1^3 da^'d 157 times; dudya 13 times; tadda’^un 
three times; dal seven times; du‘'d'’ 20 times; 
da‘'watun six times; da‘'wd four times and ^ad^'iyd^ 
twice. 

le'j da’^d u [v. trans.] 1 to call, to summon (17:71) I JFxi 

■^Ulj on the Day when We summon each community, along 
with its leader, (or, by [the name of] its leader, see j»Uj ^imdm for 
other interpretations); *(70:17) 'Jp\ I> Ijkjj it calls [claims] 
the one who turns his back [on the truth] and runs away 2 to cry, 
to call out to (26:72) jj Ja do they hear you when 

you call? 3 [with prep, j to call for (38:51) 

there they will call for abundant fruit and drink 4 [with 
prep. J] to ascribe to, to attribute to (19:91) fjj ‘j that 

they attribute offspring to the Beneficent 5 to name, to address by 
name (7:180) ^ jj^j 'i ;»to 

God belong the Names Most Beautiful; call Him by them, and 
leave those who blaspheme/corrupt/alter His Names 6 to enlist 
the support of (10:38) iff I jLjIj 50 L s Ijjfi (Ja ^ 

5 dll jji ff or do they say, ‘He has devised it?’, say, ‘Then produce 
a sura like it, and call [for support] on anyone you can beside 
God’ 7 [with prep, (^j] to tempt, to induce, to entice (12:33) Vj 
5 uij Cvi ‘ff he said, ‘My Lord!, prison is preferable 

to me than what they are asking me to do’ ^ to call on, or to pray 
to [God] (40:60) ’^'j Jlij your Lord says, ‘Call 
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upon Me, and I will answer you’ 9 to cry out to (44:22) ‘J It'aa 

^"js fVy* he cried to his Lord, ‘These people are evildoers’ 
10 to pray for (25:14) IjjS IjLjIj IVIj IjjS ljL4i V do not 
pray this day for one death, but for many 11 to invoke, to worship 
(6:71) Vj Ijiii V U 5 dll J5 say, ‘Are we to invoke, 

apart from God, that which neither profits nor harms us!’ 12 to 
call to the faith, to preach to (71:5) Ijt^j 5G1 iJj Jli 

he said, ‘My Lord, I have preached to my people night and day. ’ 

dudya [pass, v.] 1 to be invoked, to be worshipped (40:12) 

I jioyj 5 U [jj j jk Tia-j 4 JII I jj kiL this is so, because 

when God alone is invoked you disbelieve, yet when partners are 
associated with Him you believe 2 to be summoned (24:51) ij'4 

. 1 1 n 1 5 UII 14 iS^ the 

believers ’ response, when summoned to God and His messenger, 
so that he may judge between them, is only to say, ‘We hear and 
we obey’ 3 to be invited (33:53) Ijkjli 14 when you are 
invited, enter 4 to be called upon (2:282) 1jki U 14 Ljt V'j let 
the witnesses not refuse when they are called upon 5 to be asked 
(47:38) <111 Jjj4 ^ I jaisH [now] here you are, you 

[lit. those^ who are being asked to give [a little] in the cause of 
God. 

tadda‘’un [imperf. of v. Vlll, trans.] 1 to desire, wish for 
(41:31) llo 144 U tfcja in it you will have 

everything you desire and wish for 2 to call for (fft'.Tl) ijt'j Ilia 
[jjLau 5 U t 5 ill 14 a Jja'j 1 j'jaS (jj411 i Jfj c.^ when they see it close at 
hand the disbelievers ’ faces will be grieved and it will be said, 
‘This is what you were calling for’ 3 to claim (in an interpretation 
of verse 67:27) ^ Ijjak 'jjil ijkj ^Jj Ilia 

[jjL4u when they see it close at hand, the disbelievers’ faces will be 
grieved, and it will be said, ‘This is what you were claiming [to 
be untrue]. ’ 

<^14 dal I [act. part.] one who calls or invites to something: 
(33:46) Ijjw ll-lj-.-j 5^41 fdll <^l l^llj [as] one who calls people to 
God, by His leave, and as a light-giving guide II [n.] 1 summoner 
(20:108) ij V t^ljll 41«(4 on that Day, they will follow the 
summoner, from whom there will be no escape (or, who makes no 





exception in calling to alt) 2 the one who invokes, ealler, the one 
ealling upon God (2:186) Ljjja aiL lij j 

ijlc-'j lij [Prophet] if My servants ask you about Me, [tell him] I am 
near, I respond to the prayer of the one who calls upon Me. 

du‘'d^ [n./v. n.] 1 a eall (21:45) Vj uij S 

(jjjijj U I jj itc-ill say, 7 warn you only by Revelation, ’ and the 

deaf will not hear the call when they are warned 2 prayer, 
supplieation (3:38) 41jj ^jj Lj* Lj'j Lord, 

from Your grace grant me virtuous offspring. You hear every 
prayer 3 summoning (24:63) J jlo'jll aUaj I 'i 

do not regard the Messenger’s summoning [of you] as being 
like your summoning of one another 4 invoeation, invoking (19:4) 

Ljj (jSI JJj u*j tPj s-'j he said, 

‘Lord, the bones within me have weakened and my head has 
become ashen [lit. all aflame] with grey, but never have I, in 
invoking You, My Lord, been rejected. ’ 

Sjb'j da'^watun I [n.] 1 prayer (2:186) s-uja lij'j 

ptt'j |jj [Prophet] if My servants ask you about Me, 

I am near, [tell him] I respond to the prayer of the one who calls 
upon Me 2 message (14:44) t^ja U’ji.! lij 

JdjSi our Lord, delay us for a little while, we will answer Your 
message and follow the messengers II [n. of unit] a eall, a 
summoning (30:25) 14 l4=jVi (> yXc.^ 14 p then 

when He calls you once [lit. with one call], out of the earth, you 
will all emerge. 

jjp'i da^’wd [n.] 1 prayer (10:10) ‘^44' 44 their 

prayer in there is, ‘Glory be to You, God!’ 2 ery (21:15) 4 Uj ejll'j U«a 
[jjAoU. Iauaia. ■j.Aljljik so, that did not cease to be their cry, 

till We made them [like] a mown field, lifeless. 

"’addyd” [pi. of n. dadyy] an adopted ehild (33:4) U'j 
l54- He does not turn your adopted [children] into 
your own [biological] children. 

warmth, to warm up, a fireplaee, warm elothing; food 
and wool obtained from animals, provisions, to give generously; 




to gather together. Of this root, dif occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

dif [n.] warmth, means of obtaining warmth, also said to 
mean a source of food and clothing (16:5) 

(jjjkti yiL'j and cattle—He created them for you [too], from 
them you derive warmth and [other] benefits and you eat of them. 

d-f^" to push forcefully, a forceful person, to gush, a great 
flood; to defend, a defence; to rush about, to run fast, to stall. Of 
this root, four forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: dafa'^a five 
times; ’(fdiyuddff once; "i^'^daf twice and yfj ddfi‘' twice. 

ji-i dafa’^a a [v. trans.] 1 to pay up, to hand over (4:6) bji 
I jkijli if you sense they have sound judgement, 

hand over their property to them 2 to respond, retaliate, repel 
(41:34) ^ Vj 'ij they are not 

equal-good and evil—repel [evil] with what is better 3 to defend 
oneself (3:167) Ijiiji j 5 UII Ji?-- I jhli tjiu.: ddj [when] it was 

said to them, ‘Come, fight in God’s cause, or [at least] defend. ’ 

yuddfiC [imperf of v. Ill, intrans.] to defend (22:38) bj 
I jiofd God defends the believers. 

daf [v. n.] (act of) repelling, driving back (2:251) VjTj 
had it not been for God’s repelling 
some by means of others the Earth would have become corrupted. 

"{^\'iddfif [act. part.] one who repels, averts, deflects (70:1-2) 
y'j ^ Jjt-o ijtj a man [mockingly] demanded 

punishment that would fall upon the disbelievers with none to 
avert it. 

j/lj/j d-f-q to gush forth; (of a valley) to fill up with flood water, 
(of a river) to breach its banks; to stampede; to act rashly. Of this 
root, jil'j ddfiq occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jal'j ddfiq [act. part.] gushing forth, jetting out, spurting ( 86 : 6 ) 
fU S^He is created from gushing fluid. 
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jSjI ^iddakara (see dh-k-r). 

muddakir (see dh-k-r). 

d-k-k to pull down, to level up, level sand dunes, low banks of 
mud, short stout horses, humpless camel, to be stout and well 
built; to fill in a pit with dirt; to weaken, to humiliate. Of this 
root, four forms occur seven times: dukka twice; dakk three 
times; ^3 dakkatan once and dakkd^ once. 

dukka [pass, of v. dakka, trans.] to be crushed, to be 
flattened out (69:14) sVfj ^3 liii j ejUkj and the earth 
and the mountains are lifted up and crushed in a single crush. 

dakk [v. n.] 1 (act of) crushing, levelling up, flattening out, 
pounded, pounding (89:21) euSi lij 'fs. no indeed!, 

when the earth is pounded, pounded and [again] pounded 2 
[functioning as n.] an even or a level place; land, or ground, 
broken, and made even, flattened earth (7:143) ^'j 

4 J 34 . and when his Lord revealed Himself to the mountain. He 
made it flattened earth. 

dakkatan [n. of unit] a crushing (69:14) JtxJrj ’od}i\ pLk'j 
sVfj ^3 tsia and the earth and the mountains are lifted up and 
crushed in a single crushing. 

fU'j dakka'’ [quasi-pass. fern, part.] flattened out, levelled 
(18:98) dlS'j AJaik iLj lili but when my Lord’s promise is 
fulfilled. He will turn it [this barrier] into flattened out [ground]. 

<4/J/j d-l-k to rub; to try, to gain experience, a well-travelled camel, 
to be hard up; (of the sun) to pass the meridian, to set, to rise. Of 
this root, ^jli duluk occurs once in the Qur’an. 

duluk [v. n./n.] (of the sun) interpreted as: setting, 
inclining over the meridian, or rising (17:78) 

Jill! Jiuc. establish the prayer at the going down of the sun (or, 
at its crossing the zenith) until the darkness of the night. 

J/J/j d-l-l guide, to guide, to seek guidance; proof, to seek proof, to 
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enquire; to be at ease; to be coy, to be coquettish; to act brazenly; 
a middleman. Of this root, two forms occur seven times in the 
Qur’an: dalla six times and JjI'j dalll once. 

J'j dalla u [v. trans.] 1 to give a clue to, to indicate (34:14) U 
jkti ^13 Vj nothing indicated his death to 

them but the creature of the earth [said to be "the termite"^ 
gnawing his staff 2 to point someone to, to show, to lead to 
(20:120) ffn V Adam, shall I show 

you the tree of immortality and a kingdom that never wanes? 

J4j dalll [n.] marker, pointer, indicator, proof, guide (25:45) jj! 
5123 ^ ^ ^ 'dkki jkj t ojS ^ have 

you not considered how your Lord lengthens the shadow?, if He 
had willed. He could have made it still-then We would have made 
the sun its indicator. 

j-ff(Ij^ d-l-w/y bucket, pail, to let down a bucket into a well; to 
hang down, to come near; to lead on, to tempt, to deceive; to 
submit a proof, to offer money as a bribe; to use one’s good 
offices. Of this root, four forms occur five times in the Qur’an: (_yl3 
dalla once; ^adld twice; tadalld once and jb dalw once. 

dalla [v. II, trans.] to lead someone on, to lure (7:22) 

241 cj'-j) a j Ilia jJju so, he lured them with guile, and 
when they tasted the tree their shameful parts became manifest to 
them. 

yjji '’adld [v. IV, trans.] 1 to let down (12:19) IjLjta s'jGo. eiVj 
i'jL "fA'jJ'j then came travellers, and they sent their water 
fetcher, and he let down his bucket 2 [with prep. J to offer or 
present [money] to [someone in authority as a bribe] (2:188) Vj 

474 j>i lija I Jkh J\ 1 jrij 41=124 

do not appropriate each other’s property in dealing together in a 
corrupt way, nor use your property to bribe judges/rulers, 
intending sinfully and knowingly to appropriate [even] a part of 
other people property. 

tadalld [v. V, intrans.] to hang down, to approach closely, 
to draw near (53:7-8) <^31 "J Ljli 4'^ 43 ‘4 
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approached-coming down until he was two bow-lengths away or 
even closer. 

dalw [n.] bucket, pail (12:19) "^3Jj IjLjti s'jl^ cilkj 

i'jL then came travellers, and they sent their water fetcher, and he 
let down his bucket. 

d-m-d-m anger, to shake up violently; to inflict great 
punishment; to bury; to smother. Of this root, damdama 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

damdama [quadriliteral v., intrans. with prep, to 
crush, to destroy, to visit with great punishment (91:14) ijjjSa 
1 a yja»i but they called him a liar and 
hamstrung her, so their Lord crushed them for their sin and 
flattened it [their town]. 

d-m-r to destroy, to obliterate, to attack; a useless, 
good-for-nothing person; to enter without permission. Of this 
root, two forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: '_>«3 dammara eight 
times and tadmlr twice. 

dammara [v. II, trans.] to destroy: (27:51) J-Alj'Jo'j 

Wc destroyed them utterly, along with all their people. 

tadmlr [v. n. used adverbially for emphasis] (act of) 
destroying (25:36) )Jkljj!o3a and then We destroyed them 
utterly. 

d-m-^" tears, to shed tears; to rain, to fill up a cupful of water. 
Of this root, ^3 dam‘' occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

^3 dam‘' [coll, n.] tears (5:83) ^311 't> you will 

see their eyes overflowing with tears. 

d-m-gh brain, a concussion, to fracture a skull, to kill by a 
blow to the head; sunstroke; to vanquish, to destroy. Of this root, 
^‘^yadmagh occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yadmagh [imperf. of v. ^3 damagha, trans.] to break the 
head of, to cause great damage, to annihilate; to vanquish (21:18) 
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(jaIj ja lili 13=44 Jj no! We hurl the truth 

against falsehood, so it [the truth] crushes it [falsehood] [lit. 
smashed its [falsehood’s] head] and it [falsehood] becomes 
vanquished! 

d-m-w/y blood, to bleed, blood revenge, to be red in colour. 
Of this root, two forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: ^ dam 
seven times and dimed three times. 

dam [coll, n., pi. iUp dimd"] blood (16:66) 

[jjjjUll UjU lUU. lul dj’ja to drink, We give you some of 
that which is inside them next to dung and blood [lit. in their 
bellies], pure [clean] milk sweet to those who would drink', 
*(2:30) iUill he spills blood', commits murder, *(2:84) V 
do not shed one another’s blood, or, do not commit 
what causes you to be killed [lit. do not spill your own blood], 

jLLj dinar (see alphabetically). 

j/o/J d-n-w to be near, to come close, to approach, to bring close; to 
approximate; this life (as opposed to the next); the world, the 
earth; to become bare, to behave despicably, a vile person. Of this 
root, six forms occur 133 times in the Qur’an: 63 dand once; 
yudnl once; (^13 ddnl once; ^13 ddniyatun three times; ^adnd 
12 times; 6jSll ^al-dunyd 115 times. 

U3 dand u [v. intrans.] to come near, to draw close, to approach 
(53:8) (_si3ja 63 ^ and then he approached—and came down. 

yudnl [imperf. of v. IV (_yj3! '’adnd, trans.] to cause to come 
near, to lower, to cause to hang over (33:59) Ja 

ay3j f6.u'j 6t6j'j Prophet, tell your wives, 

your daughters and women of the believers to draw their 
garments over them. 

<^I3 ddnl [act. part., fern. ^13 ddniyatun] 1 near, within easy 
reach (55:54) J j the fruits of both gardens are near 

[at hand] 2 hanging down, hanging low (6:99) 't>j 

^13 y'jjl and from the date palm, from its pollen, [spring] clusters 




of low-hanging dates. 

'’adnd [elat.] 1 nearer/nearest, close/closest, less in 
distance (53:9) ‘J until he became two 

bow-lengths away or [even] closer, *(30:3) nearby 

land 2 less in number, fewer (58:7) j* Vj 
IjjlS tx (^1 J* Vj ftSi Vj tsUi Vj ja Vj Vj there 

is no secret conversation between three people where He is not 
the fourth, nor between five where He is not the sixth, nor 
between less or more than that without Him being with them, 
wherever they may be 3 less in duration (73:20) J.jS 21j! 2£'j ‘jj 

Ailajj jki "!> [Prophet] your Lord knows that you 
[sometimes] stay up [praying] nearly two thirds of the night, and 
[sometimes] half of it, and [sometimes] a third [of it] 4 worse, 
lower in value or status (2:61) j* j* Jli he 

said, ‘Would you exchange that which is lower for that which is 
better?’ 5 more likely [to take place], more probable (5:108) 211j 
Ijjt ‘J this way, it is more likely they will give 
the testimony in its proper form. 

‘’al-dunyd [fern, elat.] (the nearer/nearest; the 
lower/lowest, in value), this life or this world (as opposed to 
‘the last’ or ‘the next one’) (16:30) jlij ^ \jxdJ jjjU 

^ 'ij^\for those who do good is a reward in this present world, 
but the abode of the Hereafter is far better. 

j/—fc/j d-h-r time, eternity, this life, long time, age, fate; hardship, to 
be afflicted, calamity. Of this root, ja'j dahr occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

jA'j dahr [n.] time, time from the beginning of the world to its 
end; events, passage of time (45:24) lul^ Vj U Ijllij 

jAill Vj U'j 1^'j and they say, ‘There is nothing but our 
present life: we die, and we live; nothing but time destroys us. ’ 
* ja‘J name of Sura 98, Medinan sura, so-named because of 
reference in verse 1 to a point in time when humankind were 
nothing worthy of being mentioned. Also called (see 

0 -/( 1 )/' ‘’-n-s). 




d-h-q great pressure, to apply eontinuous pressure; to empty 
out, to spill; to fill up, to fill to the brim, to set things tightly elose 
to eaeh other. Of this root, jUp dihdq oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

JlAJ dihdq [v. n. funetioning as a quasi-aet. part.] full to the 
brim; eonstant (78:34) liUp llotkj and an overflowing cup. 

j»/—fc/j d-h-m blaekness, dark green; large numbers of people; attaek, 
to overtake, to overwhelm, ealamity. Of this root, 
mudhdmmatdn oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

mudhdmmatdn [dual of fern. aet. part, (of v. IX) 
mudhdmmatun] blaekish green, very dark green (55:62^) o-j 
ijiioUoo ... ijtua -there are two other gardens below these two 
... both of deepest green. 

O/—fc/J d-h-n fat, grease, oil, to be oily, to anoint; to aet 
hypoeritieally, to aet insineerely; a sprinkle of rain, to wet, to look 
sprightly; red leather, affluenee; desert. Of this root, four forms 
oeeur five times in the Qur’an: tudhin twiee; mudhinun 

onee; [jAi duhn onee and dihdn onee. 

tudhin [imperf. of v. IV 'jA’J ^adhana, intrans.] to 
sweet-talk, to be syeophantie; to be hypoeritieal; to eompromise, 
to be reeoneiliatory (68:9) 6*4; ‘f I jfj they wish you would 

talk sweet-talk [to them] and then they will talk sweet-talk [to 
you[ (or, you would compromise in matters of the religion and 
then they would compromise in matters of the religion). 

mudhinun [pi. of aet. part. mudhin] (ones aeting) 
hypoeritieally; eompromising, taking things lightly (56:81) 
[jjjAOo )uji tlupkll do you hold this discourse in little esteem? (or, 
are you being hypocritical in your attitude towards it?, or, how 
can you scorn this statement?). 

duhn [n.] oil (23:20) (^46 Vijn jjk" 

and a tree, springing out from Mount Sinai, that produces 
oil and relish for the eaters. 

blAJ dihdn [n./pl. of n. [jAi duhn] red-painted leather; fat 
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jhh 

(55:37) s3jj tiiijl lili when the sky is torn apart 

and becomes rose-red, like red leather (or, like molten/melted 
fat). 

d-h-y wisdom, rationality; to be solemn, to be experienced; 
calamity, to afflict, to come upon by surprise. Of this root, 
'’adhd occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

'’adha [elat.] more/most calamitous (54:46) Jj 

‘jij ijbl j indeed, the Hour is their appointed time, and the 
Hour is most calamitous and most bitter. 

j/j/j d-w-r a circle, to circle, to go round, to turn; a halo; a frame; a 
wide open space between mountains; to treat, to manage; a 
dwelling, a house; to have a setback, to be afflicted; to dispute 
with, to dissuade. Of this root, seven forms occur 55 times in the 
Qur’an: jj4i tadiir once; tudirun once; "J'j ddr 32 times; jfy 
diydr 16 times; j1j3 dayydr once; s'jjfj dddratun three times and 
jjfjj dawd^ir once. 

jjJj tadur [imperf. of v. J'j ddra, intrans.] to roll, to turn 
(33:19) JJ-5J with their eyes rolling, 

like someone fainting [in the throes] of death. 

jjJj tudlr [imperf. of v. IV J'i '’addra, trans.] to run, to 
operate, to transact, to exchange, to hand (2:282) s'jUj "J 
t^j j’jiS s'j^lk unless it be ready merchandise which you hand 
one to the other. 

J'iddr [n.] 1 house, home, mansion, abode, dwelling (28:81) 
ojfVj ^ We caused the earth to swallow him together 
with his home', *(14:28) J'j the home of utter ruin, Hellfire', 
*(41:28) jfj the abode of immortality. Paradise', *(6:127) jfj 
the abode of peace. Paradise', *(7:145) J'j the abode 

of the deviators, Hellfire', *(40:39) J'jil jI'j the abode of 
settlement, or endurance, the next life', *(35:35) jI'j the 

abode of everlasting residence. Paradise', *(16:30) jfj the 
abode of the pious. Paradise 2 town, city, neighbourhood, village 
(11:65) Ijilu Jlia U but they hamstrung her 





[the she-camel], so he said, ‘Remain in your town for [another] 
three days’ 3 [with definite article ^al-ddr] ‘the perfect 
abode’, ‘the Hereafter’ (6:135) jfJ ^ you 

will come to know for whom will be the good end in the 
Hereafter, *(2:94) jfJ the Last Abode, the Hereafter 4 

Medina (59:9) ‘o^ Jill Ijijjj and 

those who had made their dwelling in Medina and in belief before 
them love those who emigrated to them. 

jljj diydr [pi. of n. jli ddr] houses, homes, abodes, dwellings: 
(22:40) jljJ I> I those who have been driven out of 
their homes. 

jlj'j dayydr [intens. act. part.] a dweller, a single person (71:26) 
IjljJ ■jjj V Vj c y and Noah said, ‘Lord, 

do not leave on the [face of the] earth any of the disbelievers [not 
a single person[. ’ 

SjjI'j dd’^iratun [n. pi. jllji dawd’^ir] affliction, a setback, bad 
turn of fortune (9:98) fjUl s'jjI'j 'jlljill and they 

eagerly await bad turns of fortune to befall you, on them is the 
bad turn of fortune. 

d-w-l to circulate, to go from one situation to its opposite, to be 
a bone of contention; to work in turns; to exchange opinions; 
defeat, a great setback, a calamity. Of this root, two forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: JJij nuddwil and ^f dulatan. 

Jjlij nuddwil [imperf. of v. Ill JJi ddwala, trans.] to alternate, 
to rotate, to cause to succeed by turns (3:140) (yu J.UVl 41hj 
o^lill such days [of victory and defeat] We deal out in turn among 
people (or, such are the days of victory and defeat. We deal them 
out in turn among people). 

dulatan [v. n./n.] something taken in turns, going from one 
to the other, circulating among a restricted group (59:7) 

[this is ordained] so that it [wealth] may not 
become [a commodity] circulating just between the rich among 
you. 



d-w-m to be constant, to persist, to continue, to remain, to last, 
to persevere, to be diligent; to circle, to hover, the eddy of a 
whirlpool, cyclone. Of this root, three forms occur nine times in 
the Qur’an: ddma seven times; dddm once and 

dd^imun once. 

J ddma [v. intrans. forming with preceding infinitive 
time-adverbial md U), one unit functioning as one 

of the sisters of 'cp. (q.v.)] as long as, so long as (19:31) 

U slSjU j and He has enjoined upon me praying and 
giving alms so long as I remain alive. 

dd'dm [act. part., pi. dddmun] lasting, enduring, 

constant (70:23) those who are constant in 

their prayers. 

OjJ dun (no verbal root, although some philologists derive it from 
tj/j/j d-w-n, meaning ‘to weaken’ or ‘to be base’. The sense of 
‘to write down’ is a borrowing from Persian in the early Islamic 
period), it occurs 144 times in the Qur’an, and functions both as a 
nominal, in which case it is preceded by the preposition i>, or as 
an adverbial. I [ adverbial, without prep. i>] 1 less than (72:11) 
li'jS lisrjla liS [jji li«j [jjklllall lio u!j and among us there are the 
righteous and there are the less so-we are divergent factions 2 
below, beneath (7:205) 'jj4j '4-ii 2£j 

Jjill and remember your Lord, inwardly, imploringly and in awe, 
and without raising your voice [lit. in below audible voice] 3 
different from, besides, in addition to (21:82) o- 't>j 

[jji 'XLc. y [jjLajij and of the devils some dive for him 

and do work other than that 4 before, prior to (32:21) 

^4^4 jjkVl Jikll [jji uliJI We shall certainly make 
them taste of the lesser torment [in this life] prior to the greater 
torment, that they may return [to the ri^ht path] II [nominal, with 
prep. t>] 1 to the exclusion of (2:94) 541^ 'Xtc. jfJ eiulk ‘(jj li 
"(jj fjiua jji say, ‘If the Last Abode 

with God is to be for you to the exclusion of all other people, then 
long for death if you are truthful’ 2 other than, besides (2:23) ‘cfj 

(jjj ijjjM Ijjla U2jc. 'Cui ijj ftA 



JujS ‘(jj if you have doubts about what We have sent down to 
Our servant [the Revelation], then produce a single sura like it 
and call your witnesses/helpers other than God, if you [truly think 
you are] telling the truth 3 before (48:27) llija Uaii 211 j jji 
so He granted before that a near triumph 4 against, away from 
(19:17) 1414 ^ I> ejiijli so, she took, away from them, a 
[barrier] shelter 5 a distance from, segregated from (28:23) Vjj 
J'jjju ‘of and he found, at distance from them, two 

women keeping [their flocks] back [from it] 6 in addition to 
(55:62) I>j there are two other gardens in addition to 

these two 7 around, near, in the vicinity of (18:93) 'cjii ^ 

Vja V 12 "ja ji i-j until, when he reached a 

place between two mountain barriers, he found in their vicinity a 
people barely able to understand an utterance. 

Ci/ 14 /^ d-y-n judge, ruler, controller; debtor, creditor, to lend, to 
borrow; punishment, reward; to obey; custom, habit; to worship, 
religion, creed, conviction; slave, to be enslaved, to be owned; to 
compel; to submit, to own up, to sin. Of this root, five forms 
occur 101 times in the Qur’an: yadlnun once; 

taddyantum 11 times; dayn five times; "cn^ din 92 times and 
madlnun twice. 

hi^yadln [imperf of v. ddna, intrans.] to submit to, to 
abide by (9:29) jliJl oP '^ j who do not abide by the religion 
of truth. 

(lal Jj taddyana [v. VI intrans.] to borrow from one another, to 
lend one another (2:282) l&-! Juili 14 I'tjjJ 

0 jjiSU you who believe, if you contract a debt, one with another, 
for a stated term, put it down in writing. 

'‘cii^dayn [n.] debt (4:11) ‘j 4<j after 

[payment] of [any] bequest he may make or [any] debt [he may 
have incurred]. 

bjJ din [n.] 1 religion, faith (2:256) (jjill 4'jkj Sf there [should 
be] no compulsion in religion 2 true religion, true faith (3:19) tj] 
5 UII (jj’J True Religion, in God’s eyes, is total surrender 




[to Him] 3 the teachings of the religion (5:3) ejLsf 

today I have perfected [the teachings of] your religion for you 4 
worship, obedience, submission (8:39) (jj^j ^ 

^ ys (jjill fight them until there is no more persecution, and all 
worship is devoted to God alone 5 law, custom, code (12:76) '(]£■ U 
iPlUl ijis iU.! ii-b he would not have been able to take his 
brother [as a penalty] under the king’s law 6 judgement (37:20- 
1) ijjoll ’fji liA UEijU woe to us!, this is the Day of Judgement 7 
reckoning, counting, calculation (9:36) 5 UII it hi 

^dll c_ 

indeed, the number of the months with God is twelve months— 
[ordained] in the Book of God, on the Day He created the 
heavens and earth-of them are four forbidden/sacred months; 
this is the correct calculation. 

madinun [pi. of pass. part, (jjp- madin] 1 ones who are 
judged (37:53) hjf lllboj lil'jj USj iko lij! after we die and 

become dust and bone, will we be brought for judgement? 2 ones 
who are controlled, under authority, compelled, constrained 
(56:86-7) 'ojSpU-a jjc- ‘(jj Vjla why then, if 

you are not constrained, do you not restore it [his soul] [to his 
body], if you are telling the truth? 

jLuJ dinar [n. borrowed from Greek or Latin, maybe through Persian, 
and occurring once in the Qur’an] a gold coin, dinar (3:75) I> 

'i jbpu kioti "(jj but of them is he who, if you trust him with a 
[single] dinar, will not return it to you. 



j/ dhal 


'’al-dhal the ninth letter of the alphabet; it stands for a voiced 
interdental fricative sound. 

I j dhd masc. sing, demonstrative pronoun jSldl j jidl sjUI ^1) 

used to indicate someone/something, concrete or abstract, close to 
the speaker ‘this’, ‘this one (here)’, and occurring some 483 times 
in the Qur’an. Other demonstratives occurring in the Qur’an are 
the following: fern. sing. and dhr, masc. dual Ji; fern, dual 
(jh; masc. and fern. pi. fVjl, all of which occur some 254 times in 
the Qur’an. The particle hd\ designated by grammarians as 
attention-drawing hd'’ »U), is often prefixed to 

demonstrative pronouns emphasising immediacy or close 
proximity and, in some contexts, particularising the object 
pointed out (2:79) jjp- 

so woe to those who write a text with their own hands and then 
say, ‘This [very one] is from God’. Also, the particle ^ 
designated as, lam of remoteness f!), coupled with the kdf of 
address Uil4), 2"*^ person suffix 41 and derivatives, agreeing 

in case number and gender with the addressee, may also be 
suffixed to the demonstratives to indicate remoteness, either 
physical or non-physical, ‘that’, ‘that one (there)’. The attaching 
of the 2"'^ person suffixes to the demonstratives has, through 
directly involving the addressee, the effect of particularising the 
attention drawing function of the demonstratives e.g. ‘that 
one you [fern. pL] see there’. Middle distance (ia.L.-ji4l), is 
indicated by the attaching of the 2"'^ person 41 alone to the 
demonstratives e.g. tiljli. Rhetoricians point out that various 
distances indicated by the demonstratives may be physical or 



non-physical. Depending on the context, short distance may 
indicate contempt or intimacy, long distance may indicate respect 
or rejection, whereas middle distance may indicate a mixture of 
both. Qur’anic commentators and literary scholars generally 
endeavour to discover the nuances of meaning hinted at by the 
manipulation of the distance aspect of the various demonstratives. 
An example may be found in the use of the long-distance 
indicator in (12:32) ^ she said, ‘That [the 

one you see there] is the one you blamed me for. ’ Having heard 
the ladies refer to Joseph with the near-distance li* (12:31) li* U 
this is not a mortal, and wishing to put an end to the rumours 
circulating among some women in the town accusing her of 
trying to seduce Joseph, the lady under whose roof he is living 
parades him before her guests and points to him with the remote 
demonstrative (jSlj, thus hinting at his remoteness and their lack 
of intimacy although living physically close at hand. On the other 
hand, the use of the short-distance indicator li* in (21:36) 

'jki is this [here] the one who [mentions] runs down your 
gods? relates the contempt these people were expressing for the 
prophet and for his campaigning against their gods. The mixture 
of the opposing feelings of fear and trust felt by Moses when first 
presented with the two miracles of the serpent and the hand is 
indicated by the use of the mid-distance in pointing out these 
two miracles to Moses (28:32) 

these [two miracles here demonstrated] shall be two signs from 
your Lord to Pharaoh and his chiefs. A revealing example of the 
way the various types of demonstratives are employed to convey 
nuances of meaning in the Qur’anic text may be found in two 
parallel verses (7:20) and (7:22). In pointing to the forbidden tree, 
there physically close at hand, Satan uses oi* in his tempting of 
Adam and Eve (7:20) ji U"J Vj U 

't> UjSj your Lord only forbade you this tree that you might 
become angels or of the immortals. But in reminding the couple 
of His original instruction to them to stay away from the tree, 
God points to it with the long-distance indicator (7:22) JJi 

U<Jj did I not forbid you from that tree? Thus Satan’s use of 
the short-distance indicates the alluring nearness of the tree. 



and contrasts with God’s use of the long-distance USh indicating 
that the tree should have remained unattainable. 
hMha/hMhihl (aiA/li*) is often used in Qur’anic context to 
implicitly indicate comparison, ‘this, but not that’ (29:64) U'j 
Ljatlj "jy Vj lyill siyjl the life of this world [as compared with the 
life in the Hereafter] is nothing but a diversion and amusement. 
Like the rest of the demonstratives fV J may be attached to one of 
the 2 '"^ person suffixes, thus indicating longer distance between 
speaker and the referent of fVjl. Such distance implies, in the 
views of rhetoricians, respect in some contexts, as in (2:5) 21ji J 

tjjkjkdl JJk Jj those [exalted people] are following 

their Lord’s guidance and it is they who will prosper, and 
contempt in others, as in (2:161) jUk IyUj I JJS. ‘ij\ 

yil ^ jyjc. as for those who disbelieve and 
die as disbelievers, upon those [wretched people] is the curse of 
God, the angels and mankind together, li dha may be prefixed 
with 41 denoting similitude (q.v.) pointing out similarity with 
a preceding referent, ‘thus’, ‘like so’ (4:94) 2^ ‘Of 411iS so you 
yourselves were [in a similar situation] before. The similarity 
indicated by lik may be emphasised, or even dramatised, by the 
prefixing of attention-drawing U thus giving lj^, as in (27:42) 
is your throne [in any way[ like this one? 

dh-^’-b wolf, wolf-like, ruffians; nobility; to act in a devious 
way; forelock; summit. Of this root, only Lui dhi^’b occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

Lu j dhi^’b [n.] wolf (12:17) Luill and a wolf ate him. 

^lyuh -"-m to expel, to drive out; to insult, to compel, to humiliate, 
a fault. Of this root, only madh^um occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

madh^um [pass, part.] humiliated and despised (7:18) Jli 
Ijjkxo Ljiio lyio He said, ‘Get out!, you are disgraced and 
banished! ’ 

(j/tj/j dh-b-b flies, bees, ‘fly-whisk’, swatter, to chase away; to 
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become emaciated; tip or point of a blade. Of this root, only 
dhubab occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

Ljljj dhubab [coll, n.] flies, insignificant things (22:73) ojill 0 } 
a} jlj litjj y fdll oj^ I> those upon whom you call, 
beside God, cannot create [even] a fly-even if they gathered 
together to do it. 

dh-b-h flood channels; a disease in the throat; to cut the 
throat, to slay, a butchered animal, to sacrifice, an animal fit or 
prepared for slaughter or sacrifice. Of this root, four forms occur 
nine times in the Qur’an: dhabaha four times; dhubiha 

once; ’^fl^yudhabbih three times and dhibh once. 

dhabaha a [v. trans.] 1 to slay (27:21) j! Oit 

I will punish him severely or slaughter him 2 to ritually 
sacrifice (2:67) fja) "j ‘ci God commands you to 

sacrifice a cow. 

dhubiha [pass, v.] to be ritually sacrificed (5:3) U'j 

and that which is sacrificed on idolatrous altars. 

yudhabbih [imperf. of v. II dhabbaha, trans.] to be in 
the habit of slaughtering, to slaughter in number (28:4) t ij . x'ud 
JJkilil he deems as weak one group of 

theirs: slaughtering their sons and sparing their women. 

dhibh [n.] an animal earmarked or fit to be sacrificed, a 
sacrificial animal (37:107) ili'aa'j We ransomed him with 

a momentous sacrifice. 

dh-b-dh-b to make something dangle or move to and fro; to 
perplex; to harm; to be in a state of commotion. Of this root, only 
Cifyd'di mudhabdhabun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yujjii mudhabdhablna [pi. of pass. part, mudhabdhab] 
ones who are pulled from two opposite directions, who keep 
swinging from one side to the other, waverers (4:143) 411j yj yuii 
fVjA <yj V'j fVy* <yj V wavering all the time between [this and] 
that, [belonging] neither to one side nor the other. 




j/^/j dh-kh-r the lower seetion of the stomaeh, stored provisions, 
treasure, to seleet, to store up, to treasure. Of this root, only 
taddakhirun oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

taddakhir [imperf. of v. VIII '’iddakhara, an 

assimilated form of '’idhtakhara, trans.] to store up (3:49) 
... i-j 6-4^^ '4 j and I tell you what you eat (or, 

what you may eat) and what you store (or, what you may store) in 
your houses .... 

dh-r-'’ first sprouts of a plant; offspring, to ereate, to eause to 
inerease in number; to spread; to produee. Of this root, only i'ji 
dhara^’a oeeurs six times in the Qur’an. 

Ijj dhara^’a a [v. trans.] 1 to ereate, to fashion out (6:136) I ji4-j 
fjj ^ ^ they apportion to God a share of the 
land produce and the livestock He created 2 to eause to inerease, 
to eause to proereate (42:11) lS4- 

5 Ui He made for you of yourselves pairs, and of the cattle 
pairs [also], so as to multiply you therein. 

j/j/j dh-r-r small ants, speeks, motes, powder; offspring; to 
sprinkle, to seatter, to eause to multiply, to spread ereatures over 
the earth; to sprout. Of this root, three forms oeeur 38 times in the 
Qur’an: Sji dharratun six times; dhurriyyatun 28 times and 
eijUjj dhurriyydt four times. 

5jj dharratun [n.] a mote, a speek, a very small ant (4:40) bj 
Sji Jlalo y God does not wrong [anyone] by [as much as] the 
weight of a speck of dust/an ant. 

dhurriyyatun [n./eoll. n.; pi. eijUjj dhurriyydt] offspring, 
deseendants, progeny (7:172) ifij ik! jjj 

and remember when your Lord took from the children of Adam, 
from their loins, their seed. 

£/j/j dh-r-‘' arm, front legs of a four-legged animal; dextrous; a 
eubit, to measure in eubits; power, eapability; pretext, means. Of 
this root, three forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: dhar‘' 



three times; dhira^^ once and dhira^'ayn once. 

dhar‘' [n./v. n.] 1 measurement, measurement in cubits 
(69:32) i j^li tljj 'dJ^ 31-4“ P then tie him up in a 
chain, the measurement of which is seventy cubits long 2 power, 
capacity, endurance *(29:33) ji he was troubled and 

distressed on their account, he did not know what to do with 
them, he was exasperated with them [lit. he was too short of space 
to accommodate them]. 

dhird‘' [n.] a cubit (69:32) ijSLu llljj p 

then tie him up in a chain the measurement of which is seventy 
cubits long. 

dhird‘'ayn [dual n.] two arms, two front legs (18:18) 
Ji-ajllj ^fjj cind their dog stretching out its forelegs at 

the entrance. 

dh-r-w/y summit, top; to cause to multiply, to create; to 
scatter, to blow away, to winnow; shelter, to shelter. Of this root, 
three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: Jyu tadhru', jji dharw 
and eijUjI j dhdriydt. 

jjjj tadhru [imperf. of v. fji dhard, trans.] to scatter 
something, to blow away (18:45) Ull and 

becomes dry stubble that the winds blow away. 

dharw [v. n.] scattering, dispersing, the act of blowing 
away (51:1) Ijji by those [wiruls] that scatter far and 

wide. 

cjUJ j dhdriydt [pi. of act. part. fern. i dhdriyatun] that 
which scatters, that which blows away (51:1) Ijjj pUJill j by those 
[winds] that scatter far and wide’, * pUJill name of Sura 51, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to "the 
Scattering Winds’ as a sign in nature illustrating the coming of 
the Day of Resurrection. 

d/t/'^ dh-^’-n to submit, to give in; to hurry up; to confess. Of this 
root, only mudh^’inun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 





C^^iArnudhHnun [pi. of act. part. mudhHn] one who 
submits, one who yields (24:49) ayti lyit J4J ‘jSi oj j but if 
they have a just claim, they come to him in submission. 

O/j/j dh-q-n chin, beard; to place the hand under the chin, to hit on 
the chin; to annoy. Of this root, [jlai '’adhqdn, occurs three times 
in the Qur’ an 

'’adhqdn [pi. of n. yi dhaqn] chins (36:8) hj 

ijliiSfl (Jj vStc.! We have placed fetters on their necks, right up 
to their chins', *(17:109) they fall down on their faces, 

they prostrate themselves [lit. they fall to the chins]. 

dh-k-r male, male organ, manhood, masculinity; weighty head 
of the axe; power; honour, renown, good name; to mention, to 
remember, to remind, to commit to memory, to learn by heart, to 
study, to investigate; to propose marriage; a record; to praise; to 
insult, to defame. Of this root, 19 forms occur 292 times in the 
Qur’an: jSi dhakara 73 times; jSi dhukira 11 times; dhakkara 
eight times; dhukkira 10 times; 'jSi tadhakkara 51 times; jki 
dhikr 76 times; dhikrd 23 times; tadhkiratun nine times; 
"jjSjj tadhkir once; jjS4« madhkur once; mudhakkir once; 

dhdkirdt once; dhdkirun twice; jSi dhakar 12 times; 

ijjjSj dhakarayn twice; jjSi dhukur twice; dhukrdn twice; 
'jkj| ^iddakara once; and jSx« muddakir six times. 

jSj dhakara u [v. trans.] 1 to mention (17:46) 4£'j lijj 

i'jk'j yijill when you mention your Lord in the Qur’an, and Him 
alone 2 to remember (3:103) (yu i-jlU ifi! jj 'LJxj IjjSjfj 
and remember God’s favour to you—you were enemies then 
He brought your hearts together 3 to recall, bring to mind (3:135) 

IIjjki 1 Ijiii lij yullj those who, 

when they have committed a sinful deed or have [otherwise] 
sinned against themselves, recall God, imploring forgiveness for 
their sins 4 to keep in mind (33:34) pUfs o- ^ U yjkjfj 
and keep in mind that which is recited in your houses of 
God’s revelations and wisdom 5 to meditate, to think over 
(7:205) 4ij^j 2L.Ej 2£'j "jkirj and remember your Lord 
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j/S/2 

internally [lit. within your soul], imploringly and in awe 6 to use 
the example of (19:16) jj ^ 

and use the example of [the story of] Mary in the Book—when she 
withdrew away from her family to an eastern place 7 to repent, to 
take heed, to regret (37:13) when they are 

admonished they do not take heed 8 to put into practice (2:63) 
ijjCu ^ U I jjkil j fjij ‘^liursi U hold fast to what We have given 
you, and bear its contents in mind [act in accordance with it] that 
you may be conscious of God 9 to reward (2:152) so 

remember Me; I will remember [reward] you 10 to insult, to 
demean (21:36) I'i*! ryj* Vj 2bbj Ij'ji 'ojil aij I'ijj 

whenever the disbelievers see you, they only make fun of 
you-‘Is this the one who demeans your gods?’ 11 to propose 
marriage (2:235) "J fllalll ^jia^ b?” ^ Juliajc. Uji Vj 

\‘j^ b* jVfjj V b^fj there will be no blame 

on you if you give a hint that you wish to marry [these] women, 
or keep it to yourselves—God knows that you will express your 
wish to marry them-but do not make agreements with them in 
secrecy. 

jSj dhukira [pass, v.] 1 to be mentioned (47:20) s'jjk ebjjl lili 
jtai 144 'j£jj yet when a clearly-worded sura is revealed, 
and fighting is mentioned in it 2 to be glorified, to be venerated 
(24:36) kku.! ykkj ‘j iill b^f [like a lantern] in 

houses which God has ordained [that they] be raised high and 
that His name be mentioned in them. 

jSj dhakkara [v. II, trans.] 1 to remind (2:282) 14*122.) "J 
14*122) 'jkjui so that if one of the two [women] should make 
an error the other can remind her 2 to admonish, to warn (50:45) 
^Uj b- jlijallj jS2a admonish, with the Qur’an, those who 
fear My warning. 

jSj dhukkira [pass. v. II] to be admonished, to be warned 
(37:13) bjj^2j V IjjS2 I2)'j and they take no heed when they are 
warned. 

jSjj tadhakkara [v. V, trans., some instances of the imperfect 
are assimilated as jS2i yadhdhakkar] 1 to remember (79:35) 'ffi 
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U 'tjUjVl jkjju the Day on which man will remember what he 
endeavoured [to do] (or, his endeavour) 2 [with no obj.] a) to 
contemplate, to ponder, to mull over (25:62) j lP' l54- j* j 
I jji,S 3rJ ji jSjj [jl 3rJ [jJ He it is who made night and day 
replace one another, for those wishing to remember/ponder or 
wishing to show gratitude b) to take heed (20:44) PJ IP Vja VjSa 
(PiP ji 'jkjju speak gentle words to him, that he may take heed, or 
fear. 

jSj dhikr I [v. n.] 1 telling, relating, giving an account (19:2) 
lijS'j Tip Pu'j ^'j 'jkp [this is] an account of your Lord’s grace 
towards His servant, Zachariah 2 recalling to the mind (2:200) I iU 
I'jS) 4,51 jl piUli Pit IppjlP [>n '.when you have 

completed your rites, remember God as much as you remember 
your own fathers, or even more 3 meditating, thinking, 
contemplation, reflection (13:28) Sf! pi jkl ljpr» ojill 

Pjlill JjiPj pi jkl those who have faith and whose hearts find 
peace in reflecting on God—truly it is in reflection upon God that 
hearts find peace 4 being a source of learning, being a source of 
guidance (54:17) j5P hjP We have made it 

easy to learn from the Qur’an-will anyone take heed? 5 
mentioning, talking about someone *(43:5) 14iP> j^ill PjPajif 

should We stop talking about you [ignore you] completely? II [n.] 
1 (possibly) messenger from God (65:10-11) Pi "4 ljPl»pull 
pi pUli pj l,pP pyi you who believe, God has sent you 
a reminder—a messenger reciting to you God’s revelations 2 
revelation from God, a message from Him (7:69) ‘j "pP'J 
■p'jjp Jk'j JP'j I> jSi do you find it so strange that a 
Reminder should come to you from your Lord-through a man 
from among you—to warn you? 3 information, elucidation, 
explanation (18:70) P« 411 ppi Sti pspl ijU Jli 

rp) he said, ‘If you follow me, then do not ask me regarding 
anything till I [myself] have made mention of it to you’ 4 past 
events, history (18:83) Ijki P, pit pL p pjill 'PjjltPj 

they ask you [Prophet] about Dhu’l-Qarnayn, say, 7 will relate 
to you from his history’ 5 honour, eminence (43:44) 411 "jkji P'j 
'dUfikjfor it [Islam/the Qur’an] is indeed an honour for you and 
your people 6 status, position, name, reputation (94:4) 411 lii'jj 




tsTjkj and we have raised your name high 7 [with the definite 
article ^al-dhikr] a) the Qur’an in particular (15:9) Utjj U 
y Uj'j jSjll it is We who have sent down the Reminder/the 
Qur’an, and We [Ourselves] are guarding it b) revealed books 
before the Qur’an (21:7) JaI IjiLli Vl^j Vj ais hLJ Uj 

V "(jj jkill the messengers We sent before your time 
[Prophet] were only men whom We had inspired; if you do not 
know, ask those acquainted with the Scriptures c) (possibly) the 
Eternal Record (21:105) “J jklll ^ ^ "iTj 

[jjklllall cjpUc- We wrote/decreed in the Psalms, in addition to/after 
the [earlier] Scripture/Reminder/Eternal Record that ‘The Earth 
shall be the inheritance of My righteous servants. ’ 

dhikrd [v. n./n.] 1 remembering/remembrance, 

recollection/recollecting (6:68) ^ ^ j 

and if Satan should make you forget then do not sit, 
after remembering, with the evil-doing people 2 reminding, 
warning, admonishing (87:9) ej*aj bj so remind, if 

reminding will (or may) help 3 sign, harbinger (in one 
interpretation of verses 79:42-3) ejjl cf- 4Lj1L) 

UIjS) ‘ijx. why should they ask such a question?, you [the Prophet] 
are [there for them to see as] one of its signs (or, you [Prophet] 
are one of its harbingers) [in another further and more commonly 
read interpretation: they ask you [Prophet] about the Hour: 
‘When will it arrive?’ [But] what [knowledge] do you have of it 
that you can tell them?]. 

SjSjj tadhkiratun [v. n./n.] reminding/reminder (69:12) r/tAi' 
s'j£ii so as to make it a reminder for you. 

jj5jj tadhkir [v. n./n.] reminding, admonishing (10:71) jk 'JS. bj 
5011 pUL if my presence among you and my 

reminding [you] of God’s signs are abhorrent/too burdensome to 
you. 

jjki« madhkur [pass, part.] mentioned, remembered, being 
taken note of *(76:1) b^ he was insignificant [lit. not 

something remembered/mentioned]. 

jSii mudhakkir [act. part.] admonisher, reminder, wamer 



(88:21) jkoo iijjf Uij "jkia so warn [them], you are only a warner. 

dhakirun [pi. of act. part. jSli dhdkir, fern. pi. 
dhdkirdt] those who are mindful, those who remember, those who 
recite (33:35) pljSlillj (jjjSljllj and those men and women 

who remember God often. 

jSj dhakar [n., dual J dhakardn, pi. jjSi dhukur and 
dhukrdn] male (16:97) jd ‘j jSi whosoever does 

right, whether male or female. 

jSj) hddakara [v. Vlll, assimilated form of jkjil hdhtakara, 
intrans.] to remember, to recollect (12:45) '4 <j jSjI j U<4v 

and said the one who had gained freedom of the two and 
remembered [Joseph] after a while. 

muddakir [act. part, assimilated form of mudhtakir] 
one who learns a lesson, one who is admonished, takes heed 
(54:15) jSoo tAbk'ji jSTj Wc have left it [the ark] as a 

sign; so, is there anyone who takes heed? 

dh-k-w the sun, (of fire) to bum strongly; intelligence; to be 
witty; to slaughter an animal in the ritually approved manner; to 
purify. Of this root, only dhakkaytum occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

ySj dhakkd [v. 11, trans.] |jur.] to slaughter in accordance with 
the teachings (5:3) "(iij U Vj Uj [...] Ajldl 

forbidden to you [for food] un-slaughtered [lit. dead] animals 
[...] and what has been savaged by a beast of prey, save that 
which you [yourselves] have [managed to] slaughter [while it 
was still alive]. 

dh-l-l mercy, kindness; to become humbled, to become 
humiliated; to be tamed, to become docile; to be within easy 
reach. Of this root, 12 forms occur 24 times in the Qur’an: 
nadhill once; di dhallala once; di dhullila once; d^i tudhill once; 
Lyjj tadhlll once; d dhull three times; dhillatun seven times; 
4ji '’adhillatun four times; '’adhall once; od' '’adhallun once; 
Jd dhalul twice and d^ dhulul once. 




Jii nadhill [imperf. of Ji dhalla, intrans.] to be humiliated, to 
be abject, to become humbled (20:134) V Uji] eaLoJ Sfji lij 
d- Lord, if only You had sent us a messenger 
we could have followed Your revelations before we suffered 
humiliation and disgrace! 

Jlj dhallala [v. II, trans.] to tame, to cause to be docile, to 
cause to be manageable (36:72) dj^t UUiijj and 

We have made [livestock] manageable for them, so that some 
[can be used] for riding and some they [can] eat. 

Jlj dhullila [pass, of v. II] to be positioned within easy reach, 
to be made accessible (76:14) eiJlj'j and its 

fruit-clusters are made to hang low within easy reach. 

Jjj tudhill [imperf. of v. IV '’adhalla, trans.] to humiliate, to 
humble, to abase (3:26) ]> djj'j ‘ydj You elevate 

whomsoever You will and humble whomsoever You will. 

J4jj tadhlll [v. n.] the act of facilitating, placing within easy 
reach (76:14) eallij and its fruit-clusters are made to 

hang low within easy reach. 

S^dhull [n./v. n.] 1 humility, humbleness (17:24) d^fj 
t> J41 ^ 14 - and humble yourself be tender to them [lit. 
lower for them, the wing of humbleness], out of mercy 2 
abasement, humiliation (42:45) J4I 

you will see them exposed to it, [made] humble by humiliation. 

dhillatun [n.] humiliation, disgrace, shame, abasement 
(10:26) Wj jja [4 *Jfj t 3 *j) and neither darkness nor 
humiliation shall cover their faces. 

'’adhillatun [pi. of quasi-pass. part. Lyj dhalll] 1 weak 
(3:123) ‘fdj JSu jsij and God indeed helped you at 

Badr when you were weak 2 humble (5:54) 
djioydl ffc. God will assuredly bring forth a people He 

loves and who love Him, humble towards the believers 3 abased, 
humiliated (27:37) Jdj Jja V njlVw 

djjc-h^ we will certainly come upon them with forces they have 
no power to face and we will drive them out of it, abased and 




humbled 4 subjugated, demoted (27:34) Ijk'j 14 ealla 

Sjc-1 tAj'iual she said, ‘Whenever kings/wealthy 

people go into a city, they corrupt it and make the notables of its 
inhabitants lowly. ’ 

Jji ^adhall [elat., pi. ‘’adhallun] weaker, more/most 

debased, humiliated, humble, comtemptible (63:8) 
iSh\ the mighty will drive the contemptible out of it \the town]. 

Jjlj dhalul [quasi-act. part., pi. dhulul] 1 broken in, trained, 
docile, domesticated (2:71) Vj ’jfj bjii V Sjsj 

it is a cow, not broken to plough the earth or water the 
tillage/fields 2 accessible, stable, manageable (67:15) lS«- j* 
^ Vjlj L 4 =jSfl it is He who has made the earth 
accessible/manageable for you; so, travel its regions. 

^j^fi dh-m-m pact, pledge, guarantee, protection; dirt, to revile, to 
abuse. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: 
dhimmatun twice and }madhmum three times. 

dhimmatun [n.] a pledge of protection, a covenant of 
mutual protection, personal undertaking, good faith (9:10) ofSji V 
they respect, with regard to a believer, no tie of 

kinship or treaty. 

madhmum [pass, part.] discredited, blamed, reviled 
(17:22) Vjii- 5011 ^ JjOo V do not set besides 

God another deity, lest you end up reproved and forsaken. 

v/o/j dh-n-b tail, tail end, consequence; guilt, crime, sin, to sin; the 
end of the valley, the place where floodwater gathers, a great 
bucket; share, portion. Of this root, three forms appear 39 times in 
the Qur’an: O-ui dhanb 11 times; Ojjjj dhunub 26 times; and Ojjjj 
dhanub twice. 

LMi dhanb [n., pi. Ojjjj dhunub] 1 sin (39:53) Ljjjill 'jiik kill [jl 
God forgives all sins 2 a charge, an accusation (26:14) 
ijjli ‘J ^U-ti Ljjj ‘Jc. they have a charge against me, and I fear 
that they may kill me 3 crime (81:9) euK iiOllo s'jji’jlOl lij j 

when the baby girl buried alive is asked for what crime she was 
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killed. 

Lijjj dhanub [n.] share, portion, lot (51:59) lijji 

ujjj those who are unjust will have a share [of 
punishment] like/equal to the share of their comrades. 

v/—*/j dh-h-b gold; to go, to go away, to set out; to take away; 
creed, faction, sect, to adopt as a conviction. Of this root, five 
forms occur 56 times in the Qur’an: LjAi dhahaba 35 times; 's-iAil 
""adhhaba 11 times; s-iAlj dhdhib once; dhahdb once and 
dhahab eight times. 

j dhahaba a [v. intrans.] 1 to go (20:97) sjAili Jli he said 
‘Go!’ 2 to go off (21:87) LjAi jj lij and [remember] 

Dhu’l-Nun [Jonah] when he went off angrily 3 to disappear, to 
clear off, to vanish (33:19) JV ^>31 L-iij lili but when 

fear has passed, they lash at you with sharp tongues 4 [with prep. 
!>] to go from, to depart from, to leave (11:10) LjAi [jija 
he is sure to say, ‘Misfortune has gone away from me’ 5 [with 
prep, a) to go away with (2:17) V pUli. jjjj 3^*3 

God took away their light, leaving them in utter darkness, 
unable to see; b) to claim, to appropriate for oneself (23:91) 

Jic. '%dj jli. Uj LjAil Ijj nor is there any 

god with Him—if there were, each god would have claimed his 
creation, and some of them would have tried to overcome the 
others. 

L^ji ^adhhaba [v. IV, trans.] 1 to remove (9:15) 
and remove the rage from their hearts 2 to cause to disappear, to 
cause to vanish (4:133) ptj ^ bj if He so 

willed. He could make you, humankind, vanish and replace you 
with others. 

LjaIj dhdhib [act. part.] one going (37:99) cPj 

I am going to my Lord: He will surely guide me. 

LiUj dhahdb [v. n., with prep. J the act of taking away, 
abolishing (23:18) 'ojjM ^ Ujj and for taking it all away 

We are able. 

uAj dhahab [coll, n.] gold (9:34) LjAill those 
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who hoard gold and silver. 

J/—fc/j dh-h-l part of the night; to become distracted, to be 
bewildered, to forget. Of this root, only tadhhal occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

J* jj tadhhal [imperf. of v. dhahala, intrans.] to be 
distracted, to be oblivious (22:2) ^ 'fji 

on the Day you see it, every suckling woman will be oblivious to 
that which she suckles. 

jj dhu [nom. case of masc. sing, possessive n., always in construct 
with a following noun, meaning ‘owner’, ‘possessor’, ‘one 
who has’ (65:7) jj and let a person of means 

spend according to his wealth', accusative case {dhd) (5:106) jij 
(jlS even if it concerned a person of [one’s] kinship [lit. 
possessor of kinship]', genitive case (dhi) (14:37) ^j'j lsp fji 

in an uncultivated valley [lit. possessing no vegetation]. These 
occur in the Qur’an some 81 times. The rest of the paradigm are: 
nom. masc. dual Tjj (dhawd) (5:95) Ji- Tjj ^ two persons of 
good standing [lit. possessors of good standing] arbitrate 
concerning if, ace. masc. dual (dhaway) (65:2) Ji I 
and make two persons of good standing bear witness, both 
occurring three times; ace. masc. pi. (dhawi), occurring once, 
in (2:177) ^ J'41l and [those who] give away 

some of their wealth, for His love (or, in spite of their love for the 
money), to their kin', fern. sing, euli dhdt, occurring 29 times 
(89:7) the one with the lofty pillars', nom. fern, dual hljj 

dhawdtd, occurring twice (55:48) hl ji the two with hanging 
branches', ace. fern, dual dhawdtay, occurring once, in 

(34:16) two fruit-bearing [gardens]]. These nouns 

convey a sense of belonging with varying degrees of closeness 
and also with different aspects of possessing, as may be 
determined from wider contexts such as the following: 1 
possessor of, in possession of (2:105) ^>4^41 God is 

[the possessor[ of great bounty 2 endowed with (28:79) ^ 

he has great fortune/luck 3 having, provided with (55:12) 
jj and grain in dry ears (or, which has husks). 




337 


j/j/i 

and fragrant plants 4 owner of, lord of, sovereign over 
(something) (40:15) jj the Exalted in rank, Lord 

of the Throne 5 given to, adherent to (41:51) ftc-i jia ^ Ijj'j 
but if evil touches him, he is full of prolonged prayer 6 a 
member of a class or a group (6:15) ‘/j even if [it 

concerns] a person of [one’s] kinship 7 ascribed to, known by 
(21:87) LjAj jj lij and [remember] Dhu’l-Nun [i.e. 

Jonah] 8 the essence, the inside, the innermost, the depth (3:119) 
pi jj ^1 dl God knows exactly what is in the innermost 
part of all hearts 9 with, bearing (34:16) jkl two 

gardens bearing bitter fruit 10 to be inclined to, to be oriented 
towards (18:18) eulij tjjPlI Pi while We turned them 
over, to the right and to the left. 

j/j/j dh-w-d horns; tongue; to keep off, to drive off, to keep away, 
defender; a small herd of camels (between two and nine). Of this 
root, only jJj tadhuddn occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Jjjj tadhud [imperf. of v. 3lj dhada, trans.] to keep back, to 
drive off (28:23) pliji I> P-jj and he found, at a 

distance from them, two women keeping back [their herd]. 

(j/j/j dh-w-q to taste, to cause to taste, to experience, experiences, 
learning. Of this root, four forms occur 63 times in the Qur’an: jli 
dhdqa 36 times; (jlil ^adhdqa 22 times; ^li dhd^iqatun three 
times; and dhddqun twice. 

S'i dhdqa u [v. trans.] 1 to taste (7:22) Pi s'j=Pll lili Ilia 
but when they tasted the tree, their shameful parts became 
manifest to them 2 to suffer, to experience (51:14) cjil li* Ijajj 
^ JpS suffer your punishment, this is what you wished to 
hasten 3 to feel (78:24) lil'ji Sf j lij) 144 V there they will feel 
no coolness nor will they have any drink. 

J|j| ’’adhdqa [v. IV, trans.] 1 to cause to savour, to give a taste 
of (30:36) 14 j Ijkj3 lii lijj when We give people a taste 

of mercy, they rejoice in it 2 to cause to suffer (17:75) llUaiSf 14 
pUPI t iV . P j siPI then We would have made you suffer 

double [the punishment] of [this] life and double [the 





punishment] of [after] death. 

j dhd^’iqun [pi. of act. part, liili dhd^’iq-, fern, 
dhd^’iqatun] ones tasting, savouring; ones suffering (21:35) 
j every soul sujfers death. 

dh-y-‘' to declare, to announce, to divulge, a telltale; to take 
away. Of this root, only '’adhd^'a occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'’adhd^'a [v. IV, trans., with prep, j for emphasis] to spread 
around, to broadcast (4:83) Ijkli j Ijjj 

whenever there comes to them [news of any] matter concerning 
safety or peril, they spread it around. 



flj/ra' 


'’al-ra'’ the tenth letter of the alphabet; it represents a voieed 
alveolar rolled sound. 

cH'/i/j r-^’-s head, top part, uppermost seetion; first day of the month 
or the year; leader, ehief; a leading horse, a domestie animal. Of 
this root, two forms oeeur 18 times in the Qur’an: ra^’s seven 

times and Lh*jYj ru^iis 11 times. 

'iJijra'’s [n., pi. ru'’us] 1 head (12:36) Jja JA? ^Jl'J 
IjJii. (^I'j I see myself carrying on my head bread 2 sealp (2:196) 
^I'j ^ (jlS so if anyone of you is ill, or 

has an ailment of the scalp, he should compensate 3 eapital, 
prineipal (2:279) o'jij ‘flp bj j but if you repent [after 
having been practising usury] then you are entitled only to 
[reclaim] your capital. 

i-i/i/j r-^’-f merey, kindness, eompassion, to have pity, to show 
kindness, to be mereiful. Of this root, two forms oeeur 13 times in 
the Qur’an: ra^atun twiee and ^jy'j ra^ufll times. 

^\jrayatun [n.] eompassion, kindness (57:27) 

iiVj ijiuj' oiii' and We put into the hearts of those who 
followed him compassion and mercy. 

i-ijjj ra^uf [intens. aet. part.] [an attribute of God] 
Compassionate, Most Kind (9:117) ^'j ^ji'j kij IjIj 
then He turned to them; He is to them Most Kind and Merciful. 

(#/Vj to see, to behold, to sight, in full view; speetator; mirror; 
to show vanity; to eause to see, to make a show before others, to 




act hypocritically, to demonstrate, to come into view; to conceive, 
to consider, to deem, an opinion; a dream, a vision, outer 
appearance. Of this root, 10 forms appear 327 times in the 
Qur’an: J\'j ra^’a 265 times; ij'J yum (1) twice; lsJ '’am 43 times; 
ls J yum (2) once; yum'^un twice; tara^d twice; j 
ri^d" three times; ^fj m'’y twice; ri^y once and Uyj ru^yd 
seven times. 

jij m^d a [v. trans.] 1 to see (6:76) J\'j lP^ IP 

when the night grew dark over him he saw a star 2 to see as, to 
consider, to take something to he (35:8) UP- ifja ijL ^ ‘cy^\ 

as for the person the evil of whose deeds is made alluring to him 
so that he sees it as good', *... \‘jfi (frequently used 

in the Qur’an drawing attention to signs of God’s creation and 
calling for reflection upon them) (16:79) ^ pfjiP Jill jjl IjJ) Jj! 
<111 VI Jpiu U flPJI jJ do they not consider the birds, sustained 
[lit. enabled, subjected] in the air of the sky, nothing holding them 
up except God? 3 to realise (7:149) iji a )4j| fJjj (J -P-* 'Pj 
but when they became remorseful [lit. came to wring their hands] 
and realised they had gone astray 4 to see, perceive (8:48) cj J 
ujJ V U 7 see what you do not see 5 to dream, to see in a dream 
(12:43) (jlP pl ja) ^ ls J the king said, ‘I see [in my 

dream] seven fat cows’ 6 to judge, to examine, to evaluate 
(9:105) )4Lc. <111 isJfA IJPI Ja'j say, ‘Act!, God will judge your 
actions’ 7 to behold, to observe, to reflect upon (25:45) <Jl Jj ‘^\ 
Jill P uiS P'j have you not considered the way of your Lord, how 
He lengthens the shadows? 8 to remember (18:63) <Jl i'J 4 PfJ 
djjkll (^li fjiPlI remember when we were resting by the 
rock?, I forgot the fish. 

jJi yurd (1) [pass, v.] 1 to be seen (46:25) VI tslw ^ ^ 

'7g i5r..i7 so they entered the morning time with nothing to be seen 
except their [ruined] dwellings 2 to be examined, to be judged, to 
be scrutinised (53:40) is'fi PJ.* ‘J'j that his labour will be 
scrutinised. 

j j ’’ard [v. IV, doubly trans.] 1 to show someone something 
(41:53) o'^VI IjjOi J-^ji We shall show them Our 

signs all around [lit. in the horizons] and in themselves 2 to 





advise someone about something, to instruct someone about 
something (40:29) c? J Pharaoh said, 7 only 

show [advise] you [in accordance with] what I see’ 3 to teach 
someone something (4:105) U; 2rjj UTjj! U 

21I'J We have sent down the Book to you with the truth so that 
you can judge between people in accordance with what God has 
taught you. 

tsSi yurd (2) [pass, of doubly trans. v. IV] to be made to see 
something, to be shown something (99:6) 

on that Day, people will issue forth [out of their graves] in 
separate groups to be shown their deeds. 

tard^’d [v. VI, intrans.] to come in sight of one another 
(26:61) and when the two hosts came in sight of 

one another. 

yurd^’l [imperf. of v. Ill j rd^’d, trans.] to act 
hypocritically before others, to act in a certain manner in order to 
be seen by others (4:142) uji' J 'Tj 

when they stand up to pray, they do so sluggishly, showing off in 
front of people. 

fUj [n.; v. n. adverbially used] hypocrisy, acting 

hypocritically, in order to be seen, to show off (4:38) 'ciJm 

iUj those who spend their wealth hypocritically, to 

show off before others. 

raff [n.; v. n.] 1 vision, sight; seeing, sighting *(3:13) 'if'j 
cpdl with the very eye [lit. with the sighting of the eye] 2 opinion 
*(11:27) iffff without thinking, on the spur of the moment, 
without reflection [lit. the beginning of the opinion]. 

^j riff [v. n., n.] show; appearance; splendour (19:74) USJa! 
Ujj'j hljl JJk (jja how many a generation before them 

We have destroyed who surpassed them in riches and outward 
splendour! 

Wfj ruffd [n.] dream (12:5) ffc. aUyj [>=1^ V do not 
relate your dream to your brothers. 




(j/tj/j r-b-b master, lord, owner, guardian, to have possessions; to 
be characteristic of; to pamper, to raise, to educate; a word; an 
adopted person; animal kept for milk; a woman newly delivered 
of a baby; to do well; mesh, thickened juice; a group of people; a 
rabbi, a person learned in divine law; early youth, to approximate. 
The words ojSj ribbiyun and oJi&'j rabbaniyyun are considered 
borrowings from Hebrew or Syriac. Of this root, five forms 
appear 969 times in the Qur’an: Vj rabb 960 times; '’arbab 
four times; ojSj ribbiyyun once; rabbaniyyun three times 

and raba^ib once. 

ijj rabb I [n., pi. t-iU'J ^arbab] 1 master, lord (12:41) 

Z'j USia.! Ill (jkUl my two fellow prisoners, as for one of 
you, he will serve his master with wine 2 deity, god (12:39) 

my two fellow 

prisoners, are divergent deities better or God, the One, the 
Almighty? II [no pL] 1 the Lord, God (7:29) J?j 'fi my Lord 
commands justice', *(1:2) Ifj Lord of All [lit. Lord of the 

worlds] 2 [in contrast to/combination with the use of ^1] caring 
Lord (7:189) Ikir.ljc.j Viti’il l!<Ja 

then when she grows heavy [with child] they both pray to God, 
their Lord, ‘If you give us a good child we shall certainly be 
among the grateful’', (21:56) tSj Ji 

no indeed, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth who 
created them. 

ribbiyyun [pi. of n. ribbiyy] interpreted as either 
groups of large numbers of people or worshippers of God, people 
of God (3:146) jjjS (jjij ^ ‘fikj how many a prophet 

with whom fought many devout men. 

rabbaniyyun [pi. of ^Ij'j rabbdniyy] either men of God, 
worshippers or learned people conversant in the teachings of 
religion (3:79) Lj 'cfAfj \ jjjS.be devoted to God, by 

means of your teaching the Scripture. 

lojIjj rabd^’ib [pi. of n. Wj rabibatun] a step-daughter 
(4:23) J ’^Ujj ... 

forbidden to you are your mothers ... and your step-daughters 
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[who are] in your care-[those bom] of your women with whom 
you have consummated marriage [lit. whom you have gone into], 

U 4 j /Ujj rubamd/rubbamd [composite particle, occurring once in the 
Qur’an, consisting of prep, rubba (Vj) (described by 
grammarians as indicating high or low frequency) plus linking 
particle U] ‘many a time’, ‘frequently’, ‘often’; ‘perchance’, 
‘perhaps’, ‘maybe’, ‘may well’ (15:2) I jj\S. "jl I JjS. jj) Lfj 

those who disbelieve may well come to wish they had 
submitted to God. 

r-b-h growth, gain, to profit, to earn, to win; trade, goods kept 
for trading; young sheep and camels. Of this root, ^'j rabiha 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jtjj rabiha a [v. intrans.] to be profitable, to prosper (2:16) 
■^jl^ so their trade brings no gain. 

(jaj^jjr-b-s to sit in waiting, to bide one’s time, to be on the 
look-out; to lurk, to waylay, to ambush, to wait for something to 
befall someone, to await a chance to act. Of this root, four forms 
occur 17 times in the Qur’an: lh4j5 tarabbasa 13 times; 
tarabbus once; mutarabbis once and 

mutarabbisun twice. 

tarabbasa [v. V] I [intrans.] 1 to await, to be on the 
look-out (9:24) I so be on the look-out till 

God brings about His command 2 to play for time, to sit on the 
fence (57:14) but you 

allowed yourselves to be tempted, you played for time, you 
doubted and were lulled by [false] hopes 3 [with prep. J to bear 
with, to give time for a possible outcome (23:25) ku. 5 U Jk'j 'ij > y 
jjj?. 5U I he is merely a man with a touch of madness in 
him, so bear with him for a while [he might sober up] 4 [with 
prep. J [jur.] (of women whose marriage becomes terminated 
either by divorce or death of husbands) to refrain from marrying 
for a prescribed period while looking out for signs of pregnancy 
(2:228) f jj5 cjUlkolIj divorced women [must] 



keep an eye on themselves [and look out for any sign of 
pregnancy] for three monthly periods [before remarrying[ II 
[trans. with prep, j to lie in wait for, to sit in ambush, to await 
evil happening to others (9:98) 'jiljill ’o^^j they await 
[hoping for] turns of misfortune to befall yow, *(52:30) ^ 

Ljj'j we are awaiting his death/the evil turns of fate. 

tarabbus [v. n.] [jur.] refraining from certain actions for 
a prescribed period (2:226) I> 'ciffi 'oi^for 

those who vow not to have sexual relations with their wives, there 
is a waiting period of four months [before a final decision is 
made], 

mutarabbisun [pi. of act. part. mutarabbis] one 

who sits in wait, one who sits back expecting something, usually 
bad, to happen to others (52:31) I Ja say, 

‘Wait [if you must], I too am, along with you, one of those 
waiting. ’ 

j r-b-t to tie, to tie up, to connect, to unite; to station, garrison; 
to line up, (of an army) to take up a position; to conclude an 
agreement; a band, fetters, shackles; a place where animals, 
particularly horses, are kept, stables. Of this root, three forms 
occur five times in the Qur’an: Jaj'j rabata three times; Jajfj rdbata 
once and ribdt once. 

kuj rabata i [v., trans. with prep. Jlsd\ to strengthen, to fortify 
*(18:14) "^jla Uiai'jj We gave strength to their hearts, We 
strengthened their determination [lit. We tied up their hearts]. 

.JsjIj rdbata [v. Ill, intrans.] to be constant, to be steadfast, to 
participate in the defence of the land, to man the garrisons (3:200) 

^ ^ you who believe, become 

steadfast and remain steadfast, be on call [to defend] [also 
interpreted as: fortify yourselves]. 

laiij ribdt [v. n.; n.] tethering, tying up; stationing, keeping 
ready *(8:60) [tethered horses, horse enclosures] horses 

specifically kept for defence, warhorses. 
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jHj 

r-b-^" four, fourth, to happen each fourth day, foursome; 
square, quarter; living quarters, neighbourhood; a well-built, 
medium-height person; spring, to become fertile, spring rains, to 
be in one’s prime, lushness. Of this root, six forms occur 22 times 
in the Qur’an: rub‘' twice; ^Ijj ruba‘' twice; '’arba‘' three 

times; "’arba^'atun nine times; uj"’J "’arba'^un four times and 
raWuhum twice. 

’yjrub‘' [n.] one quarter, fourth part (4:12) 
then to you is one quarter of what they leave. 

ruba^" [n. used adverbially] four, in fours (35:1) 

<_yjjuo 3^:^! Jjl 5t2j who appoints angels as messengers 
with wings, in twos, threes and fours. 

yj ^arba" [card, no.] four (24:45) yj ^ I> "f42>j and 
some of them walk on four [legs]. 

CtjkjJ ^arba‘'un [card, no.] forty (7:142) ^ fij 
the term of his Lord reached completion—forty nights. 

rdbi^" [ord. no., quasi-act. part.] fourth, one completing a 
foursome (58:7) j* Vj there is no secret 

conference of three but He is their fourth. 

j/^jj r-b-w hill, elevated part of the land, to go on the top of a hill; 
growth, to increase; usury; to be out of breath, to have asthma; to 
raise, to grow under someone’s care, to educate, to cultivate; a 
group of ten thousand people. Of this root, eight forms occur 20 
times in the Qur’an: rabd four times; Jij rabbd twice; 

^arbd (1) once; rdbl once; <di'j rdbiyatun once; ^^‘J ^arbd (2) 
once; Uj riba eight times and s'jj'j rabwatun twice. 

yjj rabd u [v. intrans.] 1 to increase, to grow (30:39) I> U'j 

4jf. fiji !ia J'^i 'fij^ Ijj whatever you give out in usury 
to increase in value through [other] people’s wealth will not 
increase with God 2 to swell up, to come to life (22:5) ls'jSj 
cfjj clyi,] 1424 UTjji lili you perceive the earth lifeless, 
yet when We send down upon it water, it stirs and swells. 

Jij rabbd [v. II, trans.] to bring up, to raise, to rear (17:24) Ja'j 
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Ijjila US U 4 IU.JI U'j and say, ‘Lord, have mercy on them 
both, just as they reared me when I was little. ’ 

yurbi [imperf. of v. IV ijJ '’arba, trans.] to cause to 
increase, to cause to grow (2:276) pli-sUJl Ujll God 

blights usury, but blesses charitable deeds with multiple increase. 

rdbl [quasi-act. part., fern. ^\j rdbiyatun] 1 high, 
mounting up, swelling (13:17) Ufj rU'j and the flood 

carries with it a swelling froth 2 severe, harsh, ever-tightening 
(69:10) sU.! JjL'j but they disobeyed the 

messenger of their Lord, so He seized them with an 
ever-tightening grip. 

‘’arba [elat.] more, higher, greater (16:92) d (jjSj ‘J 

i> <^"J just because one party may be more numerous than 
another. 

Uj riba [n.] usury (2:275) ^ 

A UWv those who consume usury will not rise [up on 
the Day of Resurrection] except like someone confounded by 
Satan’s touch. 

'kfij rabwatun [n.] hill, elevated land, height (2:265) ^ JL£. 
fJj'jj like a garden on a hill. 

r-f-'" to pasture in lush grass, to be in fertile land, to have 
plenty to eat and drink, to live in great affluence; to lark about in 
a carefree manner. Of this root, yarta^" occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

’^jiyarta‘' [imperf. of v. ^'j rata‘'a, intrans.] to enjoy oneself 
playing in the open, to run about enjoying oneself (12:12) liw ^"J 
UUL j lie. send him with us tomorrow to run about and play. 

j/cj/j r-t-q space between any two fingers; a closed up mass, 
darkness; to mend, to join together, to repair, to patch up; sticking 
together. Of this root, ratq occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Jjj ratq [n.; v. n.] layers pressed together into one mass, 
closed up mass (21:30) li'j dk tlilj^dliill jj! IjjiS (jUJI jj )Jjl 
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U«Alj 4 ^ have those who disbelieve not considered that the heavens 
and the earth were a multi-layered mass and We split them? 

J/Ci/j r-t-l to have well-formed and neatly spaced teeth; to be 
symmetrical, to be neatly arranged; to enunciate clearly and 
deliberately; the good of everything. Of this root, two forms occur 
twice each in the Qur’an: Jjj rattala and tartll. 

tPj rattala [v. II, trans.] 1 to arrange neatly, to give in 
successively distinct parts (25:32) ^ Jy Vjl IjjiS Jlij 

'±dy iUh'jj 5 U sVfj ^14- those who disbelieve say, ‘If 

only the Qur’an was sent down to him in one body!’, thus [We 
sent it] to strengthen your heart, and We have given it in 
successive, distinct parts 2 to enunciate clearly, deliberately and 
distinctly (73:4) tidy 'Ji'jSlI Ji'Jj and recite the Qur’an distinctly. 

Jjjjj tartll [v. n. used adverbially] 1 in a neat and orderly 
arrangement, distinct (25:32) tidy ilii'jj and We have given it in 
successive, distinct parts 2 reciting distinctly (73:4) JijSlI Ji'jj 
and recite the Qur’an slowly and distinctly. 

ydj f-j-"’ to postpone, to delay, to cause to wait. Of this root, yfy 
turjb’ (variant reading: ^^y turjl) occurs twice and 
murjawn once. 

turji^’ (variant reading ^^‘y turjl) [imperf. of v. IV 
"ary'fl, trans; variant reading of imper. jrJ ‘’arji] to put off, to delay, 
to postpone (7:111) iU-fj Wj IjSi they said, ‘Delay him and his 
brother [for a while]’ (variant ^J). 

Cjja-’jA murjawn [pi. of pass. part. murjd] one who is put 
off, postponed (9:106) 5 dll jfl and others deferred 

to God’s decree. 

dd-> ^~j-j toe dregs of society, the dregs in a drinking trough; to 
shake, to agitate, to rouse, (of the sea) to become tumultuous, 
turmoil, commotion, excitement, the sound of thunder. Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: rujja and ^'j 

rajj. 
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jl) rujja [pass, of v. ^'j rajja, trans.] to be shaken, to be caused 
to quake (56:4) l^'j pkj when the earth is shaken 

violently. 

d [v- n. used adverbially] the act of shaking, the act of 
quaking (56:4) 14 when the earth is shaken 

violently. 

j/^/j r-j-z ballast used to steady a camel’s hawdaj/litter, weakness; 
plague, filth, abomination, guilt, devil’s insinuation, the 
worshipping of idols. Of this root, two forms occur 10 times in 
the Qur’an: rijz nine times and "J?.j rujz once. 

jAj rijz [n.] punishment, affliction (7:162) rj?.j UL-jli 
IjjlS Uoj so We sent them a punishment from heaven for 
their wrongdoing', *(8:11) J?-j Satan’s insinuation [lit. 

Satan’s ajfliction]. 

^1) rujz [n.] filth, abomination; sinning; idolatry (74:5) j 
and shun all abominations. 

r-j-s dirt, filth, punishment, abomination, misbehaviour, 
doubt; the roar of camels, thunder, to gauge the level of water in a 
well. Of this root, rijs occurs 10 times in the Qur’an. 

rijs [n.] 1 dirt, filth, abomination (5:90) Ui] 

lyL j J.V jVfj intoxicants, gambling, idols 

and divining arrows are an abomination of the work of Satan 2 
punishment, affliction (7:71) aa 

punishment and wrath have already [been decided] to fall upon 
you from your Lord 3 doubt, mistrust (9:125) ojiSI d 

j Ilkj as for those who are sick at heart, it added 
doubt to their doubt. 

tid 4 to return, to turn back, to recur, to revert; to take back, to 

claim back; to back down, to reply, to give back, to resume an 
activity; to become emaciated. Of this root, eight forms occur 107 
times in the Qur’an: raja^’a 35 times; ^"J "’arja^’a 11 times; 

ruji’^a 36 times; yataraja’^a once; raj" three times; 
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ruj^'a once; uj^'j raji'^un four times and ^ marji’' 16 

times. 

raja’^a i I [v. intrans.] 1 to return, to go back (9:94) 'oJj^ 
they will excuse themselves to you, when you 
return to them', *(21:64) j they reflected on the 

matter [lit. they returned to themselves^ 2 to change one’s 
position, to mend one’s ways (7:168) 

We tested them with blessings and misfortunes, that they 
might mend their ways II [v. trans.] 1 to cause to return (9:83) Ijla 
<_ 5 Jj yil so [Prophet], if God brings you back to a 
group of them 2 to restore, to give back to (20:40) ilUk'ji 

[j'jpj V'j jii so We restored you to your mother so that her 
fears may abate [lit. her eye settle down] and not sorrow 3 to 
bring back (56:87) jiak [jj bring it [the soul] back 

[from the dead] if you are truthful 4 to send back (60:10) 5ti 
jUSlI do not send them back to the disbelievers', 

*(20:89) Vj5 he replies, he holds a conversation [lit. he 

returns speech to them]', *(34:31) Jjill ^4=^ 
dialoguing, debating [lit. they return speech one to the other]', 
*(67:3) take a second look, look very carefully [lit. 

return the sight]. 

jAj rujPa [pass, v.] 1 to be returned, to be made to return, to 
be taken back (41:50) J Jfj but even if 

I were to be taken back to my Lord, the best reward would await 
me with Him 2 to be referred to, to be deferred to (2:210) fdll j 
’jfh\ all matters are deferred to God. 

jaljjj yataraja’^a [imperf. of v. VI, intrans.] to return to one 
another, to be reconciled to one another (2:230) ^ 

‘j if he [the second husband] divorces her, there will 
be no blame on them if the two of them [the first husband and the 
wife] return to one other. 

raj" I [v. n.] the act of returning something, bringing back 
something (86:8) jpUi kij bringing him back [to life] is 

certainly within His power II [n./v. n.] 1 a return (50:3) lij] 

lutj ^'j lalli U'ji [how strange, to come back [to life]] after we 



have died and become dust?, such a return is too far-fetched 2 a 
recurring action, echo ( 86 : 11 ) by the sky with its 

recurring [rain], 

ruj‘'a [n./v. n.] return, returning (96:8) hi to 

your Lord is the [final] return. 

rdjLun [pi. of act. part. ^I'j rdji‘'] those who return, go 
back (2:46) ’r4j^j ’f4j^ oj^ those who know 

[also interpreted as: who expect] that they will meet their Lord 
and that it is to Him they are returning. 

marjL [v. n.] going back, returning (11:4) 5 dll to 

God is your return. 

r-j-f to quake, earthquake, tremor, to tremble, to agitate, to 
shiver, to shudder; to spread lies, to spread false rumours; to 
thunder, to prepare for war. Of this root, four forms occur eight 
times in the Qur’an: farjw/twice; kik'j rajfatun four times; 

rdjifatun once and murjifun once. 

tarjuf [imperf. of v. ^'j rajafa, intrans.] to tremble, to 
quake, to shake (73:14) 'fji on the Day when the 

earth and the mountains will shake. 

kiaj rajfatun [unit n.] a tremor, an earthquake, a blast 
(7:78) kak'jll an earthquake seized them. 

rdjifatun [fern. act. part.] one that shakes up *(79:6) 
the shaker (epithet for the first blast of the Trumpet calling 
for the rising of the dead). 

murjifun [pi. of act. part, murjif] spreaders of 

false rumours, agitators, provocators (33:60) j 5 ^ jj ‘c^ 

^441 j if the hypocrites do not 

desist, and the ones in whose hearts is sickness, and those who 
cause civil unrest in the city. We will rouse you against them. 

J/^/j r-j-l a man, manhood, masculinity; a foot, a leg, to go on foot, 
to dismount; to comb one’s hair; to improvise, to talk or give an 
improvised speech; rocky land difficult to walk upon; (of locusts) 




to swarm; poverty, lazy person. Of this root, seven forms occur 
73 times in the Qur’an: l&-'j rajul 24 times; cP^'j rajulan five 
times; rijal 28 times; J?-j rijl once; rijlan once; 
^arjul 13 times and l1?-j rajil once. 

rajul [n., dual cP^j rajulan, pi. Jli-j rijal] 1 a man (2:282) 

Jkja 1 and have as 

witnesses two of your men, if two men are not available, then 
have one man and two women 2 human being (6:9) iULik jfj 
sUkaJ if We had made him [the Messenger] an angel. We 
would still have made him [in the shape of] a human being 3 
person (33:4) l54- God does not give a 

person two hearts within his breast 4 [in the pi. J'i.j rijal] folk, 
people (33:40) "^'4.j I> 'JS U Muhammad is not the 

father of any of your people 5 male member of the jinn race 
(72:6) ji J'4-j ij'4 kjfj and that there have 

been [certain] men of the human-kind seeking protection with 
[certain] men of the jinn-kind. 

Jl4j rijal [pi. of quasi-act. part. cJ^fj rajil] on foot (2:239) IjU 
Ut^j ji Vlk but if you are in a state of fear [from an enemy], 

then [pray] on foot or while riding. 

tk-jrijl [n., dual rijlan, pi. Jkj ^arjul] 1 foot (5:6) 

I jk:2.rj so wipe your heads and your feet 
up to the ankles 2 leg (24:24) "44^ J>jj on 

the Day when their own tongues, hands and legs (or, feet) will 
testify against them', *(60:12) ‘oii4 Cp ‘PJP 6'^ odj V 

they do not falsely attribute children to their husbands, they do 
not commit adultery [lit. nor do they produce any falsehood, they 
fabricate between their hands and legs] 

rajil [coll, n.] men, foot-soldiers (17:64) 41^ 

41k'jj and assail them with [the noise of] your cavalry and 
infantry. 

4lil 4 >'-j-f^ stones, to stone, to kill by stoning, to heap up stones (on 
a grave), to heap abuse (on); to curse, to drive out, to expel; 
doubt, conjecture; boycotting; shooting stars; to gauge the level of 



water in a well. Of this root, five forms occur 14 times in the 
Qur’an: j4-j rajama five times; rajm once; J>jVj rujum once; 
rajlm six times and jVj- marjumun once. 

fAj rajama u [v. trans.] to stone (18:20) bj if 

they should discover you, they will stone you. 

rajm [v. n.] the act of stoning *(18:22) tjidlj ti-'j 
conjecturing, guessing in the dark, guessing at what is being kept 
hidden, shooting in the dark [lit. throwing stones without seeing, 
blindly]. 

rujum [pi. of n. rajm] materials for stoning, rocks, 
projectiles, missiles (67:5) '4lji4-j and We have 

made them [the stars] rocks for stoning the devils. 

rajlm [quasi-pass, part.] stoned, cast out (15:17) b- 

and guarded it from every outcast devil', *(16:98) 
(epithet of Satan) the outcast, the stoned. 

marjumun [pi. of pass. part. ^ marjum] stoned, 
castaway, outcast (26:116) b*«jkjiJI 't> b^j^ you will be among 
those stoned. 

j/^/j r-j-w hope, to hope, to look forward to, to anticipate, to 
expect; to fear, to be apprehensive about; areas covered by (e.g. a 
room, a house, a town), directions, sides. Of this root, three forms 
occur 24 times in the Qur’an: tarju 22 times; jkj- marjuww 

once and »Vj once. 

tarju [imperf. of v. Vj raja, trans.] 1 to hope, to hope for 
(28:86) s-iM 4^] "J cjjS U'j you could not have hoped that 
the Book be sent to you', *(24:60) Ik-lSj 'ciJfji ^ old 

women [the women who have no expectations of marriage] 2 to 
fear (71:13) Ijlij fdl bjVjS V U what is it with you that you do 
not fear God’s majesty? 3 to be concerned with (10:7) V ojil bj 
Ikill ljk=bb hiUl bjVj) those who are not concerned with 

meeting Us and are satisfied with the life of this world 4 to 
believe in, to expect (45:14) fdll J.d bjVli 7 b^ili' bi^ 

tell those who believe to forgive those who do not expect/believe 
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in God’s days [of punishment]. 

marjuww [pass, part.] one who is the objeet of hope, one 
who has great hopes plaeed in him (11:62) Jja fjVj- hj? ^ 
liA Salih, you have been a person amongst us in whom great 
hopes had been placed, before this. 

?U"J ■’arjfl-’ [pi. of n. Vj raja] sides, areas eovered by e.g. a 
town, a eountry, a house and the like, quarters (69:17) 
l^Vj the angels will be at its sides. 

turji^’ (variant reading turjf), ^arjih (variant reading 
^■J) and Cif^jAmurjawn (see i/j/j r-j-’’). 

v/c/j r-h-b to be wide, to be spaeious, to be ample; to weleome; 
eourtyard, flood ehannels in a valley, spaeious fertile lands. Of 
this root, two forms oeeur twiee eaeh in the Qur’an: LAj rahuba 
and marhaban. 

L^j rahuba u [v. intrans.] to be wide, to be spaeious (9:25) 
iijjk'j Uu and the earth, vast as it is, [despite 

what it encompassed[ was straitened for you. 

marhaban [v. n. used interjeetionally] weleome (38:59) V 

'jk'jlo no welcome to them! 

Jjsbj rahlq [no known verbal root, oeeurs onee in the Qur’an] wine, 
the most exquisite pure mature wine (83:25) I> Jjalu 

they are given to drink of the best of wines, sealed. 

J to travel, to set out, to go away; travel gear, travel bags, 
saddles; to take as a mount; (of a eamel) a strong traveller; 
journey. Of this root, three forms oeeur four times in the Qur’an: 
J^j rahl twiee; j rihdl onee and kL. j rihlatun onee. 

Jaj rahl [n., pi. Jlkj rihdl] travel gear, luggage, saddle bag, 
paek (12:70) l54- he placed the drinking-cup in 

his brother’s pack. 

^J rihlatun [n.] a journey, trip, tour *(106:2) 
the journey of the winter and [the journey of] the summer 



(reference here is to the two annual trade caravans, in winter to 
the Yemen and in summer to Syria, upon which the survival of 
the Quraysh (q.v.) depended). 

(•/c/j r-h-m the womh, hlood relatives; mercy, kindness, 
compassion, pity, sympathy, to show mercy, to show compassion, 
to let off, to he kind, forgiveness, bounty, good fortune, blessing. 
Of this root, 11 forms occur 342 times in the Qur’an: '^'j rahima 
20 times; turhamun eight times; ^'j rahmatun 117 times; 

^al-rahimin six times; '’al-rahman 57 times (and 113 
times in the basmallah)\ '’al-rahlm 115 times (and 113 times 
in the basmallah)', ruhama^ once; ^arham four times; 

marhamatun once; ^arham 12 times and ruhm 

once. 

rahima a [v. trans.] 1 to show mercy, to have mercy upon 
someone (11:47) Vj j if you do not 

forgive me and have mercy on me, I shall be one of the losers 2 to 
guide (11:119) 4£'j '^'j Vj Yj and they will continue 

to be at odds with one another except for those whom your Lord 
has guided 3 to forgive (29:21) Ljid He 

chastises whom He pleases and shows mercy to/forgives whom 
He pleases 4 to spare, to rescue (11:43) I> jJi ‘ly. V 

there is no protection today from God’s command except for 
whom He spares. 

turham [imperf. pass, v.] to be shown mercy, to be treated 
with mercy (7:204) that you might be shown mercy. 

rahmatun [n.] mercy, grace (28:73) lP' l54- I>j 
‘y lji:prj ^ IjiSLul jlprj and out of His mercy He has made 
for you the night and the day, that you may rest therein and that 
you may seek of His bounty. 

rdhimln [pi. of act. part, pl'j rdhim] showing mercy, 
merciful (12:64) pji y'j Uialk "Jy God is the best 

guardian and the Most Merciful of the merciful. 

ljAjII '’al-rahmdn [quasi-act. part., always in definite form] 
[attribute of God] the Most Merciful, the Beneficent, the Lord of 





Mercy (67:19) Vj U none holds them up save the 

Lord of Mercy, * name of Sura 55, Medinan sura, so-named 

because of the reference in verse 1 to "the Lord of Mercy’ and His 
attributes in following verses. 

rahim [intens. quasi-act. part., pi. ruhamd"’] 1 one 
endowed with mercy, compassion (48:29) jUSJI ^Js^ 

and those with him are hard against the disbelievers, 
and merciful among themselves 2 [attribute of God] the Most 
Compassionate (2:199) ^'j jjac- ‘d and ask 

forgiveness of God: He is Most Forgiving and Most 
Compassionate. 

"’arham [elat.] more/most merciful (7:151) ejjf'j 

You are the Most Merciful of the merciful. 

marhamatun [n.] mercy, compassion (90:11) 

jLA\j and [be of those who] enjoin upon one 
another steadfastness and enjoin upon one another compassion. 

^'CdJ drhdm [pi. of n. ^'j rahim] womb, uterus (3:6) j* 
iUu ^ it is He who shapes you in the womb(s) 

as He wills’, *(8:75) ji J kindred’, *(47:22) Ijilkj and 

break, or cut off, your [ties of] kinship. 

"fdjruhm [n.] mercy, kindness, compassion (18:81) "J Uj'jti 
i:«kj L-ijaij iistj kio rjp, U<4 j'j so we wished that their Lord 
should change him for them, [for one] better in purity and more 
inclined to show mercy [lit. nearer in mercy]. 

-i/tl J r-kh-w to relax, to slacken, to ease up; affluence, to live in 
comfort; gentle breeze; to travel at a good easy pace, to be 
infrequent. Of this root, »U.j rukhd"’ occurs once in the Qur’an. 

fUj rukhcF [quasi-act. part., used adverbially] fair, gently, 
easily (38:36) eiua. iU.j ^ so We 

subjected to him the wind, running gently at his behest 
wheresoever he willed. 

i/j/j r-d-"’ support, help, backing, to bolster, to back up; to become 
bad, to spoil; mean, vile, base; to go beyond. Of this root, rid'’ 
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VVj 

occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Vjj rid'’ [v. n.; n.] supporting, helping, backing; support, help; 
supporter, helper, backer (28:34) ^jU j* ojj'^ 

(^2,^ li jj and my brother Aaron is far better than me in 
speech—send him with me, as a backer to confirm my words. 

j/j/j r-d-d to turn back, to cause to go back, to give back, to stand 
back; to avert, to reject, to dissuade; to refer to, to submit a matter 
(to someone); to have an exchange of words, a dialogue; retreat, 
reneging; point of reference, judgement; reputation. Of this root, 
eight forms occur 45 times in the Qur’an: jj radda 15 times; jj 
rudda 22 times; yataraddaduna once; J ’irtadda eight 

times; j'j radd twice; jfj radd four times; ^>0 mar add six times; 
iji’jlo mardud once and jjijij- mardudun once. 

Jj radda u [v. trans.] 1 to give back, to restore (28:13) iUj'j'ja 
5 uf and We restored him to his mother 2 to repulse, to repel, to 
send back (33:25) Ijj^. Ijlli JJ I JJS, (jjill ^11 j'Jj God repulsed 

the disbelievers [still] with their rage—they gained no benefit 3 to 
avert (21:40) Iaj'j 'gfrAdud ^44^ kdu J) but it will come 
upon them suddenly, and it will stupefy them—so they will have no 
power to avert it 4 to cause to turn away, to dissuade (2:217) 'i'j 
I jkLLjli.1 (jj "(jt 'ofyji they will not stop 

fighting you [believers] until they make you turn away from your 
faith, if they can 5 to bring back (38:33) oj141j t* f’j 

ijfyfyVj ‘bring them back to me!’ [he said] and started stroking 
[their] legs and necks (or, in another interpretation: started to 
smite them, necks and legs, with the sword) 6 to give in return, to 
reciprocate, to respond (4:86) 1 *fyj ‘j 4^ 't>4a.L I 
when you are offered a greeting, respond [lit. greet] with a better 
one, or [at least] reciprocate the like of it 1 to reverse something, 
to return it to a previous state, to reduce (95:5) (jJaU 
then We reduced (or, restored) him to the lowest of the low 
[states] 8 to refer something (to someone or something) (4:83) lij j 

ji-Vi Jij Jji-'jii Jj»Jj -/j ^ Ijki'i j c]fy\ '(> 

ki jKin' .. ) (jjJ whenever there comes to them [news of any] 

matter concerning safety or peril, they spread it around, but had 
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they referred it to the Messenger and those in authority among 
them, those able to think it out would have correctly evaluated it 
[lit. known it]. 

Jj rudda [pass, v.] 1 to be returned, to be given back (12:65) 
eijisj I jVj they found their goods returned to them 2 to 

be brought back, to be caused to return (6:28) I U I jit»j I jjj "jij 

kic. even if they were brought back, they would only return to the 
very thing that was forbidden to them 3 to be turned away, to be 
dissuaded (6:71) 'iu Ujli! ^ j'jjj Vj liai V U 5 dll 
yil U3 a jj are we to call, aside from God, that which neither 
profits nor harms us?-and be turned on our heels after God has 
guided us? 4 to be averted, to be repulsed, to be repelled (12:110) 
blot ‘Sf V'j Our punishment will not be averted 
from the guilty people 5 to be refuted, to be rejected (5:108) 211j 
ij [jUj! jJj [ji j! Ijjh [jl this way, it 

is more likely that they will give the testimony in its proper form, 
for fear that all oaths [including theirs] would be refuted [even] 
afier [they have given] theirs 6 to be reversed, to be reduced to an 
abject state (16:70) jiiJI Jj'j Jj P God 

created you, and will cause you to die, and some of you will be 
reduced to a most abject stage of [old] age. 

jjji yataraddad [imperf. of v. V intrans.] to move from one 
side to the other, to oscillate, to waver (9:45) J ^42 j 

(jjjj'ji "^'j and their hearts feel doubt, so in their doubt they 
waver. 

jjj) '’irtadda [v. Vlll, intrans.] 1 to turn back (18:64) liijli 
Ua jbld so the two turned back, retraced their footsteps', 
*(5:21) jb'i IjjuJ Sfj do not run away [lit. do not turn on 
your backs]', *(27:40) 41a"jL bljj ‘j in the twinkling of an 
eye, before you blink [lit. before your glance comes back to you ]; 
*(14:43) f^j not blinking, utterly stupefied [lit. their 
glance does not return to them] 2 to renege on, to revoke (2:217) 
5 Ujj ‘.uS'jj [>j and whoever of you revokes his faith 3 to 

return (to a previous condition) (12:96) Ijj-J -bjli he 

placed it onto his face-thereupon he became able to see again. 





Jj radd [v. n.] 1 the act of repelling, repulsing, averting 
(21:40) Iaj'j ^ J) but it will come upon 

them suddenly, and it will stupefy them-so they will have no 
power to avert it 2 the act of taking back (2:228) IjAj'jj jiij 

Uaillaj IjirJ "(jj aii ^ and their husbands are [more] entitled to 
take them back during this period, provided they wish to put 
things right. 

Jlj radd [act. part.] 1 one who prevents, turns away, stops 
(10:107) 542^ jfj !ia [jj j and if He intends good for you, 

there is no one who can turn away His bounty 2 one who restores, 
(28:7) Uj We will be restoring him to you 3 one who 

causes to come back, one who causes to return (28:85) 'o^J bl 
jUIo (_ylj 'JVJW 41^ He who has made the [teachings in the] 
Qur’an binding on you [Prophet] will return you to an appointed 
time/place 4 to divert, to re-channel, to pass on (16:71) 

)43 ejSIo 14 ,_ 5 Jc. ‘^‘jj JJ IjJliaa jjjll 14a oJjll i_4=4j 

^ God has given some of you more provision than others— 
those who have been given more are unwilling to pass on their 
provision to those in their possession [the slaves], so that they 
might become equal therein. 

Jj4 maradd [v. n.] 1 going back (42:44) l!j4j ]> jj- J* is 
there any way of going back? 2 repelling, forcing back, warding 
off (13:11) y Jj- 51i i; jL. ^1 jI'j! lijj and if God wills harm on a 
people, there is no turning it back 3 benefitting, giving returns, 
rewarding (19:76) Ij'j- jj^-'j IjI'jj 4)u'j 'Xic. e:jl4Jll^JI djl^Ull'j but the 
good lasting deeds are best for reward with your Lord, and best 
in yielding returns. 

ijijAmardud [pass, part., pi. jjJjJj- mardudun] 1 repelled, 
turned back, averted (11:76) JjJj- ’JiP and there is 

coming to them a chastisement that cannot be turned back 2 
returned, restored (79:10) fjil4Jl ^ jjijjj-i la! jjljau they say, 
‘What?!, shall we be restored to life?’ 

(J/j/j r-r/jf backside, posterior, rump; to come after, to follow, to 
come from the back, to come in succession, to ride behind 
someone; to stand in for, a ruler’s substitute; entourage. Of this 



root, three forms oecur onee each in the Qur’an: radifa\ 

rMifatun and murdifln. 

radifa/radafa a [v. intrans.] to come behind, to draw 
near, to he near at hand (27:72) ’o^ ^/j "J 

maybe some of what you seek to hasten is near at hand. 

radifatun [act. part, fern.] that which follows (79:6-7) J.jj 
uk"jj on the Day when the blast of the Trumpet 
reverberates and the second blast follows it. 

murdifln [pi. of act. part. murdifl coming one after 
the other, in succession; causing others to come one after the 
other, or in succession (8:9) I will 

reinforce you with a thousand angels, coming in succession. 

r-d-m to fill (a hole in the ground) with earth, to fill gaps in a 
wall; to mend, to patch a tattered garment; to live off the good of 
the land; to remain, to he constant; dam, hig heap of earth. Of this 
root, radm occurs once in the Qur’an. 

"flo radm [n.; v. n.] dam, harrier made of earth and other 
materials (18:95) J4jSj ffli so lend me [your] 

strength and I will erect a barrier between you and them. 

(^fljjr-d-y death, destruction, demise, to perish, to kill, to cause 
death, to die hy falling, animal killed hy falling, to bring to the 
ground, to ruin; garment, cloak, to wear; to increase. Of this root, 
four forms occur six times in the Qur’an: tarda once; 

"ardd three times; taraddd once and mutaraddiyatun 
once. 

jSji tarda [imperf. of v. cs/j radiya, intrans.] to perish, meet 
with ruin (20:16) csjjjs V 5ti do not 

let anyone who does not believe in it and who follows his own 
whimsical desires distract you from it, for you will come to ruin. 

jiJ '’ardd [v. IV, trans.] to cause the demise of, to ruin 
(37:56) ‘(jj 5 ailj by God, you almost brought me to ruin! 

Jjj taraddd [v. V, intrans.] to come to ruin, to meet with 




destruction, to fall to one’s death (92:11) ^ 

and what use to him would be his wealth if he falls [into Hell]? 

Ajjji mutaraddiyatun [act. part, fern.] animal killed by falling 
(5:3) ... ... forbidden to you [forfood] are 

dead un-slaughtered animals; ... animals killed by falling .... 

J/j/j r-dh-l to be base, uncouth, vile, low, despicable; dregs of 
society, rejects, dirt, vice. Of this root, three forms occur four 
times in the Qur’an: Ji'j ^ardhal twice; Cij^J ^ardhalun once and 
Jjfj ^aradhil once. 

Jjj '’ardhal [elat.] worse/worst, more/most abject, more/most 
forlorn (16:70) jiaJl Jj'J j'jj and some of you will be 

reduced to the most abject state of [old] age. 

'’ardhalun [nominalised pi. of JjJ ^ardhal] lower 
stratum of society, lower caste, the dregs of the society, the most 
abject of people (26:111) 'dkkuVj 2li how can we be 

convinced by you when the lowest of people follow you? 

Jjiji ^aradhil [nominalised pi. of Jj'j ^ardhal] lower stratum 
of society, lower caste, the dregs of society, the most abject of 
people (11:27) USilJ Vj U'j and we do not see 

[anyone] following you but the lowest among us. 

i3lj/j r-z-q provision, livelihood, earnings, means of living, 
subsistence, income, bounty, (of God) to provide with means of 
living, to seek to earn a living, (of God) to bestow with bounties 
or to favour with bounties, to grant as means of sustenance. Of 
this root, five forms occur 123 times in the Qur’an: Sjj razaqa 56 
times; ijjj ruziqa five times; ijjj rizq 55 times; rdziqun six 
times and J j'j razzdq once. 

Jjj razaqa u I [v. trans., pass. v. ijjj ruziqa] 1 (of God) to 
sustain (30:40) l54 I God it is who 

creates you then sustains you, then causes you to die, then gives 
you life again 2 (of God) to provide something for someone 
(2:172) ‘f>4lja'jj U eat of the good things We have 

provided for you 3 to make provisions for, to give maintenance to 



(4:5) 144 J*4. Ijjjj Vj and 

do not give to the feeble-minded the property which God has 
assigned [as if it were your own] to manage; make provision for 
them from it and clothe them 4 to give something as charity 
(4:8)^ 4*jajjli 4^4451 lijj and if some 

non-inheriting relatives, orphans and the poor attend the 
distribution of the inheritance, give them something of it [as 
charity] 5 to reward (22:58) IjjU j! 1^4 J.j 5011 I(jijllj 

144. lajj 1011 J4j^jjjl those who migrated in the cause of God then 
were killed or died, God will provide for them a goodly reward II 
[doubly trans.] to make provisions for, to give maintenance to 
(16:75) '(Jffj ku. 144 lajj I 4 sOa'jj [>j and someone We 

have endowed with good provision from Us, so he spends from it 
secretly and openly. 

Jjj rizq [n.; v. n.] 1 fortunes, bounty from God, livelihood; 
providing for (51:22) (jji jj l-j iJj in heavens is [the 

deciding of] your fortunes [also interpreted as: in the sky is [the 
source of[ your sustenance [the clouds]] and all that you are 
promised 2 provision, sustenance (10:59) jjjj I> lOll Jjjl 4 JOj^'J 
V54.'j U'jk ku. Joitki have you considered what provision God has 
sent down for you, of which you have made some unlawful and 
some lawful? 3 maintenance, to maintain (2:233)10 jjTjJI 
■4 JJjuXi o^jj and the maintaing and clothing of them is 

incumbent upon the father [lit. the one for whom the child has 
been begotten], 

rdziqun [pi. of act. part. (jJ'j rdziq] (particularly of 
God) bounty-giver, sustainer, provider (15:20) o4l4 1^4 014.j 
OdJ ji ^ "fOOl [>'j We have provided sustenance in it [the earth[ for 
you and for those [ creatures [ for whom you are not providers. 

Jijjli dl-razzdq [intens. act. part., appears in Qur’an only in 
definite form], [attribute of God] the Supreme Provider (51:58) [jj 
[j40l s'jall jj ijljjll jA <111 God is the Supreme Provider, the Lord of 
Power, the Ever-Mighty. 

r-s-kh to be firmly fixed, to be deeply rooted, to be strongly 
established, to stand firm, to be completely absorbed into the soil. 
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0^10^1 J 


to be thoroughly informed. Of this root, j rasikhun occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

rasikhun [pi. of act. part, ^fj rasikh] those who are 
very sure, very deeply rooted, well entrenched (4:162) (jSi 

“4^ 0,0 Uj tsUj Uj (jjioyj (jjioyJlj ^ but those of 

them who are well grounded in learning and those who have faith 
do believe in what has been revealed to you [Muhammad], and in 
what was revealed before you. 

0^10^1 J r-s-s to bring about reconciliation, to mend; the onset of 
fever; to be firmly fixed, to be well established, to take root 
firmly; a sign; a wise person; an old well, to dig a well; to spread 
rumours. Of this root, '’al-rass occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^al-rass [n.] ^al-rass is said to be an ancient well, or 
a particular dwelling in Arabia or Antioch among other things; 
according to Asad, however, a town of that name survives to this 
day in the central Arabian province of '’al-Qaslm (50:12) 

p jj the people of Noah denied [the 

Truth[ long before them, as did the people ofRass and Thamud. 

r-s-l flock, camels, a series of flocks, to drive groups of 
camels to the water in succession; ease, gentleness, slow pace, 
clear enunciation, to be lucid, to travel at an easy pace; message, 
messenger, to send a message, to dispatch, to exchange messages, 
an errand; to let go, to neglect; wind. Of this root, 11 forms occur 
524 times in the Qur’an: Jdj ^arsala 114; ^ursila 16 times; 
JjLj rasul 237 times; rusul 96 times; j risdlatun three 
times; j risdldt seven times; mursil four times; 
mursilatun once; mursal twice; mursalun 33 times 

and cLStkdJt. mursaldt once. 

'’arsala [v. IV, trans., pass. v. '’ursila] 1 to send 
(15:22) ^fji ULoji j and We send the wind as pollinators 2 to 

dispatch (26:53) ^ Jdji so Pharaoh 

dispatched summoners to the cities 3 (of God) to send as a 
messenger (9:33) is'dfki kljdj JjJ (^^11 j* It is He who has sent His 
Messenger with guidance 4 to send for (12:31) Ilia 
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iIjLj! when she heard their gossip she sent for them 5 to let 
loose (6:6) I'J'jV UL.j!j and We let the sky loose on 

them in a torrential [rain] 6 to set upon (19:83) Ui 'Ji JJ! 
Iji have you [Prophet] not seen that We let 

loose the devils upon the disbelievers to forcefully incite them 
[into sinning]? 7 to allow to go, to permit to go (20:47) li- 
Jaitj!-] so allow the Children of Israel to go with us 8 to let off, 
to release (39:42) (_ 5 ij <.s4^ 

so He keeps hold of those whose death He has ordained and 
releases the others until [their] appointed time. 

rasul I [n., pi. J^j rusul] 1 messenger (12:50) Jlij 
dCj Jla JjL'jll iilk tHa ^ and the king said, ‘Bring him 

to me’; when the messenger came to him he said, ‘Go back to 
your master’ 2 messenger from God to call to Him, usually with a 
Book (9:128) Jjlo'j a a messenger has come to you 

from among yourselves', * Jj4jll the Messenger, Prophet 
Muhammad (5:83) (> ’o^ Ls'y Jj2.jll Jjjf U I Jx^ I jjj 

'qx Ija'jt Cm and when they hear what has been sent down to 
the Messenger, you will see their eyes overflowing with tears 
because of the truth they recognise [in it] 3 an emissary, an angel 
entrusted with a certain errand (7:37) '4 then, 

when Our emissaries come to them to recall them II [used 
collectively] deputation (26:16) (jidUdl Vj 9] V jSa 
so go, both of you, to Pharaoh and say, ‘We are a deputation 
from the Lord of the Worlds. ’ 

JJluij risdlatun [n., pi. euVUj risdldt] 1 a message, a revelation 
(7:144) Jla He said, 

‘Moses, I have chosen you from among others by [relating to 
you[ My messages and by my speaking to you’ 2 teachings, 
instructions (33:39) 5 dll pVUj those who deliver 

God’s teachings and fear Him 3 God’s Message in its totality 

(5’.67) <ilt4j t'li'j I4a jjJj tij Qf, Co ^ 

Messenger, proclaim what has been sent down to you from your 
Lord—if you do not, then you will not have communicated His 
Message 4 Prophethood, the Call (6:124) 't>yj y I jili 'Tj 

J (Jloj yjl U yyj when a 



revelation/sign comes to them, they say, ‘We shall not believe 
until we ourselves are given a [revelation] like that given to 
God’s messengers’, but God knows best where to place His 
Prophethood/Message. 

(iidjA mursil [act. part., fem. mursilatun, pi. 

mursilun] 1 one who sends, dispatehes (27:35) 
but I am sending them a gift 2 one setting up, assigning (54:27) Uj 
J4J ^ ^141 jL-j^ We are assigning the she-camel as a test for them 
3 one conveying messages (44:5) hS Uj a 

command from Us, for We have always sent messages [to 
humankind] 4 one who lets go, one who allows something to take 
its course (35:2) 5ii tsLiw Uj ^ I> a"44 'Wi U 

a} whatsoever mercy God releases for humankind, none can 
withhold and whatsoever He withholds, none can release after 
Him. 

Ju-lA mursal [pass, part., pi. mursalun; fem. pi. 

mursaldt] 1 one who is sent, one who is delegated (13:43) Jjauj 
cU I j'jiS those who disbelieve say, ‘You are not sent [by 
God]’\ *(27:10) God’s Messengers, the Prophets 2 

[cj5L.o"j^I] variously interpreted as the angels, the prophets, the 
winds, the verses of the Qur’an or the souls (77:1) U"jL 
by the winds (or, prophets/angels etc.) sent in swift succession', 
* name of Sura 77, Meecan sura, so-named because of 

the referenee in verse 1 to the ‘Winds Sent Forth’ to effeet 
changes all around. 

r-s-w to eome to stand firm, to dock, to anchor; to sink (e.g. a 
peg) firmly into the ground; to mend, to effeet a reconciliation; 
(of clouds) to break into a downpour. Of this root, four forms 
oeeur 14 times in the Qur’an:(_s-.ji drsd onee; (^fjj rawdsl nine 
times; rdsiydt once and mursd three times. 

^arsd [v. IV, trans.] to cause to settle, to fix firmly 
(79:32) JfdYjand the mountains He set firm. 

jj rawdsl I [pi. of nominalised act. part. rasi] 

mountains, ballasts (31:10) ‘j ^ Jiij and He 



cast in the earth firm mountains-lest it should sway with you II 
[fem. act. part. pi. rdsiydt] immovable, firmly standing, 

large *(34:13) jjia'j and gigantic cauldrons [lit. firmly 

fixed', or, hardly movable]. 

lydjA mursd I [v. n.] docking, anchoring, coming to rest 
(11:41) ^ tjji I jjSjI (Jlij board it [the ark]. In the 

name of God will be its sailing and anchoring II [adv. of time] 
due time (79:42) (jd fie. 2Ljl!l4 they ask you [Prophet] 
about the Hour, ‘Whenever is its arrival [lit. coming to port] ? ’ 

r-sh-d guidance, reason, good sense, correctness, to be rightly 
guided, to lead to the correct path, to seek guidance, directions, 
landmark, guide. Of this root, seven forms occur 19 times in the 
Qur’an: a.5jj yarshud once; iSj rushd six times; iS'j rashad five 
times; jU'j rashad twice; rashidun once; luS'j rashid three 

times and Vilfi^ murshid once. 

yarshud [imperf. of v. 4S'j rashada, intrans.] to follow the 
correct path (2:186) 'cifi^fii I so let them 

respond to Me, and believe in Me, so that they may follow the 
right path. 

lij rushd [n.] 1 good sense, good judgement (4:6) I jdl j 

I jiijli "ijli ^ikall Ijii ^ test the orphans 

until they reach marriageable age, then, if you find they have 
sound judgement, hand over their property to them 2 the right 
path, guidance (72:1-2) di"j5 Uj we have 

heard a wondrous recital that gives guidance to the right path 3 
learning, knowledge (18:66) fijiH "J dLd J* may 

1 follow you so that you can teach me (or, for guidance) some of 
the learning you have been taught? 

lij rashad [n.] 1 guidance, enlightenment, correct judgement 
(18:10) Uo- d 41jd dj our Lord, grant us 

from You mercy, and furnish for us, out of our situation, guidance 

2 well-being, goodness (72:10) ^ lyu oi jl 'I dj 

ra.5'j jI'J and so we do not know whether evil is intended for 

those who are on the earth, or whether their Lord intends for 



them goodness 3 benefit (72:21) ra>i'j Yj \‘J^ 'i I have 

no control over any harm or benefit that may come to you. 

jUij rashad [n.] guidance, enlightenment (40:38) ijjkil ^"jaU 
jU'jII Jjj- My people, follow me! I will guide you to the path of 
enlightenment. 

rashidun [pi. of act. part. rashid] one who follows 
the correct path; one who is sensible (49:7) o^j 

fA tSloljl jiSlI ojSj lA but God 

has endeared to you belief and made it beautiful in your hearts 
and He has made hateful to you disbelief mischief and 
disobedience, those are the rightly guided. 

rashid [intens. act. part.] 1 sensible, right-minded, 
endowed with good judgement (11:78) ^JA= A oJj^ 
lulj Jkj so have some fear of God and do not disgrace 

me before my guests; is there not a single right-minded man 
among you? 2 one who leads to the right way (11:97) 'jJi IjiujU 
'uj4 ji but they followed Pharaoh’s orders, and 
Pharaoh’s orders were not rightly-guiding. 

ifijA murshid [act. part.] one who leads to the right way, a 
guide (18:17) ^ cJ )* ■ 44-41 4 JII Sfj ijji he 

whom God guides is the guided one, and he whom He leads 
astray-for him you will find no guiding protector. 

J r-s-d to be on watch, to observe, to sit in waiting, to watch 
out for something, a watching post; to prepare, to designate; 
highway; downpour of rain. Of this root, four forms occur six 
times in the Qur’an: rasad twice; hrsad once; 

mar sad once and mirsad twice. 

4-aj rasad I [v. n., used adjectivally] lying in wait, in ambush 
(72:9) 444 ^ . n jtlax 4 ^ ^*4 uk Ulj and 

that we used to sit [in parts] of it for listening, but the one who 
listens nowadays will find for him a meteor lying in wait II [n.] 
watch, guard (72:27) 541 ^ I>j 44 CA I> "414 4li then He 

sends watchers to be in front of him and behind. 
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Jluajj ^irsad [v. n.] (act of) preparing, facilitating, sheltering 
(9:107) 

Jja k\JdJj Vj'^ and [as for] those who built a mosque in an 
attempt to cause harm, disbelief and disunity among the 
believers, providing an outpost for those who fought God and His 
Messenger before. 

marsad [n. of place] a watching post, a place of amhush, 
highway (9:5) "j4i ^and ambush them at every 

vantage point. 

iLdjA mirsad [n. of place/v. n.] a place of amhush, a watching 
post, highway (78:21-2) UU cjjlk ‘q] Hell is ever 

a place of ambush, a home for transgressors', *(89:14) 4£'j ‘ci 
Your Lord is always on the watch. 

0^10^1 J r-s-s to line up, to align, to set together in a row or stack, to 
pile up, to fit together tightly; lead, soldering with lead. Of this 
root, o -=>marsus occurs once in the Qur’an. 

[yayJjA marsus [pass, part.] tightly fitted, well lined up (61:4) 
Ifd) y God truly loves 

those who fight in close ranks for His cause, like a 
well-compacted wall. 

£,/(j^/j to suck a mother’s milk, to suckle a hahy, a suckling 
mother, a suckling hahy, to seek a foster mother, hreast-feeding. 
Of this root, five forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: ^"J 
^arda‘'a six times; tastardi’^ once; radd‘'atun twice; 

murdi'^atun once and maradi^^ once. 

'^'J "’arda'^a [v. IV, trans.] 1 to suckle, to hreast-feed (2:233) 
^ "J 'Jj ciA-tS iff ^ 'fx.pdf djfJ'jl'j mothers shall 

suckle their children for two whole years, for those who wish to 
complete the period of nursing 2 to nurse, to take care of a(/one’s) 
charge (22:2) \Lc. JS jAij 'fji on the Day you 

see it, every nursing suckling/woman will be oblivious to whom 
she suckles/nurses. 

tastardi^" [imperf of v. X fstarda’^a] to seek to 
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suckle, (of a child) to seek breast-feeding (2:233) ‘J "(jjj 
U )>loLo 1 jj jl I jkjajku nor will there 

be any blame if you seek to breast-feed [engage a wet nurse for] 
your children, provided you pay as agreed, in a fair manner. 

AiUij radd‘'atun [v. n.; n.] breast-feeding, suckling (4:23) 
... j ... forbidden to you are 

your mothers ... and your sisters [by breast-feeding], 

murdi^tun [act. part, fern.] one who is breast-feeding or 
nursing a baby (22:2) cikkaj! Ikt Ja'si J."jj on the 

Day you see it, every suckling/nursing woman will be oblivious to 
whom she suckles/nurses. 

marddi^^ [pi. of fern. n. murdi’"', pi. of v. n./n. of 

place marda‘'] breast-feeders, foster mothers; (act of) 

feeding through breasts/teats (28:12) Jja o- ^ Ik'jkj and 

We had previously made wet nurses unacceptable to him. 

r-d-w/y to accept, to agree, to consent, to be pleased, to be 
satisfied, approval, contentment, acceptance; favour, grace. Of 
this root, 11 forms occur 73 times in the Qur’an: radiya 38 

times; yurdi three times; <^fj5 taradd twice; '’irtadd 

three times; tarddi twice; rddiyatun four times; 
radiyy once; Ij' jkaj ridwdn 13 times; mardiyy once; 
mardiyyatun once and clL-^Ja marddt five times. 

radiya a [v. intrans.] 1 to attain inner peace, to attain 
contentment (20:130) kikl jl^In q-j and 

at the beginning and end of the day celebrate His praise that you 
may attain contentment 2 to accept [without condition] (5:119) 
kk I jk='jj PI God accepts them and they accept Him 3 to 
be satisfied with, to be content with (10:7) Plil 7 (jjkl ci 
Pill slplk I jP'j'j those who are not concerned to meet Us and are 
satisfied with the life of this world 4 to approve of (39:7) ^ j 

jiSlI sjpl and He does not approve of ingratitude/disbelief in His 
servants 5 to forgive, pardon (9:96) I'jk^jj oji 
[jjpUll ^"jall V PI tjli they will swear to you in order to 

make you forgive them, but even if you do so, God will not forgive 
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those who rebel [against Him], 

yurdi [imperf. of v. IV ^^‘j ^ardd, trans.] to satisfy, to 
seek approval, to flatter (9:8) they give 

you satisfaction with their mouths, but their hearts refuse. 

taradd [v. VI, intrans.] to come to a mutual agreement 
(2:232) jj ^ do not 

prevent them from remarrying their husbands if they agree 
mutually to do so in a fair manner. 

drtadd [v. VIII, trans.] to accept as fitting, to approve of 
something as suitable, to select, to choose (24:55) J44P "f4i 
J 41 He will surely establish for them their religion 

which He had approved for them. 

tarddi [v. n.] mutual agreement (2:233) TjI'J ]jli 

jjUuj but if by mutual consent and 

consultation, the couple wish to wean [the child[, they will not be 
blamed. 

rddiyatun [act. part, fern.] 1 approving, liking, content, 
satisfied, well-pleased (89:28) return to 

your Lord, content and well approved of 2 [in the sense of the pass, 
part] approved of, accepted (69:21) 34-^'j <^nd so he 

will be in agreeable [lit. approved of\ life. 

radiyy [quasi-pass, part.] agreeable, acceptable, being 
approved of (19:6) ll-^j Vj '4*4.14 s-'j^ I> 'Lf[j who shall 
inherit me and inherit the family of Jacob; Lord, and make him 
acceptable [to You]. 

"cfS^o ridwdn [v. n./n.] 1 God’s favour, pleasure, favour (9:72) 
JuJkJI jjill jA 411j ’jjki 5411 jj and, greater still, acceptance 

from God, that is the supreme triumph 2 God’s acceptance 
(9:109) jji. JJ 5411 jj'jsj luUi ‘fA is he who founds 
his building on consciousness of God and desire for His 
acceptance better? 

mardiyy [pass, part., fern. mardiyyatun] 

acceptable, well-received (19:55) f[j kip 'jAj and he was 
well-received by his Lord. 
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cL^ajA marddt [n.] 1 pleasure (2:207) iUil (_viUll (>'j 

but there is also a kind of person who gives his life away 
seeking the pleasure of God 2 favour, acceptance, approval 
(66:1) sUiajx 2li Jki U Prophet, why 

do you prohibit what God has made lawful to you-seeking your 
wives’ approval? 

lj/L/j r-t-b moisture, to be moist, to be wet, to be soft, to be ripe, to 
be succulent; ripened, fresh dates, to ripen dates, palm trees, 
green verdant pasture. Of this root, two words occur once each in 
the Qur’an: ratb and rutab. 

Lij ratb [quasi-act. part.] soft, wet, green (6:59) Yj Vj 
uIjS Y and not a thing, fresh or withered, but is in a 
clear Record. 

LJaj rutab [coll, n.] fresh, soft, ripe date (19:25) lsj*j 

12=j dlfc. i^aUiU yiall and shake the trunk of the palm tree 
towards you; it will shower you with fresh, ripe dates. 

'■!‘/th fear, terror, fright, to frighten; to fill up a drinking 

trough; to be fat and flabby; to be sliced; a tall, slim, beautiful 
woman. Of this root, ru^’b occurs five times in the Qur’an. 

Lij ru^’b [v. n.; n.] terror, fear (18:18) jj 

Uc-’j ejjWj fj ji had you seen them, you would have turned 
from them and run away, and would have been filled with terror 
of them. 

j/g,/j r-‘’-d thunder, tremor, shiver, shudder, to agitate; to take fright, 
to threaten, faint-hearted; to be flabby. Of this root, "i'j ra‘’d 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

Jftj ra‘’d [n.] thunder (2:19) ijjjj "i'jj ^ fUUl j! 

or like a cloudburst from the sky in which there is darkness, 
thunder and lightning', * name of Sura 13, Medinan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 13 to "the Thunder’ 
that sings the praise of God. 





(4lth pasture, grazing land, to graze, shepherd, to shepherd; to 
guard, to watch over, to observe, guardianship, to manage; to 
abide, to heed advice, to mend one’s ways. The word rd^'ina, 
classified under this root, is considered to be homophonous with a 
Hebrew word, meaning ‘evil’, but not a borrowing from it. Of this 
root, six forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: ra’^d twice; 

rdHnd twice; uj^fj rd'^un twice; j ri’^dyatun once; j ri’^d"’ 
once and mar’^d twice. 

ra'^d a [v. trans.] 1 observe, to give something its rightful 
dues, to regard in the right spirits, to see something in the right 
light (57:27) Iajc.j Vj tiljaS Uo tAjc.2ul 

t^jjtc-j ^ and monasticism they have invented—which We did not 
ordain for them, [they did that] only seeking God’s pleasure—but 
they did not observe it with the observance due to it 2 to graze, to 
pasture, to feed (20:54) I jjk so eat, and pasture your 

cattle. 

Uftlj rddnd I [a phrase, consisting of imper. v. rdd, 
‘regard’ or the n. ‘shepherd’ + the pronom. suffix U , ‘us’ or 
‘our’] (a form of address coined by the Companions of the 
Prophet which they used in addressing him and which happened 
to be somewhat homophonous with a Hebrew word meaning 
‘evil’; the Muslims therefore were cautioned against using the 
expression) ‘regard us’, ‘look at us’, ‘listen to us’, ‘have care for 
us’; our shepherd (2:104) Ijijsj Ijijaj V \^\'^ 
believers, do not say [to the Prophet] ‘rddnd’, but say ‘"’un^urnd’ 
II [either an act. part, from v. o^'j ra^’una, to be foolish, to be 
unsteady; or an utterance somewhat homophonous with the 
Arabic phrase rd^’ind and also a Hebrew word derived from 
the root meaning ‘evil’] (taking advantage of the Muslims’ use of 
Ij^fj rddnd in addressing the Prophet (sense I, above), certain 
members of the Jewish community at the time saw an opportunity 
to mock the Prophet, by using this homophonous Hebrew word in 
addressing him themselves) ‘you foolish one!’; ‘you evil one!’ 
(4:46) IJ. 2 I.A 

pj’J ljkl=y p^ju.iL 12 Uc-rj'j jjc. some of those who are Jews 
distort words from their contexts: they say, ‘We hear and 
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^Ith 

disobey’, and ‘Listen’ [adding the insult] ‘may you not hear’, and 
[they say] ‘rddnd’ (originally meaning ‘look after us’, or ‘our 
Shepherd’), twisting it abusively with their tongues [so as to 
mean: ‘you foolish one!’ or ‘you evil one’] so as to disparage the 
religion. 

rd^’iin [pi. of act. part, rd^ shepherd; one who 
observes, fulfils, honours (23:8) j those 

who are faithful to their trusts and pledges. 

ri^’dyatun [v. n.; n.] caring, observing, honouring, 
fulfilling (57:27) Ui 5^1 ^ 

j U’jii'j and monasticism they have invented-We did not 
ordain it for them, only seeking God’s pleasure—but they did not 
observe it with the observance due to it. 

ri’^d” [pi. of n. rd’^i] specifically signifying herds or flocks 
of sheep; shepherds, those grazing animals on open land (28:23) 
V Ulli they said, ‘We do not water [our flock] 
until the shepherds drive [their flocks] away. ’ 

mark’d [pass, part.; n.; n. of place] pasture; pasturage; 
place of pasture (87:4) and who brought out the 

green pasture. 

h‘lth r-gh-b desire, wish, to ask for something, to covet, a request; 
gluttony, a heavy load; a soft load. Of this root, four forms occur 
eight times in the Qur’an: yarghab four times; s-c-'j raghab 

once; 44 -'j rdghib once and uj)?'j rdghibun twice. 

yarghab [imperf of v. 4-^'j raghiba] I [intrans.] 1 [with 
prep. <^j] to ask humbly, to implore, to petition (94:8) 4)u'j (Jjj 
4jc.jla and turn humbly to your Lord with your requests 2 [with 
prep. i>] to reject, to disdain, to shun (2:130) ‘cf:. o-j 

Vj who but someone fooling himself, would shun 
the religion of Abraham? 3 [with prep, j to consider oneself too 
good for (9:120) 5 ^-^ ^ jA-'ji V j they should not consider 

themselves too good for him, or, they should not put themselves 
before or above him II [trans.] to wish, to desire (4:127) "J ofWyj 
[j* jkSxi and you wish to marry them. 




l^'jraghab [v. n.] coveting, desire, wish, longing (21:90) 
l^ j j Uc-'j Uj jLi j and they called upon Us out of longing and awe. 

Ljplj rdghib [act. part., pi. rdghibun] hoping, desiring, 

wishing for, eager to (9:59) j ^ to God alone we turn 
in hope, towards God [we look] desiring Him. 

^Itlr-gh-d meadow, garden; easy living, affluence, to live in 
comfort, to he pleasant and carefree (of living); to he weak, to be 
strained. Of this root, ic-'j raghad occurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

Jftj raghad [quasi-act. part., used adverbially] plentifully, 
abundantly (2:35) and both of you eat freely 

therein as you will. 

r-gh-m nose, pride; to be angry, to reject, to dispute, aversion; 
to compel, compulsion; dust, soil; humiliation; escape, refuge, 
places of refuge. Of this verb, murdgham occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

murdgham [n. of place] places of escape, places of 
refuge, alternative places to one’s homes (4:100) I>j 

I'jjjk fdll whosoever emigrates in the cause 

of God will find in the land many alternative places in which to 
settle, and plenty. 

j r-f-t remnants, rejects, to break into small pieces, to 
disintegrate, human remains, to decay, small pieces, dry broken 
grass. Of this root, cjUj rufdt occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

cjlij rufdt [v. n./n.] decayed remnants, dust (17:49) US lij! Ijllij 
lak UjI Ulijj UoUit they also say, ‘What? When we are 

turned to bones and dust, shall we really be raised a new 
creation?’ 

di/ti/j r-f-th obscenity, indecency, indecent action or speech, to 
behave in an obscene manner, sexual intercourse. Of this root, 
Uij rafath occurs twice in the Qur’an. 
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i^jrafath [v. n.; n.] 1 sexual intercourse (2:187) ^ l!?-I 

di'jll it is permitted to you to lie with your wives 
during the night of the fast 2 foul or indecent speech (in an 
interpretation of 2:197) JV V j jjlua Vj eii'j !ia there should 

be abstaining from indecent speech/sexual relations, 
misbehaviour or quarrelling during the time of the pilgrimage. 

j r-f-d augmentation, addition; help, support, assistance; to 
deputise, a king’s deputy; to choose as a leader; share, portion, 
tributary. Of this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: 
iaj rifd and ijsj- marfud. 

jIj rifd [v. n.; n.] addition, support, gift, a load (11:99) 'jkufj 
ija’jldl ia’jll they were pursued in this [life] by 

a curse and on the Day of Resurrection, too; what afoul gift to be 
given! 

marfud [pass, part.] added on, loaded on, attached, given 
(11:99) ijajwil ^ doa I jkuf j they were pursued 

in this [life] by a curse and on the Day of Resurrection, too; what 
afoul gift to be given! 

(J/j/lj/j r-f-r-f to flutter, to flap wings, to shiver; flaps, frills, sheer 
material; tent, the flaps of a tent, pillows, carpets, fine 
furnishings; to glitter; to favour with gifts, provisions, a flock of 
sheep. Of this root, rafraf occurs once in the Qur’an. 

rafraf [pi. of n. rafrafatun] variously interpreted as 
meadows, soft furnishings or cushions (55:76) hO'j 
( jUua. they will be reclining on green cushions and fine 

carpets. 

r-/-'’ to raise, to lift up, to hoist, to elevate, to erect; to submit; 
to rise; to glorify, to exalt, to honour; to eliminate, to remove; to 
cease, dry up. Of this root, eight forms occur 29 times in the 
Qur’an: ^'j rafa‘'a 20 times; y’j rufda twice; rdfi‘' once; 
rdfi'^atun once; marfu‘' once and marfu'^atun three 

times. 



jij rafa'^a a [v. trans., pass. v. rufi^'a] 1 to place high, to 
raise (12:100) oijuJI and he raised his parents on to 

the throne 2 to raise/increase the volume (49:2) V Iojill 

jja I you who believe, do not raise your 

voices above that of the Prophet 3 to raise up, to lift (55:7) iU«Urj 
'J'jxoll 14»i'j and heaven-He raised it up, and He set the 

balance 4 to cause to rise, to cause to tower, to eause to loom 
(2:63)'jjiall hii-f jj j remember when We took your 

pledge, and made Mount Sinai tower above you 5 to exalt, to 
elevate (19:57) ^ UK- ilii'j'j and We elevated him to an exalted 
position. 

rdfd [act. part, fern, rdfdatun] one who raises up, 
one who exalts (3:55) 4Laji Jli ij and when 

God said, ‘Jesus, I am causing you to die and raising you up to 
Me’-, *(56:3) bringing about [lit. lowering [some], 

raising [others f final Judgement. 

rafi‘’ [quasi-aet. part.] high, exalted, sublime (40:15) ^'j 
jj the Exalted in rank. Lord of the Throne. 

marfu‘’ [pass, part, fern, marfu‘’atun] 1 raised 

(56:34) 34 ijlfi'j and raised couches [also: honoured wives^ 2 
exalted, elevated, honoured (80:14) exalted, purified. 

r-f-q elhow, to lean on, to seek support, to support oneself; 
eompanion, husband, wife, to accompany; utilities, vietuals; kind, 
to be kind, to be gentle and compassionate. Of this root four 
forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: (jji'j rafiq onee; mirfaq 
onee; mardfiq onee and murtafaq twiee. 

Jjij rafiq [quasi-act. part./pass. part., also coll, n.] companion 
(4:69) laji'j 21aljl 'fddj what excellent companions these are! 

mirfaq I [v. n.; n. of place] assistanee, aid, solution; way 
out (18:16) tii JA QA ^ <XA ^J QA ^ 

take refuge in the cave. God will unfold of His mercy to you, and 
furnish for you, out of your situation, a solution (or, a way out) II 
[pi. n. t^'f'jA mardfiq] elbows (5:6) (jiljldl jkj IjLc-li 

wash your faces and hands up to [also interpreted as: including] 
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the elbows. 

murtafaq [n. of place] something upon which one leans, 
such as a couch, an armchair, or a cushion, a comfortable place 
(18:31) Ciu.iVj therein they will 

recline on couches; what a blessed reward!, what a pleasant 
resting place! 

v/cS/j r-q-b neck, responsibility; slave, war prisoner; an elevated 
place, a watching post, to watch, to observe, to guard, to regard; 
to stand in awe of, to show deference, to pay attention to 
someone. Of this root, seven forms occur 24 times in the Qur’an: 

yarqub three times; s-aji yataraqqab twice; J '’irtaqib 
four times; murtaqibun once; t_u|j raqib five times; 

raqabatun six times and j riqdb four times. 

yarqub [imperf of v. Lij raqaba, trans.] 1 to wait for 
(20:94) fjajj )jj (Jjjrjljj (J jSj ‘j I feared you 

would say, ‘You have caused dissent among the children of Israel, 
and would not have waited for what I [might] have said’ 2 [with 
prep. to have regard for, to respect (9:8) I V Ijj j 

V'j Vj if they were to get the upper hand over you, they 
would not respect in [dealing with] you any tie, either of kinship 
or treaty. 

LJji yataraqqab [imperf. of v. V, trans.] to be on the look-out 
for something (28:21) Laji UiU. 14^ so he left the city, fearful 
and on the look-out. 

L^jl ^irtaqib [imper. of v. VIII, trans.] 1 watch out for (44:10) 
qxL ijU-l 'fji 44jjU watch out for the Day when the sky 

brings forth visible smoke 2 observe, watch (54:27) ^141 jLj^ Uj 
■jilal j )4(^jU 441 ^ We are assigning the she-camel as a test for 
them; so watch them [Salih] and be patient. 

murtaqibun [pi. of act. part. murtaqib] (those who 
are) watching or waiting for something (44:59) "^4-“) jli 

so wait; they [the disbelievers[ too are waiting. 

LuSj raqib [intens. act. part.] keen watcher, keen observer. 
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keeper (50:18) s-ya'j f'j'J Vj Jj5 I> U he does not utter a 
word except [that] there is a keen observer beside him, at the 
ready. 

raqabatun [n., pi. s-ilij riqdb] 1 neck (47:4) 
striking the necks 2 slave (58:3) the freeing of a slave', 

*(21:77) ulajll [those who spend their money] in the cause of 
liberating slaves [lit. in the necks]. 

r-q-d sleep, to sleep, to lie down; sleeping place, bedding; 
grave, resting place; to be lazy, to be phlegmatic; to settle in one 
place; to become tattered. Of this root, two words occur once 
each in the Qur’an: ijsj ruqud and iaj- marqad. 

jjSj ruqud [v. n.; pi. of quasi-act. part. Jal'j raqid] sleeping; 
asleep (18:18) Vj (424^j you would have thought they 

were awake, though they were asleep. 

ja^ marqad [v. n.; n. of place] sleeping; place of sleep (36:52) 
ljaa"j:o Ijukj ULjU alas for us!, who has raised us up from our 
sleeping places? 

j/cVJ ownership, slavery; parchment, scroll, written record; 

thin, to thin out, to be sheer, to become tattered; to be weak, to be 
tender; to be clear, to glimmer. Of this root, jj raqq occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

(jj raqq [n.] vellum, parchment, scroll (52:3) on a 

wide-open parchment. 

(*/j/J r-q-m speckles, speckled snake, markings, stripes, writings, 
dotting, to mark, to dot, to write; a great number; side of the 
valley, place where flood waters gather. \ "’al-raqlm, classified 
under this root, is considered by some philologists to be a 
borrowing from Greek. Of this root, two forms occur three times 
in the Qur’an: raqlm once and J.jsj- marqum twice. 

"^jraqlm [n.; quasi-pass, part.] variously interpreted as the 
name of the town from which the Men of the Cave came; a plate 
of lead or stone upon which the name of those men were 
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recorded, or the name of their dog (18:9) ‘J 

IsUli ■(> I jjlS did you find the Companions in the Cave 

and ^al-Raqlm, among all Our other signs, so wondrous? 

marqum [pass, part.] inscribed, written (83:9) '<-d^ a 

clearly inscribed record. 

r-q-w/y sand dune, ladder, to climh, to ascend, ascension, 
to advance; a charm, a spell, incantation. Of this root, four forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: tarqd\ Ijii Ji yartaqw, 

ruqiyy and rdqi. 

ySjj tarqd [imperf. of v. raqiya, trans. with prep. (^] to 
ascend through, to climb (17:93) ^ or you ascend 

into the sky. 

yartaql [imperf. of v. Vlll J '’irtaqd, intrans.] to 
gradually and deliberately ascend (38:10) Pl'j-Ul 'dlL 

utLoVl I or is the kingdom of the heavens and the 

Earth and all that is between them theirs?, then let them ascend 
to the knowledge/power [commensurate with that]. 

ruqiyy [v. n.; n.] ascending, ascent (17:93) 'cy’y ‘ifj 

iy'jij IjIjS UJt Jjjj [even then], we will not believe in your 
ascension until you bring down on us a book that we would read. 

Ji\j rdql [act. part.] one who ascends; one who treats the sick 
by reciting certain utterances (75:27) jjl'j Jjfj and it is said 
‘Who is [the/a] faith-healer?’ 

(Jh'Jlti ^al-tardql (see t-r-q). 

(j/d/j r-k-b mount, to mount, to ride, to board, a travelling group, 
caravan, boat; to accumulate, to stack up; complex; to commit; 
knee, to injure one’s knee. Of this root, seven forms occur 15 
times in the Qur’an: LjS'j rakiba nine times; sjS'j rakkaba once; 
LjSI'jxo mutardkib once; rakb once; rukbdn once; 4'^j 
rikdb once and 4j^j rakub once. 

L^j rakiba a [v., trans.] 1 to mount, to ride (40:79) l 14- 
[jjlktj God it is who provides livestock for 
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you, that you might aquire riding mounts from them, and you 
might-from them-obtain food 2 to board (18:71) l^'j lij liikili 
^ so they proceeded until they boarded the boat, and 
he made a hole in it 3 to progress, to move on/upward (84:19) 
you will progress, one stage after another. 

L^j rakkaba [v. 11, trans.] to compose, to put together (82:8) ^ 
^'j iU U fjjl^ in whatever form He chooses. He composes 
you. 

LiSIjii mutardkib [act. part, of v. VI tardkaba] to stack 

up on top of one another, to cluster, to be in rows (6:99) ^ 

USljio kio JS ditjj then with it We 

produce the shoots of everything [every plant], then from it We 
bring forth vegetation, from which We produce grains in 
close-stacked rows. 

LjSj rakb [coll, n.] travelling party, group of travelling 
camel-riders, caravan (8:42) sjS'jJj Sjaklh ‘fkj s'jidh ‘fd jj 
[remember] when you were on the near side [of the 
valley], and they were on the far side, and the caravan was below 
you. 

rukbdn [pi. of coll. n. s-4'j rakbipl. of quasi-act. part, 
rdkib] riders, riding, being on a camel or horseback (2:239) 

UtiSj ji Vla-ji if you are in a state of fear [from an enemy], then 
[pray] on foot or while riding. 

LjUj rikdb [coll, n.] mounts, particularly camels (59:6) U'j 
V j U«a )4v whatever God gave as 

spoils to His Messenger from them [his opponents], [are those for 
which] you did not have [in the course of capturing them] to spur 
on [also: you did not have to fight] horses or [other] mounts. 

Ljjkj rakub [quasi-pass. part, used collectively] riding animals 
(36:72) and We made them [the 

animals] manageable for them [humankind], so that from them 
they might [obtain] riding mounts, and from them they might 
obtain food. 

^/S/ j r-k-d to abate, to stagnate, to become still, to become sluggish. 




stagnation, stillness. Of this root, iSfjj rawakid occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

isSljj rawakid [pi. of fern. act. part. rakidatun] still, 

stagnant, motionless (42:33) 'jSfjj Ls) "(jj if 

He wills, He stills the wind, so that they [the ships] would lie 
motionless on its [the sea’s] back. 

r-k-z mysterious sound, low indistinct sound, whisper; to 
stick, to fix a pole in the ground; mineral deposits, gum; fixing 
point, position; brains, control. Of this root, jkj rikz occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

j rikz [n.] whisper, whimper, weak indistinct sound (19:98) 
IjSj ‘J 4^^ I> ’f44» I> ’f4^ JxSj how many a 

generation We have destroyed before them!, do you perceive a 
single one of them [now], or hear from them so much as a 
whisper? 

(jj/d/j r-k-s a group of people; to turn upside down or back-to-front, 
to be inverted; to relapse, to fall back; a bridge; a weak, 
indecisive person. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: 'o^j '’arkasa and a4"J '’urkisa. 

'o^j ^arkasa [v. IV, trans., pass. 'o^J ^urkisa] to cast back, to 
cause someone to relapse or go back into the bad state they were 
in, to reject (4:88) IUu [4-4^ Ua how is it 

with you, that you are two parties regarding the hypocrites, when 
God has made them relapse [into their unbelief] for what they 
have committed? 

(Jajitil J r-k-d to beat, to hit with legs or feet; the sides of an animal, 
to urge an animal to run by beating its sides with one’s legs; (of 
birds) to beat wings in flight, to beat the ground with one’s feet, 
to run fast, to run away; to quiver. Of this root, yarkud 
occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

yarkud [imperf of v. rakada, intrans.] 1 to beat 
with one’s feet, to kick, to stamp on the ground (38:42) 41k jj 



i Jj Juuil loA stamp with your foot!, this is cool [water] for 
bathing and drinking 2 to run away, to escape, to take flight 
(21:12) JJk lij li-h IjLki Ilia when they felt Our might 

[coming upon them], how they ran away from it! 

r-k-’' to bow, to kneel; to submit, to surrender, to yield; to 
regress, to deteriorate in health, to fall on hard times, to become 
poor. Of this root, four forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: 
yarka^ five times; yi'j rdki‘' once; uj^'j rdki‘'un four times and 
rukka‘' three times. 

y^oiyarka^" [imperf. of v. ^'j raka’^a, intrans.] 1 to obey, to 
submit [to God] (77:48) V i-!4 Ijj'j and if it is said to 

them, ‘Submit [to God]’, they do not submit 2 to worship (3:43) 
^ prostrate yourself and bow down in 

worship with those who worship 3 [jur.] to perform the daily 
prayers in the prescribed manner (22:77) Iji4jl Ijj-ld 
■^'j Ijiilj j you who believe, perform the daily prayers [lit. 

bow down and prostrate yourselves] and worship your Lord. 

rdki‘’ [act. part., pi. uj^'j rdki’^un] 1 one falling to his 
knees or prostrating himself (38:24) LjUfj liltj ^'j so he 

asked his Lord for forgiveness, falling down on his knees, and 
repented 2 one who worships (2:43) \y\Vj I fS'j 

[jjjiiljll ^ maintain the prayer, pay the prescribed alms, and 
worship with the worshippers. 

^1) rukka‘’ [intens. pL] ones who are constant at their bowing 
*(22:26) constant worshippers [lit. those who are 

constantly bowing and prostrating themselves]. 

r-k-m heap, to heap up, to gather, to hoard, to pile up; large 
herd; middle of the road. Of this root, three forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: yarkum\ markum and rukdm. 

’^jiyarkum [imperf. of v. J^'j rakama, trans.] to pile up, to 
heap up, to gather together (8:37) ij^ l!«2j 

^and He places the bad on top of one another— 
heaps them all up together—and puts them in Hell. 




markum [pass, part.] heaped up, piled up, stacked up 
(52i44) i-jlkLi LLsUj fUiUl qx U* . . i5 Ijjj (jjj cind [6V6n] if 
they were to see a piece of heaven falling down, they would say, 
‘[Just] stacked-up layers of clouds. ’ 

rukdm [quasi-act./pass. part.] something in piles or in 
layers; heaped (24:43) p kSL p ‘J 'ji Jj! 

do you not see that God drives the clouds, then gathers them 
together, then makes them into a heap ... ? 

j r-k-n comer; power, might, to be mighty, strong ally, support, 
to find support in, to lean upon, to rely upon; family; calm, 
confident. Of this root, two words occur twice each in the Qur’an: 
tarkan and rukn. 

tarkan [imperf of v. 'cf-j rakana, intrans. with prep. (Jj] to 
incline towards, to seek support in (17:74) ‘j Sfjij 

had We not made you stand firm, you would almost 
have inclined towards them a little. 

rukn [n.] comer; support; might (11:80) "J Sj5 ‘j ji ijli 
cf’j L ?he said, ‘If only I had power against you, or 
could rely on a strong support [lit. take refuge in a fortified 
corner]’', *(51:39) but he relied on his support [lit. 

turned away with his power]. 

C/(*/j r-m-h spear, lance, to lance; to gallop, to beat the ground with 
two hoofs together. Of this root, j rimdh occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

rimdh [pi. of n. rumh] spears, lances (5:94) Aill 
jj yijj ijlall [> God is sure to test you with some 
game [that] your hands and spears [can] take. 

V(*/J r-m-d dust, ashes, to become dusty, to become ashes, to 
become grey; to be famished, to perish, to become poor; eye 
disease. Of this root, iU'j ramad occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jUj ramad [coll, n.] dust, ashes (14:18) ^ jU'jk 

^ their deeds are like ashes that the wind blows 
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furiously on a stormy day. 

jl?l J r-m-z sign, signal, nod, wink, gesture, motion, to signal, to 
gesticulate, to move lips or eyes without uttering a sound; to 
move, to quiver. Of this root, ramz, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

ramz [v. n.; n.] signal, sign, making a sign, gesturing 
(3:41) Vj jikj y! dkiVf. your sign is that you will not 

speak to people for three days, except by gesturing. 

r-m-d extreme heat of midday sun, hot stones, to become 
very hot (of sand and ground), to bum one’s feet on sun-baked, 
stony ground; to have aches and pains; to become very thirsty; to 
bake inside hot ashes; to sharpen. Of this root, 'cf^j Ramadan 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ramadan [proper n.] the ninth month of the Islamic year 
during which the annual obligatory fast takes place (2:185) 

QfL CAduj (jjiUU ^ (Jjj| (jLia.oj 

it is the month of Ramadan in which the Qur’an was 
revealed as a guidance for mankind, clear proof of that guidance 
and as a standard for distinguishing between right and wrong; so 
any one of you who is present that month should fast. 

r-m-m to mend, to patch up; animal halter; to decay, decayed 
remnants, rotten and decayed bones; the word rummdn is 
classified by the philologists under this root and also under root 
u/(*/j r-m-n. Of this root, ^'j ramlm occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

ramlm [quasi-act. part] rotten, decayed (36:78) I> 
who can give life back to bones when they are 

decayed? 

Ollj rummdn [coll. n. of foreign origin occurring three times 
in the Qur’an] pomegranates (55:68) b'^jj in them 

there are fruits—date palms and pomegranate trees. 

rummdn (see j r-m-m). 




r-m-y to throw, to cast, to cast away, to throw off; to shoot at, 
to hunt, target, aim, projectiles; to come in succession; to accuse, 
to defame; share, usury. Of this root, rama occurs nine times 
in the Qur’ an. 

i rama [v. trans.] 1 to throw out, to hurl (77:32) 
j'^ it hurls sparks as large as tree trunks 2 to pelt (105:4) 
"u- pelting them with pellets of hard-baked clay 3 

to throw [a spear], to shoot [an arrow] (in an interpretation of 
8:17) ykj jj U'j and when you threw [pebbles/a 

spear] (or, aimed [an arrow or a spear]) it was not you who 
threw, but God 4 to accuse (4:112) lij) ^ fy p 14jj "J ]>'j 

whoever commits a fault or a sin then accuses an innocent 
[person] of it 5 [jur.] to defame, to accuse of adultery, in 
particular (24:4) jikli ^jL Ijjt ^ ^ 

\’S)\ “4k those who accuse chaste women [of 

adultery], and then fail to provide four witnesses—give them 
eighty lashes, and reject their testimony ever after. 

v/—*/j r-h-b emaciated or fatigued she-camel; to fear, to dread, to 
frighten, to threaten; monk, the state of being a monk, 
monasticism; small bone in the breast opposite the arm (the 
ensiform cartilage); sleeve. Of this root, eight forms occur 13 
times in the Qur’an: yarhab three times; oy^'y turhibun 

once; 1^‘yJi '’istarhaba once; rahb once; kfkj rahbatun once; 
LaAj rahab once; ruhbdn three times and 

rahbdniyyatun twice. 

yarhab [imperf. of v. Ljaj rahiba, trans.] to fear, to stand 
in awe of (7:154) ’r^ J’da k.! 

he picked up the Tablets, in whose inscription were guidance and 
mercy for those who stood in awe of their Lord. 

lja’jj turhib [imperf. of v. IV Lkji '’arhaba, trans.] to deter, to 
frighten off (8:60) ^ 'uj#j 5 k'jj I>j U IjV'j 

jic. and prepare against them whatever forces you can 
muster, including warhorses, by which you frighten off the 
enemies of God and your own. 
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L^"jaui) Hstarhaba [v. X, trans.] to seek to frighten, to strike 
with awe (7:116) IjiVj "j**I they 

cast a spell on the eyes of the crowd and endeavoured to frighten 
them, and brought about work of great sorcery. 

Lij rahb [n.] awe, fear; sleeve; hone in the hreast opposite the 
arm (28:32) 'ik tsM Jif- "Cy iili iilU 

'qx put your hand inside your shirt and it will come out white 
without a blemish, and hold your arm close to your side, [to free 
yourself] from fear (or, tightly against the bones of your chest). 

kjikj rahbatun [n.] fear, awe (59:13) (> 

<111 indeed, you are [an object] of more fear in their hearts than 
God is. 

Likjrahab [v. n./n.] fear, awe (21:90) Ija'jj li'j hjjki'j they 
called upon Us out of longing and awe. 

ruhbdn [pi. of n. rdhib] monk, aseetic (5:82) 

V J hljAjj M (illj Uj 0:3?^ 

and you are sure to find that the closest of them in 
affection towards those who believe are those who say, ‘We are 
Christians, ’ for some of them are priests and monks and they are 
not given to arrogance. 

rahbdniyyatun [v. n.; n.] exeessive fear (of God); 
monastieism (57:27) fdll j »Ujjl Vj UliS U U jL'jil XffWfj 
and monastieism they have invented-We did not ordain it for 
them, only seeking God’s pleasure. 

i/—fc/j r-h-t group of people, particularly men, under ten in number; 
a person’s family or tribe; mound covering one of the entrances to 
the jerboa’s tunnels; to take large mouthfuls. Of this root, 1 =aj 
raht occurs three times in the Qur’ an. 

laAj raht [n.] 1 a group of people between three and ten in 
number, all related by family or loyalty (27:48) ^>11 'JSj 

'ijjfdi pij there was a band of nine men in the 
city who spread corruption in the land and did nothing that was 
good 2 family, tribe, clan (11:91) 21 La'j Tjij 11*4= li ai'jji Uj 
211x4-1)1 and we find you very weak in our midst, but for your tribe. 
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we would have stoned you. 

j/—fc/j r-h-q lying, weak-mindedness; to approach, to cover, to 
overshadow, to eclipse, to catch up with; to reach adolescence; to 
be impetuous, to be peevish; to distress, to oppress, to humiliate. 
Of this root, three forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: 
yarhaq five times; yurhiq three times and rahaq twice. 

yarhaq [imperf of v. t>'j rahiqa, trans.] to overshadow, 
to engulf, to stifle (10:26) kJj V'j jVj V'j and neither 
darkness nor abasement shall overshadow their faces. 

(3Ji yurhiq [imperf of v. IV ifn'j '’arhaqa, trans.] to overtake, 
to treat harshly, to make heavy or excessive demands (18:73) V 
I'Jui jj V j eiife-u Uj do not take me to task for 

forgetting and do not make excessive demands on me. 

JAj rahaq [v. n./n.] oppression, humiliation, weakness, 
damnation; demand (72:6) [>11 

IsAj JJkjirja and that there have been [certain] men from 
humankind seeking protection with [certain] men of the jinn, so 
they increased the demands made upon them (or, they incited 
them to do more evil things). 

O/—*/j r-h-n pledge, security, pawn, to place as security; hostage, to 
give as hostage; to venture, to risk, to wager; binding, to be 
subject to; to make constant. Of this root, three words occur once 
each in the Qur’an: (jja'j rahlm, rahlnatun and (jl*j rihdn. 

rahln [quasi-pass, part., fern, ^'j rahlnatun] bound, 
pledged (74:38) ^'j Lu every soul is held in pledge 

for what it does. 

blAJ rihdn [v. n., pi. of n. [ja'j rahn] security, surety; pledges 
(2:283) ^ jja- "cfA (SIS I jV; JJj jia. Ijjj but if you are on a 

journey, and cannot find a scribe, then [the method should be 
that[ securities are handed over. 


J r-h-w to be still, to be calm, peaceful, tranquillity; to be 
wide, to be ample; to go in succession; to enable; a ditch. Some 




philologists consider >'j rahw of Syrian or Nabatean origin. Of 
this root, >'j rahw occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ji^jrahw [v. n.; quasi-act. part.] variously interpreted as still, 
opened up, parted, dry, furrowed (44:24) ".uk 

^ and leave the sea parted; they are a drowned host. 

C/VJ r-w-h wind, to blow, to fan; smell, scent, fragrant shrubs to 
sniff; to decay, to smell rotten; soul, spirit, the jinn, the angels; 
the evening, to go home, to return after the day’s toil, to bring 
livestock home, to rest; great herds of animals, to pasture, grazing 
place; to depart, to walk away, to commence travelling; might, 
power, victory; mercy, bounty, pleasure, children; to do 
intermittently, to interchange. Of this root, seven forms occur 57 
times in the Qur’an: turlh once; ^fj'j rawdh once; ^j'j rawh 

three times; ^ Jj ruh 21 times; nh 19 times; riydh 10 
times and rayhdn twice. 

turlh [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to drive home (domestic 
animals) in the evening, to return such animals home at the end of 
the day (16:6) in them there is 

for you beauty when you bring them home [to rest] and when you 
drive them out [to pasture]. 

rawdh [v. n.; n.] returning home, going back; the return 
trip, the evening trip (34:12) \ and 

to Solomon [We subjected] the wind; its outward journey [took] a 
month, and its return journey [took] a month. 

rawh [n.] 1 mercy, grace, spirit (12:87) I 1 jjijl 
j.'jj I> V'j my sons, go and seek news of Joseph 

and his brother and do not despair of God’s mercy 2 joy, 
happiness, tranquillity (56:88-9) b'4 bj ^ 

^ If he [the dying person] is of those brought near [to 
God], there shall be [for him] joy, ease and a Garden of Delight. 

ruh [n.] 1 soul, spirit (17:85) _>•! I> Ja 
Jij and they ask you [Prophet] about the Spirit, say, ‘The Spirit is 
[part] of the domain of my Lord’ 2 breath, spirit (66:12) cd] 
h^-jj I> '-4i4 144."ja rri .. -.ki (^1 'cfj^ and Mary, daughter of 




388 


VVj 

Imran; she guarded her chastity—so We breathed from Our spirit 
into her, *(2:87) with the Holy Spirit 3 revelation, 

divine inspiration (42:52) U U UjJ.! "(> Ikjj 2Lij 211 jkj 

'tjUjVI Yj Litiill likewise We have revealed to you a revelation by 
Our command; you had not known [before this] what the Book 
was or what the Faith was 4 the Archangel Gabriel (19:17) uLjti 
r_>4j 14J hkjj l^jlj so We sent to her Our spirit and he took 
before her the form of a typical human being', *(26:193) 
the Trustworthy Spirit, Archangel Gabriel. 

rlh [n., pi. riydh] 1 wind (10:22) there 

comes upon them a stormy wind 2 power, strength, spirit (8:46) V'j 
L-iijjj 1 jUiia 1 jL'jlu and do not dispute [among yourselves], 
lest you fail and your spirit desert you 3 smell, scent (12:94) Jla 
their father said, T perceive Joseph’s scent. ’ 

rayhdn [coll, n.] 1 fragrant shrubberies, sweet-smelling 
plants (55:12) j m 2«1I jj sAJfj and grain in dry blades, and 
fragrant plants 2 (in verse 56:88-9) variously interpreted as 
bounty, ease of living, immortality or fragrant herbs 'o'4 bj 
^ b'^jj if he [the dying person[ is of those 

brought near [to God], there shall be [for him[ joy, ease and a 
Garden of Delight. 

r-w-d scout, person scouting for pasture land, to scout, to 
reconnoitre, to search, to seek; will, to want, to covet; to soften 
up, to dissuade, to entice, to tempt; handle, applicator. Of this 
root, four forms occur 148 times in the Qur’an: aJ '’arada 137 
times; jjJ "’urJda twice; Sf'j rawada eight times and fijjj 
ruwaydan once. 

■ilji ^arada [v. IV, trans., pass. v. AJ ^urlda] 1 to want (9:46) 
sjL 4 } IjitV ^ jjlil IjirJ "jTj had they wanted to go forth, they would 
have made preparations for it 2 to seek, to want to possess 
(18:28) sliJI 4jjj iij5 21lu2 ’Au Yj and your eyes should not 
turn away from them, seeking the adornment of this life 3 to will, 
to decide (5:41) 2)2, b^ ^ 21 Lj b^ jj) b-b whomever God 

wills to test, you will not be able to avail him in anything against 
God 4 to attempt, to try (12:25) li21 JaL yJ b- U "ebli she 



said, ‘What is [befitting] as a punishment for someone who 
attempted evil on your folk? 5 to intend (4:62) ‘(jj 5 dllj 41 jilk 
liijj'j UUk-j Vj Uj'J then they come to you, swearing by God, ‘We 
only intended to do good and [bring about] reconciliation?’ 6 to 
desire, to like to do (28:27) kjl I wish to 

marry you to one of these two daughters of mine', *(18:77) I'Jk?. 

‘J Jj J a wall on the point of collapsing 7 to wish, to ehoose 
(2:233) ‘j 'ij I>1 f, 'eurjlljilj 

mothers shall suckle their children for two whole years, for those 
who wish to complete the period of nursing 8 to seek (30:39) U'j 
jlS'j but whatever charity you give, seeking 

the Face of God. 

Jjij rawada [v. Ill, trans.] to solicit, to seek to persuade, to 
endeavour to turn (12:61) hjj id ijk jIjlli they said, 

‘We will do all that we can to persuade his father [by artifice] to 
[yield him to us], indeed we will’-, *(12:26) iJdJj she 

tried to seduce me [lit. she coaxed me of my soul]. 

I'ijj ruwaydan [dimin. of v. n. jjj rud, ‘gentleness’ used 
adverbially] respite, a while (86:17) Tijjj (jjjjlill so grant 
the disbelievers a respite, let them be for a while. 

0^1 jIj r-w-d greenery with waters and foliage, meadows, gardens, 
wide open places with water and vegetation, bottom of the valley 
covered with plants and drinkable water; to tame, to train; to 
exercise, to practise. Of this root, two words occur once each in 
the Qur’an: rawdatun and rawddt. 

kddfj rawdatun [fern, n., pi. rawddt] garden (30:15) llU 

'CiJjidi ^ 142 plklllkl I jWj Ijkl'd (jjjll as for those who 

believed and did good deeds, they will be in a Garden, made 
happy. 

thi J fright, to frighten, to take fright; to scare, to alarm, to 

surprise; to impress with beauty, to fire the imagination, to be 
inspired; to be extreme (in beauty); heart/soul/mind. Of this root, 
^jj raw‘’ occurs once in the Qur’an. 



raw‘' [n.] dread, awe, apprehension, fear (11:74) LjAi Ilia 
ijl ^"ja (_ 5 i UIjUj j4j11 ^ then, when the fear left 

Abraham and the good news came to him, he began to plead with 
Us for Lot’s people. 

thh r-w-gh to deviate, to swerve, to dodge, to go by a side road, to 
triek, a fox, to fox; to want; to approaeh, to eome over; to hide. Of 
this root, rdgha oeeurs three times in the Qur’an. 

rdgha u [v. intrans.] 1 to turn to, to make for, to approaeh 
(51:26) so he turned to his folk and 

brought a fat calf 2 to attempt to do so in stealth (37:91) <^1 ^fja 
tjjiklj Sf! Jtii so he turned surreptitiously to their gods and 
said, ‘Won’t you eat?’ 

^jj rum [proper name of Roman origin, used eolleetively, oeeurring 
onee in the Qur’an] Byzantine Romans, eitizens of the Eastern 
Roman Empire (30:2-3) ^ J.jjll pule- the Byzantines 

have been defeated in a nearby land', * name of Sura 30, 
Meeean sura, so named beeause of the referenee in verses 2-6 to 
the defeat of "the Byzantine Romans’, at the hands of the Persians 
(613 A.D.). 

r-y-b ealamities; doubts, to suspeet, to entertain; to aeeuse, to 
alarm. Of this root, five forms oeeur 36 times in the Qur’an: LjIjjI 
hrtdba nine times; rayb 18 times; rlbatun onee; 
murlb seven times and IjIj’jIo murtdb onee. 

ljUj) ^irtdba [v. VIll, intrans.] 1 to be in doubt (49:15) uij 
I p 5 djlojj 5 dllj I (jlll the true believers are the 

ones who came to believe in God and His Messenger and then 
had no doubt 2 to doubt, to east doubt, to show doubt (5:106) 
(jlS "jTj li«j ^ V (jj so they swear by 

God, if you have doubt over [their testimony], ‘We would not 
barter [the truth] for any price even if he [the benefactor] is of 
[our] kin. ’ 

LLj rayb [n.] 1 doubt, uneertainty (2:23) UTji ^ bj j 

50 L fjjlu I jjla hilt if you have doubts about the revelation 
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We have sent down to Our servant, then produce a sura of its like 
2 accident, misfortune, fate, mishap (52:30) ’o^Ju 
(jjidi Ljj they even say, ‘[He is] a poet for whom we are awaiting 
the evil accidents of time. ’ 

'kMjrlbatun [n.] doubt, uncertainty, indecision (9:110) J'j) V 
^ I'jjj the building they have founded will never 

cease to be a source of doubt within their hearts. 

murlb I [quasi-act. part.] doubt-causing, causing to fall 
into suspicion (14:9) Cm til Ujj and we are in 

disquietude concerning that to which you call us II [quasi-pass, 
part.] dubious, suspicious, guilty (50:25) ^ jidl a 

hinderer of the good, a transgressor and dubious. 

Liliijti murtdb [act. part.] one who is doubting, doubter (40:34) 
LjCjIi i-ifoL jA thus God leaves the transgressor 

and the doubter to stray. 

r-y-sh feathers, plumage, to fix feathers to (e.g. arrows); to 
be affluent, fine clothes and furnishings; to be hospitable; to 
bribe. Of this root, cAjj rlsh occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

(_Aij rlsh [coll, n.] fine clothing, adornment, ornamental 
garments (7:26) CIjJj Uljji children 

of Adam, We have given you garments to cover your shameful 
parts—and as adornment [for you[. 

f-y-" mountain, heights, roads; growth, to give a great yield; 
to return, to recur; to run, to spread; early stages (e.g. of youth). 
Of this root, rr occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

y^rr [n.] height, suitable location, vantage point (26:128) 
jL [how come] you, in your folly, erect 

idolatrous altars [lit. landmarks^ on every vantage point? 

O/j/j r-y-n filth, rust; to cover, to engulf, to seal, to overwhelm, to 
overpower, to prevail. Of this root, J'j rdna occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

'l)Ij rdna I [v. intrans.] to encrust, to rust, to engulf, to corrode. 
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to stifle (83:14) J j ijj 5^ no indeed!, but 

what they have committed has corroded their hearts. 



zay 


^al-zay the eleventh letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiced 
dento-alveolar fricative sound. 

z-b-d froth, foam, scum; butter; essence; to be angry. Of this 
root, only i'j zabad occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Jjj zabad [n.] foam, scum, froth (13:17) U ^\'j iUV ^ 

^ as for the froth it vanishes with no 
consequence, but that which benefits humankind remains in the 
earth. 

z-b-r stone, to line the inside of a well with stone; inscribing 
on stone, reading, writing, written record; stamina, patience, 
intelligence. The word jjij zabur, meaning Psalter, which is 
conveniently classified under this root, is a borrowing either from 
Syriac or Hebrew. Of this root, three forms occur 11 times in the 
Qur’an: jjj'j zabur three times; Jij zubur seven times and fij 
zubar once. 

zabur [n. pi. Jij zubur (1)] 1 [jjj'jli '’al-zabur] Book of 
Psalms (21:105) ‘J jf‘y\ 12 ^ jSTj 

tjjkHloll We wrote/decreed in the Psalms, in addition to/after the 
[earlier] Scripture/Remembrance that, ‘The earth shall be the 
inheritance of My righteous servants’ 2 generic name for all 
revealed books, revealed book of divine wisdom, scripture 
(3:184) ‘. j -43 if 

they reject you, so have other messengers been rejected before 
you, even though they came with clear evidence, revealed written 
texts, and the enlightening Scripture 3 divine record (54:52) 
jjjll »jka all that they do is [noted] in the divine record. 



jjj zubur (2) [pi. of n. s Jij zubratun] lumps, large pieces, 
fractions (23:53) J 'Ihj "f4jS 'jiiaja but 

they split their community (or, teachings) [lit. affair) into sects, 
each faction rejoicing in what they have. 

jjj zubar [pi. of n. s J^j zubratun) lump, large piece 
(18:96) Jjivll jjj bring me lumps of iron! 

Ol^jj z-b-n to push, to kick; to sell dates on the tree by estimating 
their quantity; to divert, to keep good things away. 
zaban\yatun is considered by some as a borrowing from either 
Akkadian or Syriac. Of this root, only zabaniyatun occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

zabaniyatun [pi. of n. possibly zibniyy, 

zibniyatum, zabdniyy, cJj zdbin\ or coll. n. without sing.] 
guardians of Hell (96:17-18) let him summon 

his comrades; We shall summon the guardians of Hell. 

jjjj zabur (see j/^/j z-b-r). 

S/s/j ^ spoon; arrow head; arching eyebrow; 

glass. Wj zujdja is regarded by some as a borrowing from 
Syriac. Of this root, only zujdjatun occurs twice in the 

Qur’ an. 

^Uj zujdjatun [n.] glass container (24:35) ^12^1 

the lamp is in a glass container, and the 
glass is like a shimmering star. 

j/^/j z-j-r to scold, to rebuke; to forbid, to restrain, to prohibit; to 
drive away. Of this root, five forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 
j^ijj ^izdujir once; muzdajar once; jfj zajr once; » Jfj 

zajratun twice and J zdjirdt once. 

'’izdujir [pass, of v. VIII] to be rebuked, to be repulsed, to 
be driven away (54:9) they rejected 

Our servant, saying, ‘He is possessed! ’ and he was repulsed. 

muzdajar [v. n.; n. of place] deterring, restraining; lesson 



c/j/c/j 
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to be learned (54:4) ^ U and there have 

come to them some tidings [of past generations] in which [they 
should find] a deterrent. 

Jfjzajr [v. n.] scolding, reproaching, repelling (37:1-2) 
\’Jfj pl ja-l jlU plilloll j by those ranged in rows, who rebuke 

reproachfully. 

zajratun [unit, n.] a chasing away; a scolding; a cry 
(37:19) j ijfj Uili it is but a single call and-lo 

and behold!—they will be [alive] looking around. 

zdjirdt [pi. of act. part. fern, s zdjiratun] 
admonisher, one who rebukes, one who repels (37:1-2) pUlUl j 
rj?.j li-a by those ranged in rows, who rebuke 

reproachfully. 

j/jr/j z-j-w to urge gently, to assist along, to drive forward, to 
propel. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: 
isfji yazjf twice and muzjdtun once. 

i/i-Ji yuzjf [imperf. of v. Vj zajd, trans.] to drive gently, to 
herd along, to gather together (24:43) p ‘J jm JJ! 

ku) do you not see that God drives the clouds, then gathers them 
together?! 

SUj^ muzjdtun [pass, part.] pushed, offered with reserve, poor, 
inferior, below standard (12:88) jVj- (jjfj uiAlj 

misfortune has touched us and our folk and 
we bring [only] poor merchandise, so fill the measure for us and 
be charitable to us. 

C/j/c/j z-h-z-h to budge, to dislodge, to shift, to push away. This 
root can be regarded as a further derivative of the root c/c/j 
h. Of this root, ^ zuhziha and muzahzih occur once each 

in the Qur’an. 

zuhziha [pass, v.] moved away, shifted away (3:185) 
jli aaa jl4l fc. ^ whoever is shifted away from the 

Fire and admitted to the Garden will have triumphed. 
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muzahzih [act. part.] one who causes something or 
someone to he shifted or removed (2:96) Uj ^ ji jj) 

'J^ ‘J JiJI ]> jA any of them would long to be granted 

longevity for ever [lit. a thousand years], even though being 
granted longevity would not shift them from the torment. 

‘-‘/c/j crawl, to creep, to drag oneself along, (of an army) to 

advance en masse, to advance steadily and slowly, to march. Of 
this root, only U^'j zahfdn occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

^J^'jzahf[y. n. used ahverbially] marching, battling (8:15) lij 
jUjVi JJkjIjj Sti lik'j I j’jk (jjiil jiul when you meet the disbelievers 
marching to battle, never turn your backs on them. 

i-ij jI^/ j z-kh-r-f gold, ornamentation, decoration, flowery talk, land 
covered with flowers. It has been suggested that the entire root is 
a borrowing from Syriac. Of this root, only zukhruf occurs 
four times in the Qur’ an. 

uljkj zukhruf [n.] decoration, ornamentation, gold (17:93) "J 
I> ciiu 211 (jjSj or you have a house made of gold', 
*(6:112) Jjill ^’>-j alluring or deceitful words [lit. ornamented 
words]', * ej’ji.jll name of Sura 43, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verses 35 and 53 to "the Gold 
Ornaments’. 

v/j/j z-r-b wooden sheep enclosure; entrance; lion’s den; waterfall 
course; carpet, field full of flowers. Jj zardbTyy, meaning 
carpets, is considered by some as a borrowing from Persian, 
Syriac or Ethiopic. Of this root, only zardbiyy occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

JJ zardbiyy [pi. of n. ^j'j zarbTyyatun] luxurious carpets 
(88:16) ^fjjj and luxurious carpets outspread. 

£,/j/j z-r-"’ to sow, to plant, to cultivate, to grow plants. Of this root, 
four forms occur in 14 places in the Qur’an: jjk'jjS tazra'^wu three 
times; ^Ijj zurrd"’ once; ^j'j zar"’ eight times and ^jjj zurii"’ 
twice. 




tazra'^wn [imperf. v., trans.] 1 to plant, to sow, to till 
(12:47) d'j oj*-- ^ /le ra/c?, ‘You should sow for seven 

consecutive years as usual’ 2 to cause to grow, to cause to 
germinate, to give the power of growth (56:64) 
tjjt J jll is it you who make it germinate or are We the grower[s]? 

zurrd‘’ [pi. of n. ^Jj zdri‘’] planters, sowers, tillers of the 
land (48:29) lyyjdi h'u)* . a li »jjli oUals 

as seeds that put forth their shoots, strengthen them, and they 
grow thick, and rise straight upon their stalks, delighting the 
sowers. 

tjjzar" [coll, n., pi. zuru"} plants, grain-producing 

plants, herbage (as opposed to trees) (16:11) biyjl'j 59 
pl jlill jk LjliVl j j with it He grows for you plants, 

olives, palms, vines and all kinds of produce. 

tjJjzuru‘’ [pi. n.] plants, plantations (44:26) ^jjjj 

plantations and noble buildings! 

j/j/j z-r-q blue, to become blue; to pass through swiftly, to pass 
excrement. The term ijjJ "’dizraq, which is usually translated as 
‘blue’, in fact covers a range of colours in Arabic including grey, 
green, and white and also means purity of water. Of this root, 
only ijjj zurq occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Jjj zurq [pi. of n. Sjj ‘’Sz.raq] blue, grey, green, white-eyed 
(with terror); sightless (20:102) fdy jklll ^ 'fy 

lijj the day the Trumpet will be sounded and We gather the 
sinful, sightless. 

j/j/j z-r-y to abuse, to scorn, to reproach, to humiliate, to consider 
insignificant. Of this root, only tazdarJ occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

tazdari [imperf. of v. VIII. l5j4 J dzdard, trans.] to 
despise, to show contempt (11:31) y ojill Jja! Sf j 

rjii. 4ill nor do I say concerning those you [lit. your eyes] despise, 
‘God will not grant them goodness. ’ 
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(•/t/j z-‘'-m to claim, to allege; to undertake, to be leader, to lead, 
leadership. Of this root, three forms occur in 17 places in the 
Qur’an: Ji'j za^ma 13 times; za‘'m twice and za‘'im 
twice. 

'^'jza‘'ama u [v. trans.] 1 to claim, to allege (4:60) oiill 'ji ‘^\ 

I 

Pjc.Uall have you not considered those who claim (or, allege) to 
believe in what has been sent down to you, and in what has been 
sent down before you, desiring to turn for judgement to idols? 2 
to conjecture, to invent (17:56) 59 Ij^jI Ja say, ‘Call 
upon those you invent [as deities] instead of Him. ’ 

jij [v. n.] claim (6:138) Vj 7 jW- Ijllij 

iUj "!> they [also] say, ‘These are sacrosanct cattle and 
tillage [crops]; none but those we wish may eat them’-so they 
claim! 

^'jza‘’fm [act. part.] leader, one who is responsible, one in 
charge, guarantor (12:72) uij jjju J«?- 59 

^ they said, “We are missing the king’s cup and for whoever 
returns it there will be a camel-load, and I am the guarantor of 
that. ’ 

z-f-r to carry a heavy load; onset of a donkey’s bray, to groan, 
to exhale, to pant. Of this root, only jji'j zaflr occurs three times in 
the Qur’an. 

j^jzafir [n./v. n.] wailing, roaring, sighing, exhaling (25:12) 14 
IjJi'jj Iku" ^ ,- 9 ?) ijlSx ■(> when it [Hellfire] sees them 

from a faraway place, they will hear from it a rage and a roar. 

(J/Lj/j z-f-f walking fast; wailing of the wind; teeth chattering; a 
bride’s procession. Of this root, only yazijfun occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

yazijf [imperf. of v. zaffa, intrans.] to hurry, to be in 
haste (37:94) 591 ) ^ they came towards him in haste. 

z-q-m to swallow fast, to drink too much milk; fresh butter 



with dates; plague; a certain foul-tasting, stinking tree said to 
grow in the Arabian region of Tihamah. Of this root, only ^J^j 
zaqqum occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

zaqqum [proper n.] Zaqqum, a certain foul tree growing in 
the bottom of Hell with fruits like the heads of devils or of 
terrible serpents (44:43^) ‘J the tree of 

Zaqqum will be food for the sinners. 

IjjSj zakarlyyd The philologists classify this word under the root 
j/t«Vj z-k-r, ‘to fill up a vessel’, while at the same time 
recognising it as of foreign origin; it occurs seven times in the 
Qur’ an. 

UjSj Zakariyyd [proper name] Zachariah (cf. Luk. 1.20-2) 
(3137) tiA. Jjjaj t^jj her Lord 

received her [the child] with gracious favour, and provided for 
her a goodly upbringing, and made Zachariah her guardian. 

The Qur’an (21:89) mentions that Zachariah pleads with God 
to provide him with an heir. While in prayer, he is given news of 
his son John, who will confirm the word of God and will be 
noble, chaste and one of the ‘righteous prophets’ (3:39). 

j/tti/j z-k-w to grow, to flourish; to reach, to attain; to purify, to be 
purified. Of this root, seven forms occur 59 times in the Qur’an: 
IS'j zakd once; zakkd 12 times; tazakkd eight times; 'ij^f 
'’azkd four times; zaklyy once; <fj zakiyyatun once and 
zakdtun (Qur’anic spelling Sjk'j) 35 times. 

\stjzakd u [v. intrans.] to reach a level of acceptability (by 
God), to attain enough purity; to increase in purity (24:21) 
r4 I> [Ao '4'J 5011 Jliaa were it not for God’s grace 

and mercy towards you, not a single one of you would ever have 
attained [enough] purity [to be acceptable to God]. 

zakkd [v. II. trans.] 1 to increase something (91:9) I> ja 
UlS'j he is indeed successful who causes it [his soul] to increase 
[in purity/piety] 2 to purify, to cause to grow in purity (9:103) 

I> take from their possessions alms 
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with which you cleanse them and purify them/cause them to grow 
in purity 3 to vouch for, to praise, to justify, to vindicate (53:32) 
ifu Ji! jA IjS'ji !ia so do not praise yourselves—He knows 
best who is mindful [of Him]. 

yijj tazakkd [v. V, intrans.] to seek purity, to strive for God’s 
grace (35:18) Ujli whosoever purifies himself 

does so only for [the good of] his own soul. 

yiji '’azkd [elat.] 1 purer/purest, more/most godly or virtuous 
(2:232) that is more virtuous/righteous and 

purer for you 2 better/best in quality (18:19) 
kio jjjjj let him look which is the best quality food, and bring 
you some of it. 

'jfjzakiyy [quasi-act. part.; fern, kfitj zakiyyatun] 1 pure, pious 
(19:19) liiStk A "jjl-'j b! uij Jli He said, 7 am only a 

messenger from your Lord, [come] to grant you a pure boy’ 2 
innocent (18:74) '4*aj cja! how could you kill an 

innocent person without [it being in exchange for his killing of] 
another? 

SUj zakdtun I [n., with the definite article, SjSjll ^al-zakdt] 
[jur.] one of the Five Pillars of Islam: the specified portion of 
certain types of one’s possessions annually given/exacted as 
obligatory duty to God in order that the givers may purify their 
wealth and themselves; prescribed alms (cf. sadaqatun) 
(73:20) liu- II fiVj I fiJj keep up the 

prayer, pay the alms, and make God a goodly loan II [v. n.] 1 
purifying of the soul (23:4) and who do 

[whatever they do] for the purification [of themselves] 2 
[adverbially] in piety, in purity (18:81) kio U4 j'j ‘J Uj'jla 
Lj'jai'j slS'j so we wished that their Lord should exchange him 
for them, [for one] better than him in piety and more inclined [lit. 
nearer] to mercy. 

J/j/J/j z-l-z-l to shake violently, to rock, to tremble, earthquake, to 
agitate. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 
JjJj zulzila three times; JjJj zilzdl twice and zalzalatun 
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once. 

zulzila [pass, v.] 1 to be shaken by an earthquake (99:1-2) 
pJjlj when the Earth is shaken with its quaking 2 
to be disturbed, agitated (33:11) vrjij I 
there the believers were sorely tested and deeply shaken. 

J'jij zilzdl I [n.] earthquake, earth tremor (99:1-2) ealjlj |jj 
when the Earth is shaken with its quaking II [v. n. 
used adverbially] agitation, disturbance (33:11) 

yrjlj ljljljj there the believers were sorely tested and deeply 
shaken. 

zalzalatun [v. n.] shaking, shockwave, trauma (99:1)‘jj 
JJic. the trauma of the [coming of the] Hour will 

be a mighty thing', * name of Sura 99, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to "the Earthquake’ 
that will herald the coming of the Hour. 

z-l-f to approach, to draw near, to advance; to crawl; to 
ingratiate oneself, to seek God’s pleasure; time span. Of this root, 
five forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: i-aTj dzlafa once; 
dzlifa three times; zulfatun once; zulaf once and <^j 
zulfd four times. 

tiij) dzlafa [v. IV, trans.; pass, i-jij '’uzlifa] 1 to bring near, to 
cause to be near, to be made approachable, to be made accessible 
(50:31) and Paradise is brought close to the 

righteous 2 to cause to approach (26:64) p Uiljfj and We 

made the others approach the place. 

zulfatun [v. n.] 1 nearness (in respect to physical station, 
rank or degree), approaching, being close at hand (67:27) if'j Ilia 
I JJS. [jjjll »jkj when they see it there, close at hand, the 

disbelievers’ faces will be grieved 2 [n.; pi. zulaf] span of 
time (in particular the first hours of the night) (11:114) 

Uljj undertake the prayer at both ends of the 

day, and during parts of the night. 

ulfa I [n./an irregular v. n. implying intensity] close 
proximity, closeness; a good deed sent in advance, an offering [to 
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God] (38:25) <>Jjl Uojt a} ‘Jfj 211j ^ U’jiii We forgave him 

that, his reward with Us is closeness to Us, and a good place to 
return to (or, for indeed he has offered a good deed that brings 
him near to Us) II [v. n. used adverbially] bringing near; as a 
good deed (34:37) Yj Uj neither 

your wealth nor your children to bring you nearer to Us. 

tS/J/j z-l-q to slip, to slide, to be slippery, to be smooth. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: yuzliqun and ffj 

zalaq. 

(ffjiyuzliq [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to cause to slip, to 
dislodge, to strike down (68:51) 'll 21jI fjk (jjiS "(jjj 

jSill I the disbelievers almost strike you down with their looks 
when they hear the Qur’an. 

jij zalaq [v. n. used adjectivally] slippery; barren (18:40) 
laTj ^ 1 > Ul u 11^ W44 ls^o my 

Lord may well give me [something] better than your garden, and 
send down upon it a well-aimed thunderbolt from the sky, so that 
it becomes [nothing but] smooth [barren] earth. 

J/J/j z-l-l to trip over, to slip, to cause to slip; to remove. Of this 
root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: Jj zalla twice; 
Jj ^azalla once and ^istazalla 11 times. 

Jj zalla i [v. intrans.] to trip, to slip (16:94) I Yj 

t^jjS iu Jj 5 a do not use your oaths as a means of deceit 
between you, lest you lose your good standing within the 
community/with God [lit. a foot should slip after being firmly 
placed]. 

Jj] '’azalla [v. IV, trans.] to cause to slip (off), to cause to fall, 
to dislodge (2:36) fui Ulk Cm but Satan 

dislodged them from it [the Garden] and removed them from 
what [the condition] they were in. 

^istazalla [v. X, trans.] to cause to slip, to lead into 
temptation (3:155) U ^ 4 ^ in fact, Satan 

made them slip by means of some of what they [themselves] had 
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[previously] committed. 

z-l-m to cut the loop of the ear; to emaeiate through hunger; 
arrows, arrows used in divination in pre-Islamie Arabia. Of this 
root. Only '’al-'’azldm oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

^al-^azldm [pi. of n. zalam or zulam] divining 
arrows (5:90) J>VjVrj >441 j (4^41 Uj] intoxicants, 

gambling, idols and divining arrows are an abomination. 

z-m-r windpipe, playing a flute; base people; group of people. 
Of this root, only >«j zumar oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

>«j zumar [pi. of n. s>«j zumratun] groups of people, 
eongregated bodies of people, patehes, elusters (39:71) ojil' 

' jJS. and those who disbelieve are driven to Hell in 
groups', * j-jll name of Sura 39, Meeean sura, so-named beeause 
of the referenee in verses 71-5 to sorting out people into 
"Groups’ on the Day of Judgement. 

J^/J z-m-l to run fast while veering to one side, to limp; to ride 
behind another person, a eompanion; to hide, to wrap oneself. Of 
this root, J«>4' al-muzzammil oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

^al-muzzammil [an assimilated form of aet. part. 
mutazammil] the wrapped-up one (73:1) lS«>4' you [Prophet], 
enfolded in your cloak!', * J«>4' name of Sura 73, Meeean sura, 
so-named beeause of the referenee in verse 1 to "the One 
Enfolded in his Cloak’, denoting the Prophet. 

j/A/j»/j z-m-h-r (possibly an extension of root z-m-h) to be 
angry, to be red in the faee and eyes with rage; to glitter; to be 
gleeful; to be freezing eold. Of this root, only zamharir 

oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

zamharir [n.] extreme eoldness (76:13) 44 (jj'> V 

V'j seeing there neither sun [scorching heat] nor biting 

cold. 



404 




zanjabll [n., a loan word, from either Persian or Syriac, 
occurring once in the Qur’an] ginger (76:17) cij^j 

and they will be given a drink infused with ginger. 

?/Cj/j z-n-m derivatives of this root are taken from the noun <«j'j 
zanamatun, the lowest edge of the earlohe. It was customary in 
pre-Islamic Arabia to slit the lower earlobe of certain pedigree 
animals at one end and leave it hanging as a mark of their value. 
Metaphorically, zanamatun came to convey the concept of 
attachment, zanim said of animals means pedigree, but of 
humans it is associated with servant, person of uncertain 
parentage and scoundrel. Of this root, zanim occurs only once 
in the Qur’an. 

zanim [quasi-act. part.] useless, ill-bred, ignoble, wicked, 
evil, (68:13) A) cik coarse, and on top of all that, ill-bred. 

j/Ciljz-n-y to fornicate, to commit adultery, fornication, adultery; to 
be in a tight place, (of something) to be narrow. Of this root, four 
forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: ciJoi yaznun twice; Uj zind 
once; (^1J zdnl three times and J zdniyatun three times. 

iJji yazni [imperf. of v. U'j zand, intrans.] to commit adultery, 
to fornicate (60:12) V iji dkxfu Ijj 

... 'tjdji V'j 'ifjdi V'j Prophet, when believing women come 

to pledge to you that they will not ascribe God any partner, nor 
steal, nor commit adultery ... 

Uj zind [n.] adultery, fornication (17:32) kij Ujll \y'Ju Yj 
YiLi fUj and do not go near fornication-it is an 

abomination, and an evil path [to take]. 

Ji\jzdnl [n./act. part.; fern, kdj zdniyatun] fornicator (outside 
wedlock), adulterer (24:3) ^‘j Vj ^ Sf the 

fornicating male/adulterer is only [fit to] marry [also: only 
fornicates with] a fornicating female/adulteress or an idolatress. 

z-h-d to abstain, to renounce, to abandon, to forsake (pleasures 
and wealth), to withdraw. Of this root, ujjaQ zdhidin occurs once 
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in the Qur’an. 

Ca^'^jzMdin [pi. of n./act. part. jaIj zahid] abstemious, 
abstinent, one who has no interest in worldly pleasures, one who 
has little or no interest in something (12:20) 

[jjjAljll 5 Ui IjjlSj jik- and they sold him for a lowly price, a few 
dirhams, and they were not interested in him. 

j/a/J z-h-r to flower, blossom; to be bright, to shine, to be radiant. 
Of this root, only s Jk'j zahratun occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

5jAj zahratun [n.] flower, blossom; finest part of a thing, 
goodness; splendour, finery, beauty (20:131) U ‘lyM Yj 

liSlI sUaJi s'ja'j ^ and do not gaze longingly at what 

We have given some of them to enjoy [of] the finery (or, 
abundance of good things) of this present life. 

J/VJ z-h-q to expire, to run out, to pass away; to be fat; to be 
emaciated. Of this root, three forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: zahaqa three times; jaIj zdhiq once and jjAj zahuq 

once. 

zahaqa a [v. intrans.] 1 to pass away, to die, to expire 
(9:85) and their souls depart while they 

disbelieve 2 to vanish, to disappear, to meet defeat (17:81) 

oA jj and say, ‘The truth has come, and falsehood has 
vanished. ’ 

zdhiq [act. part] one who vanishes, dies, expires (21:18) 
(jaIj ja lila 13=44 J) no! We hurl the truth 

against falsehood, and it triumphs [lit. breaks its head] and—lo, 
and behold-it [falsehood] expires! 

<i 3 *j zahiiq [intens. act. part.] one who is given, or much 
susceptible to vanishing (17:81) 'cp. U t3=41 lS^'j 

la ja'j and say, ‘The truth has come, and falsehood has vanished— 
falsehood is bound to vanish. ’ 

S/j/J z-w-j even number, pair, double, two things which are 
connected in some way; spouse, one of a pair; a species, type; to 



cause trouble. Of this root, five forms occur 82 times in the 
Qur’an: zawwaja four times; ^jj zuwwija 11 times; ^‘jj zawj 

17 times; (j^Jjzawjan seven times and jrIjJ ^azwaj 53 times. 

jjj zawwaja I [v. II, trans.] 1 to make or give a mixture of 
two things (42:50) iUu iSUIj Ufjki ‘j or He 

gives them [the parents] an assortment of [offspring] males and 
females and causes to become barren whomever He will 2 to 
couple with, to pair with; to marry to (44:54) jjkj 211jS 

moreover We will pair them with/marry them to wide-eyed houris 
II [doubly trans.] to give someone in marriage to (33:37) Ilia 
fjLj oi'j and when Zayd had formally ended his 
marriage to her [lit. completed a purpose from her], We gave her 
to you in marriage. 

zuwwija [pass, of v. II] to be paired up, to be coupled 
(81:7) cjkjj Vfjwhen souls are paired [with their fellows], 

tfjj zawj [n.; dual uVjJ zawjdn; pi. ^ jf '’azwdj] 1 wife, 
husband, spouse (2:102) ? jwli Qu ^ from 

them [lit. these two], they learned that by which they could cause 
discord between man and wife 2 companion, mate (39:6) 

144 .j'j 144 “ l54- P created you from a single soul, then 

from it He made its mate 3 two, one of a pair, a pairable 

individual (6:143) j44l 't>j cjdi\ ptiall ^'jf\ eight 

members of pairs [pairable animals [: two of the sheep and two of 

the goats 4 type, kind, variety (22:5) lijjf I iU s'j-Ia ffffj 

I> caujl j cdjj cljk\ you perceive the earth lifeless, 

yet when We send down upon it water, it stirs and swells and puts 
forth [vegetation[ of every joyous kind. 

^Iffjz-w-d provisions, to take provisions for a journey, food. Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: I fffy tazawwadu 
and 4 J zdd. 

Jjjj tazawwad [imper. of v. V, intrans.] to take food and other 
provisions for a journey (2:197) 4jll jlk [jli I furnish 
yourselves with [the necessary] provisions: indeed, the best 
provision [to take with you in your journey to the Hereafter] is 




being mindful of God. 

Jl j zdd [coll, n.] food provisions (in particular for a journey) 
(2:197) Jjll joi. tjU furnish yourselves with [the 

necessary] provisions-indeed, the best provision [to take with 
you in your journey to the Hereafter] is being mindful of God. 

j/j/J z-w-r whole, centre or upper part of the chest, cleavage; twist; 
leaning towards; paying a visit, visitor; perjuring oneself. Of this 
root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: zurtum once; 

jjfjj tazdwar once and jjJ zur four times. 

jlj zdra u [v. trans.] to visit, to come to *(102:1-2) 
jjlidi J.JJJ ^ striving for more distracts you until you die [lit. 
visit the graves]. 

jjijj tazzdwar [imperf. of v. VI with pref. j elided, jjfju 
tatazdwar, intrans. with prep. I>] to swerve away from, to 
bypass, to steer clear of, to veer away from (18:17) lij (>^1 csjSj 
culi jjljj iiaJL you could see the sun, as it rose, 

veering away from their cave towards the right. 

jjj zur [n.] falsehood, perjury, false testimony (58:2) )4jjj 
'jjJj indeed they utter abominable (or, 

blameworthy) words and falsehood. 

J/j/j z-w-l to disappear, to go away, to cease, to vanish; to abate, to 
calm down; to practise. Of this root, two forms occur four times 
in the Qur’an: Jj zdla three times and Jjj zawdl once. 

(}\jzdla u [v. intrans.] to disappear, to vanish, to collapse 
(35:41) I> I> 1 : 44 : 2 .! bj 120 -J J ^1 jVmll ‘.^1; .'.'J <111 (jj 

.44 God keeps/holds the heavens and earth lest they vanish; if 
they did vanish, no one else thereafter could keep/hold them. 

jj zawdl [v. n.] vanishing, extinction, end, ending (14:44) jjj! 
Jjj I> i:» l!2 j- I2<u4! 1 jjjkj did you not swear before that there 
would be no ending for you? 

^/j/j z-y-t oil, particularly olive oil, to oil, to anoint; olives, olive 
tree. Of this root, three forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: 



zayt once; zaytunatun once and zaytun five times. 

zayt [n.] oil, olive oil (24:35) jU 
its oil almost glows even when no fire touches it. 

zaytun [coll, n.] 1 olives (95:1) piujll j j by the figs 
and the olives 2 olive trees (16:11) tJzf' ^ 

... lA^.^\jwith it He grows for you plants, olives, palms, vines ... 

zaytunatun [n.] an olive tree (24:35) ‘Ci^ iaj 

fuelled from a blessed olive tree. 

^-y-d to increase, to grow, to multiply, increase, growth. Of 
this root, five forms occur 62 times in the Qur’an: ilj zdda 49 
times; ilijl dzdada eight times; sjLjJ ziyddatun twice; jjJ- mazTd 
twice and ij'j zayd once. 

A j zdda i I [v. intrans.] to increase, or to become more, in 
number, quantity, size (37:147) "J (Jj o'jL.Jj 'We sent 

him to a hundred thousand people or more II [v. trans.] to cause 
to increase, to strengthen (9:124) UUij as for 

those who believe, it has strengthened them in faith. 

jIjj) dzdada [v. VIll, intrans.] 1 to acquire an increase 
(12:65) jj?j ifijj'j we will have the increase of a camel-load 2 
to increase in (48:4) ^ UUJ I Jjjf j* 

He it is who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the 
believers, that they might increase in faith in addition to the faith 
they already possessed. 

SjUj ziyddatun [n./v. n.] an increase, an addition, an excess; 
increasing, adding (9:37) t^ij postponement of 

sacred months is indeed an excess in unbelief. 

Jjj4 mazld [v. n.] augmenting, increasing, being more, being 
extra (50:30) ajJ- J* JjSjj J* Jjij 'fji upon the day 
We shall say to Hell, ‘Have you become full?’ and it will say, 
‘Are there any more?’ 

Zayd [proper name] Zayd ^ibn Harithah, the Prophet’s 
freed slave, one of the scribes who made written records of the 
Revelation. The Prophet married Zayd, his adopted son, to 
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Zaynab, his own cousin, but Zayd later divorced her and the 
Prophet took her as his own wife. These verses show the marriage 
to have been lawful since adoption does not create blood relations 
that preclude marriage (33:37) V 

IjLj ^rjJ (jjSj when Zayd 

had formally ended his marriage to her [lit. completed a purpose 
from her\ We gave her to you in marriage-so that there might be 
no fault in believers marrying the ex-wives of their adopted sons 
after they no longer wanted them. 

z-y-gh to deviate, to turn aside, to swerve, to turn away. Of 
this root, three forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: zdgha 

six times and ^'j zaygh once. 

zdgha i [v. intrans.] 1 to deviate, to turn away (61:5) llJa 
Ijc-I'j when they went astray, God led their hearts 
astray 2 to go wild, (of eyes) to fail to focus, to roll [with fear] 
(33:10) cjc.rj jjj when the eyes strayed 

[with fear], and hearts rose into the throats. 

'’azdgha [v. IV, trans.] to cause to deviate, to cause to turn 
away (3:8) 1^4* jj jkj lijla y li'j our Lord, cause not our 
hearts to swerve after You have guided us. 

yj zaygh [n.] deviation, perversity (3:7) yj 

kio U CIS for those in whose hearts is 

perversity, they, desiring dissension, pursue the ambiguous in it 
[the Book]. 

z-y-l separation, sorting out, distinguishing between; 
disappearance. Two different verbs are classified under this root: 
Jj zdla [imperf yazdlu which, with preceding negative 
particles U or V, means ‘still’ or ‘continuing to be’] and J j zdla 
[imperf. dfiyazilu which means ‘to sort out’] J_^Jj zdla/yazdlu 
occurs eight times in the Qur’an (six of which are with '^) and two 
derivatives of the other form of the verb occur once each: Ufi'j 
zayyalana and IjE'Jj tazayyalu. 

‘i/j'J ^ md zdlalld yazdlu [sister of 'cp. q.v.] it does not 
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cease to, it is still, it remains, it continues (11:118) jij 

tjjijii (jjirji V j j o"'^' had your Lord willed, He would have 
made humankind one nation, but they continue to be different, 
(21:15) JJkULik 21 !j cjII'j U«a so, that did not 

cease to be their cry, until We made them like a mown field, 
silent. 

(ffj zayyala [v. II, intrans. with adverb 'cJii bayna] to separate 
one from the other, to sort out, to make distinct (10:28) 'fffj 

_>^j 'l l '52 (jjjJl Jjij p on the Day Wc 

gather them all together. We will say to those who associate 
partners with God, ‘[Stay in] your place, you and your partner- 
gods!’ Then We will separate them, the one from the other. 

tazayyala [v. V, intrans.] to become separated, to be sorted 
out, to become distinct (48:25) UJl U'Sc. ^ JJS- ojill 4)^4 ij£'j5 ji 
had they been clearly separated. We would have chastised the 
disbelievers among them with a painful chastisement. 

O/j/j z-y-n to decorate, to ornament, to adorn. Of this root, four 
forms occur 46 times in the Qur’an: 'iffj zayyana 16 times; 'chj 
zuyyina 10 times; cji'J hzzayyanat once and zmatun 19 times. 

6ij zayyana [v. II, trans.] 1 to adorn, to decorate (37:6) lu'j 4] 
3-ujj '^-41 We have adorned the nearer sky with an 
adornment, the planets 2 to make seemingly fair, to make alluring 
(6:43) 'jj'4 U ifjj <^nd Satan made their [bad] 

deeds alluring to them. 

lHj! hzzayyana [an assimilated form of v. V tazayyana, 
intrans.] to adorn oneself, make oneself alluring (10:24) 14 
cxujVj until the earth has taken on her 

ornaments and adorned herself. 

<ijj zTnatun [n.] 1 adornment (18:7) kuj Jlc. U ULk hj 
We have made all that is on the earth as an adornment for it, 
*(20:59) the feast day [lit. the day of decoration] 2 

treasure, valuables, jewellery (20:87) 5jjj hiok USTj 

but we were laden with loads of the people’s jewellery 3 luxury 
and pomp (10:88) iStoj 'cjff'J clff,. 




Our Lord, You have given Pharaoh and his chiefs splendour and 
wealth in this worldly life. 



"al-sm the twelfth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voiceless dento-alveolar fricative sound. 

^ sa- a particle prefixed to the imperfect, occurring 112 times in the 
Qur’ an. It denotes the near future, as opposed to the distant future 
which is signified by particle sawfa. Some grammarians 
assert that particle (sa-) denotes continuance in the future, 
rather than mere futurity, as can be deduced from verses like 
(2il42) IjjlS ^ i ji i al l lJj^^ the 

weak-minded people will [continuously] say, ‘What has turned 
them away from the prayer direction they used to face?’ 

^al-Sdmiriyy (see J^o^s-m-r). 

J/i/u- s-^’-l asking, inquiring, requesting, quest. Of this root, nine 
forms occur 127 times in the Qur’an: jL sWdla 85 times; l!j2. 
su^’ila 19 times; tasd’^alun nine times; Jyl- sud once; Jyl- 

su^’dl once; Jii-- sddl four times; sddlln three times; lIjS^ 
mas^ul four times and mas^ulun once. 

sa^ala a I [v. trans.; imper. jLj ds^al and sal, pass. v. 
Jjl* su^ila] 1 to ask (29:63) iU fUUl Jy ‘(joTj and if you 

ask them, ‘Who sends water down from the sky ’ 2 to question, to 
interrogate (21:63) ^bj ^ he said, 

‘No, it was this great one of them that did it-question them, if 
they can talk’ 3 [with prep, a) to inquire after, to seek 
information of (33:20) seeking news of you b) to 

query, to seek clarification (18:76) 5\i U'i) "(> iluL ‘(jj J15 
he said, ‘If I query anything after it [this], do not keep 



company with me’ c) to seek advice, to seek guidance (2:219) 
they ask you [Prophet] about intoxicants 
and gambling d) to be taken to task, to be called to account 
(16:93) ytlijj you will certainly be called to account 

for your deeds', *(21:23) Sf He is His own master [lit. 

He is not called to account for what He does]', *(2:119) ‘cf- 

uUlai [Prophet] You will not be responsible for [lit. 
questioned about] the inhabitants of the Blaze', *(28:78) jLi Sfj 
it is of no avail to question the sinners about their 
sins [lit. the sinners will not be questioned about their sins] 4 
[with prep, j] to demand, to urge (70:1) j Jiu Jj'- jt- a man 
[mockingly] demanded the coming of [the threatened] 
punishment II [doubly trans.] to ask someone for something, to 
beg (20:132) [jkj lijj 21lLj Sf We do not ask of you any 
provision; We provide for you. 

yatasdHun [imperf. of v. VI; intrans.] 1 to question one 
another (18:19) ^4“ ' and thus We woke them, so 

that they question one another 2 to request things from one 
another (4:1) ' j^fj be mindful of God, in whose 

name you make requests of one another. 

Jjli su^’l [n./v. n.] request (20:36) <^,44 iiiujl ja Jli He 
said, ‘You have been granted your request, Moses. ’ 

J)>ui su^’dl [v. n.] asking for, demanding (38:24) Jylu aal 
^Iju he has wronged you by demanding your ewe [to be 

added] to his ewes. 

JjLuj sddl [n./act. part.] 1 beggar (70:25) dtl^for the 

beggar and the deprived 2 one who asks, one who seeks 
information or knowledge (12:7) [jjljllJJ j <.J lj'4 

in Joseph and his brothers, there are lessons for those who seek 
them 3 one who demands or requests (70:1) Jiu Jj'— a 
man [mockingly] demanded the coming of [the threatened] 
punishment. 

mas^’id [pass, part.] 1 one who is questioned, 
interrogated (37:24) and halt them, for they are 

to be questioned 2 [something] exacted, honoured; to be 



accounted for, to be answered for (33:15) V I jiilt Ijjis jalj 

Vjlii- (jlk'j jUAl yet they had previously made an 

agreement with God that they would not turn tail and flee, and an 
agreement with God shall be exacted. 

s-^-m to be averse, to be weary, bored, to be fed up, to be 
disdainful; to tire. Of this root, only ^Lu yas^’am occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

j.Lu yas^’am [imperf. of v. sa^’ima, intrans.] 1 to become 
weary, to tire (41:49) V man never tires of 

praying for good things 2 to disdain, to be averse to; to neglect, to 
be lazy (2:282) '} ‘j Yj do not disdain to 

write it [the debt] down, be it small or large. 

4*- saba"" [n. occurring twice in the Qur’an] The Qur’an speaks of 
Sheba as an affluent community blessed with gardens rich with 
fruits of all kinds and extending all over their land, bearing 
witness to God’s abundant grace to them, but instead of thanking 
Him, as they had been commanded, they turned away from Him. 
In retribution He unleashed upon them the great inundation, 
destroying their dam, withdrawing His grace and turning their 
land into one producing only stunted thorny trees. Sheba (34:15) 
JUul j Qid ‘cf. ijtua- 124 (jlS "21 there was for [ the people 

of] Sheba, in their dwelling place, a sign-two gardens extending 
to the right and to the left. The Qur’ an also speaks of the Queen 
of Sheba, describing in 24 verses (27:20^4) her encounter with 
Solomon and showing her as a ruler of great wisdom, absolutely 
trusted by the male chieftains and warriors of her own people, 
who deferred to her ability to make decisions for the community 
at times of peril ... The correspondence with Solomon, which the 
Qur’ an details, shows the Queen of Sheba as a diplomat of great 
skill and foresight; * U..- name of Sura 34, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the mention in verses 15-21 of the story of the people 
of 'Sheba’. 


s-b-b reason; ladder, connection, rope; to revile; severance. 
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Of this root, three forms oeeur 11 times in the Qur’an: sabba 

twiee, sabab five times and ^asbab four times. 

sabba u [v., trans.] to revile, to abuse (6:108) ojill IV j 
jjc Jjij Iji 1 fdll oj^ "u- do not revile the [deities] they 
[the disbelievers] call on beside God, lest they in 
hostility/revenge revile God without knowledge. 

sabab [n.; pi. ^asbdb] 1 rope, ladder (22:15) I> 

Ja jhn'a fLoUl (_jJ t ju111 li.41 2il (jl ijl (jiu 

U ‘iSiA'd whoever thinks that God will not grant him 
assistance/aid/victory in this world and the next, let him stretch a 
rope/ladder up to the sky, [then climb all the way up] then let him 
sever [it], then let him see whether his guile does away with what 
enrages [him] 2 means by whieh things may be aeeomplished, a 
way (18:84) ^ ^ uk- Uj We established 

him in the land, and gave him of everything a way/some means 
[to achieve them]', *(2:166) bii'j all bonds between 

them became severed (or, they became completely lost). 

s-b-t resting, keeping the Sabbath. Of this root, three forms 
oeeur nine times in the Qur’an: oJiLdyasbitun onee; '’al-sabt 
six times and eijUlo subdt twiee. 

yasbitun [imperf of v. sabata., intrans.] to eome 
into the Sabbath day, to keep the Sabbath (7:163) 'fy jj 

■^*lj V Sf 'fJij how their fish came visibly to them 

on their Sabbath day, but on the day when they did not have the 
Sabbath they did not come. 

^al-sabt [n.] the Sabbath (4:154) Ij’iu 7 do not 

break the Sabbath. 

cjlJui subdt [v. n.] resting (25:47) l54- j* j 

htL. He it is who made the night a covering for you, and sleep as 
rest. 

s-b-h to swim, to eover a long distanee; to spread or disperse 
in the land, to dig or burrow in the earth; to be aetive, to toil; to be 
free, to deelare as free from impurity. Of this root, five forms 
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occur 89 times in the Qur’an: Cij=^yasbahun twice; ^ sabbaha 
42 times; subhan 41 times; tasbih twice and 
musabbihun twice. 

yasbahun [imperf. of v. ^ sabaha, intrans.] to trail or 
pass along, to trail in space (36:40) V j j-ill 41 ji ‘j t^j V 

^ JSj jj!— lPI it is not for the sun to overtake the 
moon, nor can the night outrun the day-each passes along in an 
orbit. 

sabbaha [v. II, trans.] 1 to declare to be free of every 
imperfection, impurity, or of everything derogatory; to glorify, to 
exalt God alone above whatever is imparted to Him, to glorify 
Him (7:206) tjji w’nn 4jj jjc. y 4£j 'tjjJ (jj 

those who are with your Lord do not disdain Him—they glorify 
Him and to Him they prostrate themselves 2 [also with no obj.] to 
sing the praise of, or to worship [God] (19:11) 't> 

j s'jki I jkil .0 [ji ^jti J'jkJI he came out of the sanctuary to 
his people, and signalled to them-‘Worship [God] morning and 
evening’', *(68:28) 'ojdhJi Vjl Jli the wisest of them 

said, ‘Did I not say to you, “Will you not glorify God?’” [in other 
interpretations: ‘will you not submit [the affair] to the will of 
God?!’, or, ‘will you not section off [a share for the poor]?!’] 3 
[with so-called ‘redundant’ prep, li (1 .sSIjll ^j^)] to be 

constant at glorifying God, to wholly submit to His command 
(64:1) U'j c:jrj;«Ul U ^ everything that is in the 

heavens and Earth glorifies God, [stands as signs of His glory] 4 
[with prep, j] to be constant in the praise of (39:75) 'oJdLd 

they are constant in the praise of their Lord 4 to serve/glorify 
(20:33) 415T .. I1 so that we can serve/glorify You much. 

U4“ sabhan I [n./v. n.] range, scope; opportunity for action; 
toiling, work (73:7) 59jL 411 [jj in the day-time, you 

have an opportunity for toiling II [v. n.] (act of) swimming; 
floating; sailing; gliding; fast running, sweeping ahead (79:3) 
9^ plkjlUrj and the ones sweeping ahead at full speed. 

cjUjLui sdbihdt [ pi. of fern. act. part. ^1— sdbihatun] ones who 
swim, swimmers; floaters; gliders; fast running horses (79:3) 
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tiiUjUJI'j and the ones sweeping ahead at full speed. 

subhdna [v. n., always in construct with a 

nominal item denoting God, used inter] eetionally] 1 praise and 
glory be to ...! (17:1) 

glory be to to Him who made His servant travel by 
night from the Sacred Mosque to the Furthest Mosque 2 
[interjection with prep, (in eontexts where unfitting attributes 
are assoeiated with God)] may He be exalted above [sueh a 
thing]! (6:100) ^ ^ ond 

they attribute/invent sons and daughters to Him without any true 
knowledge-far and exalted is He above that by which they 
describe [Him]! 

tasblh I [n./v. n.] praising, exalting, worship (17:44) ‘c^j 
V though you do not understand their [all beings] 
praise/praising/worship II [n.] supererogatory prayer (24:41) oa 
4\ju.nj JJt [of] each He knows its prayer and glorification 
[also interpreted as: every creature knows their own prayer and 
glorification]. 

.(all ^al-musabbihun [pi. of aet. part, musabbih] those who 
praise God, the pious (37:143) had he not 

been one of those who glorified God. 

^asbdt [borrowing from Hebrew oeeurring five times in the 
Qur’an] tribes of the children of Israel (7:160) 

IkkI Uat^l and We cut them up into twelve tribes, [distinct] 
communities. 

s-b-^" number seven, to make up a group of seven, to be the 
seventh; animals and birds of prey (this meaning is said to be 
derived from seven, whieh is considered a perfect and powerful 
number). Of this root, three forms oecur 28 times in the Qur’an: 
^ sab^" 24 times; sab^'un three times and sabu‘' once. 

^ sab^" [eard. no.] seven (69:7) ^ He 

mustered it against them for seven nights. 

sab’^un [eard. no.] 1 seventy (69:32) 
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0 j^li li-l ji and roll him in a chain [the measurement of which is] 
seventy cubits 2 countless times, innumerable times (9:80) y 
J 41 yil 'Jkj ‘jjla 'o^ even if you ask forgiveness for them 
seventy times, God will not forgive them [no matter how many 
times you may ask], 

"’al-sabu" [coll, n.] wild beasts, animals and birds of prey 
(5:3) ... jijSj U Vj 2^' l-j ••• forbidden to you 

[for food] are dead un-slaughtered animals [...] and what has 
been savaged by a beast of prey, save that which you [yourselves] 
have managed to slaughter while it was still alive. 

s-b-gh to be ample, complete, abundant; (of garments and 
attire) to be long and overflowing; ease of living. Of this root, two 
forms occur once each in the Qur’an: '’asbagha and cjUjU 

sdbighdt. 

""asbagha [v. IV, trans.] to bestow generously and 
abundantly, to lavish (31:20) s'jAli. ^\'j and He 

has lavished on you His bounties, apparent and hidden. 

cjUuLui sdbighdt [pi. of fern. n. kjJL, sdbighatun] full-length coat 
of mail (34:11) jja'j cikJu j [saying, to him] ‘Make 

full-length coats of mail, and measure well the links. ’ 

s-b-q being ahead, in front, outpacing, outstripping. Of this 
root, six forms occur 37 times in the Qur’an: sabaqa 

twice; ‘’istabaqa five times; sabq once; sdbiq eight 
times and masbuq twice. 

sabaqa i I [v. intrans.] 1 to go past, to go before (20:99) 
ja U ftjj! [j-aaj 211jk in this way We relate to you 

[Prophet] stories of what went on before', *(8:68) fdll 't> Yf 
had it not been for a decree from God that had already 
been issued', *(11:40) Jjill 5 ^ O- Vj except those against 
whom the sentence has already been passed [lit. the word has 
passed against them] II [v. trans.] 1 to do something before 
others (7:80) t^j jisLo U how can you 

practise the obscenity which not one community before you has 
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ever committed? 2 to outrace, to outstrip, to beat someone to 
(46:11) 545) bjaLi. U 'tjl£ "jl Ijiol'd (jjjil I JJS. (jjill Jlij and those 
who disbelieve say, concerning the believers, ‘If it [the new faith] 
were good, they [the believers] would not have beaten us to 
[embracing] it’ 3 [with no obj.] to go beyond reach, to be ahead, 
to outstrip, to win (8:59) I I JJS. (jjiSI Yj the disbelievers 
should not think they have won. 

IjajLu sdbiqu [imper. v. Ill, intrans.] to vie or race with one 
another (57:21) I jiU vie for forgiveness from your 

Lord. 

Jjoui) ^istabaqa [v. Vlll, trans.] to race for, to compete for 
(12:25) s-iUll and they raced for the door. 

Jfui sabq [v. n., used adverbially for intensification] getting 
ahead of others, outracing, overtaking (79:4) lil- plilUla 
overtaking swiftly. 

sdbiq [act. part.] one who precedes or gets ahead of others 
in a race, outstripping (35:32) jib and of 

them some are outstripping [others] in good deeds, by God’s 
leave. 

masbuq [pass, part.] one who is outstripped, overtaken, 
outdone, outrun; one who is stopped, prevented (56:60) Ujoa (jkj 
[jjS jLmu [jkj Uj We ordained death among you, and we 

are not to be outrun [also: stopped]. 

s-b-l road, highway; cause; (of rain) to fall down in heavy 
showers, (of clothes) to be down to the ankles; (of wheat) to put 
forth its ears. Of this root, two forms occur 170 times in the 
Qur’an: Lyf^sabll 160 times and l!j2. subul 10 times. 

Jjfui sabTl [n., pi. subul] 1 highway, road (15:76) j 

^ indeed they [the towns of the people of Lot and Midian] are 
on a highway remaining [till now]', *(2:177) the 

traveller/wayfarer; *(9:5) ^444- ' set them free [lit. release 
their way]\ *(4:34) 544- 5ji^ then do not act against them 

in any way, *(4:88) 544“ 4 you will never find for him a 

way out, *(29:29) dddi jjdhSi you waylay travellers [lit. you cut 
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off the highway]', *(40:11) God gives them 

another way out 2 cause (61:11) 5>kll'^L 

and you struggle for His cause with your possessions and your 
persons', *(42:42) 'oj4^ Uj] there is cause to 

act only against those who oppress people 3 [with the definite 
article] the right path, the power of reasoning, the ability to 
discriminate between good and evil, the way to God (76:3) ^6)4* Uj 
IjjaS llj'j IjSLS llj We guided him to the [right] way; then he 
is either thankful or ungrateful 4 way of this life (80:20) 
kfffthen He [God] enabled him to find a way. 

CijCijQa s-t-t as a result of a regressive assimilation between the 
sounds J Idl and Is/ the cardinal number (sitt) (six) and its 
derivatives are traditionally classified under root s-t-t 

instead of root s-d-s. Of this root, two forms occur eight 

times in the Qur’an: sitt seven times and sittln once. 

Ou, sitt [card, num.] six (50:38) 144“ UsL "iTj 

ujil Ulto Uj We created the heavens, and the earth, 

and that in between them in six Days, and no weariness touched 
Us. 

(>uui sittln [card, no.] sixty (58:4) 441^ [J ]>a 

and anyone unable to do this should feed sixty needy persons. 

jjCijuM s-t-r to cover, to conceal, to hide; to take cover; veil, 
covering. Of this root, three forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: ojj5i2u tastatirun', sitr and jjj24 mastur. 

JxLti tastatir [imperf of v. Vlll] to cover oneself, to hide 
oneself (41:22) Vj Vj yjk - 44“ J 
yet you did not try to hide [your bad actions] lest your ears, your 
eyes and your skin testify against you. 

jl- sitr [v. n./n.] covering, veiling, sheltering; veil, shelter 
(18:90) \ 54“ yki Uakj y ^4 

until he reached [the time/place of] sunrise, he found that it rises 
on a people for whom We had not provided shelter from it. 

jfiM mastur [pass, part.] hidden, invisible (some 
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grammatically-orientated eommentators consider the passive 
participle here in this eontext to convey the meaning of the active 
one jjUj satir) (17:45) V liik 'Tj 

when you recite the Qur’an, We place between 
you and those who do not believe in the life to come a hidden 
barrier (or, a covering). 

Vs/o-' ^-j-^ prostrating with the forehead touehing the ground; 
submission; adoration; worship. Of this root, eight forms oeeur 90 
times in the Qur’an: 4^ sajada 35 times; (1) sujud four 
times; sajid once; sajidun 11 times; .4-^ sujjad 11 

times; j(2) sujiid twiee; masjid 22 times and 
masajid six times. 

sajada u [v. intrans] 1 to prostrate oneself or how down in 
humility (17:61) Ijikl-l 125 jjj when We said to the 

angels, ‘Bow down before Adam’ 2 [jur.] to prostrate oneself as 
part of the prescribed prayers (4:102) ^ jj^ liji and 

when they have completed their prostration, let them fall to the 
rear behind you 3 to submit and aecept the Faith (84:21) j 
tjjiklu V yij51l when the Qur’an is read to them, they do not 
accept [lit. prostrate themselves) 4 to prostrate oneself in 
adoration and worship (7:206) ‘cA- bj 

[jjillu aSj those who are with your Lord do not disdain 

from worshipping Him—they glorify Him and to Him they 
prostrate themselves 5 to follow the order set by God for the 
Universe (55:6) the plants and the trees 

prostrate {or, fall into the Grand Design). 

(1) sujud [v. n./n.] prostrating, prostration (48:29) 
jp! jkj their mark is on their faces from the traces of 
prostration/prostrating. 

sajid [aet. part./n.; pi. sujjad', (2) sujiid and 
sajidun] 1 one who prostrates himself (7:11) '(>2)] Vj I 

[jjaa-lUl (> and they fell prostrate, all save for dblls-he was 
not one of those who prostrated', *(9:112) 
jSidl fc. (jjaUII j M those who never fail to perform the 
prayers [lit. in bowing, prostrating themselves] and those who 
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enjoin goodness and forbid evil', *(39:9) j* I> 

[jnst consider] the one who spends the night in devotion, 
[prostrating himself and standing] in constant prayer 2 one 
humbling himself, one submitting (7:120) j so the 

sorcerers fell down in complete submission. 

sujjad [intens. aet. part.; pi. of sajid] prostrating in 
worship, humility or out of respect (7:161) s-iUI I jk^j and 
enter the gate humbly, *(22:26) PjkJI constant worshippers 
[lit. those who bow and prostrate themselves^. 

masjid [n. of place.; pi. masajid] 1 mosque (9:108) 
^ J.jaj '(} Sj iilk r4 5 q? V never stand 

in it; a mosque founded on consciousness of God from the first 
day is more fitting a place for you to worship in [it]', *(17:1) 
the Sacred Mosque in Mecca', *(17:1) the 

furthest place of worship, in Jerusalem 2 place of worship (18:21) 

\ jk. (Jli said those who had control 
over their affairs, ‘We shall build over them a place of worship. ’ 

* name of Sura 32, Meccan sura, so-named because of 
the reference in verse 15 to the believers’ falling down’ in 
worship when the Divine messages are recited to them. This sura 
should be distinguished from Sura 41 which is called ^ or 
^ or cfL^ (see ^ ha mim and dhyd’-^f-s-l). 

s-j-r to fill, to flow, to overflow; to stretch, to elongate; to set 
on fire, fuel. Of this root, three forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: Qjjfdiyusjarun', eu'jkl. sujjirat and masjur. 

yusjarun [imperf of pass. v. jk- sujira] to be stuffed, 
to be packed in, to be thrust (40:72) 'ojffd jhll p into 

scalding water, and then into the Fire, they are thrust. 

jkui sujjir [pass, of v. 11] to be filled to the point of 
overflowing; to be set on fire (81:6) eij'jkl. jlkJI lij j when the seas 
boil over (or, when they are set on fire, or, when they are joined 
together in one overflowing mass). 


jjaLw masjur [pass, part.] the one which is filled, the one 
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which is set on fire (52:6) and by the ocean 

ever-filled. 

s-j-l the commentators and philologists who derive the two 
words lW- sijill and sijjll from this root base their judgement 
on the semantic connection they see between these two words and 
the basic concepts associated with this root. These include: great 
buckets full to the brim with water, the amount of water contained 
in large buckets, large buckets at the mouth of a well; turn-taking 
in a duet and handling, in a relay (hence the meaning of dialogue, 
record, recording etc.). Others consider the two words as 
borrowings into pre-Islamic Arab times: lW- sijill from Ethiopic 
and JjW- sijjll from Persian. Recent scholarship, however, 
suggests a Greek origin, through Syriac, for JW- sijill. In the 
Quran '’al-sijill occurs once while JjW- sijjll occurs three 
times. 

sijill [n.] scribe, overseer of records; written scroll 
(21:104) iUUl 'ff on the Day, We roll up the 

skies the way a scribe rolls up scrolls (or, the way a folded up 
scroll rolls up/enfolds [its] writings). 

Jjkj-i sijjll [n.] baked clay (15:74) and 

We rained on them stones of baked clay. 

s-j-n prison, imprisonment, confinement, detention. 
Philologists who derive the Qur’anic word sijjln from this 
root suggest ‘containment’ as the semantic link between the two, 
but it has also been suggested that it could be a borrowing from 
Latin ‘insignia’, the Roman emperor’s stamp which used to be 
affixed to important records. Also it has been suggested that this 
root was borrowed from Persian or Ethiopic. Of this root, five 
forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: yasjun once; ffA 

yusjan twice; ou masjunln once; sijn six times and 
sijjln twice. 

yasjun [imperf of v. trans.; pass. v. yusjan] to 
imprison, to detain (12:35) puyi fJ'j u A) I> P 

but it occurred to them, [even] after seeing the evidence [for his 
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innocence], that they should imprison him for a while. 

masjunm [pi. of pas. part, masjun] one imprisoned 
(26:29) 41] eijikjl (jSJ if you take any god 

other than me, I will make you among the prisoners. 

sijjln [n.] a written record enumerating the bad deeds of 
the wicked (83:7—9) 4 -“!$ tj j'»« to 211 jjI Uoj j44ll (j] 

the list of the wicked is in Sijjln, what will explain to you what 
Sijjln is?-a clearly numbered list. 

^~j~y (of Iho night) to become silent, quiet or still, to calm 
down, to become tranquil, placid. Of this root, only sajd 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

sajd u [v. intrans.] to be quiet, to be still, to be tranquil, to 
be serene (93:2) I j] cPl j and by the night, when it grows still. 

'^/c/‘>“ to drag, to pull along the ground, to trail; cloud, cover, 
film. Of this root, two forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: 
yushabun twice and sahdb nine times. 

yushabun [pass, imperf. of v. trans. 22^ sahaba] to be 
pulled, to be dragged (54:48) Jfj JSc. jUIl ^ 'ff, on the 
Day when they are dragged through Hell on their faces. 

ljU*- sahdb [collec. n.] clouds (7:57) iUSl- cM lil 

21211 ^ Uljjti djxo 42 until when they [the winds] bear heavy clouds. 
We drive them to a dead land, and send down water. 

s-h-t to eradicate, to scrape off; unlawful gain, illicit earning. 
Of this root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 
yushit once and suht three times. 

lialu yushit [imperf of v. IV, trans.] to eradicate, to destroy 
completely (20:61) 4^2 ^1 jc. Ij’j^j V do not invent 

lies against God, lest He obliterate you with punishment. 

suht [n.] illicitly gained money, ill-gotten property (5:42) 
pkliil [jjlisi 'tjjc.122 eagerly listening to falsehood and 

greedily consuming ill-gotten gains. 
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j/^/o- s-h-r to be turned from one’s course of action; to fascinate, to 
enchant, magic, sorcery, conjuring, works of magic; the last third 
of the night, time just before the breaking of dawn; lungs, 
stomach, food and drink; nourishment, sihr, magic, is 
considered by some scholars to be a borrowing from either 
Akkadian or Aramaic. Of this root, 14 forms occur 63 times in the 
Qur’an: Sahara twice; ojJ=^ tusharun once; sihr 27 

times; sihran once; sahir 12 times; sahiran 

once; sahirun once; saharatun eight times; jtk]-* 

sahhar once; mashur three times; mashurun once; 

musahharin twice; sahar once and jUlol ^ashar twice. 

Sahara u [v. trans., pass, v, tushar] 1 to enchant, to 
bewitch (7:132) (jjioyoj 411 ui Uj -> , ‘ .. ril ^jIs. "qx ^ 
whatever spell you bring to us to bewitch us with, we will not 
believe in you 2 to be deceived, deluded (23:89) then 

how can you be so deluded?! 

ja^sihr [n./v. n.] 1 sorcery, witchcraft, magic (2:102) 

^ it was the devils who disobeyed, 

teaching people witchcraft 2 work of sorcery or magic, spells 
(7:116) IjiVj ^.ilall they cast a spell 

on the eyes of the people and endeavoured to frighten them and 
brought about a great work of sorcery 3 enchanting, bewitching 
(20:66) '4^ cind lo and 

behold, through their sorcery their ropes and staffs were made to 
appear to him to be moving. 

sahir [act. part./n.; dual sahirdm, pi. 

saharatun] 1 sorcerer, magician, enchanter (20:63) J'jp-Ul JiA "(jj 
Ua‘J JAJ these two are sorcerers who 
desire to drive you out of your land with their sorcery 2 learned 
person (in an interpretation of verse 43:49) Uj 4£'j hi ^‘4 

luj 'ffc. learned man/sorcerer, call on your Lord for us, 
according to His covenant—we will certainly accept guidance. 

sahhar [intens. act. part.] master sorcerer (26:37) 41 jL 

^ to summon every accomplished sorcerer to you. 

mashur [pass, part.] bewitched (17:47) %.'j Vj bj 
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\jJ:^you are only following a man who is bewitched. 

musahharln [pi. of pass. part. musahhar] 

completely bewitched; one who created with a stomach and lungs 
in order to eat, drink and breathe, i.e. a mere human being 
*(26:185) cjj| Uj] but they replied, ‘You are bewitched’ 

(or, only a human being) [lit. you are one created with stomach 
and other organs for eating and drinking], 

sahar [n.; pi. jUl.1 '^ashdr] dawn, the time just before 
dawn, the small hours of the night (3:17) j and 

those praying for forgiveness before dawn. 

j/c/o' s-h-d to grind into fine dust; to be far off, to go very deeply. 
Of this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: til. 
suhqan and joi. sahlq. 

suhqan [v. n. used interjectionally] away with! (67:11) 
jjjilll ulliV ila away with the inhabitants of the blazing Fire. 

sahlq [quasi-act. part.] distant; faraway, very deep 
(22:31) cjti tsi ^ ji or the wind flings him in a 
faraway place. 

t j 5li j dshdq (see alphabetically). 

6ldo^ s-h-l to scrape off, to strip off, to slice; to strike; shore of a 
sea or a great river. Of this root, only J?-'— sdhil occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

JaU sdhil [n.] shore, riverbank (20:39) lI-IUIj 59^ let the 
river/sea [the great waters] cast it on the bank. 

jjdo^ s-kh-r to force, to constrain, to be made subservient, to use as 
a subject of forced labour; to ridicule. Of this root, seven forms 
occur 42 times in the Qur’an: sakhira 11 times; 

sakhkhara 22 times; yastaskhirun once; aij4i sdkhirln 

once; sikhriyyan once; sukhriyyan once and jil 

musakhkhar four times. 



sakhira a [v. intrans. with prep. i>] to scorn, to ridicule 
(49:11) ‘J j>ja I> J.ja jilu Sf no people should 

jeer at others, lest they be better than them. 

sakhkhara [v. II, trans.] 1 to cause to be subservient 
(43:13) 14 ^j > > 1 Aalc. Ijj aIaxj ^ so 

that you may remember the favour of your Lord when you are 
seated on them and say, ‘Glory be to Him who has subjected this 
to us’ 2 to make something of use to another (14:33) lP^ IP-j 
jlprj and He made the night and day useful to you. 

yastaskhirun [imperf. of v. X, intrans.] to encourage 
one another to ridicule, to scorn, to act in a scornful way (37:14) 
'ujj >“iu . i) I jf'j I jj j and resort to ridicule when they see a sign. 

sikhriyyan [nominalised v. n.] object of ridicule, 
laughing-stock (38:62-3) J'j^\ (> uk Vlkj jjy Sf UJ U Ijilij 
jUpVl ejcl'j JJkUikj! they will say, ‘Why do we not see 

those we thought were bad and took as a laughing-stock?, could 
it be that our eyes have missed them?’ 

Ujali sukhriyyan [nominalised v. n.] forced labour; servitude; 
labour force (43:32) oipl jj i_ydxj jja liajj 

and We raised some of them above others in rank, so that 
some of them may take others in servitude. 

musakhkhar [pass, part.] 1 subjected, made subservient, 
compelled to work or serve (7:54) ?fL prjiPo 'jpllj 

the sun, the moon and the stars, all of which are made subservient 
by His order 2 sustained (16:79) fPJI Jill IJJ Jjf 

kill VI U do they not look at the birds, sustained in the air of 

the sky, nothing holding them up except God? 

^-kh-t wrath, anger, displeasure. Of this root, three forms 
occur four times in the Qur’an: ii- sakhita twice; ii-l '’askhata 
once and ii— sakhat once. 

sakhita a [v. intrans.] 1 to become angry, to condemn, to 
become wrathful (5:80) kill ii- ‘j "(P ^ aP so vile 

is what their souls have put forward for them that God has 
condemned them 2 to be dissatisfied, to grumble (9:58) Ijlij JJ Jl'j 




tjjkkly JJk Ijj but if they are not given [a share] of it, they 
become angry. 

■Ja^S '’askhata [v. IV, intrans.] to cause to be angry, to incur 
wrath, to cause displeasure (47:28) IjAjk'j iakloi U I Jkp\ 

they practised things that incurred God’s wrath, and disdained to 
please Him. 

sakhat [n./v. n.] anger, wrath, rage, condemnation (3:162) 
hV.ii itj cff^j 6^^ is the one who pursues God’s 

good pleasure like the one who has incurred God’s wrath? 

s-d-d blocking, closing, plugging; to direct, to be to the point, 
to be correct. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: tL. sadd three times; ^al-saddayn once and aji.* sadld 
twice. 

iui sadd [n./v. n.] blockage, dam, barrier; blocking (18:94) 

Ixj )4j*j hujj you set up a barrier between us and them. 

^al-saddayn [dual of n. 'i.- sadd] the two dams, the two 
barriers (18:93) 'Gk until when he reached a place 

between two [mountain] barriers ... 

sadld [quasi-act. part.] apt, correct, straight, pertinent, to 
the point (33:70) Vja IjSjI be mindful of God, speak in 

a direct fashion and to good purpose. 

j/j/o- s-d-r flowing down, continuing without interruption; lote 
tree. Of this root, only s jV sidratun and jV sidr occur twice each 
in the Qur’ an. 

SjAui sidratun [n.; collect n. jV sidr] lote tree (34:16) ^ 
jV I> and We replaced for them their two 

gardens with two others that yielded bitter fruit, tamarisk bushes 
and a few lote trees', *(53:14) s jV the Lote tree marking the 

end of the road, the pinnacle Lote tree, the Lote tree of maximum 
limit, the Lote tree beyond which neither angel nor prophet may 
pass and which casts its shade over Paradise, this tree, said to be 
located either in the sixth or seventh Heaven, marks the point 
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beyond which progression, physical or abstract, cannot be made. 
At this tree the Prophet experienced, during his night ascension 
through the Heavens, visions beyond human comprehension. 

s-d-s (see cJcJq^ s-t-t) the number six is the basic concept 
associated with this root. Of this root, two forms occur five times 
in the Qur’an: sudus four times and sadis twice. 

o-Aui sudus [n.] one sixth (4:11) j and to 

his parents, to each one of the two, the sixth [part], 

o-JLui sadis [ord. no./act. part.] a sixth one; the one that makes 
five into six (58:7) j* Vj Yj nor are there five but He 
is their sixth (or. He makes them into six). 

s-d-w/y to stretch the hands forward, to elongate, to stride, 
to do a favour to; to neglect, to cast something away. Of this root, 
only sudd occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

sudd [v. n. used adverbially] in vain, aimlessly, alone, 
neglected (75:36) ‘J does man think he will 

be left alone [to his own devices, or, not taken to account]? 

s-r-b to seep in, to leak out, to flow out; an underground 
passage; to flock, a flock; to be blurred. Of this root, three forms 
occur four times in the Qur’an: U'jm saraban once; ^ sardb 
twice and sdrib once. 

saraban [v. n. used adverbially] by stealth, furtively; 
tunnel-like (18:61) iijli d-" they forgot 

their fish, which made its way into the sea furtively (or, dipping in 
the water). 

sardb I [n.] mirage (24:39) Ij’jak (jjoll j 

but the deeds of those who disbelieve are like a mirage in a desert 
II [V. n. used as quasi-act. part./n.] moving, travelling (78:20) 
iiiilSa when the mountains are set in motion and 

become a moving object (or, and become like a mirage). 

LjjUi sdrib [act. part.] moving about openly; sallying; moving 
about in stealth; skulking (13:10) 50 ]>j Jjall ‘jJ ‘ifi. 
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J/v/j/u- 


LjjLo'j JjJIIj t jA "ijx'j alike among you is he who conceals 
his words and he who speaks them openly, he who hides himself 
under cover of night, and he who sallies by day (or, he who 
appears by night and hides himself by day). 

J/tj /jjijM s-r-b-l wrapping, garment, a coat of mail; to crumble 
sirbdl is considered as an early borrowing from Persian. Of this 
root, only sardbll occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

JjjI sardbll [pi. of n. sirbdl] attire of any kind, coat of 
mail (16:81) dd'Jdj (yjl l54-j and He has 

appointed for you garments to protect you from the heat and 
garments [of armour] to protect you from your own might. 

^/j/o^ s-r-j saddle, saddle making; lantern, to light up a lantern. 
sirdj is considered by some philologists to be a borrowing 
from Persian. Of this root, only sirdj occurs four times in the 
Qur’an. 

jui sirdj [n.] 1 lantern, lamp (71:16) Jdfj Tjjj l54-j 

and He set the moon in them for a light and He set the 
sun for a lamp 2 guidance (33:45-6) TjaU auLjl Uj 
I'jji 5 gjlj 5011 l^rOj fjjjjj Prophet, We have sent you as a 

witness, as a bearer of good news and warning, as one who calls 
people to God by His leave, as an illuminated lamp. 

C/j/o-' s-r-h to go to pasture, to set free. Of this root, four forms 
occur seven times in the Qur’an: CijdJ^ tasrahun once; 
dsarrih three times; U.I jl.- sardhan twice and jyjjOu tasrlh once. 

tasrahun [imperf. of v. intrans.] to go out to pasture 
(16:6) 'oJdfM 'oidj (jjkjjS (jj?- ddd and in them there is 

beauty for you when you bring them home [to rest] and when you 
drive them out [to pasture]. 

dsarrih [imperf. of v. 11, trans.] to set free, to release, to 
grant a divorce to (33:28) 'cijlOua l^SlI 'cf jj ‘(jj 

li.rjl .0 ‘(fdl'flj if you desire the present life and its finery, then 
come, I will make provision for you and release you [from the 
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bondage of marriage] in an amicable way. 

sardhan [v. n.] releasing, setting free (33:49) 

make provision for them and release them in 

an amicable way. 

tasrih [v. n. of v. II] setting free, releasing (2:229) tpUJl 
ijUoklj ji "dLJAi divorce is [revocable only] 

twice, [after which husbands are] either to keep [their wives] in 
an acceptable manner or release [them] graciously. 

s-r-d to put things in a consecutive manner, relating in a 
sequence; to interweave; coat of mail, to make a coat of mail. It 
has been suggested, however, that the sense of ‘coat of mail’ is a 
borrowing from Persian. Of this root, only sard occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

jIh* sard [n.; v. n.] links in a coat of mail; making links in a 
coat of mail (34:11) 2jl4l ‘J^j CjUjU J [saying to him,] 
‘Make full-length coats of mail, and measure well the links. ’ 

s-r-d-q tent and awning. It has been suggested that this 
root is a borrowing from Persian. Of this root, only ji jl- suradiq 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jjljL suradiq [n.] awning, tent, pavilion, a cover of smoke, 
dust or fire in the shape of a tent (18:29) fjU Uj 

We have prepared for the wrongdoers Fire whose pavilion 
will surround them from all sides. 

j/ j/o" s-r-r the inside, base (e.g. of the head or the navel), innermost 
part of an object; secrecy, secrets; seat, bed; pleasure, to please, to 
delight. Of this root, nine forms occur 44 times in the Qur’an: 
tasurr once; ‘jJ ^asarra 18 times; J ‘’isrdr twice; sirr 11 
times; surur once; masrur twice; jil sard^’ir once; 

sIjIj sarrd'’ twice and jj2 surur six times. 

''JuH tasurr [imperf. of v. II, trans.] to delight, to please, to 
make happy (2:69) "jlu s'ji t^jj it should be a 

bright yellow cow, that delights the onlookers. 




"asarra [v. IV, trans.] 1 to conceal, to keep as a seeret 
(12:77) 541 )jj but Joseph kept it [secret] to 

himself and did not reveal it to them 2 to eonvey in seereey, to tell 
in eonfidenee (66:3) ijj and when the 

Prophet told something in confidence to one of his wives; 
*(20:62) so they conferred secretly 3 to treasure, to 

hide (12:19) iJjJ'j fikt. \'Sa ‘Good news! Here is a 

boy!, ’ and they treasured him as merchandise 4 (possibly, 
aeeording to an opposite meaning of ‘jJ ‘’asarr) to reveal, to 
deelare, to manifest (10:54) L-iliJI I'J j lli I and they will 
be openly remorseful when they see the chastisement (or, 
aeeording to the more popular interpretation, secretly). 

jljLi) Hsrdr [v. n.] 1 eoneealing, eonning, seheming (47:26) 411j 
(_pMj ifi j_h'i 1 a 4 JII fyi 14 IjAjS that 

was so because they said to those who hate what God has sent 
down, ‘We will obey you in some matters’, but God knows their 
secret scheming 2 [adverbially] eonfidentially, seeretly, privately 
(71:9) O J4 j cjjjk! p then I have tried preaching 

to them in public and speaking to them in private. 

'ju, sirr I [n.; pi. ‘’asrdr] 1 seeret (43:80) Sf Ui 

do they think We cannot hear their secret talk and 
their private counsel? 2 mystery (25:6) ^ >41 ^44 c54l ^>1 

say ‘It was sent down by Him who knows the 
secrets/mystery of the heavens and earth ’ II [adverb.] in private, 
seeretly, furtively (2:235) V ‘cfikj but do not make 

agreements with them secretly. 

jj^Msurur [n.] pleasure, happiness (76:11) fjjjl-j 
and He accorded them radiance and gladness. 

jjJm masrur [pass, part.] well-pleased, rejoieing (84:9) djliij 
' jjj4“ 54 a] and return to his people well-pleased. 

‘’al-sarrd^ [n.] (in opposition to ^al-darrd\ q.v.) 

happy state of life, freedom from adversity, happiness (3:134) (jjp 
fl>Jl ofiku those who give both in prosperity and 
adversity; *(7:95) iljUfj UiUli ‘>4 45 Ijlla'j and they said, 

‘Hardship and affluence befell our forefathers’ (or, they had a 
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mixture of good and bad-they led a normal life). 

Sfui surur [pi. of n. jjj ^ sarlr) couch, throne (43:34) 

and [would have made] for their houses gates [of 
silver], and couches upon which they recline. 

speed, to hasten, fast, quiek. Of this root, four forms 
oeeur 23 times in the Qur’an: ^jL4 yusdri‘' nine times; sarV 
10 times; sird'^an twiee and ■^asra‘' twiee. 

^jluLyusdri‘' [imperf. of v. Ill, intrans. with prep. <^] to hasten, 
to speed up (23:56) pl'jiJI ^ jUj We hasten to them the good 
things. 

sarV [quasi-aet. part.] swift, prompt (13:41) jAj 
and He is swift at reckoning. 

sird’^an [pi. of quasi-aet. part, sarr, used 

adverbially] in haste (70:43) ^\'j^ 'fJi on the Day 

they emerge from the graves in haste. 

'’asra‘' [elat.] swifter/swiftest (6:62) ’^'jJ jAj and 

He is the swiftest of all reckoners. 

'-“/j/o" s-r-fio be heedless or negligent, to pass by or leave behind, 
to exeeed all bounds, to be extravagant or immoderate. Of this 
root, three forms oeeur 23 times in the Qur’an: ^asrafa six 

times; J fd ^isrdf twice and musrifun 15 times. 

dkfJi ^asrafa [v. IV, intrans.] to be extravagant, to go beyond 
the limit, to be wasteful (25:67) I Jdj I Ijaii! lij [jjiilj 
U js 211j 'qL and those who, when they spend, are neither wasteful 
nor stingy, but keep between these to a just balance', *(17:33) I>j 
Jail ^ UUaL. fff Ulaik Jsa J and whosoever is slain 

unjustly—We have given a mandate to the custodian of his rights, 
so let him not be excessive in slaying, let him stay within the 
boundaries of the law. 

tiljJi) ^isrdf [v. n.] exeeeding the bounds, extravaganee, lack 
of moderation (3:147) hljarjl.ojj IJjjj ui "j^l iJ'j our Lord, 
forgive us our sins and extravagance in [conducting] [all of] our 
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affairs. 

musrifun [pi. of act. part. ^ musrif\ extravagant 
person, one who exceeds the limits in his actions (7:31) IjK'j 
V Ijajlii V'j and eat and drink [as We have 

permitted]-do not be excessive-God does not like excessive 
people. 

s-r-q to steal, pilfer and to take away hy stealth. Of this root, 
four forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: saraqa four times; 

(j'jIjI ^istaraqa once; jjU. sdriq twice and sdriqun twice. 

saraqa i [v. trans.] to steal, to burgle (12:77) Jaa y I jlli 
Jja kl they said, ‘If he steals, [there should be no 

surprise[, for a brother of his stole before [him] [lit. they said, ‘If 
he steals, then a brother of his stole before [him]]. ’ 

ffjLti dstaraqa [v. VIII, trans.] to endeavour to take away by 
stealth *(15:18) he who eavesdrops [lit. steals the 

hearing]. 

JjLui sdriq I [n.] thief, burglar, filcher (5:38) lijUJI'j 

I jkLali as for the thief, male and female, cut off their hands 
II [act. part.; pi. sdriqun] thieving, burglars (12:70) 

then a crier called, ‘People of the 
caravan! You are a thieving people! ’ 

s-r-m-d to be continuous, to be incessant. Philologists 
consider this root a further derivation from root s-r-d 

(q.v.), but Penrice suggests that is ‘apparently of mixed 
Persian and Arab origin.’ Of this root, only sarmadan occurs 
twice the Qur’ an. 

sarmadan [adjectivally used.] continuing endlessly, 
perpetual (28:72) ]> /jj l 54- bj 

5 Ui 'jjc. AJj say, ‘Have you considered if God were 

to make daylight perpetual over you until the Day of 
Resurrection, who is the deity besides God that could bring you a 
night in which you rest?!’ 
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Lihlo^ s-r-y to seep, (of liquids) to spread unobtrusively; to remove; 
to travel by night. Of this root, three forms occur eight times in 
the Qur’an: yasrl once; '’asm six times and 

sariyyan once. 

yasrl [imperf. of v. intrans.] to seep, to spread, to travel 
by night (89:4) |jj JjSifj by the night when it passes 
through/runs its course. 

jJJi ’’asra [v. IV, intrans.] to travel by night; [with prep. J to 
cause or enable to travel by night, to transport someone by night 
(17:1) XI isj^\ Glory be to Him who made His 

servant travel by night. 

sariyyan [n./act. part.] running stream of water, rivulet (or 
person of note and importance [from the root jIjJo^ s-r-w], as 
suggested by some commentators) (19:24) oa Vl 14$^ o- Ul'jUa 
i4j l54- but a voice cried to her from below, ‘Do not 
sorrow (or, do not fret), your Lord has provided a stream (or, a 
person of consequence, that is the infant Jesus) under you.’ 

* name of Sura 17, Meccan sura, so-named because of 
the mention in verse 1 of the ‘night journey’ of the Prophet. Also 
called JjjI (see ’’isra^’ll). 

s-t-h to be flat, flattened, to spread out, upper side. Of this 
root, only eXJalo sutihat occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

sutiha [pass, v.] to be made flat, to be flattened, to be 
spread out (88:20) ViVW .. , UuS and [don’t they see] how 

the earth has been spread out? 

5-f-r row of trees, palm trees, objects arranged in a sequence; 
written words in rows; falsehood; stories with no foundations. It 
has, however, been suggested that the root originated from a 
borrowing either from Greek or Persian. Of this root, five forms 
occur 16 times in the Qur’an: CijJt^yasturun once; mastur 
three times; mustatar once; "asdtlr nine times and 

j hj . X musaytir twice. 

yasturun [imperf v., trans.] to write, inscribe (68:1) 



U'j by the pen!, and by what they [the scribes] write! 

mastur [pass, part.] 1 written, inscribed (52:2) 
by a Book inscribed 2 recorded, laid down, detailed (33:6) 
iillj [jlS all that is in the Book, detailed. 

jlaj22i mustatar [pass. part, of v. VIII] carefully recorded in 
writing (54:53) jbu.i« every action, great or small, 

is recorded in writing. 

j^Lui) ^asdtlr [pi. of either n. s ^usturatun or of pi. jU=loi 
'’astar] fables (16:24) Ijili Jjj? liU J4 Ijjj when 

they are asked, ‘What has your Lord sent down?’ they say, 
‘Fables of the ancients. ’ 

musaytir (also musaytir) [act. part., spelled with a 

(s) but pronounced as a o' ( 5 )] one in control (88:22) 
jby.V.ni you are not in control over them. 

j/ia/oxi s-t-w to assail, to assault, to pounce upon, to attack violently. 
Of this root, only yastun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yastun [imperf. of v. 0=^ satd, intrans. with preps j and 
(^] to assault, to attack violently (22:72) 'oJtu 'ojillj 'oj^ 

LuOd they almost attack those who recite to them Our 
revelations. 

^ju^sa‘’atun (see w-5-0- 

s-^'-d happiness, fortune; assistance; arm, power. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 1 jj»1. su^idu and 
sarid. 

Jju-i surid [pass. v. IV, with the initial 1 omitted = '’us‘’idu 
or in another reading I sa^idii, v. intrans.] to be made 
fortunate, to be blessed, to be made happy; to become fortunate, 
to become happy (11:108) tfj as for those who 

were blessed with happiness (or, good fortune), they will be in 
Paradise. 

sarid [quasi-act. part.] fortunate, blessed, happy (11:105) 
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j ^ and some of them will be wretched and some happy. 

j/S./o' s-‘'-r intense burning of fire, to kindle a fire, intensity of 
thirst; madness; to fix a price to; fatigue, distress. Of this root, 
three forms occur 20 times in the Qur’an: su‘'drat once; jj»- 

sa'^lr 17 times and yL, su’^ur twice. 

Ju- su^'^'ir [pass, of v. II] to be inflamed, to be set alight 
(81:12) cSJjL> Iij'j when Hell is set alight. 

sa'^lr I [n.] blazing intense fire (25:11) 

I'jjjLo and We have prepared for him who denies the Hour, a 
blazing fire-, * jj?UI [with the definite article] Hellfire (42:7) tjjja 
6iJj a group shall be in the Garden and a group 

in Hellfire II [v. n., also used adverbially] flaming, burning, firing 
(17:97) uk Hell is their home, whenever 

it abates, we increase them in burning. 

su^ur [either v. n. of v. 'j»l- sudra\ or pi. of sa’^lr^ 
madness; ranks of fire (54:24) hj ’dxSu IVfj 

jkLi'j they said, ‘What?, a mortal, from amongst ourselves, a 
single person, we should follow?, then we would be in error and 
madness. ’ 

i^l^lo^ s-‘'-y time span; strife, work, effort, to go about (one’s 
livelihood), to go to; a portion. Of this root, two forms occur 30 
times in the Qur’an: sa‘'d 20 times and say 10 times. 

^J3UM sa’^d a [v. intrans. with preps. and<^] 1 to endeavour, 
to strive (2:114) <2^.1 'jk2 ‘j 5 UII ^ I>j 

who could be more inequitable than those who prohibit the 
mention of God’s name in His places of worship and strive to 
have them destroyed/deserted? 2 move, walk, move about, run, 
hasten ( 20 : 20 ) ^ he threw it down and-lo and 

behold!-it was a moving snake 3 to do purposefully, to act, to 
work for, to carry on one’s business (53:39) U Vj (jLu !21 ‘jj 
that man will only have what he has worked towards. 

ijiuM say I [n.] endeavour, strife, effort (18:104) l! 2 = 

those whose efforts in this world go astray, 
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*(37:102) ^ ijij when he [the boy] reached the age of 

working with him [his father] (or when he reached the age of 
maturity) II [v. n. used adverbially] moving energetically (2:260) 
‘fi then summon them, and they will come rushing 

to you. 

^Sh-b debilitating hunger, fatigue, famine; thirst. Of this 
root, only masghabatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

masghabatun [n.] debilitating hunger, severe hunger 
(90:14—15) fji ‘J or feeding, on a day 

of extreme hunger, an orphan of the kinsfolk. 

s-f-h base, bottom or lower part of a mountain; side of a 
mountain along which rain water pounds down unchecked; 
pouring down of water, spilling of blood; fornication. Of this 
root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: U .masfuhan 
once; musdfihln twice and cjUjUii musdfihdt once. 

^jsLjul masjuh [pass, part.] spilt, shed, poured forth (6:145) V Ja 
... jl O.^ y ^ hj yij to ^ 

say, 7 do not find, in what has been revealed to me any that is 
forbidden to anyone [an eater] to eat, unless it be an 
unslaughtered dead animal, or spilt blood ...’ 

‘musdfihln [pi. of act. part. musdfih, fern. pi. 

musdfihdt] ones who commit acts of fornication, 
adulterers (4:25) jjkf ‘(fifiVj jiLi 

tuUajUii 'j)c. SO marry them with the consent of their people and 
give them their dowries in accordance with the norms [taking 
them] in wedlock, not as adulteresses. 

j/lj/o- s-f-r to reveal; to sweep away; to travel; (of daylight) to 
come or break. Philologists classify books and scribes under this 
root on the strength of shared radical consonants. The latter two 
concepts are, in fact, borrowings from Aramaic and/or Syriac. Of 
this root, six forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: '’asfara 

once; Sj^ musfiratun once; Sji-* safaratun once, safar seven 
times; jla2.i (1) ■’a^/dr once and jla2.i (2) ■’a^/dr once. 
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jsLi) ^asfara [v. IV, intrans.] to shine through, to reveal itself 
(74:34) jalo! by the dawn when it brightens [lit. uncovers 

its face]. 

Sj^ musfiratun [act. part, fern.] bright, shining, radiant 
(80:38) s'jw IJfj on that Day some faces will be beaming. 

SjLjj safaratun [pi. of n. JU sdfir] scribes (80:13-15) 

j'j^ ja’jx [written] on honoured, exalted, pure 
pages, by the hands of scribes. 

safar [n. pi. jlL-t (1) ^asfdr] journey, trip (9:42) jl 

ajiiV llija if it had been a gain near at hand and a 

short journey, they would have followed you\ *(2:283) jkik jfj 

if you are on a journey. 

jULi) (2) '’asfdr [pi. of n. sifr] book, tome (62:5) ojil 
Ijliu.! jUoaJI fiS U iiyjill IjLk those who have been 

charged with obedience to the Torah, but have failed to carry it 
out, are like asses carrying books. 

s-f-^" to taint black with other colours (in particular white), to 
slap with the open hand or (of a bird) with a wing; to drag along. 
Of this root, only ^iku nasfa" occurs once in the Qur’an. 

nasfa" [imperf. of v. ^ safda, intrans.] to drag, to seize, 
to grab (96:15) "ijil no indeed!, if he does not 

desist. We shall seize [him] by the forelock (or, smack him on the 
forehead). 

4!/Lj/ou s-f-k to shed tears or blood, to cause to flow. Of this root, 
only d^yasfik occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

4!^ yasfik [imperf. of v. safaka, trans.] to shed, to spill 
(2:30) 14 ^ Vai ‘cf t«ji do You place on it [the 

Earth] someone who will sow corruption in it and commit murder 
[lit. shed blood] ? 

J/ui/o- s-f-l to be low, to go low; to be base, to be vile. Of this root, 
five forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: J?'— sdfil twice; 
sdfilm once; JakI -^asfal four times; ^asfaUn twice and 
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sufla once. 

JiLui sdfil [act. part.; pi. ojlaU safilln] 1 lower part of an object, 
low positions (11:82) uiik and so when Our 

command came, We turned it [the town] upside down 2 base, 
abject; dilapidated, shrivelled (95:5) iUj'j'j p then We 

reduce (or, restore, return) him to the lowest of the low. 

jil-ii ^asfal [elat; fern. ^JiL sufla] 1 lower/lowest position, part, 
level (4:145) jUll (> [jj the hypocrites will be 

in the lowest depths of Hell 2 more debased, more degraded, more 
vanquished (41:29) U f lij IjjaS (jjiil Jlij 

(jjLVl (> Ujk2 Uol'aa! the disbelievers will say, ‘Our 

Lord, show us those of the jinn and the humans who led us astray, 
that we may put them under our feet, and they be among the 
lowest of the low. 

s-f-n to peel off, to bare; ship, ark, boat. Of this root, only 
saflnatun occurs four times in the Qur’ an. 

saflnatun [n.; pi. cjL sufun] ship, boat, ark (29:15) 
j so We saved him and those [with him] on the Ark. 

s-f-h to be ignorant, foolish, impulsive, weak in the mind; to 
be base. Of this root, five forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: 
safiha once; safah once; safdhatan twice; sajlh twice 
and sufahd^’ five times. 

kfui safiha a [v. trans.] to be ignorant, to commit degrading 
acts, to degrade, to be unwise, to lack good judgement, to act 
foolishly (2:130) Vj Uo ‘fc. ‘cylj who would 

forsake the faith of Abraham but the one who fools himself? 

Iji*- safahan [v. n. adverbially used] out of folly, foolishly 
(6:140) Jiij 144 -“ I aa they have lost indeed, 

those who kill their own children, foolishly, without knowledge. 

AAliui safdhatun [n./v. n.] folly, weak mindedness (7:66) Uj 
we certainly consider you as being foolish [lit. see you are 
in foolishness]. 
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saflh [n.; pi. sufahd'’] weak, or feeble-minded person, 
dim-witted person (2:282) V ‘j "J 14 ^ 

JiJlj jA dA b ^j)-»u.n but if the debtor is feeble-minded, 

weak or unable to dictate, then let his guardian dictate justly. 

j/j/o“ s-q-r heat of the sun, sunburn, sunstroke. Of this root, only 

saqar occurs four times in the Qur’an. 

jS*- saqar [proper name] epithet of Hell (54:48) 'CifAdA 'fji 
'JL. I jajj jkj jUll on the Day when they are dragged into 
Hell, on their faces, [they will be told], ‘Taste the touch of Hell. ’ 

s-q-t falling, falling down, falling off; to stumble upon; to 
deviate from; the low, base, reject. Of this root, five forms occur 
eight times in the Qur’an: saqata twice; suqita once; 

tusdqit once; ^4-4 tusqit three times and sdqit once. 

laiuj saqata u [v. intrans.; pass. v. iai- suqita] to fall, to fall 
down (6:59) 144X4 Vj i=Lu U'j and not a leaf falls, but He 

knows if, *(7:149) "^^4 they came to wring their hands in 

remorse, became regretful, or, confounded [lit. it was made to fall 
into their hands, a reference, perhaps, to the striking of hands 
together as a sign of helplessness]. 

141*4 tusdqit [imperf of v. Ill, trans.] to drop in a sequence, 
one after another, to cause to trail, to shower (19:25) fSjS l?jAj 

14=b 4 ^ 141*4 and shake the trunk of the palm tree 
towards you, it will shower upon you ripe dates. 

14 ^ tusqit [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to cause to fall down, to 
drop (34:9) ? 14JI UkX 1=2*4 or make fragments from the 
heavens fall down upon them. 

141 ** sdqit [act. part.] falling down (52:44) fUbll (> lal*S Tj'b bjj 
s-^lk** I 1141 ** and [even[ if they were to see a piece of 
heaven falling down, they would say, ‘[A mere] heap of clouds. ’ 

5-^-/roof, ceiling, covering, roofing, thatching; (of a man) 
to be tall and bent. Of this root, two forms occur four times in the 
Qur’an: ^42*- saqf three times and suqufonee. 




tjiu- saqf [n.; pi. UaL suquf and Uijal- suquf] roof, canopy 
(21:32) UiULo iUUl Ulaikj and We made the sky a well-secured 
canopy. 

?/i3/o^ s-q-m sickness, to be sick, to be ill-disposed, to be troubled. 
Of this root, only ^ saqlm occurs once in the Qur’an. 

f^saqlm [quasi-act. part.] sick, ill-disposed (37:89) Jlaa 
He said, 7 am ill, or, sick at heart’ (or, 7 am troubled 
[because of your worshipping of idols]’). 

(i/j/o- s-q-y to give to drink, to water (animals, plants or land), to 
make drink. Of this root, six forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: 
saqd eight times; '’asqd six times; '’istasqd twice; 

siqdyatun twice and suqyd once. 

yiui saqd i [v. trans.; pass. v. suqiya] 1 to give to drink, to 
serve a drink to (12:41) ^'j Ilf tjkUl fellow 

prisoners, one of you will serve his master with wine [to drink]', 
*(26:79) jA and the one who takes responsibility 

for me [lit. and He who gives me to eat and drink) (or, takes care 
of me) 2 to irrigate (2:71) Yj ’jp Jjii V SjSj it 

is a cow, not broken to plough the earth or water the tillage 3 
[elliptically, with no obj.] to perform the daily act/ritual of 
watering [animals or land] (28:23) 't> '4-j llTj 

'ajLu and when he arrived at the water ofMidian, he found a 
crowd of people watering [their flocks]. 

’’asqd [v. IV, doubly trans.] to make available for 
drinking, to provide for drinking (72:16) I f ‘j'j 

li'oc. iU if they went straight on the path. We would give 

them abundant water to drink 

^istasqd [v. X, trans.] 1 to ask someone for water, to 
seek water (7:160) jj Uakjf'j and We inspired 

Moses, when his people asked him for water 2 [with no obj.] to 
seek sources for drinking or irrigating, to pray for water (2:60) ij j 
Ulaa 5 u"jal and [remember] when 

Moses prayed for water for his people and We said, ‘Strike with 
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your staff the rock.' 

siqayatun I [v. n.] making water available for drinking, 
providing water for drinking (9:19) s'jUtj 
... Ailb ’u^ do you equate giving water to 

pilgrims and tending the Sacred Mosque with [the deeds of] those 
who believe in God and the Last Day ... .^ II [n.] a drinking cup 
(12:70) Jdj ff Jjik and when he 

provided them with their provisions, he placed the drinking cup in 
the pack of his brother. 

i^suqyd [v. n.] giving to drink, watering, irrigating (91:13) 
aJII aJII Jjl-'j Jlia the messenger of God said to them, 
[have regard for] God’s camel and for her drinking. 

s-k-b pouring out of liquid, flowing forth. Of this root, 
only ^ jSlio maskub occurs once in the Qur’an. 

ljjSLui maskub [pass, part.] poured out, made to flow 
(56:31) jSImi fUj and water made to flow. 

s-k-t being silent, becoming silent, silence, to stop talking, to 
stop moving; to abate. Of this root, only cjS:-. sakat occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

sakata u [v. intrans. with prep. I>] to let go of, to calm 
down, to abate (7:154) cjLj lli'j then when 

anger let go of Moses, he picked up the Tablets. 

j/S/qm s-k-r intoxicating drinks, intoxication, drowsiness, un 
consciousness; blocking a gap, corking a bottle. It has been 
suggested that intoxication, along with its derivatives, are 
borrowings from either Ethiopic or Aramaic. Of this root, four 
forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: 'jkl- sukkira once; 
sakar once; sakratun twice and ls sukdrd three times. 

sukkira [pass, of v. II] to be blocked up; to be intoxicated 
(15:14—15) eiijSjji t4jj IjJUl Aji Ijiiaa ^UiUl jjx lit) Ukja jlj 
hjLdl and even if We opened a gateway into Heaven for them and 
they rose through it, higher and higher, they would still say, ‘Our 
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eyes are hallucinating/our sight is blurred. ’ 

jiui sakar [n.] intoxicating drink, alcoholic drink; sweet juice 
(16i67) luak I5jjj Ijkij (jjjiai t-jUkVlj t>“j front the 

fruits of date palms and grapes you take intoxicants and 
wholesome provisions. 

sakratun [v. n.; n.] delirium, intoxication, tipsiness 
(15:72) "f4jj by your life, they are wandering 

on in their wild delirium', *(50:19) P">dl s'jklj throes of death [lit. 
the intoxication/confusion of death]. 

j jUL sukdrd [pi. of n. and quasi-act. part J sakrdn] one 
who is drunk or intoxicated (22:2) is'JSLu Uj ls'J^j 

and you will see people as if they are drunken—though they are 
not drunk. 

s-k-n to he quiet, to be still, to be tranquil, to inhabit, to 
dwell; to be poor; knife. It is possible that d^ sikkln is a 
borrowing from Syriac or Aramaic and saklnatun from 
Hebrew. Of this root, 13 forms occur 69 times in the Qur’an: 
sakana 14 times; d^ tuskan once; '^askin five times; d^ 
sakan three times; sdkin once; saklnatun six times; cfLd 
maskan once; jSUx masdkin 11 times; maskunatun once; 

maskanatun twice; df^ miskln 11 times; dfh^ masdkin 12 
times and d^ sikkln once. 

sakana u [v. intrans. pass. v. d^ tuskan] 1 to inhabit, to 
dwell in, to live in (14:45) ^4-^^ ^you lived 
in the dwellings of those who wronged themselves before 2 to rest 
(27:86) ^ ^ lik h! do they not see that 

We made the night for them to rest in, and the day for sight/to 
see?', *(6:13) lP^ the creation, collectively, or 

all created beings belong to Him [lit. all that rest by night and 
rest by day belong to Him]', *(7:189) Ipj so that he might 
find peace and tranquillity in her company. 

(1)^1 "askin [imper. of v. IV, trans.] 1 to house (without rent) 
(65:6) pA-j ‘cy house them [the wives you are 

divorcing] in the same way you house yourselves, according to 
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your means 2 to establish in, to settle someone in (14:37) lij 
^ 'Sic. ^ j'j ts) Jit. (^jj ■(> eajSl.! our Lord, I have settled 
some of my ojfspring in an uncultivated valley, close to Your 
Sacred House 3 to cause to infiltrate, to cause to seep through 
(23:18) ji iU ^14141 Uljjfj We sent water down 

from the sky in due measure and settled it into the earth 4 to 
quieten, to bring to a standstill (42:33) jSI jj '^J\ cfLL *Uu ‘(jj 
^jc if He wills. He stills the wind, so that they [boats/ships] 
lie motionless on its [the Sea’s] back. 

0^ sakan [v. n./n.] 1 dwelling, a place of rest (16:80) l1«- j 
and God has appointed for you, of your houses, 
places of rest 2 peace and tranquillity (9:103) J\ 

and [Prophet] pray for them—your prayer is a comfort to 
them 3 rest, resting (6:96) J41I Ji4-j [He it is] the 

cleaver of the dawn, and He made the night for resting. 

(IjiLui sdkin [act. part.] motionless, still (25:45) 4 £'j <^1 'J jji 

USUj ’■daJS il4 "jTj JiJI i have you not considered the way of your 
Lord, how He lengthens the shadow ?-had He willed. He could 
have made it still. 

sakinatun [n.] 1 peace and tranquillity (9:26) Jj\ 
[jjioylll Jcj fdjl-'j then God sent His calm onto His 

Messenger and the believers 2 good tidings (in an interpretation 
of verse 2:248) "^j I> 5 Ui cli j)hll ‘J the proof of 

his sovereignty will be that the Ark [of the Covenant] will come to 
you, containing [the gift of[ tranquillity from your Lord. 

maskan [n.; pi. masdkin] a dwelling place (34:15) jsI 
Aft. ^ liJ (jlS there was for the people of Sheba, in 

their dwelling place a sign, two gardens. 

AjjSLui maskunatun [pass, part.] inhabited, lived in by people, 
used as a house * Jjc. buildings not used for private 
occupancy [either vacant or public buildings] (24:29) 

^ jjc. I jli-jj [j] you will not be blamed for 
entering vacant/public buildings [lit. uninhabited houses] in 
which there is some errand/business for you. 

maskanatun [n.] misery and abasement, wretchedness 
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(2:61) CmJ^j humiliation and wretchedness were 

stamped upon them. 

miskln [n.; pi. masdkln] 1 poor, humble, weak 

person (18:79) ll! as for the boat, it 

belonged to some poor people working on the sea 2 [jur.] a 
person qualifying for alms on the grounds of owning far less than 
his daily needs but, because he begs, is considered to be in a 
better situation than the jjaa (faqir) (q.v.) (9:60) fljSsJ! Uij 

... pjSUiidl j charity is only for the destitute and for the poor, ...; 
(76:8) and they give food, 

for the love of Him [also interpreted as: even though they long for 
it themselves], to a [begging] poor person, an orphan and a 
captive. 

sikkln [n.] knife (12:31) cSiWj and gave 

each one of them a knife. 

s-l-b to strip, to peel off; to plunder, to carry off by force; a 
row of palm trees, road. Of this root, only yaslubhum occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tjiuu yaslub [imperf. of v. sjLo salaba, doubly bans.] to 
plunder, to snatch away, to rob, to carry off (22:73) ^4)^ bjj 

kio tj.yyru.n y 144 . and if the flies rob them of something, they can 
not rescue it from them. 

s-l-h arms, arming, fortifications; (of camels) to become 
fleshy; excreting. Of this root, only '’aslihatun occurs four 
times in the Qur’ an. 

^aslihatun [pi. of n. sildh] arms, weapons (4:102) 
and let them be on their guard and [be armed 

with] their weapons. 

s-l-kh to strip off the hide, or skin, of an animal, to pull off; 
to bone, to extricate; (of months) to pass away, to depart. Of this 
root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: naslakh once 

and '’insalakha twice. 
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naslakh [imperf. of v. salkha, trans.] to extricate, to 
peel off, to strip away (36:37) ^ lP^ JP kJVj 

and a sign for them is the night, from which We strip the daylight, 
and—lo and behold!—they are in darkness. 

dnsalakha [v. VII, intrans.] 1 to pass away, to become 
detached (9:5) IpsVl jcLul liU when the [four] forbidden 
months have passed 2 to cast off, to abandon, to forsake 
(7:175) ^ciouli lioi iuili ti Jjfj and recite to them the 
story of the one We gave Our messages, yet he tore himself away 
from them. 

salsabll, a quintupal word, occurring once in the Qur’ an. It is 
also classified under various other roots: lp/J/lp s-l-s (to be 
smooth, easy flowing, soft, easy of manner); djo^ldjo^ s-l-s-l (to 
be sweet and thirst quenching); and J/J/o" s-l-l (to extract gently 
and unobtrusively). Also said to be a borrowing. 

Jjpiui salsabll [quasi-act. part.; n.] palatable and easy on the 
gullet; choicest of wine; proper name for a spring in Paradise 
(76:17—18) 5> jr .. iV .. i Ipi Guc. !;lupj ijJLJij and 

they will be given a drink infused with ginger from a spring called 
Salsabll. 

djo^ldjo^ s-l-s-l the word pX* silsilatun is classified by the 
philologists either under o^jdjo^ s-l-s, (to be smooth, easy 
flowing, soft, easy of manner); and under s-l-s-l, (of 

water) to be sweet, palatable or easy flowing. It is not difficult to 
see the semantic connection between these and the derivatives 
meaning ‘chain’ and ‘sequence’. However, a foreign origin has 
been suggested for U^L, either from Syriac or Aramaic. Of this 
root, two words occur three times in the Qur’an: UX- silsilatun 
once and lP5X sildsal twice. 

silsilatun [n.; pi. saldsil] chain (69:32) U-jp P 
i jSLli liljj [jjiX tjijj and roll him up in a chain the length of 
which is seventy cubits. 


s-l-t power, authority, mastery; to prevail, to predominate; 
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being hard; argument. A foreign origin for the word sultan 
has been suggested, either through Syriac or Aramaic. Of this 
root, two forms occur 39 times in the Qur’an: iX. sallata twice 
and cP=!L sultan 37 times. 

.Jalui sallata [v. II, trans.] to give power or authority over others 
to a person, to set someone upon someone else (4:90) 
jlilila if God had willed it He could have set them 

upon you, and they would have fought you. 

sultan [nominalised v. n.] 1 power, control (14:22) t-j 
^ "J 7] (jUX ^Jfor I [Satan] had no power 

over you, but that I called you, and you answered me 2 status 
(69:29) ^UX 211* my status has vanished away from me 3 

proof, supporting evidence (52:38) phii 5 Ui ^ 

jjX ijUXu or do they have a ladder to eavesdrop on?, then let 
their eavesdropper produce a clear proof 4 mandate (17:33) I>j 
tisil !ia UUX 5 urjl UIX 14jiX cfea and whoever has been 

slain unjustly-We have given mandate to the custodian of his 
rights, so let him not be excessive in slaying 5 permission, 
authorisation (55:33) jlial IjX JultiXI jj 

(jUXj 7] (jjX V Ijiiila i_ 4 =jVrj pI'jXll assembly of jinn and 
humankind, if you can pass through the regions of heaven and 
earth, then pass-you will not pass except with an authorisation 
(‘scientific’ interpreters of the Qur’an see in this verse a prophecy 
foretelling space travel) 6 convincing explanation (27:21) 
jjX (jUXu ji XjiSf ji ItsX UX I will punish him severely, or 
kill him, unless he brings me a convincing reason for his absence. 

s-l-f to go past, to precede, to come to an end; to go over; to 
level up; to give an advance, previous generations. Of this root, 
three forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: uL salafa five 
times; '^aslafa twice and IX salafan once. 

(-X salafa u [v. intrans.] to go past, to happen in the past 
(4:23) <-X ja U Vj Iji-X "jjlj ... eitojk 

Forbidden to you are your mothers, ..., being married to two 
sisters simultaneously—with the exception of what took place in 
the past. 
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tilui) ^aslaf [v. IV, intrans.] to have previously acted, 
committed, achieved, done (10:30) cjiLf U then 

and there every soul will experience what it did in the past. 

UIui salafan [v. n.; n.] a thing of the past, precedent (43:56) 
UL. We made them a thing of the past and an 

example for later people. 

ii/djiy s-l-q to throw on the hack, to flay with a whip; to insult; to 
scald; to lacerate the skin; boiling, cooking lightly by boiling; 
intrinsic nature. Of this root, only ^jSL salaqukum occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

Jlui salaqa u [v. trans.] to hurt, to insult, to lacerate (33:19) lili 
jIV jSL j but when fear has passed, they lash at 

you with sharp tongues. 

s-l-k to go along, to pursue a course of action; to enter into, 
to infiltrate, to insinuate, to cause to be absorbed; to thread a 
needle; thread; passage. Of this root, only 41L. salaka occurs 15 
times in the Qur’ an. 

4!Xui salaka u [v. trans.] 1 to open up (a road), to pave (20:53) 
aL j r4- l54- tie who spread out for you 

the earth, and opened up for you in it ways 2 to cause to enter, to 
squeeze in, to cram in, to shove in (74:42) 'JLi U what 

drove you into the Scorching Fire? 3 to infiltrate, to insinuate 
(26:200) (jiojaJdl ujia and thus We insinuate it 

straight through the hearts of the guilty 4 to roll up, to truss 
(69:32) i j^li tljj 'dJ^ p and roll him up in a 

chain the length of which is seventy cubits 5 to follow an 
appointed path (16:69) 5Uj JL (_sSLli jk then 

eat of all kinds of fruits and follow the paths of your Lord, [made] 
accessible [for you]. 

s-l-l to extract gently and unobtrusively, to pull out strands of 
wool; pedigree, breed; to move about stealthily. Of this root, two 
forms occur three times in the Qur’an: yatasallalun once 

and 51)12 suldlatun twice. 



yatasallalun [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to steal away, to 
move about stealthily (24:63) liljl God is 

well aware of those of you who steal away surreptitiously. 

suldlatun [n.] extract, essence, strain, stock (23:12) aalj 
ijjJa ‘ijx. ‘ijx. jUiuVI Uali. indeed, We created man from a stock of 
clay. 

^l6lo^ s-l-m peace, safety, tranquillity; completeness; being free 
from obstacles; to submit to, to become resigned to; to hand over; 
ladder, staircase; to receive, to stroke, finger bones. Of this root, 
18 forms occur 140 times in the Qur’an: sallama six times; JX-I 
""aslama 22 times; ^4-- silm once; (4- salm twice; salam five 
times; sdlimun once; salam 42 times; sallm twice; 

^isldm eight times; muslim twice; o244 muslimayn 
once; C)j4^ muslimun 36 times; 444 muslimatun once; eijl44 
muslimdt twice; 44«i musallamatun three times; j.4u tasllm three 
times; tj j4 . n . 4 mustaslimun once and (4-. sallam twice. 

sallama I [v. II, intrans.] 1 to submit to a verdict, to give in 
(4:65) 44u Ij4.4j 445 tlx 14j4 ^ Ij4.j V p and then they 

will find no constraint in their hearts regarding your judgement, 
and yield completely 2 [with prep. to greet, to salute 
(24:27) 144 ! 1 and greet their inhabitants’, *(33:56) Ij4. 

44u 1 jX.j 5 ult bless him [the Prophet] and salute him with 
greetings of peace (or, surrender yourselves completely to his 
guidance) 3 [with no notion of an obj.] to spare [from a bad 
outcome], to bail out, to save the day (8:43) JXil I'j,^ ‘^vj "/j 
j4o 41 [jSij i^'jlXj had He shown them to you as many, 

you would certainly have lost heart and disputed about the 
matter, but God saved the day II [v. II, trans.] to hand over 
(2:233) 4 I'jj j-U4 X 1bjj 

^j’jXlj and if you wish to have your children suckled [by 
someone other than the mother] there will be no blame attached 
to you, provided you pay an agreed amount in a fair manner. 

'’aslama I [v. IV, intrans.] 1 to surrender, to submit, to 
devote oneself (3:83) pI'jXll o- jx! kSj 41 ^*2 jX! 

4"j£j 14"j4 do they seek anything other than submission to God?, 



Everyone in the heavens and earth submits to Him willingly or 
unwillingly 2 to resign oneself, to come to accept (37:103) uL! Ilia 
so when they came to accept and he laid him upon his 
forehead 3 to profess the religion of Islam, to become a Muslim 
(49:17) I "(jl 0 - 4 ^ they count it as a favour to you 
[Prophet], that they have become Muslims II [v. IV, trans.] 
*(2:112) 541 JXo! he who submits his whole being to God 
[lit. face]. 

silm [n.] peace; self-surrender (a large number of 
commentators, however, interpret this word as meaning ‘the 
religion of Islam’ in spite of contextual incompatibility) 
(2:208) ^14 IjLi-al Ijioli (jjjll you who believe, enter 

wholeheartedly into complete submission to God. 

salm [n.] peace (8:61) 141 jXJl I jki. ‘Jfj but if they lean 
towards peace, then lean towards it [as well]. 

salam I [n.] peace, end of hostility (4:90) JJa jTjSLI tjli 
yil Ua jiill I'jSl!j jJjli so if they leave you 
alone and do not fight you, and offer you peace, then God gives 
you no way against them II [quasi-pass, part.] wholly devoted to, 
wholly belonging to (39:29) 5 ua Xlo 1011 Lj'j4= 

Jkjl 14L, !4kjj God sets forth a parable-of a man belonging to 
partners who are at odds with one another, and a man belonging 
wholly to one man. 

t:)>»lLui sdlimun [pi. of act. part. jOU sdlim] safe and sound, not 
threatened (68:43) 1 "-ssj they were 

invited to prostrate themselves when they were safe [but refused]. 

salam I [n.] 1 peace (5:16) l!j 4 j lOll 5 U 
With which God guides those who follow what pleases Him to the 
paths of peace-, *(59:23) J.5110I the King, the Holy One, 

the Source of Peace', *(6:127) ^>5001 jb Paradise [lit. the house of 
peace] 2 safety, security (21:69) ^ jUU Gia 

[but] We said, ‘Fire, be coolness and safety for Abraham’ 3 
greeting of peace (56:91) ofeOll 211 and so ‘Peace be 

on you’ [will be said to you] by the companions on the Right, 
*(6:54) 1444 ‘Peace be upon you’ II [adverbially] 1 greeting 
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of peace to you (51:25) 1 jlUa IjL'j jj they went in to see 

him and said, ‘greetings of peace’', *(56:26) Vj only 

agreeable speech [will they hear in Paradise] [lit. but a saying of 
‘Peace, peace’] 2 being clear, or quit, of (25:63) *Tj 

1 jlli and when the ignorant speak to them, they say: ‘We have 
nothing to do with you [lit. are quit of you] ’ (or, they say ‘in 
Peace ’). 

sallm [quasi-act. part.] 1 pure, wholesome, sound, free of 
evil (26:89) except for the one who comes 

before God with a pure heart 2 sick, heavy, troubled (in one 
interpretation of 37:84) ^ ^'j ili- 4 when he came to his 

Lord with a troubled (or, a pure) heart. 

dsldm I [n.] total surrender (3:19) 5011 'Xx. [jjill [jj 

True Religion, in God’s eyes, is total surrender [to Him] 2 [with 
the definite article ‘’al-^’isldm] the religion of Islam (5:3) J.jj11 
Ujj 141 cjLsf today I have 

perfected your religion for you, completed My blessing upon you, 
and sanctioned for you Islam [the total submission to God] as 
religion II [v. n.] (act of) surrendering, submitting (9:74) Ijlli jsij 
'4<j I jjaS'j ja41l but they certainly did speak the word of 
disbelief and became disbelievers after having submitted. 

f^muslim [act. part] 1 one who submits [to God] (2:133) 

<1 tP-lj ^ “1J ^^1^ Ij we will 

worship your God and the God of your fathers, Abraham, Ishmael 
and Isaac, one single God-we submit ourselves to Him 2 one who 
professes the faith of Islam (22:78) liA Jja ]> 'oiXOOl 'Jk, 
He has called you Muslims-both in the past and in this [Book] 3 
one showing obedience (27:38) ‘J 

which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me in 
obedience [to my bidding]? 

kAuiia musallamatun [pass, part.] 1 free of faults, free of 
blemishes (2:71) ^ V 'LAoL Vj l 4 =jVi 'jjS Jjli Sf Sji 

tfcji it is a cow, not broken in to plough the earth or water the 
tillage, perfect and unblemished 2 handed over (4:92) 

50*1 and compensation/blood money handed to his [the victim’s] 
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folk. 

tasllm [v. n. of v. II, adverbially used] 1 surrendering, 
yielding (4:65) UX4 Ik'j^ ISf and 

then they will find no constraint in their hearts regarding your 
judgement, and yield completely 2 greeting with the words 
‘peace’ (33:56) IjX-'j ^ bless him [the Prophet] and 
salute him with greetings of peace (or, surrender yourselves 
completely to his guidance). 

mustaslimun [pi. of mustaslim\ act. part.] those 
submitting, surrendering (37:26) tSi no indeed!, 

they will be in complete submission on this Day. 

^ sullam [n.] ladder (52:38) ^ ^ or do they 

have a ladder from which they [are able to] eavesdrop? 

Sulaymdn (see alphabetically). 

s-l-w consolation, solace. The philologists derive c 5 salwd, 
quail, from this root, but it has also been suggested that the word 
is a borrowing from Aramaic. Of this root, only salwd 
occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

^al-salwd [coll, n.] quail (7:160) Uljjf'j 

■^Ua'jj U ■(> I jK and We sent down upon them manna and 
quails; eat of the good things We have provided you. 

Sulaymdn [proper name, of Hebrew origin, occurring 17 times 
in the Qur’an] the Prophet Solomon (I Kings XI.I-IO) 
(27:16) Jjfj [jU<ulL cjj'jj and Solomon succeeded David. 

The Qur’an relates how Solomon was endowed with wise 
judgement (21:78); how God gave him command of the wind and 
the jinn (21:81) and enabled him to understand the speech of 
birds and insects (27:16); and how God tested him by placing a 
body on his throne and how he repented as a result (38:34). His 
death was noted only as a result of his body collapsing after the 
insects of the earth had gnawed the staff upon which he had been 
leaning (34:14). Stories about Solomon appear in Suras 27 and 
34. 



j/j»/ou s-m-d to be elevated, to raise the head and thrust out the ehest 
in pride; to be heedless; to be playful; to be eareless. Of this root, 
only samidun oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

J-Lui samid [aet. part.] (one who is) proud; playful; rejoieing; 
heedless (53:59—61) Ij* 

(jjlo'— do you marvel at this statement, laughing heedlessly 
instead of weeping, and playfully amusing yourselves? 

s-m-r the eolour brown, eolour of dusk; moonlight, nightly 
ehats (i.e. ehats eondueted in the moonlight), soeialising by night. 
The philologists derive 1/j-'-- sdmiriyy from Sj-LJI ^al-sdmiratu, a 
tribe of the Children of Israel, whieh in turn they regard as a 
derivative of this root. Of this root, two forms oeeur four times in 
the Qur’an: Ij-U sdmiran onee and ^al-Sdmiriyy three 

times. 

j-Lui sdmir [aet. part; eoll. n.; n. of plaee] one who partieipates 
in a night-time ehat; a group of sueh people; a plaee where people 
gather at night for eonversation (23:66-7) cxiis. aa 

^ time and time again My 

messages were recited to you, but you turned arrogantly on your 
heels, and spent the evenings making fun of it [the Qur’an] in 
your place of gathering. 

'’al-Sdmiriyy [n.] someone from the tribe of Samaria, a 
Samaritan (20:95) 1?U«a Jli Moses said, ‘And what was 
the matter with you, Samaritan?’ 

The Qur’an states how this man took advantage of Moses’ 
absenee and eorrupted the faith of his people by turning the gold 
they had been earrying into an effigy of a ealf and then 
eonvineing them that it was their god. Moses deelared him 
untouehable and banished him after making him witness the filing 
away of the effigy of the ealf and seattering it in the sea. Asad 
puts forward an interesting theory deseribing the man as an 
Egyptian sehemer, a ‘stranger, foreigner’ eon vert who joined the 
Exodus but was still adhering to the eult of Apis (see note 70 on 
20:85). 
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th/o^ s-m-'" to hear, to listen; fame. Of this root, 11 forms occur 
185 times in the Qur’an: ^ sami‘'a 78 times; "’asma’^a 11 
times; ,*^1 ^asmi‘' twice; yassamma‘'un once; 

^istama‘'a 16 times; sam‘' 22 times; ,*^>.<4^ saml‘' 47 times; 

samma'^un four times; musmi‘' once; musma'" 
once and mustami^' twice. 

sami‘'a a [v. trans.] 1 to hear (24:16) U )ila a J,ux^ ij VjTj 

JJSjj "(jl Ul (jjSj if only when you heard it you had said, ‘It is not 
[proper] for us to speak of this!’-, *(2:171) ifajj itti Vj V U a 
dumb animal [lit. one who hears nothing but a shout and a cry^ 2 
[with prep, j] to hear of (12:31) euLji [j* Ilia so when 

she heard of their malicious talk, she sent for them 3 to have the 
faculty of hearing (19:42) Vj ^2^ Sf U ilu JJ why do you 
worship something that can neither hear nor see?! 4 to listen 
(41:26) JVja I jillu y \j'JS, (jjil Jlij the disbelievers say, ‘Do 
not listen to this Qur’an’ 5 to obey, to listen to (36:25) 

/ believe in your Lord, so listen to me/obey me 6 to 
know, to acknowledge (58:1) Wjj J4\ Jja ^ aa 

God has heard the words of the one who disputes with you 
[Prophet] concerning her husband and complains to God. 

jluii ^asma^a [v. IV, trans.] 1 to cause someone to hear, to 
reach the hearing of (43:40) ^2^ ejjfi! can you [Prophet] 

make the deaf hear? 2 to give the ability of hearing to (8:23) jij 
2111 if God had known there was any good in 
them. He would have made them able to hear. 

_j '’asmP bi [exclamation (also possibly the imperative of 
’’asma'^af] ‘How sharp of hearing!’ (19:38) how 

sharp of hearing, how sharp of sight [they are]! 

i^jfuiu4 yassamma'^un [an assimilated form of qjjILm 
yatasamma’^un, imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to eavesdrop, to 
endeavour to hear (37:8) Mj!!- ij^ I> JkSfl 5U11 (Jj 7 

they cannot eavesdrop on the Supreme Assembly/Heavenly Host, 
and they are pelted from every side. 

^istama‘’a I [v. VIII, intrans.] 1 to listen in (72:1) ‘ji 
[jaJI (> "jij y it has been revealed to me that a company of 
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the jinn listened in [on a recitation of the Qur’an] 2 [with prep. J] 
to listen to, to accept and obey (20:13) U1 Ulj I 

have chosen you, so listen to what is being revealed II [v. VIII, 
trans.] to hear (21:2) ’r>* j »Vj dj'jki "^j jki U 

whatever new revelation comes to them from their Lord, they but 
hear it while they are playing. 

sam‘’ [n./v. n.] 1 the sense of hearing (32:9) ^ p 

jU^Vl j l54-j 5 ^^jj I> then He moulded him; He breathed 

His spirit into him; He gave you hearing, sight... 2 (act of) 
hearing (18:101) V Ijjlkj ‘cfp- cjjlk 

those whose eyes were blind to My signs, those who were 
unable to hear 3 overhearing (26:212) 'df )4jj indeed 

they are barred from [over] hearing', *(72:9) jtllo listening 
posts [lit. seats for listening]', *(15:18) t> he who 

eavesdrops', *(26:223) (jjaJj they readily lend an ear to, they 
listen in. 

samr [intens. act. part.] sharp of hearing (76:2) Uali- Uj 
iUIataj <4(4 ^iLj ‘df 'cjLdi\ We create man from a 
drop of mingled sperm-fluid, putting him to the test; so We made 
him sharp of hearing, sharp of seeing', *(2:127) 
attribute of God] the All-Hearing, the Giver of Hearing. 

sammd‘’ [intens. act. part.] 1 one given to listening (5:42) 
uiSU listening eagerly to falsehood 2 too obedient 

(9:47) df^t^ ‘pAj and in your midst are some who willingly 
listen to/obey them. 

musmi‘’ [act. part] one who causes others to hear (35:22) 
jjill ^ ejj] Uj you cannot make those in the graves hear. 

l-'LtU musma‘’ [pass, part] made to hear *(4:46) 'Jy. 
listen, you may never be made to hear! (or, may you not hear!, 
you may become deaf). 

mustami^’ [act part] one who is listening (52:38) p 
diL ijUaLu P’> . /u . !a pUSa ^ or do they have a ladder to 

eavesdrop from [lit. on] ?, then let their eavesdropper produce a 
clear proof. 
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s-m-k height, loftiness; building, support, roofing; fish. Of 
this root, only samkaha occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

samk [n.] elevation, height (79:28) 14 £<u.o ^'j raising 

it high and perfecting it. 

(‘/(‘/o" s-m-m poison, venom; pore of the body, very small hole, eye 
of a needle; hot, dust-carrying wind; people close to the self. Of 
this root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: samm once 
and samum three times. 

Jwui samm [n.] a very small hole *(7:40) the eye of a 

needle. 

^al-samum [n.] scorching wind (also said to be cold 
wind) (15:27) jU o- iUSik the jinn We created 
before, from the fire of scorching wind. 

s-m-n to be fat, to fatten; melted purified butter. Of this root, 
three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: oAAyusmin once 
samln once and oW* simdn twice. 

yusmin [imperf of v. IV '’asmana, trans.] to fatten, to 
benefit, to nourish (88:6-7) I> Vj V I> Vj 
^ jk with no food for them except bitter dry thorns that neither 
nourish nor satisfy hunger. 

samm [quasi-act. part.; pi. oW- simdn] fat, well-fed 
(12:43) ^ ls J (fil I see [in my dreams] 

seven fat cows being eaten by seven lean ones. 

s-m-w loftiness, height; skies; high station, nobility, honour; 
mark; to name; name, naming. Of this root, nine forms occur 381 
times in the Qur’an: sammd seven times; tusammd 

once; ^*2.4 tasmiyatun once; musammd 21 times; Ikko 

samiyyd twice; (>1*1 '’ism 27 times; »Ul*i ’asmd’ 12 times; 
’al-samd’ 120 times and 4*1 jLUl ’al-samdwdt 190 times. 

yltui sammd [v. II, trans.] 1 to name (3:36) and I 

have named her Mary 2 to contrive, to invent (12:40) I> U 
jjUaSl* ‘ijx. kill Jjj| U ‘(.ajl Ujlajlk* 1111*1 yi jofi those whom 



you worship, apart from Him, are but [mere] names you and your 
forefathers have contrived; God has sent down no sanction for 
them. 

tusammd [pass, imperf. v.] to be called, to be named, to 
be addressed as (76:18) lii. [from] a spring in it 

called Salsabil. 

tasmiyatun [v. n.] naming (53:27) 
they name the angels with female designations. 

musammd [pass, part.] named, specified, appointed, 
determined (2:282) i jj^U ‘^12; Ijj when you 

contract a debt, one from another, for a specified term, put it 
down in writing. 

samiyya [quasi-pass, part] 1 namesake (19:7) <2^.1 

4J whose name [will] be John-We gave his name to 
no one before 2 equal, similar (19:65) Uj (jlajSflj t-JJ 

y JJki Ja Lord of the heavens and earth and 

what is in between, worship Him and be steadfast in worshipping 
Him—do you know any equal to Him? 

Hsm [n.; pi. '’asmd'’] 1 name (55:78) 

^rjkvij J54JI blessed is the name of your Lord, the Lord of Majesty 
and Honour-giving 2 attribute, designation (49:11) IjJjli Sf'j 

(jUjVl 'Sju jjLill JloVI and do not revile one another with 
nicknames; how evil an attribute is ungodliness after belief. 

fUuJ) ^al-samd'^ [n.; pi. cj! jUJI ^al-samdwdt] 1 sky, space 
above (2:22) iU ^UUl j and He sent water down from the 

sky 2 Heaven (17:95) tfjji ji 1)5 

V j2'j ISL fU«Ul (> say, ‘If there were angels walking about on 
earth, feeling at ease. We would have sent them an angel from 
Heaven as a messenger’ 3 one of the seven entities above 
(41:12) .1:241 Ijjjj .122 (_)£ ^ ^ ^jaI 1 

Uito.'j lojoll so He ordained them seven heavens in two days, 

and assigned in each heaven its order, and We adorned the 
nearest heaven with lanterns [for light] and security (or, made 
them secure). 
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s-n-b-l some philologists derive the word sunbulatun, 
ear of com, from s-b-l (to elongate, to lengthen), but 

others derive it from s-n-b-l which is also associated 

with lengthening and elongating. A foreign origin has also been 
suggested for it, possibly Aramaic. Of this root, four forms occur 
five times in the Qur’an: sunbulatun once; Jjhl.- sanabil 

once; sunbul once and sunbulat twice. 

sunbulatun [n.; pi. sanabil and euiUjl- sunbulat, coll, 
n. sunbul] an ear of cereal, a spike of grain (2:261) ojill 

4jLo 4';'i.a (Jjljlo JwS 6j^W thg 

likeness of those who spend their wealth in God’s cause is as the 
likeness of a grain that produces seven ears, each bearing a 
hundred grains. 

sinatun (see Ct/o^/j w-s-n). 

^lo/o^ s-n-d to support, to prop up, to recline. Of this root, only 
musannadatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

SjIu6 musannadatun [pass. part. fern, of v. II 26. sannad] 
propped up, supported (63:4) I jlj£ 6jj "(4-6k! lijj 

s2jl6 L-6ui. jil when you see them, their outward appearance 

pleases you—when they speak, you listen to what they say—but they 
might as well be propped-up timbers. 

(jjlilu sundus, an early borrowing from Persian occurring three times 
in the Qur’an, meaning fine silk (18:31) 6^ Ijlai- 6 j^j 

they will be wearing garments of fine green silk. 

s-n-m to be high, to rise, to be the top part, camel hump. Of 
this root, only ^66 tasnlm occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tasnlm [n./v. n.] as a noun, it is said to be a name for a 
water spring in Paradise; as a verbal noun, it is said to mean being 
high or in a high place (83:27) "u- and mixed with the 

water of Tasnlm [also: it is composed of all that is most exalting]. 

CijCilo^ s-n-n tooth, teething; age, year; blade, sharpening; handsome 



face; legislating; method of doing things; precedent. There is a 
degree of overlapping between this root and roots o/o/o" s-n-h 
and j/o/o‘ s-n-w. Of this root, four forms occur 21 times in the 
Qur’an: sinn twice; ^ sunnatun 14 times; cJ^ sunan twice 

and masnuti three times. 

0^ sinn [n.] tooth (5:45) and a tooth for a tooth. 

sunnatun [n.; pi. sunan] 1 modes or manners or 
customs of life and living, norms, established practices (3:137) 

^ I Ijrc cjL ways of 

life have been established before your time-travel through the 
land and see how those who disbelieved ended up\ *(35:43) 
(j/jVl the ways or the practices (or, the norms governing the life) 
of previous cultures 2 practice, law, way (33:62) 

Xiu AjU yj y this has been God’s way with those who 
went before; you will find no change in God’s way. 

Cjj^masnun [pass, part.] honed, formed, shaped, cast (15:26) 
ijjLd y y (jLuVI Uali. aaTj We created man out of dried 

clay taken from shaped dark mud. 

—‘“/o/o^ s-n-h year, season, passing of time; to remain, (of food and 
drink) to alter in quality.There is a degree of overlapping between 
this root and roots ij/ij/o^ s-n-n and s-n-w. Of this root, 

only -d^yatasannah occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Aluijj yatasannah [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to change in quality 
with the passing of time, to rot, to become putrid (2:259) yj yjli 
2Ut»ia so look at your food and drink: it has not 
changed with the passage of the years. 

j/olo^ s-n-w shining, glittering, lightning; high rank, climbing; 
irrigation, watering. 54-. sanatun, year, may be a derivative of this 
root if its third radical is considered to be j (w). There is a degree 
of uncertainty about and overlapping between the roots Cj/Ci/o^ s- 
n-n and —a/o/o" s-n-h. Of this root, three forms occur 20 times in 
the Qur’an: 12-. sand once; 52-. sanatun seven times; and y-. sinln 
12 times. 
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U-i Sana [n.] flashing, radiance, gleam (24:43) 12-. ilS) 

the flash of its lightning almost snatches away [eye] 

sights. 

sanatun [n., pi. sinln] year (46:15) ^ and 

reached forty years', *(2:96) ‘f jj) any of them 

would long to be granted longevity forever [lit. a thousand years]', 
*(7:130) (jjjUlj b’jt'ji Ji bii-l oaTj We tried Pharaoh’s people with 
the passage of time [lit. the years]', *(26:205) (jj*-- "(jj c4'J\ 
have you considered, if we let them enjoy this life for a while [lit. 
some years]', *(18:11) a great number of years [lit. years 

by counting]. 

s-h-r staying up at night, insomnia; the earth’s surface, the 
Earth, desert. Of this root, only SjaU sdhiratun occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

S^LuJI '^al-sdhiratu [n.] flat, featureless earth (suggested also to 
mean Hell or the place of Judgement) (79:13-14) sV' j 
'ijA\Ua JJk lili all it will take is a single blast, and they will be on 
the flat plain. 

s-h-l to he level, smooth, easy, convenient; amiable. Of this 
root, only Jj«l. suhul occurs once in the Qur’an. 

suhul [pi. of n. sahl] plains, flat earth (7:74) ^ 

I jjLas t«Jj^ O- and [We[ established you in the land, 

that you take for yourselves palaces on its plains. 

s-h-m share, luck; arrow; area of land, drawing lots, 
haggardness of face. Of this root, only sdhama occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

^Lui sdhama [v. Ill, intrans.] to draw lots (37:140-1) jj! jj 
(jlSa j»AUa ijjkAoll cdlall he fled to the overloaded ship, 
cast lots, and suffered defeat. 

s-h-w to he inattentive, absent-minded, distracted; 
well-disposed. Of this root, only ijjaU. sdhun occurs twice in the 
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i/j/u- 


Qur’an. 

sahun [pi. of act. part. oU sahin] inattentive, heedless, 
forgetful, neglectful (107:5) "ijc. those who are 

heedless of their prayer. 

i/j/u-' s-w-'’ to be or become bad, evil, wicked; to deteriorate; to 
afflict, to hurt, to vex, to torment, to trouble, to make sorry. Of 
this root, 12 forms occur 167 times in the Qur’an: sd^’a 27 

times; sfa three times; ^asd^a five times; » saw^ nine 
times; su^a once; sayyi^ four times; sayyi^atun 22 
times; cuUulii sayyi^dt 36 times; saw^atun twice; saw^dt 
five times; 1 jl.-! '’aswa'’ twice and t-i^musV once. 

f Lui sd^’a u I [v. intrans.] this particular form of the verb occurs 
only in the perfect and is always used inter) ectionally in the sense 
of ‘How very bad!’, ‘How ill-advised!’, ‘How abominable!’ 
(16:59) 4-1^jjjA 4 6 .. * < ') ^ U4 ls 

U pL, yi he hides away from the people because of the evil 
of what he has been told; should he keep it [the newly born baby 
girl] in humiliation (or, and suffer humiliation himself) or bury it 
in the dust?, how evil is their judgement! II [v. trans.; pass. 
sVa\ to afflict, to displease, to grieve, to cause agony, to injure 
(3:120) 42^^ "(jj if any goodness comes to you it 

grieves them. 

?Lui) ^asd^’a I [v. IV, intrans.] to act badly, to act abominably 
(53:31) IjLti Uj Ijiu! (jiill He will repay those who act badly 
according to their deeds II [v. trans.] to hurt, to harm, to offend 
(30:10) pub Ijji "J IjiP] [jjjJI ^tc. (jlk then the end of 
those who committed the worst abomination was that they denied 
God’s revelations. 

saw'’ [n./ V. n.] 1 evil, corruption, torment (16:60) V jPU 
jc.Sl\ cibll f jUl o^fifor those who do not believe in 

the Hereafter are evil attributes and for God are the sublime ones 
2 harm, injury, damage, destruction (25:40) (^1 ffc. rjj! ‘Mj 
f'jUl ji« PjJpf indeed they pass by the town on which destruction 
was rained', *(48:6) ? jUl upon them is defeat in battle 




[lit. the injurious turn of fortune]. 

f.Ju, su^ [n.] 1 evil (12:53) III indeed man’s 

very soul incites him to evil 2 punishment, harm (13:11) ’dW 'jJ lijj 
y j'jx lia li jL. and if God wills harm on a people, there is no 
turning it back 3 indecency, malice, abuse (12:25) I> U cjlli 
lijL jI'J she said, ‘What is a [befitting] punishment for 
someone who intended harm to your wife?’ 4 affliction, 
corruption, disease (28:32) jlc. ^ tdU 

put your hand inside your garment and it will come out white with 
no affliction [vitiligo] 5 adversity, badness, severity (13:21) 
»jL. j and they dread the severity of the Reckoning. 

J\yd\ ^al-su^’d [ nominalised fern, elat.] the worst there is, the 
most abominable thing (30:10) IjliS ‘j 1 jiut (jjill klKc. (jlk 

5011 pUL then the end of those who committed the worst 
abomination was that they denied God’s revelations. 

sayyd [quasi-act. part.] bad, malevolent (35:43) 

50 aL Vj Yj jkxj acting arrogantly in the 

land, and devising evil—the devising of evil rebounds only on its 
own people. 

sayydatun I [n.; pi. sayyddt] 1 sin (2:81) 22.4 [> 
jlill Ijlklai Ololjli lOxOai. ^ iiOalkl'j truly those who commit a sin 
and their sin gains mastery over them—these will be the 
inhabitants of the Fire 2 affliction (4:79) I >2 ‘Ci^ U'j 

and whatever affliction befalls you is from your own self 3 bad 
deed (23:96) [>ki yi:! repel evil/a bad deed with that 

which is better 4 punishment (30:36) 2] ‘^4 ‘2-aa Uj ^ [44^ bj j 
but when punishment befalls them, because of what their 
hands have previously committed, they utterly despair 5 bad 
outcome, harm, bad result (16:34) I j\d. U cjUI- so the evil 

[consequence] of what they had done hit them II [quasi-act. part.] 
bad (4:85) lO [jkl ^ I>j whoever makes an 

intercession [for a bad cause] will have a share of it. 

WjM saw^atun [n.; pi. eiib saw^’dt] shame, shameful parts, 
private parts, nakedness (7:26) Uljjf aa ^^0 

children of Adam, We have given you garments to cover your 




shameful parts', *(5:31) his brother’s exposed dead body. 

iiui) ^aswa'’ [elat] worse, worst (39:35) W ‘f4j^ 

1 jlot that God might absolve them [even] of their worst deeds. 

musr [act. part.] one who commits bad deeds, evil doer 
(40:58) Vj pUJlLall IjUj ''cykj 

the blind and the sighted are not equal, any more than those who 
believe and do good works and those who do evil. 

C/j/o-' s-w-h courtyard, open square. Of this root, sdhatun 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

5aLui sdhatun [n.; pi. cjUU sdhdt] open square, courtyard, open 
space for gatherings and social functions (37:177) Jjj lili 

[jjjixdl »Ua so when it [punishment] descends in their midst 
[lit. courtyard], how evil will be the morning of those who have 
been warned [themselves]! 

j/j/o“ s-w-d blackness, black, to blacken; dark, darkness; 
master/lady, being a master/lady. Of this root, six forms occur 10 
times in the Qur’an: dswadda twice; ^aswad once; 

sud once; '4^ muswadd three times; sayyid twice and sjU 
sadatun once. 

'iyj, dswadda [v. IX, intrans.] to become black, to become 
dark (3:106) IJfj on the day when some faces 

become white and others become black [some will be delighted 
and others will be grieved[. 

ifj, ^aswad [n.; pi. sud] black, dark *(2:187) 'ifm 

until the dawn breaks [lit. the 
white thread of dawn becomes distinct for you from the black]. 

muswadd [pass./act. part.] blackened, darkened; 
acquiring black or dark colour (16:58) lij j 

ja'j when one of them is given the ‘good’ news of [the 
birth of] a baby girl, his face remains darkened and he is filled 
with gloom. 

4" sayyid [n.; pi. sjU sadatun] master, notable person, leader 
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(33:67) Uuil— liiat Uj \£jLord!, we obeyed our leaders. 

j/j/cP s-w-r circle, fence, fencing; an enclosure; to scale, to go over 
a fence; to be high in stature or in spirits. ^aswiratun is a 
borrowing from Persian. Of this root, six forms occur 17 times in 
the Qur’an: j'j^ tasawwar once; sur once; jjUl '’asdwir four 
times; s '’aswiratun once; s suratun nine times and 
suwar once. 

Jyjl tasawwar [v. V, trans.] to scale up, to go over a wall 
(38:21) M \JJyM jj ^2^1 (jj Ji j and has the story come to 
you of the litigants, when they climbed into the private quarters? 

siir [n.] fence, wall (57:13) ^ so a wall, 

with a door in it, will be erected between them. 

jjlJ ^asdwir [pi. of n. jl jy siwdr] bracelets, armlets, bangles 
(18:31) yjAi jjU! in it [the Garden] they will be 

adorned with bracelets of gold. 

i jjLii ^aswiratun [pi. of n. Jjy suwar] bracelets, armlets, 
bangles (43:53) yjAi ‘(y. '^Ji if only bracelets of gold 

had been cast upon him. 

S j>ui suratun [n.; pi. suwar] one of the 114 sections into 
which the Qur’an is divided, each consisting of a different 
number of verses (the minimum being three verses and the 
maximum being 286). Opinions as to the sense from which s is 
derived include: enclosure, eminence, glory, honour, dignity, 
rank, station, sign, token (24:1) Uljjlj UUlia'jaj UUTjjl s'jjL 

[jj’jSjj cAdu this/the following is a sura [containing 

legislation[ We have sent down and made binding: We have sent 
down clear revelations in it, so that you might take heed. 

s-w-t mixing things together, a mixture, whipping, whisking; 
punishment; confusion; type, share, portion. Of this root, only 
sawt occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Idfui sawt [n.] a whip, scourge; dose, share; an assortment, a 
mixture. (89:13) Jic. your Lord let a scourge of 

punishment loose on them. 



£./j/c>“ s-w-‘' to spread out, (of animals) to go grazing; to give room 
to, to leave alone; a portion, a period or an expanse of time, a 
time-seetion of the day. Of this root, two forms oeeur 49 times in 
the Qur’an: sa’^atun 48 times and suwa^" onee. 

^Lui sa^'atun [n.] 1 time of, point in time of (9:117) s-ih 
fjlakll ^ 4jiil (jjill God has turned 

to the Prophet, and the Emigrants and Helpers who followed him 
in the hour of adversity 2 a while, a moment (7:34) lili 

V'j 'i there is an appointed time for 

every people—when their appointed time comes they cannot 
hasten a single moment nor delay 3 a portion of time, non-distinet 
period of time (46:35) Vj 1- fjji J>jj 

on the day they see what they were warned about, it will seem to 
them as if they have tarried only a single hour of a single day 4 
death (6:31) (44 Ulaja U IjHi (4 then 

when death [lit. the hour] suddenly comes to them, they say, ‘Alas 
for us that we disregarded this! ’ 5 [with the definite artiele, 
Al-sdAtu] the Hour of Resurreetion (7:187) (jd cf- 
Jij 'Xif. t44t Uj] Ja they question you [Prophet] about the 

Hour, ‘When is its arrival?’, say, ‘The knowledge of it is with My 
Lord alone. ’ 

Suwd^’ [proper name.] an idol, said to have been in the 
shape of a woman, worshipped in pre-Islamie times hy the trihe 
of Hudhayl or Hamadan or both (71:22) oji V j [jjjj V I jilij 

V'j \‘Sj and they said, ‘Do not abandon your gods, and do not 
abandon Wadd or Suwd‘’. 

t/j/o^ s-w-gh to swallow easily, to go down the throat pleasantly, to 
be easy and agreeable to swallow; to travel at large; to follow one 
another in birth. Of this root, two forms oeeur three times in the 
Qur’an: j-^yusTgh onee and sd^igh twiee. 

yuslgh [imperf of v. IV, trans.] to find palatable, to 
swallow (14:17) ^^-2 V'j he gulps it, although scarcely 
able to swallow (or, palate) it. 

jjLui sd^igh [aet. part.] easy and pleasant to swallow, palatable; 
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permissible (35:12) ijjl— eijlja li* this one is palatable, 
sweet, and pleasant to drink. 

s-w-f delaying, putting off, retarding, procrastinating. All 
these meanings and forms seem to have been derived from the 
form and function of the particle (sawfa). Like the particle -- 
(sa-) [q.v.], particle (occurring 42 times in the Qur’an) 
denotes the future and precedes the imperfect. They differ, 
however, in some respects; while is prefixed to the verb and 
forms with it a single word, keeps its integrity as an 
independent word and, unlke may be prefixed by i (la) or i 
(fa). Functionally, signifies distant future (while signifies 
the immediate one) and generally adds emphasis to the context in 
which it appears. Some philologists regard the particle as a 
contracted form of (93:5) your Lord is 

sure to give you [so much] that you will be well satisfied. 

s-w-q to herd, to drive, market place (being the location to 
which animals and goods are driven), a sequence; leg, tree trunk. 
Some have suggested a foreign origin for suq, market. Of this 
root, eight forms occur 17 times in the Qur’an: jU. sdqa four 
times; (jo.^ sTqa three times; sd^iq once; jU- masdq three 
times; ijU sdq three times; sdqayn once; suq twice and 
jj ^aswdq twice. 

jLui sdqa u [v. trans.; pass. v. siqa] 1 to drive, to herd 
(19:86) fjjj (jiojkJdl tijLjj and We drive the sinful into 

Hell, a [thirsty] herd 2 to convey, to lead (39:73) Ijail (jAll 
I'jxj <_ylj and those who are mindful of their Lord are conveyed 
to the Garden in groups 3 to direct, to channel (32:27) u! \‘jji 

jjlu do they not consider how We direct water 
[rain] to the barren land!? 

< 3 jLui sd^’iq [n./act. part.] driver, conveyor, a steering person 
(50:21) jjIL tji- (jajj each person will arrive 

attended by an [angel] to steer him and another to bear witness. 

jLuui masdq [v. n.] the act of driving, conveying (75:30) 4£'j 
sLtJi the conveying on that day will be towards your Lord. 





jLul saq [n.; dual saqayw, pi. suq and slqan\ 1 
leg (27:44) "o4 ejiiS'j ^ she took it to be a deep pool of 

water, and bared her legs', *(68:42) jjl— J."jj on the Day 

when matters become dire [lit. a leg is made bare] 2 stem, tree 
trunk (48:29) i'jji Tiki ^j'jk as seeds 

that put forth their shoots, and they [the shoots] strengthen it [the 
plant], and they grow thick, and rise straight upon their stalks. 

jljLi) ^aswdq [pi. of n. suq] markets, market plaees (25:7) 

jl'jkVl jku JjL'jll li* JU what is it with the 

Messenger that he is behaving like a human [lit. eats and walks in 
marketplaces] ? 

s-w-l tempting, talking someone into, entieing; wishing, 
quest. There seems to he a degree of overlapping in the 
philologists’ treatment of this root and the root J/l/o" s-^’-l. Of 
this root, the form sawwala oeeurs four times in the Qur’an. 

J>ui sawwala [v. II, trans.] to beguile, to talk into had ideas 
(always with o^) (12:18) Jj Jli Ijilk'j 

fjA )>Slaaj| and they came with false blood on his shirt. He cried, 

‘No!, your souls have beguiled you into [doing] something. ’ 

s-w-m to offer goods for sale, to estimate the value of goods; 
to push along; to graze; to hover, to eirele around; to brand. The 
philologist’s deriving of Uuj simd, mark, from this root in 
conneetion with wasm, to brand, has been eontested. Instead a 
foreign origin, Greek through Persian, has been suggested for it. 
Of this root, five forms oeeur 15 times in the Qur’an: ^j^yasum 
four times; tuslmun onee; musawwimln onee; 

musawwamatun three times and slmdhum six times. 

fj^yasum [imperf of v. trans.] to torment, to infliet (7:167) 
JkJI »jk ‘cydkd He would place over 

them until the Day of Resurrection someone who would inflict on 
them terrible punishment. 

tuslmun [imperf of v. IV, trans] to turn out to graze 
(16:10) ^ "Jyd kioj and the trees in which you send your 
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animals to graze. 

musawwim [act. part, of v. II] (one) marking out 
(something or someone) for distinction; swooping down (3:125) 
your Lord will reinforce you 
with five thousand angels [coming] swooping down. 

fjuLt musawwam [pass. part, of v. II] marked out, specified, 
singled out (51:34) (jja 4£'j selected by your Lord for 

those who exceed all bounds. 

Uudj slmd [n.] a distinguishing mark (7:48) 

Vlkj and the people of the heights will call out to 
[certain] men they recognise by their marks. 

isjjliy s-w-y to be equal, to be level with, to straighten, to smooth 
out, to be together, to stand. Of this root, eight forms occur 84 
times in the Qur’an: csj-- sawwd 14 times; tusawwd once; 
(^jLo sdwd once; '’istawd 35 times; suwd once; 

sawd'’ 27 times; sawiyy once and sawiyyan four times. 

sawwd [v. II, trans.] 1 to fashion, to form, to shape 
(18:37) Tlk'j 211“^ p then shaped you into a man 2 to flatten, to 
raze, to level to the ground (91:14) and 

so their Lord crushed them for their sin and flattened it [their 
dwelling] 3 to make equal, to deem as equal (26:98) Vjj jj 
[jjJtjJI when we put you on a par with the Lord of all beings. 

Jfua tusawwd [pass, imperf of v. II with prep. J to be 
flattened over (4:42) L 4 =jVl ‘f that the earth is levelled 

over them. 

jjLui sdwd [v. Ill, intrans.] to make equal, to make level 
(18:96) Ijijjl Jla 'fli Ijj until, having made even the 

space between the two sides of the mountain, he said, ‘Blow!’ 

jjjLI dstawd [v. VIII, intrans.] 1 [with prep, (^j] to turn to, to 
give attention to (2:29) ^ p and then 

He turned to the sky and made it into seven heavens 2 to ascend, 
to mount, to establish oneself (7:54) then 

established Himself on the throne 3 to reach full capacity, to 
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realise full potential, to become of age (28:14) ^ 

Qc-'j 14Sk iliuli when he attained full strength and matured, We 
gave him judgement and learning 4 to set firmly on, to rest upon 
(11:44) Ijpjy' cIjLJj ’jfl\ iUll and the water was 
made to subside, the command was fulfilled and the ark came to 
rest on [Mount] JudI 5 to be equal (39:9) 

V how can those who know be on a par with those who do 
not know? 

jfui suwd [v. n./n.] central, middle, equal, just (20:58) 

UlSlo cjji V'j Ailij V IVjx make an appointment 

between us which neither of us will break, in a mutually 
agreeable place. 

fij-i sawed’ [v. n.] 1 same, equal (4:89) IjjiS uk (jj'jikj ‘f I JSj 
they would dearly like you to reject faith, as they 
themselves have done; then you would be the same [as each 
other[ 2 just, equitable, common to all (3:64) l!5 

j UjI say, ‘People of the Book, come to a word that is 

equally acceptable to us and to you’', *(8:58) ‘^jaUj ilj'j 

^Jc. iula and if you fear treachery on the part of any 
people [with whom you have a treaty[, throw at them [their 
treaty] equally [just the same as they have done[ 3 the middle, 
midpoint (37:55) Wjiu, »i'ja ^li he looked down and saw 
him in the midst of the Fire', *(2:108) JjjUI l!4= aaa then he has 
strayed from the [lit. level part of the road] correct path 4 [ 

... i ... (^] it is one and the same ..., it makes no difference, if 
X or Y takes place (2:6) V Ijjik (jjill [jj 

as for those who disbelieve, it makes no difference to them 
whether you warn them or you do not: they will not believe. 

sawiyy [quasi-act. part.] 1 straight, right, correct (20:135) 
iarj2all you will come to learn who are on 

the straight path 2 complete, normal, in normal circumstances 
(19:17) 2^ so he took on, for her, the form of a 

normal man 3 upright (67:22) ^Jc. 

^ Ijjij who is better guided: someone who stumbles 
and falls, or someone who walks upright on a straight path 4 in 
sound health (19:10) J12 v! your sign is that 
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you will not [be able to] speak to people for three nights [and 
days, though being] well 5 together, in succession (in another 
interpretation of verse 19:10) ^ your 

sign is that you will not [be able to] speak to people for three 
consecutive nights [and days]. 

s-y-b to flow, to run freely, to he free, to he freed, to set free 
(of animals); to donate, donation; slaves. Of this root, only one 
word sd'^ibatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^Lui sd^’ibatun [act. part; n.] one who is free to roam: a term 
denoting a she-camel which, according to pre-lslamic customs in 
Arabia, would be set free, under certain conditions, and would be 
accorded pasture and protection until it died of natural causes 
(5:103) Vj l54- 1- God has not 

ordained [dedicating to idols animals such as the] bahlratun, 
sd^’ibatun, wasllatun or ham (q.v.). 

zJislo^ ^-y-h water flowing above ground, people travelling freely 
from one place to another; devoting oneself to the worship of 
God, particularly through fasting. Of this root, three forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: I sThw, sd^’Hiun and cjUjU 

sd^’ihdt. 

sThu [imper. of v. intrans.] go about in the land, travel 
about, travel freely (9:2) so you may 

move freely in the land for four months. 

sd^ihun [pi. of act. part. sd^ih\ fern. pi. cjUjU 
sd^’ihdt] those who travel about, as for reasons of faith, those who 
fast as a way of purifying themselves, the devout (66:5) 4-'jJ 

... pUIA [jkio better wives than yourselves, wives who 
submit themselves to God ... given to fasting .... 

s-y-r to march, to walk, to travel, to journey, to sail, caravan; 
common; manner of ruling other people; biographies; straps. Of 
this root, six forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: jU sdra 16 
times; yusayyir twice; suyyira three times; sayr 
twice; Sjo.^ siratun once and sayydratun three times. 
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jLm sdra i [v. intrans.] 1 to travel (6:11) Ijj*-" travel 

throughout the earth 2 to move along (52:10) Ijl-* JtxJI j^-uj and 
the mountains move [with a definite] movement. 

Jfdi yusayyir [imperf. of v. II, trans.; pass. Jl* suyyira] 1 to 
eause to move along, to set in motion (18:47) LfeJ' 'fjij on the 
day We set the mountains in motion 2 to enable to travel (10:22) 
JaJfj jA He it is who enables you to travel on 

land and sea 3 to be set in motion eiuKa 

when the mountains are set in motion and become like a mirage 
(or, and become a moving object). 

jj-* sayr I [n.] travel, a distanee measured in the time it takes 
to travel it, a stage (34:18) JjUl 1*4 Ujoa'j and we well measured 
travelling [time/distance] between them [to make travelling 
convenient between the villages[ II [v. n. used adverbially for 
emphasis] moving (52:10) \’Jf‘ and the mountains move 

[with a definite] movement. 

isiratun [n.] state, condition, way (20:21) UiueL* 

We will restore it to its former state. 

i Jlui sayydratun /n.] caravan, company of travellers through 
the desert (12:19) i'jL IjLjti s'jl^ eijilk'j travellers came 

by, and they sent their water fetcher and he let down his bucket. 

s-y-l to flow, torrent, flooding, flowing, inundation, to melt. 
Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: JU sdla 
once; JUi '’asdla once and Jj-- sayl twice. 

JLui sdla i [v. intrans.] (of water) to flow, (of the ground) to run 
with water. (13:17) Uji eiJUi iU ^14141 Jjjl He sends from 
the sky water, so valleys flow, each according to its capacity. 

JLui) ^asdla [v. IV, trans.] to cause to flow, to melt down 
(34:12) kl ULol'j and We caused the spring of brass to run 

liquid for him. 

sayl [n.] torrent, inundation * Jj!.- an inundation which 

caused the bursting of the dyke and destruction of the city of 
Ma‘’rib, Saba, in the first or second century A.D. (34:16) I 
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JL. ULijU but they turned away, so We let loose on them 
a flooding of the dram dam. 

saynd" [n; a borrowing from Nabataean or Syriac occurring 
once in the Qur’an] kind of stone; Mount Sinai, Sinai 
(23:20) ‘of and a tree, 

springing out from Mount Sinai, that produces oil and relish for 
those who would eat. 

Ojjj*- slnln [n. occurring once in the Qur’an] the commentators differ 
as to the origin and meaning of this word. The majority consider 
it a modification of saynd'’ (q.v.), but some regard it as a 
borrowing from Ethiopic meaning splendour. Others derive it 
from the Arabic root j/u/o" s-n-w meaning splendour or 
blessings, while others regard it as a plural of slniyyatun, a 
type of tree (95:2) jj^j by Mount Sinai. 
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'’al-shm the thirteenth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voieeless palato-alveolar frieative sound. 

sh-^’-m the left-hand side, wrong side, had omen. Of this root, 
aIjL mash^’amatun oeeurs in the Qur’an three times. 

mash^’amatun [v. n.; n. of plaee] left-hand side, leftward 
direetion; the wrong side, had omen *(90:19) the 

condemned [lit. people of the left-hand side^. 

sh-^’-n tear duets; watereourses hranehing over the faee of a 
mountain; affair, situation, eoneem. Of this root, sha^’n oeeurs 
four times in the Qur’ an. 

sha^’n [n.] an affair, a business, eoneem (24:62) 41 Iili 
so if they ask your leave [to attend] to 
some of their [private] ajfairs, allow whomsoever of them you 
wish-, *(55:29) cU J jA "jS constantly at work taking care of 
all things [lit. every day He is busy doing something] (eonsidered 
as a rebuttal for the elaim that He rests on the Sabbath). 

sh-b-h likeness or similarity between two objeets, to 
resemble, to be or beeome like, to be assimilated, to eompare; 
eonfusion. Of this root, four forms oeeur 12 times in the Qur’an: 
^ shubbiha onee; tashdbaha four times; oji]^ 

mutashdbihun six times and 1^4^ mushtabihan 11 times. 

^ shubbiha [pass. v. II] (of an aetion or objeet) to be made to 
look like something else (4:157) ^ they 

did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but it [the crucifixion] 



[also interpreted as : he] was made to appear like that to them. 

AjUu tashdbaha [v. VI, intrans.] 1 to resemble one another, to 
be alike (2:118) their hearts are all alike 2 [with prep. 

(^] to appear confusingly as a lookalike, to be confusingly 
similar (13:16) so that [their] creation seems 

indistinguishable to them [from His]? 

KkdtoA mutashdbih [act. part./quasi-act. part., fern. pi. 
mutashdbihdt] 1 looking alike, resembling each other, similar 
(6:99) 'Jic-j 144 *^ j I> pljkj and gardens of 

grapes, olives and pomegranates, seeming alike and unlike', 
*(39:23) '4'^ a Book that is consistent [lit. its parts similar 

to one another] [in the message it conveys] 2 [as opposed to 
^al-muhkam (q.v.) (in reference to verses of the Qur’an) variously 
interpreted as: allegorical, concerned with the unknown, 
abrogated, concerned with the single letters occurring in the 
beginning of certain suras (see jll '’alif-ldm-rd), admitting of 
more than one meaning (3:7) eiiUSki kio Jj]\ j* 

[j* it is He who has sent this Book down to 
you, of which are verses definite in meaning-they are the essence 
of the Book-and others that are ambiguous/allegorical. 

mushtabihan [act. part./quasi-act. part.] to be 
confusingly similar, to seem to look alike (6:99) 

'Jpj j 'oJuftyj and gardens of grapes, olives and 

pomegranates, seeming alike and unalike. 

CijCijfJi sh-t-t to disperse, to separate, to scatter; types, sorts, sundry; 
disunion. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: 
btusl ^ashtdtan twice and shattd three times. 

UloJi) ^ashtdtan [pi. of quasi-act. part. eiiiS shatit, used 
adverbially] in different classes, separately, dispersed (99:6) 

1 Ijtisl on that Day, people will issue forth [out 

of their graves] in separate groups to be shown their deeds. 

shattd [pi. of quasi-act. part. shatit] diverse, various, 
at odds with one another (20:53) iU fUUl Jjjfj 

ptjj and He sent down water from the sky, so We brought 
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forth with it various plants of differing kinds. 

jjCijJk sh-t-w winter, to spend the winter, to enter the winter season, 
to be or become cold, a place where one spends the winter; to 
experience drought. Of this root, only ^al-shitd'’ occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

fliuil) ^al-shitd^ [n.] winter (106:2) the journey 

of the winter and [the journey of ] the summer (cf. rihlatun). 

sh-j-r trees, plants in general; stock, origin; to branch off, to 
intertwine, to become knit together; to raise, to fall into dispute, 
to contend. Of this root, three forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: 
ffA shajara once; shajaratun 19 times and shajar seven 
times. 

ja-i shajar [v. intrans.] (of disputes) to erupt, to arise, to flare 
up, to spew forth, to become convoluted (4:65) Uji 

until they seek your arbitration in what has arisen between 
them. 

Sj^ shajaratun I [n.; pl./coll. n. shajar] 1 tree (48:18) 
iiinj idjjiuti jj iff kill God was well pleased with 

the believers when they were swearing allegiance to you 
[Prophet] under the tree 2 bush (37:146) cfftki ff 
and We caused a bush of gourd to grow above him II [coll, n.] 
trees, plants in general (31:27) pd ijff ff od}i\ ff Ui! "jTj even if 
all the trees on earth were pens. 

C/c/<-i^ sh-h-h to be niggardly, stingy; to be tenacious; to contend 
over; paucity, scarcity. Of this root, two forms occur five times in 
the Qur’an: }ff>shuhh three times and ffshihhatun twice. 

‘^shuhh [v. n./n.] meanness, stinginess; avarice (59:9) ffj 
[jjkJakll JJk 21aljla ^ and those who are protected against their 
own stinginess are truly the successful. 

ffshihhatun [pi. of quasi-act. part, shahih] 1 mean, 
niggardly, stingy; avaricious (33:19) ‘ffff being niggardly [in 
offering help] to you 2 covetous of, vehemently desirous of 
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(33:19) ij^ and covetous of the good things. 

sh-h-m fat, to be or become fat, to feed; ear lobe; inner part, 
essence. Of this root, only shuhum occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

shuhum [pi. of shahm] fat (6:146) (>'j 

U 44 We forbade to them [the Jews] the fat of the cattle 
and sheep. 

Ci/c/<-^ sh-h-n to fill, to equip; to drive, to drive away; to bear 
rancour, to quarrel; garrison. Of this root, only mashhun 

occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

CjJaM mashhun [pass, part.] laden, full, overloaded (37:140) jj 
i^Uall (Jj J when he fled to the overloaded ship. 

sh-kh-s the body of a being, prominently elevated entity; to 
materialise; (of eyes) to be transfixed, to be fixedly open (in 
terror); to raise; to go forth. Of this root, two forms occur, once 
each in the Qur’an: tashkhas and shdkhisatun. 

tashkhas [imperf. of v. shakhasa] (of eyes) to be 
transfixed, glazed, staring in horror (14:42) ^ Uij 

jU^Vl He is only delaying them for a Day when eyes will stare in 
stupor [in terror]. 

^d^Lui shdkhisatun [quasi-act. part.] staring in horror (21:97) 
I jjaS [jjill lili j and the True Promise 

draws near, and there, staring [in terror], are the eyes of the 
disbelievers. 

sh-d-d to harden, to become tough, strength, vigour; to 
intensify; to be tenacious. Of this root, seven forms occur 100 
times in the Qur’an: shadda four times; ^ishtadda once; 010 .^ 
shadld 52 times; shidad three times; ^ashiddd^ once; 44.1 
"ashadd 31 times and oil ^ashudd eight times. 

i4i shadda [v. trans; two forms of the imperative occur: 44 
shudd and ^ushdud] 1 to strengthen, to bolster (38:20) lj444'j 
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uLL^I aliuls j AlL We strengthened his kingdom and We 

gave him wisdom and [the power] of decisive speech', *(28:35) 
Oiiio. We will give you support [lit. We shall strengthen your 
upper arm (or, forearm]] 2 to tighten, to tie fast (47:4) I 
tie fast the bonds 3 [with prep. <^] to harden (10:88) jISIj 
■^ jJa and harden their hearts [in another interpretation: put a seal 
on their hearts], 

jli) dshtadda [v. VI, intrans.] to he hard; to be vigorous, to be 
forceful (14:18) fji ^ ^ jU'j£ their deeds 

are like ashes to which the wind forcefully applies itself on a 
stormy day. 

JjAui shadid [quasi-act. part/n.; pi. '’ashiddd'’ and 
shidad] 1 strong, mighty, powerful (17:5) qL ^jJ\ U liUt ‘fife, litj 
010.1 We sent against you servants of Ours of great might 2 severe, 
hard, grievous (6:124) ool toli-'j and severe torment 3 
impregnable, secure (78:12) lifol and We built seven 

secure [heavens] above yow, *(11:80) ooS ijkj a strong unfailing 
support [lit. a fortified corner] 4 stingy, niggardly, mean (100:8) 
oioll jliJI LjkJ j and he, because of his love of wealth, is mean (or, 
he is truly niggardly in his love of wealth). 

o4) ^ashadd [elat.] 1 stronger/strongest (2:165) ol! \jd\f. (yul' j 
5 dl but the believers are stronger in their love for God', *(73:6) ‘ci 
ULj ol! night prayers (or, those who perform such 

prayers) make a stronger impression 2 more/most severe 
(20:127) oil ojloiij the punishment of the Hereafter is 
more severe and more enduring. 

oil ^ashudd [n. said by some philologists to be plural with no 
recorded singular or plural of sing, shadd] state of strength, said 
to be the period between the age of eighteen and thirty, or from 
seventeen to forty; puberty, man/womanhood; maturity; 
soundness of judgement gained by experience; physical strength, 
firmness, virility (40:67) then He 

brought you forth as infants, that you [may] attain your maturity. 


sh-r-b to drink, to imbibe, to absorb; to inhale; to irrigate; to 
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raise the head. Of this root, eight forms occur in 39 places in the 
Qur’an: Lj shariba 15 times; ^ushriba once; shirb 
three times; shurb once; sharibun five times; 

sharab 11 times; mashrab twice and masharib once. 

LjjJi shariba a [v. trans] to drink (56:68) J4)i'jai 

do you see the water that you drink?’, *(23:33) kio (jjjkii Cm jkt 
(jjj'j4u Cm 2j'j4u'j he eats of what you eat and drinks of what you 
drink \he is just a human being like yourselvesf, *(2:60) I I jK 

<ijj I> avail yourselves of God’s bounty [lit. eat and drink 
from the sustenance God has provided]’, *(2:187) I^ 

Jajll jjloVi cS" do not observe the 

restrictions of the fast [lit. eat and drink] until the white thread of 
dawn becomes distinct to you from the black thread. 

Lj^l ^ushriba [pass. v. IV] made to absorb, caused to imbibe; 
caused to assimilate (2:93) I they were made to 

imbibe [the love of] the calf [deep] into their hearts. 

tJjM shirb [unit n.] a round or a turn of drinking, a portion of 
drink (26:155) fji i-fjA here is a 

she-camel: she has a turn to drink and you [also] have a turn 
[each] on a specified day. 

tjj2i shurb [v. n.] the act of drinking (56:55) 
drinking [it] like the drinking of thirst-demented camels. 

sharibun [pi. of act. part, jCi shdrib] one who drinks, 
performing the act of drinking (47:15) oujImU si j and 

rivers of wine, a delight for the drinkers. 

tj) sharab I [n.] drink (16:69) kjCjl! ejliCo 
from their bellies comes a drink of diverse hues II [v. n.] (the act 
of) drinking (35:12) cjCjs Lji li* this [body of water] is 

sweet, agreeable for drinking. 

iJykA mashrab [n. of place; pi. masharib] 1 a drinking 

place (7:160) JS JJt ja each people knew its own 

drinking place 2 a source of drinking; drinks (36:73) 

Lj jLioj in them there are benefits for them and drinks (or, source 
of drinking). 



C/j/o- sh-r-h to slice, to cut into thin pieces; to dilate; to expound; 
to manifest, to reveal, to lay open, to display. Of this root, only 

sharaha occurs five times in the Qur’an. 

sharaha a [v. trans.] to dilate, to ease up the constriction, 
to lay open (6:125) whomsoever 

God wishes to guide, He (God) opens his heart to Islam [lit. 
expands his breast (i.e. the breast of the one He wishes to guide)] 

* (also known as names of Sura 94, Meccan 

sura, so-named because of mention in verse 1 of "the Expansion’ 
of the Prophet’s heart to the Truth. 

sh-r-d to bolt, to break loose; to roam, to go astray; to 
disperse, to scatter; to be absent-minded. Of this root, only 
sharrid occurs once in the Qur’an. 

j1>4i sharrid [imper. of v. 11] scatter, disperse, put to flight, 
frighten away *(8:57) ‘^444 [4^ I> 

if you gain mastery over them in battle, use them to frighten those 
who [later] follow them, so that they may take heed. 

^fijjjjk sh-r-dh-m (no reported verb in Classical Arabic; in Modern 
Standard however the quadriliteral tashardhama ‘to fall into 
fragments’, is being used) a piece, a fragment; a small group. It 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

shirdhimatun small or scanty company of people; 
portion, piece (26:54) fifu [jj these are but a small 

group. 

sh-r-r sparks of fire; evil, to be or become evil, to be 
depraved, to be wicked; to slander; to cleave, to split, to sharpen. 
Of this root, three forms occur 31 times in the Qur’an: sharr 

29 times; "’ashrdr once and sharar once. 

>ui sharr I [elat.] more/most evil, worse, worst (22:72) 
jlill shall I tell you what is worse than that?, the Fire II 

[n.] evil, wickedness (76:7) (jjaUij jiilL; (jja f, 

they fulfil their vows and fear a day whose evil is spreading wide. 
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jl>ii ^ashrar [pi. of n. jij^shirrlr] evildoer, wieked (38:62) U 
't> Jiijki US Vlkj (^'jj Sf UJ how come we do not see men we 
used to count among the wicked? 

jj2i sharar [eoll. n.] sparks of fire (77:32) JjUu 141 ] 

it shoots out sparks as [large as] tree trunks. 

sh-r-t to slit the ear of a eamel; sign, token, mark; eondition, 
to stipulate; to perform well. Of this root, only i=l ^ashrdt 
oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

^ashrdt [pi. of n. lijU sharat] signs, auguries (47:18) 
f-^for its signs have come. 

thl<-^ sh-r-‘' to enter into, to begin to do, (of eattle) to eome to 
water to drink, paths leading to drinking spots, to drink with the 
hand; (of houses) to have the door open; to make plain or 
manifest, to strip off; to be similar, to be equal; to reaeh for; 
ways; law. Of this root, four forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: 
shara'^a twiee; \sdj^ shurra'^an onee; shir‘'atan onee and 
sharVatin onee. 

shara’^a a [v. trans.] to legislate, to lay down as part of the 
faith, to ordain (42:13) ^ U ijjill He has 

ordained for you in matters of faith, what He commanded to 
Noah. 

shurra’^an [pi. of aet. part. ^jU shdri’^ visibly, openly for 
all to see (7:163) 'fji "^*U jj when their fish visibly 

come to them on their Sabbath day. 

shir%tun [n.] a law, legislation from God, divine way of 
religion (5:48) uiaik to each of you 'We have 

assigned a law and a path. 

^>ui sharVatun [n.] elear path, legislation from God (45:18) 
tjkili j}i\ Jc. UIUI 34 . now We have set you [Muhammad] 

on a clear path, so follow it. 


j/j/o- sh-r-q to slit the ear of a goat; sunrise, (of the sun) to rise or 
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to give light, to take an easterly direction, (of meat) to dry in the 
sun; to choke. Of this root, eight forms occur 17 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ashraqa once; sharqiyy once; 

sharqiyyatun once; ^ishraq once; mushriqln twice; 

mashriq six times; cj^mashriqayn twice and jjU- 
mashdriq three times. 

'’ashraqa [v. IV, intrans] to become bathed in (sun) light; 
to become luminous, to shine (39:69) t^j jj^ the 

earth will shine with the light of its Lord. 

sharqiyy [quasi-act. part.; fern. sharqiyyatun] 

eastern, easterly (19:16) Ulklo she withdrew from 

her family to an eastern place', *(24:35) V'j V 34'jGo 

a blessed olive tree not in this [physical] world [lit. neither 
easterly nor westerly] [but one of the trees of Paradise] (or, not 
such that it receives light only at sunrise nor only at sunset [but 
morning and evening]). 

^ishrdq [n./v. n.] time of the sunrise, the rising of the sun 
(38:18) ^ Uj We subjugated the 

mountains along with him [David] to glorify Us at sunset and 
sunrise. 

mushriqln [pi. of quasi-act. part.] entering the time of 
the sunrise, inclined towards the East, getting up in the morning 
(15:73) 4V/..-. 11 and the blast overtook them at sunrise. 

(jjM mashriq [n. of place, dual mashriqayn, pi. jjLio 

mashdriq] 1 the place of the sunrise, the East (2:115) 5 drj 
Vll Xfj Jua I jljj UiU hjJudl j and to God belong the East and the 
West; wherever you turn, there is His Face [lit. God’s face]', 
*(2:177) ^jkdlj (J^ jkj 1 jTjj ‘J jjll goodness does not 
[merely] consist of turning your faces this way and that [lit. 
towards East or West] 2 [Qjaj421l ^al-mashriqayn] interpreted as 
either the two places where the sun rises at the height of summer 
and the height of winter, or the two rising places of the sun and 
the moon (55:17) ^'jj ifj Lord of the two risings 

and Lord of the two settings (or, the two places of rising and two 
places of setting) 3 [jjLidl ^al-mashdriq] the various places 



where the sun rises throughout the year, or the rising places of all 
the stars and planets (70:40) jU^l j ijjLidI Vjj by the Lord of the 
rising-places and setting-places [of the sun, or of the planets]. 

sh-r-k snare; thongs of sandals; side road, to branch off; to 
share, to become a partner, to make as partner, or associate, 
partnership. Of this root, 11 forms occur 168 times in the Qur’an: 

'’ashraka 68 times; yushrak three times; *4jU shdrik 
once; ‘4’j^ shirk five times; sharik three times; shurakd^ 
37 times; mushrik twice; mushrikatun twice; 
mushrikun 42 times; mushrikdt three times and 

mushtarikun twice. 

^ashraka I [v. IV, trans. with prep, y, pass. v. dkjiL 
yushrak] 1 to ascribe partners to (6:81) ^ U 

UUX you associate with God that for which He has sent you no 
authority 2 to make as partner, or associate, to let share (20:32) 
j£\'j and make him share in my task II [v. IV, with no 
notion of an object, with/without prep. J to be a polytheist, to 
commit an act, or utter words, or hold beliefs, or adopt the 
attitude of a polytheist (6:64) 

God rescues you from it and from every distress; yet you still 
continue to be polytheists. 

liijUi shdrik [imper. of v. Ill, trans.] share with, take a share in 
(17:64) jVjVfj J44jU'j and share with them in [their] 

wealth and [their] children. 

shirk [n.] 1 partnership, part ownership, sharing (35:40) 
tiiljlsUl do they own a partnership of the heavens? 2 

^al-shirk] polytheism (31:13) 5014 ay 

do not attribute partners to God: attributing partners [to Him] is 
a great injustice [to Him and yourself]. 

sharik [n., pi. shurakd^] partner, joint owner (39:29) 
^ 5tk.'j kill Vj4= God strikes a similitude of a 
man whom [several] partners at odds with each other share [as 
masters]. 

liljJw mushrik [act. part/quasi-act. part., pi. mushrikum, 
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fern. ^ mushrikatun, pi. cAS.mushrikat] polytheist (42:13) 
jL2i U ^Jc. Js hard for the polytheists is what you 

[Prophet] call them to. 

jiuw mushtarikun [pi. of act. part. mushtarik] one 

who takes part, or shares in (43:39) jj [jlj 

'qJ .jii and it will not avail you today, having done wrong, 
that you are sharing in the chastisement. 

sh-r-y to sell, to buy, to give for a price, to barter; to speed 
up; to spread, to creep, to scatter, to increase; arteries. Of this 
root, two forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: tslP shard four 
times and ""ishtard 21 times. 

shard i [v. trans.] 1 to sell (12:20) (fAu 

jikx and they sold him for a lowly price, a few dirhams', *(2:207) 
411 (>j but there is [also] a kind of 

man who gives his life to seeking God’s approval 2 to purchase, 
to acquire (4:74) oJjAi let 

those who purchase this world for the Hereafter [change their 
ways and instead] fight in the way of God. 

^s^\ ^ishtard [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to buy, to purchase, to acquire 
(4:44) IjLiaj "iji jj 

have you not considered how those who were given a share 
of the Scripture purchase misguidance and want you [believers[, 
too, to lose the right path? 2 to barter, to exchange (3:187) i fsx& 
5Ua li«j ^ jj^Ji ifjj but they tossed it over their shoulders, 

and bartered it for a small price. 

sh-t-'’ to slice lengthwise; to overfill with water; side or bank 
of a river; to overburden; to put forth shoots, to sprout, to put out 
branches. Of this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: 
11=4 shaf and shdtP. 

l!a4 shaf [n.] plant shoot (48:29) i’Ua4 ^j'jk like seeds that 
put forth their shoots. 

^Lui shdtP [n.] bank, ridge, embankment (28:30) ‘(jf. 

f4^\ Jjll he was called from the right side [lit. bank\ of the valley. 
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jjiajfji sh-t-r to split or divide in halves, a half; to squint at; (of a 
house) to he distant, to distance oneself; direction. Of this root, 
only ^>1=4, shatr occurs five times in the Qur’ an. 

shatra [n. used adverhially] in the direction of, towards 
(2:150) jiia4 Jja Ltik wherever you may 

have started out, turn your face in the direction of the Sacred 
Mosque. 

sh-t-t to he remote, far off, or heyond the acceptahle limits; to 
act unjustly; side of a camel’s hump; hank or side of a river. Of 
this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: tushtit 

once and LkLk shatatan twice. 

lakud tushtit [imperf v., intrans.] to go off the mark, to he far 
off, to digress, to exceed due hounds (38:22) Vj UjI 
so judge between us fairly, and do not exceed the due bounds. 

iakui shatatan [v. n./n.] acting extravagantly or outrageously, 
deviation (18:14) LLL^ UJa ‘jii y We will never 

call upon any god other than Him, for then we would have uttered 
an outrageous thing. 

sh-t-n philologists derive the word shay tan either from 

the root yVy sh-t-n, associated with the basic concepts of 
‘fastening tightly; being exceedingly, or audaciously, proud, 
corrupt, rebellious or insolent’ or from the root sh-y-t, 

associated with the basic concepts of ‘singeing, scorching, 
burning’. Because the word shay tan existed in Arabic, 

Syriac, Aramaic and Ethiopic long before the advent of Islam, it 
has been suggested that it is the source of various other 
derivations. Of this root, two words occur 88 times in the Qur’an: 
jjLk^ shaytdn 70 times and shaydtln 18 times. 

shaytdn [n., pi. shaydtln] 1 devil, demon (4:117) "(jj 
101^0 Uliki 'ij (jjtk y j IjU] Vj in His place they invoke 

only female [deities], and [thus, by invoking such deities] they 
only invoke a rebellious devil 2 devilish, or evil impulse or 
company (43:36) yy ^ ^ jki y y'j 
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whoever is blind to the remembrance of the Merciful, We assign 
to him a devil and then he becomes a comrade for him 3 jinn, 
powerful spirits (21:82) AJ ‘iy> 't>'j and of the devils 

some dive for him 4 devilish beings, fiends, evil forces (6:112) 
udyi in the same way We 

assigned to each prophet an enemy, the evil humans and the evil 
jinn 5 [with the definite article al-shaytan] the Devil, 

Satan, Hblls (o^j) (19:44) ^ 

father, do not worship Satan—Satan is a rebel against the 
Merciful. 

sh-’^-b to unite, to gather together; to disperse, scatter, 
separate, divide; to branch out; a mountain road; tribe, race. Of 
this root, three forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: shu‘'ub 

once; shu^'ab once and Shu‘'ayb 11 times. 

shu’^ub [pi. of n. sha‘'b] tribes, sub-tribe units; races, 
peoples (49:13) Ija'jUul UjLS and We made you into 

nations and tribes, that you may know one another. 

shu‘'ab [pi. of n. shu‘'batun] forked branch (77:30) 

I jaikil go to a shadow that branches into three 

columns. 

Shu^'ayb [dimin. of sha‘'b-, proper noun] the 

father-in-law of Moses, (suggested as being Jethro in the Bible) 
(7:85) tujui j and to [the people of] Midian [We sent] 

their brother, Shu‘'ayb. 

The Qur’an speaks of Shu'^ayb as a prophet sent to the people 
of Midian to guide them to the worship of the One God and to fair 
dealing and ethical commercial practice. His message was 
rejected by many of the inhabitants, who threatened to banish 
both him and his followers from the town. However, a great 
tremor overtook and destroyed them, so they became ‘among the 
losers’. Upon seeing the fate that had befallen them, Shu‘’ayb is 
recorded in the Qur’an as saying, ‘My people, I have conveyed to 
you the Messages of my Lord and gave you advice, but how can I 
grieve over a people who rejected God?’ (7:85-93). 
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sh-’^-r to know, to be cognisant of, to perceive by means of 
any of the senses; poetry, to write poetry; hair, wool, fur, to be 
covered in hair; innermost garment; sign, rites. '’al-shi‘'ra is 
said to be a corrupted borrowing from Greek. Of this root, nine 
forms occur 40 times in the Qur’an: yash‘'ur 25 times; j*4u 

yushHr VfiicQ-, jU4i "’ash’^dr once; al-shi’'r oncQ\ shdHr 
four times; shu’^ard"’ once; '’al-shi‘'rd once; 

sha’'d'’ir four times and juuidl ^al-mash^'ar once. 

yash‘'ur [imperf. v., intrans.] 1 to feel, to perceive (16:26) 
y punishment came upon them from 

directions that they had not perceived/expected 2 to realise, to be 
aware (2:9) I they 

seek to deceive God and the believers but they only deceive 
themselves, though they do not realise. 

j^yushdr [imperf. v. IV, trans.] 1 to cause to know, to cause 
to become aware, to alert, to draw attention to (18:19) V j ^ iK'nl j 
r.^i tjj?2u and let him be unobtrusive and not cause anyone to 
become aware of you 2 to cause to feel, to cause to suppose 
(6:109) (jjVjj V U'j what makes you suppose that 

if [a sign from God] came [to them] they still would not believe? 

jUdi) ^ash^'dr [pi. of coll. n. Jtd sha‘'r and ji»d sha’^ar] hair, 
bristles (of humans and goats in particular) (16:80) I>j 

(Jj Uilioj Ijli! U jlkd! j U jUj\j and of their wool, their fur and of 
their hairs, [He made for you] furnishings and comfort for a 
while. 


jxdi shi‘'r [n.] poetry, the art of poetry, poetic skill (36:69) U'j 
y Uj jLull ibUIt We have not taught him [the Prophet] the art 
of poetry, nor is it fitting for him (or, nor does it fall within his 
ability) to be a poet. 

jpLui shd‘'ir [n., pi. shu'^ard^) poet (69:41) jc-U Jjij ja U'j 
and it [the Qur’an] is not the words of a poet, * name of 

Sura 26, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verses 244 ff. to "the Poets’. 

^s'Julies -^al-shPrd [proper n.] Sirius/Dog star, the star widely 




worshipped in pre-Islamic Arabia (53:49) Vj j* that 

He is the Lord of Sirius. 

jjbui sha'^d^ir [pi. of n. shalratun] rituals, particularly 
those involving the Pilgrimage (2:158) 5 dll “Ji 

Safa and Marwa are among the rites of God. 

JutLi mash’^ar [n. of place] a place where a religious ritual may 
be performed, a holy landmark, a sacred place *(2:198) 
the Holy Sacred Place, one of the sites of the pilgrimage between 
‘^arafat and Mina-a plain called Muzdalifa, or an area on the 
mountain of Quzah at the extreme end of Muzdalifa (2:198) liji 
jjuidl 'sjc. I jjiili plijt when you surge down from 

Arafat remember God at the Sacred Place. 

to set on fire, to inflame, to kindle, to blaze, to bum 
brightly. Of this root, "’ishta’^ala occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Hshta’^ala [v. VIII, intrans.] to catch fire, to blaze, to be 
aflame *(19:4) and [my] head has become aflame 

with greyness. 

sh-gh-fi\\Q membrane enclosing the heart (the pericardium); 
the centre; to smite, to pierce; to infatuate, to be smitten with 
love, ardent love, passion. Of this root, only shaghafa occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tikui shaghafa a [v. trans.] to penetrate the innermost part [of 
the heart], to smite (12:30) ^ ja Uli ijfjj i\'JA 

the governor’s wife is trying to seduce her slave!, he has smitten 
her heart with love [lit. penetrated the core of her heart]. 

61^1 (J‘ sh-gh-l to occupy, to employ, to make busy, engagement, 
toil, occupation, concern; to divert; to occupy (a place). Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: Ji-i shaghala and 
shughul 

shaghala [v. trans.] to busy, to engage, to occupy; to 
preoccupy, to distract (48:11) UjIaIj idili our property and 
our families occupied us. 
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Ji-i shughul [v. n./n.] occupation, business, employment; 
preoccupation (36:55) ‘jj today the 

people of Paradise are happily occupied. 

sh-f-‘' pair, double, two things; to make a single thing into a 
pair, or one of a pair, to be coupled with; to add a deed to another; 
to aid another against; to intercede. Of this root, six forms occur 
30 times in the Qur’an: yashfa^" five times; shafln 

twice; ,^14 shafi‘' four times; shufd'’ five times; 

shafd^'atun 13 times and ^shaf once. 

yashfa^" [imperf v., intrans.] to add one deed to another; 
to intercede or petition on behalf of another, to mediate (4:85) I> 

Ja£ <1 "jjSj “d ’(jSj 4u.ik 

whoever intercedes in a good cause will have a share of it and 
whoever intercedes in a bad one will have a share of it. 

shafPln [pi. of act. part. ,*^14 shafts one who intercedes, 
intercessor (26:100) oaiU Ul and [now] there are no 
intercessors for us. 

jjidi shafi^' [intens. act. part., pi. »Ui4 shufa‘'d'’] intercessor 
(40:18) ^Uaj V'j oidUill U there will be for the evildoers 

no friends, nor any intercessor who is heeded. 

^U4i shafd^'atun [n.; v. n.] intercession, interceding (20:109) 
Sfja y '(^jj ^ ^ Sf on that Day, 

intercession will only benefit those for whom the Merciful has 
granted permission and whose words He approves. 

shaf [n./v. n.] double, pair, doubling, making of a pair 
(89:3) jSjlfj j by the even and by the odd. 

sh-f-q to be niggardly or covetous; to be afraid, to be 
concerned, to be worried; to be affectionate, to be tender-hearted; 
to be weary; kindness; worry; redness on the horizon after sunset. 
Of this root, three forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: 
"ashfaq twice; mushfiqun eight times and shafaq once. 

Jidii ^ashfaq I [v. IV, intrans.] to feel anxiety, to be concerned. 
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to be afraid (33:72) "J 'jJl js^ ^uSfl Uli=> U 

iU\3 We offered the Trust (q.v. ^UVl ^aT^amdnatu) to 
the heavens, the earth and the mountains, yet they refused to 
carry it and were afraid of it II [v. IV, trans.] to have miserly 
urges, to be retieent, to be weary of (58:13) Lji 'ciii ^ "J 

have you found it burdensome to give alms before 
your consultation [with the Prophet]? 

mushfiqun [pi. of aet. part, (j^ mushfiq] ones who are 
in fear, those who are anxious (42:22) I JfS ll- uiddill 
you will see the unjust fearful of that which they have earned. 

shafaq [n.] the afterglow of sunset, twilight (84:16) iii 
(jiuillj but no, I swear by the twilight. 

sh-f-h lip; to speak faee to faee; (of food and water) to be 
eraved; (of property) to be sought after; to eonsume. Of this root, 
only cii^ shafatayn oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

shafatayn [dual n.] two lips (90:8-9) htJ'j ^ 
did We not give him two eyes, a tongue, and two lips? 

sh-f-w to be near, to appear from a distanee, to approaeh; to 
reeover, to restore (to good health); to be on the brink, the 
extreme edge, the brink, the rim. Of this root, only shafd 
oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

U4i shafd [n., in eonstruet] brink of, edge of, rim of (3:103) 
jloll fjak uls jc. and you were on the brink of a 
pit of Fire and Fie saved you from it. 

sh-f-y to restore to good health, to eure; to satisfy one’s 
euriosity, to reassure oneself. Of this root, two forms oeeur six 
times in the Qur’an: ^^Hk^yashjr twiee and !^\^shifd'’ four times. 

tjiuu yashfi [imperf. v., trans.] to heal, to eure a physieal or 
mental illness; to remove raneour or bad feeling from the heart 
(26:80) j^i j- I ij j and if I become sick He heals me. 

shifd^ [n./v. n.] eure, remedy; euring, healing (17:82) Jjjjj 
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^'jj jA U 't> We send down the Qur’an (or, 

parts of the Qur’an) as healing and mercy to those who believe. 

sh-q-q to split, to cleave, to slit, to rent, to rip; fissure, crack; 
to come forth; to effect disunion, to act contrarily, dispute; 
hardship, difficulty, distress, to burden. Of this root, nine forms 
occur 28 times in the Qur’an: shaqqa twice; ijU shdqqa seven 

times; yatashaqqaq three times; Hnshaqqa five times; 
(34 shaqq once; 3?^ shiqq once; ^ shuqqatun once; 34^ ^ashaqq 
once and 3134 shiqdq seven times. 

34 shaqqa u I [v. intrans. with prep. <^1 to cause hardship to, 
to place difficulty on (28:27) iiic- 34 I jjJ U'j/or I do not wish 
to place hardship on you II [v. trans.] to split, to cleave (80:26) p 
U334 then We split the earth asunder. 

3 L 4 shdqqa [v. Ill, trans.] to dispute rehelliously with, to argue 
in an antagonistic fashion, to cause/create dispute with (4:115) 
U it) ■(> Jj4jll 3|l4u "(j-j and whoever creates dispute 
with the Messenger, after the guidance has become clear to him. 

334ijj yatashaqqaq (also assimilated form 3 ^ yashshaqqaq) 
[imperf of v. V, intrans.] to split open, to crack, to cleave asunder 
(2:74) iUI kio 3a4u ‘Jfj and some of them split open so 
that water comes out of them. 

344 ) dnshaqqa [v. VII, intrans.] to split up, to crack (54:1) 
j41l 34j|'j pu'jSal the Hour draws near and the moon is split 
in two. 

34 shaqq [v. n., used emphatically] fissuring, cracking, 
splitting up, breaking asunder (80:26) 134 43^1 p then We 

split the earth asunder. 

34 shiqq [n./v. n.] half; difficulty, hardship, distress 
*(16:7) 34^ with extreme difficulty [lit. with splitting of the 

souls). 

^ shuqqatun [n.] region, tract, quarter (towards which one 
travels), difficult journey, distance, trouble, toil (9:42) cu'i) 3 ^ 
but the distance was too far for them. 
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^ashaqq [elat.] harder, more difficult (13:34) LiliJj 
( 34,1 but surely the punishment of the Hereafter is harder. 

jU4i shiqdq I [n.] schism, contention, heresy, rebellious 
disputation (2:176) oa) I jiEi.1 ‘(fj those who 

differ about the Scripture are in deep schism II [v. n.] separating, 
breaking up (4:35) Uika IjS>Lli "tjjj 

and if you fear a split between the two, appoint one arbiter from 
his family and one from hers. 

* jliijVI name of Sura 84, Meccan sura, so-named because of 
the reference in verse 1 to "the Splitting’ of the sky. 

sh-q-w/y to be, or become, in a state of distress, adversity, 
straits, difficulty, misery; to struggle, or labour, alongside; 
wretchedness, misery. Of this root, four forms occur 12 times in 
the Qur’an: shaqiya four times; shaqiyy four times; <^1 

"’ashqd three times and s'ja 4 shiqwatun once. 

shaqiya a [v. intrans.] 1 to be, or become, miserable, 
wretched, distressed, unhappy (20:2) uijjf U We 

have not sent down the Qur’an to you [Prophet] so that you may 
become unhappy 2 to be condemned, to be out of God’s grace 
(possibly in 11:106) jl4l Ija4, Ilia as for the wretched, they 
shall be in the Fire. 

shaqiyy [ quasi-act. part./n.] 1 wretched (11:105) 
laP'j Vj (>>ij and on the day when it [the Day of 

Resurrection] comes, no soul will speak except by His 
permission, and some of them will be wretched and [some] happy 
2 evil-doer (19:32) and cherishing my 

mother-He did not make me an evil tyrant 3 rejected, dismissed, 
unprosperous (19:4) Vj 21 jtc.ii but never. My Lord, have 
I, in praying to You, been rejected. 

(jiuii '’ashqd [elat.] more/most wretched, more/most 
condemned (92:15) Vj Sf in which none but the most 
wretched will burn. 

shiqwatun [n.] misfortune, wretchedness, misery. 
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condemnation, adversity (23:106) liija USj UjjaJ; li'j 

our Lord, our misfortune has overwhelmed us!, indeed, we were 
people gone astray. 

sh-k-r to become bountiful, (of camels) to be fattened on 
good pasture; to thank, to praise, to commend, gratitude, 
acknowledgement of favours; shoots growing on the base of a 
tree, to put forth branches. Of this root, seven forms occur 75 
times in the Qur’an: shakara 46 times; jkls shukr once; jji4 

shukur twice; shdkir four times; shdkirun 10 times; 

jjS4, shakur 10 times and jjis- mashkur twice. 

jiui shakara u [v. trans., often with preposition J, usually for 
emphasis] to offer thanks, to acknowledge favours (31:12) jaij 
4*42 t^ili jS4u ‘fLj ^ jLSI Ji (jUil Wc endowed Luqmdn 
with wisdom: ‘Be thankful to God-whoever gives thanks indeed 
gives thanks for [the benefit of] his own soul. ’ 

shukr [v. n.; n./pl. jji4 shukur] act of thanking 
(34:13) jjl'j Ji work thankfully, family of David. 

jjiui shukur [v. n., pi. of jkls shukr] thanksgiving; thanks 
(76:9) rjjl4 V j ifjk jjjj V U«jj we feed you only 

for the sake [lit. face] of God: we seek from you neither 
recompense nor thanks. 

jSLui shdkir [act. part., pi. shdkirun] 1 one who gives 

thanks, one who expresses or feels gratitude (6:63) I> UM "(jol 
[jj jSUll if He rescues us from this, we will truly be of the 

thankful 2 (applied to God) rewarding those who show gratitude 
or do good (2:158) jSU kill [jli I'jii. anyone who does 

good of his own accord [will be rewarded], for God rewards 
good deeds, and is All-knowing. 

shakur [intens. act. part.] 1 one who is most grateful, 
frequently offers gratitude, frequently feels grateful (31:31) [jl 
jjl.S fdfi 411j surely there are signs in this for every 

steadfast, thankful [person] 2 (applied to God) He who gives 
large reward for small or few works, who multiplies His rewards 
to His servants (42:23) jjS4, jjac. kill y lli. ki jjj kLi. ‘cfij 
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and whoever does good, We shall increase it for him in goodness 
God is Most Forgiving, Most Thankful. 

Ijjsliui mashkuran [pass, part.] gratefully accepted, generously 
rewarded (76:22) 'ijWj 'cJS Ioa [jj this is your 

reward: your endeavours are appreciated. 

QMjSjiJi sh-k-s to be stubborn in disputing, to be perverse, 
ill-natured, cross and quarrelsome. Of this root, only 
mutashdkisun occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

mutashdkisun [pi. of act. part. mutashdkis] 

quarrelsome, spitefully at variance with one another, in malicious 
disharmony with one another (39:29) ^ ^'j iill 

God strikes a similitude of a man in whom [several] 
partners at odds with each other [as masters]. 

S/Sjiji sh-k-k to pierce, to puncture; to limp; to stick out; to doubt, 
to be confused, to be dubious, to waver in opinion; to attire 
oneself completely with arms and weapons. Of this root, iis 
shakk occurs 15 times in the Qur’an. 

lii shakk [n.] doubt, misgiving, suspicion (10:94) tis eiuS "ijU 
Uljjf llx so if you [Prophet] are in 
doubt about what We have revealed to you, ask those who have 
been reading the Book before you. 

sh-k-l to bind; to shape, to fashion, to sculpt; to be similar, to 
be homogeneous, likeness, resemblance, similitude. Of this root, 
two words occur once each in the Qur’an: shakl and 

shdkilatun. 

Ji4i shakl [n.] likeness, like (38:58) and 

another of its types [in] pairs. 

shdkilatun [n.] a way, manner, peculiarity, attitude, 
inclination or disposition of one particular person (17:84) 

Jc. everyone does things in his own way [lit. everyone does 
things in accordance with his disposition]. 
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sh-k-w to grieve, to show, or reveal, one’s grief or sorrow, to 
complain. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 

^ashku and tashtaki. 

^ashkii [imperf. of v. 114 shakd, trans.] to complain, to 
submit a complaint (12:86) fdll I only make 

complaint of my anguish and grief to God. 

yiiij tashtaki [imperf. of v. VIII, trans. with no object] to 
complain vigorously (58:1) t^jj ^ Jja ^ ja 

5 UII God has heard the words of she who disputes with you 
[Prophet] concerning her husband and complains to God. 

jIauiI hshma'^azza (see sh-m-z). 

sh-m-t gloating, rejoicing over the misfortune of someone, 
particularly an adversary; to disappoint. Of this root, only eiwi 
tushmit occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tushmit [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to give someone cause 
to gloat over the bad lot of another (7:150) ijilS'j [jj 

pfiVl Sta the people deemed me weak, and almost 

killed me!, do not give the enemies a chance to gloat over me! 

sh-m-kh (of a mountain) to be high; to be lofty, to tower over; 
to behave proudly. Of this root, only shdmikhdt occurs 

once in the Qur’an. 

shdmikhdt [pi. of fern. act. part. ^14 shdmikhatun] 
lofty, towering, high (77:27) and We placed 

on it firm lofty mountains. 

sh-m-z to contract and shrink in aversion, to be disdainful, to 
be disgusted, to abhor. Of this root, only jt<u4l ^ishma^’azza occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

jLui) "’ishma^’ana [v. VIII, intrans.] to be disdainful, to abhor, 
to find abhorrent (39:45) 7 'oiiJI LijB jSj Ijjj 

the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter 
shrink with aversion whenever God is mentioned on His own. 




496 


(>“/(»/LH 


sh-m-s the sun, intense heat, glaring light, to hecome sunny; 
(of a horse) to disobey and refuse to he mounted. Of this root, 
only '’al-shams occurs 33 times, one of which is without the 
definite article, in the Qur’an. 

'’al-shams [n.] 1 the sun (71:16) fjjj 
and He set the moon in them for a light and He set the 
sun for a lamp’, * name of Sura 91, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 1 to "the Sun" 2 [without the 
definite article] sun, scorching/intense heat (76:13) 

S'j 11^ tfcjj 'cjjji 7 they will be reclining in it on 

couches, seeing neither sun [scorching heat] nor biting cold. 

sh-m-l the left hand, the left-hand side; bad omens, affliction; 
to contain, to include, to possess, containment. Of this root, three 
forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: "’ishtamala twice; 

shimdl eight times and shaman’ll twice. 

dshtamala [v. VIII, intrans.] to contain, to envelop 
(6:143) ^ cjLill 111 is it the two 

males He has forbidden, or the two females, or what the wombs of 
the two females contained? 

JU4i shimdl [n., pi. shaman’ll] 1 the left-hand side 

*(56:41) JUill (epithet for the lost) evil-doers [lit. people 

of the left]’, *(18:17) julill eijlj leftward, to the left, by the left side 
[lit. the one with the left]’, *(50:17) eft on the left, by the left 

side 2 the left hand (69:25) ei.J Jjia 5 dU« 4 u KftS. j Zfj 

but he who is given his Record in his left hand will say, ‘If 
only I had never been given any Record. ’ 

yolift sh-n-"’ to hate, to abhor, to stay aloof from unclean things; 
hatred; ugliness; evil-doers; to give someone what is due to him; 
to disclose. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: jlls shana^’dn twice; (also read as (jhls shan^’dn) and 
shdnft once. 

shan^’dn/shana^’dn [n./quasi-act. part.] hatred, 
detestation; a person harbouring hatred (5:8) jc. Vj 




I jliu v! do not let hatred of some people [the idolaters] lead you 
away from doing justice. 

f^yLui shani" [act. part.] one who harbours hatred in his heart 
(108:3) ’jH\ jA tj] it is the one who hates you who is the one 
cut off (or, without descendants) [not you]. 

ijt sh-h-b the eneroaehment of white into blaek, or light into 
dark, or viee versa; (of eold) to ehange the eolour of trees; to be 
of ashen hues; barren land; to be diffieult; a shooting star. Of this 
root, two words oeeur five times in the Qur’an: shihdb four 

times and shuhub onee. 

shihdb [n., pi. shuhub] 1 shooting star (72:9) ‘cfa 
y jVI but the one who now listens finds for himself a 
meteorite lying in wait 2 flame, torch (27:7) fjh cjluli 

tjjlLlaj "J I have seen a fire, I will bring 

you news from there, or a burning stick for you to warm 
yourselves. 

ijAjiJt sh-h-d landmark; presence, to witness, to testify to what one 
has witnessed, seen or beheld with one’s own eyes; to be or 
beeome a martyr. Of this root, 13 forms oeeur 158 times in the 
Qur’an: shahida 44 times; '’ashhada seven times; 

dshtashhid twiee; jaU shahid 16 times; .s shuhud three times; 

^ashhad twiee; 4^4. shahid 35 times; shahidayn 

onee; shuhadd^ 20 times; shahddatun 23 times; 
shahdddt twiee; 444 mashhad onee and j j«4ui mashhud twiee. 

44 shahida a [v. trans.] 1 to observe, to witness, to be present 
at (24:2) 14)1^4 44urj and let a group of believers 

witness their punishment', *(2:185) ^4^'^ 44 [jur.] to 

qualify for the fast, to possess all the conditions which make 
fasting obligatory for individuals [lit. any one of you who is 
‘present’ during the month [of Ramaddn] should fast] 2 to attend 
to, to take care of (22:28) 4 U jk- 5^1 J4.I I jjS4j yd. I j44j1 

to attend to business of theirs and to pronounce God’s name on 
specified days 3 to testify to (12:81) 14 Vj 644 Uj [jj UdU 

144 our father, your son stole, and we only testify to what we 



know 4 to declare (63:1) 5^11 Jjl-jl '4^ I jlli when 

the hypocrites come to you [Prophet], they say, ‘We declare that 
you are the Messenger of God’ 5 (applied to God) to know, to say 
(3:18) jA Vj V kjl 4-^ God knows (or, says) that there is no 
god but Him 6 to give judgement, to arbitrate, to give an opinion 
(12:26) u! ^44^ 4^ ijc. jU 

(> jAj iii-Laa he said, ‘She tried to seduce me’, so an 
arbitrator from her household arbitrated: ‘If his shirt has been 
torn at the front, then she has spoken truly and he is one of the 
liars’ 1 to give counsel, to advise {21-32) kdl cjJli 

jjj42u \'‘jl Ajffk she said, ‘Chieftains, give me your 

counsel in the matter I am facing: I would never decide on a 
matter until you advise me’ 8 to swear a solemn oath (24:8) tj4j 

Ajj 414 ^ji 44 j 4'^' punishment shall be 

averted from her if she [in turn] four times swears by God that he 
is one of the lying 9 to know, to be in the knowledge of (having 
witnessed) (3:70) bj44j "44 ujj^ 4 people of 

the Book, why do you deny God’s revelations when you know they 
are true? 

4-“' “ashhada [v. IV, doubly trans.] 1 to cause to witness, to 
cause to see (18:51) Vj 44411 4^44? U I did 

not make them witness the creation of the heavens and earth, nor 
the creation of themselves 2 to make someone testify, to cause to 
bear witness (7:172) PUl 44“' <4^ 4'44“4 and He made them 
bear witness about themselves, [saying], ‘Am I not your Lord?’ 3 
to have witness(es) (2:282) '4 'j44i'j and have witnesses 

present whenever you trade with one another. 

dstashhid [imper. of v. X, trans.] to seek witness(es), to 
call to witness (2:282) 414 -j I> ' j444.'j and call to witness, 

from among your men, two witnesses. 

shahid I [n., pi. a4“ shuhud and aVil ’’ashhad] 1 witness 
(46:10) 44 <4=- 4!A' j4j 44'j and a witness from the 

Children of Israel has testified to one like it 2 arbitrator (12:26) 
builill b “0 'fj Viyj.P Jja bx ia AlojP 'JS bj 44' b“» 4'2i 44b an 
arbitrator from her household arbitrated: ‘If his shirt is tom at 
the front, then it is she who is telling the truth and he is one of the 
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liars’ II [act. part.] 1 one bearing witness, testifying (9:17) ojjaU 
jiklb Jc. while bearing witness against themselves to the 
disbelief [in their souls] 2 one watching, witnessing (37:150) 
[jjiAUS JJk'j IjUj Uali. or did Wc indeed create the angels as 

females while they were watching? 3 present, at home (74:13) 
(jjij and [having] sons by his side. 

^ashhad [pi. of paucity of jaU shahid and shahid] 
few witnesses (40:51) J.jau J.jjj I'ojiSlj ULij Uj 

Wc support Our messengers and those who believe in the 
present life and on the Day when [the chosen] witnesses arise. 

shahid [n. dual shahldaynlquasi-act. part.] 1 witness 
(2:282) "^ 4 -j I> and call to witness, from among 

your men, two witnesses 2 attentive (50:37) jj« 2 . jA j ‘j or 

listened in with full attention 3 present (4:72) oa Jli ]jU 

if a calamity befalls you, he says, ‘God 
has been gracious to me that I was not there with them ’ 4 watcher 
over, overseer, caretaker (5:117) cld, U cluS.j I was a 

watcher over them as long as I was among them 5 judge, 
arbitrator (10:29) 5 UIIJ God is judge enough 

between us and you. 

shuhadd^ [pi. of shahid] 1 witnesses (24:4) 
si oyi JJk^ jjb p bib) those who 

accuse chaste women [of adultery], and then fail to provide four 
witnesses, give them eighty lashes 2 those who are present (2:133) 
jj jik J.! were you there to bear witness when 
death came upon Jacob? 3 witnesses/martyrs (3:140) jiTj 

I jxoli and that God may know those who believe and 
that He may take martyrs/witnesses from among you 4 pillars of 
religion, upright ones (4:135) bi“'ja Ijjjk I jd\f. (jjill 

‘^S^\ it 5 dl you who believe, uphold justice and be upright 
bearing witness for God, even if it is against yourselves. 

Sjli shahadatun I [n., pi. cjbVi shahaddf] 1 testimony 
(24:4) I'i s'jt^oS ^41 IjKj V'j and do not accept any testimony of 
theirs, ever 2 giving testimony, giving evidence (6:19) y Ja 
kUl JS s'jt44i ’f£\ say, ‘What thing is of most weight in 






giving testimony?’ Say, ‘God is witness between you and me!’ 3 
evidence (2:283) I jklSj V'j and do not conceal the evidence 4 

oath (24:6) ^"J )>*>.! sjl44a let the oath of 

each one be four oaths by God that he is telling the truth 5 claim 
(43:19) ‘ 'j ''2 IjUj ^ j 

tjjlilij they consider the angels-who are God’s servants-to be 
female; did they witness their creation?, their claim will be put on 
record and they will be questioned [about it] 6 (as opposed to 
ghayb (q.v.)) the observable, or perceived, by the senses, in 
particular the sight *(59:22) j JJ14 [an attribute of God] 
the One who knows what is hidden and what is seen, the One who 
knows all, the One whose knowledge encompasses all that can or 
cannot be perceived by beings other than Himself 1 the testimony 
that ‘there is no deity but God and Muhammad is His messenger’ 
(according to ^ibn ‘’abbas’ interpretation of verse 70:33) 

and those who stand by their testimony [that ‘there 
is no deity but God and Muhammad is His messenger’] II [v. n.] 
testifying (5:106) 'op- eu'jjl lij I (jjil 

Tjj (jUjI you who believe, [the method of] testifying 
among you when death approaches any of you and you are 
making a bequest, is to let two just men act as witnesses. 

mashhad [v. n./n. of place./n. of time] the act of seeing or 
witnessing; place, or time, of gathering, a scene, an event (19:37) 

I j'jiS [jjiu moe to those who disbelieve in the 

event of an awesome Day. 

mashhud [pass, part.] 1 observed, noted, attended, 
witnessed (17:78) j^' bl recitation at dawn is 

always witnessed', *(11:103) an eventful day [lit. a well 

attended Day] 2 that which is testified for, witnessed (85:3) jaUj 
j by the witness and that which is witnessed. 

sh-h-r new moon, lunar month; to make manifest or public; 
fame, famous, to make famous; to make notorious. Of this root, 
four forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: shahr 12 times; 

shahrayn twice; shuhur once and ^ashhur six times. 

shahr [n., pi. shuhur, pi. of paucity j44i ^ashhur] 



[lunar] month (2:197) iijUjJk- the pilgrimage takes place 

during prescribed [lunar] months', *(9:5) the [four] 

forbidden months being the last twenty days of Dhu’l-Hijjati, the 
months of Muharram, Safar and Rabr ’al-’awwal and the first ten 
days of Rabr ^al-Tham, constituting the grace period, given to 
the idolaters after having broken their treaty with the Prophet, 
after which they would be fought. These months should not be 
confused with the customary four forbidden months of Rajah, 
DhuT-Qa‘^dati, DhuT-Hijjati and Muharram, referred to in (2:217 
and 9:36) (see fj^hurum). 

sh-h-q final part of braying of a donkey; inhaling, breathing 
in; (of a mountain) to rise high. Of this root, only shahiq 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

shahiq [n./v. n.] groaning, inhaling (67:7) I 
jjjj t^J and when they are cast into it, they will hear from 

it a deep inhaling as it boils up', *(11:106) [4J there 

will be great distress in it for them [lit./or them in it there will be 
exhaling and inhaling^. 

jjAjiJi sh-h-w to desire, to long for, to lust after; to resemble. Of this 
root, three forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: ""ishtaha 

eight times; s shahwatun twice and shahawdt three 

times. 

dshtahd [v. VIII, intrans.] to desire, to crave, to covet, to 
long for (43:71) ihj in it is all that souls 

desire and eyes delight in. 

shahwatun I [n., pi. eul shahawdt] desire, lust, carnal 
appetite (3:14) Sj hvf . n' l jjJaljillj Ijk (jlj 

j ^UuVl j jdjJA made fair for humankind is 

the love of desirable things-women (or, made fair to human 
beings is the lusting after), children, tons upon tons of gold and 
silver, horses with fine markings, livestock and farmland II [v. n. 
used adverbially] lusting after (7:81) (jji I> s'j^ 
f Uaull you go lusting after men rather than women! 
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v/j/u- sh-w-b (of drinks) to mix, to mingle, to adulterate; a trace; to 
avoid, to stay away from; insincerity, guile, deceit. Of this 
root, shawb occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

shawb [n.] a mix, something with which another is mixed 
(37:67) "f4i hi P then they will have, on top of it, a 

dose of scalding water. 

jIjIiJ' sh-w-r to gather, or extract, honey from hives or comhs; to 
exhibit, to expose, to point out, to point to; to gather opinions, to 
consult, consultation. Of this root, four forms occur once each in 
the Qur’an: JJl\ ^ashdra\ jjUS shdwir, shurd and jjUSj 

tashdwur. 

jUij ^ashdra [v. IV, intrans.] to make a sign, to point to, to 
heckon, to indicate (19:29) ,4^1 'JS o- Uuk Ijili 5 uij cSjJl 

she pointed towards him, but they said, ‘How can we converse 
with one who is [still] in the cradle, a [mere] baby boy?’ 

jjUi shdwir [imper. of v. Ill, trans.] to consult, to take counsel 
(3:159) jfS\ ^ JAjjUj consult with them about matters. 

shurd [n./v. n.] consultation; consulting, advising (42:38) 
)4jjj [conducting] their affairs by consultation with 

one another, * name of Sura 42, Meccan sura, so-named 

because of the reference in verse 38 to ‘Consultation’ as the basis 
of decision-making amongst Muslims. 

jjUij tashdwur [v. n.] mutual consultation with one another 
(2:233) ' jV - 5ti jjLSjj 1 4 V j5 Iip '-^1 J if, by mutual 

consent [between the parents] and consultation [with people of 
experience], they [the couple] wish to wean [the child], they will 
not be blamed. 

shuwd^ (this word, which occurs once in the Qur’an, has no 
verbal root) [n.] smokeless fire, a tongue of pure fire (55:35) 

jU b- USjlt a tongue of fire and copper will be released 
upon you. 


sh-w-k thorn, spike, point, to pierce, to prick; arms, armoury. 





power, force. Of this root, shawkatun occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

shawkatun [n.] thorn, spike; power, force, might; weapon, 
armour *(8:7) pli the fighting group, the armed detachment 
[lit. the one with the power]-, *(8:7) pli 'fit. the trading 

caravan [lit. the one without power (or, the unarmed group)]. 

sh-w-y to roast, to scald, to fry (meat), to hoil water; exterior 
of the scalp, or of skin in general, limbs, extremities. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: yashwl and 

shawd. 

yashwl [imperf. v., trans.] to scald, to roast (18:29) bjj 
ojk’jll ' jjhu I /m u . n if they call for relief they will be 

relieved with water like molten tar [also rendered as: lead, 
copper, oil dredges] that scalds [their] faces. 

shawd [pi. of n. sly. shawdtun] scalps, skins, limbs, 
extremities (70:16) yyJl '^\‘fi stripper of scalps (or, limbs). 

sh-y-'’ to will, to wish, to desire, willing, wanting; thing, 
something, anything. Of this root, three forms occur 517 times in 
the Qur’an: shd^’a 236 times; shay'’ 279 times and »iy.i 

’ashyd" four times. 

(iUi shd^’a a [v. trans.] 1 to wish, to want (18:77) euiSjV cay y 
ry.1 yy if you had wished you could have taken payment for 
[doing] if, *(2:70) iU "(jl [formulaic] God willing-, *(18:39) U 
kill iUS what a blessing from God! [lit. this is what God has 
willed]. 

shay” I [n., pi. »iy.i ”ashyd”] something, thing, matter, 
affair (6:38) I> t^iyil lai=‘ja U We have not omitted anything 
from the Book-, *(5:68) yk you have no true basis, you 
have no standing [lit. you are not upon anything]-, *(6:159) 

y you have nothing to do with them, you are not 
responsible for them [lit. you are not one of them in anything] 
*(2:155) a [small] measure of II [used adverbially] 

slightly, a little (17:74) 5125[.yi ’cffi jsi 411^2 ‘j Yfij if We 
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had not made you stand firm, you would almost have inclined 
towards them a little. 

sh-y-b to become white-haired, greyness or whiteness of 
hair. Of this root, three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 
shaybam, shlban and shaybatan. 

shayban [v. n.] greying of hair (19:4) and 

[my] head has become aflame with greyness. 

t#4i shlban [pi. of n./quasi-act. part, '’ashyab and, perhaps, 
of act. part. shd^’ib] grey-haired persons (73:17) cj 
lluS so how can you, if you disbelieve, guard 

against a Day which will turn children grey-haired? 

shaybatan [v. n.] being grey-haired, greying of the hair 
(30:54) o- lS4- P then He appoints after strength 

weakness and greying of hair. 

tl (41sh-y-kh to become old, to advance in years, an old or elderly 
man. Of this root, two words occur three times in the Qur’an: ^ 
shaykh twice and ^ shuyukh once. 

shaykh [n./quasi-act. part., pi. ^ja4 shuyukh] an old man, 
an ageing man (28:23) jo^ V we do 

not water [our flocks] until the shepherds take [their sheep] 
away; our father is a very old man. 

sh-y-d plaster, gypsum, to plaster (a wall) with gypsum or the 
like; to erect a building, or raise a building, high, tall 
constructions; to strengthen, to acclaim, to proclaim. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: mashld and 

mushayyadatin. 

mashld [pass. part, of v. trans. jU shada] plastered, loftily 
erected (22:45) j^j ^ j UUSIi! 

jilaal how many a town We have destroyed, while it is 
doing wrong, and now it is fallen upon its roofs; and [how many] 
a deserted well; and [how many] a lofty palace. 
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S4^ mushayyadatin [pass. part, of v. II, trans.] plastered, 
loftily erected (4:78) jij 

wherever you may be death will overtake you, even if you were 
inside lofty towers. 

shay tan (see d^iJ‘sh-t-n). 

sh-y-’' to spread, to scatter, to disperse; to become widely 
known; to make one thing follow another, to follow a guest to bid 
him farewell; to approximate, in number/quantity, to another; to 
go along with the ideas of another, to be of the same persuasion; 
bias, partisan, sect, sectarianism. Of this root, four forms occur 12 
times in the Qur’an: tashr once; shVatun four times; ^ 

shiya’' five times and '’ashyd^' twice. 

tashr [imperf v. intrans.] to become widely spread 
(24:19) J ci those 

who like to see immorality spread amongst the believers will have 
a painful punishment. 

5ju4i shratun [n., pi. ,^4 shiya"^, pi. of paucity '’ashyd'^] 1 
people of like persuasion, conviction or opinion, sect, party 
(28:15) liAj loA cPdki cj^'j '44 and he found in 

it two men fighting-one from his own people/conviction, the other 
from his enemy 2 caste, social class, faction (28:4) d Jj^ji oj 
lju4 J=4-j Pharaoh has exalted himself in the land and 
made its people into castes 3 kind, type (34:54) 
as was done to those of their kind before [them]. 



(j-a/ sad 


'’al-sad the fourteenth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voieeless dento-alveolar emphatie frieative sound. 

Jl-a Sad the opening verse of Sura 38 (for opinions eoneeming letters 
used in similar positions within the Qur’anie text see: jll '’alif- 
lam-rd). The sura derives it name from verse 1 in whieh sad 
oeeurs. (38:1) jkill ?ad, by the noble Qur’an. 

s-b-” to emerge, to well out, (of the stars) to spring forth, to 
appear; to renege one’s faith for another faith. Arab philologists 
derive the form '’al-sabb’un (whieh oeeurs three times in 

the Qur’an) from this root or from the root s-b-w ‘to 

ineline’. Some western seholars attribute it to a borrowing from 
Aramaie, Ethiopie or South Arabian. Hughes attributes the word 
to ‘the Hebrew word tsaba “a host” Gen. ii.l, i.e., “Those who 
worship the hosts of heaven.’” 

^al-sabb’un, [pi. of n. sabb’^ the Sabians, a group 
of believers who are variously deseribed in the Arabie sourees as 
worshipping the stars seeretly but openly professing themselves 
to belong to the son of Seth (the Christians; followers of the 
religion of Sora hi Seth), the son of Adam; followers of the 
religion of Noah, so-ealled, son of a brother of Noah (5:69) after 
Sabi L>^ jl ■ j IjjIa ci 

[jjj'jki Vj 5li those who believe [the 

Muslims], those who follow Judaism, the Sabians, and the 
Christians—those who believe in God and the Last Day and do 
good deeds—will have nothing to fear or to regret. 

There is eonfusion in the sourees as to the beliefs and identity 
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of these people and also as indicated above, to the root from 
which the name Sabi^ is derived. They are variously described as 
followers of the religion of Noah; of a religion mid-way between 
Judaism and Christianity; of the religion of Sabi, son of Seth, son 
of Adam; worshippers of the stars; worshippers of the moon or 
worshippers of the angels. They are also said to be openly 
professing to be Christians when in fact secretly worshipping the 
stars, ^ibn Hazm describes them as those who deny the 
prophethood of Abraham. Of the identity of these people Asad 
says, ‘The Sabians seem to be a monotheistic religious group, 
intermediate between Judaism and Christianity. Their name 
(probably derived from the Aramaic verb tseeba “he immersed 
himself [in water]”) would indicate that they were followers of 
John the Baptist-in which case they could be identified with the 
Madaean, a community which to this day is to be found in Iraq. 
They are not to be confused with the so-called “Sabians of 
Harran”, a gnostic sect which still existed in the early centuries of 
Islam, and which may have deliberately adopted the name of the 
true Sabians in order to obtain the advantages accorded by the 
Muslims to the followers of every monontheistic faith.’ The 
Qur’ an puts the Sabians on a par with the Muslims, the Jews and 
Christians in that (2:262) whoever of them believe in God and do 
good work will have their rewards with their Lord; there will be 
no fear for them, nor will they grieve. 

s-b-b to pour out; remnant; a group; love, to be in love. Of 
this root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: t_u^ sabba 
three times; If^yusabb once and i^sabban once. 

sabba u [v. trans.] to pour out liquid and the like (44:48) ‘^4 
^\'j Jja I JL^ then, pour scalding water over his head 
as punishment. 

sabb [v. n. used adverbially for emphasis] pouring out 
liquid and the like (80:25) iUll lii-a Ui We pour down water 
torrentially. 


s-b-h morning, dawn, daylight, to reach morning time, (of 
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the morning) to arrive; (of a woman) eomely; lantern. Of this 
root, eight forms occur 45 times in the Qur’an: sabbaha 

once; ^asbaha 28 times; subh five times; ^14^ sabah 
once; ^isbah once; musbih five times; misbah 

twice and masablh twice. 

sabbaha [v. II, trans.] to visit in the morning time, to 
come in the [early] morning, to visit someone with [something] in 
the morning (54:38) ja44 t-jli. ijs^ '2g5T..-i jSIj and a remaining 
chastisement came upon them early in the morning. 

'’asbaha I [v. IV, intrans.] to enter the morning time 
*(30:17) (jji. 5 dll celebrate God’s glory 

when you reach the evening and when you reach the morning (i.e. 
constantly) II [one of the sisters of (q-v.)] 1 to become (5:31) 
[jAojljll so he became one of the remorseful 2 to take place 

in the morning (68:19-20) j 4£'j ‘ly. UjU= UiLLi 

a visitation from your Lord visited it while they were 
sleeping, and by the morning it was like [a garden] plucked bare. 

subh [n.] morning, dawn (74:34) 'ji4! lij ^LA\'j by the 
dawn when it brightens [lit. uncovers its face]! 

sabah [n.] morning (37:177) Jjj lili 

when it alights in their courtyard, how evil will be the morning of 
those who are warned. 

dsbdh [v. n./n.] day breaking, daybreak (6:96) 

JjJll Jjikj He is the revealer of daybreak, and He made the 
night for resting. 

musbih [act. part.] one entering the morning time (68:21) 
ui-'i'dA Ijilua so they called each other while entering the morning. 

misbah [n.; pi. masablh] lamp, lantern (41:12) Uj'jj 
LL a^j »UUl and We adorned the nearest heaven with 

lanterns [as] security (or, and made them secure). 

s-b-r confinement, restraint, killing by detention; patience, 
endurance. Of this root, 10 forms occur 103 times in the Qur’an: 
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Sahara 57 times; Sahara once; ^ashar once; 
""istahara three times; sahr 15 times; sahir twice; ojj^^ 
sahirun 18 times; s'jjU-a sahiratun once; sahirat once and 

jl^ sahhar four times. 

Sahara i I [v. intrans.] 1 to be patient (49:5) I^4^^ jij 
J 411 'Jp- had they been patient until you came out 

to them-it would have been better for them 2 to endure, persevere 
(52:16) I j’jL^ V ‘J 1 U’jLal bum in it-whether you 

persevere or not it is the same for you 3 [with prep. 1] to submit 
patiently to (76:24) \jjk "J 7'j 4£'j ^:£kl jjI^U so submit 

patiently to the judgement of your Lord; do not obey any sinner 
or disbeliever among them 4 [with prep, a) to put up with, be 
content with (2:61) 'jL^ [jl ya jjj remember 

when you said, ‘Moses, we cannot endure [eating] only one kind 
of food’ b) [also with prep. to be constant towards, to adhere 

to (38:6) ^ J "f4v the leaders 

among them went on [saying], ‘Walk away and be steadfast to 
your gods’ II [v. trans.] to confine, restrain (18:28) y 4Liaj 
'yidl j sraiJlj (jjLi (jjiJI confine yourself with (or, be steadfast 

along with) those who call to their Lord morning and evening. 

jjLufl Sahara [v. Ill, intrans.] to vie in endurance, in being 
steadfast (3:200) IjsjIj lyuljj 14:^4 you 

who believe, be steadfast, vie in being steadfast, be on the ready 
[also interpreted as: fortify yourselves] and be mindful of God. 

j^ai U md ’’asbara [exclamation; ironic] how persevering! 
(2:175) jUil ^jc. Ua how [inadvertently] daring they are in 

[the face of/attaining] the Fire! 

jjialfll dstabara [v. Vlll, intrans.] to exercise forbearance in 
doing, to apply oneself with patience (20:132) 211*! 'fi\j 

‘jilarj and bid your family to prayer and apply yourself 
diligently in [performing] it. 

ji-a sabr [n./v. n.] patience, endurance, steadfastness; 
enduring, being patient (2:45) sDlloltj I seek help with 
steadfastness and prayer. 
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jjLufl sabir [act. part.; pi. sabirun\ fern. sabiratun\ 

pi. sabirat] 1 one who is patient, persevering (18:69) 

I jjU-a iUS ‘(jj God willing, you will find me patient 2 

steadfast, constant (8:66) (jaU Ijiliu [jli if there be 

of you a steadfast hundred they shall overcome two hundred. 

sabbdr [intens. act. part, used as n.] one given to being 
firmly constant, patient, persevering (31:31) fdf! bj 

jj^ surely, in that, there are signs in this for every steadfast, 
thankful [person]. 

s-b-^" finger; toe; to point to; good influence. Of this root, 
one form, '’asdbd occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

^Lua) "^asdbd [ pi. of n. dsba^ fingers (71:7) 

Ijlaik "f4^ and every time I call them, so that 

You may forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears. 

s-b-gh dye; to colour; to dip one’s hand in water, to dip a bit 
of bread in relish such as oil and the like; relish, a dip such as 
sauce and olive oil; to become oriented towards something. Of 
this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: ,*4-^ sibgh 
once and sibghatun twice. 

sibgh [n./v. n.] relish (23:20) duXi jjL 

and a tree, springing out from Mount Sinai, that 
produces oil and relish for the eaters. 

Ail-a sibghatun [n./v. n.] dye, colouring, hallmark; way, 
orientation (2:138) [>k! ‘fYj the orientation by 

God [towards Him], and who orients better than God? 

j/iTi/o^ s-b-w youth, youthfulness, youthful propensity. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: JLd '’asbu once and 
sabiyyan twice. 

'’asbu [imperf of v. sabd, intrans.] to feel sensual 
desire towards, to yearn for, to incline towards, to lust for (12:33) 
(> "(jSlj IdJ, ‘ijksS ^ Vjj but if you do not avert 
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from me their guile, I shall incline to them and become one of the 
ignorant. 

1^ sabiyyan [n./quasi-act. part.] 1 a youth; youthful (19:12) 
‘John, hold on to the Scripture 
resolutely’. We granted him wisdom [also interpreted as: good 
judgement or prophethood] while he was still a youth 2 infant 
(19:29) I> jisj UuS Ijlli 50 )] eijjUli she pointed 

towards him, but they said, ‘How can we converse with one who 
is [still] in the cradle, a [mere] baby boy?’ 

v/c/o“ s-h-b to keep eompany, assoeiate with, eonsort with, to he a 
eomrade, eompanion or fellow to; to defend, to guard; 
eompanionship, fellowship; belonging, ownership. Of this root, 
six forms oeeur 97 times in the Qur’an: tusdhib twiee; 

yushabun onee; sahib 10 times; sdhibay 

twiee; sdhibatun four times and ^ashdb 78 times. 

l^Lusj tusdhib [imperf. of v. Ill, trans.] to keep eompany with, 
to assoeiate with (18:76) lA'jkj ^lilL "ijj Jli if I ask 

you about anything after it [this instance], do not keep company 
with me. 

yushabun [pass, imperf. of v. IV] to be guarded, 
defended, aided (21:43) h- J-a V'j 4^1 7 they 

cannot help themselves, nor can they be guarded from Us. 

L^Lfl sahib [n.; dual sdhibaym, pi. ’’ashab', fern. 

sdhibatun] 1 eompanion, assoeiate (9:40) 7 Jja) jj 

litio [jj when he [Muhammad] said to his companion, ‘Do 
not grieve, God is with us, ’; *(12:39) my two prisoner 

companions 2 fellowman (53:2) is'jt- U'j “>54r..^ U your 

fellowman [Muhammad] has not strayed nor has he erred 3 
[feminine wife, eonsort (72:3) fJj 'ij 4kjl U He has 

taken [for Himself] neither a consort [wife] nor child', *(68:48) 
pjkll (an epithet for Jonah) the fellow of the whale. 

Ljlalfli '’ashdb [pi. n.] 1 eompanions, assoeiates, eomrades 
(6:71) ^ he has friends who call him to 

guidance 2 [used in eonstruet (^V^j)] to denote ‘affinity with’, ‘in 
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association with’, ‘being worthy of, ‘that or those of’, 
‘deserving’ *(85:4) people of the ditch, makers of 

the trench. Various suggestions are made as to who these trench- 
makers were, inter alia, that they were commanded to do so by a 
Jewish ruler of sixth-century Yemen in order to torture 
Christians; also it could refer to Nimrod’s treatment of Abraham, 
'’ibn '’ishaq says that the verse refers to the J ewish convert, K ing 
Dhu Nawas, and some people of Najran who persecuted 
Christians there by burning them in a trench (q.v. 85:1-10). This 
provoked the Christian Abyssinians to conquer Southern Arabia, 
and to attack on the Ka‘’ba in the ‘Year of the Elephant’ when the 
Prophet Muhammad was bom (see J/Yc kh-d-d)', *(7:48) 

a) [lit. people of the heights] said to be either those whose 
good deeds are enough for them not to go to Hell, but not great 
enough for them to go to Paradise and, as such, they would have 
to stay, on the Day of Judgement, in an area in-between and await 
God’s ruling for, or against, them; or the prophets who, on the 
Day of Judgement, will be sitting in the elevated places b) [lit. 
people of knowledge] a group of people endowed with knowledge 
and entrusted with the job of spotting and pointing out, for a 
special mention, certain people, both bad and good; *(15:78) 
Ljtala! (an epithet for the people of Midian to whom the 
prophet Shu'^ayb (q.v.) was sent) the dwellers of woods', 
*(57:19) Lililai those condemned to Hellfire, the inhabitants 
of Hell', *(2:82) those deserving of Paradise, the 

inhabitants of Paradise', *(15:80) jWJ' (an epithet for the 

tribe of Thamud who lived north of Medina), the people, or the 
dwellers of the rock, or the stone city of ^al-Hijr, *(25:38) 
people of the well (a branch of Thamud); *(4:47) 
people of the Sabbath, i.e. the Sabbath breakers', *(67:10) 
jjiUl inmates of the blazing fire or, those condemned to Hellfire', 
*(56:41) julill (an epithet for ‘the Lost’) the evildoers [lit. 

people of the left-hand side]', *(20:135) the 

adherents to the even path', *(105:1) the People of the 

Elephant (cf. l!4); *(60:13) jjj^I (an epithet for ‘the dead’) 

people of the graves', *(36:13) people of the town', 

*(18:9) Ljlilai people of the Cave and '’al-RaqIm, 
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Companions in the Cave (’al-RaqIm is variously interpreted as 
being the name of the mountain in which the cave was situated, 
the name of the companions’ dog, or an inscription bearing the 
companions’ names); *(90:19) (an epithet for ‘the 

condemned’) people of the left-hand side', *(26:61) 

Moses’ people, the company of Moses', *(56:8) (an 

epithet for ‘the saved’] people of the right, * jUll [lit. 

fellows of the Fire] a) (74:31) jUll angels guarding Hell- 

fire, stewards ofHellfire b) (2:39) jl41 inmates of the Fire, 

those destined for Hellfire', *(56:27) oj- 41 (an epithet for 

‘the saved’) the guided ones, the righteous [lit. people of the 
right-hand side]. 

^/c/o^ 5-/?-/flat dish or a like object, such as the side of a scroll. Of 
this root, two forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: sihdf 

once and suhuf eight times. 

LiU^ fihdf [pi. of n. sahfatun] dishes, plates, platters 
(43:71) ‘^4^ ^4^ dishes of gold will be passed 

around for them. 

uiala suhuf [pi. of n. sahlfatun] 1 books, scrolls, 

scriptures (53:36) ^ Uj or has he not been 

informed of what is in the Scrolls of Moses? 2 records (81:10) Ijj'j 
eijj4u ejkioll and when the records [of deeds] are spread 
open/made known. 

?-kh-kh deafening sound, a cry that deafens by its 
vehemence; to pierce; calamity. Of this root, one form, 
sdkhkhatun, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

iilua sdkhkhatun [act. part./n.] that which deafens by its 
vehemence; the cry on the occasion of which the Resurrection 
will take place, the calamity of the Resurrection (80:33^) eiU- liU 
i'jldl ‘Jj 'fji when the Deafening Blast comes-the Day 
when one will flee from one’s own brother. 

sakhr (no verbal root) [generic noun occurring once] rock, rocks 
(89:9) 4j11j 'jkloll I jjluj and [with the tribe of] Thamud, 
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^Mo- 

who hewed the rocks in the valley. 

i sakhratun [unit noun occurring twice] a rock, a piece of 
rock (18:63) cujkll lij jj cll'Ji remember when 

we were resting by the rock? I forgot the fish. 

(ja s-d-d (of a road) to take a side turn; to turn away from, to 
shun, to be averse to; to cause someone to turn away from, to go 
back, to reject; blockage, hindrance, aversion. The form 
tasdiyatun, clapping with the hands, is classified under this root 
and also under the root isfilo^ s-d-y. Of this root, five forms 
occur 42 times in the Qur’an: sadda 36 times; sudda twice; 

sadd twice; sudud once and sadld once. 

Aufl sadda u I [v. intrans.] to show aversion, to show disdain, to 
show rejection (63:5) j \jfi they 

turn their heads away and you see them arrogantly showing 
aversion II [v. trans.] to turn away or bar someone (48:25) 

ji-aj \JjS. they are the ones who disbelieved and 
barred you from the Sacred Mosque. 

Aua sadd [v. n.] preventing, hindering, impeding, barring 
(2:217) .ij?- jjSl ku 4^1 ^ IlP 

but barring others from God’s path, to disbelieve in Him, 
[prevent access to] the Sacred Mosque and expel its people from 
it, are still greater [offences] in God’s eyes. 

sudiid [v. n.] (act of) averting, disdaining; preventing, 
hindering (4:61) dUc. clkj you see the 

hypocrites turn right away from you [Prophet] in aversion. 

sadld [n.] pus (14:16) Hell is 

before him and he is made to have a drink of pus (or, festering 
water). 

iki tasaddd (see (sldo^ s-d-y). 
tasdiyatun (see (s/do^ s-d-y). 


s-d-r breast, front piece, that which fronts or faces one; initial 
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part; to place in the front or on the highest place; to return, or go 
back; to issue forth, to proceed. Of this root, four forms occur 46 
times in the Qur’an: yasdur once; yusdir once; 

sadr 10 times and sudur 34 times. 

jiusj yasdur [imperf. v., intrans.] to issue forth, to come forth, 
to go forward (99:6) ht-Sl on that Day, people will 

issue forth [out of their graves] in separate groups. 

jiusj yusdir [imperf. of v. IV, intrans./trans.] to turn back, to 
make something/someone move (off/away), to drive away/off 
(28:23) ja4 hjjlj V we do not water [our 

flock] until the shepherds drive [their herds] away, our father is 
an old man’. 

j‘4ua sadr [n.; pi. sudur] 1 chest, bosom, heart (7:2) 
kio 21 iia 2Lij Jjjf a book that has been sent down to 

you [Prophet]—let there be no anxiety in your heart about if, 
*(11:5) JJk'jjila ]jj£j they conceal their enmity, they hide their 
thoughts [lit. they fold up their breasts]', *(4:90) 
they became averse, they have a dilemma [lit. their chests became 
constricted]', *(100:10) jj’i-all ^ U when the secrets are 

brought out [lit. what is in the bosoms is gathered]', *(20:25) 

J ease the constriction of my heart, lift up my heart, 
*(10:57) jjjioll 141 a healing for what is in the hearts [of 
humankind]', *(26:13) my chest becomes constricted, I 

feel constrained, I become dumb-founded 2 mind, thought, heart 
(114:5) iJ he who insinuates [his evil 

suggestions] into the hearts of humankind. 

s-d-‘’ to cleave, to split; to cause a headache; to disperse, to 
scatter; to traverse, to cross from one side to the other, to journey; 
crack, fissure, cleavage; scattering, standing out; to comply with, 
to attain to. Of this root, five forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: dsda’"', yassadda‘’un', yusadda’^um, 

mutasaddd and sad^’. 

dsda^’ [imper. v. with prep. J attain to, comply with; 
reveal, distinguish between; disperse (15:94) 'j-yi Uj j-'i^li 



so proclaim openly what you have been commanded 
[to say], and ignore the polytheists. 

yassadda‘'un (assimilated form of 
yatasadda‘'un) [imperf. v. VIII, intrans.] to crack up, to scatter 
away, to separate, to fragment (30:43) ‘j jiU 

'fJji 5011 Id j'jx Sf set your face [stand firm in your 

devotion] to the upright religion, before there comes, from God, a 
day which cannot be averted—on that Day, they [humankind] will 
fall. 

^j^'i^yusadda‘'un [pass, imperf. of v. II] to be separated, to 
be caused to have a headache, hangover (56:19) V j V 

ofiyk from which they are caused neither headache nor 
intoxication. 

mutasaddi^" [act. part.] cracking, collapsing, splitting 
asunder (59:21) jl 

<111 if We had sent this Qur’an down upon a mountain, you would 
have seen it humbled, split asunder out of the fear of God. 

sad'’ [n./v. n.] crack, split, fault (86:12) pd j 
by the earth splitting open [with the sprouting of trees and 
herbage, or with fissures and faults]. 

<.^1^10^ s-d-f side of a mountain, two mountains meeting together; 
one side of an oyster shell; to find to be equal; to lean to one side, 
to turn away, to shun; to encounter, to come upon. Of this root, 
two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: sadafa four times 

and sadafayn once. 

i_i4ua sadafa i [v. intrans.] to turn aside, to turn away from 
(6:157) <111 pud PjS Jdii! Ifii who could be more 

unjust than someone who rejects God’s revelations and turns 
away from them? 

sadafayn [dual of n. ^4-^. sadaf] two parallel sides, two 
sides of a ravine, two parallel close mountains (18:96) 'fiji 

he had evened out the space between [the sides] of the two 
mountains. 
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s-d-q to say, tell, utter, speak the truth; to fulfil one’s 
promise; (of the morning) to shine clearly; to he true to 
(principles or friends); the truth; steadfastness; to befriend, 
friendship; charity, alms, to give alms to the poor; dowry. Of this 
root, 22 forms occur 155 times in the Qur’an: sadaqa 15 

times; tj^saddaqa 10 times; tasaddaqa six times; S^sidq 
14 times; jpU-a sadiq three times; sddiqun 56 times; 

sddiqdt once; ^asdaq twice; ^2-^ sadaqatun five times; 

eijla'2-a sadaqdt eight times; saduqdt once; sadiq twice; 

siddiq three times; siddlqun twice; ^2.^ siddlqatun 

once; tasdiq twice; musaddiq 18 times; 

musaddiqin once; mussaddiqin once; mussaddiqdt 

once; mutasaddiqin twice and mutasaddiqdt once. 

jiua sadaqa u I [v. intrans.] to tell the truth, speak the truth 
(27:27) 'ouilSlI caW . A we will ascertain whether you 

have told the truth, or were one of the liars II [v. trans.] to tell 
someone the truth (5:113) 25 ‘j jijj lijJa ‘J ijjj 

we wish to eat from it, to have our hearts reassured, and to know 
that you have told us the truth III [v. douhly trans.] 1 to fulfil or 
keep a promise, to honour a pledge to someone, (of a promise) to 
make good (3:152) fi j kUI jiTj indeed God had made good 
His promise to you 2 to verify, to realise, to bring into reality 
(48:27) tikJlj Uyjll fljdj 251 God has brought about His 

Messenger’s vision in truth. 

jAua saddaqa I [v. II, intrans.; also with prep, j for emphasis] 
to accept as true (66:12) I^j'j pUi she accepted the 

truth of her Lord’s words and His Scriptures', *(75:31) V'j (j2P. 515 
he absolutely rejected [lit. he neither believed nor prayed] II 
[trans.] 1 to confirm the truthfulness of (37:37) Jj 

no!-he has brought the truth and confirmed the earlier 
messengers 2 to realise, to bring into reality (37:105) tjijll 25 
you have fulfdled the dream 3 to back up (28:34) j* 4^1 j 

[j! UU4 jppf and my brother 

Aaron is more eloquent than me in speech: send him with me, as 
a backer [to confirm my word]—I fear that they may call me a liar 
4 to prove the validity, to verify something (34:20) 25rj 
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J/Vu- 


Wi Satan proved right his opinion of them. 

j'iuflj tasaddaqa (assimilated form '^assaddaqa) [v. V, 

intrans.] 1 to give alms (9:75) Gwi ‘(jji if He gives us 

some of His bounty, we will certainly give alms 2 to treat 
eharitably and kindly (12:88) Gi?.j GiAlj Uli- jjJjJI 

iGit Gi mjG jVj- Master, misfortune has touched us 

and our folk, and we bring poor merchandise, so fdl the measure 
for us, and be charitable to us 3 to forgo one’s right for God’s 
sake (4:92) y Vj 4_aL2i Jia 

I ja!Liu and whoever kills a believer by mistake [then he has the 
duty of] freeing a believing slave and paying compensation/blood 
money to the [victim’s]family, unless they [charitably] forgo [it], 

sidq I [n.] truthfulness (33:24) so 

that God may reward the truthful for their truthfulness', *(10:93) 
i‘jL a good settlement, a goodly abode', *(17:80) lG-ao 
Godly entrance, true ingoing', *(17:80) Godly exit, true 

outgoing', *(10:2) sure footing', *(54:55) 0 ^ 44- a secure 

exalted place [lit. a seat of truth]', *(19:50) either tongue 

of truthfulness (i.e. the trait of truth-telling) or, good reputation 
(i.e., being praised by others) II [quasi-aet. part] 1 true (46:16) 
[jjic-J IjjlS Ac-'j the true promise which they were 

promised 2 [adverbially] in truth (6:115) 2 )u'j cLdj 

the words of your Lord have come to pass in truth and justice. 

jjlua sadiq [aet. part.; pi. sadiquw, fern. pi. 

sadiqdt] 1 true (51:5) ijpt-al (jji jj U«jj what you [people] are 
promised is indeed true 2 telling the truth (40:28) “■'57.-.) GpU^ ^ "y'j 
’udL and if he is telling the truth, then some of that with 
which he threatens you will afflict you 3 one who is sineere, 
truthful (3:17) jUaloVt j jjjaGuij jjjSplLallj jjjjjlLall 

those who are steadfast, truthful, truly devout, who give [in God’s 
cause] and those praying for forgiveness in the small hours of the 
night. 

j'iufli ^asdaq [elat.] more/most true/truthful (4:122) (> ‘cffj 
who is more truthful than God in speech?! 
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5iiua sadaqatun [n.; pi. sadaqdt] 1 alms (obligatory or 

voluntary) (9:103) ^ ii. take out of 

their property alms with which you cleanse them and raise their 
standing 2 [jur.] alms given to the poor to compensate for being 
unable to fulfil certain rituals (2:196) I> 59 "J 'cJS 

ji j! if any of you is ill, or has an 

ailment of the scalp, he should compensate by fasting, or 
almsgiving, or offering sacrifice. 

cjlSiua saduqdt [pi. of n. saduqatun] [jur.] obligatory 

dowry given by the groom to the bride as a requirement for 
solemnising the marriage contract (4:4) ^ »Ujll I JiVj give 

women their dowries as free gifts [upon marriage]. 

Jj4ua sadlq I [n.] a friend (26:101) V j and [we have] 

no true friend II [coll, n.] friends (24:61) j! ... "^^ [> Ijikt ‘J 
'>5? o'..-, to eat from your houses ...or [the houses of ] your friends. 

siddfq [intens. act. part.; pi. siddlqum, fern, 

siddlqatun] very truthful, given to always telling the truth, 
righteous, virtuous (5:75) 59^ [> cjk ja J ff'j Vj U 

Ulk the Messiah, son of Mary, was only a 

messenger-other messengers had come and gone before him-his 
mother was a virtuous woman, and the two of them ate food [like 
other mortals]. 

Jjiuaj tasdiq [v. n.] verification, confirming (12:111) 'JS. U 
5 u'a) 'iffi ffjm it [this revelation] is no fabricated tale, 

but a confirmation of that which preceded it. 

musaddiq [act. part.; pi. musaddiqln] 1 one who 

believes (37:52—3) 421 l4U=.f.j Qjj USj lio liSl (jjaa,^241 (jJ tsikl lJj£ 
'tjjjjid saying ‘Are you truly one of those who believe that after we 
die and become dust and bone, we shall be brought for 
judgement?’ 2 one confirming, verifying (5:48) '.421 Uljjj'j 

't> 5 u '2 'JL U1 laal^ 1^4 We sent to you [Muhammad] the 
Book with the truth, confirming the Scriptures that came before it. 

mutasaddiqln (assimilated form mussaddiqln) 

[pi. of act. part, mutasaddiq (assimilated form 
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mussaddiq), fem. pi. cISxm mutasaddiqat (assimilated form 
mussaddiqdt)] alms-giving person (57:18) 

ja Ijliajaij alms-giving men and 

women who lend God a good loan will have it doubled. 

isj^jo^ s-d-y intense thirst, to beeome thirsty; elapping of the hands, 
eeho; to soothe, to eoax; to endeavour; human eorpse, skull. Of 
this root, two forms oeeur onee each in the Qur’an: tasaddd 

and tasdiyatun. 

tasaddd [imperf. of v. V (with the prefix j elided), 
intrans.] to accost, to confront, to give full attention (80:5-6) i> t!\ 
y cjjU as for the self-satisfied one (i.e., one who has 
no need [for God, for you [Prophet] or for the Truth]), you give 
full attention to him. 

tasdiyatan [v. n.] clapping of the hands (8:35) 'JS U'j 
Vj ciull ojc. their prayer at the House is nothing 

but a whistling and a clapping of hands. 

to he, or become, pure, sheer, clear, unmixed; purity; 
tower, high building; a court or an open area, in a house. Of this 
root, one form, ^ sarh, occurs four times in the Qur’ an. 

sarh [n.] 1 tower, palace, lofty structure (40:36-37) cfi 
build me a tall tower that I may 
reach the roads to the heavens 2 patio, inner courtyard, glazed 
flooring (27:44) ^ ’-d'j llii [fs it 

was said to her, ‘Enter the palace/palace hall, ’ but when she saw 
it, she took it to be a deep pool of water, and bared her legs. 

th/o^ ?-f-kh to scream, shriek, to call for help, yell, loud cry. Of 
this root, four forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: 
yastasrikh once; yastarikhun 11 times; sarlkh 11 

times and musrikh twice. 

^Juaauu yastasrikh [imperf. of v. X, trans.] to cry to someone 
for help (28:18) a4»Vlj rji.-.iu.i lili and there it was, the 

one who had sought his help the day before, was [again] crying 
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out to him for help. 

yastarikhun [imper. of v. VIII, intrans.] to yell, to 
bellow, to seream, to eall out in anguish (35:37) 'dj^ j 

lj£ bj'j and there they will cry out loud, 

‘Lord, let us out, and we will do righteous deeds, not what we 
were doing [before]’. 

sarlkh [v. n./aet. part.] erying out for help; one who 
eomes to the reseue in response (36:43) V j "(4^ !ia "^jij Lsj bjj 
(jjjijj JJk and if We will. We will drown them, and there would be 
no help for them, (or, there will be no [time for them to utter a] 
cry for help) and they will not be rescued. 

musrikh [aet. part.] one who eomes to the reseue in 
response to a ery of help (14:22) Jujf U'j u! U 7 

cannot come to your rescue, nor can you help me. 

s-r-r freezing eold, frost; (sound) sereeehing, grating, 
ereaking; (of a buzzard) to ery; to tie up, to purse, to eonstriet; to 
persist. Of this root, three forms oeeur six times in the Qur’an: 
^asarra four times; sirr onee and sarratin onee. 

'jua\ ^asarra [v. IV, intrans.] to insist, persist (45:8) 

p who hears God’s revelations being recited to 

him, yet persists in his arrogance. 

sirr [n.] extreme eoldness (also extreme heat) (3:117) 

^ 44 pi j like a wind full of biting 

cold that strikes and destroys the harvest of a people who have 
wronged themselves. 

5>-a sarratin [v. n.] loud ery, great commotion (51:29) 

4 ^ jj44 ejlla'j 444 j ^ ’■cVJd then his wife entered with 

a loud cry, struck her [own] face and said, ‘[I am only] a barren 
old woman! ’ 

j/o=/j/c>= s-r-s-r screeching, or creaking, sound of a cricket, 
cricket; to be vehemently noisy; to be extremely frosty. Of this 
root, one form, sarsar, occurs three times in the Qur’ an. 




sarsar [quasi-act. part.] (of wind) screaming, wailing, 
roaring (69:6) I jk^fi ili. lll'j as for [the people of] 

‘'ad, they were destroyed by a mighty wailing wind. 

sirdt [n., a borrowing from Ancient Greek through Latin, 
occurring 45 times in the Qur’an] 1 road, highway, pathway 
(7:86) 'off- jj jL Ijika Yj and do not sit in every pathway, 
threatening [wayfarers]', *(1:6) LI'J-oll UAl guide us to the 

straight path [also interpreted as: the true religion, the way of the 
righteous, the religion of Islam] 2 an undertaking, a promise 
(15:41) JuaLi LI'j^ li* Jla He said, ‘This is a promise from Me 
[that will be kept]’ 3 [with the definite article the Path, the 

bridge spanning Hell which all humankind would have to cross 
on the Day of Judgement (in one interpretation of 36:66) iUj "jTj 
Lrjloll I ja^li ILidal had Wc willed. We would 

obliterate their eyes, then they would race to get to the Path, but 
how could they see [it]? 

to knock down, to wrestle; epilepsy. Of this root, one 
form, ^s^‘y-^ sar^d, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^^’y^ sar^d [pi. of quasi-pass. part, ^y^ sarT] knocked down, 
thrown on the ground, knocked down dead (69:7) 
fijs. jl^l (_s4 so you could have seen the people there 
lying dead as if they were hollow palm-tree trunks. 

i-i /jjya s-r-f to divert the direction, to avert, to repel; to cause to 
turn, or to shift, from one state to another, to dissuade; to dismiss; 
to creak, to grate; to exchange. Of this root, eight forms occur 30 
times in the Qur’an: sarafa nine times; jL. surifa five 

times; sarrafa 10 times; I ‘’insarafu once; sarfan 

once; tasrif twice', li jy-^ masrufan once and y^ masrif 

once. 

uiy^ sarafa i [v. trans.] 1 to turn away, to divert from (9:127) 
4 ill God turns their hearts 2 [with prep. <^j] to direct 
towards (46:29) I'jjj jjj and when 

We directed a group of jinn to you [Prophet] to listen to the 
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Qur’an 3 [with prep. i>] to cause to turn, or divert, away from 
(25:65) ^'-“j our Lord, turn away from us the 

chastisement of Hell. 

sarrafa [v. II, trans.] to expedite, to explain, to arrange 
(6:46) "f>A p P'jVI see how We explain Our 

revelations in various ways, yet still they turn away. 

dnsarafa [v. VII] to leave, to go away, to depart (9:127) 
I p Ja they look at one another 

surreptitiously [as if to say], ‘Does anyone see you?’ then they 
leave [sneak away[. 

sarf [v. n. used adverbially] manipulating; averting; 
taking the matter in hand (25:19) Ua (jjljii U<u fiS aaa 

\’J^ Yj they have written off what you say as lies: you cannot 
avert [the punishment[, nor will you get any help. 

tasrIf[Y. n.] directing, managing, manipulating (2:164) 
f^-441 Qij i-jla-joillj in the 

managing of the winds and clouds that are made to run appointed 
courses between the sky and the earth: there are signs in all these 
for those who use their minds. 

ma^rw/[pass, part.] averted, taken away, abated (11:8) 
)4j4 li pfi Sf! indeed, on the Day it [the chastisement] 
comes upon them, it will not be averted from them. 

ti masrif [v. n./adv. of place] turning away, escaping; a 
place to turn to (18:53) Ij4h '4[4-=^ Ijliia jUll JJdl J\'fj 
la the evildoers will see the Fire and they will deem that 
they are about to fall into it and they will find no escape from it 
(or, no place to which to escape away from it). 

(»/j/o= s-r-m to cut off, to sever, to separate, plucking off; to forsake; 
to pass away; the first and last parts of the night, the night; sharp, 
decisive. Of this root, three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 
yasrim\ ^ jU^ sdrim and sarlm. 

yasrim [imperf v. trans.] to cut off, to harvest (68:17) Uj 
ux-*I jj U'jL US JUU'jIj We tried them as 




We tried the owners of the garden, who swore that they would 
harvest its fruits when they entered into the morning. 

sdrim [act. part.] one who cuts off, harvests (68:22) I 

go early to your field if you are 
[determined] on harvesting. 

sarim [quasi-pass, part./n.] completely stripped hare, 
barren land; night (68:20) and by morning it was 

as if it was stripped bare or like a desolate land (or, burnt up and 
black like the dark night). 

to climb up, to ascend, to surface; high land, the upper 
crust of the earth, clean soil; (of breath) to labour, to undergo 
difficulty, distress. Of this root, six forms occur nine times in the 
Qur’an: iiL^yas'^ad once; ijL^yus'^id once; ^’tl^yassa'^'^ad once; 
sa'^udan once; sa‘'udan once and sa‘'Idfour times. 

yafad [imperf v. intrans.] to go up, to rise up, to climb 
up, to ascend (35:10) lW' j ^4^^' 54* to Him 

ascend the good words and righteous deeds He raises [to 
Himself] [also interpreted as: the good work exalts the doer). 

tudid [imperf of v. IV, intrans.] to move off briskly, to 
climb up in a hurry (3:153) Jjl-l>l*j Vj j* 

^ when you fled in mindless panic [lit. not paying heed to 
anyone] while the Messenger was calling out to you from behind 
you. 

yassa’^’^ad (assimilated form of yatasa‘'‘'ad) [imperf. 
of V. VIII, intrans. with prep. (^] to laboriously ascend or climb 
(6:125) fLttJojll ^ > dj U&jtk 1V. ^ but 

whomsoever He wishes to lead astray, He will make his chest 
tight, constricted as if he were ascending into the sky (some 
contemporary interpreters link this verse with the observable 
phenomenon of the loss of breath as we go up in the sky). 

sa‘'ad [v. n.] ascending, overpowering, severe (72:17) I>j 
Ulic. a£Lu <fj jSp ‘dc. but anyone who turns away from 
his Lord’s Revelation, He will send him into ascending/spiralling 
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torment. 

sa‘'ud [quasi-act. part.] insurmountable difficulty, great 
torment (or a name of a mountain of fire in Hell) (74:16-17) 
li^jl^ loii UjUV (jlS no!—he has been stubbornly hostile to 
Our revelation; I will inflict a spiralling torment on him. 

sa‘'Id [n.] 1 clean soil, dust (4:43) IiU )ja 
j 'ji but if you cannot find water, then find 

clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands [with it] 2 
(elevated) flat land; barren land (18:40) fU«Ul (> 
liTj and He will send on it a measured thunderbolt 

from the sky, so it will become slippery barren earth. 

(in camels) a disease that causes a distortion and 
twisting of the neck to one side; to turn away one’s cheek from 
people out of contempt arising from pride. Of this root, one form, 
tusa‘'‘'ir, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tusa‘'dr [imperf of v. II, trans.] to turn the cheek away, 
or toward, in pride (31:18) Vj do not arrogantly 

turn your cheek toward/away from people. 

j/£,/o= thunderbolt, to smite with a thunderbolt, to be 

thunderstruck; to fall down unconscious, to stupefy. Of this root, 
five forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: sadqa once; 

yus^aq once; saHqan once; sddqatun six times and 

(jtl j^sawddq twice. 

sadqa a [quasi-pass. v. of sa‘'aqa, intrans.] to pass 
out, to swoon, to become thunderstruck, to be knocked 
unconscious (39:68) ^ jjLai 

kill iUS yi and the trumpet will be sounded, and those in the 
heavens and those on earth will fall senseless (or, dead, or, losing 
their reason), save those whom God wills. 

sa‘'iq [quasi-pass, part.] thunderstruck, knocked down 
unconscious (7:143) li4^ 14 'j k]j4- Jj^JI ’4'j and 

when his Lord revealed Himself to the mountain He made it 
crumble to dust, and Moses collapsed unconscious. 



526 


j/e/o^ 


Ajp.lua saHqatun [n.; pi. sawaHq] 1 a thunderbolt (4:153) 
‘■>a,4hi and they were struck by the thunderbolt for 

their injustice 2 deafening noise, thundering (2:19) 

jia. otl jlall (> they put their fingers into their ears 

to keep out the [noise of] thunderclaps for fear of death. 

jltl^ ?-8h-r youth, being youthful; small, to be small, little, slight, 
to shrink; to be small in the eyes of others; to be base, 
contemptible. Of this root, five forms occur 13 times in the 
Qur’an: sdghirun five times; saghlr three times; 

s saghlratan twice; >1^1 '’asghar twice and jU^ saghdr 
once. 

sdghirun [pi. of act. part. sdghir] one who is 
humiliated, humbled, disgraced (27:37) j 

and we will drive them out of it, abased and humbled. 

saghlr [quasi-act. part., fern. Sjji^ saghlratun] 1 small, 
slight (9:121) Vj i'jiS Yj ^ 'oM Vj 

and they never spend a little or a large amount [for God’s cause], 
or traverse a mountain pass, without it being recorded to them 2 
young, youthful (17:24) Vj Ja'j and say, 

‘Lord, have mercy on them both, just as they reared me when I 
was young’. 

JiLa\ ^asghar [elat] smaller, slighter, lesser (10:61) ‘cf- 2jj5<j Uj 
^ Vj Sfj 411i •;> -jlJ Yj fUUl ^ Yj J jj'i Jlic I> '4j 

ijid utS not even the weight of a speck of dust on earth or in 
heaven escapes from your Lord, nor what is less than that or 
greater, without it being [written] in a clear record. 

jUlus saghdr [n.] humiliation, abasement (6:124) (jiill 
010,1 ojloi j 5011 oki jUl-a I jlo'jki abasement in the sight of God and 
severe torment will befall those who have committed evil. 

j/£/o= s-gh-w inclination, or twisting, of the mouth; to incline, to 
swerve. Of this root, one form, saghd, occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 
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saghd i/a/u [v. intrans.] 1 to incline, to lean towards, to 
swerve (6:113) V 'ajill S-jja! /ef f/ie hearts of 

those who do not believe in the Hereafter incline towards it 2 to 
go astray, to deviate (66:4) USijla aaa UjS "(jj if both of 
you [wives] repent to God [then you have done the right 
thing] for your hearts had deviated. 

s-f-h width or broad side of a mountain; the side, or lateral, 
or outward part, face, or surface, flatness or wide smooth 
expanse; to turn away from someone’s crime, to forgive, to let 
off, to set free; to take someone’s hand in salute. Of this root, 
three forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: tasfahu twice; 

dsfah four times and safh twice. 

tasfah [imperf. v. intrans.] to forgive, to pardon (24:22) 

<111 'Jiu and let them pardon and 

forgive—do you not wish that God should forgive you? 

safh [v. n.] 1 forgiving, pardoning (15:85) ^llJI tjjj 
the Hour is certainly coming, so forgive with 
gracious forgiveness 2 turning to one side, averting *(43:5) 
jkill Lj jliajai should We stop talking about you 

completely (or, should We ignore you completely and turn this 
Revelation away from you). 

s-f-d shackles, fetters, thongs, chains; to bind; to give freely. 
Of this root, one form, ^asfad, occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

jliluai ^asfad [pi. of n. safad] fetters, shackles (14:49) lsIhj 
^ fdji (jAoJaJdl you will see the sinners on that Day, 
bound in fetters. 

s-f-r whistle, to whistle, to utter a whistle-like sound; to 
become empty, void or vacant; to become yellow, (of plants) to 
wither away to the point of becoming yellow. Of this root, three 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: safrcd once; sufr 

once and 1 musfarran three times. 

f.\JLasafrd^ [quasi-act. part.; pi. J^sufr) yellow (2:69) s'jSj 
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"jlu yii irjt-a it should be a yellow cow of vivid hue 
that delights the onlookers. 

musfarr [quasi-act. part.] yellow, turning yellow, 
withering away (39:21) ‘fi irjia ^ U^j'j 5 U 

liiUak then He brings forth with it vegetation of various 
colours; then it wilts, so you see it turning yellow; then He turns 
it into debris. 

s-f-s-f to be empty, deserted or vacant; a level tract of 
land with no herbage or water. Of this root, one form, 
safsafan, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

safsaf [quasi-act. (possibly pass.) part.] levelled to the 
ground, smooth, having no herbage (20:106-107) 1^15 Ujia 

11«! V'j Vjc. tjji V He will leave it a flat plain, you will see no 
peak or trough in it. 

(J/iJ/o-a s-f-f to arrange in ranks, lines, or rows, to set side by side, 
to arrange in a straight line; to stand in ranks, to line up. Of this 
root, five forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: sajfan seven 

times; sdffdt twice; sdjfun once; sawdjf once 

and ^ masfufatun twice. 

uua saff [v. n./n.] forming into rows or lines; a row or line, 
ranks (61:4) [jli bj God 

truly loves those who fight in solid ranks for His cause, like a 
well-compacted walk, * name of Sura 61, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the mention in verse 4 of the urging of those 
who strive in His cause to stand together in solid "Ranks". 

cjlllua sdjfdt [pi. of act. part. sdffatun] 1 those standing in 
or forming a rank, line or a row (37:1) It-a plillollj by those 
[angels] ranged in rows', * pUlUl name of Sura 37, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the angels being 
"Ranged in Rows’ 2 (of birds in flight) extending their wings in a 
straight line (gliding) (67:19) U )4a"ja jill 

Vj do they not see the birds above them spreading 

their wings, gliding and closing [them, beating the air], with 






529 


nothing to hold them up save for the Merciful? 

til sawdjf [pi. of act. part. sdjfatun] lining up in rows or 

lining up their feet (22:36) 5 '^' Uli 4 . Jairj 

'fj I jjSiU and We have appointed camels for you as 
part of God’s sacred rites, in them there is goodness for you, so 
invoke God’s name over them as they stand in line [for sacrifice]. 

masfufatun [pass, part.] arranged in rows (88:15) 

^jslax and cushions set in rows. 

s-f-n (of horses) to stand on three legs with the edge of one 
of the front hoofs just touching the ground (a sign of a 
thoroughbred), to set the feet side by side, to stand confronting a 
party of people; to compact dry herbage into a nest; nest, water¬ 
skin. Of this root, sdfindt, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

cjUilua sdfindt [pi. of act. part. sdfinatun] (of horses) 
standing with one leg bent, standing majestically (38:31) jj 
djUitloll when, at the close of the day, well-bred 

light-footed horses were paraded before him. 

s-f-w to purify, purity, pure; to choose, to select above 
others, the choice, the elite, the select; hard smooth rock. Of this 
root, six forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: '’afid twice; 

’’istafd 12 times; mustafayn once; <. 5 ^^ musaffd 

once; Ulall ’’al-safd once and safwdn once. 

"afid [v. IV, trans.] to grant (something to someone), to 
favour over others, to single out in favour, or preference, over 
others (17:40) liuj iijfj ‘^j what!?, has 

your Lord favoured you people with sons and taken daughters 
[for Himself] from the angels!? 

dstafd [v. VIII, trans.] to choose, select in preference to 
(3:42) fllu ific. tSlUlaLalj (jJ Mary, God 

has chosen you and made you pure-He has indeed chosen you 
above [all] women of the worlds’. 

mustafayn [pi. of pass. part. mustafd] the chosen 
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ones, the select (38:47) (>1 Uit J4jjj and they, in 

Our sight, are among the chosen, the truly good. 

yiuali musaffd [pass, part.] clarified, purified (47:15) I> 

Jioi. and rivers of clarified honey. 

Ulall ^al-safd [n.] ^al-Safa and ^al-Marwatu (q.v.) are two hills 
adjacent to the Ka'^ba between which a pilgrim trots in 
commemoration of what Hagar did in search of water for her 
baby, Ishmael (2:158) _).ojc.I jI eiiull ifes IsL^all jjJ 

U^j iji ^Uk !ia Safa and ^al-Marwatu are among the rites 
of God, so for those who make major or minor pilgrimage to the 
House it is no offence to circulate between the two (the Muslims 
were first reluctant to perform this rite, for the idolaters had 
installed an idol on top of each). 

safwdn [n.] a solid smooth rock (2:264) ^0^4 

liLa ^'jji Jjfj l-jI jp his deed is like that of a slab of 

smooth solid rock with earth on it: heavy rainfalls and leaves it 
[lit. hard and smooth] completely bare. 

SjS/Qa s-k-k to slap with the hand, violent strike with a ringing 
sound; to shut, to close. Of this root, one form, sakkat, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

itLa sakka u [v. trans.] to slap, smack, smite with loud noise 
(51:29) Ad'fti pati then his wife entered with a 

loud cry, and struck her [own] face. 

^1(11 s-l-b the backbone, the spine; the loins; to become hard, 
rigid, firm, solid, tough, stiff; to become strong; to place two 
pieces of wood cross-wise, to crucify. Of this root, five forms 
occur eight times in the Qur’an: salaba once; yuslab 

once; '’usallib four times; sulb once and lJSIJ ^asldb 
once. 

pLfl salaba u [v. trans.] to crucify (4:157) »U'j ijK Uj they 
did not kill him, nor did they crucify him. 

pLa) ^usallib [imperf v. II, trans.] to crucify in number (20:71) 
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tiklll and I will crucify you all on the trunks of 

palm trees. 

sulb [n.; pi. ^asldb] loins; (possibly) backbone 

(86:7) t-ALoll ifli which issue(s) from between the 

loins and breastbones. 

C/cl/c>= ?-l-h to be or beeome, good, uncorrupt, right, just, virtuous, 
righteous, honest; to be in a good, healthy or proper state; to be 
fit, or, suitable for; to settle differenees amicably; reconciliation; 
peace. Of this root, 10 forms occur 240 times in the Qur’an: 
salaha twiee; ^aslaha 28 times; sulh twiee; sdlih 47 
times; sdlihayn onee; sdlihun 26 times; cuUJU^ 

sdlihdt 82 times; '’isldh seven times; muslih onee and 
muslihun four times. 

salaha (also saluha) u [v. intrans.] to be good, 
virtuous, to do right (13:23) 

Gardens of Eden which they shall enter, with all 
who do right from among their ancestors, spouses and 
descendants. 

ji-a) ^aslaha [v. IV, trans.] 1 to effeet reeoneiliation between, 
to make peaee between (2:224) tliw ' jkL^'j and making peace 
between people 2 to agree on a settlement (4:128) I> ciiU. pj j 
Lo^joj 1 ^J,y 1 !4a Ibiljkj jl Ijjjij and if a wife 

fears high-handedness or alienation on her husband’s part, 
neither of them will be blamed if they agree between themselves 
on a settlement 3 to mend, put right, eure, heal (21:90) ^ li^la 
Akj'j liVr.Jj 4J Uja'jj so Wc answered him, and gave him 
John, and cured his wife [of barrenness] for him 4 to eause to be 
good, upright (10:81) J2c- V d! b! j^' ^ 'k 

yjA...a21l what you have brought is sorcery and God will show it to 
be false-God does not make right the work of mischief-makers 5 
[with no objeet] to make amends (5:39) bji y- Ido y«a 

djA <111 but if anyone repents after his wrongdoing and makes 
amends, God will accept his repentance 6 [with no objeet] to do 
right, to behave justly (7:142) Jjk- ^ Vj 
y^jalll take my place among my people-act rightly and do not 
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follow the way of those who cause corruption. 

sulh I [n./v. n.] reconciliation, peaceful settlement; 
reaching a negotiated settlement (4:128) peacefully 

settling differences is best II [n.] [jur.] terms of a negotiated 
settlement, an agreed settlement (4:128) ujj 

IkLa '41^ ‘j ‘J and if a wife fears high¬ 

handedness or alienation on her husband’s part, neither of them 
will defaulted if they agree between themselves on [the terms of] 
a settlement. 

sdlih I [act. part./quasi-act. part.; dual sdlihaym, pi. 
salihum, fern. pi. sdlihdt] 1 righteous, pious (18:82) 

14a ji\ (jlk j and their father had been a righteous man 2 good 
(9:120) 50 "(4i '^1 ^ '^j nor inflict any 

harm on an enemy, but a good deed is thereby recorded for them 
3 fit, capable, able, suitable (in one interpretation of 24:32) 1y>4jfj 
(j^lloll j <^1 jVi and marry off the singles among you 

and those of your male and female slaves who are suitable [for 
marriage] [also: who are righteous] II [in the plural, nominalised 
act. part.] 1 the righteous (4:34) Uj eijl^li 

so the righteous females [wives] are devout, guarding the 
intimacy [between themselves and their husbands] [lit. the 
unknown] in accordance with what God has [commanded to be] 
guarded (or, guarding [themselves] in [their husbands’] absence) 
2 [fern. pL] good works, good deeds (2:25) 1 ji«4j I fffj 
jt^jVl 14 j4j ‘J pliJllall [Prophet] give those who 

believe and do good deeds the news that they will have Gardens 
through which streams flow III [proper noun] name of the 
prophet who was sent to the people of Thamud (q.v.) (11:61) yij 
14JU^ "^U.! 3 fu and to the Thamud, [We sent] their brother, Salih. 

dsldh [v. n.] 1 reconciliation, effecting peace (4:114) V 
0^141 jjjj _).ol Qji Vj )»Al_yaJ jjjS there 

is no good in most of their secret talks, except those who 
command charity, or good, or reconciliation between people 2 
reforming, bringing order (7:56) V j do 

not spread corruption on earth after it has been set right 3 
looking after things in the proper way (2:220) <^'^1 41jjllluj 
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about [dealing with] the orphans- 
say, ‘Improving their condition is best for them’. 

muslih [act. part; pi. muslihun] 1 one who acts 

well, rightly, justly or properly (11:117) ^ di'j 'JS. Uj 

your Lord would not destroy any town for wrong 
beliefs [alone] so long as its people are acting well [towards one 
another] 2 one who improves things, reformer, peacemaker 
(2:220) (> God distinguishes those who 

spread corruption from those who improve things. 

s-l-d hard, smooth, thick rock, to be hard and smooth; to be 
niggardly. Of this root, one form, said, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

said [quasi-act. part.] (of a stone) hard and smooth (2:264) 
loLa Jjfj ’dC.dii LjI'jj JuS. ’dLi his deed is like that of 

a slab of smooth solid rock with earth on it—heavy rain falls and 
leaves it completely bare [lit. hard and smooth^. 

s-l-s-l noisy ass; the sound of a bell; dry clay on the 
ground that makes a ringing sound when it is struck. Of this root 
one form, salsdl, occurs four times in the Qur’an. 

Jtual^a salsdl [n.] dry clay (15:26) I> ‘ly. Uak asij 

We created humankind out of dry clay formed from 
moulded mud. 

j/6lo^ s-l-w the small of the back; the two bones surrounding the 
root of the tail of an animal, to hit a camel on that part; to come at 
the rear of; to bend, to bend in supplication, to pray, to perform 
prayers; to adhere to. Philologists classify with the meaning 
‘synagogue’, which is a form borrowed from Hebrew, under this 
root. Of this root, five forms occur 99 times in the Qur’an: 
solid 12 times; saldtun (Qur’anic spelling sj—La) 78 times; 
djIjLa salawdt five times; ojLLo musallln three times and 
musalld once. 

yi-a solid [v. II, intrans.] 1 [jur.] to perform one of the 
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prescribed prayers, particularly the five daily ones, in the 
prescribed manner (4:102) I jL^yla \jL^ P&j then 

let another group, who have not yet prayed, come to pray with 
you 2 [with prep. <^] to invoke God’s peace and blessings upon 
the Prophet (33:56) UuLu IjX.j fuL II you who 
believe, invoke [God’s] blessings upon him [the Prophet] and 
salute him with greetings of peace (or, surrender yourselves 
completely to his guidance) 3 (of God and the angels) to bless 
(33:43) jj41 ^Ldiall qx ^ >5jrr - j* it is He 

and His angels who bless you, to bring you out of darkness into 
the light 4 (of the Prophet) to pray for (9:103) ^'4^ ji. 

J 41 iljX-a ‘ij\ l^j take out of their 

property alms with which you cleanse them and raise their 
standing and pray for them—your prayer is a comfort to them. 

Situa saldtun I [n.; pi. eijljLa salawdtun] 1 [jur.] the prescribed 
Islamic prayers, particularly the five daily ones which are 
considered one of the five pillars of Islam (2:238) ^jc. IjkalX. 

observe your prayers and [particularly] the 
middle one [said to be either the afternoon or the dawn prayer] 
[also interpreted as: prayers performed in the best of ways) 2 
prayer in general, worship (19:59) I[> ujij 
^ JjSL I jkuVj but there came after them successors 

who lost [all thoughts of] prayer and followed lusts-so they will 
meet with evil 3 (by God) blessing (2:157) "^'j I> cA'jL^ 21 jiJ 

^ j j those [people] will be given blessings and mercy from their 
Lord 4 adoration and supplication to God by all beings (24:41) jjl 
^alc. .i3 j)Vnl\ ' ^ ^ <111 ^1 Jp 

<kji‘..n'j have you not considered that God is glorified by all that is 
in the heavens and on earth, as do the birds [in flight] with wings 
outstretched?-[He knows the glorification and the prayer of each 
[also interpreted as: each one [creature] knows its own 
[particular] prayer and glorification] 5 religious teachings in 
general (ll:87)ljyOi U 41’jjj ‘J 21’jXti Ijili they said, 

‘Shu‘’ayb, does your prayer [religion] tell you that we should 
forsake what our forefathers worshipped?’ 6 Jewish temples, 
synagogues (22:40) oddu ff-df '(_piljll 5 UII ^3 Yflj 

'jjjS ^1 Jlol 14 ^ were it not for God repelling 
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some people by means of others, many monasteries, churches, 
synagogues and mosques, where God’s name is much mentioned, 
would surely have been destroyed II [v. n.] praying (19:31) 

U slSjll'j and He has enjoined upon me 

praying and almsgiving so long as I live. 

musallin [pi. of act. part. musalll] those who 

perform the daily prayers (74:43) 1 jlli and they will 

say, ‘We were not amongst those who observe their prayers’. 

musalla [n. of place] a place in which prayers are 
performed (2:125) j take the spot where 

Abraham stood as a place of prayer. 

?-l-y to roast, to broil, to fry (meat, flesh), to burn; to cause 
to suffer; to slander; to delude; to warm oneself before a fire; 
suffering, hardship. Of this root, seven forms occur 25 times in 
the Qur’an: yasll 13 times; sallu once; ^uslT four 

times', yastalun twice; Jt-a sdlin once; sdlun twice; 

siliyy once and tasliyatun once. 

yasll (variant reading (^11^ yasll) [imperf. of v. 
saliya, intrans.] to roast, to bum (4:10) 'xjx. J'^f oijl' bj 
fjjjLo IjU oJ^ toij those who consume the 

property of orphans unjustly, they surely consume fire in their 
bellies and they will burn in a blazing flame. 

IjLa sallu [imper. of v. 11, trans.] bum up before or in the fire, 
lead into the fire (69:31) »jX-^ JX then lead him to burn in the 
Fire. 

JU '’usli [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to cause to suffer burning, 
to cause to burn up, to roast to the point of burning completely 
(4:56) Qh .-^*1 XuUij those who reject Our 

revelations. We will burn them up by Fire. 

yastalun [imperf. of v. Vlll, intrans.] to warm up 
before an open fire (28:29) 't> ‘J fjU 

jUll I have caught sight of afire—I may bring you news 
from there, or a burning brand that you may warm yourselves. 
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JU^ sMn [act. part.; pi. salun] one who suffers the heat 

of a scorching fire (38:59) jUll ■f4jj ^ no welcome for 

them—they shall be scorched by the Fire. 

siliyyan [v. n. of v. I saliya] scorching, roasting 
(19:70) tjj ajilU jil p then We know best who is 

most deserving of burning in it [Hell]. 

AaLaj tasliyatun [v. n. of v. II] burning in the fire, roasting to 
the point of being burnt up (56:94) and a roasting in 

Hell. 

Cijp(ja s-m-t to be silent, to be speechless; to be rugged; silence. Of 
this root, one form sdmitun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

sdmitun [pi. of act. part. sdmit] one keeping silent 
(7:193) (j j'uU . o Juj! ^ pipe, ‘p.yfu 'i ]>Ajc.!ij (jjj 

and if you call them to the Guidance, they do not follow you—it is 
the same for you whether you call them or you are silent. 

j/j»/o-a s-m-d hard, rugged, elevated ground; to be solid; support, a 
source of strength; to make for, to direct oneself towards, to aim 
at; to endeavour to reach or attain; to seek power from. Of this 
root, one form , '’al-samad, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^al-samad [quasi-act. part.] the dependable one, the one 
from whom others request help, one who is constant, [an attribute 
of God] Eternal (112:2) 22-all idll God is the Eternal, the 
Dependable *2«l-all and ^iol-all name of Sura 112, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 2 to God "the 
Eternal’. Also called o-^^UVI ^al-^ikhlds (see kh-l- s). 

s-m-"’ high tapering building; to be of small ears, to be sharp 
and tapering at the end; to be courageous, sawma‘’atun is 

classified by the philologists under this root, but it could be a 
borrowing from Ethiopic. Of this root, one form, sawdmE, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

sawdmF [pi. of n. sawma‘’atun] cloisters. 
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monasteries (22:40) . ;^V; (jaUll ^3 Vjij 

I'j^ 5 dll Jlol 144 jSi^ eijI jL^j were it not for God repelling 

some people by means of others, many monasteries, churches, 
synagogues and mosques, where God’s name is much mentioned, 
would surely have been destroyed. 

s-m-m to be solid, compact, dense; to close, to seal; to be 
deaf; to be determined. Of this root, four forms occur 15 times in 
the Qur’an: I sammu twice; ^asamma once; ^ summ 11 
times and ^asamm once. 

samma u [v. intrans.] to be or become deaf, to close one’s 
ears, to refuse to listen (5:71) <111 s-ib IIj4»i ^jui (jjkj v! 1 
44x0 I jfolx.j I 4 j 441^ and they thought no harm could afflict 
them and so they closed their eyes and ears [lit. were blind and 
deaf], then God turned [in mercy] towards them, but [again] they 
closed their eyes and ears, many of them. 

“fuA ^asamma [v. IV, trans.] to cause to become deaf, to make 
deaf (47:23) 44^^ ?444 41 j1J those are the 

ones God has cursed, and so made deaf and blinded their sight. 

4 lfl summ [pi. of n./quasi-act. part. 4^1 ’’asamm] deaf ones 
(17:97) l4lx.'j HoSj'j lIoL 4 ** jk’j fflc. 4*l>^j We gather them, 

on the Day of Resurrection, [lying] on their faces, blind, dumb 
and deaf. 

s-n-^’ to look after, to groom, to do, to commit; to make, to 
fashion, to build, to produce, to manufacture; to be dextrous; to 
take for oneself; place where rainwater gathers. Of this root, six 
forms occur 20 times in the Qur’an: sana^’a 14 times; 

tusna^’ once; ^istana'^a once; sun‘’ twice; <4jlx. san'^atun 

once and mamni^’ once. 

jl-a Sana’'a a [v. trans.] 1 to make, to contrive, to produce, to 
manufacture (20:69) Ijlulx. U ua; U throw down what 

is in your right hand—it will swallow up what they have produced 
2 to build (11:38) kw I jj4x ^ 114^4 'Am so he 

[began to] build the ark, and [while he was building it] whenever 
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a party of his people passed by him, they made fun of him 3 to do, 
to commit (5:63) ‘cf- 

tjjkjliu I jjlS U (jaaJ if only the rabbis and scholars had forbidden 
them to speak words of sin and consumption of what is unlawful?, 
How evil is what they do! 

tusna^" [pass, v.] to be reared, to be brought up, to be 
prepared (20:39) and that you should be reared 

under My eye. 

hstana^a [v. VIII, trans.] to make [in accordance] to 
one’s design, to take as a protege, to select for a very special 
purpose (20:41) I have made you (or, I have reared 

you) for a purpose of My own. 

jfLa sun" [v. n.] making, doing, handiwork (27:88) 

JS (jail uUaUl j sooU- and you will 

see the mountains, deeming them standing still, when [in fact] 
they are passing by like the passing of clouds—[this is] the 
handiwork of God, who has perfected all things. 

Ajil-a san"atun [n.] a skill, an art, a craft, a trade (21:80) sUUItj 
We taught him the craft of making coats [of mail] for 

you. 

masd"ni [pi. of n. of place/v. n./n. masna"] artefacts 
(the commentators suggest: fortresses, palaces and water supply 
systems) (26:129) (jj-4^ (jj^j and you build for 

yourselves fortresses, [thinking/hoping/presuming] that you will 
remain/live for ever. 

?ICjIo^ s-n-m idol, to shape or form or picure an idol for worship. 
The philologists, however, are inclined to regard as a 
borrowing from Hebrew (also said to be from Persian). Of this 
root, only ^Ul^l "asndm occurs five times in the Qur’ an. 

(.lluai "’asndm [pi. of n. ^ sanam] idols (14:35) iSj 

(.UlaVl 'diu "(ji (^4u4rj (jJ'f. Lord, make this town safe and turn 
me and my ojfspring away from worshipping idols. 
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j/olo^ s-n-w peer, equal, similar to; a full brother; two saplings 
growing together from the root of one tree. Of this root, one form 
sinwan, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

sinwan [dual of quasi-act. part, sinw] two palm trees 
growing out of a common root, (of palm trees) clustering, 
growing in pairs (13:4) jjc-j ^jjj 

and gardens of vineyards, plantations, and palm trees, both those 
growing, two from a single root, and those which are not. 

s-h-r to melt down, to heat up, to roast; to bring near; to 
marry into (a family), in-laws. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: yushar and sihr. 

yushar [pass, imperf. v.] to be melted down, to be 
scorched ( 22 : 20 ) ijl^fj U 5 U what is in their insides 

as well as their skins will be melted by it. 

sihr [n./quasi-act. part.] an in-law/being related through 
marriage (25:54) jAj <^nd He it 

is who created from water a human being, then made him kin by 
blood and by marriage. 

s-w-b (of rain) to pour down, torrential rain; to strike, to hit; 
to aim; to afflict, to befall; to do correctly, to be right, to be true. 
Of this root, five forms occur 77 times in the Qur’an: '’asdba 

64 times; musib once; muslbatun 10 times; 

sawdb once and sayyib once. 

ljU^I '’asdba [v. IV, trans.] 1 to strike (2:266) jh 
eja'jMkla then a whirlwind full of fire struck it and it burned 2 to 
afflict, to befall (3:146) ^41 Ijja'j ui and they did 

not become faint of heart because of what befell them in God’s 
cause 3 to fall upon (2:265) eiiili "lSj'j 

like a garden on a hill upon which heavy rain falls so that it 
doubles its normal yield 4 to desire, to will (38:36) 

;u.j ifL csJh so We subjected to him the wind, 
[bringing] prosperity at his behest wheresoever he willed 5 to 
punish (7:100) iLij if We wished. We could punish 
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them for their sins 6 to bestow upon, to grant something to 
someone (12:56) iUu dii. (J bS- 211jkj 

iUu thus We settled Joseph in that land to live wherever 

he wished—We grant Our mercy to whomsoever We will 7 to 
overtake, to overcome (2:266) Wj and old 

age has overcome him when he has feeble offspring. 

musib [act. part.] that which strikes, befalls, afflicts 
(11:81) Vj ok! Vj and let none of 

you turn round, except for your wife, for that which will befall 
them shall befall her. 

muslbatun [n.] affliction, calamity, disaster, misfortune 
(42:30) jjjS jtejj "^,4 ui ]> Uj whatever 
misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your own hands have 
done; He forgives much; *(5:106) pjJI and the 

calamity of death ajflicts you. 

Lj)j,ua sawdb [quasi-act. part.] right, correct (78:38) Vj ^ 
(Jlij k\ [> they will not speak save for the one to 

whom the Beneficent gives permission, who will say what is right. 

sayyib [n./act. part.] downpour, rainstorm (2:19) ‘j 
ic-'j'j cjUlt. ^ or like a thunderstorm from the sky full 

of darkness, thunder and lightning. 

s-w-t sound, voice, noise; to emit a sound; to cause to make 
a sound; fame, renown. Of this root, two forms occur four times 
each in the Qur’an: sawt and ^aswdt. 

sawt [n.; pi. ^aswdt] 1 voice (49:2) V (jjil 
iff I jiijj you who believe, do not raise your 

voices above the voice of the Prophet 2 sound (in an 
interpretation of 17:64) ‘jyU'j and excite 

whichever of them you can with your noise. 

?-w-r to cause to incline or lean towards, to incline to; to 
shape, to form, to fashion, to represent; sculpture, picture; to 
imagine, to conceive; to cut into pieces; to disperse; to prepare; 
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trumpet. surhunna is classified under this root, although 

some philologists and commentators derive it from the root 
s-y-r and still others derive it from ls/j/u-^ ?-r-y. Of this 
root, six forms occur 19 times in the Qur’an: surhunna 

once; Jj^ sawwara four times; suratun once; suwar 
twice; musawwir once and sur 10 times. 

jlfl sur (variant reading sir, imperf jjl^ yasur) [imper. v., 
imperf yaslr] interpreted as: have them familiarised with 
yourself; cut them into pieces; have them inclined to you (2:260) 
y. jjiall KjuJ\ iij take four of the birds and train them to 

come back to you (or, cut them into pieces). 

sawwara [v. II, trans.] to form, to give shape to, to fashion 
(40:64) ‘^Jy^jHe shaped you, and shaped you well. 

SjjLa suratun [n.; suwar] shape, form, image (82:8) 

'>££j il4 U ’ij\ in whatever form He wills, He composes you. 

Jy^\ ^al-musawwir [n./act. part.] [an attribute of God] the 
Fashioner (59:24) "Jy..^\ tsjtil ja He is God the Creator, 

the Originator, the Fashioner. 

jjlfl sur [n.] trumpet [heralding the Resurrection, cf. jjaUll], 
horn (50:20) ’fy jjLJI the Trumpet will be 

sounded—this is the Threatened Day. 

thlo^ to gather together, to collect; to measure, to estimate, a 
dry measure; to drive; to prepare; to dry up; to disperse. Of this 
root, ^yf-^suwd^", occurs once in the Qur’an. 

suwd^" (variant reading siwd’') [n.] drinking cup, 
goblet (12:72) jjju J®?- ^ I>fj they said, ‘We 

are missing the king’s cup and whoever brings it back will have a 
camel-load [of corn]. ’ 

^/j/o^ s-w-f wool, to grow wool; to swerve, to avert; to dry up. Of 
this root, Uil jlal '’aswdf, occurs 11 times in the Qur’ an. 

^aswdf [pi. of mass n. suf] (kinds of) wool 

(16:80) ^jjj h ^jj ljj,u ^ 
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(Jj Uilioj lili! U jljuSfj U jlj'Jj anJ //e has appointed for 

you, from the hides of livestock, [houses] tents that you find light 
on the day you strike camp and on the day you pitch camp; and 
from their wool, their fur and their hair, furnishings and comfort 
for a while. 

s-w-m to abstain, to observe a particular kind of abstinence, 
particularly taking food or drink, to fast; (of certain birds and 
animals) to empty the belly. Of this root, five forms occur 13 
times in the Qur’an: tasum twice; sawm once; 

siydm eight times; sd^’imm once and sd^’imdt once. 

tasum [imperf. v. intrans.] [jur.] to fast in the prescribed 
manner (2:185) so any one of you who is 

present [meeting all the prescribed conditions] that month should 
fast. 

^y^sawm [n./v. n.] abstinence, fast, fasting (19:26) 

jjla dijij (_5Jjaa 

ll-jj SO eat, drink, and be tranquil, and if you see any mortal, say: 
7 have vowed to the Lord of Mercy a fast, and today I will not 
talk to any human being’. 

siydm I [n.] [jur.] the Fast (2:183) ojil 

you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you II [v. n.] 
fasting (5:95) 21^ 211j JSc. "J (jjSUiio s'jUk j! or the atonement 
of feeding the needy or the equivalent of that in fasting. 

sd^’imln [pi. of act. part. sd'’im\ fern. pi. 
sd^’imdt] one observing the fast (33:35) ... pUXiHj [jj 

'Vbr. rjvlj kill ic-l ... cjUuHoIIj (jAalHallj men and women 

who have surrendered [to God] ... men who fast and women who 
fast... for them God has prepared forgiveness and a rich reward. 

s-y-h to yell, to shout, to cry out, to hail; to dry up, (of 
grains) to ripen. Of this root, <=2^ sayhatun, occurs 13 times in 
the Qur’an. 

sayhatun [n. of unit] 1 a shout, a loud cry (54:31) UL-'J hi 
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Ijjl£a sV'j We sent a single cry against 

them, and they became like the dry sticks of a pen-builder, 
*(63:4) they are highly suspicious [lit. they 

think every cry they hear is against them] 2 [with the definite 
article the Call for Resurrection (50:42) AkLlall 'fji 

^J."j) 211j jaJlj on the Day when they hear the Call [for 
Resurrection] in truth-that is the Day of Emergence. 

ijijjo^ s-y-d hunting, fishing, game, catch of all kinds. Of this root, 
two forms occur six times in the Qur’an: '’istada once and 

sayd five times. 

jUiua) dstada [v. Vlll, trans.] to hunt, to catch [animals], to fish 
(5:2) IjiUalala lijj but when you have quit the state of 
pilgrimage sanctity, you may hunt. 

^ sayd I [v. n.] hunting, catching animals, birds, fish and the 
like (5:1) jk. not permitting [to yourselves] 

hunting while you are in the state of pilgrimage consecration II 
[n.] game, prey, catch (5:94) kill jiijJjjl 

■^Ujj God is sure to test you with a little of the game that your 
hands and spears can catch. 

s-y-r to become, to change from one condition to another, to 
reach a state; to return to; to go to; conclusion, destiny; to ripen, 
to dry up. Of this root, two forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: 
tasir once and masir 28 times. 

j*-aj tasir [imperf v. intrans.] to go to; to return to (42:53) Sf! 

truly everything will return to God (or, to God 
all things, or, events, are referred). 

masir I [n.] destination (14:30) I^ Ijkkj 

jUll tjli 1 jkku Ja they set up [false deities] as God’s 

equals to lead [people] astray from His path-say, ‘Take your 
pleasure [now], for your destination is the Fire’ II [v. 
n.] returning, going back (64:3) jL 

He created the heavens and earth for a 
true purpose; He formed you and formed you well—to Him is the 
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returning III [n. of place/n.] a place for which a person is 
destined; destination (3:162) 5^11 't> 5^11 

ifjL'j is the one who seeks to please God like the 
one who has brought God’s wrath upon himself and whose home 
will be Hell?-how foul a place [also: destination] in which to 
end! 

sirhunna (see s-w-r). 

0^1 Is-y-s long sharp eow-hom; spearhead; fortress, stronghold. 
Of this root, saydsT, oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

saydsl [pi. of n. slsatun] fortresses, strongholds 

(33:26) jjA'i Jjj?j and He brought 

those People of the Book who supported them down from their 
stronghold. 

Li/(^/(>a 5-};-/summer, summertime, to spend the summer, the heat 
of day; to veer, to turn away from. Of this root, sayf oeeurs 
onee in the Qur’an. 

sayf [n.] summer, the summertime (106:2) j 

the journey of the winter and [the journey of] the summer 
(ef. j rihlatun). 



a^/dad 


jLiil ^al-dM the fifteenth letter of the alphabet. The identity of the 
sound for which this letter stands is somewhat obscure: according 
to Sibawayhi’s description it should be a voiced lateral fricative 
(somewhat similar to sound ‘T in Welsh). However, it is rendered 
by contemporary readers of the Qur’an, even by the masters 
amongst them, as a voiced dento-alveolar plosive emphatic. Since 
Qur’anic reading has been handed down verbally throughout the 
centuries from mentor to apprentice, it is hardly plausible that an 
undetected change in the rendering of the Qur’anic sound has 
actually taken place. The problem could be attributed, perhaps, to 
a discrepancy in the use of terminology between Sibawayhi and 
contemporary phoneticians. Aside from Qur’anic reading, 
however, the sound is realised as a voiced inter-dental fricative in 
those regions of Arabia known to have been the birthplaces of 
Qur’ anic Arabic, and has been as such since the coming of Islam, 
as can be inferred from the sources. ’al-Suyuti, in ^al-Muzhir, vol. 
I, p. 651, refers to the early confusion between (d) and (^) 
sounds. 

Ciiyija d-^-n sheep, to have plenty of sheep; weak, spineless male. 
Of this root, day’ll, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

da^n [coll, n.] sheep (6:143) 

eight [animals in] pairs: two of the sheep and two of the 

goats. 

d-b-h cinder, ashes, lightly roasted meat, to scorch; calls of 
foxes, owls and rabbits, panting of horses as they run. Of this 
root, one form, 1=44= dabhan, occurs once in the Qur’an. 
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dabh [v. n./n.] panting, growling (100:1-3) j 

Ikja pUjj^olU by the charging steeds panting, striking 
sparks [with their hooves], raiding at dawn. 

d-j-‘' place where one sleeps; to lie on one’s side, to recline; 
to neglect one’s duties. Of this root, maddji’', occurs three 

times in the Qur’ an. 

maddji‘' [pi. of n. of place niadja‘^ place where a 
person lies down, place where a person sleeps, beds (32:16) 

Uudaj they leave their beds [lit. 

their bodies shun the beds], praying to their Lord in fear and 
hope', *(3:154) (_ 5 J ojill Jj4 jl 

even if you had resolved to stay at home, those who were destined 
to be killed would still have gone out to meet their death [lit. their 
laying down places]. 

‘^/clo^ d-h-k laughing matter, object of scorn; to laugh, to ridicule, 
to jeer; (of the earth) to bring forth plants and flowers. Of this 
root, four forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: 21^ dahika seven 
times; ^adhaka once; ddhik once and ^14= ddhikatun 
once. 

dahika a [v. intrans.] 1 to laugh (9:82) Ijbilj 5Ua I 
IjjjS let them laugh a little; they will weep a lot 2 to laugh at, to 
ridicule (43:47) '4 but when he 

presented Our signs to them, they laughed at them 3 to 
menstruate (this sense of the word is contested by several 
commentators) (11:71) fljj [>j ^li ki'JAj 

Ljjtoj (jUloj his wife, standing by, menstruated (or, laughed), and 
We gave her glad tidings of Isaac and, after Isaac, of [his son] 
Jacob. 

^adhaka [v. IV, trans.] to cause to laugh (53:43) > U'j 
and He it is who causes to laugh, and causes to weep. 

ddhik [act. part.] one who laughs (27:19) I> 

^^so he smiled, laughing at its words. 

ddhikatun [quasi-act. part, fern.] laughing (80:38-9) IJfj 
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s'j4ului 'fJji some faces on that day will be beaming, 
laughing and rejoicing. 

j/c/o^ d-h-w the breaking of day, daylight, the brief time of 
mid-moming, to enter at the time of mid-morning, to expose 
oneself to the sun; to appear, to appear eonspieuously; suburb and 
surroundings; saerifieial animal, to saerifiee. Of this root, two 
forms oeeur seven times in the Qur’an: tadhd onee and 

duhd six times. 

tadhd [imperf. v., intrans.] to be exposed to the heat of 
the sun (20:119) Lk; Sf kf'j and you will never [in the 

Garden] suffer thirst nor the heat of the sun. 

jjalta duhd [n.] 1 mid-moming, forenoon (20:59) ’Jj 

and that people be assembled at forenoon', *(79:46) Vj IjlL 
UUalia ‘J they have not tarried but a very short time [lit. an 
evening or the mid-moming following it]', * name of Sura 

91, Meeean sura, so-named beeause of the referenee in verse 1 to 
"Mid-Morning Brightness’ 2 sunlight (91:1) j by the 

sun and its light 3 daylight (79:29) o^\'j and He 

gave darkness to its [the sky’s] night, and brought out its 
daylight. 

d-d-d opposition, adversary, to oppose; peer; to meet one’s 
mateh; to fill up. Of this root, only didd, oeeurs onee in the 
Qur’ an. 

ka didd [v. n./n.] the aet of opposing/opposition, opponent, 
adversary (19:82) ^ no, they [the 

false deities] will reject their worship and become adversaries to 
them. 

v/j/o^ d-r-b beating, striking, to battle, to sting; to travel, to go fast; 
to appear; type; white honey; head, a museular person, to sire. Of 
this root, three forms oeeur 58 times in the Qur’an: daraba 

49 times; J^duriba six times and IdJ^darb three times. 

Ljj^a daraba i [v. trans., passive duriba] 1 to beat (Al'.ll) 
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JJkjUij jVj J4 ^jj |jj how [will they feel] when 

the angels take them in death beating their faces and their backs', 
*(43:5) jSjll J>Sjc. shall We ignore you and not teach 

you what you should be learning? (or, shall We turn away from 
you the Remembrance?) 2 to hit/strike (4:34) ^ 

‘tj *so reason with them, keep apart from them in 
bed and hit them 3 to make a clanging sound; to stamp (24:31) Yj 
and let them not stamp their feet 
so that the adornments they hide [the anklets[ become noticed 4 
[with prep. (/] to travel about; to hit the road (3:156) I jji 

\f[J^ |jj Ijllij like those who disbelieved and said 

to their brothers when they journeyed in the land 5 to cut through 
(20:77) Hi Jill lijL [41 i and strike for them a dry path 
across the sea 6 to set forth [a parable] (14:24-5) VJ^ ^44 'j5 

ff-Lojoill dulj Ajjln <111 

4jj u^h have you not considered how God sets forth a parable of 
a good word [likening it] to a good tree whose root is firmly 
fixed, and whose branches are high in the sky, yielding its fruit in 
all seasons by the will of its Lord? 7 to compare, to contrast 
(13:17) JiHlI j tJil 1411 411iS in this way God contrasts truth 

and falsehood 8 to secure, to tighten (24:31) Ja JjHij 
and they should draw their head scarves tightly to cover 
their necklines 9 to seal *(18:11) lii. e^kll 
We caused them to sleep undisturbed [lit. sealed their ears] in the 
cave for a number of years 10 to raise, to erect (57:13) [4“ i J-i 
ilj 14 jjlu so there will be erected between them a wall with a 
door in it 11 to brand, to stamp (2:61) ^jSlill'j 4Jjll ijJ^j 
humiliation and wretchedness were stamped upon them. 

LjJJa darb [v. n.] 1 smiting, striking (37:93) 0*414 4J4= ^IJa 
then he turned upon them, striking with the right [hand]', *(47:4) 
ulijll smiting the necks [killing] 2 [with prep. (^] travelling 
about, wandering (2:273) cijVl 'o j»j>.7-n V and they 

cannot travel [lit. hit the road] in the land [to earn a living], 

j/j/o^ d-r-r affliction, shortage of money, having no children; 
blindness; to harm, to impair, to disadvantage; to compel; to 
afflict one’s wife by marrying another. Of this root, 14 forms 








549 


occur in 74 places in the Qur’an: tadurr 19 times; jl^ 

yuddrr ( 1 ) once; tuddrr ( 2 ) twice; '’adtarr twice; 
ddturra five times; darr 10 times; durr 19 times; 
darar once; ddrr once; ddrrayn once; darrd^ nine 
times; dirdr twice; muddrr once and mudtarr 

once. 

tadurr [imperf of v. darra, trans.] to harm (25:55) 

JJhV'j V U (jji ‘ijx. and they worship, instead of 

God, that which can neither benefit nor harm them. 

jUij yuddrr (1) [imperf. of v. Ill darra, trans.] to enter 
into an exchange of hurts with someone, to harass (65:6) Sfj 
I and do not harass them in order to [straiten 

life for them] make their lives intolerable. 

jUij tuddrr (2) [pass, imperf of v. Ill] to be subjected to an 
exchange of hurts by someone, to be harassed (2:233) s-Jl j V 
UoTjj no mother shall be made to suffer through her child. 

^adtarr [imperf. of v. VIII 'ffLA ddtarra, trans.] to force, 
to drive into, to subject to (2:126) jUIl p and then I 

subject him to the torment of the Fire. 

‘jlalal ddturra [pass. v. VIII] to be compelled, to be forced into 
(6:119) 591 ) U Vj U aa'j when He has 

detailed to you that which is forbidden to you, except what you 
are compelled to [eat]. 

>4a darr [v. n./n.] 1 harming, harm (7:188) V j liij lilL) V 
I have no power to benefit or harm myself 2 deviating from 
the right path; error, misguidedness (72:21) Sf j \‘j^ V 

ra.i'j say, I have no control over your deviating or [your being] 
guided. 

durr [n.] harm, trouble, affliction (10:12) ‘J^\ lijj 

ljtc.'j when affliction befalls man, he calls upon Us. 

darar [n.] (physical) incapacity, harm (4:95) V 

unequal are those from the believers who stay at home, other than 
those with an incapacity, and those who strive in God’s cause 
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with their possessions and their selves. 

jUi ddrr [act. part; pi. CiJJ^ ddrrun] one/something causing 
injury (2:102) (jilj Vj ^ 'ijj^ but they harm no 

one with it except by God’s leave. 

darrcb’ [n.] state of affliction, state of hardship, adversity 
(3:134) ffjUl 'oJm those who give in [both], 

prosperity and adversity. 

j)j4a dirdr [v. n.] 1 engaging in an exchange of atrocities, 
harming out of vengeance (2:231) I jiiul 0* j but do 
not hold on to them [the divorced wives] engaging in an 
exchange of hurt, and thus transgressing the limits 2 desiring to 
cause harm (9:107) 'Jii 'ijiij Ijikj Iji^jl 

and those who built a mosque [in an attempt] to cause harm, 
disbelief and disunity among the believers. 

muddrr [act. part.] one desiring to inflict harm (4:12) [> 
'Jit. ji sd after [payment of any] legacy he 

may have bequeathed or [any] debt, without [trying to[ cause 
harm [to anyone]. 

jlaliw mudtarr [pass, part.] one who is forced to act in a certain 
way, one who is distressed, constrained (27:62) ljj ‘JA 

who is it that answers the distressed when they call upon 
Him? 

d-r-‘’ udder, teat, stream of milk from an udder; to worship, 
to humble oneself, to call for help; similarity, to be similar, to 
approach; the present time. Of this root, three forms occur eight 
times in the Qur’an: 1 tadarra’^u four times; tadarru^’ 
three times and yj-^ dard once. 

tadarra^’a [v. V, intrans.] to implore humbly, to plead 
with, to supplicate (6:43) liot '4 if only when Our 

chastisement came to them, they had pleaded [with Us]! 

tadarru^’ [v. n.] pleading humbly, supplicating (7:205) 
iUaj 2£'j ‘Ji'Ij and remember your Lord in your 
soul, imploringly and in awe. 
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darr [n.] poisonous thorns; putrid stinking food (88:6) 
‘of Vj "(41 with no food for them but bitter, dry thorns. 

(/-‘'-/equal; double, several times the amount of something, 
folds, to increase by several times; to weaken; to test. Of this root, 
16 forms occur 52 times in the Qur’an: t da^'ufa twice; 
yuddHfTivQ times; ywr/d^'a/four times; ^ ^istada^'afa 

twice; ^ ^istuda‘'ifa six times; daf four times; ^ 

dif six times; difayn three times; ^ad'^df twice; 

(/a‘■(/'four times; (//‘'d/once; du‘'afib’ four times; 

t ^ad'^af twice; mud‘'ifun once; mudd^'afatun 

once and mustad^'afun five times. 

da‘'ufa u [v. intrans.] 1 to become weak (3:146) U11 jjAj Ua 
I jaldia 14'j and they did not become faint of heart at 

what befell them in God’s cause, nor did they weaken 2 to be 
insignificant, to be of no consequence (22:73) (jji I> ‘jj 

t 0*. 6jaaj:tuij y f ‘'j ' /j 44^ 'j ^ 

Ljjlialoirj tjlUall those upon whom you call beside God cannot 
create [even] a fly, even if they gathered together to do it [the 
task], and if the flies were to rob them of something they would be 
unable to retrieve it from them; helpless is the seeker and helpless 
is the one sought. 

iJipUajyM(/d‘'//'[imperf. of v. Ill ^L:=dd‘’afa, bans.] to double, 
to increase several times (2:245) I> 

liUliai k\ who will give God a good loan, so that He 

may increase it for him many times over? 

tieUij yudd‘’if [pass, imperf. of v. Ill] to be doubled, to be 
increased many times over (25:69) J."_4 Midi kl the 

chastisement will be doubled for him on the day of Resurrection. 

LiiuaAuil dstada‘’afa [v. X, bans.] to deem to be weak, to 
consider weak enough to persecute (7:150) I jilS'j 

[my] people deemed me weak and almost killed me! 

Lijil^'l ’’istudHfa [pass. v. X] to be deemed weak, to be 
considered insignificant (28:5) l ji»“ . >»u . . l (jjil ^js^ [>j "J ijjj 

but We desired to bestow favour upon those who were 
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deemed weak in the land. 

tijui day[y. n./n.] 1 being weak; weakness (30:54) ^11 

s‘ja t iV . ;^ it) ‘of. l 54- ; «»' ■ >. "!> Got/ /f w/io created you [initially] 

in weakness, and after weakness He gave [you] strength 2 being 
timid; timidity, faint-hearted (8:66) "jkji ‘j JJtj ^11 Uui. (jVI 
now God has lightened [the burden] for you, knowing that there 
is faint-heartedness in you. 

iJautadif [quasi-pass, part./n.; pi. ^ad‘'df\ doubled; 

double (38:61) jl41 Oi. ijja \'Sa U! J>aa Ijj'j our Lord, give 

double punishment in the Fire to those who brought this upon us. 

difayn [dual n.] twice the amount of (33:30) ^ 

'JiJI for her the chastisement will be doubled twice [the 
amount]. 

I hytn dalf [quasi-act. part; pi. du’^afa"’ and di‘'df\ 
1 feeble or weak body (9:91) Jc. Yj ^ Yj jc. 

^j^jj ^ Ijj (jjSk '4 oi.^' no blame will be 

attached to the weak, or the sick, or those who do not find the 
means of contributing [for staying at home], provided they are 
true to God and His Messenger 2 under age (2:266) kj KLJtj 
iliklia ^jj and old age afflicts him while he has offspring who are 
under age [to earn their living] 3 helpless, unable to fend for 
oneself (4:9) IjaU. I> \ffj‘ ‘f if they left behind 

them offspring unable to fend for themselves they would fear for 
them 4 to be incapacitated (2:282) liu>.4= j! ^ l 54I (j'4 

jitlL jUa ji, "J ykii) Sf ji if the debtor is feeble of mind, 
or incapacitated, or unable to dictate, then let his guardian 
dictate justly 5 given to temptation, weak in resolution (4:28) 

ejikj [ji kill God wishes to lighten [your 
burden[ for you, for humankind was created weak [unable to 
resist temptation] 6 of no standing, of no consequence (11:91) 61 j 
Uj^ Ijji 6irj2 and we consider you of no consequence within our 
community 7 slight, insignificant of small effect (4:76) 24 
[jlk tjUakll the craft of Satan is of small effect 8 subjugated, 
oppressed, compelled, made to follow (40:47) oiill ilSkall J 
Ijuj "f>4114 U IjjjSHjI so , the oppressed will say to the haughty, ‘We 
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were followers of yours. ’ 

^ad‘'af [elat] weaker, weakest (19:75) ja I> 
lojk t » , “ ■ >. !j Ulko f/ien they will realise who is worst in situation and 
weakest in fighting power. 

mud‘'ifun [pi. of act. part, t muddf\ those who 
receive several times their reward (30:39) 'oJ^y jlSj I> 

JJk aijli 5 UII but whatever charity you give-seeking the 
Face of God-such shall be several times rewarded. 

ksic.'C:^ mudd’^afatun [quasi-pass. fern, part.] doubled several 
times (3:130) (k'GdJ U'jll Ijikt V \^\'^ 'ojill you who 

believe, do not consume usurious interest, doubled and 
redoubled. 

mustad’^afun [pi. of pass, part.] those who are 
considered weak [enough to be persecuted], the oppressed 
(4:97) i_4=jVl uk we were oppressed in this land. 

d-gh-th a bundle, unravelling of hair; a camel suspected to 
be suffering from an afflicted hump; confusion, mixture, 
hallucination. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: ci^dighth once and '’adghdth twice. 

4ii4a dighth [n.; pi. ejUliat ^’adghdth] handful of plant stalks 
(38:44) "s-i'^,4! and take in your hand a small 
bunch of stalks, and strike with it. 

diUlfl) ^adghdth [pi. of n. dighth] confused, incoherent 
mix (.blki ilililiai (12:44) jumbled dreams. 

d-gh-n hatred, enmity; homesickness; horse that will not 
cooperate unless it is hit; inclination. Of this root, '’adghdn, 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

^adghdn [pi. of n. dighn] hatred, rancour, animosity, 
malice (47:29) 4JII ^ji-j y y (jja y jjjJI t do 

the corrupt at heart [lit. those in whose hearts is sickness] assume 
that God will not expose their malice? 
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d-f-d-’' frog, to be frog infested; to crease. Of this root, 
^al-dafadi", occurs once in the Qur’an. 

dafadi" [pi. of n. "^^difdi"', ^^:^difda‘'] frogs (7:133) 
^jUliallj jillj (jliULojti so We let loose on them the 

flood, locusts, lice, frogs ... 

d-l-l deviation, loss, to deviate from the right way or course, 
to lose the way; to miss something, to be unable to locate 
something, to become untraceable. Of this root, 11 forms occur 
191 times in the Qur’an: S^dalla 52 times; '’adalla 64 times; 
J^yudall or\CQ-,J^ ddll once\ ijf^ ddllun 13 times; '’adall 
nine times; tadlil once; mudill twice; mudillln 

once; daldl 38 times and daldlatun nine times. 

tpa dalla i I [v. intrans.] 1 to go astray, to lose the way (53:2) 
U'j U your fellow man has not strayed, nor has he 

erred 2 to err, to fail to find out (20:52) 'i 

j ijij knowledge of them is with my Lord, all in a record; 
my Lord does not err or forget 3 [with prep. I>] to deviate from, 
to stray from (53:30) ‘ff. ‘fu ji! ja [jj your Lord 
knows best who strays from His path 4 to go missing, to depart 
(11:21) and what they fabricated will go 

missing from them [will not come to help them] 5 to desert, to fail 
(17:67) Vj tj j^' Ijjj when affliction 

befalls you at sea, those you call upon-save Him-desert you 6 to 
get lost, to be dissipated, to become absorbed *(32:10) Ijjf Ijllij 
jj,4- (jW UjI lP=jVi lajL= they say, ‘What?!-When we have 
died [lit. become absorbed into the earth], will we really be 
created anew?!’ 1 to forget (2:282) jkjui UAfak.] ‘j 

so that if one of the two [women] should forget (or, make 
an error), the other can remind her II [v. trans.] to lose, to miss 
(5:12) '2L JS. so whoever of you denies 

[the truth] after this, will have lost the right path. 

tPal '’adalla [v. IV, imperf., pass, yudill or yudlil] I 
[trans.] 1 to mislead, to lead astray (20:79) ^ja 
Pharaoh led his people astray 2 to cause to be of no effect (47:8) 
Ij’jaS (jjJj as for the disbelievers, let 
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misfortune befall them-and He will cause their deeds to be in 
vain 3 to deceive (4:119) j I will deceive them and 

incite vain desires in them 4 to let go astray, to let down, to leave 
to one’s own devices (45:23) aLJj il'j* eiiji'jal 

have you considered the one who takes his own desire as a deity, 
and whom-in His knowledge-God lets him go astray [leaves him 
to his own devices] 5 to divert, to distract, to lead away from 
(25:42) jIS "(jj he would have led us away from our 

gods II [doubly trans.] to cause someone to lose something 
(33:67) 51^1 UkLl Uj we obeyed our leaders 

and our notables, and they caused us to lose the [right] way. 

JUi dull [act. part.; pi. ddllun] 1 one who has lost his 
way (in an interpretation of 68:26) U I jlli Ujl'j Ilia when 

they saw [the garden], they said, ‘We must have lost our way’ (or, 
‘Indeed, we have erred!’) 2 one who is bewildered [in an 
interpretation of 93:6-7] "(4? did He 

not find you an orphan and shelter you?; did He not find you 
bewildered (or, lacking in learning) and guide you? 3 one who is 
lost (15:56) Vj ffj ^'j Jaj£ who despairs of the 

mercy of their Lord but the lost ones? 4 one who forgets (in an 
interpretation of 26:20) uf j 14 Jli he [Moses] said: 

‘I did it when I was one of the absent-minded (or, the misguided) ’ 

tpal ^adall [elat.] more/most deviant from the correct path 
(5:60) ffj-- UK- those are worse situated 

[most erroneous] and further astray from the right path. 

Jjl4aj tadlll [v. n. of v. 11] the act of misleading, causing 
confusion, causing something to come to nothing (105:1-2) 'j5 Jjf 
[JkjjS Jddi )j! 'd£fj J»i ejjS have you not 

considered how your Lord dealt with the army of the elephant?; 
did He not utterly confound their plans [lit. make their plan into 
confusion) ? 

mudill [act. part.; pi. mudillun] one who misleads, 

causes to go astray (39:37) ^ Ua ^11 ^ o-j whosoever God 

guides, there is no one to mislead [him]. 

daldl [v. n./n.] 1 going astray, loss (3:164) JjS I> '‘Jfj 



556 


though before they were at a manifest loss 2 error, 
falsehood (10:32) Vj 'iu liUi J^ja so that is 

God, your Lord, the True—what is there, beyond the True God, 
but falsehood? 3 being in futility, coming to nothing (40:25) 24 Uj 

Vj oijalSlI the scheming of those who reject the truth can 
only be nothing 4 confusion, illusion, hallucination (12:95) fdlh I jSi 
21jj they said, ‘By God! You are still in your old 
delusion!’ 5 being unfair (12:8) hd bj our father is 

truly unfair. 

AisLi daldlatun [v. n./n.] 1 utter loss (19:75) 'Jik o- 

^ ’-^2412 whosoever is in utter loss, may the Lord of Mercy 
grant him respite 2 damnation (7:30) ^ 

some He has guided and some are doomed astray 3 
misguidedness, going astray (27:81) ‘fs:. cjj! Uj 

nor can you guide the blind from their misguidedness 4 error 
(7:61) ^514= my people, there is no error in me. 

d-m-r race course, slimming down of horses in preparation 
for a race or battle, (of the body) to be slender, to be emaciated, to 
weaken; hidden secrets, to conceal. Of this root, ddmir, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

ddmir [act. part.] emaciated, shrunk, lean (22:27) ‘cp\j 
jk ^jc.j VI 2 .J 41jjh ^Ull proclaim the Pilgrimage to 
humankind; they will come to you on foot, and on every [kind of] 
emaciated [mount]. 

d-m-m group of people of different lineage, to draw together, 
to hug, to draw close to oneself, to combine, to gather, to join; 
devious; glutton. Of this root, '’udmum, occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

'’udmum [imper. of v. damma, trans.] to draw in close, 
to embrace (20:22) »j2 2L) ‘fLAj draw 

your hand in to your side (or, place your hand tightly under your 
armpit) it will come out white without a blemish. 

d-n-k to be straitened, to be confined, to have a wretched 
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life; to be physically strong. Of this root, dank, occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

dank [v. n./quasi-act. part.] wretchedness; destitution; 
confined, oppressed, straitened, miserable, wretched (20:124) 

Kiia k\ jii jkp but whosoever turns away from my 

guidance will suffer a straitened life. 

d-n-n treasure, to treasure, to be sparing, to keep back, to 
begrudge something. Of this root, damn, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

'cfrfra damn [quasi-act. part.] begrudging, reticent, keeping 
something to oneself (81:24) j* tie is not one to 

begrudge [others] [what is revealed to him of] the unseen. 

d-h-'’ to be kind, to treat gently; to be similar, to resemble, 
to imitate. Of this root, yuddhb’un, occurs once in the 

Qur’ an. 

yuddhi^ [imperf. of v. Ill ddha^a, trans.] to imitate, 
to resemble (9:30) I> IjjiS [jjill Jja 411j that 

is what they say with their own mouths, imitating the sayings of 
those who disbelieved before. 

d-w-'’ intensive light, to light up, to shine, to illuminate, to 
beam, to enlighten. Of this root, two forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: '’adck’a three times and »U.^r//ya^ three times. 

^add^’a [v. IV] I [intrans.] to glow (24:35) jTj 
jU 4, ' .. r .. iVi its oil almost glows, though no fire touches it II [trans.] 
to illuminate, to light up, to shed light upon (2:17) U Ilia 
jjjj kill Ljij when it lit up everything around him, God took away 
their light. 

fryd^’a [v. n./n.] illuminating; illumination, brilliance, 
radiance (10:5) Ijjj jwiirj ]_>2a41l fr He it is who made 

the sun a shining radiance and the moon a light. 


jjjliJa d-y-r to harm, to injure; to inconvenience. Of this root, jj4= 
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dayr, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

dayr [v. n./n.] harm, injury *(26:50) Ijj'j Uj V Ijlli 
'qJ^ they said: ‘No matter (or, no harm done), for we are sure to 
return to our Lord. ’ 

jjisjija d-y-z deviation, to he twisted, to be crooked; unfairness, to 
be unjust. Of this root, dizd, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

dlzd [quasi-act. part.] crooked, unjust (53:21-2) jkill 
Tij 'A Jh\ are you to have the male [for an 
offspring] and He the female?-that would be [by your own 
reckoning] a most unjust distribution! 

d-y-^" a profession; property, estate; to go to waste, to 
neglect, to squander. Of this root, '’add''a, occurs 10 times in 

the Qur’an. 

'’add'a [v. IV, trans.] 1 to let go to waste, to let pass 
unrewarded (11:115) J?.! V [jli ‘jLAj be patient, 

God does not deny the reward of those who do good 2 to neglect, 
to abandon (19:59) I but there came 
after them successors neglecting prayer. 

d-y-fi\\Q sides of a valley or a mountain; to add something 
to something else; (of the sun) to be near the time of setting; to 
host, to seek someone’s hospitality; to fear, to be cautious. Of this 
root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: yudayyif 

once and five times. 

< «y<hj yudayyif [imperf. of v. 11 dayyafa, trans.] to take in 
as a guest, to proffer hospitality (18:77) "J '4^*' 'V’h'uJ 

they approached its inhabitants for food, but they refused to give 
them hospitality. 

dayf [invariable n.] guest/guests (15:68) 5\i fiy>‘ hi 
these are my guests, so do not disgrace me. 

Ai4ld^ d-y-d. to be narrow, to be cramped, to be confined, to be 
straitened, to be anguished, poverty; to be in poverty. Of this root. 
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five forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: daqa seven times; 

I tudayyiqu once; dayq twice; dayyiq twice and 
da^’iq once. 

(jUi daqa i [v. intrans.] to become narrow, to become 
straitened (9:25) o^jVl and the earth became 

straitened for yow, *(29:33) S^j he was distressed by 

them, he did not know what to do with them’, *(15:97) (j*-^ 

to be depressed, to be upset [lit. your chest becomes constricted ]; 
*(9:118) they became too depressed [lit. their 

souls became too straitened for them]. 

tudayyiq [imperf. of v. 11 (^1^ dayyaqa, intrans.] to make 
narrow, to tighten up, to put under pressure, to put in a straitened 
condition (65:6) I o* Yj and do not harass them in 
order to [straiten life for them] make their lives intolerable. 

dayq [v. n./n.] distress (16:127) ij ^ 

'qJJm 11,0 do not grieve over them; do not be in distress from their 
scheming. 

dayyiq [quasi-act. part.] narrow, tight, straitened (25:13) 
Uli- l^lo Ijjj and when they are thrown into a 
narrow place in it, chained [together]. 

jjUi da^’iq [act. part.] something that contracts, fails to 
accommodate *(11:12) 217 - 1 ^ ^ and your heart shrink(s) 

from it? 



fUail ^al-ta'’ is the sixteenth letter of the alphabet; it stands for a 
sound currently rendered by master Qur’an readers as a voiceless 
dento-alveolar plosive emphatic. Sibawayhi, however, describes 
it as voiced (jj^), a description which, if accepted, would also 
be valid for the {d) as it is currently rendered by master Qur’an 
readers (see ^al-dad). 

Cij^Uataghut (see t-gh-y). 

iijjlUa Tdlut the non-Arabic origin of this word is recognised by the 
sources which describe it as being of foreign or Hebrew origin. It 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

cjjlUa Tdlut [proper name] the Arabic name for Saul, King of 
Israel (cf. 1 Sam. X.23) (2:247) eijjili iluu aa "^41 ijlij 

their prophet said to them, ‘God has sent Saul to you as king. ’ 
According to the Qur’an, the Prophet Samuel told the 
Israelites that God had sent Talut to them in answer to their 
request to have a king to lead them in battle in the cause of God. 
They questioned his kingly status on the grounds that they were 
more deserving of sovereignty than he, and because of his lack of 
wealth. However their Prophet told them that God had raised him 
above them and endowed him with abundant knowledge and 
bodily stature. He then went on to lead them to victory over the 
army of Goliath. 

t-b-‘' to slap the back of the neck with the whole palm; to 
impress shapes in the mud, to fashion articles out of mud or iron 
etc.; to seal. Of this root, two forms occur in 11 places in the 
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Qur’an: taba’^a nine times and ^ tubi’^a twice. 

^ tabaka a [v. intrans., pass. tubi^a] to seal, to seal up 
(7:100) ’f43 and We seal up their hearts so 

that they do not hear. 

j/lj/L t-b-q layer, cover, to cover up, to encompass; to be 
congruent; argumentation; swarms of locusts; stage. Of this root, 
two forms occur in four places in the Qur’an: tabaq twice and 

tibdq twice. 

tabaq [n.] stage, stratum, state, rank (84:18-19) lij j-ilj 

’u4 lai jliil by the moon [attaining] at its fullness!, you 
will progress from stage to stage. 

jUa tibdq [v. n./pl. of n. tabaqatun] matching, congruent; 
layers, stages, folds (71:15) 1514= ^ jk uk Tjjj jjl have 

you ever considered how God created seven heavens, one 
congruently fitting above the other? 

iS-jId^ t-h -wly wide, expansive, level land, to stretch out, to 
expand, to spread out. Of this root, uj= tahd occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

uia tahd u [v. trans.] to spread out, to stretch out (91:6) j 
UUaJ= U'j and by the earth and how He spread it. 

^/j/L t-r-h thrown out, to throw away, cast out, to cast off, to 
discard, to banish; forlorn. Of this root, I jk'jLI ^itrahii occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

^ dtrah [imperat. of v. trans. taraha] to cast out, to 
banish (12:9) cin ^‘J =jk'ji=l J IjSl kill Joseph 

or cast him in some land, so that your father’s undivided attention 
may be yours [lit. your father’s face becomes free for you]. 

j/j/L t-r-d fugitive, outcast, chased game; to banish, to expel, to 
drive away. Of this root, two forms occur in five places in the 
Qur’an: '4ji= tarada three times and jjU= tdrid twice. 

jjia tarada u [v. trans.] to drive away, to drive out, to dismiss 
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(6:52) sl'jiiu 'tjjLi Yj do not drive 

away (or, distance yourself from) those who call upon their Lord 
morning and evening, seeking [nothing but] His Face. 

JjUa tdrid [act. part.] one who chases away, one who drives 
out, one who expels (11:29) I pjlij u! Uj I will not be one 

who drives away those who believe. 

(J/j/L f-r-/eyesight, blinking, to hlink, to twinkle; edge, utmost part, 
extremity, to he the extreme; novelty; group. Of this root, four 
forms occur in 11 places in the Qur’an: tarf six times; 

taraf once-, tarafay once and J ^atrdf three times. 

Lljatarflv. n./n.] eyesight, sight, glance *(38:52) 
not given to staring, modest, restraining their glances, of modest 
gaze [lit. women who cast down their gaze/eyesf, *(42:45) 

they look furtively [lit. they look with a hidden 
glance]-, *(14:43) not blinking, utterly stupefied, 

they cannot take in what they see [lit. their glance does not return 
to them]-, *(27:40) 41a"jL 2Ljj ‘j before you bat an eye [lit. 
before your glance returns to you]. 

utja taraf [n.; pi. ^atrdf] edge, border; part; group 

(3:127) IjjiS jjill li'jL and that He might cut off a part of 

the disbelievers’ [army]. 

‘jkja tarafay [dual n. in construct (^'.4=])] two ends *(11:114) 
two ends of the day, morning and evening. 

til ja) -^atraf [pi. n.] edges, borders; notables; good things 
(13:41) ‘Cif h! \‘jji JJj! do they not see how 

We visit the land, curtailing it from its borders (variously 
interpreted as: causing districts belonging to the disbelievers to 
fall one after the other to the Muslims, reducing its vegetation, 
curtailing it from its learned people. ‘Scientific interpreters’ of 
the Qur’an see in this verse reference to the fact that the Earth’s 
sphere looks as if it had been clipped at the edges); *(20:130) 
the [two] ends, or, the extremities, of the day [lit. 
edges of the day]. 
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t-r-q road, way, method; to strike, to knoek, to divine (by 
knoeking stones or shells together); to arrive at night; to happen; 
mating of eattle. Of this root, four forms oeeur in 11 plaees in the 
Qur’an: jjiia tariq twiee; ijjjia tarlq four times; tarlqatun 
three times and ijilji= tara'’iq twiee. 

JjUa tariq [aet. part.] one who strikes, one who knoeks; one 
who arrives at night; one who divines (86:1-3) U'j OjUJI j j 
L-ilall by the sky and the night-comer!, How will 

you come to understand what the night-comer is?, The piercing 
star!’, * jjUall name of Sura 86, Meeean Sura, so-named beeause 
of the referenee in verse 1 to The Night-Comer’. 

Jjjia tariq [n.] road, way, path (46:30) 
guiding to the Truth and to a straight path. 

tarlqatun [n.; pi. tardTq] 1 path, traet; layer, fold, 
level (23:17) ^ )£a"ja Uak oalj and We created above you 

seven levels [heavens] [also interpreted as: tracts] 2 faetion, seet, 
ereed (72:11) li'jS (JjI'jL US UUi [jji idj (jjklllall lu ufj and some of 
us are righteous and some of us are less so-we are of various 
sects [also interpreted as: we follow different paths] 3 mode of 
behaviour, line of eonduet (72:16) "^UX-Sf Iji "Jj 

liUi iU had they taken to the [right] way We would have given 
them abundant water to drink', *(20:104) [41^? the best of 

them in deeds and/or in conviction 4 (in an interpretation of verse 
20:63) notable person, leader, dignitary UaUj and take 

away your most excellent body of learned people [who make a 
shining example for all to follow] [also interpreted as: way of life, 
your religion, or your skills]. 

j/j/L t-r-w/y all that is on the faee of the Earth, all of ereation; to 
eome from far away; to be soft, to be tender, to be fresh, to be 
sueeulent; to praise. Of this root, tariyy oeeurs twiee in the 
Qur’an. 

tariyy [quasi-aet. part.] fresh, soft, tender (16:14) jA j 

UiJ ’<u. IjiSUl 'J41I He it is who made the sea as to be of 
benefit to you that you may eat from it tender meat. 



ta-sm [the opening of Sura 27, lWI '’al-naml, ‘the Ants’] for an 
aeeount of the various opinions deserihing the function of single¬ 
letter openings in some suras of the Qur’an (see jS "alif-lam-ra). 

ta-sln-mlm [the opening of Suras 26, ^al-Shu‘'ara^, ‘the 

Poets’, and 28, '’al-Qasas, ‘the Narration/s’] for an account 

of the various opinions describing the function of single-letter 
openings in some suras of the Qur’an (see jS '’alif-lam-ra'’). 

food, nourishment; taste, to eat, to eat one’s fill, to taste, 
to find palatable. Of this root, eight forms occur 48 times in the 
Qur’an: '^taHma five times; '’afama 12 times; ’^j^yufam 

once; Hstata’^ama once; '’ifam three times; ta'^im 

once; ta‘'am 24 times and ta^'m once. 

taHma a I [v. intrans.] to feed, to complete eating, to have 
had enough to eat (33:53) iuiJ Vj 1 [.Iwi lili then 

when you have eaten, disperse, and do not stay on desiring a chat 
II [v. trans.] 1 to eat (6:145) V 

jj ji Ikjslk k'j j\ ^ "(jl Vj I do not find, in what has 

been revealed to me, anything forbidden for an eater to eat, 
unless it be an unslaughtered dead animal, spilt blood, or pig’s 
meat 2 to feed on, to use for food, to partake of food and/or drink 
(5:93) 1 jkr^j U lij I Uji J-Uk IjLkj ''oik 

plklkkl I those who believe and do good deeds will not be 
blamed for what they may have used for food [in the past] as long 
as they are mindful of God, believe and do good deeds 3 to taste 
(2:249)j^ kjji Vkhj (j,uJa kio (_j jjiii III God 

will test you with a river-anyone who drinks from it will not 
belong with me, but anyone who refrains from tasting it, will 
belong with me. 

"afama [v. IV, trans., pass. ,k]k yut^am] 1 to feed 
someone (5:89) (jjkiik U [food] of the average of 

that with which you feed your own folk 2 to give food to (36:47) 
kill iUk "jl ‘ifi 1.^1 [Why] should we give food to those that 
God could have provided for had He willed? 3 to provide for, to 
keep (51:57) "J ijJ jjjj I> "(4v kij I want no 
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provision from them, nor do I want them to feed [keep] Me. 

(•ijaiuil dstafam [v. X, trans.] to ask someone for food, to seek 
hospitality from someone (18:77) Ja? li? they came 

to a people of a town and approached its inhabitants for food. 

j.ULj dfdm [v. n.] feeding, giving food to (90:14-15) ‘j 

fijL |j Ui fji or feeding, on a day of extreme hunger, an 

orphan of kin. 

(•pila td‘'im [act. part.] one who partakes of food and/or drink; 
eater, would-he eater (6:145) [...] ^ U ^ V 

^ J I do not find, in what has been revealed to me 

anything forbidden for an eater to eat, unless it be an 
unslaughtered dead animal [...]. 

^Uia ta‘'dm I [n.] food (25:7) 'dkt he eats 

food and walks in the market-places II [v. n.] 1 the act of eating 
(5:96) Ja.1 permitted for you is catching seafood 

and eating it 2 the act of feeding someone (89:18) Jlc. V'j 

ijjSliiJI ^t»j= and you do not urge one another on feeding the poor. 

j»*ia ta‘'m [n.] taste (47:15) ^ and rivers of 

milk whose taste had not changed, [fresh-tasting]. 

O/t/^ to stah, to penetrate with a hlade, to thrust, a stah; to 
defame; to approach; plague. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: (>1= ta’^ana and ta‘'n. 

ta‘'ana a [v. intrans. with prep. <^] to defame, to speak ill 
of, to assail, to slander (9:12) I jjkLj and they reviled your 

religion. 

d*iata‘'n [v. n. with prep. (^] defaming, speaking ill of, 
reviling, slandering, maligning (4:46) oj-ill I2«i=j and speaking 
ill of the religion. 

t-gh-w/y (of a liquid) to overflow, to transgress, to exceed 
the limits, to be excessive, to violate established norms, to be 
tyrannical, tyranny. The word cjjii taghut, which is classified 
under this root, is recognised by ^al-Suyutl as a borrowing from 
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Ethiopian, meaning kahin (diviner, priest), while the majority 
of Arab philologists, however, eonsider it to be a genuine Arabic 
word. Western scholars generally regard it as a loan from either 
Hebrew or Aramaic. Of this root, eight forms occur 39 times in 
the Qur’an: tagha 12 times; ^atgha (1) once; 

tdghun six times; '’atghd (2) once; tdghiyatun 

once; taghwd once; tughydn nine times and 
tdghut eight times. 

taghd a [v. intrans.] 1 (of water) to overflow, to be 
tumultuous (69:11) iUI Q U when the water 

flooded We carried you in the sailing vessel 2 to violate the 
established norms of justice (55:8) J (J so that you do 

not transgress [the norms of justice] in weighing [judgement] 3 to 
become tyrannical (20:24) 'Jjc-ji "sAil go to Pharaoh, 

for he has truly become tyrannical 4 to veer away, to wander off, 
to quit, to go off the mark (53:17) U'j U [his] sight 

never wavered, nor did it wander. 

yida) ^atghd (1) [v. IV, trans.] to cause to violate the norms of 
goodness (50:27) kuiif U li'j our Lord, I did not make him 
transgress. 

yidai ^atghd (2) [elat.] more/most tyrannical (53:52) JJki! Ijjlk 

they themselves were even more unjust and more 
tyrannical. 

tdghun [pi. of act. part. tdghi] those who transgress 
the limits in wickedness, those who behave tyrannically (37:30) 
[jjtLL 14"ja Jj tjUaL. Ul 'JS Uj we had no power over you, 

but you were people [already] exceeding the limits. 

k^\ia tdghiyatun [quasi-act. part./n.] overpowering calamity 
(69:5) i yu llti as for Thamud they were destroyed by 

an overpowering calamity. 

taghwd [n.] transgression, wickedness, rebellion (91:11) 
Ul'jiiaj ijlu eajjS the people of Thamud called [their messenger] a 
liar, because of their transgression. 

tughydn [v. n./n.] 1 transgressing, acting wickedly; 



tyranny, rebellion (17:60) Vj Ua We warn 

them, but it only increases them in great rebellion 2 obstinaey 

(6:110) (■ i jjbjl-i (_ja ijji (Jj\ Aj "fj t I'Vl j 

'qJ^^ We will make their hearts and their eyes waver, just as they 
did not believe in it the first time, and leave them to flounder in 
their obstinacy. 

cjjftUa taghut [n.] 1 [generie for] false deity/deities (2:256) ‘ifii 
aaa pjc-Ualb jiSj so whoever rejects 

false gods and believes in God has taken grasp of the firmest link 
2 [generie for] evil powers; variously named by the interpreters 
as: the Devil, diviners, enehanters, any head or leader in error, the 
idol ^al-lat (q.v.) or Ka‘'b '’ibn '’al-'’ashraf a Jewish man who 
direeted hostilities against the new religion (4:60) I ‘j, 

^ I "J aa'j pjc-Uall they desire to seek the arbitration of 
false idols (or, leaders of disbelievers) when they have been 
ordered to reject them? 

f’11^1 la t-f-'’ (of fire) to beeome extinguished. Of this root, the form 
'’afa'’a oeeurs three times in the Qur’an. 

Uia) "atfa^a [v. IV, trans.] 1 to extinguish, to put out (5:64) 

4ill uli! IjU 1 jiaJ whenever they kindle a fire of war, God 
puts it out 2 to snuff out, to blow out (9:32) jjj Ij^ 

they want to blow out the light of God by what they say [lit. 
with their mouths]. 

(J/Li/Ja t-f-f a small measure, trivial matter; to be defieient; to be 
miserly; to beeome near, to beeome due. Of this root, oiukdl ^a/- 
mutaffifin oeeurs onee in the Qur’ an. 

mutaffifin [pi. of aet. part, mutajfif] one who does 
not give full measure, one who gives less than is due, swindler 
(83:1—3) jj ji Ijjj ijfijLu yaUll jc. Ijllil ljj Jij 

woe to those who give short measure, who demand of 
other people full measure for themselves, but give less than they 
should when it is they who weigh or measure for others!', * (jjaikdl 
name of Sura 83, Meeean sura, so-named beeause of the referenee 
in verse 1 to "those who give short measure’. 
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j/ci/L 


j/lj/L t-f-q to imitate; to commence, to continue doing something; 
to seize. Of this root, tafiqa occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

tafiqa a member of a sub-group of jIS, q.v., designated by 
the grammarians as initiation verbs ‘to begin to’, ‘to 

commence to’. They function in conjunction with 1 a following 
imperfect (7:22) jj'j pU,. A) and they began to 

stick together upon themselves [garments] from the leaves of the 
Garden, or 2 in conjunction with a verbal noun (for emphasis) 
(38:33) ijfJU lllwi ‘Js. U fi’j ‘Bring them back to me!’, 

[he said] and started stroking [their] legs and necks (or, as in 
another interpretation, started to smite them, legs and necks, with 
the sword). 

J/ti/L t-f-l infant, baby, child, the young of animals in general; to be 
of a tender age, to be tender, soft; to be with child; (of the sun) to 
be about to rise or set. Of this root, two forms occur four times in 
the Qur’an: dai^tifi three times and JUiai ^afdl once. 

jila tifi I [used as a noun of the species (o^ f---')] the child 
population, children, infants (40:67) ^4^ I> P j* 

!iaJ= p "u- p He it is who created you from dust, then 

from a drop of seed, then from a clinging mass, then He brought 
you forth as infants II [n.; pi. JUJai ^atfdl] a child, an infant, a 
baby (24:59) JJkil ^ lijj and when your 

children reach puberty, they should ask leave [to enter], 

(j/J/L t-l-b to seek, to search, to set out, to go after, to pursue, to 
request. Of this root, four forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 
^^^yatlub', ^Ji^talab', ^-Jd^tdlib and ^^j^matlub. 

tjiiaj yatlub [imperf. v., trans.] to pursue, to go after (7:54) 
lluk JdW He makes the night cover the day, pursuing it 

swiftly. 

tjiia talab [v. n.] searching for, prospecting (18:41) UyU "J 
Oia <1 Ijla Ijjc. or its water may sink so deep [into the 

ground] that you cannot search for it. 

LJ[htalib [act. part.] one who pursues, one who seeks, one 
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who petitions (22:73) LilLLlI t ^ i V lio^ LiUill J4ji2u bjj 
LjJkall j and if the flies rob them of something, they would not be 
able to retrieve it from them. Feeble are the petitioners and feeble 
are those they petition. 

Ljjika matlub [pass, part.] one who is pursued, one who is 
sought, one who is petitioned (22:73) ’<>V bj j 

Ljjli3;4irj 42 Uall t iV . ^i kjx. and if the flies rob them of something, they 
would not be able to retrieve it from them. Feeble are the 
petitioners and feeble are those they petition. 

c.l^lLt-1-t 

cjjiUa Tdliit (see alphahetically). 

t-l-b acacia plantation or banana tree; to be or to become bad, 
wicked, evil, depraved; to become tired. Of this root, ^ talh 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

talh [coll, n.] banana trees, acacia (56:28-9) jV 
they will dwell amid thorn-less lote trees and trees of 
clustered banana. 

spadix or inflorescence of the palm tree, pollen; to 
ascend, to rise, to come up, to come into view, to emerge, to 
break forth; to become acquainted with, to inspect, to become 
aware; to consult. Of this root, eight forms occur 19 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ tala‘'a twice; yutlF once; dttala‘'a seven 
times; tulu‘' twice; matla‘' once; matlF once; 
muttalFun once and ^ taV four times. 

tala^'a u [v. intrans.] to rise, to ascend (18:17) ljj Lsyj 
Vw'fi you could see the sun, as it rose. 

f^yutlF [imperf. of v. IV, ,*^=1 '’atla^'a trans.] to apprise, to 
show, to give knowledge of, to disclose to (3:179) '(jS. Uj 

God would not give you knowledge of what is hidden. 

^ittala% [v. VIII] I [intrans.] 1 [with prep. <^] to come to 
look at, to behold, to come upon (18:18) I'J J eiiTj] ciiiLI ji 

had you come upon them, you would have turned from them and 



run away 2 [with prep, (^j] to gain a vantage point for observing, 
to climb up to (28:38) yiLf J»kli then build 

me a tall building so that I may climb up to Moses ’ God (or, that I 
may look at the God of Moses) II [bans.] to come to know, to 
gain knowledge, to penetrate [the unknown] (19:77-8) 

Liill '^\ rijj VU ‘(ju}i JSj UjUL 'jk have you considered the man 
who rejects Our revelation, and says, 7 will certainly be given 
wealth and children. ’ Has he penetrated the unknown!? 

tuW [v. n.] the act of rising, the act of ascending (50:39) 
^ jlL 'djj and celebrate in praise of your Lord 

before the rising of the sun. 

matla^" I [v. n./n. of time] the act/time of rising, the 
act/time of breaking through (97:5) peace it 

is till the rising of dawn. 

matli^" [n. of time/place] the place where the sun rises 
(18:90) ’(41 ’4 (“"j^ (.s^ <. 5 ^ 

until when he reached the time/place of sunrise, he found it rising 
on a people for whom We had not provided a shelter from it. 

muttali^'un [pi. of act. part. muttali^ one who 
beholds, one who observes, one who looks at something (37:54) 
5^1 Ja would you [like to] look? 

jjia taV [common n.] fruit, sproutings, sheaths within which 
palm tree pollen and spadices are enclosed (26:148) ^jjJj 
4141= and tilled fields and palm trees with fine delicate fruit 
(or, plentiful pollen). 

t-l-q to be free, to free, to let go, to set off, to set out, to bring 
forth shoots; to be generous; to divorce. Of this root, four forms 
occur 23 times in the Qur’an: jila tallaqa 10 times; jiki! '’intalaqa 
nine times; taldq twice and mutallaqdt twice. 

tallaqa [v. II, bans.] to divorce, to let go (2:230) iia 410= "(jU 
‘j if he [the second husband] divorces her, there 

will be no blame if the two of them [the first husband and the 
wife] return to one another. 




jSiaj) Hntalaqa [v. VII, intrans.] 1 to set out, to take off, to 
move off, to move on (68:23) j ^ so they went off, 

speaking to each other in whispers 2 to function freely, to 
function without restriction (26:13) Vj and 

my chest [will] become constrained, and my tongue [will] not 
move. 

SkSa taldq [v. n./n.] [jur.] divorcing; divorce (2:229) 
ijUoklj ji divorce is [revocable only[ twice, 

[after which husbands are] either to keep [the wives] equitably or 
release [them] with kindness', * name of Sura 65, Medinan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 1-7 to 
regulations concerning divorce. 

cjliika mutallaqdt [pi. of fern. pass. part. mutallaqatun] 
divorced women (2:241) plilL^Tj prescribed for 

divorced women is such maintenance as is equitable. 

J/J/i t-l-l drizzle, dew; to moisten, to sprinkle; to come into view, to 
look down upon; good living; ruins. Of this root, 31= tall occurs in 
a single place in the Qur’an. 

jia tall [n.] drizzle, dew (2:265) 31=1 "3jfj bjl but if no 

heavy rainfalls on it, then [there would still be] the drizzle/dew. 

t-m-th to place a halter on a horse or camel for the first time, 
to graze a piece of land for the first time; to deflower; to 
menstruate. Of this root, only one form, yatmith, occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

yapnith [imperf v., trans.] to deflower (55:56) 

^13. V'j H Mjl=l^ in them [the Gardens] there will be 

maidens with modest gaze, whom none before them, neither man 
nor jinn, has touched. 

t-m-s to be effaced, to be obliterated, to be blotted out, to be 
wiped out; to go far; to reckon. Of this root, two forms occur five 
times in the Qur’an: tamasa four times and 'o^ tumisa once. 

o*»l3 tamasa i [v., trans.] 1 to obliterate, to fill in, to blot out 



(54:37) Ijlwjaa so, We blotted out their eyes 2 to deprive of 
guidance (4:47) JjS lioL^ UTjj U<u I ^ y J (jjjJI '4^1 

UjUJ lAjjja 1 a jkj yoM w/io /lave been given the Book, 

believe in what We have sent down confirming what you already 
have, before We wipe out [any] directions and turn them [all] 
backwards [lit. before we obliterate faces and turn them upon 
their backs] (i.e. deprive you of Our guidance) 3 to render 
useless, to destroy (10:88) jIsIj ^ our 

Lord, render their wealth useless and harden their hearts 4 to 
reverse, to turn something back to front (in an interpretation of 
verse 4:47) Ujlj'J ^ Ujjji 1 a jkj b-ib^j "b bja b^ before we turn 
some faces back to front (i.e. turn you on your heels). 

'lyyia tumisa [pass, v.] to be obliterated, to be blotted out, to be 
dimmed (77:8) eiiatJa and when the stars are dimmed. 

t-m-'" to hope, to desire, to crave; to expect; to covet; greed. Of 
this root, two forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: tami’^a 

eight times and tama‘' four times. 

j^tami^'a a [v., intrans.] 1 to hope, to expect (2:75) "J bj*-^<^' 

1 can you hope that they will believe in what you say 2 to 
desire, to crave, to yearn (33:32) JjalW 51i b^l b 

if you show piety, do not be submissive in your speech, 
lest he in whose heart is sickness should [be moved to] desire/ 
covet [you]. 

jAla tama‘' [v. n./n.] the act of hoping, hope; greed (32:16) bj^i 
IkUa j li'ji. praying to their Lord in fear and hope. 

t-m-m to overflow, to flood, to inundate, to engulf; the deep 
sea, the multitude; calamity. Of this root, ^U41 '’al-tdmmatu 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tdmmatun [fern. act. part.] spectacular occurrence, 
calamity, the Day of Judgement (79:34-5) 'ffi ^U4l P»lk lili 
U b'-“V' when the great overwhelming event arrives on 
the Day that man remembers what he has done. 




t-m-n lowland; to calm, to soothe, to rest, to be peacefully 
quiet, tranquillity; to stoop. Of this root, four forms occur 13 
times in the Qur’an: 'c]^\ ^itma^anna nine times; mutma^inn 
once; mutma^inrun once and mutma^innatun twice. 

Htma^’anna [irregular verb said to have originally been 
^itmdnna or '^itama^manna] 1 to be or become in a 

state of rest or ease, to feel at home, to become at peace with, to 
be tranquil (10:7) and are satisfied with 

the life of this world, and feel at home with it 2 to be reassured, to 
have one’s heart at rest (2:260) ‘fi) 

He said, ‘Do you not believe, then?’ ‘Yes,’ said he, ‘but just so 
my heart may rest at ease ’ 3 [jur.] to feel secure from an enemy 
(4:103) I jljlU "^121=1 lili and once you are [again] safe, keep 
up the [regular] prayer. 

mutma^inn [act. part.; pi. mutma^innum, fern. 

kuAA mutmadnnatun ] 1 one who is safe and secure (16:112) 
koAA cjjlS idfi 2ill Ifif-Aj God presents the parable of a 
city that was secure and at ease 2 [with prep, j] one who is certain 
of, one who is sure of (16:106) '‘(JAA ijkf Vj save for 

him who was forced [to say he does not believe] while his heart is 
secure in the faith 3 one who is tranquil, peaceful (89:27) 

[jaiill O, tranquil soul. 

kla tdhd the opening and name of the Meccan Sura 20; it occurs once 
in the Qur’an. kL tdhd is interpreted in two ways: 1) as two single 
letters of the alphabet (see jll ’’alif-ldm-rdfi 2) as a complete 
word said by some commentators to be a Yemeni word of the 
dialect of ‘’akk meaning ‘man’; a borrowed word from either 
Ethiopic or Syriac, meaning ‘Muhammad’ or ‘man’; a borrowed 
word from Nabataean meaning ‘man’, or one of the names of the 
Prophet himself. 

j/a/L t-h-r to be clean, to be pure, to be ritually cleansed, to perform 
the ritual ablution for prayers, to be free of menstruation, to 
purify one’s heart; to circumcise. Of this root, 11 forms occur 31 
times in the Qur’an: yathurna once; tahhara nine 




times; tatahhara five times; jj^ tahur twice; ""athar 
four times; tathlr once; mutahhir once; » 

mutahharatun five times; mutahharun once; 

mutatahhirln once and muttahhinn once. 

yathur [imperf v., intrans.] [jur.] to perform the ritual 
cleansing, to become ritually cleansed (2:222) IjljSila 

Yj so keep away from [do not have 

intercourse with] women during menstruation until they are 
cleansed. 

tahhara [v. II, trans.] 1 to cleanse (74:4) ‘J^ dfrfrj cleanse 
your garments 2 to purify (3:42) tjj Mary, 

God has chosen you, and purified you. 

tatahhara [v. V, intrans.] 1 to perform self cleansing, to 
purify oneself; to stay away from defilement (27:56) ■f4^j 

jjjfrui these are people who remain chaste! 2 [jur.] to perform 
the ritual cleansing (5:6) I jjila'i ^ Uj and if you are in a 
state of being junub (q.v.), cleanse yourselves [wash your whole 
body in the prescribed manner]. 

tahur [quasi-intens. act. part./n.] 1 most pure (76:21) 
jJklLoj and their Lord will give them to drink of a 
most pure drink 2 [jur.] having the power of effecting ritual 
cleansing, most purifying (25:48) fjj^ iU 9LL& UTjjij We send 
down purifying water from the sky. 

'’athar [elat.] more/most pure (58:12) 411j that 

is better for you and purer. 

tathlr [v. n. used adverbially for emphasis] the act of 
cleansing, the act of purifying (33:33) and make you 

pure through and through. 

jfkL mutahhir [act. part.] one who carries out the act of 
purification or cleansing, one who purges (3:55) 'ufri fr 
I jjiS and I will purify you of those who disbelieve. 

mutahharatun [pass, part., fern.] 1 purified (98:2) Jjlo'j 
Ukla jiu fl messenger from God reciting purified scrolls 
[holy Scripture] 2 free of worldly impurities (described by the 



commentators as the menstrual cycle and other such causes of 
ritual impediments) (3:15) s'j^ in which they 

dwell for ever together with purified spouses. 

mutahharun [pi. of pass. part. mutahhar] those 
who are purified, the pure in body and soul, those who are free 
from disbelief (56:79) Vj V none but the purified can 

touch it. 

mutatahhirln = caJi^ muttahhirln [pi. of act. part. 
mutatahhir and muttahhir respectively] those who seek 
cleansing for themselves, those who endeavour to attain purity, 
the pure (9:108) kSll j ‘j wherein 

are men desirous of attaining purity-God loves those who purify 
themselves. 

j/j/L t-w-d a great mountain; to be firm; to travel far and wide; to 
strive to earn a living. Of this root, Jji= tawd occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

Jjia tawd [n.] mountain (26:63) jk (jlSa jjaiU it 

parted, and each part was as a great mountain. 

jjjjlat-w-r mountain, rock; boundaries, limitation; state, stage; to 
parallel; to approach; (of animals and people) to be wild. It has 
been suggested by some philologists that tur, meaning 
mountains, is a borrowing from Syriac or possibly Nabataean. Of 
this root, two forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: tur 10 

times and J ^atwdr once. 

jjh tur [n.] mountain (23:20) jjl= and a 

tree, springing out of Mount Sinar, * name of Sura 52, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to 
"Mount Sinai’. 

JjLi ^atwdr [pi. of n. jji= tawr] stages, states, types, 
conditions, forms (71:14) afj when He has created you 

stage by stage [also interpreted as: in various sorts and 
conditions', in different forms, everyone in his/her own proper 
form', in various aspects and dispositions', or, one time seed, one 



time a clot of blood, one time a lump of flesh ... as indicated in 
23:12-14]. 

g^/j/L t-w-‘' to obey, to be amenable, to be subservient, to submit to, 
to volunteer, to be able to do. Of this root, 10 forms occur 128 
times in the Qur’an: }f^tawwa‘'a once; ^atd‘'a 72 times; 
yutd^" twiee; tatawwa’^a twiee; dstatd^'a 41 times; 
taw‘' four times; ta’^atun three times; ta'^iln onee; 
mutd‘' onee and mutawwi‘'m once. 

tawwa^a [v. 11, trans. with prep. 1] to eause to eomply, to 
eause to be pliant, to eause to be obedient, to make something 
acceptable to (5:30) 2^ kliij ^ cSsdfhk his soul made it 

acceptable for him, [his] killing his brother. 

g^Uai "’atd^'a [v. IV, trans.] to obey (6:116) y=j cijj 

‘Jc. 41 if you obeyed most of those on earth, they 

would lead you away from the path of God. 

g^Uaj yutd'" [imperf. pass., v. IV.] to be obeyed (4:64) o- UL-J U'j 

(jib Vj Jjl-'j We have not sent any messenger but to be 
obeyed, by the will of God. 

^jki tatawwa’^a [v. V, trans; intrans.] to volunteer, to do over 
and above what is required (2:184) ^ ^‘jj=u but if 

anyone volunteers to do good [out of his own accord], it is for 
himself [that he does that], 

^Uaiuil Hstatd'^a = dstd‘'a [v. X, trans.] to be able, to be in 
a position to do, to have power, to be capable of (18:97) I jLlilol Ui 
Gj y I jLlkilol U'j »jj^kij ‘iji so they could not scale it, nor could they 
pierce if, *(3:97) 5UU 5 ulj ^LklUl whoever can find a way to it, 
whoever is capable of going to if, *(18:78) ^ U that 

which you could not bear [to not understand] with patience', 
*(18:72) y you will not be able to bear with me, 

you will not be able to be patient with my ways. 

^jataw‘' [v. n. used adverbially] willingly, of one’s own 
accord, voluntarily (9:53) (ji WjS. ‘j U"jL I give 

willingly or unwillingly—it [your gift] will not be accepted from 
you. 





577 


Lj/(^-j/L 

'^^ta’^atun [n.] obedience (47:21) ejj'jWx Jjfj ^LL obedience 
and fitting words. 

Ci 0 j\iatd'’iln [pi. of act. part. ^U=td'’i‘'] one who obeys (41:11) 
ui! we come in obedience. 

mutd" [pass, part] one who is obeyed (81:21) Qi^\ p 
one who is obeyed there [among the angels] and worthy of trust. 

muttawwi‘'m [pi. of act. part, muttawwi'^ = 
mutatawwi‘^ one who volunteers to do something (9:79) oull 
^ (> 'ojjA those who taunt those of the 

believers who voluntarily give alms. 

t-w/y-f apparition, phantom, spectre; to go about to walk 
about, to roam about; to circulate; to encompass, to circuit; to 
appear in one’s dream; to be touched by the devil; group of 
people, flood; raft. It has been suggested that the derivative ^ 
tufdn is a pre-lslamic borrowing from either Hebrew or Syriac. 
The overlap between the derivatives of the root ^ yj= t-w-f and 
t-y-f is such that it is impractical to attempt to separate 
what belongs to either. Of these root, nine forms occur 41 times 
in the Qur’an: Uili tdfa five times; yufa/three times; 
yattawwaf twice; UjLL td^’if twice; tddfin twice; kaili 

td^’ifatun 20 times; td^’ifatdn four times; tawwdfun 

once and tufdn twice. 

tiUa tdfa u [v. intrans.] 1 to go about, to circulate, to go around, 
to go about (55:44) 'cfiij they will go round 

between [its flames] and scalding water, *(52:24) 

and male servants of their own wait upon [lit. go around] them 
2 to visit, to afflict, to come upon (68:19-20) 4)u'j I> Uuli lyjt UilLi 
cifi.Ai dJdj JJk'j a visitation from the Lord came upon it 
while they were sleeping, and by the morning it was like a garden 
plucked. 

tiUaj yutdfu [imperf. pass. v. with prep. <^£^1 to be served, to be 
waited upon (43:71) dishes of gold 

will be passed around for them, and goblets. 

Llfioi yattawwaf [imperf. v. V, intrans.] to circulate, go around 



so much and/or so often (22:29) I and circle 

around the Ancient House. 

<-ijUa tfl-’//'I [act. part.; pi. td^’ifin] 1 one who goes round 
and about, one who visits, a visitation; an evil thought (7:201) ‘ci 
JJk lili I j'jkjj UjLL [ 41^ 'jj fjsj' those who are 

mindful of [God], if a visitation from Satan [in the form of an 
affliction or an evil thought] touches them, they remember [Him] 
and lo, they can see [the truth] 2 one who engages in the ritual of 
going around the Ka‘'ba (22:26) oaojlallj jj^LLU ‘Jt^j 
^f^\and purify My House for those who circle round [the 
Ka‘ba], for those who stand [to pray] and for those who bow and 
prostrate themselves [worshippers] II [n.] a visitation, an 
affliction, a disaster (68:19) ^ j ^^0 h 4:^ (■ cl a 

visitation from the Lord came upon it while they were sleeping. 

Mijlia td^ifatun [n.; dual td^ifatdn] 1 a number of people 

(3:154) 44 Jjj| ^ then He caused 

calm, after grief, to descend upon you—a sleep that overtook a 
number of you 2 party, faction, side (49:9) Uj 

I jkLati I if two parties of the believers fall to fighting, put 
things right between them. 

tawwdfun [pi. of intens. act. part, tawwdf] those 
who are perpetually regular or eagerly going around; constantly 
keeping the vigil; constantly waiting upon (someone or 
something) (24:58) moving around, 

circulating amongst you [freely], some of you amongst the others. 

d^^tufdn [n.] flood, inundation, deluge (29:14) [jlijiall 

)Jk'j and the Flood overwhelmed them while they were 
acting unjustly. 

j/j/L t-w-q neckband, tore, collar, loop, circle, to encircle, to 
encompass; ability, power, capacity, to be capable of, to be able, 
to bear. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 
yutawwaqun once; yutiqun once and tdqatun 

twice. 

(ffku yutawwaq [imperf. pass. v. II] to have [something] 




clapped around [the neck], to have twisted around [the neck] 
(3:180) J.JJ ^ I jl^ U they will have twisted around 

[their necks] on the Day of Resurrection whatever they stingily 
withhold. 

yutlq [imperf. of IV, trans.] [jur.] to put up with; to bear 
with difficulty (2:184) [jjill jc.'j levied upon 

those who can barely do it [the fast] [also interpreted as: those 
who can bear it but they have a valid excuse such as travel or 
sickness] is a compensation-feeding a needy person. 

^Ua tdqatun [n.] power, strength, capacity (2:286) Vj li'j 
^ Ul V U and Lord, do not burden us with what we do not 
have strength to bear. 

J/j/L t-w-l length, tallness, to grow long, to grow tall, to lengthen, to 
be elongated, long rope; power, ability, means; to overcome, to 
outdo; to outlast. Of this root, five forms occur 10 times in the 
Qur’an: Jli tala three times; Jjliu tatdwala once; Jji tawl three 
times; Jf^tul once and Jjjia tawll twice. 

jda tala u [v., intrans.] 1 to become drawn out, to be protracted 
(21:44) l!U= fVy* lilo Jj indeed, We have 

granted these and their forefathers power and longevity so that 
life has become extended for them 2 to become part of the distant 
past (experiences/events); to seem long (20:86) ’441^ jiy! did 
the time of the Covenant seem too long for you? [also interpreted 
as: has it been too long since your received God’s assistance, or, 
since I [Moses] have been among you?]. 

JjUaii tatdwala [v. VI, intrans.] to become too, or very, 
prolonged, to become very extended (28:45) JjUaia Ujj5 uLi! iklj 
but We have brought forth generations and time 
dragged on for them. 

Jjja tawl [n.] 1 might, power; bounty (40:3) j* Vj V JjiJl csP 
infinite in bounty-there is no God but He 2 wealth, sufficiency of 
means (4:25) ‘j Yj= those of 

you who do not have the means to marry chaste, believing, free 
women-, *(9:86) JjiJI jiJ the wealthy, the affluent [lit. the ones 



580 




with the reach]. 

Jjia ml [v. n./n.] length, height (17:37) ^ Ijij 'o ^jSfl y 

VjL you will never rend the earth open, nor attain the 
mountains in height. 

Jjjia tawll [quasi-act. part.] long (76:26) ^ 't>'j 

XjL XI and in a portion of the night prostrate yourself before 
Him, and glorify Him throughout the long nights. 

t-w-y to fold up, to roll, to line up with stones; to hide, to 
conceal, folds, conscience, concealment; hunger. Of this root, 
four forms occur five times in the Qur’an: natwT once; 

tayy once; tawl twice and eijUjko matwiyydt once. 

jjial natwT [imperf. of v. trans. tawT] to fold up, to roll up 
(21:104) txku on the Day We roll up the 

skies the way a scribe rolls up written scrolls (or, the way a 
folded up scroll rolls in the writings). 

^ tayy [v. n.] the act of folding up, the act of rolling up 
(21:104) txsjl ’jhS. 'ff. on the Day, We roll up the 

skies the way a scribe rolls up written scrolls (or, the way a 
folded up scroll rolls in the writings). 

tuwd [n./v. n.] as a noun it is interpreted as: the name of a 
valley near Mt. Sinai, or ‘twice’ (the valley which is twice 
blessed); as a verbal noun it is interpreted as ‘folding’ (the valley 
which you have ‘folded up completely’ i.e. which you have 
travelled through from one end to the other (20:12) jiyL 21jj 
tj’jLyou are in the sacred valley, Tuwd. 

cjljjka matwiyydtun [pi. of fern. pass. part. matwiyyatun] 
that which is folded up, that which is rolled up (39:67) eijIjUUrj 
a&fid. and the heavens are rolled up in His right hand. 

t-y-b to be good, to be agreeable, to be willing, to mollify; to 
be wholesome, to become ripe; to regain health; to be fragrant, 
fragrance, perfume. It has been suggested by some scholars that 
the derivative tuba is linked to a corresponding Syriac and a 
common Semitic root. Other scholars attribute the derivative 
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tuba to a borrowing from Hindi. Of this root, six forms occur 50 
times the Qur’an: L-iU= taba three times; tiiba once; 
tayyib 13 times; tayyibun three times; tayyibatun nine 
times and tayyibat 2\ times. 

lJ2itaba I [v. intrans.] 1 to be or become desirable or 
agreeable (4:3) fUaull 't> 's-iU= U I then marry of [the other] 
women those who seem agreeable to you 2 to become good, to be 
good, to become pious, to be pious (39:73) 

Ujkjli and its keepers say to them, ‘Peace be upon you, 
you have been good, enter it, [to dwell] for ever’; *(4:4) 
llij ^ I> but if they are, of their own accord, happy to give 
up some of it for you. 

ui^tubd [v. n./n.] variously interpreted as: the name of a tree 
in Paradise, borrowing from Ethiopian or Hindi meaning 
paradise, borrowing from Persian meaning golden, or noun 
meaning happiness, joy, goodness or affluence (13:29) 'ojiil 
tjU pUJlloll ljUt'j those who believe and do 

righteous deeds, joy is theirs and for them an excellent 
homecoming. 

tayyib [quasi-act. part.; pi. tayyibun; fern. 

tayyibatun; fern. pi. cjIbL tayyibdt] 1 good (14:24) ^ 

a good word is like a good tree 2 the Pious, the chaste (24:26) 
djtbUI the chaste women are for the chaste 
men, and the chaste men are for the chaste women 3 clean (4:43) 
ui I then select clean earth 4 wholesome (16:114) 1 jjki 
V5U. J>4a'jj 11- so eat of the wholesome and lawful things 
God has provided for you 5 favourable, fair (10:22) JPS Ej ^ 
pij^ 'cfjfj dM till when you are in the ships and they sail 
with them [you] on a fair wind 6 agreeable, pleasant (61:12) j 
Jjc. pip. pal into pleasant dwellings in the Gardens of 
Eternity. 

t-y-r flying thing/creature, a bird, an insect, to fly, to fly away; 
to hasten; to rejoice; to scatter, to spread out; bad omen, augury; 
deed. Of this root, six forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: jjI) 
yatlr once; tatayyara once; 'JM ^ittayyara twice; tayr 
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nine times; jjU= ta^’ir five times and mustaUr once. 

yatlr [imperf of v. intrans.] to fly (6:38) jj)=u jjU= a 
bird that flies with its [two] wings. 

tatayyara [v. V, intrans.] to take as an evil omen, to augur 
evil (36:18) Ijj we augur evil from you. 

'’ittayyara [v. VIII] to take as an evil omen (27:47) I jlli 
‘ifAj 2 I 4 6(^1 they said, ‘We augur ill of you and of those with 
you. ’ 

J^tayr [generic n.] birds, insects (16:79) jlLlI (Jj 

kill VI U fULlI (_ya do they not consider the birds, 

sustained in the air [of the sky], nothing holding them up except 
God. 

jjUa tdHr I [generic n.] bird/s; insect/s (6:38) l 4 =jVi Xifl ]> U'j 
)»S11I«] ^1 VI jj)=j jjU= V'j there is not a creature of the earth 

nor a bird that flies with its [two] wings but are communities like 
yourselves II [n.] 1 deed; destiny (17:13) ^ kfllL ili'ji! pUil 
^ and every human-We have bound his destiny (or, deeds) to 
his neck 2 bad omen (27:47) ^1 Vjc- 5>kjjU= Jli 41*4 ‘cffj 4L U'jLl Ijili 
they said, ‘We augur ill of you and of those with you he replied, 
‘Your augury is with God. ’ 

j\Uu iU mustatir [quasi-act. part.] (of evil in particular) 
spreading far and wide (76:7) I j4=44o [jlk 14"^ ofly, 

they fulfil their vows; and fear a day whose harm is widespread. 

^[isj^ t-y-f(see ujj/ii t-w-f). 

t-y-n mud, clay, to be muddy, to coat with mud; nature, 
disposition; specific character. Some scholars attribute the word 
Cji)= tin to an early borrowing from either Syriac or Aramaic. Of 
this root, tin occurs 12 times in the Qur’an. 

tlala tin [n.] 1 clay, mud (23:12) ]> kLU. 'jU.^VI Usk l^ij 

We created man from an essence of clay 2 mud bricks (28:38) 
14.‘j;.^ Ls^ so, light a fire for me, Hdmdn, on 

[bricks of] clay, then build me a tall building. 
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fUail the seventeenth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 

voieed inter-dental frieative velarised sound. 

to leave, to depart, to migrate, to move around in seareh 
of pasture; eamel litters in whieh women travel, howdaj; women 
travelling in the eompany of men. Of this root, only 
la^'nikum oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

[v. n.] journeying, travelling, in partieular with the 
entire household (16:80) h Ju ojL 

and He has provided for you, from the hide of cattle, tents [lit. 
houses] that you find light on the day you travel and on the day 
you settle down. 

j/Lj/Ja ^-/-r fingernails, toenails, elaws, talons; to eapture; vietory, 
triumph, to sueeeed, to win. Of this root, two forms oeeur onee in 
the Qur’an: ^aifara and ^lufr. 

jiiai ^a^fara [v. IV, trans.] to eause to be vietorious (48:24) o- 
after He had made you victors over them. 

jila ^ufr [n., eoll. n.] fingernail, toenail, elaw, talon (6:146) 
jai. I jiU and to those who followed the 

Jewish faith We forbade all [animals] that have claws. 

J/J/Ja i-l-l shadow, shade, parasol; shelter, proteetion, patronage; to 
seek the shade; to seek proteetion; to eontinue doing something 
by day, to remain. Of this root, seven forms oeeur 33 times in the 
Qur’an: ^alla nine times; ^allala twiee; ^ill eight times; 

lildl six times; ^ lullatun twiee; jik- lulal four times and 




Lyi> lahl twice. 

jia ^lla a [one of the verb sisters of 'cp. (p (>) (q.v.), 
originally meaning ‘to continue doing something all throughout 
the day’] 1 to remain, to continue (42:33) pJi *Uu "ijj 

jc. if He wills, He stills the wind, so they stay 

motionless on its [the sea’s] back 2 to become (16:58) Ijj'j 

"piS ja'j 44k'j 'ip when one of them is given the [bad] 
news [lit. good news] of [the birth of] a baby girl, his face 
becomes dark and he is filled with gloom. 

Jlia lallala [v. II, trans. with prep. (^] to cause something to 
shade (something) from sunlight (2:57) 'pp Ulllij and We 
caused the clouds to shade you. 

p ^ill [n.; pi. cDUi lilal] 1 shade (28:24) "dP\ 
he watered [their flock] for them then withdrew into the shade 2 
shadow (16:48) 0*4^^ P p} 

<01 r^l, do they not ponder the fact that whatever things 

God has created that cast shadows all around [lit. to the right 
and to the left]—all submit to God [lit. prostrate themselves] 3 
[also pi. of ^ lullatun] shaded areas; canopies (36:56) ‘pP'jJj 
'ijjip iM'p] pc. ph p they and their spouses will be in shaded 
areas (or, under canopies)], reclining on couches 4 shelter, 
protection, barrier (16:81) l54- j God has made 

for you shelters out of what He has created 5 an amount of, a 
touch of (in an interpretation of 56:43) I> lPj and [in] a 
touch of black smoke. 

^^ullatun [n.; pi. Jli- ^ulal, also ^ ^ullatun] 1 canopy, 
awning, an overhead covering (7:171) yi. ijtk ‘^ja jj j and 

[remember] when We hoisted the mountain high above them as if 
it were a canopy 2 surrounding, entourage (2:210) ‘J Vj 'cij’fP J* 
j are they awaiting for [anything] 

other than God (or. His chastisement) to come to them under 
canopies of clouds and in an entourage of angels. 

J4ia ^alll [quasi-act. part.] shady (77:31) P pu Vj cyt. V 
it is neither shady, nor does it give relief from the flame. 



i-l-m darkness, (of darkness) to descend; to put something in 
the wrong place, to act improperly; to cause someone to suffer a 
loss; to wrong someone, to act unjustly, injustice, tyranny, 
oppression. Of this root, 14 forms occur 315 times in the 
Qur’an: lalama 85 times; lulima 25 times; ^ lulm 20 

times; jJlk. ^alim five times; ^alimatun four times; 
^alimun 126 times; ^a^lam 16 times; ^alum twice; 
^allam five times; ^ ma^lum once; jihi '’a^lama once; 
muzlim once; mu^limun once and euUiii lulumat 23 times. 

'^^alama i I [v. intrans.] 1 to commit injustice, to act 
tyrannically (10:54) 50 ^ U jkl ‘J "jlj if every 

soul that has committed injustice possessed all that is on the 
earth, it would offer it for ransom 2 to place something in the 
place of another (7:162) uLjti l! 4 cjiil 'Jit. Sfja ^ 

'dj4^ Ijjl£ Lu 'iff Ijkj so those who commit injustice 

among them changed the words given to them for others, so We 
sent upon them punishment from heaven for their ever replacing 
one thing with another 3 [with prep. J (implying the meaning of 
Ljj£ kadhdhaba, to describe as a lie) to disbelieve in, to reject, to 
fail to do justice to (7:103) ^'j 'Jffff ff p 

Ijj I after these. We sent Moses to Pharaoh and his chiefs with 
Our signs, but they rejected them [they did not put them in the 
proper place, they did not treat them as they should] II [v. trans.] 
1 to wrong, to injure (2:57) Wj they did 

not wrong Us; it was themselves they wronged 2 to treat unfairly 
(38:24) yffu (_ylj 7'3>Vi J>u 2Ll]i ail indeed he has treated you 
unfairly by asking for your ewe [to add] to his ewes 3 to fail to do 
justice to (2:54) Jkjd' J.Sluij! my people, you 

have not done yourselves justice by taking the calf [for worship] 
4 to hold back what is due, to not give full measure (18:33) 1^ 
bAjkl' both gardens produced their 
[proper] yield and did not hold back any [due part] of it III 
[doubly trans.] to deny someone something due to them, to suffer 
someone the loss or detriment of something (10:44) jih) V iill bj 
a"'-*ll b^ij a"'-*ll God does not suffer people any 
[injustice]—it is they who wrong themselves. 
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'^^ulima [pass, v.] 1 to be subjected to injustice, to be 
wronged (22:39) IajjiJ 'cil\ permitted [to defend 
themselves] are those on whom war is waged, because they were 
subjected to injustice 2 to be denied one’s dues, to be made to 
suffer a loss of one’s rights (21:47) Sii 

lauS jiki and We set up the just scales for the Day of 
Resurrection, so that no soul is denied a thing. 

^ ^ulm [v. n./n.] 1 injustice ( 20 : 111 ) and 

those who carry [the burden of having committed] injustice will 
meet with failure 2 wrongdoing (6:82) Ij^L jjj \^\'^ (jjill 

those who believe, and have not obscured their faith with 
wrongdoing (here specified by the Prophet to mean shirk in 
the meaning of ‘less than full submission to God’) 3 placing 
something in the wrong place, attributing something to the wrong 
person (25:4) jSi ^ ’<kc.Yj »rj:ial aaj Vj li* [jj I j’jik Jiij 

Ijjjj llii. Ijilk those who disbelieve said, ‘This is but a lie he has 
forged, and other people helped him to do it’-so they have 
committed injustice and perjury. 

f^^dlim I [act. part.; pi. ^dlimun] 1 one who acts 

unjustly, one doing wrong, one acting tyrannically (7:105) Vj 
[jjJUill ^ and do not include me with the wrong-doing 
people 2 one who lets down another (18:35) 54 .^ jAj ^ 
and he entered his garden while letting himself down II [n.] 1 a 
transgressor, wrongdoer, one who violates a command (7:19) 'ij 
UU'jSj but do not approach this tree, or you 
will become one of the wrongdoers 2 unjust person, tyrant (12:79) 
Ijj Uj lillo "Ji jt»4 Jii he said, ‘God 

forbid that we should take other than the one with whom we found 
our property: for if we did so, we would be unjust. ’ 

jdiai d^lam [elat.] more/most unjust, more/most wicked 
(2:114) kjlji tjja jSjj J who 

could be more unjust than those who prohibit the mention of 
God’s name in His own places of worship and strive to have them 
destroyed? 

lalum [intens. act. part.] 1 one who is prone to being 



unjust, a denier of favours granted to him, one who is ungrateful 
(14:34) jli f jiiil ‘a! ^ V ^ I jiu ojj if you count God’s 

blessings you will never number them: man is truly unjust and 
ungrateful 2 one who is apt to place things where they do not 
belong, one who is inept (33:72) j Uj 

tojiia jjlk 4jj (jUiuVI (jaiiSij (ji Quli JlaaJlj Wc 

offered the trust (q.v.) to the heavens, the earth and the 
mountains, yet they refused to carry it and were afraid of it; but 
man carried it—indeed he is inept, ignorant. 

j»5Ua ^alldm [intens. act. part.] one who frequently commits acts 
of injustice, tyrant (41:46) U'j your Lord is never 

unjust to His worshippers. 

maflum [pass, part.] one who is treated unjustly 
(17:33) 14jlko ]>j whosoever is slain unjustly. 

"a^lama [v. IV, intrans. with prep. (^] to become dark, to 
become dark all around (2:20) Ij4li jih! lijj and when it 
darkens all around them they stand still. 

jdix* mu^lim [quasi-act. part.] dark (10:27) 1445 [4* Jfj l3k 

14i]i4 cPl 't> as though their faces were covered with pieces of the 
darkness of the night. 

mu^limun [pi. of act. part. mu^lim of verb jihl 
"a^lama meaning ‘to enter into darkness’] those who are in 
darkness (36:37) 'dj4^ liU jl^oll kio JiJll 141 and a sign 
for them is the night: from which We strip the daylight, and—lo 
and behold!—they are in darkness. 

cjLdk ^ulumdt [pi. of fern. n. 4:44. ^ulmatun] 1 physical darkness 
(2:19) ijjj'j li-'jj cijUi4. ^ f.l4Ul jl or like a thunderstorm 

from the sky in which there is darkness, thunder and lightning 2 
misguidedness, spiritual darkness (33:43) Aj££1:oj j* 

<_ylj pU4]4l it is He and His angels who bless you, to 

bring you out of the darkness and into the light 3 (of darkness) 
degrees, layers, folds (39:6) 44 liL dfd} 

ciiilj 11.1414. He creates you in your mothers’ wombs, one form after 
another, in three layers of darkness. 
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thirst, to be thirsty, to cause to be thirsty; span of time, to 
be mean, to be unjust. Of this root, three forms occur once each in 
the Qur’an: ta^ma^', tah lama^ and lam^an. 

tdaj ta^ma" [imperf. of v. intrans.] to become thirsty, to thirst 
(20:119) Vj tfcji tiu Sf aifj and [that] in it you will not 
become thirsty nor suffer the heat of the sun. 

Uia zama'’ [n.] thirst (9:120) 42^ Vj ti. V they do not 
suffer any thirst or weariness. 

ffUia ^ama^’dn [quasi-act. part.] thirsty (24:39) iU [jtdill <12:^ 
the thirsty [one] thinks it to be water. 

l-n-n assumption, supposition, conjecture, guessing; opinion, 
belief, to realise, to know; doubt, to have a low opinion of, to 
think ill of, to be suspicious, to accuse. Contexts in which 
derivatives of this root occur vary greatly as regards the degree of 
doubt/certainty associated with them, and therefore cause 
interpretational problems. Of this root, four forms occur 69 times 
in the Qur’an: [yh lanna A1 times; (ji lann 20 times; lunun 
once and cbi\ 1> lannTn once. 

'cJa ^anna u the senior sister of a group of verbs which, 
functionally, may take two direct objects and semantically, imply 
lack of certainty of the predication in varying degrees (1 «jI>-1 j tyi). 
According to ’al-Raghib the use of [yt '’anna in the predication of 
lyh indicates a high position on the certainty-doubtfulness scale, 
whereas low position is indicated by the use of ‘j. An example of 
the former is (75:28) ijl jill U [yhj and he [the dying man] realised 
it is the final parting, and an example of the latter is (48:12) Jj 
\’fi\ LJajj y y but you thought/hoped 

that the Messenger and the believers would never return to their 
families. In context, various meanings are associated with [yki, 
among them the following 1 to know, to come to realise (38:24) 
aljja Ld ijfj [ykij and David came to realise that We had put him to 
the test 2 to deem (17:102) Ijj^ fftjand indeed, I 

deem you, Pharaoh, ruined/vanquished 3 to assume, to surmise, 
to imagine (21:87) 'ffaj y ‘j ‘cM 44.^ 4 ijjA\ lij and 




[remember] Dhu’l-Nun [Jonah], when he went off angrily, and 
assumed We would not have power over him 4 to conjecture, to 
guess (45:32) Ui Vj Jjkj y U U we do not know what the 
Hour is; we only hazard a guess 5 to fear (7:171) USu jj'j 

yi'j '-d ^ dk and [remember] when We hoisted the 

mountain high above them as if it were a canopy, and they feared 
that it would fall on them 6 to expect (18:35) "4 4*4 "J 1- 7 

do not think this will ever perish 7 [with prep, j] to think ill of, to 
impute to (3:154) tji jjc- 4 iIj imputing [ill] 

thoughts about God that are contrary to the truth, the thoughts of 
pagan ignorance. 

'cfo lann [v. n./n.; pi. z:unun] 1 conjecture, speculation 
(4:157) ^141 Vj ^ ^ U they have no real knowledge of 

it, only following conjecture 2 assumption (38:27) I jjiS 411j 

that is the disbelievers’ assumption 3 thought ^(48:12) 

and you thought evil thoughts', *(33:10) Ujiji 5414 'ojkdj and 
you imputed [ill] thoughts [lit. various thoughts] to God 4 
expectation, opinion (34:20) »jIuj^ jsij Satan 

proved right his opinion of them for they followed him. 

pannln [pi. of act. part. (jUi ^dnn] those who think, doubt, 
conjecture, assume, presume, expect, hold an opinion (48:6) (jojUill 
f'jliill [jki ^4 those who harbour evil thoughts about God. 

j/jk/Ja ^-h-r back, rear; backer, to back up; to neglect, to turn one’s 
back on; to carry on one’s back; outside, exterior, external, 
outward; to be apparent, perceptible, manifest, plain, evident; to 
assist, to gang up on; appearances; to travel from one place to 
another; to overpower, to conquer; noon, midday. Of this root, 12 
forms occur 59 times in the Qur’an: lahara 10 times; jAli 

^dhara six times; '’a^hara seven times; 'jilku ta^dhara three 
times; ^ahr four times; p^hur 11 times; jAlk. ^dhir six 
times; s'jAUi ^dhiratun twice; ^dhirln twice; ^ahlr six 

times; s'jj4= lahlratun once and lihriyyan once. 

^ahara a I [v. intrans.] 1 to appear, to become evident, to 
become manifest (30:41) jkjl'j i4.4ll corruption has 

appeared on land and sea 2 to be open, to be manifest (6:151) Sf'j 
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Uj cAa.rjall I and do not approach indecent 

deeds, be they open or secret 3 to triumph, to spread out (9:48) 

’jA ita- until the truth came and God’s command 

triumphed 4 to show (24:31) U Vj ‘ci^j 'ca^ Vj and 

should not flaunt their charms beyond those of them that may 
[unavoidably/decently] show 5 [with prep. (^] a) to ascend 
(43:33) ^ J^j and staircases upon which they ascend 

b) to prevail over, to get the upper hand over (9:8) V Iy 
V'j Vj if they get the upper hand over you, they would 

not respect any tie with you, of kinship or treaty c) to come to 
know, to become cognisant of (24:31) 't> j 

pljjt ijs^ I"fj cilJ' j or such men as attend 
them who have no sexual desire or children who are not yet 
aware of women’s nakedness d) to discover, to find out, to come 
upon (9:8) ‘J ‘u! if they discover 

you they would stone you or force you to return to their religion 
II [v. trans.] to climb on the back of, to scale (18:97) ‘j IUi 
i so they could not scale it. 

^dhara [v. Ill] I [intrans.] [jur.] to perform J^iihdr, i.e., 
to say to one’s wife (according to a pre-lslamic practice) that her 
back is as forbidden to one as the back of one’s mother (33:4) U'j 
l54- and He has not made your 
wives, whom you declare to be ‘unlawful to you as your mothers ’ 
backs’, your [real] mothers II [trans.] to back up, to aid, to 
support (9:4) Takl I and who have not supported 
anyone against you. 

'’aihara [v. IV] I [intrans.] to enter into the noontime, 
midday (30:18) 'dJj^ praise 

is due to Him everywhere [lit. in the heavens and on earth] all the 
time [lit. in the evening and at midday] II [trans.] 1 to cause to 
spread (40:26) ‘J j or that he will cause 

disorder to spread in the land 2 to reveal to, to make known to, to 
divulge (72:26) JJli. the One who knows 

what is hidden—He reveals to none His secrets 3 to cause to 
prevail, to cause to overcome, to exalt (48:28) Sd} j* 
^ ijj’J didj it is He who sent His Messenger 




j/a/£ 591 

with guidance and the religion of Truth, that He may exalt it 
above every religion. 

jiUaj ta^ahara [v. VI, intrans. with prep. <^] to league 
together against, to gang up against, to hack up or aid one another 
against (66:4) I'jAliu jfj if you back each other against him. 

^ahr [n.; pi. jj^ ^uhiir] 1 back (9:35) ^ ls'^ 

and their foreheads, sides and backs will be branded by 
them-, *(6:138) and animals which are exempt 

from labour [lit. and animals whose backs are forbidden]-, *(94:3) 
ajyi 'jjjasjf that which strained your back/troubled you [lit. 
caused your back to break]-, *(3:187) they 

neglected it, they held it in contempt [lit. they cast it behind their 
backs] 2 back side, back door (2:189) I> Ijjti ‘ch 1>4' 

Ujj^ it is not righteousness that you enter houses by their back 
doors 3 after, behind (6:94) fj- Sj US asij 

U now you return to Us, alone, [just] as We first 
created you—and you have left behind what We gave you 4 deck 
of a ship (43:12-13) ^ \ U 

who made for you ships and animals to ride on so that you may 
remember your Lord’s grace when you are seated on their 
boards/backs 5 surface (42:33) ^ 'jSfjj 'jihixa *Uu [jj 

if He wills. He stills the wind, so they would stay motionless on its 
[the sea’s[ surface [lit. back] 6 loins (7:172) J.'4i [> '<d[j U-l jj'j 

tA jj^ [> and [remember] when your Lord took from the 
children of Adam, from their loins, their seed. 

jaUs lahir [act. part.; fem. s'jAUi ^ahiratum, masc. pi. 
^dhirun] 1 manifest, clear (31:20) ^Uj s'jaIU. j and 

He has lavished upon you His bounties, apparent and hidden-, 
* jaIUI (57:3) (an attribute of God) the Manifest, the Outer 2 outer 
surface, outer layer, appearance (30:7) U'J sUUI 't> I'jaIU. 'qJ^, 
they know only the outer layer of this present life-, *(13:33) jaUu 
J jail by the literal meaning of speech, or, by just empty words 

[lit. by what is apparent of the words] 3 the outside (57:13) ^ jjUj 
U l-Ull i'jAUij UU'jll 5 Ui kjMj IJj a wall with a door in it, on the 
inside of it there is mercy, while on the outside, next to it, lies 
chastisement 4 visible, in sight (34:18) ^^1 '(jLj 14“ hUUj 



s'jAUi 14 ^ and We set between them and the towns We had 
blessed, [other] towns within sight 5 eminent, prominent (40:29) 
to you is sovereignty today; eminent 
[you are] in the land 6 victorious, prevailing (61:14) 1 
tjjjAUi I "f>A Jic. We supported those who believe against 
their enemy and they became victorious. 

^ahlr [sing, and pi. n./sing. and pi. quasi-act. part.] 
backer/s, protector/s (34:22) ]> [4-4 ^ Wj nor has He any 

backer among them. 

lahiratun [n.] noon, midday; extreme heat of midday 
(24:58) when you lay your garments 

aside [for the siesta] at midday (or, because of the midday heat). 

'(if^ lihriyyan [adverbial] at the back, in the back, behind, 
neglected and forgotten (11:92) 4^4)= ijkiikji'j and you have 
turned your backs on Him, forgotten. 




^ / ‘^ayn 


cHsiil ^al-^'ayn the eighteenth letter of the alphabet; it stands for a 
voieed pharyngeal frieative sound. 

load, weight; to eare, to get ready, to paek. Of this 
root, bi^ya’'ba'’u, oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

ijiu ya^'ba'’ [imperf. v., intrans.] to eare, to eoneem oneself 
with, to he solieitous about (25:77) Vjl yiu U what 

weight have you in the estimation of my Lord [also interpreted as: 
what will my Lord do with you] if it were not for your 
supplication? 

‘^-b-th a mix up of things, adulteration, folly, to waste time in 
useless aetivity; to eommit a folly. Of this root, two forms oeeur 
onee eaeh in the Qur’an: ta’^bathun and ‘'abathan. 

liuki ta‘'bath [imperf. v., intrans.] to aet frivolously, to play 
around, to aet in jest, to aet in vanity (26:128) 

[jjiukj do you set up monuments [also: altars, road signs or 
gathering places] on every height to satisfy your vanity? [also: 
jesting?] 

liuc. ‘^abath [v. n.] jest, frivolity, vain aetivity, absenee of 
reason, laek of purpose (23:115) ^ did you think 

We created you in vain? 

‘'-b-d slave, servant, to enslave; obedienee, submission, to 
worship, to adore; to tan eamel hide, to tar a boat. Some seholars, 
apparently with no evidenee save for the assumption that spiritual 
eoneepts are foreign to Arabie per se, attribute the eoneept of 



worshipping associated with some derivatives of this root to a 
borrowing from other Semitic languages. ^al-Suyuti quotes ^ahu 
^al-Qasim’s suggestion that the sense of ‘to enslave’ is a 
borrowing from Nabataean. Of this root, 11 forms occur 275 
times in the Qur’an: 'oi ‘^abada 121 times; oJ^ yu’^badun 
once; ^ ‘'abbada once; ‘'abd 28 times; ‘^abdayn once; 
‘'ibad 97 times; ‘^abld five times; ‘^abid once; 

‘'abidat once; ‘'abidun 10 and ‘'ibadatun nine times. 

‘'abada u [v. trans.] 1 to worship (20:14) u! Sf 

there is no god but Me, so worship Me 2 to serve, to carry out 
one’s religious duties (53:62) ^ I bow down before 

God and serve (also, worship) [Him]. 

it ‘'abbada [v. II trans.] to enslave (26:22) you 

have enslaved the children of Israel. 

ift ’^abd I [sing, n.] 1 (in relation to God) a) someone, a person 
(43:59) a!ir» ^ ^ Vj '> bj he is only 

someone Wc favoured and made an example for the Children of 
Israel b) worshipper, servant (19:30) ’df. I am a servant of 
God 2 anyone (2:221) ]-'5T->r-l "jTj ^ ij»Ij a believing 

male is better than a male polytheist, even though he may please 
you 3 slave (16:75) ^ ji Sf 14jL- \'Sx. ^1 Lj'j4= and God 

gives the parable of an owned slave, who has no power over 
anything 4 (in contrast to male slave (2:178) auJl'j ’jkllj 'jkll 
freeman for freeman, slave for slave II [pi. out ‘"abld] all 
creatures (50:29) Ui U'j I am not unjust to any creature 

III [pi. ‘'ibad] 1 created beings, mortals (7:194) ‘cjf 'uj 41 
■^li.! 5 UII ijji those [whom] you [idolaters] call upon instead 
of God are created things like you 2 all the creation, everything 
there is, all (2:207) jIjAj ^ f'j ^I'j and God is most 
compassionate to all 3 all living beings (50:11) pUjl lijj as a 
provision for all [who may eat] 4 servants of God, worshippers 
(15:42) [jLLL. 211 ^jil [jj as for My servants, you will have 
no power over [any of them]', *(25:63) the chosen ones 

[of/by] God, the true believers, the select [lit. the servants of the 
Beneficent] 5 male slaves (only in 24:32) 'j^Jllall'j 

I4pljc. ‘of. and marry off the single among you and those of 
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your male and female slaves who are suitable [for marriage] (or, 
those who are pious). 

lift ‘'abid [act. part., pi. ’"dbidum, fern. pi. cjIIH ‘"abiddt] 

one who worships (109:4-5) 'i! U (jjl'l ‘[d Sf j U 111 u! Sf j 

and I will not worship what you worship, nor will you worship 
what I worship. 

SjI^ ‘'ibadatun [n./v. n.] worshipping/service, worship (7:206) 
'i 'i£j 1ft (jjll [jj those who are with your Lord do 
not disdain from worshipping Him. 

‘^-b-r one side of the valley, to traverse, passer-hy; to interpret 
a dream; contemplation, a lesson; tear; plenty, group of people; 
mixture of perfumes. Of this root, four forms occur nine times in 
the Qur’an: oJJi^ ta’^burun once; ^ "’i’^tabiru once; 

'^dbirl once and ‘'ibratun six times. 

ta’^bur [imperf. v., trans.] to traverse; to interpret (a 
dream) (12:43) ’r^ bj if you are [ones who] interpret 

dreams. 

H’^tabir [imper. v. VIII, intrans.] take heed, leam a lesson, 
consider (59:2) jU-lVl so learn a lesson, you who 

have eyes. 

r m > ilft ‘^dbirln [pi. of act. part. ’^abir) one who passes hy or 
through, one who traverses (4:43) JjI- unless you are 

passing through [the mosque]. 

VJs. Hbratun [n.] a lesson to be learned (12:111) ^ "H 
lJA\ ijic. in their stories is surely a lesson for those 

possessed of minds. 

‘^-b-s dung, to be soiled, to be dismal; to frown, to look stem, 
to be austere. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: ‘'abasa twice and U ‘'abusan once. 

'o^ “"abasa a [v. intrans.] to frown (80:1-2) ‘j 

he frowned and turned away because the blind man came to 
him-, * name of Sura 80, Meccan sura, so-named because of 
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the reference in verses 1-16 to the story of the Prophet’s 
"Frowning" at the blind man. 

‘"abus [quasi-act. part.] stern, dismal, frowning (76:10) Uj 
rjjjk«a lloji li'j ^Uj we fear from our Lord a frowning 
grim Day. 

^-b-q-r this root is said to originate from the word 
^abqar, the name of the place which the ancient Arabs believed to 
be the home of the wondrous jinn. It is said also to be a name of a 
town, either in the Yemen or in '’al-Jazrratu, where cloth of great 
beauty is made. Some scholars, however, suggest that the word 
"jiiicame into Arabic from Persian long before the revelation of 
the Qur’ an. The concepts associated with this root include genius, 
talent, poetical inspiration and rich floral types of carpet 
(revealing perhaps a Persian origin for the word). Of this root, 
one form. Is jfi ‘"abqariyy, occurs in a single place in the Qur’an. 

‘"abqariyy [n; nisbatun to jajt ‘"abqar] richly designed 
carpet (55:76) IsJ^j they will be 

reclining on green cushions and fine carpets. 

‘"-t-b flight of levelled stone steps up a mountain, threshold, 
lintel, stairs; anger, to be angry, to reprove, to have a bone to pick 
with someone, to reproach a friend amicably because of an 
alleged hurtful action committed by him, to explain oneself, to 
seek forgiveness. Of this root, three forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: I yasta‘'tibu once; yustadabun three times 

and ^al-mudabln once. 

Li^d^yasta^tib [imperf of v. X, intrans.] to ask for a chance 
to explain oneself, to seek permission to make amends (41:24) ‘cfij 
[joiStlll I and even if they ask permission to make 

amends, they will not be among those granted such permission. 

LjjjLiuu yustadab [pass, imperf of v. X] to be asked to explain a 
mistake in order to be granted forgiveness (30:57) [jAJi ^ V 
[j jinVu . n V'j on that Day the excuse of the unjust ones 

will be of no avail to them; nor will they be allowed to explain 
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away [their sins], 

mu‘'tabm [pi. of pass. part, mu‘'tab] those whose 
explaining of themselves is aeeepted (41:24) 't> I jim . u . ) ‘Jfj 

and even if they ask permission to make amends, they will 
not be among those granted such permission. 

‘^-t-d eontainer for personal valuables, war materials ineluding 
horses kept at the ready, to prepare, to be ready; to treasure. Of 
this root, two forms oeeur 16 times in the Qur’an: "’a^'tada 14 

times and lut ’^atld twiee. 

jjbl ^adada [v. IV, trans.] to prepare, to keep in store for 
(18:29) IjU oidUill Ujii! U We have prepared for the unjust ones 
Fire. 

‘^atld [quasi-aet. part.] at hand, attentive, ready (50:18) U 

t-AjSj 5 u'J Vj Jja JiiL he utters not a single word but there is 
by him an ever-attentive observer. 

‘^-t-q shoulder; to set free, to go free; to mature, to be in the 
prime of eondition; to be old, (wine and the like) mature. Of this 
root, ij^ ‘'atlq, oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

Jjje ‘'atlq [quasi-aet./pass. part.] mature, old, aneient; free 
*(22:29) (epithet for the Ka‘’ba) meaning either the 

Ancient House, so-named beeause it was the first house of God to 
be founded on Earth (3:96), or the Freed House beeause it was 
freed from human ownership, from the attaek by the Abyssinians 
(narrated in Sura 105), from the Flood or from other sueh 
afflietions. 

‘^-t-l erowbar; to drag violently; ruffian and eruel person. Of 
this root, two forms oeeur onee eaeh in the Qur’an: »jhkj H’^tiluhu 
and cik ‘^utull. 

'’u^'tulFFtil [imper. V., trans.] drag and east away 
violently (44:47) »jJ^li »jii. take him and thrust him 

into the midst of Hell. 

‘'utull [quasi-aet. part.] ruffian, ignoble, eoarse, rude, rough 
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(68:12-13) 211j 2.) fiL jijl ^lio hinderer of good, 

aggressor, sinful, and above all an infamous ruffian. 

‘^-t-w/y to be excessively fierce, arrogant, violent, 
aggressive, to be disobedient, to offer mutinous opposition; (of 
tree branches) to dry up; to reach very old age, to be infirm. Of 
this root, four forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: ^ ‘"aid five 
times; “yi- ‘'utuww twice; Iff. dtiyy twice and ‘^dtiyatun once. 

^atd u [v. intrans.] 1 to behave arrogantly, to violate the 
bounds of propriety, to become excessive (25:21) ^ aal 

I'jj^ fjjL 1‘jjt j they have become too proud of themselves, 
and flagrantly violated all bounds of propriety 2 [with prep, cf-] 
to rebel against, to turn with disdain from obeying (51:44) ‘cf- Ijjii 
but they rebelled against their Lord’s 
command, so the blast took them. 

^ ‘’utuww [v. n.] violating all bounds of propriety, 
insurrection, arrogance (25:21) Ijj^ Tjjtj I fj^\ 

they have become too proud of themselves and flagrantly violated 
all bounds of propriety. 

'ifc- dtiyy [v. n.] 1 being dried up, becoming too old, infirmity 
(19:8) 't> cjiL aa'j and I have reached the infirmity of old 

age 2 unruliness, being rebellious, brutality (19:69) 

’r>«^ then will We seize out of each group 
those who were most disobedient towards the Lord of Mercy. 

Jflc- ‘’dtl [act. part.] violent, fierce, raging (69:6) I 'flVj 
fffc. as for the people of ‘’ad, they were destroyed by a 

violent roaring wind. 

’’-th-r a hole in which irrigation water collects, palm trees that 
get water from such pools; to stumble upon, to find, to trip; a slip 
of the tongue; dusty land. Of this root, two forms occur each in a 
single place in the Qur’an: “uthira and ‘’a‘’tharnd. 

'Jfs- “uthira [pass, v.] to be found, to be discovered (5:107) Ijla 
t«jj lisiol U4ji ijs^ 'Jc. if it is discovered that these two have 
committed a sin. 



jjfti '’a‘'thara [v. IV, trans., no object, with prep, to cause 
to find, to cause to stumble upon (18:21) ‘J ^ 

'i'j in this way We caused [people] to find them, that they 
come to know God’s promise is true. 

‘’-th-w/y tangled hair, to go haywire; to act wickedly, to 
harm, to cause mischief; male hyena, a crude unkempt person, a 
fool. Of this root, only Ijj<j ta’^thaw, occurs five times in the 
Qur’ an. 

ta’^thd [imperf v., intrans. with prep. (^] to cause 
corruption, to cause destruction, to act mischievously (26:183) 'if 
(_ydji\ Tjjki and do not perniciously spread corruption on 

earth. 

wonder, to admire, to like, a wondrous thing; conceit, 
conceited person. Of this root, six forms occur 27 times in the 
Qur’an: ‘’ajiba eight times; "afaba 11 times; 

‘’ujdb once; 44^ ‘’ajab five times and f ijVr- ‘’ajib twice. 

Lj^ ‘’ajiba a [v. intrans.] to wonder, to deem strange, 
extraordinary or improbable, to be surprised (7:63) ‘J 

Jk'j ‘ijx. do you find it so strange that a 

message would come from your Lord-through a man in your 
midst—to warn you!? 

L^\ ^afaba [v. IV trans.] 1 to cause to like, to please (57:20) 
kitjj jUSlI fLt- JuS. like rain the growing power of which 
delights the sowers 2 to impress, to make a great impression on, 
to satisfy (9:25) cju jj fjij on the day 

of the battle of Hunayn when your numbers well impressed you 
but they availed you nothing. 

‘’ujdb [quasi-act. part.] most wondrous, incredible, 
amazing, most peculiar (38:5) li* Oj IVIj l54-^ 

how can he claim that all the gods are but one God? Indeed, this 
is a most peculiar thing [to claim]! 

LufA ‘’ajab [n./quasi-act. part.] wonder; wondrous, a puzzle; 
puzzling (72:1) U IjlUa so they said, ‘We have 




heard a wondrous recitation. ’ 


'Li^ ‘^ajlb [quasi-act. part.] strange, wondrous, puzzling, 
extraordinary (11:72) li* ‘ci jj^ 

am I to bear [a child] when I am an old woman, and this, my 
husband, is an old man?-what a strange thing this is! 

j/s/S. posteriors, buttocks, (of palm trees) stumps; to hang 
back, to fail to perform, lack of strength, lack of ability, failure, to 
grow old; miracle, to out-perform. Of this root, seven forms occur 
26 times in the Qur’an: ’'ajaza once; "’a’^jaza four times; 

jj^ ‘'ajuz four times; ^a^'jdz twice; mu‘'djizln three 

times; once and mu^izln 11 times. 

‘'ajaza i (also ‘'ajiza a) [v. intrans.] to fail to act, to be 
or become incapable of, to become powerless, impotent or unable 
to carry out something, to weaken (5:31) li* Jw 'ojSi 

J'jiji am I not [even] able to be like this raven and 
cover up my brother’s exposed body? 

"’a^aza [v. IV trans.] 1 to prove incapable of, to outsrip 
someone, to frustrate someone (72:12) ^ J Uji. Uij 

U'jA r>.kj ijTj (_p=jVl and we came to know that we can never 
outstrip God on earth and can never escape beyond His reach 2 
to fall outside the capability of, to out-class someone (35:44) U'j 
Sfj pfjZJI ^ u'4 God is not such that 

anything in the heavens or on earth is beyond Him. 

‘^ajuz [quasi-act. part., fern, of ^ shaykh] very old 
woman (11:72) ^Jlu Ioa'j jjki. U'j illi am I to bear [a child] 
when I am an old woman, and this my husband is an old man? 

•^a‘’jdz [pi. of n. ‘’ajuz] stems, stumps, trunks (of palm 
trees) (69:7) '44 tj'ja so you could 

have seen the people lying dead as if they were hollow palmtree 
trunks. 

r m> lju> mu^’djizTn [pi. of act. part, mu^’djiz of v. Ill] one 
who fights and contests with another in order to prove him less 
capable or incapable altogether, contentious (22:51) ojjl'j 
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tjj IsUld but those who strive to oppose Our messages and act 
contentiously. 

mu‘'jiz [act. part., pi. mu^izm] 1 one who proves 

others to be weak or incapable, one who outdoes someone else 
(9:3) fdll I jiyjj ‘J'j if you turn away, know that 

you cannot outdo God 2 one who is beyond reach (11:33) Uj] Jli 

Juj! U'j iL5 [j] ^ jiuh he said, ‘It is God who will bring it 

upon you, if He wishes, and you are not beyond reach. ’ 

'^/dt to be emaciated, to be lean, to refrain from eating; to 
encounter hardship, to be miserly. Of this root, ‘'ijdf occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

‘^ijaflpl. of quasi-act. part, ^afaf fern. ‘^ajfd^’] 
lean, emaciated (12:43) ^ ^'J aUl Jlij 

the king said, 7 saw [in my dreams] seven fat cows being 
eaten by seven lean ones. ’ 

6/dt "d-l calf; haste, to hasten, speed, rush; wheel, camel litter, 
hawdaj; a palm tree ladder. Of this root, 10 forms occur 47 times 
in the Qur’an: ‘'ajila five times; ‘"ajjala five times; 

'’a'^jala once; ta^^ajjala once; L&jCui.! '^istayala 19 times; 

^isti^'jdl once; ^tc- ‘'djilatun three times; ‘'ajal once; Jjki. 
‘"ajiil once and djl 10 times. 

‘'ajila a I [ V. intrans.] to go in haste, to rush (20:84) cjk4j 
iJj and I hastened to You, my Lord, so that You might 
be well pleased II [v. trans.] 1 to cause to hasten, to make hurry 
up (7:150) did you wish to hasten the judgement of 

your Lord? 2 to hurry away from a task and leave it unfulfilled 
(in an interpretation of 7:150) have you left the 

command of your Lord incomplete? 

‘'ajjala [v. II, trans.] to speed up, to give in advance, to 
hurry up (18:58) He would hasten the chastisement 

for them. 

^ ay ala [v. IV, trans. with prep. i>] 1 to cause to hurry 
away from, to cause to leave somebody/something in haste, to 



urge to make haste (20:83) Uj what caused you to 

hasten away from your people? 2 to cause to come before [others] 
(in an interpretation of 20:83) U'j what made you 

come ahead of your people? 

ta‘'ajjala [v. V, intrans.] to be in haste, to be in a hurry, to 
act ahead of the appointed time (2:203) J.jj Sti Jfiu ]>a 

whoever hastens away [and leaves] after two days is absolutely 
without blame. 

Jaiiui) dsta^ala [v. X] [trans.] 1 to ask someone to hurry up, to 
expedite (29:53) JiJlj 21jjiUVu.nj they challenge you to hasten the 
punishment 2 [no object, with prep, h] to desire the hastening of 
(46:24) 59 U ja Jj no, but it is what you sought to hasten. 

"’isti^dl [v. n.] seeking to hasten, desiring to hasten 
(10:11) yallu l&4j jij if God 

were to hasten for people the harm [they have earned] as they 
wish to hasten the good, their time would already be up. 

‘'djilatun [quasi-act. part./n.] immediate, urgent; life in 
this world, this transitory life (17:18) \jSfc. Ijl 'JS 

jjjj [>1 iUu if anyone desires the fleeting life of this world. We 
speed up whatever We will in it, for whoever We wish’, *(75:20) 
(in opposition to ^al-^'djila (q.v.)) this life, immediate, 
inferior or transitory. 

‘'ajal [v. n.] haste (21:37) Man is 

composed from haste (or, created from clay, or stinking black 
mud, according to the Yemeni dialect of Himyar, as reported by 
^’al-Razi). 

%jul [quasi-intens. act. part.] too hasty, too impatient 
(17:11)7jki. jlS'j man is ever too hasty. 

[n.] calf (7:148) ^ Tiok 54^ a calf in body that had 

a lowing sound. 

?l^lt fruit stones (particularly those of dates), seed, solid; to 
test by biting on; to be dumb; beast; those who cannot speak 
Arabic, obscurity. Of this root, two forms occur four times in the 



Qur’an: ^ayamiyy three times and 0*4^1 "’a’^jamin once. 

'’a'^jamiyy [quasi-act. part., pi. ^a‘'jamm] foreign, 

in a foreign tongue, non-Arab, non-Arabic (41:44) U»"ja alaiA- jfj 
j ejLaa Sfji 1 jllii 114 ^! had We made it a foreign 

Qur’an, they would have said, ‘If only its verses were made clear! 
-what!? Foreign speech and an Arab [audience/messenger]?’ 

‘’-d-d gear; group, number, to count, to number, to reckon, to 
enumerate, an appointed time; plenty of; to be reckoned with; to 
get ready, readiness. Of this root, 13 forms occur 57 times in the 
Qur’an: i ‘adda seven times; ‘addada once; ‘4^! ’’a^adda 16 
times; “u^idda four times; iSu ta^tadd once; i. ‘add twice; 
tjjjtc. ‘Mdln once; ‘adad six times; sV ‘iddatun 11 times; s'i 
‘uddatun once; ma‘dud once; si ma‘dudatun three times 
and cjli ma‘duddtun three times. 

Je ‘adda u [v. trans.] 1 to count (14:34) V cuAu Ijiu "(jjj 
U if you were to count God’s blessings you could never 
number them 2 to consider, to take for, to count among 
(38:62) jl>sSfl (> (k Vlkj ij'jj Sf ui U I jilij and they will say, 
‘How is it that we do not see [certain] men we used to count 
among the wicked?’ 

jjft ‘addada [v. 11. trans.] to enumerate, to cause to increase, to 
compound (104:1-2) ’kilsdj VU ^ he who amasses riches, 
counting/compounding them [all the time]. 

Jfti ‘a^adda [v. IV trans.] to prepare (33:29) p luA’4' if iill [jli 
UJi I'jkf [jklo/or God has prepared for those of you who do good 
a great reward. 

jjju ta‘tadd [imperf. of v. Vlll, trans. d‘tadda] [jur.] (of 
the waiting period divorced women have to observe) to reckon, to 
count/to demand fulfilment (33:49) ‘jSl Ui then 

you have no right to exact of them a waiting period which you 
calculate (or, the accomplishment of which you exact). 

Je ‘add [v. n., used adverbially for intensification] reckoning, 
counting; to the last one (19:94) li iil He has tallied 

them up, and counted them to the last one. 
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‘^addln [pi. of act. part, ‘'ddd\ one who reckons, one 
who counts, one who keeps an account (23:113) ’J 
[jjjUJI jLili they said ‘We stayed a day or a part of a day, but 
ask those who keep count. ’ 

jjft ‘'adad 1 [v. n./n.] counting, enumerating; number (10:5) 
(jjjUl 'SSc. I J jU- rjoa'j and [He] measured phases for it 

[the moon], so that you could know the number of the years (or, 
to learn how to count the years) and reckoning 2 [adverhial] in 
terms of counting *(10:5) lii a great number of years [lit. 
years by counting]', (18:11) so 

We sealed their ears in the cave for a great number of years. 

Stsp dddatun [n.] 1 number (18:22) JJl! Jfj my Lord 
knows best their number 2 a fixed term, a stated period (2:185) 

' jUSjTj that you may complete the prescribed period 3 [jur.] 
the waiting period divorced and widowed women have to observe 
before they can remarry (65:1) I 

when you intend to divorce women, do so at a time when their 
prescribed waiting period can properly start and calculate the 
period carefully. 

Stsc. ^uddatun [coll, n.] equipment; preparation, provision 
(9:46) sjk y I ^ jjlil 1 jirJ "jTj had they desired to go forth, they 

would have made preparations for it. 

jjjjLa ma^^dud [pass, part., fern. sjjiW- ma’^dudatun, fern. pi. 
dibj'iw ma'^duddf] countable, counted, reckoned, specified 
(11:104) J-V Vj fji-yj Uj We only delay it for a specified 
period', *(12:20) f very little money, a paltry sum [lit. 

countable dirhams]', (2:203) * [lit. specific or, 

numbered days] the 10*, 11* and 12* of the month of 
Dhu’l-Hijjatu (the first of which is the Day, or the Feast, of the 
Sacrifice) during which the stoning of the devil and other rituals 
are performed by the pilgrim. 

‘^-d-s a cry used in urging on a mule, to walk with vigour, to 
travel far and wide; lentils. Of this root, only lyLc. ‘^adas, occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 



Ln'je "adas [coll, n.] lentils (2:61) ^ I> 

of its herbs, its cucumbers, its garlic, its lentils and its 
onions. 

J/j/g, ‘'-d-l one side of a eamel litter; to be equal to, justiee, to be 
straight, to be upright, to be temperate, the happy medium, to be 
of impeeeable eharaeter; to ehange one’s mind, value. Of this 
root, two forms oeeur 28 times in the Qur’an: ’'adala 14 times 

and Jii ‘'adl 14 times. 

Jje ‘'adala i I [v. intran.] 1 to aet equitably, to judge justly 
(42:15) iJiV euj-fj and I am commanded to decide justly 
between you 2 to offer as an equivalent, to eompensate (6:70) Ijj j 
y JSc. JS Jaki whatever compensation it might offer, will 
not be accepted from it 3 to deviate, to turn away (27:60) <111 ^ 
tjjli) JJk Jj is there another god beside God?, [no!] but they 
are a people who deviate [from the obvious truth] (or, a people 
who deem [others] as equal [with God]) II [v. trans.] 1 to make 
straight, to put upright, to eause to be well-proportioned (82:7) 
lilili. (^ill the One who created you, shaped you and 
well-proportioned you 2 to eonsider, or set up, as equal to (6:1) ‘^4 
[jjlik I j’jiS [jjill yet those who disbelieve set up equals to their 
Lord! 

Jje ‘^adl [v. n./n.] 1 justiee, fairness, equity (4:58) 'Jf Ijj j 
Jitlh I jkkkj ‘j Lj-ljll and when you judge between people, judge 
with justice; *(16:76) JidU I> one who speaks out for 
goodness [lit. the one enjoining justice] 2 [jur.] uprightness, 
impeeeable eharaeter (65:2) Ji- Lj'jj IjVsl'j call two upright 
witnesses from amongst you 3 the equivalent (5:95) s'jUS 
Ul^ dlli Jsc. jl or the atonement of feeding the needy or the 
equivalent of that in fasting 4 reeompense (2:123) V j 

no compensation will be accepted from it [the erring soul] 5 
[adverbially] in justiee (6:115) Vi j 4£'j ^ cLdj the word of 
your Lord has been accomplished in truth and justice. 

di/Vt ‘^-d-n metal, plaee of permanent residenee, to settle in; group 
of people. Paradise. The last sense is attributed by ^al-Suyutl to a 
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borrowing from Syriac. Of this root, only ‘^adn, occurs 11 
times in the Qur’ an. 

'Jjft ‘'adn [v. n./n.] everlasting, permanent, settling in (40:8) 
(^1 JSc. pUa. [and] admit them to the Garden of 

everlasting abode You have promised them. 

"-d-w/y the two sides of a valley, to cross from one side to 
the other, to run, to pass, to infect, infection, calamity; aggression, 
animosity, enemy, corruption; to boycott. Of this root, 15 forms 
occur 105 times in the Qur’an: 1 j’iu ta^'dii three times; is^^’^add 
once; yata^ddd three times; is'Sx.\ ^i‘'tadd 15 times; ji 
‘'adw twice; ‘^ddl three times; jjitc- ‘'adun three times; cuUjtc. 
‘"adiydt once; mu^'tadi three times; mu‘'tadun six 

times; ‘'aduww 42 times; ^a‘'dd'’ seven times; iJSc. 

‘'addwatun six times; ’'udwdn eight times and Sji 

‘'udawatun twice. 

jiu ta‘'du [imperf. of v. intrans.] 1 to violate the commands, to 
transgress (4:154) cipl I j’ij V do not violate the Sabbath 2 to 
turn away from, to abandon (18:28) 4114^ iki Vj and your eyes 

should not turn away from them. 

‘^add [v. Ill, trans.] to feud with, to treat or take, as an 
enemy, to exchange hostility with (60:7) 'Jfj 
sj'jx God may well bring about affection between 

you and those of them you take to be an enemy. 

jjoM yata’^addd [imperf. of v. V, trans.] to transgress, to 
overstep the limits (4:14) Tjjik ikuj kill odd ’(frj but 

whoever disobeys God and His Messenger and oversteps His 
limits. 

^dtadd [v. VIII, intrans.] 1 to assault, to commit an 
aggression (2:194) U Jw Ij2i.la fri so 

whoever commits aggression against you, attack him as he 
attacked you 2 to violate the commands, to act unlawfully (2:65) 
cj^I Ij'jiil (jjjll JuUIt aalj you know about those of you who 

violated the Sabbath 3 to commit perjury (5:107) 14^1441 fdlL; 
l4j'.s;c.l U'j U«4 j'j 144 jki let them swear by God, ‘Our testimony is 
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more worthy [of being accepted] than theirs and we have not 
[transgressed] perjured ourselves. ’ 

'"adw [v. n./n.] aggressing (10:90) ^ 

I jot j but Pharaoh and his troops pursued them in aggression and 
tyranny. 

jle ‘^adi [act. part. pi. ’'ddun, fem. pi. ‘'ddiydt ] 1 

one who commits an aggression or violation (2:173) J*- 
jtt V j but whoever is forced [to eat such things] by necessity, 
rather than out of desire to transgress or violate the norms 2 
those who charge, attack, raid (100:1) by the 

charging steeds panting [in their speed]', * pUjUI! name of Sura 
100, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 
to "the Chargers’. 

mu'^tadl [act. part., pi. mu‘’tadun] aggressor, 

assailant, violator of the commands (50:25) 
hinderer of the good, aggressor and a dubious/doubting 
character. 

‘’aduww I [n./quasi-act. part., pi. an enemy 

(35:6) indeed, Satan is an enemy to you II [coll, 

n.] 1 the enemy, enemies (18:50) even though they are 

enemies of yours? 2 [adjectivally] in a state of animosity, hostile 
(4:92) jit (."js ‘o^from a people hostile to you. 

SjlJft ‘’addwatun [v. n./n.] animosity, enmity, hostility 
(5:14) » l' . >»Vi' lj s'jlikll J4jS so We stirred up enmity and hatred 
among them. 

‘’udwdn [n./v. n.] 1 aggression, transgression (5:2) Vj 
J'jikJI'j Ijj'jlju and do not help one another on sin and 

aggression 2 blame, sanction, censure (28:28) Sii 

'ij'yc. whichever of the two terms I fulfil, let there be no 
reproach against me. 

Sjjft ‘’udwatun [n.] side of the valley (8:42) J4'j ?j444 ‘4"^ ij 
s'jikJlj remember when you were on the near side [of the 
valley], and they were on the far side. 



i-j/VS, ‘^-dh-b (of water) to be sweet, to be pleasant, to be fresh, to be 
agreeable; to remove or deny sweet water, to torture, to eause 
pain; to be unable to eat because of extreme thirst; to go far; the 
tip of a pointed object. Of this root, six forms occur 373 times in 
the Qur’an: L-ii ‘^adhdhaba 41 times; ‘'adhab 322 times; 

mu^^adhdhib twice; mu^'adhdhibun three times; 

mu‘'adhdhabun three times and ‘'adhb twice. 

Ljjft ‘'adhdhaba [v. II, trans.] 1 to punish (18:86) "J 

"J lljj Ljiu Dhu’l-Qarnayn, either punish [them] or 
adopt towards them [a policy of] good treatment 2 to inflict harm 
upon (48:25) 1421 lilic. ^‘f had they been 
clearly separated, We would have chastised those among them 
who disbelieve with a painful chastisement 3 to oppress (20:47) 
V j (Jjjfjljj i]djl so send the Children of Israel with us 

and do not oppress them. 

Liljft ‘^adhdb [v. n./n.] 1 torment (3:191) jUll so protect 

us from the torment of the Fire 2 punishment (24:8) '4^ b’-4j 

and it shall avert Punishment from her. 

ujiu mu‘'adhdhib [act. part. pi. mu‘'adhdhibun] one who 
chastises, one who takes to task (8:33) nor would 

God punish them. 

CniJalA mu‘'adhdhabm [pass. part. pL, sing, mu‘'adhdhab] 
one who is chastised (26:213) 'au2>41l or you will be 

amongst those punished. 

Lijft ‘^adhb [quasi-act. part.] sweet, fresh (35:12) eulja Lji la* 
this is sweet, palatable. 

j/j/g, ‘^-dh-r courtyard; a refuse dump; faeces; to cleanse; to excuse, 
justification; to forgive; virginity, modesty; hair growing on the 
cheeks; to become difficult; landmark. Of this root, five forms 
occur 12 times in the Qur’an: yadadhirun five times; jik 

‘'udhr twice; ujj^ mu'"adhdhirun once; s'jik- ma’^dhiratun three 
times and jjpt*.- ma’^adhlr once. 

jjjju yadadhir [imperf. of v. VIII intrans.] to apologise, to 
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make excuses, to explain oneself (9:94) I V J5 say, ‘Do not 
make excuses. ’ 

jjft ‘'udhr [v. n./n.] apologising, excusing; apology, excuse 
(18:76) Ijjk cjiL ja you have put up with enough excuse(s) 

from me. 

mu'"adhdhirun [pi. of act. part. mu^^adhdhir ] those 
who give false excuses (9:90) and 

those of the desert Arabs with false excuses came in order to be 
permitted [to stay behind]. 

Sjjiua ma^^dhiratun 1 [v. n./n.] excusing; excuse, apology 
(30:57) ^ ^ 7 on that Day the excuses of the 

unjust ones will be of no avail to them 2 [adverbially] seeking 
pardon, exonerating oneself (7:164) s'ji<4 [we did what we 

have done] in order to exonerate ourselves before your Lord. 

jjjlxa ma‘'ddhlr [pi. of mi‘'dhdr] veils, screens; excuses; 
disputing (75:14-15) JH "jTj ’JcJiy) Jj truly, 

man is a clear witness against himself [in another interpretation: 
there is an observer observing him] despite all the excuses he 
may put forward [also interpreted as: despite the veils he may 
place over his offences or, despite all his disputing respecting his 
offences]. 

v/j/g, "-r-b the Arabs, the Arabic language, to speak out, to express 
one’s own thoughts, to be eloquent; to be affectionate; to correct 
someone; geographical location. Some scholars attribute the sense 
of ‘being affectionate’ to a possible borrowing from Syriac on the 
disputable grounds that this particular sense has no semantic 
connection with the central meaning with which the root, as a 
whole, is associated. Of this root, three forms occur 22 times in 
the Qur’an: Ljk ‘'uruban once; ‘'arabiyy 11 times and iJ'Jc.l 
"a‘'rdb 10 times. 

iJJt ‘^urub [pi. of quasi-fem. act. part, jjt ‘'arub] loving and 
affectionate female (56:37) IjIjj! li’jL loving, of matching age. 

Ifijc- ‘^arabiyy [quasi-act. part.] Arabic, in Arabic (41:3) Uli'ja 
'I'jk a Qur’an in Arabic. 



LiljftI ^a^rdb [coll, n.] desert Arabs (9:120) JaV U 

J'jtVl (> it is not for the people of Medina and those of the 
desert Arabs around them. 

"-r-j to be lame, to walk with a limp; to ascend, flight of steps; 
zigzagging road, to zigzag; to call upon. Of this root, three forms 
occur nine times in the Qur’an: ta'^ruj five times; 

^al-^a‘'raj twice and ma‘'drij twice. 

ta’^ruj [imperf. of v. ‘'araja, intrans.] to ascend (57:4) 
14^ Uj f U«Ul (> J ji Uj and that which descends from the sky 

and that which ascends to it. 

'’aVfl/ [quasi-act. part.] lame (24:61) }fj^ 
nor any blame upon the lame. 

ma’^drij [pi. of n. of place/instrument ma^raf 
ladders, stairs, ascending roads (43:33) 

staircases upon which they ascend; * ^name of Sura 70, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 3 to "the 
Ways of Ascent’. 

O/^/j/t type of truffle; date-palm stalk, dry date-palm stalks. 

Of this root, oJfJ^ ‘’urjiin, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

‘’urjun [n.] date-palm stalk (36:39) Jjl4« iUj-sa 
pjk"jkll£ 'Ac. and the moon, We have set it in phases until it 
goes back to being like a [shrivelled] old date-palm stalk. 

j/ j/^ ‘’-r-r scabies; dirt, dung; shame, to disgrace, to be exposed; to 
be of bad character; to harm; needy, to seek hospitality, to seek 
alms. Of this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: SjW- 
ma’^arratun and al-mudarr. 

5“j*4 ma^’arratun [n.] that which disgraces, disgrace, shame; 
guilt (48:25) Sj*4 and there befell you guilt on their 

account. 

mu^’tarr [act. part, of v.VIII ‘jA.\ d‘’tarra] hospitality 
seeker; alms seeker, beggar (22:36) I and feed 





611 


o^hlt 

the one who does not ask, and the one who begs. 

‘'-r-sh trellis, to erect a trellis, roof, thatching; couch, dais, 
throne; mechanism on the top of a well for drawing water; a 
group of stars. Of this root, four forms occur 33 times in the 
Qur’an: ya’^rishun twice; ‘'arsh 26 times; 

^uriish three times and cjU ma’^rushat twice. 

(j5jiu ya'^rish [imperf. of v. trans.] 1 to build, to thatch, to roof, 
to erect a trellis, to construct (7:137) ^ja'j 

I jjl£ Uj and We destroyed what Pharaoh and his people 
had made and all that they had constructed. 

''arsh [n. pi. "urush] 1 throne (27:38) 
which of you can bring me her throne?', *(81:20) (jSjjJI Lord of 
the Throne, the Sovereign', *(13:2) oSjuJI is'jLi He reigned as 
King (or. He established Himself on the Throne)', *(27:23) 
yi she has a great kingdom 2 dais, couch (12:100) ^'jj 

(jSjiJI and he led his parents to the couch 3 roofs, turrets *(22:45) 
j’jL jic. fallen in upon its turrets, in complete ruin. 

cfuiJjLi ma‘'rushdt [pi. of fern. pass. part. 
ma'^rushatun] trellises (6:141) 'JjKj pUk gardens 

supported upon trellises and gardens without such support 
[standing on their own]. 

‘'-r-d width, to widen, to broaden, the middle; to show, to 
review; to offer; to contrast, to barter, to match up; to reject; to 
occasion, to accost, to happen accidentally; to hint, to insinuate. 
Of this root, 11 forms occur 79 times in the Qur’an: a^'j4 drada 
three times; ‘'urida eight times; ‘'arrada once; 
"’a’^rada 32 times; ‘'ard four times; '’Trad twice; 

mu^ridun 19 times; ‘’arad six; ‘’arid once; 

‘’arid twice and ‘’urdatun once. 

o^jc. ‘’arada i [v. trans.] 1 to offer (33:72) to Uj 

JUaJI'j pI'jkJI We offered the Trust (q.v.) to the heavens, 

the earth and the mountains 2 to present, to exhibit (2:31) p 

then He presented them to the angels 3 to expose, to 






show (18:100) 11 :=Ij1:='j1j and We will expose 
Hell, on that day, to the disbelievers in full view. 

‘^urida [pass, v.] 1 to be put on view, to be exposed 
(69:18) V on that Day you will be 

exposed (or, you will be brought to judgement) and not one of 
your secrets will remain hidden 2 to be presented, to be put on 
view (38:31) il^l ejUilloll ^ jj when, at the close of 
the day, well-bred light-footed horses were paraded before him. 

ijtajc. %rrada [v. 11 intrans., with prep. J to hint at, to insinuate 
(2:235) fl-ull jfka. ^ Julajl Uji Vj no blame will be 

attached to you if you give a hint that you wish to marry [these] 
women. 

iJaJcA ^a^arada [v. IV intrans., with prep. i>] 1 to turn away 
from, to reject (18:57) <[j pUL jki JJJi! [>j who 

could be more misguided than the person who is reminded of his 
Lord’s messages and turns his back on them? 2 to ignore, to 
overlook (66:3) he took [her] to task for 

[lit. pointed out] part of it and ignored the other 3 to let be, leave 
alone (9:95) 1 jlajkil Jlalajl lij when you 

return to them, they will swear to you by God in order to make 
you leave them alone. 

lyajc- ‘’ard I [v. n. of v. ‘’aruda u] width, breadth (57:21) 
fUU 3-^j and a Garden whose breadth is as 

the breadth of the heavens and earth II [v. n. of v. a^'jl ‘’arada i] 
offering, exposing, bringing near (18:100) oijalkll Ijia'jl j 

11:=jl and We will expose Hell, on that day, to the disbelievers in 
full view. 

d^’rad [v. n.] rejection, shunning, alienation (4:128) ijj 
ll:=rjlj jl Ijjlj 14511 > eiiU. sf'jll and if a woman experiences from 
her husband rejection or alienation. 

mu’^ridun [pi. of act. part, mu"rid] those who 

shun, reject or turn away from (6:4) 'oi-:=J<l l^il 1 jjl4 they turn 
their backs on it. 

"arad [n.] 1 something transient *(8:67) Lukl 





ephemeral riches and pleasures of this life [as opposed to that of 
the Hereafter] 2 an errand, gain, benefit (9:42) llja (jlS ‘f 
were it a gain near at hand. 

‘'arid [quasi-act. part.] extensive, far reaching (41:51) jia 
he is full of prolonged prayer. 

lyajlt. ‘'arid [act. part.] approaching on a broad front, a cloud 
traversing the sky (46:24) ^ jl4 i'Jj Ilia when they 

saw it as a traversing cloud approaching their valleys. 

‘urdatun [n.] ready subject, butt; obstacle (2:224) Vj 
nil Ijllj broadly interpreted either as: do not make 
God the butt of your oaths or, do not make God-backed oaths [ not 
to perform a charitable act] an obstacle between you and doing 
good. 

heights, facial features, mane; comb or crest of a bird; to 
recognise, to know, knowledge, to inform; mentor; divinations; to 
confess, confession; social norms, good deeds, charity; fragrance, 
perfumes. Of this root, 10 forms occur 70 times in the Qur’an: 

‘arafa 18 times; yu'^rq/’twice; ‘arrafa twice; Ija'jlju 
ta‘drafu twice; ui'ji-l Ttarafna twice; ‘’m?/ twice; 
ma‘ruf3S times; ma‘rufatun once; J'jlVl ‘al-‘a‘rdf twice 

and ejli'jt ‘arafat once. 

‘arafa i [v. trans.] 1 to know (2:146) jjaju uk njajl 

they know it as well as they know their own children 2 to 
recognise (12:58) ^ I jii-'.5a and they came in to him and he 

recognised them 3 to know as (2:89) ^ I jjaS I ja'jl U Ilia but 
when there came to them something they knew [to be true] they 
rejected it 4 to recognise, to acknowledge, take to task (in a 
variant reading of 66:3) 'if- j he took her to 

task for part of it (or, acknowledged [lit. recognised]) part of it 
and ignored the other. 

tijju yu‘raf [pass, v.] to be recognised (33:59) 'cfjf ‘J lUi 
this is more likely to make them recognisable. 

ut^ ‘arrafa [v. 11 trans.] 1 to make known to someone (47:6) 
He will admit them to the Garden [which] He 





had made known to them 2 to take to task for, to point out an error 
(66:3) he took [her] to task for (or, 

acknowledged/pointed out an error [lit. part of it] ) and ignored 
the other 3 to make fragrant (aeeording to an interpretation of 
verse 47:6) He will admit them to the Garden 

[which] He had made fragrant (or, made familiar) for them. 

utJjLii yata‘'draf [imperf. of v. VI, intrans. with prefix j elided] 
to beeome aequainted with one another, to get to know one 
another, to reeognise one another (49:13) Ijajlkil UjLS 
and We ordered you into nations and tribes, that you might get to 
know one another. 

tijjb) ^idarafa [v. VIII, intrans.] to eonfess, to aeknowledge 
(9:102) I ja'jSLI and others confessed their sins. 

tijft "urfiy. n./ n.] 1 norm, goodness (7:199) ji. 

accept [from people] what comes easy [to them] (or, take to 
forgiveness) and enjoin goodness 2 [adverbially] like the mane of 
a horse, in sueeession, in a eontinuous series; in goodness 
(77:1) Ujk by the [winds] sent forth in succession (or, 

for spreading goodness). 

ma^'ruf I [pass, part./v. n.] 1 reeognised norms, 
established prineiples, fairness (2:228) 

and due to them [the wives] are [rights] similar to that which is 
incumbent upon them, according to what is recognised [to be 
fair] 2 [adjeetival] eharitable, eompassionate, kind (2:263) Jja 
s'j^j Ui a kind word [from a would-be giver] and forgiveness 
[from the would-be receiver of charity] II [ n., with the generie 
definite artiele in opposition to ^al-munkar (q.v.)] 

goodness, virtues, aetions or deeds the goodness of whieh is 
established by the aeeepted norms (3:104) 
jSidl they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong. 

HfjiU ma‘'rufatun [fern. pass, part.] known; reasonable, elear 
(24:53) IV Ja tell them, ‘Swear not; [it is] 

reasonable obedience [that is required]’. 

"’af-’a^'ra/[pi. of n. ‘^urf] heights, uppermost parts 




of e.g. a mountain, sand dune or a wall; advanced knowledge. It is 
variously interpreted as: the top of the wall separating Paradise 
from Hell, a midway area between Hell with its torments and 
Paradise with its blessings, or a body of great knowledge about 
everyone who is tried on the Day of Judgement (7:46) j 

'jS l!'4-j and with men on the heights (or, in that area 

or, with the knowledge of who-is-who), recognising each group 
by their marks', * name of Sura 7, Meccan sura, so-named 

because of the reference in verse 46 to "the Heights’ that will 
separate the damned from the saved on the Day of Judgement. 

cjlljft ^arafdt [n.] the name of a plain and its surrounding area, 
some ten miles outide Mecca, where pilgrims must spend at least 
part of the 9* day of the month of Dhu’l-Hijjati (2:198) liU 
ik. kill I jjSila plajk when you surge down away 
from Arafat, remember God at the sacred place. 

‘’-r-m mound of grain; great inundation, dam built across a 
valley; multitude, strength, violence, evil; tree bark; to strip meat 
off bones; a mole-rat. Of this root, ‘’arim occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

^ ‘’arim [n.] various interpretations are given: the male of a 
certain type of rat; dam; great flood or the name of the valley 
where the dam was (34:16) ^j*ll UL-jli I but they 

turned away, so We let loose on them the flood of the dam 
(reference is made here to the bursting of the Dam of Ma’rib, 
probably in the 2"'^ Century AD, which caused the collapse of the 
Kingdom of Saba^/Sheba). 

j/ ‘’-r-w loop, handle, hold, grip, link, buttonhole and the like; to 
grip, to seize; to befall, to afflict, to come over; to desert, to let 
down; extreme coldness; forlorn camels. A degree of 
overlappping between this root and the root l?/j/^ ""-r-y exists, as 
might be expected of corresponding j and l? radicals. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: '’i^’tard once and 

s'jjk ‘’urwatun twice. 

^i^’tard [v. VIII trans.] to come over, to visit someone 




with something, to overcome with, to afflict, to possess (11:54) "(jj 
f jLu Vj Jjij we say nothing but that some of our 

gods have visited you with evil. 

i'SJe- ’'urwatun [n.] link, handle, bond, loop (31:22) 

\ fjjiJlj I^r .. iVu . i l aaa j* j whoever surrenders his face 
[himself] to God while doing good work, has grasped the firmest 
handhold. 

j/j/t "-f-y remote open expanse of land, treeless area; nakedness, 
to be naked, to become emaciated, to strip off, to strip meat off 
bones; to evacuate. A degree of overlapping between this root and 
root j/ "-r-w exists, as might be expected of corresponding ^ 
and j radicals. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: ta’^rd once and ’'ard'’ twice. 

t 5 jau [imperf. of v. 'c5j4 ‘'ariya, intrans.] to be or become 
naked (20:118) ij'fu Vj 144 ^jkj v! o! it is [granted] for you that 
you will neither go hungry, nor naked in it [the Garden]. 

‘"arch’ [n] wide and open, barren, treeless land (37:145) 
ja'j fl judlj sbiji so We cast him out, ailing and thin, onto a 
barren, open shore. 

i-j/j/g, ‘'-z-b to move far away from inhabited areas, to be distant and 
to live apart from everyone, to be without a spouse, 
bachelorhood, celibacy. Of this root, ya^zibl^^'j^u ya‘'zub 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

LjJkjya‘'zib [imperf. v., trans. with prep. to become distant, 
to slip off, to escape (the mind or the notice of) (10:61) Iffu Uj 
fULlI V j fjj Jlilo "u- 4)u'j not even the weight of a speck 

of dust in earth or heaven is absent from [the knowledge of] your 
Lord. 

‘'-z-r to censure, to apply corporal punishment; to support; to 
be tough; to be bad tempered; to honour. Philologists classify 
under this root, the proper name jjj4 ‘'uzayr, but recognised it as 
being of foreign origin. Of this root, two forms occur four times 
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in the Qur’an: 'jjt ‘'azzara three times and ‘'uzayr once. 

jj® ‘'azzara [v. II, trans.] 1 to assist (48:9) 5 dllj I 

that you may believe in God and His Messenger, and you 
may support Him 2 to honour (7:157) »^ ^ ujjlU 
so those who believe in him, honour and help him. 

jjjft ’'uzayr [proper noun] Ezra (Book of Ezra) (9:30) pllaj 

tj)' the Jews said, ‘Ezra is the son of God’ (Asad quotes 
Muslim sources including ^al-Tahari as attributing the 
worshipping of Ezra to some Jews of Medina). 

‘’-z-z power, might, downpour, to be impregnable, to be hard, 
to be rough (e.g. land); to overcome; to support, to be near to 
one’s heart, to value highly; to be consoled; to cooperate, to be 
rare. Of this root, nine forms occur 120 times in the Qur’an: 
‘’azza once; 'jj4 ‘’azzaza once; j?j tudzz once; dzz once; 
dzzatun 11 times; jjJc- ‘’azTz 99 times; j4i ^a^’azz three times; 
^a'^izzatun twice ^al-'^uzzd once. 

‘‘azza u [v. trans.] to overcome, to prevail over, to get the 
better of (38:23) (_si Jlii and he said, ‘Put her in 

my charge’, and he got the better of me in the argument. 

SJP ‘’azzaza [v. II trans.] to reinforce, to strengthen (36:14) 
tUli hjji»i UoA jjjSa but they rejected both, so We reinforced [them] 
with a third. 

jju tu‘’izz [im^erf. of v. IV 'Jti '’a‘’azza] to exalt, to give power 
to (3:26) iUij "ijx Jjj'j iUiu "ij- ‘jdj You exalt whomever You will and 
abase whomever You will. 

"izz [v. n./n.] support, strength (19:81) 'jjj^ that they 
might be for them a support. 

S j? dzzatun I [v. n.] feeling proud of *(2:206) he 

was too arrogant to accept [lit. his pride led him to persist in his 
sinful ways] II [n.] 1 power, support (4:139) ^ all 

power is truly for God 2 glory, exaltation (26:44) [>jl Uj (jjtji 
[jjllUJI by Pharaoh’s might, we shall be the victors. 

‘’azTz [quasi-act. part./n., pi. ^’adzzatun] 1 mighty. 




powerful (39:37) is God not All-Mighty and 

capable of retribution?’, *(36:38) [an attribute of God] the 
Mighty 2 ruler, governor, chief (12:30) ij'jj Jjj*!' 

the governor’s wife is trying to seduce her slave 3 dear, precious 
(44:49) jjJudI cjji 21 jj taste this [punishment], you precious 
one! 4 honourable, with some status, respected (11:91) hujt ejjl Uj 
jjjju and you [yourself] are of no consquence among us 5 well 
constructed, invincible, impregnable (41:41-2) Sf jjj4 Ljlk) j 
it is, indeed, an impregnable (or, a mighty/powerful) Book 
which falsehood cannot reach 6 [with prep. (^] difficult, 
troublesome, of great concern (9:128) J.jj4 U ^ "jjjt distressing 
to him is your suffering. 

jfti ^a^oTZ [elat.] 1 more/most powerful, mightier/mightiest 
(63:8) >4i the mightier will drive the more 

humble out of it 2 more respected, more esteemed (11:92) 

5 UII ‘fJ\ is my tribe more esteemed in your eyes than God? 

"’al-’^UTza [proper, n.] one of the idols widely worshipped 
in Arabia in pre-Islamic times and considered by the pagan Arabs 
to be, together with Manat and '’alldt, God’s daughters (53:19- 
21 ) Jh\ 'jklll ’^\ 'ck}\ will you 
[disbelievers] consider [the case of] ^allot and ^al-'^uzzd and that 
third one. Manat! ?—Are you to have the male and He the female? 

61 jit "-z-l to remove, to set aside, to isolate, to boycott, to part 
from; unarmed person, loner, weakness. Of this root, four forms 
occur 10 times in the Qur’an: JJt ‘’azala once; '’idazala 
seven times; of ma‘’zulun once and mafil once. 

Jj® ‘'azala i [v. trans.] to separate, to set apart, to keep away 
(33:51) euTjc. rmni and whomsoever you wish of the ones 
you have [previously] set apart. 

Jjjb) Hdazala [v. VIII trans.] to separate oneself from, to stand 
apart from, to abandon, to distance oneself from, to boycott 
(18:16) 'oJdiju U'j jj'j now that you have distanced 

yourself from them and from what they worship’, *( 2 : 222 ) Ijlji-U 
so do not have intercourse with [lit. keep away 
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from] women during menstruation. 

ma‘'zulun [pi. of pass. part. ma‘'zul] segregated, 
shut off, removed, barred (26:212) J4jj indeed 

they are barred from [over] hearing. 

jjiw ma‘'zil [v. n./adv. of place.] separation; a place far 
removed from the rest (11:42) JJW- 'JSj ^jj and Noah 
called to his son, who was [standing] apart. 

‘'-z-m to decide, to urge, to intend, decision, resolution, 
resolute and stalwart. Of this root, two forms occur nine times in 
the Qur’an: ‘'azama four times and ‘'azm five times. 

‘'azama i I [v. intrans.] 1 to become serious, to become 
earnest (47:21) 'jfl\ ffc. lili so when things become serious 2 to 
reach a decision (according to another interpretation of 47:21) lili 
’jli\ fjc. so if the one in command reaches a decision II [v. trans.] 
1 to intend, to decide (2:227) Ij^'j4 ‘cfj but if they 

intend/decide to divorce 2 to solemnise, to conclude, to confirm 
(2:235) s'jai- I V'j but do not confirm the marriage tie. 

‘'azm [v. n./n.] 1 determination, resolution, resolve, 
willpower (20:115) ^ Vi JJj Jja o- UV Vi We 

also commanded Adam before [you], but he forgot and We found 
him lacking in willpower, *(46:35) VjH [lit- the 

messengers of firm resolve] (either those who suffered particular 
hardships with endurance, e.g. Noah, Abraham, Job, Jacob and 
Jesus, or those who brought new legislation and endured 
hardships in trying to propagate them, e.g. Abraham, Moses and 
Jesus. Also said to apply to all the prophets with no exception-in 
spite of the reference to Adam, in (20:115), as lacking in 
willpower-on the ground that God would not select for the task of 
prophethood any but the resolute. See ’al-Razi) 2 seriousness 
*(3:186) fjc. resoluteness of action(s)/undertakings, actions 
and modes of behaviour considered to be the mainstay of the 
teachings, worthy pious undertakings. 


j/j/^ V-w a group of people, to attribute, to ascribe, to trace back. 



to console, to support. Of this root, only Hzm occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

‘^izm [pi. of n. »'_> Hzatun] group, crowd, company 
(70:37) ijjjt JU-uill on the right and on the left in 

crowds. 

jlo^lt ‘^-s-r left-handedness, pecuniary hardship, to be difficult, to 
disagree, to dispute; to be stuck; to be untamed. Of this root, six 
forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: jmUj ta^'dsara once; jtdc. ’^asir 
once; ’'usr five times; ‘'usratun twice; ‘'usrd once; 
and ji-t ‘^asir twice. 

ta’^dsara [v. VI intrans.] to be too difficult for one 
another, to block each other’s way, to make it difficult for each 
other to come to an agreement (65:6) ^ ‘cfj if 

you become too difficult with one another [and you do not come 
to an agreement] then another woman may suckle [the child] for 
him [the father], 

‘^asir [quasi-act. part.] hard, difficult, distressing, trying 
(54:8) "fji liA this is a hard day. 

"yds. '^usr [v. n./n.] hardship, difficulty (94:6) ^ ‘Ji 

with difficulty shall be ease. 

i'Jus ’^usratun [n.] 1 difficulty, hardship, adversity (9:117) ojill 
^ those who followed him in the hour of adversity 
2 financial *(2:280) kyd. jj someone in strained financial 
circumstances, short of money. 

jy^ ‘'usrd [n.] adversity, hardship, wretchedness; stinginess 
(92:10) i yfu . A Wc will smooth his way towards hardship 

(or. We shall make him more easily inclined towards meanness. 
We shall make it much easier for him to be stingy). 

‘'asir [quasi-act. part.] hard, grim, grievous (25:26) 'cffij 
ffic. it will be a grievous day for the disbelievers. 

o^/t/o^/t (quadrilatiral root derived from root ‘'-s-s) 

wolf, hunting dog; to roam by night; to hunt by night; to seek, to 




go after, to stalk; (of day light) to appear, (of night darkness) to 
descend. Of this root, only ‘'as‘'asa, occurs once in the 

Qur’ an. 

‘"as'^asa [v. quadrilateral, intrans.] to clear away, to pull 
away; to descend, to infiltrate, to seep in (81:17) jyHj by 

the night when it gradually descends (or, when it gradually lifts). 

this group of letters constitutes the entire second verse 
of Sura 42 f’al-shurd "Counsel/consultation’), for the significance 
of this and similar letter groups occurring in initial positions in 
certain suras, see: jli alif-ldm-ra. 

honey, to sweeten with honey; to slip off; to deviate. Of 
this root, only ‘'asal, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

J-ift ‘^asal [n.] honey (47:15) j and rivers of 

clarified honey. 

to hope, to hope for, to expect, to anticipate, to look 
forward to, to be apprehensive, to fear. Of this root, only 
^asd, occurs 30 times in the Qur’an. 

‘'asd [verb of anticipation J*i), always in the 

perfect, with following J and imperfect verb in the subjunctive] 1 
hopefully (28:9) "J perhaps he may become of use to us 
2 possibly (2:216) jA j lIuS Ija'jSj ‘J it is possible that 

you may dislike something although it is good for you 3 it may 
come to pass, it may be ordained (66:5) ‘J b! 

[jklo IkrjJ if he [the Prophet] decides to divorce you, it may 
come to pass that He will give him better wives in exchange for 
you. 

j/cp/g, ‘'-sh-r one’s own family, clan, spouse, to live with, to be on 
intimate terms, to mix with, cohabitation; number ten and its 
associates; to be with child (used specifically for female animals), 
to conceive. Of this root, 12 forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: 

^dshiruhunna once; ‘"ashlr once; ‘'ashlratun 

three times; jUc. ‘'ishdr once; ma‘'shar three times; jLSw 




mi^shar once; "ashr seven times; tlul Hthnatd "ashrata 
three times; ithnd ‘'ashara twice; ^ahada ‘'ashara 

once; tis‘'ata ‘'ashar once; ‘'asharatun twice and 

‘'ishrun once. 

‘'dshir [imper. v. Ill trans.] cohabit, consort with, live 
with, deal with them (4:19) live with them in 

accordance with what is fair and kind. 

‘'ashir [n./quasi-act. part.] house-companion, companion, 
wife, husband, relative (22:13) jj4kJI 'o^j and what an evil 
companion this is! 

Vjifk. ‘^ashiratun [n.] kinsfolk, clan (26:214) jijf'j 

and warn your nearest kinsfolk. 

jUift Hshdr [pi. of quasi-act. part. ‘'ushard'’] a ten month 
pregnant camel *(81:4) Ci'Wr. jUJI lij'j when people become too 
distracted to carry out the most urgent tasks [literally interpreted 
as either: when pregnant she-camels in their tenth month are 
abandoned (out of a twelve month term, and so valuable and in 
need of constant attention) or, when clouds heavily laden with 
life-giving rain are ignored]. 

ma’^shar [n.] company, community, kinsfolk (6:130) 
company of jinn and mankind! 

jUiiw mdshdr [n., usually used with a negative sentence] [not 
even] one tenth, a very small amount (34:45) U jUuw I jii Uj 
and they have not attained even one tenth of what We gave to 
them [their predecessors]. 

j4ic. ^ashr [card, no., grammatically conditioned variant of 
‘'ashratun] ten (6:160) ^ > 14 - I> whoever 

does a good deed, shall be repaid ten times the like of it. 

dthnd ‘'ashara [comp, no., fern. USI '’ithnata 

^ashrata] twelve (9:36) lul 5 UII 'ajt sV Oj the number 

of months with God is twelve months. 

jki ^ahada ‘'ashara [comp, no.] eleven (12:4) 

US’jS in [a dream] I saw eleven stars. 
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yiA Ajuuu tis‘'ata ‘'ashar [comp, no.] nineteen (74:30) 
over it are nineteen. 

Hshrun [card, no.] twenty (8:65) bj if 

there are of you twenty. 

‘^-sh-w/y bad eyesight, inability to see at night, to be 
dim-sighted, to feel around aimlessly, to veer away from; evening, 
darkness, to make a distant light at night, to give a night meal. Of 
this root, four forms occur 14 times in the Qur’an: ya^shu 

once; Hshd'’ twice; ‘'ashiyy 10 times (in one reading ^4^ 
‘'ushiyy once) and ‘'ashiyyatun once. 

>4iu ya^shu [imperf. of v. "ashd intrans., with prep. i>] to 
fail to see, to be blinded to (43:36) I>j and 

whoever is blind to the remembrance of the Lord of Mercy. 

fUip Hshd'’ [n., used adverbially] the first part of the night 
marked by the disappearing of the twilight, evening (12:16) IjiVj 
bjkl iUt JJkd and they came to their father after nightfall 
weeping', *(24:58) the night prayer. 

‘'ashiyy [n.] evening (38:18) o'lPV'j b441lj to sing 
the praises at evening and sunrise. 

^ushiyy [dimin. of ‘'ushd, pi. of quasi-act. part. 
‘'ashd'’] blind, dim-sighted (in a reading of 12:16) 44^ IjiVj 
oj^ cmd they came to their father [almost] blinded with tears. 

‘'ashiyyatun [n.] an evening (79:46) ‘J Vj 
they had not tarried but an evening or the mid-morning following 
it. 

'r‘lo^lt tendons, bands, to wrap up; to stick to; gang, 

partisanship; to be prejudiced, prejudice, to be a fanatic; to gang 
up; creeper. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: ‘'usbatun four times and ‘^aslb once. 

Aj4ac. ‘^usbatun [n.] 1 group, company of people (24:11) ojiSI bj 
jdv I jiU. those who came with the flagrant lie are a 

group from among you 2 state of togetherness (12:14) Ludi dk! b4 
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<4laL y^j j if a wolf were to eat him when there are so many of us 
together. 

Ln^ ‘^aslb [quasi-act. part.] difficult, trying, grim, critical 
(11:77) 7 a -■ ^7 . li* this is a truly grim day! 

jlo^lt time, age, era, period, the afternoon; to be a 

contemporary; to be of age; to squeeze, to wring; hurricane, 
whirlwind, cyclone, rain clouds. Of this root, four forms occur 
five times in the Qur’an: '’afir twice; ‘'asr once; 

once and mufirdt once. 

^a^'sir [imperf of v. ‘'asara, trans.] to press, to juice 
(12:36) ji-^i (^rj ^f‘lI saw myself pressing grapes. 

""asr [n.] 1 age, time; afternoon; afternoon prayer (103:1- 
2) III j 7 swear by the declining day [also 

interpreted as: by the passage of time, by the afternoon prayer or, 
by the time of the Prophet] that humankind are truly lost, * 
name of Sura 103, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verse 1 to "the Declining Days’ or "the Passage of 
Time’. 

jluabj Hfdr [n.] hurricane, whirlwind (2:266) ^ 
jh then a fiery whirlwind struck it. 

'’al-mufirdt [pi. of n./act. part. mu"’sir] either: 
wringers, strong wind that is said to wring rain out of clouds, or 
rain-bearing clouds (78:14) 4-14^ iU Ui'jji'j and We 

send down from the rain-bearing clouds (or, by rain-causing 
winds) cascading water. 

^/o^/t chaff, straw, dried herbage, ears of com; to ripen; 
storm, to storm, to blow away, (of wind) to blow. Of this root, 
four forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: "afi three 

times; twice; "dfifatun once and "dfifdt 

once. 

uLac. "afil [coll n.] dry leaves, dry blades (55:12) fi 
and grain in dry blades II [v. n. used adverbially] storming 
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(77:2) lil^ and winds violendy storming. 

‘^asif [quasi-act. part.] stormy (10:22) 
there comes upon them a stormy wind. 

'^ipa\£. ‘'asifatun [fern, quasi-act. part., pi. c:jli.^lc. ‘'asifdt] 
stormy, stormy [wind]; storm (21:81) [jUjildj and for 

Solomon [We] [harnessed] the stormy wind. 

?lo^lt neckband, dog collar; wrist; protection, bonds, to 

protect, impregnability; adherence to friendships. Of this root, 
five forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: yafim three times; 

'■''..-I'ir-I '’i‘'tasama five times; ' 7 .. -.Vu . i ^ista‘'sama once; ‘'dsim 
three times and dsam once. 

yafim [imperf. of v. ‘'asama, trans.] to protect, to 
make impregnable, to put out of reach (33:17) 't> I> 

fdll who can put you out of God’s reach? 

^idasama [v. Vlll intrans.] to take refuge, to adhere to, 
to hold fast (3:103) hold fast to God’s 

Revelation/command [lit. rope] as one body. 

’’istafama [v. X intrans.] to anchor oneself to, to 
muster self restraint (12:32) [jc. kij'jfj jaij and I tried to 

seduce him but he showed restraint. 

‘’asim I [act. part.] protector, defender (40:33) 5 dll ]> U 
j^lc. with no protector for you from God! II [v. n./act. 
part./pass. part.] (commentators ascribe to ‘’dsim in the 

following verse the function of v. n. <2,^ Hsmatun, act. part, or 
pass. part. ^ mafum) (11:43) fdll fii I> 'fjfi '^14 7 there is no 
protection [also: protecter or, one protected] today from the 
command of God. 

dsam [pi. of n. ‘’ismatun] bonds, ties: [jur.] marriage 
ties (60:10) I V'j and do not hold on to marriage 

ties with disbelieving women. 

j/o^/t stick, crook, rod, sceptre, to hit with a stick, to lean on 

a stick; to gather a group of people together. Because a degree of 
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overlapping exists between this root and the root Ls/cK>/t 
philologists elassify them together under a single heading. Of this 
root, two forms oeeur 12 times in the Qur’an: ‘^asa 10 times 

and ‘^isiyy twiee. 

‘'asa [n., pi. ‘'isiyy] stiek, staff, erook (20:18) Jli 
&jj! ‘It is my staff, ’ he said, 7 lean on it. ’ 

‘^~?~y to disobey, to mutiny, to refuse, to defy, to be 
rebellious (also see: ‘’-.y-w). Of this root, four forms oeeur 

32 times in the Qur’an: ‘'asd 27 times; ‘'asiyy twiee; 

‘'isydn onee and <i^^I^ma'^siyatun twiee. 

‘'asd i [v. trans.] to disobey (6:15) Jlj "tjj UiU.! 

Ljlii 7 fear, if I disobey my Lord, the punishment of a 
dreadful Day. 

‘'asiyy [intens. aet. part.] rebellious, one who is given to 
disobeying (19:44) 'cff bj indeed, Satan is 

rebellious against the Lord of Mercy. 

dsydn [v. n./n.] disobeying; disobedienee, mutiny (49:7) 
jakll i'jkj and He has made hateful to you 
disbelief, transgression and disobedience. 

mafiyatun [v. n.] disobeying (58:9) Tj^lou 5ti 

do not confer with a view to sinful doings, 
aggression or disobeying the Messenger. 

"-d-d upper arm; power; assistanee, support, cooperation and 
door stop. Of this root, only ‘^adud occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

‘^adud [n.] upper arm *(28:35) ^Lliac. aiio. We shall 
strengthen you [lit. your upper arm] through your brother, 
*(18:51) eijjS Uj and I would not take those who 

lead others astray as supporters. 

fjalfjaff ‘'-d-d to hold with the teeth, to bite, to bite into; food, 
fodder; to adhere to. Of this root, only “adda occurs twice in 
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the Qur’an. 

‘'adda a [v. trans. with prep, ^j^-] to bite, to bite on 
*(25:27) Day the unjust will become 

very remorseful [lit. bite on his own hand]', *(3:119) \ 

Jiill J^oUVl they bite [their] fingertips in rage at you. 

muscle, to be muscular; to prevent, to compel; problem, 
puzzle, puzzling, acute. Of this root, only ta‘'duluhunna 

occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

ta‘'dul/ta‘'dil [imperf. v. trans.] to prevent, to hinder 
(2:232) 5li do not prevent them from 

remarrying their husbands. 

"-4-h 

ddln (see ‘'-d-w). 

j/o^/t magic, sorcery; lying, falsehood, gossip; limb, to 

separate limb from limb, to dismember, part; to distribute. 
‘'idatun, which is derived from this root, is also classified by some 
philologists under the root ‘'-d-h which denotes several 

types of great trees, (by camels) to defoliate such trees, to cut 
down such trees, to cut down. Of this root, only ‘^idln occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

ddln [pi. of Hdatun, or (according to those who 
derive this word from the root ’^-d-h) pi. of <4^ 

Hdahatun] fragments, differing types; lies; poetry; magic spell, 
sorcery (15:91) 'ji=4- those who cut the Qur’an 

into separate parts [describing some as lies, some as poetry, 
some as mythology and some as magic]. 

‘’-/-/side of the body, coats, robes; creeper plants; to fold, to 
bend, to lean on, to incline towards; to show kindness; to beseech, 
to implore. Of this root, only ‘’/tf occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tiiac. ‘^itf [n.] side of the body *(22:9) acting 

arrogantly [lit. twisting his body, turning away]. 



J/L/g^ to be without jewellery, to be without ornaments, to be 
featureless, to be without arms, to be idle, to be without work, to 
be without a leader, to be unattached, to make someone idle, to 
cause to be dysfunctional. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: cjlLk ^uttilat and mu’^attalatun. 

jiaft ‘'uttila [pass. v. 11] to be rendered dysfunctional, to be 
ignored (81:4) cjILL jLSJI lij'j when people become too distracted 
to carry out the most urgent tasks [literally interpreted as either: 
when pregnant she-camels in their tenth month are abandoned 
(out of a twelve month term, and so valuable and in need of 
constant attention) or, when clouds heavily laden with life-giving 
rain are ignored]. 

kliaiut mu’"attalatun [pass, part.] abandoned, deserted, ruined, 
caused to be dysfunctional (22:45) Jfj j’jL 

jlaSj and now it has fallen in upon its turrets, and [how 
many] a deserted well, and [how many[ a lofty palace. 

j/L/g^ ‘^-t-w to give, to offer, to donate, gift; to handle, to deal with; 
to search for; to dare; to practise or engage in a certain type of 
work. Of this root, four forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: 

"’add five times; I '’u^'tu twice; Jidju ta^'dtd once and iLLt 
‘'a/d'’ five times. 

,jasi\ ^afd i [v. IV trans.] 1 to give, to grant (108:1) U 

Ji'jSlI We have given abundance to you [Prophet] (or, given you 
the river ^al-kawthar (see ^al-kawthar) 2 [with no following 
object] to give alms, to donate to appropriate causes (92:5) I> 
as for the one who gives and is mindful of God. 

'’ufiya [pass. v. IV] to be given (9:58) I ^ Ijlif bji 
if they are given of it, they are content. 

ta^'ata [v. VI trans./intrans.] to commit; to take hold of; to 
give one another something; to dare, to become bold, to rush 
(54:29) jtoi but they called upon their 

companion and he grabbed [a sword/the she-camel] and hacked 
[at the camel] (or, and he rushed and hacked [at the she-camel]). 
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f.\l^ ‘^ata^’ [n./v. n.] gift, favour, bounty, donation (17:20) U'j 
Ijjiik- 21u'j iUaii your Lord’s bounty is not restricted. 

^1^1^ bones, a bone, to bone; to be or become powerful, great, 
grand, immense, to venerate, to measure up to; proud, arrogant. 
Of this root, six forms occur 108 times in the Qur’an: 
yu‘’a^im twice; yu‘’^im once; ‘’a^Jm 87 times; pi&i 
^a‘’^ani three times; ‘’a^m twice and ‘’i^am 13 times. 

yu‘’a^^im [imperf. of v. 11 trans.] 1 to venerate, to respect, 
to observe (22:32) I>j whoever honours God’s rites 

2 to be in awe of, to consider too great to attempt (22:30) ‘P^ I>j 

pUjk whosoever stands in awe of the inviolable ordinances 
and prohibitions of God. 

yufim [imperf. of v. IV JJiti '’afama, trans.] to make 
great, to magnify (65:5) \'jp ^ and greatly increases for him 
the reward. 

‘’afim [quasi-act. part.] 1 great (3:179) for 

you there shall be a great reward 2 severe (2:114) "f41j 

Mi and for them in the Hereafter there is a severe 
punishment 3 important, notable, respectable (43:31) 

Mi Cl distinguished man, from either of the two towns [Mecca 
and ^al-Ta^if]. 

pil ^afam [elat.] greater/greatest (73:20) \’jp and 

greater in reward. 

"pat- ‘’a^m [coll, n., pi. ‘’i^dm] bone (75:3) y? [j'iV* Mi)! 
^uUic. does man think that We will not put his bones back 
together?-, *(19:4) 'o*j I have become too old [lit. the 

bones in my body weakened]. 

j/^/^ ‘’-f-r dust, to dust, to rub in the dust; genie, mighty; hair, 
mane. Some scholars attribute eiujM ‘’ifrit to a borrowing from 
Persian, but philologists classify it under this root. Of this root, 
only eijjjM ‘’ifrit occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Oijip ‘’ifrit [n.] a member of the jinn, a genie, a powerful 
member of the jinn (so called because, as it is said, he knocks 



down his adversaries and rolls them in the dust) (27:39) Jla 
a powerful genie from amongst the jinn said. 

‘'-/-/the small amount of milk which remains in the udder of 
a female animal after feeding her young, to suckle such an 
amount of milk, meagre quantity; austerity, modesty, chastity, to 
refrain from committing unlawful or shameful acts. Of this root, 
two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: ^ mu.) ya^to//three 
times and ta‘'affuf once. 

I yasta‘'fif[imperf. of v. X intrans.] to check oneself from 
succumhing to the temptation of committing desirable hut 
otherwise sinful acts, to check oneself against temptation, to 
guard one’s chastity (24:33) V oull t let those 

who are unable to marry, keep chaste. 

(-iiu ta^'affuf [v. n./n.] self-restraint from worldly pleasures 
(2:273) t ^4/^ the undiscerning might think 

them rich because of their self-restraint [from showing how needy 
they are]. 

‘'-f-w wasteland, dust, to grow wildly, (of camels) to grow 
thick hair; to forgo, to let go, to relieve, to forgive; to achieve 
without toil; to he in good health, to multiply in number; to seek 
one’s livelihood. Of this root, five forms occur 35 times in the 
Qur’an: la4 ‘^afd 26 times; ‘'ufiya once; jat ‘'afw twice; jat 
‘'afuww five times and 0414 ‘'a/u once. 

Uft %/d u [v. intrans. with prep. t>] 1 to forgive, to absolve, to 
pardon (42:25) pliUl o4 and He pardons bad deeds 2 to 
forgo, to waive (2:237) ‘3 1^ then [give them] 

half of what you had previously fixed, unless they forgo [their 
rights] 3 to increase, to multiply in number (7:95) ^^1 9^4 ‘4 

Tjac. iddzJ and then We changed [for them[ hardship into 
prosperity until they multiplied. 

'u^ ‘'ufiya [pass, v.] to be forgiven, to be exempted from 
(2:178) but whoever is absolved of some [of 

the penalty] by his [aggrieved] brother. 
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jic' ‘'afw [v. n./n.] surplus, spare (2:219) Ja 'Ci^ 
and they ask you what they should give: say, [‘Give of] the 
spare 

‘^afuww [intens. act. part./n.] one who is disposed to 
forgiving others (58:2) jjac- “j£d ‘Jfj but God is pardoning and 
forgiving. 

‘'dfln [pi. of act. part. ‘'dfl] one who forgives (3:134) 
[jjaUlI j and those who pardon [the offences of] people. 

v/j/g, ‘'-q-b heels, to arrive at the heel of, to follow, to pursue, to 
investigate; eagle; to turn back; to repair; result; to avenge 
oneself; to punish; to interlace; obstacle; to detain. Of this root, 
14 forms occur 80 times in the Qur’an: yu’^aqqib twice; s-iatt 

‘'dqaba four times; ‘'uqiba twice; ‘’a‘'qaba once; 

‘'uqb once; 44=- ‘'aqib once; ‘^aqibayh three times; 
^a‘'qdb four times; s-iU?. ‘'iqab 20 times; <fc. ‘'aqabatun twice; 
‘'uqbd six times; ‘'dqibatun 32 times; 44*4 mu^'aqqib once and 
mu^^aqqibdt once. 

ljS«j yu^'aqqib [imperf. of v. 11 intrans.] to turn on one’s heels, 
to return (28:31) 44 »j l/j he turned and ran away and 

would not return. 

lJI* ‘^aqaba [v. Ill trans.] 1 to punish, to take reprisals, to 
retaliate (16:126) ^ )4iSjc- U I j4l»i Jujali. if you have to take 
reprisals, do so in proportion to the injury you have been 
subjected to 2 to have one’s turn, to gain war booty (in an 
interpretation of verse 60:11) jUSll ‘ffj 

Ijsiil 14 Jix. ) 44 rj"J cu>A 2 (jj jJl Ijjla if any of you have wives who leave 
you for the disbelievers, should the community subsequently 
acquire [booty] from them, give those whose wives have gone [to 
the disbelievers] the like of what they had spent. 

IJiji ‘^uqiba [pass. v. Ill] to be punished, to be subjected to 
reprisals, to be retaliated against (22:60) 5 U Lijk U Jiu Lilt ‘(ffj so 
who retaliates in equal measure to the injury he had been 
subjected to. 

lAI ^a‘'qaba [v. IV doubly trans.] to cause to happen to 
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someone as a consequence or a result, to reward someone with, to 
pay back (9:77) so as a consequence He made 

hypocrisy settle in their hearts. 

LiSft ’^uqb [v. n.] outcome, result (18:44) Uak U'y j* He 
is the best [to give a] reward and the best [to determine an] 
outcome. 

L^c. ‘'aqib [n., dual ‘"aqibaym, pi. '’a‘'qdb] heel, 

posterity, descendants (43:28) zJs. and he made 

it a word enduring among his descendants', *(2:143) 44aii 

he turns on his heels, retreats, goes back on his word', *(6:71) j'jj'j 
Ijjli! Jkc. and we are returned upon our heels, retracing our steps 
[into disbelief]. 

LjUc dqdb [v. n./n.] retribution, punishment (40:22) ^kij 

uliJI He is indeed full of strength, severe in punishment. 

‘'aqabatun [n.] obstacle, difficult uphill track, steep 
mountain track (90:11) !ia will he not brave the steep 

path (or, difficult task) ? 

‘'uqbd [v. n./n.] 1 ultimate result, outcome, sequel (13:22) 
41aljl for those there will be the outcome of the final 
abode [Paradise] 2 reward (13:35) 4 Uj 

jUll this is the reward that awaits those who are mindful of God; 
the disbelievers ’ reward is the Fire. 

^aqibatun [v. n./n.] 1 the end, consequence, the outcome 
(47:10) I> jjill ^14 'cffi ^44 how was the end for those before 
them 2 reward (7:128) j and the [good] reward belongs 

to those who are mindful of Him. 

LiSiui mu'^aqqib [act. part.] one whose job it is to reject or allow 
a decision made by another (13:41) 7 j God 

decides—no one can sanction or alter His decision. 

cjljSxia mu’^aqqibdt [pi. of fern. act. part, a^ mu’^aqqibatun] 
attendants perpetually acting in succession one after the other 
(13:11) aJII ‘of. A^ fill ‘of. cFfijL *1 for him are 

attendants [angels ranged], before him and behind him, watching 
over him by God’s command. 




‘'-q-d knot, tangle, to tie, to complicate, to make difficult; to 
put together; to contract; to thicken, to coagulate; oath, alliance, 
pact; necklace; sand dune. Of this root, five forms occur seven 
times in the Qur’an: ji. ‘^aqada once; 'jac. ‘^aqqada once; jjSL 
‘'uqud once; s'jak ‘^uqdatun three times and "SiL ‘^uqad once. 

jSft %qada i [v. trans.] to tie a knot, to solemnise, to reach an 
agreement (4:33) Jiijjli and those [with] 

whom your right hands have made a pledge (variant reading eij'jatc. 

with whom your right hands have exchanged pledges), so 
give to them their share. 

jSft %qqada [v. II trans.] to solemnise an agreement or an oath, 
to conclude a solemn agreement or oath (5:89) Lu 

but He will take you to task with regard to what you 
solemnise by oaths. 

jjift ‘'uqud [pi. of n. ‘^aqd] agreements, contracts, pacts 
(5:1) PjSid'j ' you who believe, honour your 

agreements. 

S'jSc. ^uqdatun [n., pi. iaL ‘"uqad] 1 knot, stoppage (20:27) 

■(> Soak and untie a knot in my tongue', *(113:4) oakll pijUjll 
witches, sorceresses [lit. female blowers on knots] 2 agreement, 
contract, tie (2:235) soak V'j and do not confirm the 
marriage tie. 

j/j/t the main part of one’s dwelling, real estate, landed 

property, residence; furniture; to slay by stabbing, to wound, to be 
savaged by an animal; to be barren, to be sterile; to be alcoholic; 
medicine. Of this root, two forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: 
jac. dqara five times and jatk ‘'dqir three times. 

jSe ^aqara i [v. trans.] to hamstring, to kill by stabbing (7:77) 
I jjaii and then they hamstrung the she-camel. 

jilk ^dqir [quasi-act. part.] barren, unable to bear a child (3:40) 
"Jlk ^ j and my wife is barren. 

"-d-l lie, to tie up, stoppage, halter; brain, rational person, to 
judge as rational; to ransom, blood money; head of a group; fine 




woman; taking refuge. Of this root, two forms occur 49 times in 
the Qur’an: Jac- ‘'aqala once and aJ?*jya'^qilun 48 times. 

JSe ‘'aqala i [v. trans.] 1 to understand, to comprehend (2:75) p 
i^ U iij ‘of. and then pervert it, [even] after they have 

understood it 2 to have the intrinsic ability to comprehend, to be 
sagacious, to reason (8:22) (jjJ^ V '^ 15011 it ‘jO, 

the worst of beasts in the sight of God are the deaf and dumb, 
who do not reason. 

(*/j/£ dryness, to be sterile, (of the womb or woman) to be 

barren; devastating, destructive; gibberish, futile and archaic. Of 
this root, ‘'aqlm occurs four times in the Qur’ an. 

^aqlm [quasi-act. part.] 1 barren, sterile (51:29) ^ jjk4 a 
barren old woman! 2 non-productive, destructive (51:41) oLj! 
^jll We sent the devastating wind against them. 

^-k-/ to be curled or twisted, to cling to, to be constant, to 
devote oneself to, to apply oneself singlemindedly to; to isolate, 
to bar, to turn away from. Of this root, three forms occur nine 
times in the Qur’an: ya^'kufun once; ^14 ‘'dk//'seven times 

and ^ ma‘'kuf once. 

<-isju yfl‘’kM/[imperf. v. intrans.] to devote oneself to, to cleave 
to (7:138) 541 fj^ a people devoted to the worship 

of idols of theirs. 

tislfi. ‘^akif [act. part.] 1 one who devotes himself to something 
(20:91) y we will never give up our devotion to it 2 

one who is in seclusion [in a mosque], one who is in retreat 
(2:187) j while you are in retreat in mosques. 

ma‘'kuf [pass, part.] one who is barred, prevented, 
restrained (48:25) ^ ‘j Ujkk- and the sacrificial 

offering detained from reaching its place of sacrifice. 

‘'-l-q clinging, to adhere, to be suspended, to hang; to be 
attached, creeper, blood clot; morsel of food; treasure. Of this 
root, three forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: jit ‘'alaq once; 



^ ‘'alaqatun five times and mu’"allaqatun once. 

jie ‘'alaq [mass, n.] clinging clotted mass (96:2) [> 

He created man from a clinging clotted mass', * ji*!! name of 
Sura 96, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
2 to the creation of Humans from a "Clinging Mass’. 

Ailft ^alaqatun [unit n.] a lump of clinging clotted mass 
(23:14) ^ 4ikill Uik then We fashioned the seminal fluid into a 
clinging clotted mass. 

mu^’allaqatun [pass, part.] suspended (4:129) U 
leaving her, as it were, suspended. 

?/^/t mountain, landmark, mark, flag; a notch, slit, harelip; to 

mark; to know, to learn, to be acquainted, to inform, knowledge, 
learning, cognition and a learned person; the world, the universe. 
It has been suggested by some scholars that the word 
‘’dlamln, meaning the world or the universe, which philologists 
derive from this root, is a very early borrowing from either 
Hebrew or Syriac. Of this root, 17 forms occur 854 times in the 
Qur’an: ‘’alima 381 times; yudam once; J4c- ‘’allama 39 

times; jik ‘’ullima twice; ’^^yata‘’allam twice; jJtc- ‘’dlim 13 times; 

‘’alimun five times; iUX ‘'ulamd^ twice; madum 11 
times; madumdt twice; mu‘’allam once; "’a"’lam 49 

times; ‘’allm 166 times; ‘^Um 104 times; "addm twice; 
oidlc. ‘’alamln 73 times and ‘’aldmdt once. 

^ ‘’alima a [v. trans.] 1 to know (6:50) jil V j nor do I 
know the Unseen 2 to learn, to become acquainted with (in one 
interpretation of 24:41) 4kju.nj JJc. ja jk every [creature] has 
learned their own prayer and glorification [also: [of] each 
[creature] He knows its prayer and glorification] 3 to have a 
particular skill (3:167) VbS jij "jl if we knew how to fight 

(or, there would be a fight) we would have followed you 4 to 
identify, to recognise (47:30) iui "jTj if We 

pleased We could point them out to you [Prophet], and then you 
could identify them by their marks 5 to come to believe, to learn 
from experience (24:33) so make a contract 




with them accordingly, if you come to know they have good in 
them 6 to discover, to come to realise (20:71) 

and you shall discover which of us has the sterner 
punishment and the more lasting 7 to be aware of (4:43) V 
tjjljSj U I fjiu j'42. ‘ftdj do not attempt the prayer while 

you are intoxicated before you have come to be aware of what 
you are saying 8 [with prep. J and associated with God] to 
establish, to make it known, to demonstrate, to establish (18:12) 
rial 141 ciujidl ‘if fXtjl iJklmj then We woke them that We 
might establish which of the two parties was better able to 
calculate the period they had remained [in the cave] 9 (attributed 
to God in particular) to take to task, to punish, to reward (24:63) 
liljl God may take to task [lit. is well 

aware of\ those of you who steal away surreptitiously. 

yudam [pass, imperf. v.] to become known, to become 
apparent (24:31) 'ckJ^ dj and they 

should not stamp their feet so that the adornment that they hide 
may become known. 

'fkt ‘'allama [v. II trans.] 1 to teach (4:113) JJkj [jb U 2LItj 
and He taught you that which you used not to know 2 to train 
(5:4) U'j and such predatory creatures as you 

train to hunt 3 to make known, to make something available for 
learning (55:2) 'J'^jill o-4.‘jll it is the Lord of Mercy who made 
known the Qur’an. 

^ "ullima [pass. v. II] to be taught (6:91) Sf j Juj! I f U 

and you were taught that which neither you nor your 
forefathers had known. 

fdii yata^’allam [imperf. of v. V trans.] to learn (2:102) 

U they learned what harmed them. 

fkc- ‘’dlim [act. part., pi. ‘’dlimun] 1 one who knows 

*(13:9) s'jl^ill j [an attribute of God] the Knower of the 

unseen and the visible 2 one who is aware (21:51) l^ur^ oalj 
5 U USj J)a Taij long ago We bestowed right judgement on 
Abraham and We were well aware of him [his qualities] 3 one 
knowledgeable in, one skilled at (12:44) 'afe414j aSlkVl JjjL U'j 



637 


?l^lt 

and we are not skilled at dream-interpretation 4 the wise, the one 
capable of learning (29:43) Vj 

such are the comparisons that We draw for people, though only 
the wise can grasp them. 

fUlc. ‘^ulamd^ [pi. of ‘'dlim] the learned (35:28) Uuj 

iUolkJI it is the learned of His servants who stand in awe of 

God. 

madum [pass. part. pi. ejUjlk- madumdt] 1 marked, 
assigned, known (37:164) ^ Vj U'j there is not a single 

one of us but has a known rank 2 appointed (38:80-1) (> 41jli Jla 
^pa'jll so He said, ‘You are of those given 

respite until the Day of the time appointed’ 3 prescribed (2:197) 
eijUjlkx the pilgrimage [takes place during] prescribed 

months 4 exact, specific (70:24-5) ij^ 

of their possessions there is a specific share for the beggar and 
the deprived. 

^ mu’^allam [pass. part, of v. II] one who is taught, tutored 
(44:14) Ijlla'j saying, ‘He is tutored! He is mad!’ 

‘’adam [elat.] 1 more, most knowledgeable (2:140) 

(.i are you more knowledgeable or God? 2 more, most knowing 
(3:36) Uj Jil kUfj but God knew best what she had given 

birth to. 

^ ^alim [intens. act. part.] 1 all-knowing (2:247) iill j 

God is magnanimous, all-knowing', *(3:35) [an attribute of 
God] the All-Knowing 2 learned one (7:109) J4c- li* ‘ci this is 
indeed a learned sorcerer 3 skilled, able, prudent (12:55) <^4*4.1 
kuto. o^}i\ (jSljk. put me in charge of the nation’s 
storehouses: I am a prudent custodian. 

^ ‘’Urn [v. n./n.] 1 knowledge (3:66) '(>4 U4 

but why do you argue about things of which you have no 
knowledge? 2 learning (28:14) 14kj 14Sk We gave him 
judgement and learning 3 information, knowing, awareness 
(35:11) Vj 2:4 =j V j <^1 ]> l!44 Uj no female conceives or gives 
birth but with His knowing. 




'’alam [pi. of n. ^ ‘"alarn] mountains, flags (42:32) I>j 
jp41' among His signs are the [ships] sailing 

in the sea, colossal as mountains (or, like [fluttering] flags). 

^dlamln [pi. of n. ‘^dlam\ 1 worlds, the universe, 
entire ereation, all (1:2) ofedUll Lj'j ^ Praise belongs to God, 

Lord of All 2 humankind (29:10) jfL^ J U '^L '^J\ 

doesn’t God know best what is in the heart’s of humankind? 3 
everyone, everybody (15:70) oidUll Ijlli they said, 

‘Have not we forbidden you from [interfering between us and] all 
others?’ 

cAjIAc- ‘’aldmdt [fern. pi. of n. ‘’aldmatun] signs, landmarks 
(16:16) cikkALj and by [the aid of] landmarks and 

by the stars they find their way. 

to deelare, to bring into the open, to announee, to reveal, 
deelaration. Of this root, two forms oeeur 16 times in the Qur’an: 
'ijc.] ^alana 12 times and kfhkc. ‘’aldniyatun four times. 

(Ijiel ’’adana [v. IV trans.] to proelaim, to reveal, to bring into 
the open (16:19) '4j and God knows what 

you conceal and what you reveal. 

Aajy* ‘’aldniyatun [v. n. used adverbially] publiely, openly, for 
all to see (2:274) ^5lc.j Cififii those who give 

from their wealth by night and by day, secretly and openly. 

"-l-wly the overlap between root j/J/^ ‘’-/-w (basieally 
assoeiated with the eoneept ‘to rise’) and root ‘'-l-y 

(basieally assoeiated with the sense ‘to mount up’) is so great that 
in some eases it is not possible, or even desirable to draw a line of 
demareation between them. The semantie seatter of these roots 
ineludes; height, exaltation, loftiness, honour, grandeur, to rise, to 
aseend, to tower, to mount, to overeome, to be arrogant, to be 
proud, pride, notables, tops and extras. The word ofi^ Hlliyun is 
regarded by some seholars as a borrowing from either Hebrew or 
Ethiopie. Of these two roots, 14 forms oeeur 70 times in the 
Qur’an: ’^ald six times; ta’^dld 22 times; ‘’istadd 
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once; ‘'all five times; ‘aim twice; ‘aliyatun twice; 

‘uld twice; ^ ‘ulyd once; jli^ ‘uluww four times; ^ ‘aliyy 
11 times; <^1 ‘a‘ld nine times; Jjti ‘a‘lawn twice; muta‘dl 
once and ‘illiyyun twice. 

‘ala u I [v. intrans.] 1 to rise, to become exalted, to gain 
control (28:4) o^}i\ 6^’3 hi Pharaoh has exalted himself 

in the land 2 [with prep. (^] to overcome, to overpower (23:91) 
^ '%dj and some of them would have tried to 

overcome others 3 [with prep, to be proud, to be arrogant 
(27:31) oiXi jjij Ij£<j v! do not be too arrogant towards me 

and come to be in submission II [v. trans.] to conquer, to overrun, 
to overcome (17:7) Ijojjj \‘jc- U and destroy utterly what 

they had overrun. 

(jiliu ta‘dld [v. VI intrans.] I [in the perf, used inter)ectionally 
in referring to God] 1 to rise, to be sublime, to become exalted 
(20:114) jkll iilUl exalted be God, the True King', *(16:1) 

(Jtjuj [a formulaic phrase which usually follows the mention 
of God in association, particularly, with unworthy attributes] 
Glorified and Exalted is He 2 [with prep. i>] to rise far above, to 
be exalted above (16:3) 'cifijdi exalted is He above 

whatever they associate [with Him] II [always in the imper.] 
come (3:167) 3 'Iji'ju come, fight in God’s cause. 

dsta‘ld [v. X intrans.] to gain supremacy, to prevail 
(20:64) whoever prevails today is sure to 

prosper. 

‘'dll I [act. part.] to be covering, to be clothing, to be all 
over (76:21) LfiL 54^14 upon them will be 

garments [lit. coverings] of green silk and brocade II [quasi-act. 
part., fern. ^14 ‘dliyatun, masc. pi. oJlt ‘dim] 1 lofty, sublime 
(69:22) 3^14 in a lofty Garden 2 dominant, in control 

(10:83) ^ JtjJ fijo-'J hfjfor Pharaoh was dominant in the 

land 3 great, of special merit (38:75) oJUll 't> xxS are 

you being proud or are you of special merit? 4 despotic, haughty, 
arrogant (23:46) 'o4tc- I4"ja Ijjlkj but they responded with 

arrogance; they were a haughty people III [n.] uppermost part. 
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top *(11:82) '4^'^ 'ji=4- We turned it upside down. 

'’add [elat., pi. "adawn, fern. IX "ulyd, pi. ‘'uld] 1 
higher/highest (20:4) (JiJl prjXlI j Xju a revelation 

from Him who created the earth and the high heavens 2 
more/most exalted, more/most sublime (16:60) jcSl\ JXI fdlj and 
for God is the most sublime image', *(37:8) the Supreme 

Assembly (said to be either the angels or the notables among 
them); * name of Sura 87, Meeean sura, so-named beeause 
of the referenee in verse 1 to the attribute of God, "Most High’’ 3 
most dominant, supreme (9:40) IXl 5 dll and the word of 
God is Supreme 4 more/most vietorious, more/most prevailing, 
having the upper hand (in one interpretation of 3:139) Sfj 

‘ijj JjLVl JujI j do not lose heart or despair, if you 

are true believers, [particularly] since you have the upper hand 
(or, since you are the better force, striving for God’s cause). 

^ "uluww I [v. n. used adverbially] 1 highly so, far above 
(17:43) Ijii Glorified is He, and High 

Exalted far above what they say! 2 arrogantly (27:14) 

j they denied them [the revelations], even 
though their souls acknowledged them as true, out of wickedness 
and arrogance II [n.] supremaey, eminenee, grandeur, superiority 
(28:83) lilX dj J fjL 'ofufi V jfJ X that 

abode of the Hereafter-We grant to those who do not seek to 
exalt [themselves] on earth nor [spread] corruption. 

^ ‘'aliyy [quasi-intens. aet. part.] 1 most exalted, pre-eminent 
(19:57) X UIX iUkajj and We raised him to an exalted position', 
* "^1 (40:12) [an attribute of God] the Most Exalted 2 
predominant (19:50) X ^41 '-X-j and we granted them a 

prevailing word of truth [also interpreted as: We granted them an 
exalted reputation). 

JliX) ’al-muta‘'dl [aet. part, of v. VI] [an attribute of God] 
(13:9) jXll the Exalted, the Most Sublime, the High. 

‘'illiyyun [pi. of quasi-aet. part. "ilUyy) reeords, book 
(also said to mean, among other things: highly exalted ranks, the 
fourth heaven, the seventh heaven and the point of maximum 




progress (see SjAui sidrat '’al-muntaha)), (83:18-21) 

jjjjjiall a.'i^ laj C)J^ 211 jjI Uoj (j;uJc. 4 -“^ no 

indeed!, the record of the truly good is in ‘"illiyyln; and how will 
you come to understand what ‘"illiyyln is?, a clearly written book 
witnessed by those brought near. 

‘'-l-y only the preposition ‘'ala and the quasi-imper. ‘ala 
jJ)}\ lW as it is termed hy the grammarians, are classified 
under this root alone, ‘ala conveys the sense of on, above, upon, 
on top of, over and various other context-hound senses as 
illustrated below, ‘ala occurs some 1439 times in the Qur’an. 

‘ala I [prep.] contextualised occurrences of ‘ala ((^) in 
the Qur’an are associated with various concepts including 1 on, 
upon, above, aboard, either: a) physical place, as in (40:80) 

cillall and on them and on [board] ships you are borne', 
*(22:11) jc. ii" I> 0^141 't>j among people there is the 
one who serves God sitting on the fence [lit. upon the very edge] 
or, b) abstract such as rank or degree, as in (2:253) Utiaa 

We favoured some of them above [the] others 2 by, at the 
side of (20:10) jUll Vl "J or I may find guidance by the 
fireside 3 responsibility (11:6) liijj fdll the responsibility for 
its livelihood is on God 4 [followed by "J] in return for, on 
condition that (28:27) "J Jc. quU 2kljf "J 

I wish to marry you to one of these two daughters of 
mine, on condition that you hire yourself to me for eight years 5 
against (28:28) ^ 44^ whichever of the two 

terms I fulfil, let there be no censure of me 6 despite, in spite of 
(13:6) a"141 jil 2£'j ‘Jfj your Lord is rich in 

forgiveness for people, despite their wrongdoing 7 for, on account 
of (2:185) U kill I jjjSjTj and to glorify Him for having 
guided you 8 out of (76:8) Ijj^-'Ij I 'ij5* i « < 1 ^l »hl l 

and they give food, out of love for Him (or, in spite of their loving 
to eat it themselves) to the poor, the orphan and to [the freed] 
captive 9 at a point in time (28:15) 141*^ I> op- at a 
moment when its people were inattentive 10 with, towards (23:5- 
6) VI 'oj^'4. "f>4 biillj those who guard their 

chastity except with their spouses 11 from, off (83:2) Ijllil |j| 




^Ull those who, when [in buying and] taking the measure 
from people, demand it in full 12 about, concerning (7:105) Jj5f V 
Vj <111 (_ylt that I do not say anything concerning God but the 
truth 13 in accordance with (6:135) Jic. IjLl^l ^‘jaU my 

people, act in accordance with your ability/situation 14 in 
conformity with, in adherence to (24:64) W^'SiHe knows 

what you adhere to (or. He knows what state you are in) II 
[quasi-imper. v. (j-l lW j^l)] be responsible for, keep to (5:105) 
be responsible (or, you are responsible) for your own 

souls. 

■“/(*/£ pillar, support, to support, to stab in the part called aj-c 

tjlaJi ‘the pillar of the stomach’; chief, master, to depend upon; to 
intend; to approach, to undertake; to afflict with illness, to be 
severely ill. Some scholars attribute the word ‘'imad to an 
early borrowing from Aramaic. Of this root, four forms occur 
seven times in the Qur’an: '2<4 j ta’^ammada once; -ut ‘'amad three 
times; ‘'imad once and "ioki muta’^ammid twice. 

iuu ta‘'ammada [v. VI trans.] to act purposefully, to act 
intentionally (33:5) "^jla U [you will be blamed] only 
for what your hearts deliberately intend. 

Aac. ‘'amad [coll, n.] columns, pillars, poles, supports; lofty 
structures (13:2) jjij ^'j He raised up the 

heavens without [any] pillars you can see (or, without [any] 
pillars, as you can see). 

jUft ‘'imad [n./coll. n.] pole, pillar, colonnade, support; lofty 
structure, building supported on a colonnade (89:7) pUJI pli 
'7>am, [the city] with pillarsAofty structures [also said to mean: with 
tent-poles, enabling the dwellers to travel in search of pasture). 

xoM muta’^ammid [act. part, of v. V.] one who acts with full 
intention (5:95) ^ 0-j and whoever of you kills it 

intentionally. 

->/?/t ‘^-fn-r age, life, life-span, to live long, to grow old; to cultivate, 
to inhabit, to populate; a haunted house; to intend; to worship; 




headgear; a subgroup of a tribe. Of this root, 12 forms occur 27 
times in the Qur’an: ‘'amara four times; nu’^ammir twice; 

’J^yu‘'ammar three times; ^i^'tamara once; 'JmU, ^ista‘'mara 
once; ma'^mur once; jhww mu'^ammar once; la'^amruka 
once; ‘'umur seven times; ‘'umratun twice; s'jUc. 

Hmaratun once and cIJ^ Hmrdn three times. 

‘'amara u [v. trans.] 1 to populate, to cultivate, to make 
habitable (30:9) t* ^ they dug up the 

land and populated it more than they [the ones before them] had 
done 2 to maintain; to frequent (9:18) fdlLi 5 dll 

jiVl the ones who frequent (or, tend) God’s places of 

worship are those who believe in God and the Last Day. 

nu'^ammir [imperf. of v. 11 trans.] (of God) to grant 
longevity to, to cause to live beyond the normal old age (36:68) 
ifhJ ’■CSjj ‘fLj he whom We allow to live into old age We 
reverse him in [the process of his] creation [from strength to 
weakness ]. 

yu^’ammar [imperf. of pass v. 11] to be caused/enabled to 
live for a very long time, to be granted longevity (2:96) ‘f 

’Jjuu any of them would wish to be granted longevity for a 
thousand years. 

’’dtamara [v. Vlll intrans.] [jur.] to perform ‘’umra (q.v.), 
to visit the holy mosque in Mecca (2:158) 'Jdc.\ j ^ ]>a so 
for those who make major or minor pilgrimage to the House. 

^ista‘’amara [v. X trans.] to cause to settle, to cause to 
inhabit, to cause to populate (11:61) j* 

it is He who brought you into being from the earth and made you 
inhabit it. 

ma‘’mur [pass, part.] frequented; well-kept (52:4) Pj4Ij 
by the much-visited House. 

"Jmla mu^mmar [pass. part, of v. 11] one who is granted 
longevity, one living beyong the normal old age (35:11) I> U'j 
Vj ifL ‘of. Vj no one living long is granted 
longevity nor is aught diminished from his [another’s] life-span, 




but it is in a Record. 


S’JmI la’^amruka [interjection, consisting of ^'i), for 

emphasis, J + v. n. ‘'amr, longevity, + 2“‘* pers. sing. masc. 
pronom. suffix 21] by your life, upon your life, assuredly (15:72) 
<>1 "(4jj 21(piJ by your life, they wander on in their 

delirium. 

^umur [v. n.; n.] 1 lifespan (26:18) 21 lui 

and you spent among us years of your life', *(22:5) >o*ll Ji'J the 
most abject stage of life, the worst of life’s stages, very old age, 
infirmity 2 time, the passage of time (28:45) >421 JjXfafor 
whom time dragged on 3 [adverbially] for a long time (10:16) 

5 d)a l'j2L cIu\for I have lived a long time among you before 
it [came to me]. 

SjUft ’^umratun [n.] [jur.] a ritual visit, at any time of the year, 
to the holy places in Mecca; also referred to as the Minor 
Pilgrimage (q.v.) (2:196) ^ perform the major 

and minor pilgrimages for God. 

SjUft dmdratun [v. n./n.] maintaining, tending; maintenance; 
building (9:19) ... (.fjlvll ,i>“ .. r . nl l s'jUtj ^1221 do you 

consider giving water to pilgrims and tending the Sacred 
Mosque... ? 

CfS^ dmrdn [proper name] Amran (Biblical Amram, Exo. 
VI. 18-20) the Qur’an (3:34-63) speaks of God’s choosing the 
House of Amran, together with Adam and the House of Abraham, 
and raising them above all others as a prelude to its account of the 
story of how one descendant of the house of Amran, the Virgin 
Mary, was chosen over all other women and purified and made fit 
for the task of bearing Jesus by direct command from the 
Archangel Gabriel (3:35) ... cjlli jj [remember] when a 

woman of [the household of] ‘'imrdn said ...; * 'cj'J^ Ji name of 
Sura 3, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
33 to dhe Family ofdmrdn’. 

<3/?/t depth, distant road, deep, to deepen; to contemplate. Of 

this root, only (jx<k %miq occurs once in the Qur’ an. 



‘"armq [quasi-act. part.] deep, deeply, stretehing (22:27) 
^ jk (jjjh t/iey will be emerging from every deep mountain 

pass. 

^/?/t ‘^-fn-l work, action, activity, labour, achievement, profession, 
to serve, to employ, maker, doer; respresentative, governor. Of 
this root, six forms occur 360 times in the Qur’an: ’'amila 275 

times; 6^ ‘'amal 30 times; JUil "’a'^mdl 41 times; cUt ’'dmil four 
times; ‘'dmilatun once and ‘^dmilun nine times. 

‘'amila a [v. trans.] 1 to do (18:88) lidU-a Zlj as 

for him who believes and does right 2 to act (17:84) 

everyone does things in his own way [lit. everyone does 
things in accordance with that which is familiar to him]', 
*(11:121) ^Jc. do whatever you will [lit. act according 
to your ability/station] [you will be taken to task for it] 3 to make 
(34:11) cjUjU J [saying to him,] ‘Make full-length coats of 
mail. ’ 

^amal [v. n./n. pi. "’a’^mdl (v. n. and n. are partieularly 
interrelated here)] 1 conduct, behaviour (11:7) 
to test you [ about] which of you is best in conduct', *(11:46) 
pJti-a ’Jjp he is [an embodiment[ of improper conduct 2 
work/working, endeavour/endeavouring (3:195) 

Jjj\ jl jSi ‘ijx. I will not suffer the work of any one of you, male 
or female, to go unrewarded 3 deed/doing (28:55) ui 

‘^yjsf\for us are our deeds and for you are yours. 

‘'dmil [act. part.; n. pi. (jjUlc- ‘'dmilun] 1 one who acts 
(6:135) d«'4 jc. I jLLI my people, act accordining to 

your ability/station-I [also] am acting [in accordance with mine] 
2 one who toils, one who labours (88:3) toiling, weary 

(or, constant)', *(9:60) 'u4,«'41l those whose job it is to 

administer charity funds 3 those wishing to aehieve, those 
wishing to win God’s pleasure (37:61) j^Afor the 

like of this let the strivers [for the pleasure of God] strive 4 any 
one, an individual (3:195) ‘j jki ‘of. dAc. V I 

shall not suffer the work of any one of you, be it a man or a 
woman, to be lost. 
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?hlt "-fn-m turban; encompassing, general, common; to be strong, 
to become chief; the common people; uncle, paternal aunt. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: ^ ‘’amm once; 
^a‘'mam once and ‘'ammat three times. 

^ ‘'amm [n. pi. ^a‘'mam] paternal uncle (33:50) pli'j 
and the daughters of your paternal uncle. 

cjCaft ^ammdt [pi. of n. ^ ’^ammatun] paternal aunt (4:23) 

... forbidden to you [as wives] are 

your mothers, daughters, sisters, paternal aunts ... 

—*/(*/£ ‘'-fn-h perplexity, confusion, to be perplexed, to be puzzled. 
Of this root, only ya’^mahun occurs seven times in the 

Qur’ an. 

ya'^mahun [imperf of intrans. v. ^ ‘'amiha] 1 to 
wander about blindly, to be confused (15:72) 
they wander on in their delirium 2 to flounder (6:110) 

'ojf^ j^j "fJ ^ just as they did 

not believe in it the first time. We will make their hearts and their 
eyes waver, and leave them to flounder in their obstinacy. 

<4hit. blindness, uncharted lands, thick black rain clouds, to 

become blind; to become obscure, to become misguided, to be 
ignorant, to be enigmatic. Of this root, eight forms occur 33 times 
in the Qur’an: ‘'amiya six times; <^1 ^a^'md (1) once; 

‘'ummiya once; ‘'amd twice; ‘'amun twice; ^a'^md (2) 
13 times; ‘'umy seven times and IfLi- ‘'umydn once. 

‘'amiya a [v. intrans.] 1 to become blind (5:71) Ij^l 
and so became blind and deaf 2 to become obscure, to fail to find 
the way (28:66) ituVl all answers will become 

obscure for them on that Day. 

^a‘'md (1) [v. IV trans.] to cause to be blind (47:23) 

and He blinded their sight. 

‘^ummiya [pass. v. II] to be made obscure, to be hidden 
(11:28) ]> and He has given me mercy 



from Him, but it has been hidden from you. 

%md [n./v. n.] blindness, obscurity, a mystery, 
misguidedness (41:44) 'Ji> j and it is obscurity for them. 

‘"arniin [pi. of ‘'ami] blind in the heart, misguided 
(7:64) 14"ja IjjlS )4jj they were a misguided people! 

cr^i a‘ma (2) [n., pi. ‘umy and ‘umyan] 1 blind 
(80:2) because the blind man came to him 2 

misguided, blind to the truth (17:72) ^ '(jS. 

and whosoever has been in this [life] blind, will be 
in the Hereafter blind, and even further from the path. 

Cfi. ‘an [prep, occurring some 464 times in the Qur’an] 
Contextualised occurrences of ‘an in the Qur’anic text are 
associated with various concepts which include 1 departure from 
a point, off, from, either: a) physical, as in (7:27) ^ jj) 

U4jj4 stripping their garments off them to show them their 
shameful parts or b) abstract, as in (50:22) UiiSa 

ILjk We have removed your veil from you, so your sight is 
sharp this day 2 away from (40:37) JjjUI iff j2a'j and was turned 
away from the path 3 instead of, in the place of (40:47) cfei 
jUll 14 i-aj lj4 (jjji4 so will you be surrogates for us [in taking] a 
share of the Fire? 4 superiority, in preference to (38:31) 

J[j jkp JjiJI Lak. 7 have preferred the love of good things to the 
remembrance of (or, away from) my Lord [also interpreted as: 7 
loved good things as a result of my remembering my Lord] 5 
because of, on the strength of (11:53) ^ITja ‘cff Uj 

and we will not forsake our gods [merely] on the strength of your 
word 6 about, concerning (15:51) tell them 

[too] about Abraham’s guests 7 one after the other, further 
(84:19) ‘iff you will progress from one stage to the 

next 8 against (47:38) 54 aaj ‘cff 24^ tojli ‘cffj whoever is stingy is 

so only against himself 9 from (42:25) ‘cff iSfi jAj He 

it is who accepts repentance from His servants 10 after (23:40) 
(jjapU ‘o "-^uA]\ l!# after a little while they will be full of regret 11 
above (17:43) IjjjS tffc. (jjlja) Glorified is He, and 

Exalted far above what they say! 12 redundant for emphasis (in 
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^lolt 

an interpretation of 24:63) ? and let those 
who do go against his command beware. 

^lolt ‘'-n-b grapes, vine, wine. Of this root, two forms occur 11 
times in the Qur’an: dnab twice and "’a’^nab nine times. 

Luft dnab [coll, n.] grapes, vines (17:91) ^ (jjSj ‘j 

tjjf-j or [until ] you have a garden of date palms and vines. 

LUb) '’a'^nab [pi. of '^fi^'^inabatun and 4^ ‘'inab] several 
grapes; types of grape, vines (16:67) j q-j 

liuk lajjj Ijia. 40,0 and from the fruits of date palms and grape 
vines you take intoxicants and wholesome provisions. 

‘'-n-t a mountain which is difficult to climb, hardship, to 
cause hardship; corruption, sinning; to be overbearing, to be 
fastidious, to be finicky. Of this root, three forms occur five times 
in the Qur’an: ^ ‘'anittum three times; ^a‘'natakum once 
and Club ‘'anat once. 

‘'anita a [v. intrans.] to encounter great hardship 
(9:128) ‘fuc. U 4jlb jjjb distressing to him is your suffering. 

cdc-i ^a^'nata [v. IV trans.] to cause to encounter great hardship 
(2:220) iU "jTj had God so willed, He could have made 

you suffer greatly. 

‘'anat [v. n./n.] extreme hardship, sinning (4:25) 411j 

‘^Sax. ejjkll this [licence] is for those of you who fear [that they 
might otherwise fall into] the burden [of sinning]. 

^/Ci/t ‘^-n-d side, location, being at a point in time or place; to 
deviate, to oppose stubbornly, obstinacy, to be headstrong. Of this 
root, two forms occur 199 times in the Qur’an: sfc. ‘'anid four 
times and 'Xic. dnda 195 times. 

‘^amd [quasi-act. part.] stubborn, stubbornly hostile, 
tyrannical (74:16) Ikyb GuUV kij he has been stubbornly hostile 
to Our revelation. 

‘'inda occurs in the Qur’an only as an adverb of place (and 
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j/0/£ 

not of time, as it does elsewhere in the language) and is always in 
construct either with a noun or with a pronom. suffix, as in 

(4:78) <111 JS JS I jlj£ AjL. bj j but when harm 

befalls them, they say, ‘This is from you [Prophet]’; say, [to 
them], ‘Both are from God. ’ ‘’inda basically denotes the meaning 
of place, location or region, both physical and abstract, of a 
person or a thing with contextualised variations in the Qur’anic 
text which include the following: 1 at, in (8:35) 4441 
their prayer at the House 2 near, near by, close by (53:14) 4jc- 
(_y4jj41l fjV near the lote-tree of ultimate point of access', end point 
[beyond which no one can pass] 3 with (2:80) r-4=- 
have you [in fact] concluded a pact with God? 4 in the sight of, in 
the estimation of (8:22) fdll Ljl jill the worst of beasts in 

the sight of God 5 before (32:12) hanging 

their heads low before their Lord 6 under the care of (17:23) I4j 
jI Uiikl iTojc. ‘cjSu if one or both of them reach old age 
under your care 1 in the presence of (49:3) 'oy^, oj 

5011 Jjlo'j Ojt those who subdue their voices in the presence of the 
Messenger of God 8 possession (27:40) the 

one who had knowledge of the Book 9 from (2:79) 5 dll Stc. Oa 
this is from God 10 [preceded by prep. I>] from the bounty of, out 
of the free will of (28:27) Ol^t r_>4c. eOOof [jli but if you 
complete ten [years], it will be a gift out of your own free will. 

ii/o/t neck, to twist the neck, notables; to hug, to wrestle, to 
struggle; legendary bird (the phoenix). Of this root, two forms 
occur nine times in the Qur’an: ‘’unuq twice and jlii ‘’a^’ndq 

seven times. 

<3je unuq'’ [n. pi. jli! '’a‘’ndq] 1 neck (38:33) ojlOLi jiLa 
and he started stroking [their] legs and necks [in another 
interpretation: started to smite them, necks and legs, with the 
sword]', *(17:13) ’kJkL iOw'jll (jU.uj and every human—We 

have made him completely responsible for his own deeds (or, tied 
him to his own destiny) [lit. bound his bird to his neck] 2 leader, 
chief (in an interpretation of verse 26:4) "jjjj Lsj "(jj 

cjUia if We wish. We can send down upon them 
from heaven a sign, so that their notables (or, necks) would 
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remain bowed before it. 

v/‘^/o/£, ‘'-n-k-b spider, worms that infest honeyeombs, to be 
twisted almost into the shape of a ram’s horns. Of this root, 
only eij "’al-’^ankabut oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

‘^ankabut [n.] spider (29:41) pjjkiJI bjj 

but the frailest of all houses is the house of the spider, * eujjSjkll 
name of Sura 29, Meeean sura, so-named beeause of the referenee 
in verse 41 to the home of "the Spider’. 

j/o/t ^-n-w to be humble, to be subservient, to yield, to show 
humility, to submit, to humble oneself; to take by foree, foree, to 
take as prisoner of war, to be imprisoned; to show interest; to take 
something; to mean, meaning; title. Of this root, only ^‘’ana{t) 
oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

Uft ‘’and u [v. intrans.] to beeome servile, to beeome humble, 
to be lowly; to beeome submissive, to bow (20:111)»jk’jll 
^ Jsil faces will become humble (or, downcast) before the 

Living, Eternal One. 

‘-h-d eovenant, agreement, promise; purity; safe eonduet; to 
enjoin; to frequent; agreed time; known plaee; to inspeet, to look 
for. Of this root, three forms oeeur 46 times in the Qur’an: 
‘ahida six times; ‘ahada 11 times and "44 ‘ahd 29 times. 

‘ahida a [v. trans., with prep. <^j] 1 to eharge, order, 
eommand (2:125) \'Ji^ ‘j (Jj 644j We 

commanded Abraham and Ishmael, ‘Purify My House ’ 2 to make 
a eovenant (7:134) 44 14 2£'j 61 ^"4 6 Moses, pray to 

your Lord for us by virtue of the covenant He has made with you. 

ja14 ‘ahada [v. Ill trans.] 1 to make a eovenant with (9:1) ojill 
'qS j441 "^0*14 those of the polytheists with whom you have 

made a treaty 2 to promise, to pledge (33:23) l!14.j 'ay-ydl (> 

414 <111 ljiAl4 U among the believers are those [lit. people) who 
were true to that which they pledged with God. 

"44 ‘ahd [n.] 1 eovenant, paet (2:100) 44 Lfj 144 1 j-414 6>Kj! 



how is it that whenever they make a covenant (or, a pledge), 
some of them will renege on it? 2 a time of a past occasion or 
experience (20:86) -4*^1 JU=ii has it been too long for you? 
[since your receiving God’s assistance? or, since I [Moses] have 
been among you?] [also interpreted as: did the time of the 
Covenant seem too long for you?]. 

"-h-n wool dyed in several colours, broken branches still 
attached to the tree, to relax. Of this root, only '’al-‘’ihn 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

“"ihu [mass, n.] multi-coloured wool (70:9) "oj^j 

and the mountains become like tufts of multi-coloured wool. 

S/VS. ivory, to be crooked, to be curved/twisted around, to 

bend up, to twist, to lean to; to divert. Of this root, only ^ ‘’iwaj 
occurs nine times in the Qur’an. 

jjf. dwaj [v. n./n.] 1 crookedness (18:1) Jdj Jy! 

who sent down the Book to His servant and made it 
free of crookedness 2 jutting up, peak (20:107) V j 14 ^ V 

with no peak or trough in it for you to see 3 deviation, straying 
away (20:108) ^ ^'j?- V '^'ji on that Day, they will 
follow the summoner, from whom there will be no escape (or, who 
makes no exception in calling to all) 4 distortion (39:28) 94 ja 

Jic. an Arabic Qur’an, free from any distortion. 

^h/t ^-w-d stick, pole, branch of a tree; to go back, to rescind, to 
accrue, to be accustomed, habits, to repeat, to be experienced; 
appointed time or place, anniversary, feast day; to change to, to 
change; to visit. Of this root, seven forms occur 63 times in the 
Qur’an: 'Ac. ‘’ada 18 times; iuu yuld 16 times; '’u‘’ida twice; 
qjAA ‘’a^’idun once; "AA ma’^ad once; Ac. ‘'ad 24 times and V "Td 
once. 

jle “ada u [v. intrans.] 1 to return (7:89) Ui [jj if we 

were to return to your religion 2 to turn into, to become, to go 
back to a previous state (36:39) ojk’jklK 'Ac. ji,. iUjaa jlillj 
and the moon. We have set it in phases until it goes back to 




being like a [shrivelled] old date-palm stalk. 

’^yu‘'Td [imperf. of v. IV "’a'^ada trans.] 1 to bring back, 
to restore (17:51) Uiai then they will say, ‘Who will 

bring us back?’ 2 to return, to send back (20:55) 

■^iuu out of it We created you, into it We will return you 3 to 
repeat, to reproduce (85:13) iuuj tsM j* He it is who initiates 
(or, originates) and repeats (or, brings back)', *(34:49) U'j ilk 
kk Uj JkUll isdd the Truth has come, falsehood is dumbfounded, 
vanquished, powerless [lit. unable to initiate or repeat]. 

kc.| ^u‘’Td [pass, of v. IV] to be brought back (22:22) l^k 1 
they will be returned into it. 

klk ‘’a^’id [act. part.] one who returns, one who repeats (44:15) 
[jjklk Jkj] 51^ JkJI Ijjkl^ Uj We are holding the torment back for a 
while-you are sure to return [to us] (or, to repeat your misdeeds). 

ilka ma^’ad [n. of place or time.] appointed place or time 
(28:85) jlko ^j USsljl He will surely be returning you to an 
appointed time/place. 

jlk ‘’ad [n.] an ancient Arab tribe descended from Shem, a son 
of Noah and ancestor of the Semites (Gen. X.21), and described 
as being of giant stature *(7:74) jlk A) I> jkik. ij Ij'jkirj and 
remember when He made you successors after ‘ad. 

The people of ‘^ad were a great tribe that dwelled in ^al-^ahqaf 
(q.v.) a vast hilly desert region said to have extended between 
Oman and Hadramawt in Arabia. Their main city ^iram (q.v.) was 
described in the Qur’an (89:7-8), as the city of lofty pillars, the 
like of which has never been created in the land. When their 
brother, the prophet Hud, warned them against their worshipping 
of idols (said to have been the Goddess ^allat, q.v.) they called 
him a liar. They were punished for denying God and their mighty 
city was destroyed by a terrible wailing wind (69:6) that levelled 
everything to the ground and left the inhabitants strewn around 
like felled palm trees. 

‘Id [n.] festive day, feast day, festival (5:114) U^ Jjji lu'j 
u>rj uTjtj IV skU our Lord, send down to us a 



table from heaven so that it may become a recurring festival for 
those of us who are present and future generations. 

j/j/g, "-w-dh refuge, protection, curtain, hideout, to seek refuge, to 
invoke the protection of; amulet, charm, incantation, tight circle. 
Of this root, four forms occur 17 times in the Qur’an: ilt ‘'adha 
10 times; iapt '’u‘'idh once; '’istaddh four times and ili- 
ma’^adha twice. 

jle ‘^Mha u [v. intrans.] to seek refuge, to seek protection 
(72:6) Jf-ji J j ‘^nd that there have 

been [certain] members of the human race seeking protection 
with [certain] of the jinn’, *(114:1) Ifjj ijk! [an invocation 
seeking God’s protection] I seek refuge with the Lord of people. 

ijc.! "’u’^ldh [imperf. of v. IV iltl '’a^'ddha, trans.] to place under 
the protection of, to commend to the protection of God (3:36) j 
^ and I commend her and her 

descendants to Your protection from Satan, the accursed. 

j»4ui) ^istaddh [imper. v. X, intrans.] seek refuge, invoke the 
protection of [God] (41:36) then seek refuge with God. 

jljL« ma'^adh [v. n. used adverbially] being in the refuge of, 
being in the protection of *(12:79) UVj I> Vj "J iU- 
i'ojt God forbid that [lit. [we seek] God’s protection lest] we 
should take [anyone] other than the one with whom we found our 
property. 

j/j/t ^-w-r loss of an eye, to be one-eyed, to be vulnerable, bad 
word, bad deed, defect, shame, something to be kept from the 
eyes, infamous person; difficult, uncharted road; to fall prey; to 
borrow. Of this root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 
Sjjt ‘’awratun twice and ‘’awrdt twice. 

“JJ® ‘’awratun I [n., pi. cIJJc. ‘’awrdt] 1 [jur.] parts of the body 
which should be hidden from the eyes (24:31) Ijjpy j 

fUjll pljjt or children who are not yet aware of women’s 
nakedness 2 [jur.] time of privacy, that time of the day or night 
when grown-ups are in seclusion and can lay down their garments 



and, therefore, cannot be seen except by certain people of their 
kin (24:58) clSIa ^i£j.n\ IjioU 

jiju ilTi ^j)» > >>"1 

^yjj^ f LSjJI sX-a yoM w/io believe, let your slaves and those 

of your family who have not yet reached puberty ask, on three 
occasions, your permission [to enter in your presence]: before 
the dawn prayer, and when you lay your garments aside at 
midday [siesta], and after the evening prayer—[these are] three 
times for privacy/nakedness for you II [quasi-pass, part.] 
vulnerable, easy to rob, easy to attack, exposed (33:13) bj 
ijjc. Ijj saying, ‘Our homes are exposed. ’ 

^-w-q obstacle, obstruction, impediment, to obstruct, to delay, 
to hinder, to incapacitate. Of this root, only 
^al-mu^"awwiqln occurs once in the Qur’an. 

mu'^awwiqm [pi. of act. part, mu‘'awwiq\ one who 
hinders, one who obstructs (33:18) ja God may 

know [take to task] the hinderers among you. 

J/j/g^ ’'-w-l to swerve; to be unjust; to have a large number of 
children; to increase; to be dependable. There is a degree of 
overlapping between some derivations of this root and the root 
‘’-y-Z (q.v.), particularly in the associated concepts of ‘to 
have many children’. Of this root, only I jljlu ta‘'ulu occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

ta‘'ul [imperf. of v. intrans. Jit ‘'ala] to deviate, to stray 
from the correct path, to be biased (4:3) U ‘j sVfjs I Vl JJi 
IjljSu f\ Ulj but if you fear that you cannot be 

equitable, then [marry only] one, or [turn to] [lit. what your right 
hands own] your slaves, in this way you are less likely to deviate 
[from the proper way] (see ‘-y-l). 

?hlt to hire on a yearly basis; to swim, to float and to 

run fast. Of this root, two forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: 
J.lt ‘am eight times and ‘amayn once. 

‘dm [n. dual. oj^Ic- ‘dmayn] a year (29:14) Vj ^ i-jll 



and he stayed among them fifty years short of a 

thousand. 

oUlt ‘'-w-n herd of zebras; to be in a middle state, being 
middle-aged; tall palm tree; helper, backer, to assist. Of this root, 
five forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: "’a^'dna twice; 

ta’^dwana twice; nasta‘'m four times; cf’ClA musta’^dn twice 
and y'j^ ‘'awan once. 

(1)1*1 "a^dna [v. IV trans.] to assist (25:4) ^ kiltlj 

and other people helped him with it. 

'(l)jljij ta^dwan [imper. of v. VI intrans.] help one another, 
cooperate with one another (5:2) ’jJI I and assist 

each other in charity and pious actions. 

’(l)jjuuLi nasta^Tn [imperf. of v. X intrans.] to seek assistance 
(2:153) I seek help through steadfastness and 

prayer. 

musta^dn [pass, part.] one whose assistance is sought, 
one who is beseeched (12:18) and it is 

God whose help is sought in [overcoming] what you describe. 

"cffp- “awdn [quasi-act. part.] (of an animal) neither young nor 
old, middle-aged (2:68) 411j V s'ji t^jj it is a 

cow [which should be] neither too old nor too young, but in- 
between. 

(l)j&L» md^un (see iJ^/^ m-^-n). 

large sack, bag for holding clothes and other 
belongings, bosom, confidant; to cause to be defective, to 
damage, to slander. Of this root, only Lu^l ‘’a‘'ib occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

Lj^l 'a^fb [imperf of v. Ifc. "dba trans.] to render defective, to 
damage (18:79) 144^1 ‘J euj'jli and I sought to damage it. 

‘'-y-f donkey, zebra; chief; pupil of the eye; to run away, 
vagabond; caravan, to measure; infamy, to exchange insults; to 
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o-hit 

borrow and loan. Of this root, only jj^ ‘fr occurs three times in 
the Qur’an. 

jjp "Jr [coll, n., n.] camels, caravan of camel, pack or herd of 
animals (camels, donkeys or mules) (12:94) Jli j4*ll pLoi ilij 
then, when the caravan had left [the town] 
behind, their father said, 7 perceive Joseph’s scent. ’ 

0^1 (4It camels of good stock, camel breeding, yellowish white 

(i.e. the colour of such camels). Philologists almost unanimously 
attribute the proper name ‘'Tsd, to a borrowing from either 
Hebrew or Syriac. A few, however, regard it as a derivation from 
forms associated with the concepts of camels of good stock and 
guidance. Of this root, only ‘'isd occurs 25 times in the 
Qur’ an 

‘'isd [proper name] Jesus (4:171) Uj] 

Jj2'j the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, was only a messenger of 
God. 

The character of Jesus features very prominently in the 
Qur’an, being mentioned over 25 times in the text. He is 
identified as being a Prophet sent to the Children of Israel and as 
a recipient of sacred scripture (61:6; 3:45-59). Particular 
emphasis is placed upon his human qualities (43:59; 9:30). The 
Qur’an refers to the miraculous nature of his conception, 
describing his mother Mary as a chaste woman (5:75). Reference 
is also made to his being bestowed with the ability to heal ‘the 
blind and the leper’ and to raise the dead (5:110). The Qur’an 
emphatically refutes the Christian doctrine of the Trinity at a 
number of junctures, referring to Jesus in the same vein as other 
venerated Prophets of the Old Testament (5:75; 4:163). Indeed, it 
uses the account of the creation of Adam to highlight parallels 
between Adam’s and Jesus’ status and conception (3:55); in a 
number of instances Jesus is described as being supported by the 
‘Holy Spirit’ (2:87). Critically, the Qur’an refutes the notion of 
Jesus’s crucifixion, stating that he ‘was not killed, nor was he 
crucified, but so it appeared to them’ (4:155; 3:55). 
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oh It 

(J‘l(4h‘'-y-sh state and way of living, life (particularly of animals), 
to live, to make one’s home in a particular place or with a 
particular person, livelihood. Of this root, four forms occur eight 
times in the Qur’an: ‘"ishatun twice; ma‘'ashan once; 

ma‘'Tshatun three times and ma‘' ayish twice. 

‘'Tshatun [v. n./n.] way of living, mode of living (69:21) 
and so he will live a pleasant life. 

ma'^dsh [v. n./n.] toiling for a livelihood; a livelihood, a 
living (78:11) Uil*.- hlaikj and We made the day [for earning] 
a living/for toiling. 

ma’^Tshatun [v. n.; n., pi. oSii- ma^'dyish] state of living, 
manner of living; victuals, means of subsistence, livelihood 
(43:32) Ijjiil '42^5 We apportion out among 

them their livelihood in this life. 

(ih/t ‘'-y-l children, family, to have many children; to he underfed, 
to he dependent, to he poor; to deviate; to be conceited, to walk 
with a conceited gait. There is a certain degree of overlapping 
between this root and the root J/j/£, ‘’-w-/ (q.v.), whereby the 
sense of ‘to have many children’ might be derived from either. Of 
this root, two forms, maybe three, occur once each in the Qur’an: 
51214 ‘"a^’dam, ’'aylatan (and, possibly, Ijljki ta^'ulu). 

‘"a^’U [act. part.] one who is in straitened circumstances, 
one who is needy, impoverished (93:8) 51214 and did 

He not find you in need and make you self-sufficient? 

^ ‘'aylatun [v. n./n.] being in straitened conditions, poverty, 
want (9:28) iill jfj and if you fear 

want, God will enrich you of His bounty, if He wishes. 

ta‘'ul [imperf. of v. intrans. ijlt ‘'ala] to have too many 
children (in an interpretation of 4:3) Ijljki v! 411j that is nearer 
(i.e., more likely) [cause] for your not having [too] many children 
(see J/j/£ ‘-W-1). 

oh It ^-y-n eye, eyesight, to see, to have beautiful eyes, to injure 
the eye, to give the evil eye, to spy, to ascertain, notables; water 



spring; group of brothers. Of this root, six forms occur 66 times in 
the Qur’an: ‘'ayn 18 times; ‘'aynan seven times; 

‘'uyun 10 times; ^ayun 22 times; ‘'In four times and oj*- 
ma^in five times 

bjft ayn'' [n.] I [ dual ‘aynan, pi. “a^yunl eye (90:8-9) 
y did We not give him two eyes, a tongue 

and two lips?', *(3:13) c^\ y\'j they see them twice 

their number with their very eye\ *(28:9) a source of 

happiness/comfort for you and me [lit. a settling of an eye for you 
and me]-, *(102:7) P and you will most definitely 

see it with [lit. the eye of] absolute certainty, *(20:39) 
that you might be reared under My own eye', *(11:37) 

U^L aiiii build the ark under Our protection, by Our inspiration 
[lit. under Our eyes]; *(12:84) Jjkll (> »ljjt Cuyj j and his eyes 
became blind [lit. white] (or, became flooded with tears) out of 
grief; *(15:88) 41^ V do not crave, do not look longingly at, 
do not envy, do not covet [lit. do not stretch your eyes]; *(21:61) 
^ aj I yita bring him before the eyes of the people, 
openly, for all to see II [dual ‘ayndn, pi. C)j^ ‘uyun] water 
spring (76:6) fdll ^ liui a spring from which God’s 
creatures drink. 

b# ‘^In [pi- of quasi-act. part. »ljj4 ‘aynd"] with large beautiful 
eyes (37:48) yp- mjWI with them will be spouses- 

modest of gaze and beautiful of eye. 

'CyU ma^in [n./n. of place.] spring, water source, flowing water 
(23:50) j' J and We brought them to 

shelter on a peaceful hillside with flowing water. 

(41(4It ‘'~y~y incurable disease, fatigue, to be ineffectual, to lack the 
ability or the strength to complete a task; riddle, inability to 
express oneself, to become dumbfounded. Of this root, only 
‘ayiya occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

yje ‘ayiya a [v. intrans.] to be incapable of doing something, 
to be incapable of acting in a certain way (50:15) JjVl oLiIj Uokaf 
were We incapable of the first creation? 



ghayn 

cjjiil '’al-ghayn the nineteenth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voiced uvular fricative sound. 

dust, earth, to gather dust, to remain, to depart, 
previous time; devastation, famine, poverty. Of this root, two 
forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: s jx. ghabaratun once and 
ijjjjlc. ghabirln seven times. 

ghabirln [pi. of act. part. ghabir] those who remain, 
who stay behind (29:33) iS'yJi Vj 21 U We 

shall save you and your household, except for your wife—she will 
be among those who stay behind. 

ghabaratun [n.] dust covering, layer of dust *(80:40) 
s'jjc. IJfjj but some faces will have a layer of dust on 

them, will be very gloomy. 

O/^/t gh-b-n to forget, to be lacking in judgement; to weaken, to 
deceive. Of this root, only taghdbun occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

LjjUj taghdbun [v. n. of v.VII ojUj taghdbana] attempting to 
deceive one another, running each other down, bickering, 
outdoing one another, mutual forgetfulness/neglect *(64:9) 
(jjUull Day of Judgement [lit. the day of bickering, or, of mutual 
neglect]', * name of Sura 64, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 9 to the "Day of Judgement.’ 

gh-th-w debris, scum, dry vegetation, wanting to vomit. Of 
this root, only »1 jc. ghuthd'’ occurs once in the Qur’an. 



ghutha'’ [n.] scum, flotsam, dry vegetation, debris (87:4- 
5) isJ^\ iljc. l54* j who brought out the green 

pasture, then turned it into [dark] debris. 

j/j/^ gh-d-r puddles of rainwater; to leave behind, to double cross, 
to depart; long plaited locks of hair. Of this root, only jjUj 
yughadir occurs twice in the Qur’an.. 

ji\ju yughadir [imperf. of v. Ill, trans.] to leave out, leave 
behind, depart from (18:49) Vj s'jj4 Vj jjUj V li* JU 
what is it with this record?! It does not leave a small deed 
or a large one but it has counted it?! 

j/j/t gh-d-q great volume of water, heavy rain; fertile land, 
comfortable living, generosity of character. Of this root, only j'oc. 
ghadaq occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Jjc ghadaq [v. n. used adjectivally] abundant, plentiful, 
copious (72:16) liac- iU "Jj if they were 

to be upright on the path [the Faith], We would give them to 
drink water in abundance. 

j/j/£ gh-d-w time between the break of dawn and the rising of the 
sun, to do things during such time; the morrow, future. Of this 
root, five forms occur 16 times in the Qur’an: Ijc ghadd three 
times; ghad five times; jic- ghuduww five times; ghaddtun 
twice and ghadd'’ once. 

Ije ghadd u [v. intrans.] to go in the early hours of the morning 
(68:25) oijj'i tj-jc-j they left early, bent on their purpose 

[of depriving the poor]. 

Je ghad I [n.] tomorrow, the future (59:18) Jil ciLija U 
and let every soul consider carefully what it sends ahead for 
tomorrow II [adv. of time] 1 tomorrow, on the day after today 
(12:12) sjJtLj lac. send him with us tomorrow to run 

about and play 2 in the future (31:34) lac- liU (^jou U'j and 
no soul knows what it will reap in the future [lit. tomorrow]. 

jjft ghuduww [v. n/n.] 1 the early hours *(24:36-7) 144 
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5011 jki ^ Vj Sjlio V Jlkj JU^VIj jiillj people who are not 
distracted from the remembrance of God by either merchandise 
or sale offer praise to Him constantly [lit. morning and evening] 
in them [houses of worship] 2 the act of going out, the outward 
trip (34:12) ^*jll [jUXOj and [We subjected] the wind to 

Solomon; its outward journey [took] a month. 

SiJil) ^al-ghaddtu [n.] the morning *(18:28) sljilO 

morning and evening, constantly, all the time. 

ghadd^ [n.] midday meal (18:62) lilOc. Guli »lil Jli he said 
to his servant, ‘Fetch us our lunch! ’ 

sh-r-b sunset, the west, to travel westward; to leave home, to 
become a stranger, strange, obscure words; high sea waves; crow; 
black men. Of this root, eight forms occur 19 times in the Qur’an: 
Lj'jc. gharaba twice; ghurub twice; ^al-maghrib seven 

times; oujilOl ^al-maghribayn once; ^al-maghdrib twice; 

gharbiyy twice; ghurdb twice and ghardbib 

once. 

Ljjft gharaba u [v. intrans.] (of the celestial bodies) to set 
(18:86) 4jjij tAikj ^OaOill Ljji4 lij till, when he 

came to the place/time of sunset he discovered the sun setting into 
a murky pool. 

ghurub [v. n.] setting of the sun (50:39) JjS Ofij 
u j’jill celebrate the praise of your Lord before the 

rising of the sun and before the setting [constantly]. 

'’al-maghrib [n. of place/time; v. n.] 1 the West, time or 
place of sun setting; sun setting (2:115) IjIjj Uiti 5 Urj 

5011 lu-j Jua the East and the West belong to God-wherever you 
turn, you will find [lit. there God’s Face 2 place where/time 
when the sun sets (18:86) 'ffju Ui-j ^>2^' '4 

fiOi. till, when he came to the place/time of sunset he discovered 
the sun setting into a murky pool, *(73:9) jiooij ffj God 
of God of All [lit. the East and the West]. 

”al-maghribayn [dual n. of maghrib] interpreted 
as either the two places where the sun sets at the summer and 




winter solstices or the two setting places of the sun and the moon 
(55:17) lJJj jlidl iJj Lord of the two risings and Lord of 

the two settings (or, the two places of rising and two places of 
setting). 

Ljjlx4S ^al-maghdrib [pi. of maghrib] the various places 
where the sun sets throughout the year, or the setting places of all 
the stars and planets (70:40) ... 'cjJjM 4] jjLidI Lj'jj ’^\ 

no indeed, by the Lord of the rising-places and setting-places [of 
planets?], We are well capable ... 

gharbiyy [quasi-act. part.] western, westerly, of the west 
(24:35) Vj V fuelled from a 

blessed olive tree, neither of the east nor of the west. 

tj)jc. ghurdb [n.] raven, crow (5:31) l 4 =jVi U'jz ^11 djWja 

o God sent a raven scratching the earth. 

ghardbib [pi. of n. ghirblb, used adjectivally] 

hlack, jet (hlack) (35:27) 2 au1jc.j »■ iik JUaJl 

ijL and in the mountains, there are tracks/layers of white and red 
of various hues, and jet black. 

->hlt gh-r-r white spot on a horse’s face, first day of the month; 
blank, of clear complexion, to be foolish, to be simple minded, 
gullible, inexperienced; to deceive, to make vain promises, to lull 
into false security; conceit, self deception. Of this root, three 
forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: gharra 15 times; jjjc- 

ghurur nine times and jjjc- ghariir three times. 

gharra u [v. trans.] 1 to cause to be vain, to cause to be 
conceited, to cause someone to have false ideas about himself 
(8:49) ’(44P nnrZ 

[remember] when the hypocrites and those who have sickness in 
their hearts said, ‘The religion of these people has made them 
vain’ 2 to delude (57:14) ‘^JM\ and false hopes deluded you 

3 to cause to think lightly of, to falsely embolden (82:6) U 
^jkll what has emboldened you against your generous Lord? 

jjjft ghurur [n./v. n.] 1 deception, guile (7:22) jjJu UoAV'aa so 
he led them on with guile 2 illusion (3:185) Vj U'j 




jj'jill and the present life is only the pleasure of illusion 3 
delusion (17:64) Uj Satan promises them 

nothing but delusion. 

jjjft gharur [n.] deceiver, epithet for the Devil (31:33) j 

jj'jill 5 UIL and do not let the Deceiver delude you about God. 

gh-r-f to draw water with one’s hand, to scoop water up, 
ladle; well with water almost level with the mouth; room above 
ground level; places of honour; fast moving camels. Of this root, 
four forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: '’ightarafa 

once; 4a"jc. ghurfatun twice; ghuraf three times and ejli’jc. 
ghurufdt once. 

tijjft) '’ightarafa [v. VIII, trans.] to scoop (with the hand or 
with a scoop) (2:249) Vj except for the one who 

scoops up with his hand just one handful. 

ghurfatan I [n. of unit.] one scoop (with the hand or with 
a scoop) 6,4; ^'jac.1 Vj except for the one who scoops up 

with his hand just one handful II [n., pi. ghuraf and cjUjc. 
ghurufdt] room above ground level; elevated positions, places of 
honour (39:20) ij^ 

but those who are mindful of their Lord, for them are 
lofty chambers above which are lofty chambers built, with 
streams flowing beneath them. 

iihtt gh-r-q to sink, to be submerged, to drown; to go to the 
extreme; to be preoccupied, to engross. Of this root, five forms 
occur 23 times in the Qur’an: ij'jc.! ^aghraqa 16 times; Ijajc-f 
^ughriqu once; Jjc- gharq once; jjc- gharaq once and uA)" 
mughraqun four times. 

JA* '’aghraqa [v. IV, trans.; pass. v. jjc-t '’ughriqa] to cause 
to drown (26:120) ajaUll 4) Ua'jc.f p then We drowned the rest. 

jA gharq [v. n.] going to the extreme, all the way, violently, 
strongly, energetically (in an interpretation of 79:1) lijc- pttjUlIj 
by those pulling out forcefully. 

gharaq [n./v. n.] drowning (10:90) Jli j'jiJI ^'ji 14 
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till when drowning overtook him he said, 7 believe. ’ 

mughraqun [pi. of pass. part. mughraq] one who is 
drowned (11:43) and the waves 

came between them and he was among the drowned. 

(•/j/t gh-r-m loss, financial liability one takes upon oneself, to be in 
debt; lasting torment, aching love, fondness, heart; (of heat) 
scorching; opponent. Of this root, four forms occur six times in 
the Qur’an: j\t. ghdrimln once; Uljc. ghardman once; 

maghram three times and mughramun once. 

ghdrimln [pi. of act. part. gharim] debtors, those 
incurring debts as a result of helping others (9:60) ?tjaiil Ui] 

[... (jio jUJIj ... alms are only for the poor [...] and the ones who 
incur debt in their helping of others and in the way of God. 

Ujft ghardman [v. n./n.] constant severe [torment], clinging, 
lasting (25:65) 'JS. ^hjj our Lord, 

turn away from us the chastisement of Hell, for its chastisement is 
a dreadful, lasting anguish. 

maghram [n./v. n.] a liability, particularly financial, 
incurred not as a result of one’s own action; unjust fine or 
penalty, loss, debt unjustly incurred, imposition (9:98) J'jkVl 't>j 

U "ijx and of the desert Arabs are those who consider 
what they spend [in the cause of God] as a financial imposition. 

mughramun [pi. of quasi-pass. part. mughram] 
tormented, left with heavy loss/debt (56:66) Uj We are 

burdened with the debt [over what we have spent] (or, we are 
faced with destruction [because of the loss of our livelihood]). 

-ihit gh-r-w to glue, to stick; wonder, allurement, to tempt; to 
incite, to rouse against, to stir up. Of this root, only lijjc-i 
'’aghraynd occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

'’aghrd [v. IV, trans. with prep, j 1 to incite, to rouse, to 
tempt, to encourage someone to take action against 03:60) ‘c^ 

^441 (_ 5 i "yaif the 

hypocrites do not desist, nor the ones in whose hearts is sickness. 
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nor those who cause unrest in the city, We will rouse you against 
them 2 to stir up (5:14) »Uiaijirj S jl'idl so We stirred up 

enmity and hatred among them . 

61 jit gh-z-l spindle, yam, to spin; courtship; gazelle. Of this root, 
only Jjc. ghazl occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Jje ghazl [n./v. n.] spun yam; spinning (16:92) Ijjjkj Vj 
s‘ja ‘of. and do not be like a woman who unspins 

her yam into fibres after [it has attained] strength (i.e., do not 
fall into disunity having attained unity and strength). 

j/j/t gh-z-w to intend, to seek something, to strive; to invade a 
territory, to carry out a military offensive; sense, signification. Of 
this root, only ghuzzd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

ghuzzd [pi. of act. part. tsft. ghazl] one who is 
participating in a military campaign, one who invades the 
territory of others (3:156) ‘fjt- Ijjli J\ ^ lij when they 
were journeying in the land or were engaged in military 
campaigns. 

k^o^lt evening dusk, darkness of the night; bright red; 

extreme coldness, pus, foul fluid, to pour out, (of the eye) to 
water. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 
ijftc- ghasaq once; ghdsiq once and (jllc- ghassdq twice. 

ghasaq [n.] dusk or darkness of the night (17:78) 

JiJll tJuuj. establish the prayer at the going down of 

the sun (or, the time it goes past its zenith) until the darkness of 
the night. 

J-ile ghdsiq [act. part./n.] one entering into darkness; the 
moon; night or early part of the night (113:3) Lij 14 I>j 

and of the evil of the darkness when it descends [also interpreted 
as: the night, the moon, or, the Pleiades] when it prevails. 

jCuic. ghassdq [intens. act. part./n.] pus, dark, foul fluid (38:57) 
jllic-j li* all this [will be theirs], let them taste it- 

scalding water, a dark, foul fluid. 
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gh-s-l washing, dirty water left after washing, to wash, to 
bathe, washed clothes, bath, washing place, filth. Of this root, 
four forms occur once each in the Qur’an: IjUc-j "’ighsilw, I 
taghtasilu', mughtasal and ghislln. 

^ighsil [imper. of v. trans.] [jur.] wash, carry out the 
ablution in the prescribed manner (5:6) 

wash your faces and your arms [lit. hands]. 

taghtasil [imperf. of v. IV. intrans.] [jur.] to wash 
oneself, to perform ritual body washing in the prescribed manner 
(4:43) IjLuij [...] 144- nor [should you pray] when you are 
in the state of being junub (q.v.) [... ] until you have bathed. 

Jutiilt mughtasal [n. of place/n.] a place for washing or bathing, 
water in which to bathe (38:42) Ija this is cool 

[water] for bathing in and for drinking/as a drink. 

ghislln [n.] filth, pus (69:36) I> '^1 Yj and no 
food [for him] but offdth. 

gh-sh-w to cover, to seek cover, to conceal; to overcome; to 
faint; to visit frequently. Of this root, 11 forms occur 29 times in 
the Qur’an: ghashiya 12 times; yughshd once; 

ghashshd three times; ^aghshd three times; ^ughshiya 
once; taghashshd once; ^istaghshd twice; 

ghdshiyatun twice; (jiljc- ghawdsh once; SjLSi ghishdwatun twice 
and maghshiyy once. 

ghashiya a [v., trans.] 1 to cover up, to enshroud, to 
envelop (14:50) jl4l fire will cover their faces 2 to 

envelop (44:10-11) fji the Day when 

the sky brings forth visible smoke that will envelop people 3 to 
overpower, to overtake (3:154) a sleep which 

overtook a group of you. 

yughshd [imperf. pass, v.] to be covered, to be enveloped, 
to be overcome; to faint, to lose consciousness *(33:19) 

fainting because of [the approach of] death [lit. to be 
enveloped by the approaching death]. 



gkashshd I [v. II, trans.] to completely cover, to envelop 
(in one interpretation of verse 53:54) U UUii and so He 
enveloped them in whatever enveloped them [He had them 
engulfed in disaster] II [doubly trans] to cause something to 
cover or to overcome something else (8:11) ^ ij 

remember when He made slumber overcome you, [bringing] 
inner peace from Him', (in one interpretation of 53:54) U UUii 

He caused to envelop them [by means of] whatever he used. 

'’aghshd I [v. IV trans.] to completely cover up (36:9) 
V and so We have covered them, that they 

cannot see II [doubly trans.] to cause something to cover 
something else (7:54) 11^ He makes the night 

cover the day, going after it swiftly. 

'’ughshiya [pass. v. V] to be completely covered (10:27) 
jh\ Iky as though their faces were 

covered with bits of the darkening night. 

ykki taghashshd [v. V trans.] to cover, euphemism for mating 
(with a female) (7:189) Uki. Xk cjik ULik Ikla when he covered 
her she bore a light pregnancy [lit. load]. 

ykiioui) dstaghshd [v. X, trans.] to search or reach for some 
means of covering or wrapping oneself up (71:7) 1 jik 

r ji . U . u . i lj they put their fingers in their ears and pulled 

their clothes over themselves. 

ghdshiyatun [act. part.; fem./n., pi. (jSljc- ghawdsh] 
something that covers or overwhelms; a covering, an 
overwhelming calamity (12:107) 5dJ' "J ' do 

they feel secure that an overwhelming calamity from God will not 
fall on them?-, (88:1) the Day of Resurrection [lit. the one 
that overwhelms]-, * ^UJI name of Sura 88, Meccan sura, so- 
named because of the reference in verse 1 to "the Overwhelming 
Event." 

SjUift ghishdwatun [n.] covering, veil (2:7) SjUc. ijdj 

and on their eyes there is a covering. 

ffs. "ufadlS ^al-maghshiyyi "alayhi [pass. part, with prep ]^] 
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one who is caused to lose consciousness (47:20) jiu 

^ looking at you [Prophet] with the look of one 

fainting because of [the approach of] the throes of death. 

gh-s-b to extort, to take by force, to rape, to scrape hair off 
the skin by sheer force. Of this root, only ghasban occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

ghasb [v. n. adverbially used] by extortion, by force 
(18:79) 'jkj behind them was a king 

who was seizing every [serviceable] boat by force. 

choking, to choke, to be crowded. Of this root, only 
^lac. ghussatun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

ghussatun [n.] choking (73:13) li 14l»i=j and food that 

causes choking. 

gh-d-b protruding rock; to be angry, to frown; to have a 
severe eruption of small pox; (of the eyes) to swell. Of this root, 
five forms occur 26 times in the Qur’an: ghadiba six times; 

ghadab 14 times; ghadbdn twice; maghdub 

once and mughadib once. 

LoJac. ghadiba a [v. intrans.] 1 to be or become angry (42:37) 
oJj^ ’(»* ^ 1- VIj [even] when they get angry they forgive 2 (of 

God) to condemn (4:93) ^ God condemns him, 

and rejects him. 

tj4ac. ghadab [n./v. n.] 1 anger; being angry (7:154) tdj 

when the anger of Moses abated 2 wrath (20:81) Sf'j 
^ TjiJaj and do not exceed the limits in respect to 
it, lest My wrath descend upon you. 

ghadban [quasi-act. part.] angry (20:86) 

U^i (jUliac. SO Moses returned to his people, angry and 
aggravated. 

maghdub ‘'alayhim [pass, part.] ones who are 
subjected to wrath, ones who are condemned (1:7) 

jjc. the path of those You have blessed, not 




those who are condemned. 


L^yui mughadib [act. part, of v. Ill] one who is being 
eontentious, one who is breaking ties with others (21:87) ij lij 
jjii y ‘j jhi LjAi and [remember] Dhu '’al-Nun, [the 

one with the great fish], when he went off breaking ties in anger, 
and thought We would not have power over him. 

gh-d-d to be tender, to be young; to be affluent; to east 
one’s eyes down, to show humility, to be modest, to eheek. Of 
this root, only yaghudd oeeurs four times in the Qur’an. 

yaghudd [imperf. v. trans.] 1 to lower (one’s voiee) 
(31:19) CAy.^^\ jSj! (jj 

go at a moderate pace and lower your voice, for the ugliest of all 
voices is the braying of asses 2 to east down (the gaze) (24:31) 

‘ijx. and tell believing women that they 

should lower their gaze [be modest]. 

gh-t-sh weak eye sight; (of night) to be dark, to eause to be 
dark; to be diffieult; to travel through the land. Of this root, only 
'’aghtasha oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

'’aghtasha [v. IV trans.] to make dark (79:29) 

giving darkness to its night and bringing out its 
morning brightness. 

i4lHt Sh-t-y to beeome full; to eover, to veil, to hide; to be 
overbearing, to beeome dark. Of this root, only ghitd'’ oeeurs 
twiee in the Qur’ an. 

fUaft ghitd'’ [n.] eovering, barrier, veil (50:22) 'disc. Ua^ka 
Ilia, but We have removed from you your covering, so 

your sight today is sharp. 

gh-f-r to eover, to hide; helmet, eloak; large erowd of people; 
to pardon, forgiveness; large inerease in wealth. Of this root, 11 
forms oeeur 224 times in the Qur’an: 'Jc. ghafara 63 times; jiu 
yughfar twiee; ^istaghfara 40 times; jalc- ghdfir onee; oiffc^ 




ghdfirln once; jjic- ghafur 81 times; jUc- ghaffdr five times; J Jc- 
ghufrdn once; s maghfiratun 28 times; jlaijL.1 '’istighfdr once 
and mustaghfirln once. 

ghafara i [v. trans.] 1 to forgive (3:135) Vj Ljjjiil ’Jiu "j-j 
and who forgives sins but God? 2 to pardon (2:284) iUu 
iUu ‘ijx then He pardons whoever He will and punishes 

whoever He will. 

jiiauil dstaghfara [v. X, trans.] 1 to ask or to seek forgiveness 
of someone (4:64) ^ j iVun l j IjjaacLoU I j4h jj jlj 

I4^'j Ul jj kill I jikji Jj4jll if they, having wronged themselves, had 
come to you and begged God for forgiveness, and the Messenger 
invoked forgiveness for them they would have found God 
forgiving, merciful 2 [no direct obj. with prep. 1] to invoke 
forgiveness (4:64) Jjl-‘jll and the Messenger invoked 

forgiveness for them. 

jile ghdfir [act. part. pi. ojJ^ ghdfirun] one who forgives, 
pardons (40:3) Forgiver of sins and Accepter 

of repentance’, * jilc- name of Sura 40, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 3 to the ‘Forgiving Lord’, also 
called i>>ll (see d/'^ ^-m-n). 

jjift ghafur [intens. act. part.] [an attribute of God] very 
forgiving, one who is given to forgiving (39:53) ^jll j>ill j* kij 
He is indeed the Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

jUi ghaffdr [intens. act. part.] [an attribute of God] very 
forgiving, one who is ever given to forgiving (38:66) pI'j^JI tSj 
jUill jjjkll U'j o^jVl'j Lord of the heavens and the earth and 
all that is between them-the Mighty, the Ever Forgiving. 

(1)1 ghufrdn [v. n. used inter]ectionally] forgiveness, pardon 
(2:285) Ijj'j ^Ijljac. [grant us] Your forgiveness, our Lord! 

I'JxA maghfiratun [v. n/n.] forgiveness, pardon (13:6) 4£'j [jl'j 
^UU jil and indeed, your Lord is full of forgiveness for 
people. 

^istighfdr [v. n.] asking for forgiveness (9:114) 'cJS Uj 
iO Uiy ‘d VI J>jAfjjl jUiulol Abraham’s asking for 
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forgiveness for his father was only because of a promise he had 
made to him. 

^al-mustaghfirln [pi. of act. part, mustaghfir] 

one who asks for forgiveness (3:17) and those 

praying for forgiveness in the small hours of the night. 

gh-f-l to neglect, to overlook, to forget, to be distracted; to be 
simple, to be unmarked; to be anonymous, to be of low birth. Of 
this root, six forms occur 35 times in the Qur’an: aJitu taghfulun 
once; Ulac-i ^aghfalnd once; ghdfil 10 times; ghafdun 17 
times; cliiliiji. ghafddt once and yac. ghaflatun five times. 

Jiiu taghful [imperf of v. ghafala, intrans.] to become 
inattentive, heedless (4:102) ‘f IjjiS [jjjll jj 

the disbelievers would [dearly] like you to be/come heedless of 
your weapons and baggage. 

^aghfala [v. IV, trans.] to cause to neglect, to make 
oblivious, to cause to overlook (18:28) Ujki ‘cf- ^ 
and do not yield to him whose heart We have made oblivious to 
Our remembrance. 

Jile ghafd [act. part.; pi. ghdfilun] one who is 

inattentive, oblivious, heedless (14:42) ^ 5tilc. [>4^ Vj 

do not deem God oblivious to what the evil-doers do. 

cibiite ghdfildt [act. part. fern. pi. of ghdfilatun] heedless, 
innocent, unwary, unaware (24:23) [j] 

liSll I ya} those who accuse innocent/unaware 

believing, married women are cursed, in this life and the next. 

kiit ghaflatun [n.] oblivion, heedlessness, inattentiveness 
(21:1) 4lac. ^ closer to mankind draws 

their reckoning, while they are turning away, in heedlessness', 
*(28:15) yat 'joa. at a moment of inattentiveness, at a moment 
of heedlessness. 

^j6lt gh-l-b (of the neck) to be thick and long, (of trees) to be leafy 
and full of branches, (of gardens) to be full of thick trees; to 
prevail over, to overpower, to defeat. Of this root, seven forms 



occur 31 times in the Qur’an: Ljic. ghalaba 11 times; ghuliba 
four times; ghalab once; Jlc- ghalib three times; 
ghalibun 10 times; jiiw maghlub once and ^Ji^ghulb once. 

ghalaba i [v. trans.] 1 to defeat (8:66) "ijli 

Ijijiu should there be a steadfast hundred of you, they will 
defeat two hundred 2 [with prep. (^] to prevail over, to 
overpower, to overwhelm (23:106) hu'ja^. cuft. l£'j I jlli they will 
say, ‘Lord, our misfortune has overwhelmed us! ’ 

ghuliba [pass, v.] to be defeated, to be overpowered, to be 
overcome (3:12) you will be overcome and 

gathered into Hell. 

tjii ghalab [v. n.] defeating, prevailing over (30:3) iu 
but, after having been defeated, they will prevail. 

tjHe ghalib [act. part.; pi. ghalibun] one who is 

victorious, one who overcomes, one who defeats (3:160) bj 

Jlc. if God helps you, no one can overcome you. 

maghlub [pass, part.] one who is defeated, overcome, 
subdued, vanquished (54:10) >^13 Lijli- ^'j 14'aa and so he 
called upon his Lord, 7 am vanquished, so help me. ’ 

tjlft ghulb [pi. of fern, quasi-act. part. »l4c- ghalbd^’] luscious or 
abounding in trees thick with branches and leaves (80:30) 

'jic- and luscious gardens. 

gh-l-^ to be thick, to be gross, to be strong; to be severe, to be 
harsh, to be firm. Of this root, five forms occur 13 times in the 
Qur’an: kji-i ^ughlu^ twice; ^istaghla^a once; kuk- ghali^ 

eight times; k>5Lc. ghild^ once and ktjo ghil^atun once. 

laJil ^ughlu^ [imper. of v. ghalu^a, intrans.] be harsh, be 
strong, be firm (9:73) 

Prophet, strive against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be 
severe with them. 

Miui) dstaghla^a [v. X, intrans.] to become thick, to thicken, 
to gain thickness (48:29) ^jc. kbukU i'j'jli ^j'jk 

as seeds that put forth their shoots, and [the earth] strengthens 
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them [the plants] and they gain thickness, and rise straight upon 
their stalks. 

ghall^ [quasi-act. part.] 1 harsh, severe (31:24) p ^41425 
We let them enjoy themselves for a while, 
then We drive them into a severe chastisement 2 callous, 
heartless, inhuman (3:159) 411^ IJiJc. lii dii "jTj had 
you been foul-mouthed, hard-hearted, they would have dispersed 
from about you 3 solemn, formidable, firm (4:154) lalixo [4-“ 
and We took from them a solemn pledge. 

ISiif' ghildi [pi. n.] mighty, strong ones, firm, stern (66:6) 4^ 
3144 and over it [Hell] are angels, stern and strong. 

Alaip ghiliatun [n./v. n.] severity, harshness (9:123) I 
and let them find harshness in you. 

gh-l-f to cover, to wrap, to seal; to be uncircumcised; to be 
covered with vegetation. Of this root, only ghulf occurs twice 
in the Qur’an. 

tile, ghulf [pi. of quasi-act. part, '’aghlafi enveloped, 
sealed up (2:88) ^-4^ lijia Ijlla'j they say, ‘Our hearts are 
impenetrably wrapped up [against whatever you say] . ’ 

j/J/^ gh-l-q to close, to shut, to lock, to bolt; to be impatient, to be 
dumbfounded. Of this root, only cjilc. ghallaqat occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

Jit ghallaqa [v. 11, trans.] to shut tightly, to shut several 
things (12:23) c^jshe bolted the doors. 

6/6/t gh-l-l extreme thirst; to bar from drinking; shackles, to 
shackle; treachery, animosity, hatred; to confiscate; to purloin, to 
yield, to produce, to earn. Of this root, five forms occur 16 times 
in the Qur’an: ghalla four times; cic. ghullat once; J? ghill 

three times; J4c.Vl ^al-^aghldl six times and maghlulatun 
twice. 

ghalla u I [v. intrans.] to defraud, to purloin (3:161) 

Jij "(jl it is inconceivable that a Prophet would ever purloin 



674 


[something from the battle gains] (or, according to another 
interpretation: act unfaithfully) II [v. trans.] to shackle, to tie up 
(69:30) I jiii i jii. take him, and put him in shackles. 

ghulla [pass, v.] to be tied up, to be shackled, to be 
immobilised *(5:64) "^,4 cjlt [inter].] fettered are their hands!, 
may their hands be fettered! 

Je ghill [n.] hatred, bitterness, rancour (15:47) U Ij&'jjj 
cind We will remove whatever rancour there is in 

their hearts. 

thtei ""aghldl [pi. of n. ghull] fetters, collars, shackles (36:8) 
[jjkX (4) Uj We have placed 

collars on their necks, right up to their chins, so they have their 
heads forced up. 

maghlulatun [pass, part.] shackled, tied up (5:64) callaj 
i the Jews have said, ‘God’s hands are tied’', 
*(17:29) V'j do not be tight-fisted [lit. do not 

let your hand be tied to your neck). 

gh-l-m youth, boy, to be young, beautiful women; lust, to be 
lustful; to exceed the boundaries; to be in a rage. Of this root, 
three forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: fikc. ghuldm 11 
times; ghuldmayn once and cfdt ghilmdn once. 

jjiitC' ghuldm [n., pi. ghilmdn] 1 boy (12:19) li* iSj^L, 
good news! Here is a boy! 2 son (19:20) <^1 

j4u however can I have a boy/son, when no mortal has touched 
me? 3 manservant (52:24) and there go 

around [waiting upon] them menservants of their own. 

j/6/t gh-l-w to be excessive, to run too fast, to go too high, rashness 
of youth; to be expensive; to value highly; (of plants) to be thick 
and leafy. Of this root, only I jUj taghlu occurs twice in the 
Qur’an. 

Ijiiii taghlu [imperf. of v. 5tc. ghald intrans.] to be excessive, to 
exceed the norms of propriety (4:171) Sf j I jiu V 

jaJI Vj 5011 I jljsj people of the Book, do not go to excess in your 



0^1 ?lt 

religion, and do not say anything about God except the truth. 


gh-l-y to boil; type of perfume. Of this root, two forms oeeur 
in a single plaee eaeh in the Qur’an: yaghlT and ghaly. 

yaghlT [imperf. of ^ ghala] to boil (44:45) 
like molten tar boiling in the bellies. 

jit. ghaly [v. n.] aet of boiling (44:46) like the 

boiling of hot water. 

->l?lt gh-m-r open wasteland, tumultuous sea, to submerge, to 
overwhelm, hatred, grudge; ordinary people; oblivion; to be 
adventurous. Of this root, two forms oeeur four times in the 
Qur’an: sjUc. ghamratun twiee and Jc. ghamardt onee. 

i jUft ghamratun [n.; pi. cJJac. ghamardt] inundation, flood of 
water, oblivion (23:63) I> fjUc. J Jj indeed their hearts 
are [steeped] in oblivion of all this. 

cjI Jt ghamardt [pi. n.] turbulenees, throes (6:93) 4 JJi jlj 
J [jjllUill if you could only see when the wicked are in 
the throes of death. 

^l?/t gk-m-z nudge, wink; squeeze; dimple; to examine, to probe an 
animal for defeets, weakness, faults. Of this root, only 
yataghdmazdn oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

jaiu yataghdmaz [imperf. of v. VI, intrans.] to wink at one 
another, to nudge one another (83:30) "f>« 'jj- 'Tj ^nd 

when they pass by them they nudge one another. 

gh-m-d to sleep, to elose one’s eyes; to let go; to be obseure; 
to travel through unehartered land; to lower the priee of goods 
beeause of their inferior quality; to ignore; to examine earefully. 
Of this root, only I tughmidU oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

tughmid [imperf. of v. trans. with prep. <^] to have the 
priee of an artiele brought down beeause of its inferior quality 
(2:267) •yt ‘J VJ Ijkkui Vj do not 

select the bad things from it [your property] for charity when you 
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yourselves would not take it [if you were buying it] without 
having its price brought down. 

?l?lt gh-m-m to cover, to conceal; clouds; obscurity, to be 
incomprehensible, to mumble; anxiety, distress. Of this root, three 
forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: ghamm six times; ^ 

ghummatun once and ghamdm three times. 

'fC. ghamm [n.] distress, anguish, sadness, grief (3:153) tat. jihti 
and He recompensed you with sorrow upon sorrow [also 
interpreted as: He rewarded you with grief upon grief]. 

^ ghummatun [n.] obscurity, source of ambiguity (10:71) V 
Zat [jk) do not let your affair [course of action] be 

something obscure for you. 

ghamdm [coll, n.] thick clouds (2:57) UiUi'j We 

caused the clouds to shade you. 

?/<blt gh-n-m sheep, to acquire sheep, to gain without trouble, to 
acquire as booty, spoils of war; to avail oneself of an opportunity. 
Of this root, three forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: 
ghanima twice, ffZa maghdnim four times and ^ ghanam three 
times. 

ghanima a [v. trans.] to take as spoils of war (8:41) I 
JjLojlTj ZAt ^ [jU o- )4«jc. Uj| know that whatever you take 
[as spoils of war], the fifth of it belongs to God and the 
Messenger. 

maghdnim [pi. of n. maghnam] spoils of war, gains 
(48:15) Ujjj Ujiklkl 'fiA lij (jjsiLni Jjaj4 those who 

were left behind will say, when you set off for spoils [in order] to 
take [ them], ‘Let us follow you. ’ 

ghanam [coll, n.] sheep and/or goats (20:18) Jla 

^jc. 14 ^ fk'jjf ‘It is my staff, ’ he said, 7 lean on it and 

I beat down leaves with it for my sheep’ (or, 7 restrain my sheep 
with it. ’) 

islolt gh-n-y to be able to do without others, to be independent, to 
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be free from want, to be self sufficient; to be rich, to enrich; to be 
beautiful enough not to have to use cosmetics; to sing; (of a 
garden) to be full of flowering trees, to flourish. Of this root, six 
forms occur 73 times in the Qur’an: taghna four times; 

ghaniyy 39 times; ^istaghand four times; ghannd 20 

times; '’aghniyd'’ four times and mughnun twice. 

taghna [imperf v., intrans.] 1 to flourish, to be in 
existence (10:24) 'cyu ‘Jk as if it had not flourished just the 
day before (or, as if it had not been in existence just the day 
before) 2 to dwell (7:92) 144 Ijjij "jJ ‘ijk as if they had not dwelt in 
it. 

JisA ^aghnd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to free someone from need, to 
make rich, to enable someone to be self sufficient (93:8) 4r-4-jj 
and did He not find you in need and make [you] 
self-sufficient? 2 to avail, to be of use (46:26) V j Ui 

‘ijx. V'j iJkjl.1-4^ but their hearing, their sights and their 
hearts availed them nothing whatsoever 3 to suffice in the place 
of something else (3:10) 1^ 5 dll Vj 14 ^ y 

neither their possessions nor their children will sujfice them in 
lieu of God [also interpreted as: they will not protect them from 
God] 4 to protect from, to defend against (12:67) 't> ‘fide, yc .1 Uj 
yo yil 7 do not protect you against anything that may befall 
you from God 5 to occupy the attention of (80:37) fidfi )4v 
5 U^ on that day each one of them will have a matter that 
concerns them [their own concerns to occupy them] (in another 
reading: Ajiu a matter that concerns him, see: 

hstaghnd [v. X, intrans.] 1 to do without, have no need 
for (64:6) 4111 IyySa they rejected [the message] and 

turned away but God had no need for them 2 to become 
self-sufficient (96:6-7) ifj "J <>44 'cfkjfi “al ^ indeed, man 
exceeds all bounds, when he thinks he has become self-sufficient! 

'ufi. ghaniyy [n./quasi-act. part.; pi. ""aghniyd"] 1 rich 
(3:181) 'yc-i j 4 ^ 4ill y Ijili yjll jy kill "il God has indeed 
heard the words of those who say, ‘God is poor, while we are 
rich’ 2 one who is not in need of others, one who is able to do 





without others *(10:68) [an attribute of God] the 

Self-Sufficient One. 

mughnun [pi. of act. part. mughnl] one who suffices 
in taking the place of another, someone protecting another against 
something (40:47) jUil llu^ lj4 (jjjil so will you take our 
place [stand in for us] in bearing a share of the Fire? (or, will 
you protect us from some of the Fire?) 

'^h/t gh-w-th to go to the aid of, to call for assistance, cry for 
assistance. Considering the uncertainty surrounding w (j) and y 
(is) when they function as radicals, there is a connection and a 
degree of overlapping between this root and the root gh- 

w-th (q.v.) resulting in classifying iIiUj yughath under gh- 

y-th but classifying 1 jjUj yughathu here. Of this root, two forms 
occur five times in the Qur’an: 1 jjUj yughathu once and tliUjljj 
dstaghatha four times. 

liiUj yughath [imperf. of the pass. v. IV tluc-l ^ughltha] to be 
succoured, to be bailed out, to be relieved (18:29) IjjUj I fntu . ) ‘Jfj 
0 jk’jll fUoj and if they cry for help they will be relieved 

with water like molten metal/tar, that scalds the faces. 

diUjL) dstaghdtha [v. X] I [intrans.] to cry for help (18:29) Ijj j 
0 jk’jll »Uj I jjUu I jiWi .. i) and if they call for relief they will 

be relieved with water like molten metal/tar, that scalds the faces 
II [trans.] to cry to someone for help (28:15) ^Uu4li so 

one of his own people cried out to him for help. 

j/j/^ gh-w-r depth, bottom, valley, lowlands, cave; to reach the 
bottom, to sink, to disappear, (of the moon and stars) to set; to 
raid; to be jealous; to go in haste. Of this root, three forms occur 
four times in the Qur’an: jlc- ghdr once; jy ghawr twice and 
cjI jU4 maghdrdt once. 

jtft ghdr [n.] cave (9:40)jUJI y Ua ij when the two of them 
were in the cave. 

jjft ghawr [v. n. used as quasi-act. part.] entering deeply in, 
(of water) sinking in the ground (67:30) I>3 Ijy. "yyU "(jj 



flu if all your water disappears/sinks deep into the earth who 
will bring you flowing water? 

cjljlxa maghdrdt [pi. of n. s jU- maghdratun] caves, caverns 
(9:57) IjJjj ji cA j! lai ji if they could 

find a place of refuge, or some caverns, or somewhere to crawl 
into, they would bolt away to it in great haste. 

o^hlt gh-w-s to dive under water, to dive for pearls, diver, a dive. 
Of this root, yaghusun and ghawwds occur once 

each in the Qur’an 

yaghus [imperf. of v. 'c^c- ghdsa, intrans.] to dive 
(21:82) -d t>j and of the devils there are some 

who dive for him. 

oaljt ghawwds [intrans. act. part./n.] a diver, one who dives 
(38:37) cK’ljc-j fljj JS and of the devils, we have 

[subjected to him] every builder and diver. 

^hlt gh-'^-t valley, lowland, to dig, to go deep in the ground, to 
relieve oneself; a place full of thick intertwined trees. Of this root, 
only iajUll '’al-ghd'’it occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

lajle ghd^’U [act. part, used as n. of place] a hollow low place in 
the open ground *(5:6) idUll iki llu one of you has just 

relieved himself [lit. one of you returned from the low land]. 

J/j/^ gh-w-l to kill hy stealth; to devour; to overwhelm, to deprive 
of reason, intoxication, materials affecting the mind or 
judgement; to seize; ghoul, troll, adder. Of this root, only J jt- 
ghawl occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

Jje ghawl [v. n./n.] intoxication, inebriation, depriving one of 
his reason (37:45-7) Jjc- 7 [...] 

a drink will be passed around among them [... ] containing 
nothing that obliterates reason and they will not be intoxicated by 
it. 


gh-^-y darkness, hole in the ground dug up as a trap for 




wolves, to lure, to mislead, to seduce; to err, to stray from the 
right path; (of young camels) to become bloated from drinking 
too much milk. Of this root, five forms occur 22 times in the 
Qur’an: ghawa three times; ^aghwd eight times; 

ghayy four times; ghawiyy once and ghdwun six times. 

j'ji- ghawd I [v. intrans.] to go astray (20:121) ^'j 
and Adam disobeyed his Lord and went astray. 

ghawiya ghawd I [v. intrans.] to suffer from 

stomach troubles (in one interpretation of 20:121) Ai'j ’^1^. 

and Adam disobeyed his Lord and suffered stomach troubles 
[as a result of eating from the forbidden tree]. 

'’aghwd [v. IV, trans.] to cause to go astray, to lead away 
from the right path, to tempt into doing wrong (38:82-3) 'AfjxA Jli 
'tyujklll J4v Vj he said, 7 swear by Your might! 

I will lead astray all of them, save for Your true servants. ’ 

^ ghayy [v. n./n.] 1 misguidedness, delusion, error (2:256) 7 
Is'jll ja [there should be] no compulsion in 

religion-true guidance has become distinct from error 2 evil; 
punishment (19:59) ^ JjaL so they will meet with evil. 

jji- ghawiyy [quasi-intens. act. part.] one who has completely 
gone astray, an erring person (28:18) (joi dLj a1 Jla 

Moses said to him, ‘You are clearly far astray. ’ 

Cjjj^ ghdwun [pi. of act. part, ghdwi] those who are in 
error, those who have gone astray (26:224) (jjjUll il jauill j as 
for the poets the erring ones follow them [their whims]. 

'^1(4It Sh-y-b the unknown, the invisible, depth of a well, to vanish, 
to be concealed, to be absent; to be doubtful; setting of the sun, 
the moon or the stars; to travel in the folds of the Earth; to 
slander, to backbite, gossip. Of this root, six forms occur 60 times 
in the Qur’an: yaghtdb once; ^al-ghayb 49 times; 

ghuyub four times; ghddbatun once; ouilc. ghdhbln three 
times and ghaydbatun twice. 

Ljljju yaghtdb [imperf of v. Vlll, trans.] to backbite, to slander 
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the absent (49:12) 11:^ j ^ V j and do not spy, 

and do not backbite one another. 

tjjil) ^al-ghayb [n.; pi. t^jjc. ghuyiib] 1 absence (12:52) 411j 

this [was] for him [my master] to know that I did 
not fail his trust in [his] absence [behind his back[\ *(4:34) 
iijUiaU. guarding their chastity during the absence [lit. 
guarding the absence] of their husbands (or, keeping their 
husbands’ secrets) 2 the Unknown, whatever is hidden, the 
unseen (13:9) JJtt the Knower of the hidden and the 

manifest, *(18:22) shooting in the dark, merely 

guessing [lit. throwing stones at something unseen] 3 the future 
(7:188) 14j jj^l iJjjjSHljV s-yill jlj and if I had 

the ability to know the future I would acquire much good and 
harm would not touch me. 

ghd'dbatun [quasi-fern. act. part.; pi. aLAc. ghd^ibdt!coW. 
n.] that which is hidden, unknown, or absent (27:75) fdc. Uj 
qxL Vj fUUl there is nothing hidden in the heavens 

or on earth that is not recorded in a clear Book. 

ki\^ ghaydbatun [n.] hidden depth, deep bottom (12:15) 

Lj^I cind they became of one mind to place him in 

the hidden depth of the well. 

gh-y-th rain, to rain, to be given rain; herbage, pasture. 
Considering the uncertainty surrounding w (j) and y {J) when 
they function as radicals, there is a connection and a degree of 
overlapping between this root and the root il/ gh-w-th (q.v.) 
resulting in classifying cjUj yughdth here but classifying 1 jjUj 
yughdthu under ebj/j- gh-w-th. Of this root, two forms occur four 
times in the Qur’an: cjUi yughdth once and '’al-ghayth three 
times. 

ih\ju yughdth [imperf. pass, v.] to be relieved [with rain and 
pasture] (12:49) a year when the people will be 

relieved with abundant rain. 

^al-ghayth [n.] rain (particularly at the time of drought) 
(42:28) "j^j IjJ=ua U i.) duill Jji jAj He it is who 
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sends rain after they have lost hope, and spreads His Mercy. 

gh-y-r to alter, to modify, to change, to interchange; to he 
zealous; to he jealous; calamities, to raid. There is a certain 
degree of overlapping and confusion between members of this 
root and those of the root Jj/^ gh-w-r (cf. '’aghdra to raid). 
Of this root, five forms occur 154 times in the Qur’an: 
yughayyir four times; Jij) yataghayyar once; mughayyir 
once; cjI jjil mughlrdt once and jjc- ghayr 147 times. 

yughayyir [imperf of v. II, trans.] to change, to alter 
(13:11) U IU V God does not change 
the condition of a people, until they [first] change what is in 
themselves. 

yataghayyar [imperf of v. V, intrans.] to change (47:15) 
cind rivers of milk whose taste had not 

changed [fresh-tasting]. 

JJiIa mughayyir [act. part] one who effects change (8:53) [jL 411j 
U \JJpu: ^ XJju \’J^ 'dL that is because 

God would never change a favour He had conferred upon a 
people unless they change what is in themselves. 

cjI mughlrdt [pi. of fern. act. part. mughlratun] 

[horses] raiding (100:2-3) pfjjiini pUjj2ni [horses] 
striking sparks with their hooves, raiding at dawn. 

jjft ghayr a negating nominal, always in a construct 
with the negated item. Semantically, it conveys various meanings, 
some of which are: 1 not (2:173) 5la jtt Vj jjc- 
but if anyone is forced [to eat such things] by necessity, not by 
desire/not wanting to transgress nor violate the norms, he 
commits no sin 2 without (2:61) oj^j and they 

killed prophets without any right, *(2:212) generously, 

without measure [lit. without reckoning^ 3 different from (2:59) 
Vjs I JiP but the wrongdoers substituted a 

saying other than that which had been said to them 4 other than 
(2:173) Jjid 50 and those [animals] over which names 

other than God’s have been invoked. 



gh-y-d den, thicket, bush, to disappear (by water into the 
soil), to recede, to dwindle, to abate, to diminish. Of this 
root, taghid and 0 ^ ghlda occur once each in the Qur’ an. 

taghid [imperf. of v. ghada, trans.] to diminish, to 
shrink, to fall short of, to fail to grow (13:8) jd U 

irijj U'j U'j God knows what every female bears, and 

that of which the wombs fall short of completion and that which 
they grow. 

ghlda [pass, v] to be absorbed, to be made to sink into the 
earth, to be made to subside (11:44) Uj l!#j 

iUoll then it was said, ‘Earth, swallow up your water, 

and sky, cease [raining]’, and the water was absorbed. 


Sh-y-?. to anger, to infuriate, to enrage, to vex, to gall; wrath, 
rage, ire, fury. Of this root, four forms occur 11 times in the 
Qur’an: kui) yaghl^ three times; kuc. ghay^ six times; 
ghdh^un once and kuij taghayyu^ once. 

i^yaghl^ [imperf. of v. ghd^a, trans.] to incense, to 
irritate (48:29) jUSlI that He may enrage the disbelievers 

with [the sight of] them [the believers]. 

ghay^ [n./v. n.] ire, fury, anger (3:134) (jjaUlI j JiiJI j 
lhIoII and those who restrain [their] anger and pardon people. 

ghdhiun [pi. of act. part. kuU. ghdhi] one who causes 
anger/infuriates (26:55) Ul indeed they have enraged 

us. 

■lajki taghayyui [v. n. of v. V] raging (25:12) fj4'jj U^ij 
they hear from it a raging and a roaring. 



^al-fa'’ the twentieth letter in the alphabet; it represents a 
voieeless lahio-dental frieative sound. 

ifa- partiele oeeurring some 2987 times in the Qur’an. It has four 
main grammatieal funetions in Qur’anie diseourse: I fa- 
eonjunetive partiele (uJac ^ja.) (alternatively termed, instrument 
of eonjunetion (e-iLc sbf), or simply eonjunetive (^Ic)). As a 
eonjunetion/fl- may denote one of three things: 1 order i.e. 
joining phrases arranged in an order refleeting the logieal or 
temporal sequenee of events. It is usually rendered in English as 
‘and’ or ‘so’. Sueh an order may be: a) meaning-related 
(28:15) “ cind Moses struck him [with his fist] 

and [thus] killed him b) narrative-related (11:45) ^ jj 

ijj\ ISj Jlii ^'j and Noah called out to his Lord, and 
said, ‘My Lord, my son is one of my family. ’ Verses in whieh a 
eonjunetive/a- appears to be joining phrases in an order eontrary 
to the logieal or temporal sequenee of events are interpreted by 
the eommentators in sueh a way as to suit the logieal order (7:4) 
ULL UUklAi 4i"ja how many a town We have [intended 

to[ destroy, so Our punishment came to it, in whieh UbJ ‘intended 
to’ is inferred (as elided) by the eommentators to show that the 
destruetive aetion was earried out only after intention had been 
expressed 2 proximate sequenee usually rendered in 

English as ‘and’ (as distinguished from protraeted sequenee 
denoted by the eonjunetive thumma (f) (q.v.), whieh is 
usually rendered as ‘then later [on]’). The proximate sequenee is 
always relative to the eontext itself and it may be one of two 
types: a) temporal, i.e. relating to the duration of time separating 


two events connected by fa-. The temporal/a- denotes immediate 
temporal proximity or direct consequence, in which case it is best 
translated by ‘and’ or merely a semi colon, for example (47:15) 
iU I jL'j and they will be made to drink boiling 
water; it will tear their bowels. In contrast, the sequence of events 
connected by fa- in the following verse takes place over a longer 
timescale and is thus appropriately translatable by ‘and then’, 
‘later on’ (23:14) l4Uic. aV. uiiij liiij aVu-.'i liVi-;. ^ 

'jiSi lii. iuLi! 14kl \dfkk then We fashioned the seminal 
fluid into a clinging clot, then We fashioned the clinging clot into 
a lump of flesh, then we fashioned the lump of flesh into bones, 
then We clothed the bones with flesh, then later on We 
constructed him into a different creation/creature. Verses in 
which both fa- and thumma appear to relate equally the same 
sequence of events as in the case of (23:14) above have been a 
subject of discussion amongst commentators, some of whom 
argue that the presence of thumma in this verse marks decisive 
stages in the development of the foetus, while fa- indicates the 
aspect of consequential, immediate, day-to-day growth, b) 
qualitative, i.e. showing grades or degrees of actions or attributes 
joined by fa-. An example of qualitative/a- is (2:26) V oj 
tjijs ^jlu U 51x0 "iji God does not shy away from drawing 

any comparison, [whether it be] a gnat and/or something beyond 
it (i.e., in smallness/largeness) 3 causality i.e., 

consequence, which occurs preceding an imperfect jUixo J»i) in 
the subjunctive (txjloio), and functions as a complement of one of 
the following: a) negation (^ii) (35:36) Vj V 

t^jli ■(> they will neither be finished off and so die, nor will 
they have its torment reduced for them b) negative command 
(prohibition) (Jfi) translatable as ‘lest’ or ‘or’ (38:26) ^ Vj 

5011 OlLiOa and do not follow personal whims, lest they lead 

you astray from God’s path c) interrogative (7:53) Ul 

01 IjiiOua iUiO are there any intercessors to intercede on our 
behalf? d) expression of aspiration or desire (^Oo) (4:73) eixS ^^0 
fojhr- fjj3 JjaO would that I had been with them, then I should 
have made great gains e) expression of hope (^Vj) (40:36-7) 
jlo 50 ] (Jj pfjlOOl LjOo! that I may reach the roads- 




the roads that lead to the heavens so I could look at the God of 
Moses f) prayer to, or invocation of, God (18: 40) "J 
laTj little fLol41 Ul u niy Lord 
may well give me something better than your garden, and send 
thunderbolts on your garden from the sky, so that it becomes a 
heap of barren dust g) coaxing or urging as in (63:10) 

which, because it is addressed to God, is given the euphemistic 
label ‘prayer’ (> Yf tfj my 

Lord, if You would only reprieve me for a little while, I would 
give in charity and become one of the righteous II connective 
particle of apodosis J i-e. particle introducing the 

second part (complement) of a protasis (conditional clause), for 
certain constructions which would otherwise be grammatically 
inappropriate in this position. This occurs when the apodosis is 
one of the following: 1 a nominal clause (6:17) "Jj 

7r .. r .. i^j and if He touches you with good 
fortune [nothing can stop it, for] He has power over all things 2 a 
verbal clause where the verb is one of the following: a) 

imperative (j^\) (3:31) 'oJ^^ bj if you love God, then 

follow me b) prohibitive (<^) (6:150) "^4^“ 5li I "ijli so if 
they testify, do not testify with them c) perfective, referring to the 
perfect tense (ojUII lW), i.e. past perfect (12:27) bjj 

'qx ja'j ei2iSa jji aa but if his shirt was tom from 

behind, then she has lied and he is one of the truthful d) 
perfective, referring to time in the future perfect aspect 
(jjawJI i.e. as if a future action has already taken place 

(27:90) jUil "f4* jkj ebSa aSjUIj ilk ’t>j and whoever comes with 
evil deeds, their faces will be cast into the fire e) coupled with a 
particle relating to futurity (5:54) ‘ify I jU'^ tjjjll l^jili 

)44h j>j4 ‘if- you who believe, whoever of 

you goes back on his religion, [should know that in his stead] 
God will assuredly bring a people He loves and who love Him f) 
with apodosis preceded by negative particle la (^141 X 
(72:13) lai'j V'j llkj ^Uj !ia b'jj Ifii whoever believes in his 
Lord need not fear loss or injustice g) one of the so-called 
aplastic verbs (sa«U. JUii), (q.v. individual entries), namely 
(bdsa) ‘how bad’, ‘how evil’; 'fiu (ndma) ‘how good’; fiasd) 
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‘maybe’; and (laysa) ‘not’ (2:271) plialoll Ijii "(jj if you 

openly give charity, it is praiseworthy. Further remarks: 1 
grammarians refer to the implied conditional (jjidi in 

which the conditional particle and protasis are omitted and only 
the apodosis is present. In these structures, the apodosis is 
preceded by a type of connective/a- that grammarians label as/a- 
whose function is to indicate the presence of an implied/elided 
conditional as in (3:60) "tjSj :ia 

[this] is the truth from your Lord [if you really believe in this] 
then do not be of those who doubt [it]. This type of elliptical 
structure is considered to carry great emphasis 2 grammarians 
consider the connective /a-(<s)=tt »U1I) as ‘suppressed’ when it 
does not occur, as it ordinarily does, in contexts such as those 
described above. Suppressed/omitted/a- in such contexts carries 
with it greater emphasis, as in (2:180) aj; ‘oj 

^ jjWJIj oujaVl'j if he leaves great wealth, it is prescribed that he 
should make bequests to parents and close relatives 3 verses in 
which fa- seems to be connecting imperfect verbs of a type not 
included in the above are usually interpreted in a way which 
conforms with the rules. For example, the verbal clause in (5:95) 
in the apodosis <111 God will inflict retribution on him, 
which is connected by fa- for no apparent grammatical reason, is 
considered to be in fact rendered nominal by an elided pronoun 
huwa (ja), thus:kio <111 [j^], which lends more emphasis to the 

statement, necessitating the inclusion of fa- kio idll "ij-j if 

anyone re-offends, then it is upon him God will inflict retribution 
[on his very person] 4 non-conditional sentences conveying an 
underlying conditional meaning often conform to the rules 
governing the inclusion of connective/a- in conditional ones. The 
subject and predicate of the non-conditional nominal sentence in 
(2:274) are connected by fa- because of the sense of conditional 
dependence between the two, thus IV lPIj 
■^' j 'Xif. )4l3 those who give of their wealth by night 

and by day, in private and in public—[surely] their reward is with 
their Lord III resumptive fa- (^lj4jl.-l), used as a conjunction in 
contexts where departures from previous themes are not complete 
(cf. wa j). It is often translatable as ‘therefore’, ‘so’, ‘considering 



that’. An example of resumptive fa- ean be found initiating 
(3:61), where the presence of the resumptive/a- links this verse to 
(3:59-60), namely: (3:59) p ^ 'jL ‘d 

‘jS. kl Jla in God’s eyes Jesus is just like Adam-He created 
him from dust, and then said to him, ‘Be’, and he was’, (3:60) okll 
"tjkj 'dSjj ■(> this is the truth from your Lord: so do not 
be one of those who doubt (3:61) U Ai "!> 5 Ui isL'k. ‘fA 

... 50 whosoever disputes with you concerning him, after the 

knowledge that has come to you, say ... IV introducing an 
explanation (^ja.L.uaj), meaning ‘rendered by’ (in one interpretation 
of 7:4) Uloh Uilai lAUkib! how many a town We have 

destroyed: Our punishment came to it ...\ so-called ‘redundant’ 
fa- (s'jjfj), or corroborative fa- prefixed to particle of oath 

sbi), emphasising the preceding argument (15:92) J4^Lui 4£'jja 
indeed, by your Lord, We will surely take them to task, all 
of them. 

ij\ji^f-^-d oven, to roast meat, to bake on an open fire or in an oven, 
raging core of an oven; throbbing of the heart. Unlike the word 
qalb (t^), the word/w^dr/ ("4ya) is not used as ‘heart’ in either the 
Qur’ an or Arabic in general to refer to the actual organ, but rather 
to the faculty of thought, power of discernment and human 
emotion. Of this root, two forms occur 16 times in the Qur’an: 
fu'’dd five times and s.5jai ’’af’idatun 11 times. 

[n.; pi. s'jai! ^afidatun] 1 heart (14:37) S-Jial J*k.li 
so make hearts of humankind turn to them’, 
*(11:120) bblya 5 U cliu with which We make your heart firm. We 
strengthen your resolution’, *(28:10) U-jli 
variously interpreted as: the mother of Moses became free of 
concern, full of fear, bewildered or, devoid of patience [lit. the 
heart of Moses’ mother became empty/void] 2 mind, intellect, 
power of discernment (16:78) saiaVlj l&Aj 

[jj’jSJS and He gave you hearing and sight and minds [lit. hearts], 
so that you might be thankful’, *(14:43) il'j* j they are devoid 
of comprehension, their hearts as air [lit. their hearts are vacant] 
3 innermost secrets (in an interpretation of verse 104:7) yki 

which rises over people’s hearts, reaches their 
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innermost secrets. 

f-^-y party, company, faction, portion, group of people; to 
split open, to cause a cleavage to appear. Of this root, two forms 
occur 11 times in the Qur’an: ^ fv^atun eight times and jtui 
ffatan three times. 

hkfi^atun [n.; dual cj^fi^’atan] 1 community, group, faction, 
company (8:19) cij'jpS "jTj Ij^ "ijTj your group will not 

avail you anything however numerous it becomes 2 army, fighting 
company, host (3:13) tSall 'JS aa there was a lesson 

for you in [the] two armies that met [in battle]. 

f-t-^ to cease, to quieten, to become still. Of this root, yjii 
tafta^’u, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tafta^u [imperf. of f-J^fati^a, a sister of kana ('o'^ cul ji.1 ;>) 
(q.v.), with the negative particle U or V omitted], to continue 
(12:85) ljj^ J ljj^ <.s^ ^ by God!— 

you will continue remembering/mentioning [lit. not cease to 
remember] Joseph until you become extremely ill, or are of the 
dead. 

^ICi/i^f-t-h aperture, space, to open; to find a way, key; to conquer, 
conquest, victory; to initiate; to adjudicate, judgement. There is a 
degree of overlapping between the two senses of ‘seeking 
victory’ and ‘seeking judgement’ because victory in battle is 
regarded as a kind of judgement between the antagonists. Of this 
root, nine forms occur 38 times in the Qur’an: '^fataha 12 times; 
^ futiha four times; ^ tufattah once; Jstaftaha three 

times; ^fath 12 times; oi=di fdtihln once; ^al-fattdh once; 
mufattahatun once and mafdtih three times. 

'^fataha a [v. trans.] 1 to open, to open up (15:14) Uka "jTj 
f U«Ul litj and even if we were to open for them a gateway 
into Heaven 2 to bestow upon, to favour with, to reveal to (2:76) 
yil ^ Uoj J4j how can you ever tell them what God has 
favoured you with? 3 to adjudicate, to judge, to decide (34:26) 
jaJj lul p Uj'j UjI our Lord will gather us together, then 
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He will judge between us justly. 

jui futiha [pass, v.] 1 to be opened (39:71) U|jj 

when they come to it, its gates are opened 2 to be let loose, to be 
loosened up (21:96) j 

until such time as [the peoples of] Gog and Magog are let loose 
and they stream swiftly out of every highland. 

juii tufattah [imperf. pass. v. 11] to be opened up (7:40) ^ V 
iJ'ji )4i the gates of Heaven will not be opened up for them. 

Hstaftaha [v. X, trans., with no direct object] 1 to seek 
victory, to pray for victory (8:19) ' jkjiSlu ]jj if you are 

seeking a victory, victory has already come to you [also 
interpreted as: if you seek judgement, judgement has already 
come to you] 2 to seek adjudication (14:15) ^ 

sfc. they asked for God’s judgement/decision, but every obstinate 
tyrant failed [also interpreted as: they asked for victory through 
God’s help, but every obstinate tyrant failed] 3 [with prep, ^jd] to 
seek or ask for triumph over someone (2:89) Ijjl£j 

I jjaS [jjill although previously they had been seeking triumph 

over those who disbelieved. 

^fath [n./v. n.] 1 victory (particularly in battle), break¬ 
through (61:13) tjJja help from God and an 

imminent breakthrough, * name of Sura 48, Medinan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to "the Triumph’ 
accorded to the Prophet 2 [with the definite article (^^)] said to 
be the Opening of Mecca to the Muslims, upon its final surrender 
to the Prophet in 10 A.H./631 A.D., having been forbidden to 
them by the disbelievers since their flight to Medina ten years 
earlier (110:1) ilk lij when God’s help comes, and 

the Opening 3 judgement, arbitration (26:118) Ikii j^li 

so make a firm judgement between me and them. 

Cup^^fatihln [pi. of act. part. ^\ijdtih] those who are able to 
judge or to arbitrate; those who are capable of opening (7:89) lij 
'jk. cAj jkLi lio’ja uij our Lord, judge between us 
and our people in truth, for You are the best of judges. 

”al-fdtihatu or ^\ljdtihatu’l-kitdb name of Sura 1, 
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Meccan sura, so-named because of its function as "the Opening’ 
sura of the Qur’an. 

^al-fattah [intens. act. part.] the Best Judge, the Best 
Arbitrator, [an attribute of God] the Opener (34:26) jAj 

He alone is the All-Knowing Judge. 

mufattahatun [pass. part, fern.] willingly opened, thrown 
open, opened wide (38:50) gardens of 

lasting bliss, the gates [of which] are thrown open for them. 

mafdtih [pi. of n. miftdh] 1 keys; responsibility 
*(24:61) [ikL U jf that which you are responsible for, that 
which you have stewardship over [lit. or that for which you 
possess keysf, *(6:59) knowledge of the Unknown 

is His domain [lit. with Him are the keys to the Unknown/the 
Hidden] 2 treasuring, storing, keeping (in an interpretation of 
verse 28:76) SjSil iAioli [jj their keep would weigh 

down a whole company of powerful people. 

f-t-r to abate, to weaken, to slacken; weakness; period 
between two events; onset of intoxication, to be tipsy. Of this 
root, three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: ojjAi yafturum, 
yufattar and s jAfatratun. 

yafturun [imperf. of v. 'J^ fatara, intrans.] to tire, to 
slacken, to let up, to desist (21:20) 'ojjAi V j they 

glorify [Him] night and day and they do not tire [of it]. 

yufattar [pass, imperf. of v. II] to be relaxed, to be 
weakened, to be alleviated (43:75) 'cij^ ^ jjsj V it will 

never be alleviated from them-they [will remain] in utter despair 
therein. 

ijikfatratun [n.] interval, period; interruption, break *(5:19) 

fjja iJc- after a break [in the sequence] of messengers, 
after an interruption [in the sending] of prophets. 

ij/Cjji^f-t-q to split, to rip open, to rent, to slash lengthwise. Of this 
root, S^fataqa, occurs once in the Qur’an. 



(Jjjifataqa u [v. trans.] to split apart, to slit open (21:30) j) 
aij lilk ‘J Ij'jak (jjJ have those who 

disbelieve not considered that the heavens and the earth were 
[once/originally] a multi-layered mass and We split them? 

i}jCiji^f-t-l to twist together, to entwine; twine, cord, thin rope. Of 
this root, Li^fatil, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

d^fatll [n.] twine, string, thread, a cord-like fibre found in the 
groove of a date stone *(9:49) V they will not be denied 

an iota [lit. as much as a piece of fibre from a date stone] of 
justice. 

CilCiji^f-t-n to purify gold and silver by smelting them; to bum; to 
put to the test, to afflict (in particular as a means of testing 
someone’s endurance); to dismpt the peace of a community; to 
tempt, to seduce, to allure, to infatuate. Of this root, six forms 
occur 60 times in the Qur’an: cS^fatana 17 times; o^futina six 
times; CjjAfutun once; Jj^fatin once; CiJ^ maftun once and ^ 
fitnatun 34 times. 

Ci^fatana i [v. trans., pass, o^futina] 1 to seduce, to tempt 
someone away from [their convictions and beliefs] (5:49) j 
<111 Jjji U ‘fc. ^Ijii "ijl and beware lest they tempt you 
away from some of what God has sent down to you 2 to put to the 
test (38:24) ilii tlu! iji'j and David realised that We 

had put him to the test, so he asked his Lord for forgiveness 3 to 
attack, to afflict, to dismpt (4:101) sDlloll 't> 1 "J ]_>21a 

IjjaS (jj^ll "(jj you will not be blamed for shortening your 

prayers, if you fear those who disbelieve may attack you 4 to 
persecute, to torture (85:10) pU-yklfj 'o4i«>ll lj:ua 'jjjll [jj those who 
persecute believing men and believing women 5 to lead into 
temptation and punishment, to delude (57:14) but 

you misled one another/yourselves. 

Cjjjifutun [v. n./pl. of n. cS^fatn or fitnatun] testing, trial 
(20:40) JaI oj*-- ekuia Ujja 21liij and We tried you [with 
various] trials, so you stayed for some years among the people of 
Midian. 
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CJ^fdtin [act. part.] one who allures, one who talks someone 
into something, one who tempts, one who corrupts (37:162-3) U 
JU-a jA Vj 'ojiuUj Juj] you cannot mislead by it [the false 
deity you worship] (or, you cannot lure to it) any but those who 
will burn in Hell. 

maftun [pass. part./v. n.] one who is deceived, one who is 
demented; one afflicted hy madness (68:5-6) 

and soon you will see, as will they, which of your two 
groups is the mad one (or, which of you [people] is the mad one). 

kttjifitnatun [n.] 1 test (8:28) ^ your possessions 

and your children are only a test 2 affliction, trial (22:11) ‘cfj 
ijc. ^ but if a trial befalls him, he reverts to his 
old ways [lit. falls flat on his face, turns back to front] 3 
persecution (2:191) and 

drive them out from where they drove you out, for persecution is 
more serious than killing 4 dissension, discord, civil unrest, 
infighting, mutiny (9:47) I they would 

have scurried around in your midst, trying to sow discord among 
you 5 temptation, allurement (2:102) Uij Sfjaj ^ 

5ti kjja [>j yet they [both] never taught anyone until they first 
said, ‘We are but a temptation-do not [fall for us and] reject the 
faith’ 6 treachery, defection, desertion (33:14) cjki ‘flj 

I jJjL P UjUasi but if it [the city] had been entered from 
[all] its sides, with them in it, and they were asked to commit 
treachery, they would have committed it. 

i^lc^li^f-t-y youthfulness, youth, to he youthful, (of an infant/child) 
to reach youthfulness; vigour, to he vigorous; to formulate an 
opinion, counsel, to counsel, to give an opinion. Of this root, 
seven forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: yufll five times; 

tastafti six times; fata four times; Cif^fatayan once; kfa 
fityatun twice; cU^fltyan once and cA^fatayat twice. 

yufll [imperf of v. IV, trans.] 1 to advise, to counsel 
(27:32) t^jj\ cjJli she said, ‘Chieftains, give me 

your counsel in my ajfair’ 2 to elucidate, to interpret (12:46) 

Joseph, the 



truthful, interpret for us [the meaning of] seven fat cows being 
eaten by seven lean ones. 

tastafti [imperf. of v. X, trans.] 1 to seek guidance, to 
seek a ruling, to ask for an opinion (4:127) Ja fUjli 

they ask you for a ruling about women-say, ‘God 
Himself will give you a ruling about them ’ 2 to seek elucidation, 
to ask for clarification (37:11) uiii. I> ^ so ask 

them: are they harder [for Us] to create or those [other beings] 
whom We have created? 

Jjifatd [n.; dual cf^fataydm, pi. (js^fityam, pi. of paucity ^ 
fityatun] 1 young man (21:60) ^ a youth called 

Abraham 2 male servant (18:60) V Jli 

Moses said to his servant, 7 will not desist [from 
journeying] until I reach the place where the two seas meet’ 3 
assistant, helper, aide (12:62) Ijiik' JlSj and 

he [Joseph] said to his aides, ‘Put their goods back in their 
saddlebags’ 4 male slave, boy slave (12:30) ‘cA '4'^ ijfjj 
5 '^ the governor’s wife is trying to seduce her slave. 

cM^fatayat [fern. pi. n.] female slaves (4:25) ‘cytj 

jX'ilV) ejilo 14 ’J and 

whoever of you who does not have the means to marry chaste, 
believing, free women, let him take [in wedlock] those which your 
right hands own of your believing slavegirls. 

f-j-j wide open space situated in a hilly area, wide paths 
situated in the valley between high mountains; sound or 
movement made by a frightened ostrich; unripeness of fruit and 
vegetables. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: '^fajj once and fijdj twice. 

'^fajj [n.; pi. fijdj] wide road in the valley between two 
mountains, mountain pass; ravine (71:20) 1^144 l^io 1 jSLul that 

you may traverse its spacious paths', *(22:27) oiot ^ jk (jjjt 
they will come from everywhere, all directions [lit. every deep 
mountain pass]. 



to gush forth, to explode; dawn, (of dawn) to appear; to 
cut, to divide, to cleave; to incline; to violate social or religious 
norms, to commit adultery. Of this root, 11 forms occur 23 times 
in the Qur’an:j.^ tqffur twice; J^fajjara five times; J^fujjira 
once; yatafajjar once; ^infajara once; jujir once; 
s fajaratun once; J^fujjdr three times; jj=i fujur once; 
tajjlr once and J^fajr six times. 

tafjur [imperf. of v. fajara] I [intrans.] to incline; to 
gush forth; to commit a foul deed, to sin, to hehave in an 
outrageous manner (75:5) 'jki ’c)^\ Jj yet man wishes 
to continue in his outrageous denial of what is before him (or, 
that which is yet to come, namely the Resurrection, Reckoning 
and Retribution or, he wishes to continue in his vice, immorality 
and unrighteousness in days to come) II [trans.] to bring forth, to 
cause to spring forth, to let gush forth (17:90) Ul 211 y 

itjii we will not follow you [go along with what you 

say] until you cause a spring to gush forth for us from the Earth. 

'Jikfajjara [v. II, trans.; pass. J^fujjira] to cause to gush forth 
(36:34) t> '44 and We have made to gush out of it 
springs of water. 

jaijj yatafajjar [imperf of v. V, intrans.] to gush forth (2:74) 
’J=^ U1 't> ‘cJfj and from the rocks there are [some] 

from which streams gush forth. 

jaill dnfajara [v. VII, intrans.] to explode, to rush out (2:60) 
lu2 sySt ttul so twelve springs gushed out of it. 

jfilfdjir [act. part; pi. fajaratun, J^fujjdr] one acting 
wickedly, and outrageously, libertine, sinner, violator of religious 
teachings (71:27) IjUS iy?.li Vj IjiL Vj and only beget sinners and 
disbelievers. 

jj^i&fujur [v. n./n.] violating God’s commands; vice, 
wickedness, immorality, unrighteousness (91:8) Uljaij lyyiU 
so He instilled into it [the capacity/conciousness for] its 
wickedness (or, rebellion) and its piety. 

jjaij tafjlr [v. n.] (act of) gushing out, exploding, bursting 



(17:91) Ijo^ and you cause rivers to gush forth 

through them forcefully. 

J^fajr [n.] 1 dawn (24:58) j^l Jj5 I> before the dawn 
prayer, *jkall name of Sura 89, Meccan sura, so-named because 
of the reference in verse 1 to the "Dawn' 2 dawn light (2:187) 

Jajll £f}i\ hjiJI (> diik until the white streak of 

dawn light becomes distinct for you from the black [lit. the white 
thread of dawn becomes distinct from the black]. 

f-j-w clear hole in a wall, (in a cave) open space, gap; to 
make a hole. Of this root, s fajwatun, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

fajwatun [n.] hole in a wall, open space (18:17) 
kio while they are in an open space of it [the cave]. 

ij-j^/^f-h-sh to be excessive, immoderate or beyond measure; to be 
foul, to be obscene, to act in an indecent way, to be shameless, to 
use obscene language; adultery, to commit adultery. Of this root, 
three forms occur 24 times in the Qur’an: fahshd'’ seven 

times; v4?.la fdhishatun 13 times and o^\'.^fawdhish four times. 

f.Htl^fahshd'’ [n.] 1 abomination, foul, vile deed (2:268) 

‘fS’jLj jiil Satan threatens you with the [fear of] 
poverty and commands you [to do] foul deeds 2 lewdness, 
fornication, adultery, immoral act, indecency (12:24) 411jk 

iUkill'j ijlJI ki. thus [We willed it[ to avert evil and indecency 
from him. 

fdhishatun [n.; pi. fawdhish] 1 foul deed, 

abomination (3:135) I^"J Ijl»i ljj those 

who, when they have committed a sinful deed or have [otherwise] 
sinned against themselves, remember God 2 adultery, fornication 
(4:15) ’(44<i kxjJ jjjh those of 

your women who commit a lewd act, call four of you to testify 
against them 3 homosexual act (7:80) t- 'qjB ^‘ja\ Jli jj jTj 
[jjJUll jki ‘ijx. and Lot, when he said to his people, ‘How 

can you practise an outrage such as none in all the world has 
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ever perpetrated before you?’ 4 indecency, immorality, scandal 
(24il9) ^ (jl ci for those 

who like to see immorality spread amongst those who believe, 
[there will be] a painful punishment. 

f-kh-r to be proud, to be boastful, to self-glorify. The 
philologists classify jUi fakhkhdr, earthenware, under this root 
presumably because of the shared radicals. It has, however, been 
suggested that the latter word is a borrowing, probably from 
Syriac. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: jj^ fakhur four times; ji.l£ tafdkhur once and jUi 
fakhkhdr once. 

jjai fakhur [quasi-act. part.] boastful, proud, vainglorious 
(4:36) fjjii VttkJo (jlS V ‘ci indeed God does not love a 

proud boastful person. 

tafdkhur [v. n. of v. Ill] vying in boastfulness and self 
glorification (57:20) ‘fdu 

know that the present life is only play, amusement, decoration, 
and competitive boasting among you. 

fakhkhdr [coll, n.] fired earthenware (55:14) o- jUjVI jk 
jUill£ J, ' .. -.! .. -. He created mankind out of dried clay, like pottery. 

isliji^f-d-y to ransom, to redeem. Of this root, five forms occur 13 
times in the Qur’an: is^fadd once; tufddu once; hftadd 
seven times; f-\'^fidd^ once and <i4fidyatun three times. 

is'^ fadd i [v. trans.] to ransom (37:107) We 

ransomed him with a momentous sacrificial animal. 

tufddl [imperf. of v. Ill is'^'^fddd trans.] to contend with 
someone in ransoming, to undertake to ransom (2:85) bjj 
JJk jilii (^'jL.1 and if they came to you as captives, you endeavour to 
ransom them. 

jji) hftadd [v. VIII, trans. with no object] to seek to ransom 
(39:47) ^ Tjiav ^ ^4 \f^ (jjjil ‘J ‘J if [all] that 

is on the earth and the like of it, on top of it, had belonged to 
those who do evil, they would have offered it to ransom 





[themselves]. 

t-\':&fida^ [v. n.] (act of) ransoming (47:4) il'ja llj) 'i) U- llli then 
afterwards [either releasing them] by grace or by accepting 
ransom. 

kljkfidyatun [n.] 1 ransom (57:15) V today no 

ransom will be accepted from you 2 [jur.] redemption, 
eompensation (2:196) 54-^ I> 

jsLu "J "J if any of you is ill, or has an ailment of the scalp 
[and thus is obliged to shave his head before the time], [he 
should pay] a compensation of fasting, or almsgiving, or offering 
sacrifice. 

cj/j/Lj f-r-t sweet-tasting water: to be weak-minded; to violate 
religious norms. The philologists appear to derive the name of the 
Euphrates river from this root, while in faet the opposite would be 
more plausible. Of this root, c^j^furdt, oeeurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

cjIjS furdt [quasi-aet. part.] sweet-tasting water (77:27) 
htja iU and We gave you to drink sweet-tasting water. 

djjj/i^f-r-th dung; emptying out the eontents of a saek or a belly; to 
inform on someone. Of this root, farth, oeeurs onee in the 
Qur’ an. 

farth [n.] dung, faeees (16:66) 

lUU. 62 We give you to drink what is from inside their bellies, 
from the midst of dung and blood, pure [clean] milk. 

^jjj^f-r-j that whieh is between the legs of a human and the hind 
legs of an animal, opening, eleavage, euphemesim for the sexual 
organs of the two sexes; hole; to open, to split, to eleave a way; to 
relieve; to set free. Of this root, three forms oeeur nine times in 
the Qur’an: ^ y furija onee; ^yfarj twiee and ^jyfuruj six times. 

'^yfurija [pass, v.] to be split asunder (77:9) eikja iULlI 14 
when the sky is split asunder. 

[n.; pi. furuj] 1 gap, rift, eleavage, hole; flaw 




(50i6) "(4^ j 2 f-Uliill Ijjii ’(jii do they 

not look upon the sky above them [and wonder at] how We have 
built and adorned it, with no splits in it? 2 the sexual organ, the 
private parts (23:5) those who guard their 

chastity [lit. sexual organs]', *(21:91) the one who 

guarded her chastity [lit. genitalia] (referenee to the Virgin 
Mary). 

^/j/Li/-r-/i joy, happiness, to rejoiee; eoneeit, pride; ungratefulness; 
afflietion. Of this root, three forms oeeur 22 times in the Qur’an: 
^yfariha 16 times; ^^farih onee and oj^^farihun five times. 

'^jfifariha a [v. intrans.] 1 to rejoiee (10:22) fSUill lij ^ 
14^ I j^jsj pij^ until you are in the ships and they [the 

ships[ sail with them [you[ with a fair wind and they rejoice in it 
2 to exult proudly (3:188) I ‘J Tjj! Uj (jjljau (jjill ^ 
fjliu ; 4 i 7 .. i\"i !ia I jk£ 71 Uoj do not think that those who exult 
in what they have done and who love to be praised for what they 
have not done—do not think they are in a safe place from torment. 

C^farih [quasi-aet. part.; pi. y farihun] 1 one who is 
rejoieing, full of joy (3:170) ‘of. <J1I Lu [yp.ji rejoicing at 
what God has given them out of His grace 2 one who proudly 
exults in personal knowledge and/or earthly fortunes, one who 
gloats (28:76) V j] God does not love those who 

gloat. 

^/jji^f-r-d to be unique, to be without peers; aloneness, oneness, to 
be single; to be separated, to be without eompanions; odd 
number. Of this root, two forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: 
kyfard three times and is'I^ffuradd twiee. 

iyfard [quasi-aet. part.; pi. isljfuradd] 1 alone, solitary, by 
oneself (6:94) ‘TSUili. LS jiTj now you have 

returned to Us alone [just] as We first created you 2 single, 
singly (34:46) ‘is'dyj "J to stand before God, in pairs 

and singly 3 ehildless (21:89) euilj Ijji V Ifj <fj tj'Aj ij ^f'jj 
"Jy- cind [mention] Zachariah, when he cried out to his 
Lord, ‘My Lord, do not leave me childless, though You are the 
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best of inheritors. ’ 

^al-firdaws the sources almost unanimously agree that this 
word is a borrowing from either Ethiopic, Syriac, Nabataean, 
Persian or, most likely, Greek, and that it came into Arabic in 
pre-Islamic times. This word occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

'’al-firdaws [n.] Paradise, a favoured part/rank/station 
of Paradise (18il07) diUk ^ cdS IjLo&j ci 

Vjj but those who believe and do good deeds will be given the 
Gardens of Paradise for an abode. 

j/j/lj f-r-r to flee, to escape, to take refuge, place of refuge; to be in 
a hurry; to shake oneself. Of this root, three forms occur 11 times 
in the Qur’an: ji/arra six times; JJfirdr four times and 
mafarr once. 

ji/arra i [v. intrans.] to flee, to fly from (62:8) bj 

kjli kio CiJj^ indeed, the death you flee from will [certainly] 
come to meet you. 

Jfrflrdr [v. n./n.] escaping, running away, fleeing; flight 
(18:18) fJ'ji had you seen them, you would 

have turned away from them in flight. 

'JU mafarr [v. n./n. of place.] (act of) fleeing; place to which 
one flees, refuge (75:10) jidl 'cfl 'fdfl (jLuVI Jj£ on that Day man 
will say, ‘Where is the escape?’ (or, ‘Where to flee?’, or, ‘Where 
is the place to escape to?’) 

(fr/jji^ f-r-sh beating of wings, spreading of wings, butterfly; to 
spread, to lay out; bedding, nest, bed; wife, husband. Of this root, 
five forms occur six times in the Qur’an: frflfarasha once; 
farsh once; (jSI ji firdsh once; oija furush twice and (jSI J fardsh 
once. 

ifrfrfarasha u [v. trans.] to spread out, to lay out, to expand 
something (51:48) lAli-S'ja and the Earth We 

spread out-how excellent is the paver! [lit. are the pavers!] 

farsh [n./v. n.; used also in the sense of pass, part.] 
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furnishings, beddings [also interpreted in the following verse as 
‘thrown down and slaughtered as sources of food’] (6:142) 't>j 

J>^jj Uja'j ^and of the livestock, [He gave 

you] beasts of burden and [beasts] as [the source of material for 
your] furnishing [also interpreted as to be sources of food]—so eat 
of what God has provided for you. 

JAj^firdsh [n.; pi. J^yfurush] 1 spread, expanse (2:22) l 54- 
Lsrji He Who made the Earth an expanse for you 2 

bedding, furnishings, couches (55:54) dJfA i> d'J ls^ 
reclining on couches lined with brocade 3 wife, mate (in one 
interpretation of verse 56:34-5) iUiij Uj with 

honoured wives/companions (or, raised couches)—We have 
fashioned [created] them anew. 

ijd^fcirdsh [coll, n.] butterflies, moths (101:4) 

the Day when people will be like scattered moths. 

(ji/ j/lj f-r-d to incise, to indent; to make obligatory, obligation, 
enforcement, enforced absence; to be advanced in years; 
appointed measure. Of this root, four forms occur 18 times in the 
Qur’an: o^'Jfarada nine times; k^Jfarldatun six times; 
mafrud twice and o^Jifdrid once. 

daj^farada i [v. trans.] 1 to make obligatory, to ordain (33:50) 
Ulia'ja U oa We know what We have made 
obligatory upon them concerning their wives 2 [jur.] to make a 
specific commitment, to assign, to fix (a dowry) (2:237) ‘(jjj 
U <■ i' .. ^3a ‘Skj d (j* jaSILi but if you 

divorce them before consummating the marriage but after fixing a 
dower for them, then [give them] half of what you had 
[previously] fixed 3 to make lawful, to sanction (66:2) ja 

kkj God has sanctioned for you [believers] the undoing 
of [such of] your oaths 4 to make binding upon (28:85) 
jUx (jlijill He who has made the [teachings in the] 

Qur’an binding on you [Prophet] will return you to an appointed 
time/place 5 to undertake (2:197) ‘cy^ cijU jko 

J V V j V j cja'j 5li the pilgrimage [takes place] during 

prescribed [lunar] months—so whoever undertakes the pilgrimage 
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in these months should not speak indecently, misbehave or 
quarrel [on the pilgrimage], 

farldatun [functioning as pass, part.] I [nominal] 
something made obligatory, something apportioned by law, 
something binding or incumbent (4:24) V j 

jkj but there is no sin for you in what you do by mutual 
agreement after [fulfilling] the obligation II [adverbially] 
obligatorily (4:24) ^kajja ^ Jukkokl Ika such of 

those [wives] as you have enjoyed-give them their dues, as an 
obligation (or, if you wish to enjoy women through marriage, give 
them their dower-this is obligatory). 

mafrud [pass, part.] made obligatory or binding; 
apportioned, appointed (4:7) 'Jk j! kio ti tk," a portion 

from it, be it small or large, a legally specified share (or, 
obligatory share). 

farid [quasi-act. part.] (of cows) being very old, 
advanced in age (2:68) 411j [jk "jL Vj jU V s'jk t^jj it is a 
cow [which should be] neither too old nor too young, but 
in-between. 

L/j/i_i f-r-t to precede, to be at the fore; to be in excess; to neglect, 
to inadvertently allow to escape; to compete. Of this root, four 
forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: k’ji yafrut once; i.j3 
farrata five times; mufratun once and 1^’jifiirut once. 

hjsu yafrut [imperf v., intrans. with prep.<^] to hasten and do 
an evil action, to do a bad thing before reflection *(20:45) UiUj Uj] 
UJt iiji we fear he may hasten to punish us. 

farrata [v. II] I [intrans. with prep. (^] 1 to be remiss, to be 
careless (39:56) fdll cjk'ji U jc. tj'jkkU woe is me for having 

neglected what is due to God 2 to be wasteful with; to fail to act 
in the proper way, to be wanting as regards carrying out one’s 
duties (12:80) k and before that you were 

careless of [your duty to] Joseph II [bans.] to leave out, to 
overlook, to neglect (6:38) f^^ I> Uk'ja U We have not 

overlooked anything in the Book. 



mufratun [pi. of pass. part, mufrat] abandoned, 
wasted (16:62) jUll ‘J ^ there is no doubt that 

the Fire is theirs—and that they will be abandoned [there]! 

iaj^furut [v. n.] excess, neglect, failing, abandoning, 

shortcoming (18:28) U=ja and his doings have become 

rife with shortcomings. 

jji^f-r-^' to be tall, to grow high; (of a tree or mountain) the upper 
part; to climb. Of this root, ^yfar‘' occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^jkfar'' [n.; coll, n.] upper part, branch; branches (14:24) 
f ^ '4=-j 2 j like a good tree whose root is firm 

and whose branches are [high] in the sky. 

Cij^jjj'-i f-r-’^-n Pharaoh; to act tyrannically, to oppress; sagacity, 
intelligence, cunning; crocodile. Some philologists derive 
fir‘'awn from this root, but the majority recognise it as a 
borrowing from the language of the Copts, with other meanings, 
presumably, derived from it. Of this root, oj^ J fir‘awn, occurs 
74 times in the Qur’an. 

fir‘awn [n.] Pharaoh, king of Egypt (10:79) Jlij 
^and Pharaoh said, ‘Bring me every learned 
sorcerer. ’ 

^Ifi^f-r-gh wasteland, space, emptiness; width; to be empty, to be 
unoccupied, to be free; to finish, to be devoted. Of this root, three 
forms occur six times in the Qur’an: faragha twice; 

"ufrigh three times and ^ Jifdrigh once. 

'^fifaragha u/a [v. intrans.] to become vacated; to take leisure; 
to complete an assignment, to become free of tasks, to free 
oneself of all duties (94:7) Clajli lili when you have 

completed [one task] toil [in another]-, *(55:31) We shall 

take you to task [lit. we will free ourselves exclusively to you\. 

‘ufrigh [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] 1 to empty, to pour out 
(18:96) Ijja? kfc. ^jif bring me copper [molten metal]-that I 
may pour over it! 2 to grant, to bestow, to vouchsafe (7:126) l£'j 





liL j- jii our Lord, bestow steadfastness upon us. 

^J^fdrigh [quasi-act. part.] unoccupied, deserted, empty, 
desolate *(28:10) U.jli ilya the heart of Moses’ 

mother became carefree, full of fear, bewildered or, devoid of 
patience [lit. became empty]. 

j/ oji^f-r-q to scatter, to disperse, to spread over a period of time; to 
separate, to distinguish, to cause to be distinct; to split; to 
discriminate; opening between the front teeth; group, faction. Of 
this root, 17 forms occur 72 times in the Qur’an: ijjfaraqa three 
times; yafraqun once; ij'ji yufraq once; jja farraqa nine 

times; OAjajla fdriquhunna once; jjii tafarraq eight times; jja 
farq once; Sj^firq once; ^‘^firqatun once; Sj^firdq twice; culijU 
fdriqdt once; liijifarlq 29 times; iJLy farlqdn four times; 
furqdn seven times; jjjaj tafrlq once; mutafarriqun once 

and mutafarriqatun once. 

(jjAfaraqa i [v. trans.] 1 to split, to part (2:50) jj j 

and when We parted the sea for you [also interpreted as: by your 
going through it, i.e. used you to part the sea] 2 to spread over a 
period of time, to give something in instalments or in several 
parts; to make distinct (17:106) iUfja WdJtj it 

is a Qur’an/Recitation that We have revealed in parts, so that you 
recite it to people at intervals 3 to judge between, to arbitrate 
(5:25) ^ cPj j ffiy Lord, I 

have control only over myself and my brother, so judge between 
the two of us [also interpreted as: separate between us and these 
disobedient people]. 

yafraqun [imperf. of v. ijjfariqa, intrans.] to fear, to 
take fright, to run away (9:56) but they are, in fact, 

people who take fright. 

yufraq [pass, imperf.] to be made distinct; to be decreed, 
to be decided (44:4) ^ [a night] in which every 

matter of wisdom is made distinct. 

farraqa [v. II, trans.] 1 to fragment, to split into fragments, 
to divide, to splinter (6:159) till Ijjis'j Ijs'ja (jjjll those who 





have splintered their religion and become factions 2 to make a 
distinction between (2:285) 'ifk ifjj V we make no 

distinction between any of His messengers 3 to sow dissension, to 
cause discord (2:102) 'c^ so, 

from these two, they learn that by which they can cause discord 
between a man and his wife. 

(jj^fdriq [imper. v. Ill, trans.] part from, separate from (65:2) 
^jj^j ‘tj*jajli j! ^‘tj* jL 2«U I ili when they have 

completed their appointed term, either keep them honourably, or 
separate from them honourably. 

j'jii tafarraq [v. V, intrans.] 1 to part, to separate from one 
another (4:130) ijii tfjai jfj but if they [husband and 

wife] do separate, God will provide for each out of His plenty 2 to 
become disunited, to split into factions (3:105) I jaj£ Ijjjkj Vj 
eijlu2l ^ I> Ijaiti-fj do not be like those who, after they 

have been given clear revelation, split into factions and fall into 
disputes 3 [with prep, j to divert, to lead away (6:153) ‘jj 
(jc. (jjiia (JiLJill 1 loA this is My 

path, leading straight, so follow it, and do not follow [other] 
ways-they will lead you away from His way. 

S^farq [v. n.] distinguishing, separating, discriminating 
(77:1—4) ^ q ■ j by 

the emissaries sent forth in swift succession, then violently 
storming, then scattering far and wide, then distinguishing 
separately. 

ifj^firq [n.] section, division, side (26:63) 

so it parted-each side like a mighty mountain. 

'^^firqatun [n.] party, group, company (9:122) [> jij Vjla 

4i"ji so if only a [single] party out of each group of them 
were to go forth. 

firdq [v. n.] separation, severance (18:78) S'J 
he said, ‘This is the parting between you and me. ’ 

CiXkJl fdriqdt [pi. of fern. act. part, kiji fariqatun] ones who 
discriminate; ones who separate, ones who sort out (77:1^) 
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J/J/^ 

^ q ■ ^la^Utlla li^_)c. j Jyy thc 

emissaries sent forth in swift succession, then violently storming, 
then scattering far and wide, then distinguishing separately. 

(^ftfarlq [n.; dual fariqdn] 1 group, faction (42:7) jjjs 
ij 6iJj one group is in the Garden and one group is in 
Hellftre', *(11:24) the two groups (an epithet for the 

believers and the non-believers) 2 some, section (2:188) Ujjs I 

J'^l ‘ijx. that you may usurp some of other people’s 
property sinfully. 

Cfiftfurqdn [v. n./n.] 1 the criterion for distinguishing right 
and wrong, a standard by which to discern the true from the false 
(8:29) Ula ja I jSS "(jj if you remain conscious of God, He 

will give you a criterion of discrimination [between right and 
wrong]-, *(8:41) eft >11 the day of decision or, the day when the 

truth was distinguished from the false [interpreted as either: the 
day when the Muslims and Quraysh fought their first battle at 
Badr (in the year 2 A.H./623 A.D.), or (3:155, 166) the day when 
the armies of Quraysh and its allies fought the Muslims in the 
battle of ^uhud (in 3 A.H./624 A.D.)] 2 (possibly) body of 
religious teachings, guidance *(2:53) 'u'^jilfj >^$11 ft liuld 4j 
f4kl remember when We gave Moses the Scripture, and the 
guidance that you may find the right way 3 the Qur’an, the 
Differentiator (25:1) IjAs »l»il J> ^Tjti 

exalted is He who has sent down the Differentiator to His servant 
that it/he may be to all beings a warner, * name of Sura 25, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Scripture that Distinguishes Right from Wrong’. 

ijiJitafrlq [v. n.] sowing dissension (9:107) IoAlIj 
>io>ll >“>5j r>kj and those who built a mosque [in an 

attempt] to cause harm, disbelief and dissension among the 
believers. 

ftftft mutafarriq [act. part.; fern. mutafarriqatum, pi. 

ijftjCu. mutafarriqun] 1 different (12:67) ft'ft ft but 

enter through dijferent gates 2 several; divided (12:39) ftfft 
jl^ill ft 'ijftjft would several gods at variance be 




better or God, the One, the All-Powerful? 


Ajjji^f-r-h to be good-looking, to be accomplished, to be active. Of 
this root, oAj^jdrihTn, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

sjli fdrih [quasi-act. part] skillful; fine, comely (26:149) 
[jjAjla uj^j ^nd you carve out of the mountain [side] 

fine dwellings. 

j/j/iJf-r-y to cut, to chop, to tear up; to acquire riches; to fabricate, 
to feign, to forge, to invent. Of this root, eight forms occur 60 
times in the Qur’an: '’ifiard 49 times; isj^ yufiard twice; 

»lj^l ^iftird^ twice; isj^ muftard twice; muftaraydt once; 

muftarl once; muftarun twice and ^fifariyyan once. 

jji\ dftard [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to forge, to fabricate, to make 
something up (11:35) pj Ja maybe 

they will say, ‘He has made it up’—say, ‘If I have made it up, upon 
me falls my own crime’ 2 to commit an abomination (4:48) I>j 
UJi aaa 5 dllj ‘AjJi but anyone who assigns partners to God 

has concocted a tremendous sin 3 [with prep. <^] to attribute 
something to someone falsely (17:73) IjilS "ijjj 

i'j^ lilt ^ 5 jjaal [Prophet] the disbelievers planned to tempt you 
away from what We revealed to you, so that you would attribute 
to Us some other [revelation]. 

f.\Jk\ dfiird^’ [v. n.] forgery, calumny, false representation, 
false attribution (6:140) J4ajj 1- and [they] 

fobade that which God provided them, falsely attributing [all 
this] to God. 

muftarl [act. part.; pi. CijJ^ muftarun] inventor of 
falsehood, forger, one who fabricates (11:50) 'ujJ^ Jui! bj you 
are nothing but fabricators. 

jfisu muftard [pass, part.; fern. pi. muftaraydt] 

invented, fabricated without foundation, forged (28:36) la* U Ijlla 
Vj they said, ‘This is nothing but forged magic. ’ 

'(jfifariyyan [quasi-act. part.] great, wonderful, amazing; 
contrived, shocking, unprecedented (19:27) iji pi?- Ijlla 




Ijja they said, ‘Mary, you have done something terrible!’ [also 
rendered by commentators as: wonderful, unheard of, strange, of 
great magnitude, of great gravity, something false]. 

J/j/Li f-z-z to unsettle, to dislodge, to frighten, to disturb; to 
overcome; to ooze. Of this root, two forms occur three times in 
the Qur’an: 'J^yastafizz twice and ‘’istafziz once. 

jiauu yastafizz [imperf. of v. X, trans.; imper. jjaul-l ^istafziz] to 
unsettle, to dislodge, to scare away, to unsettle (17:103) ‘j i'jti 
Ajtio ‘tjxj sUf jcJl 't> "fA jiul^ so he wanted to dislodge them 
from the land, but We drowned him and those with him together. 

^ljl^f-z-‘’ to be frightened, to be afraid, to take fright. Of this root, 
three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: three times; 

ty fuzzi^’a once and ^yfaza‘’ twice. 

j^jfifazi^a a [v. intrans.] to take fright, to be terrified (38:22) ij 
)4j^ Ijkj when they entered upon David, and he 

became afraid of them. 

'^^fuzzi^a [pass, of v. II., with prep. I>] to take someone’s 
fear away, to wipe out terror (34:23) Jli IiU Ijlli ^ja Ijj 

‘^'j until, when terror is lifted off their hearts, they say ‘What has 
your Lord said?’ 

^'jfifaza‘’ [n.] terror, fright (27:89) ^ >14-1> 

whoever comes with a good deed will be 
[rewarded with] something better, and be secure from fear on 
that day, *(21:103) jiVl variously interpreted as: blowing of 
the trumpet heralding the Day of Resurrection, Hellfire or, death 
[lit. the greatest Terror]. 

f-s-h to be wide, to be spacious, to be roomy, to make room, 
clear open space. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: ^ff^yafsah twice and tafassah once. 

yafsah [imperf. of v. trans.] to make room, to make space 
(58:11) ^ Ijk-ali ^jkliu Jja if it is said to 

you, ‘Make room for one another!’ in assemblies, then make 
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room, and God will make room for you. 

tafassah [imper. of v. V, intrans.] make room for one 
another (58:11) I ^ IjklUu Jja lij Ijiol'd you 

who believe, if it is said to you, ‘Make room for one another! ’ in 
assemblies, then make room. 

^l(jMji^f-s-d to corrupt, to spoil, to decay, to fall into disorder, to be 
perverted, to be wicked; to make trouble. Of this root, five forms 
occur 50 times in the Qur’an: '^fasada three times; i-al ^ of soda 
15 times; jUa fasad 11 times; mufsid once and 
mufsidun 20 times. 

iui fasada i/u [v. intrans.] to become corrupt, to fall into 
disorder (2:251) 5 UII SfjTj if it were 

not for God’s repelling some by means of others the Earth would 
become corrupted. 

iui) ^afsada [v. IV] I [with prep. intrans.] to act corruptly, 
to play havoc, to cause damage (2:30) Jli ij j 

I when your Lord told the angels, 

7 am putting a successor/representative on earth’, they said, 
‘How can You place on it someone who will cause damage?’ II 
[trans.] to corrupt, to throw into disorder, to ruin (27:34) [jj 
141 ** ^ 1 * j-44! I jL'j |jj whenever kings/wealthy 

people enter a city, they corrupt it and make the noblest of its 
inhabitants debased. ’ 

A^fasad [v. n./n.] 1 mischief, wrongness, destruction, 
causing corruption (5:32) Uu&i l4=jVi j! ^ Jjij llii 

lh‘41' whoever kills a person—not [in retribution] for [the 
killing of[ another nor for spreading corruption in the land—it is 
as if he has killed all humankind 2 disorder, corruption (8:73) 

4jji VJ IjjaS those who 

disbelieve are allies of one another-if you do not do it [what you 
have been commanded to do[, there will be persecution in the 
land and great corruption 3 physical damage, drought, death, 
malfunction, scarcity of goods (30:41) U<u J4i'j j4l 'j«i> 

CiLS corruption has appeared on land and sea 
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[everywhere] because of what people’s own hands have earned 
[i.e. done]. 

Auiii mufsid [act. part.; pi. mufsidun] mischievous, 

destructive, corrupting person, someone who eauses disruption, 
someone who spreads corruption, ruining, causing corruption 
(18:94) ^J tiJrh ‘cj indeed Gog and Magog are 

causing destruction in the land. 

f-s-r to explain, to interpret, to explieate, to elueidate. Of this 
root, ji-ii tafsir occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tafsir [v. n. of v. II] explanation, interpretation, 
elueidation (25:33) ^luL. Vj d\jjL Sfj they 

never offer an argument to you without Our bringing you the 
truth and a better explanation. 

f-s-q the old expression cjal.4 (fasaqat ^al-rutabatu) 

‘the fresh, ripe-soft date emerged out of its skin’, is often quoted 
as an illustration for the central meaning of this root, namely, 
something coming forth from another (mainly in a had or corrupt 
manner). The Qur’an extends the original meaning to include the 
concept of acting outside moral and social norms in general and 
violating Islamic teachings in particular. Certain actions of 
Muslims, as well as non-Muslims, are described as (fisq). All 
aetions deserihed as jiS (kufr) (q.v.) ean also he deserihed as fisq, 
hut not viee versa (see shirk). Fisq is used to describe aetions 
widely ranging from those as drastie as denying God, to much 
lesser ones such as eyeing up a woman lecherously. Other 
derivative meanings include disobedience, breaking away from 
social norms and deserting the eommunity. Of this root, five 
forms oecur 54 times in the Qur’an: S^fasaqa 10 times; S^fisq 
three times; fdsiq twiee; cuvla fasiqun 35 times and 
fusuq four times. 

iff^fasaqa u/i [v. intrans.] 1 to reject God’s message (6:49) 

I jjl£ Uoj LiliJI as for those who rejected 

Our signs, torment will afflict them for that which they rejected 2 
[with prep. I>] to deviate from, to disobey a command of God 
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(18:50) 't> 'o^ 'o^\ Vj Ijikl-I Vj 

5 Uj anc? We said to the angels, ‘Prostrate yourselves before 
Adam, ’ and they prosrated themselves, except ^iblls-he was one 
of the jinn and so deviated from the command of his Lord 3 to act 
in an abominable manner, to act corruptly, to cause corruption 
(17:16) I ji-aa Uj-i ^ja ‘j Ua'J Ijjj and if we desire to 

destroy a town. We command the affluent of its inhabitants, and 
they commit abominations in it. 

t^fisq [v. n./n.] violating religious teachings, acting outside 
God’s command (6:121) ^ jSi Vj do 

not eat [the meat] of [that] over which the name of God has not 
been invoked, for that would be violating God’s command. 

^^^fusuq [v. n./n.] 1 acting in deviation from the Faith, 
acting in a way which is not commensurate with the teachings of 
the Faith, ungodly act, breaking a law (49:11) 'cAi ' JyA Yj 
(jUjVl iu jjloall and do not revile one another by nicknames- 
how evil an attribute is ungodliness after belief 2 breaking the 
rules, disobedience, crime (2:282) V j ‘JAA Yj ‘jAfp lij I 

tjjA kila I jkii ]jj j have witnesses present whenever you 

trade with one another, and let no harm be done to either scribe 
or witness, for if you did [cause them harm], it would be a crime 
on your part. 

(jA^Jdsiq [act. part.; n.; pi. jdsiqun] 1 non-believer in 
God, one who rejects God’s message, godless, atheist, infidel 
(32:18) l%-«la (jlS ‘cfS. li<i> 'u'4 is someone who is a believer 
equal to someone who is a rejecter of the faith? 2 apostate, 
deserter of faith, rebel, rebellious (9:84) r4 cijU 4a.! Yj 

[jjijli j IjjUj 5 dj2jj ASa I JJS. ‘fAi Yj never pray over 

any of them who die, and never stand by his grave-they have 
rejected God and His Messenger and died as deserters of the 
faith 3 one who acts in a way which is not commensurate with the 
Faith, lawbreaker, heretic (57:16) ijj biK ijjb Yj 

tiLia iloVl they should not be like 

those who were given the Scripture before, for whom the time 
became too long, so their hearts hardened, and many of them 
were rebels 4 unreliable and untrustworthy person, troublemaker 
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(49:6) I jjija tjoj "(jj I jiol'd (jjJ you who believe, if an 

unreliable person brings you news, check it first. 

f-sh-l to be weak, to be lazy; to be faint-hearted, to be 
cowardly; to fail. Of this root, iiA^fashila, occurs three times in 
the Qur’an. 

d^fashila a [v. intrans.] 1 to fail (8:46) LjAjj'j IjUka IjL'jUjV'j 
and do not dispute [among yourselves], for you will fail and 
your power will desert you 2 to weaken, to lose heart (3:122) 4 
"J ijlkjUa tiwk remember when two groups of you were 
about to lose heart. 

^/(j^li^f-s-h breaking of the dawn light; to be eloquent, to express 
oneself clearly. One form of this root, '’afsah, occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

'’afsah [elat.] more/most able to express oneself, 
more/most eloquent (28:34) UUJ ja JjjIa and my 

brother Aaron is more eloquent than I in speech. 

f-s-l distance between two objects, barrier, separation, to 
separate, to disjoint; elucidation; adjudication, judgement; 
discrimination; meaning; piece; clan. Of this root, 10 forms occur 
43 times in the Qur’an: fasala five times; fassala 14 

times; S-^fussila three times; J^fasl nine times; fdsilin 
once; J^fisdl three times; fasllatun once; tafsll five 

times; mufassal once and mufassaldt once. 

(f^fasala i [v. intrans.] 1 to set out (2:249) jJ kjlj ei.jlL Ilk 

bj when Saul set out with his forces he said to 
them, ‘God will test you with a river’ 2 to leave behind or depart 
from a place (12:94) Jljji ijli jj?J 1 llTj then, 

when the caravan had left [the town] behind, their father said, 7 
perceive Joseph’s scent’ 3 to decide on a matter, to judge 
(between) (32:25) ^ ’^4-“ j* 4£j it 

is your Lord who will judge between them on the Day of 
Resurrection concerning that in which they differed. 
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Jlas fassala [v. II, trans., pass. fussila] 1 to detail, to 
enumerate (6:119) aaj 5011 'jSi I jikt v! Uj 

/row can you not eat of that over which the name of God has 
been invoked, when He has detailed to you that which is 
forbidden to you? 2 to expound, to elucidate, to explain (7:52) jSTj 
^ jj ^ »laL^.a uIjSj We have brought them a 

Scripture-which We explained on the basis of knowledge as a 
guide and mercy 3 to make understandable, to clarify (41:44) (/j 
kiUli ejLi>a Vjl Ijilal 114^1 Ulija iUIaik had We made it a 
foreign Qur’an, they would have said, ‘If only its verses had been 
made understandable!—foreign [speech] and an Arab [audience/ 
messenger]?!’ 4 to be made distinct (41:2) IJjS. 

'oJ^ j.jal a Book whose verses are made distinct as a 
proclamation in Arabic for people who understand', * eaLoa name 
of Sura 41, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verse 3 to a Book whose verses are ‘Made Distinct ’. Also called 
^ or ^ soaUl (see: ^ hd-mlm and s-j-d). 

S^fasl [v. n./n.] 1 judgement, decision (42:21) ^ 'I'jkj 

had it not been for the Word of Decision [that final 
judgement is postponed until the Day of Resurrection], judgement 
would already have been made between them', *(77:38) J."jj 
Day of Judgement, Day of Decision, Day of deciding judicially 
between what is true and what is false', *(38:20) J-^a 

variously interpreted as: decisive, distinct or, clear speech, speech 
that is capable of distinguishing between what is false and what is 
true, capable of ending disputes, sound judgement [lit. 
decisiveness, distinctiveness or, clarity of speech] 2 [adjectivally] 
decisive, final (86:13) J-^a JjSl 4] it [the Qur’an] is a decisive 
statement. 

Cjik^^fasilln [pi. of act. part. iJ^^^fasU] arbitrators, decision¬ 
makers (6:57) 'ujLalali j4- j* j Vj oj judgement is 

for God alone-He tells the truth, and He is the best one to decide. 

if^fisdl [v. n./n.] weaning (an infant from suckling the 
breast) (31:14) cjfhc. AJU-aaj Jaj Uaj kiLa. his mother 
carried him, weakening increasingly [lit. with weakness upon 
weakness], and his weaning was in two years. 
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(./O-S/Li 


A^i^fasllatun [n.] family, the nearer or nearest of one’s 
kinfolk, clan, subtribe *(70:13) 5 'jib-aaj his nearest and 

dearest [lit. his kinfolk who gave him shelter}. 

tafsil [v. n. of v. II] 1 detailing (17:12) 
and everything We have elucidated in clear detail 2 
elucidation, expounding (6:154) Z<Lu LjI^I uils p 

JSl then We gave Moses the Scripture, perfecting 

[Our favour] for those who do good, and clearly explaining 
everything. 

(S‘^ mufassal [quasi-pass, part; fern. pi. mufassaldt] 1 

clear, elucidated, detailed (6:114) Jjji jA j He 

it is who has sent down to you the Book, clearly elucidated 2 one 
after the other, over a period of time, in succession, distinct 
(7:133) CS3L^ jiilj oUjLlI uLjti and 

so We let loose on them floods, locusts, lice, frogs, blood: distinct 
signs. 

f-s-m to crack, to subside, to split without completely 
separating, (of a house) to collapse; (of rain) to abate, (of a 
favour) to be withdrawn. Of this root, '’infisdm, occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

jiLuaii' dnfisdm [v. n.] breaking, separating (2:256) jiki [>a 

V aaa Pjc.LL11j so whoever 

rejects false gods and believes in God has taken hold of the 
firmest handhold that will never break [lit. for which there is no 
breaking}. 

f-d-h to expose, to uncover, to subject to shame, to 
scandalise, to give a bad name to, to defame. Of this root, 
tafdahun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tafdah [imperf. v., trans.] to put to shame, to disgrace 
(15:68) 5li ‘ci he said, ‘These are my guests, 

so do not disgrace me. ’ 


f-d-d layers of rock lying one on top of another; to 
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separate, to break open, to scatter, rock breakage; silver (said to 
be broken from rocks); to disperse; to give generously; (of water) 
gushing. Of this root, two forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: 

1 ^infaddu three times and <^fiddatun six times. 

^infadda [v. V, intrans.] 1 to scatter, to disperse (63:7) 
djdj ^Jc. I jaffi V it is they who say, 

‘Do not spend [anything] on those who are with God’s 
Messenger, so that they may [deforced to[ disperse’ 2 [with prep. 

to rush to (62:11) '} '"Jj 'Tj yet 

they rush towards trade or diversion whenever they observe it, 
and leave you [Prophet[ standing [alone]. 

fiddatun [coll, n.] silver (9:34) (jiiirj 

those who store up gold and silver. 

^lijali^f-d-l remnant, remaining part, extra part; virtue, favour, high 
rank; excessiveness; idle curiosity. Of this root, five forms occur 
104 times in the Qur’an: S-^faddala 16 times; S-^fuddila once; 
yatafaddal once; J^fadl 84 times and tafdll twice. 

S^faddala [v. II, trans.] 1 to favour, to bestow favour on, to 
prefer (7:140) oidt*!! when He has favoured you over 

all other people 2 to cause to excel, to make better than, to make 
exceed (13:4) all of 

which are watered with the same water, yet We make some of 
them excel over others in taste/yield. 

yatafaddal [imperf. of v. V, intrans. with prep. Jisd\ to 
raise oneself above others, to assume superiority over (23:24) li* U 
‘ij Vj he is merely a mortal like you, trying 

to gain some superiority over you. 

S^fadl [n.] 1 grace, favour (2:64) 5 dll Vjla 

had it not been for God’s grace and mercy on you, you 
would certainly have been lost 2 bounty, free gift (73:20) 

and others travelling through the 
land [lit. hitting the road] seeking God’s bounty 3 benefit 
(4:73) eiiis kiuj [jkj [i [jlk [jjlj 

yet if a benefit comes to you from God, he is sure to say, as if 
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there had been no affection between you and him, ‘How I wish I 
had been with them [you]’ 4 munificence, compassion, charity 
(2:237) Vj Ij£<j ‘ffj waiving [your right] 

is nearer to godliness, so do not forget charity amongst 
yourselves 5 merit (7:39) 'ct^ ciJlij 

and the first of them will say of the last, ‘You had no merit 
whatsoever over us. ’ 

tafdll [v. n.] (act of) preferring, favouring, raising 
oneself above all others, causing to excel (17:70) "jJklaJLaaj 

Uik ‘(fu. and We favoured them above many of those whom 
We created, with a marked favouring. 

jlijoji^f-d-w wide open space, to go out into the open; to be empty; 
to reach out to, to break the barriers between, to become close to; 
to occupy the space of Of this root, ^afdd, occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

"afdd [v. VI, intrans.] to break the barriers between, to 
occupy the space of, to become adjacent to, to come close to 
*(4:21) you have slept together [lit. one of you 

has come close to the other]. 

jjLji^f-t-r fungi; nature, instinct; to crack open, to rend, to split; to 
bring out; to fashion; to break the fast. Of this root, six forms 
occur 20 times in the Qur’an: 'j=&fatara 10 times; ‘’infatara 
once; J=\lfdtir six times; » fitratun once; futur once and 
jLii munfatir once. 

jsifatara u [v. trans.] to create, to fashion (6:79) 

I turn my face towards Him who created 
the heavens and the Earth. 

jaij) dnfatara [v. VII, intrans.] to split apart (82:1) lij 
djjLajl when the sky splits apart. 

fdtir [n.; act. part.] creator (12:101) j jLU 

Creator of the Heavens and the Earth, * name of Sura 35, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
‘Creator of the Heavens and Earth’, also called (see 
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j/e/^ 


m-l-k). 

5 jakfitratun [n.] creation * the genesis of ereation, the 

original unadulterated nature of things, natural disposition (30:30) 
tjLit 'jiai (^1 5011 i'jLi Uji. tjjill JJU 50 set up your face [set 
your purpose] to the religion, upright-fthis is] the natural 
disposition God instilled in humankind. 

*jUaijVI "’al-^’infitdr name of Sura 82, Meeean sura, so-named 
beeause of the referenee in verse 1 to the sky being "Split Apart’. 

jfh&futur [v. n.] flaw, inadequaey, defeet (67:3) ^ 

jjlss lS d* ^jli (3^ lA ^ 

He who created the seven heavens one above the other; you will 
see no disparity in the creation of the Beneficent, so look around 
you—can you see any flaw? 

Jaik munfatir [quasi-aet. part] split rent apart (73:17-18) 

^ lljO; J-Ojll a Day that will turn children grey¬ 

haired, [a Day] in which the sky will be split apart. 

Ja/la/Li f-^-i thiek, tarnished matter taken from a eamel’s belly; to 
split open; to be rough, to be rude, to be ill-tempered. Of this root, 
oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

.laa fa^^ [quasi-aet. part.] uneouth, rude, gruff, harsh, foul- 
mouthed (3:159) ^ITp. I> IjliaiiV LLa csA ‘flj had you been 

foul-mouthed, hard-hearted, they would have dispersed from 
about you. 

(il^l^f-‘’-l to aet to do, to work, to labour, to toil. Of this root, eight 
forms oeeur 108 times in the Qur’an: Jxi fa‘’ala 85 times; L!?i 
fu^’ila three times; lA^fiH onee; ^fa^’latun onee; onee; 

cJxMfaHlin eight times; Jt^fa’^’^dl twiee and maful seven 
times. 

Jai fa’^ala a [v. trans.] 1 to do (2:197) <111 ‘of. Ijkii Uj 

whatever you do of goodness, God is fully aware of it 2 to eommit 
(3:135) ^^^11'j^ aVu i i la <111 >iia*il 1 j^^lh jl A .ti-fcla l^^lks llj jjj^lj those 

who, when they have committed a sinful deed or have [otherwise] 
sinned against themselves, remember God, so they implore 




forgiveness for their sins 3 to behave (27:34) I jLk'j lij 

'tjjii 211 jSj 141 *! Sjt! I ji 4 .j U J£^\ whenever kings/wealthy 
people go into a city, they corrupt it and make the noblest of its 
inhabitants debased—that is how they [always] behave. 

d^fudla [pass, v.] to be done (34:54) jk [ifi uk as 

was done to those of their kind before [them]. 

fid [v. n.] doing, aeting, working, performing (21:73) 
tiii JoJI and We inspired them to do good deeds. 

'<Stlfa‘'latun [n. of unit] (one) deed, an aetion (26:19) 41jlka eaka'j 
[jjjaKlI ejji j ejki and you did that deed of yours, that you 
did, while you were one of the disbelievers! 

i^'^fddl [aet. part; pi. J'ddtin] acting, doing something, 
performing (18:23) lie- 411j I shall be doing that tomorrow. 

Jjlfa‘'‘'dl [intens. act part.] one who is most able to do, one 
who is most able to act or carry out (11:107) jjJ td Jlla 2 £'j 
your Lord is sure to carry out whatever He wills. 

maful [pass, part.] being done or carried out (33:37) [j'4j 
V jiilo 5 dll ’ji and God’s command is sure to be carried out. 

2 / 1 ^/i^f-q-d to lose, loss; to seek, to search, to research; to inspect 
Of this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: nafqid 
twice and iaiu tafaqqada once. 

^nafqid [imperf. of v. trans.] to lose, to miss (12:71) Ijlli 
liU IjLal'j and they turned and said, ‘What are you 
missing?’ 

iSki tafaqqada [v. V, trans.] to inspect, to review, to survey 
(27:20) isf V U Jlaa Jill iaiuj and he inspected the birds 
and said, ‘How is it that I do not see the hoopoe?’ 

f-q-r vertebra; breaking of vertebra; calamity; want, to lack 
something, poverty, the poor, needy. Of this root, four forms 
occur 14 times in the Qur’an: Jifaqr once; j^faqlr five times; 
(■\J&fuqard^ seven times and ij\^fdqiratun once. 
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J^faqr [n.] poverty (2:268) fUikillj 
Satan threatens you [with] the [fear of] poverty and commands 
you [to do] foul deeds. 

j^faqir [n.; quasi-act. part; pi. Jifuqard'’] 1 poor (4:135) "(jj 
4ilU I'jj^ j! "tjk) whether the person in question be rich 
or poor, God is the more able to take care of either 2 one who is 
in need of something, one lacking or devoid of something (28:24) 
^ cjTjjl U1 Lj'j my Lord, I am in need of whatever 

good thing You may send me 3 [jur.] destitute, a person qualifying 
for alms on the grounds of owning nothing or owning far less 
than his daily needs, and who is so abstemious that he does not 
beg (thus considered to be in a worse situation than the 
miskln (q.v.)) (9:60) ejlLlall Uj] charity is only for 

the destitute, the poor ... 

i jili fdqiratun [act. part, fern.] (something that breaks the 
vertebra) devastating calamity (75:24-5) "J fLtji Jjkjj 

s'jSli and [some] faces on that Day will be sad and despairing, 
perceiving that a great calamity will [therein] befall them. 

f-q-^" truffle; brightness of white or yellow; to pop, to 
explode, bubbles; devastating calamity; poverty. Of this root, |*Jli 
fdqi‘', occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jl^fdqi^" [quasi-act. part.] bright (of yellow) (2:69) s'ji 
yii a yellow cow of bright hue. 

a/j/lj f-q-h to understand, to learn, to acquire knowledge; 
comprehension. Of this root, two forms occur 20 times in the 
Qur’an: tafqah 19 times and yatafaqqah once. 

Aiii tafqah [imperf. of v. trans. -^faqiha] 1 to comprehend, to 
understand (11:91) JjSj 11- kaijl^we do not understand much 
of what you say 2 to be aware of, to be conscious of (17:44) o- ‘Jfj 
there is not a single thing that 
does not celebrate His praise, though you are not aware of their 
praising. 

Aiiu yatafaqqah [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to endeavour to gain 
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understanding, to seek learning (9:122) jSJ ‘of. 'Jj Vjla 

ijjill I if only a party out of each group of them should go 

forth, that they may gain sound knowledge of the religion. 

j/t^/Li/-k-r thought, reflection, idea, to think, to reflect. Of this root, 
two forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: jka fakkara once and 
I tatafakkaru 17 times. 

fakkara [v. II, intrans.] to think, to ponder (74:18) jSa kij 
joa'j He thought and planned. 

jiku yatafakkar [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to contemplate, to 
reflect, to meditate (3:191) pl'j24l (jjjkij and they 

reflect on the creation of the heavens and earth. 

(4/d/iJ f-k-k to dissemble, to dismantle, to separate, to free from 
bondage; to be weak; jaw. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: 'diafakk and oki munfakkln. 

'Skfakk [v. n.] freeing, setting free, untying *(90:13) 
freeing of a slave [lit. untying of a neck]. 

iMjut munfakk [act./pass. part.] one who ceases an action, one 
who desists, one who leaves off, one who lets go of; something 
untied (98:1) jkjlj 

^44' those who denied [the truth] of the People of the Book and 
the idolaters would never desist till the Clear Sign came to them. 

AjSjiJf-k-h (of a she-camel) to produce plenty of milk; fruit; to jest, 
to have a sense of humour; to be kindly; to enjoy something, to 
live in luxury; to be regretful. Of this root, five forms occur 19 
times in the Qur’an: tafakkahun once; fakihin once; 

fdkihun three times; fdkihatun 11 times and ^fja 
fawdkih three times. 

tafakkahun [imperf. of v. V aSsj tafakkaha with the 2”^ 
person prefix j elided] to wonder, to muse; to be gripped by 
remorse, to be shocked, to wail (56:65) jkka 14LLk iL-j "jl 
'dJ^ if We willed, We could turn it [your harvest] into debris, so 
you would continue wondering. 
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J/J/^ 

CiU^fakihln [pi. of quasi-intens. act. part. fakih] exulting; 
free from strains, rejoicing above measure, cheerful, jesting, 
joking (83:31) I jjjiil IjjJijI lij'j and when they return to 

their own people, they return, rejoicing [at the expense of the 
believers], 

C^f^^fdkihun [pi. of act. part.^U/aki/i] one who eats fruit; one 
who is enjoying good living, rejoicing (36:55) oj 

dkA the people of Paradise today are happily occupied. 

<^\ifdkihatun [coll, n.; pi. fawdkih] fruit (43:73) 

[jjlktj t^lo and in it there will be for you abundant fruit 

from which you eat. 

Cfl^fuldn (see dJ^f-l-n). 

^/iSj^f-l-h tiller of the land, cultivator of plants, to cultivate, to 
plant; to succeed, to prosper; to remain; to cut, to break; to 
negotiate, to mediate. Of this root, two forms occur 40 times in 
the Qur’an: ^aflaha 27 times and oj=^ muflihun 13 times. 

jjiai ^aflaha [v. IV, intrans.] 1 to prosper (20:64) oTj 

and whoever prevails today is sure to prosper 2 to succeed, 
to fulfil one’s purpose (20:69) Uij IjkLa U UiJj 21^ ^ U ijij 
<_ 5 ji dii. ^ Yj j?.!— 24 throw down what is in your right 

hand, it will swallow up what they have produced-they have only 
produced the tricks of a sorcerer—and a sorcerer will not succeed, 
wherever he goes 3 to come to good (18:20) "(jj 

liji ljj I jkJiu 'dj d "(4jJ4ju ji if they should discover you, 

they will stone you or make you revert to their religion, then you 
would never come to any good. 

muflihun [pi. of act. part. ^4^2 muflih] those who are 
successful, achievers, those who prosper (58:22) fdll V>- bj 
[jjkJilll indeed, the party of God, those are the successful ones. 

ij/dj^f-l-q to split, to cleave, to crack, to open up; fault, rift, cleft; 
section, part; (of light) to show through; (of seed) to sprout. Of 
this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 



once; falaq once and S^faliq twice. 

(jiijl '’infalaqa [v. VII, intrans.] to divide, to open, to part 
(26:63) (jKa jliili and it [the sea] parted, and 

each part was like a great mountain. 

falaq [v. n./n.] Assuring, fissure; breaking of the dawn; 
Creation; the distinction between right and wrong, truth and 
falsehood (113:1) (jiill Vjj ^cJa say, 7 seek refuge with the Lord 
of daybreak (or, creation)’-, * oJall name of Sura 113, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verse I to the 
"Daybreak’. 

ij^fdliq [act. part.] one who splits something open, one who 
causes something to split open (6:95) 22=21 jila <21 hi it is 

God who causes the seed and the fruit-stone to split open 
{germinates them]. 

d/J/Lj f-l-k star orbit; sea wave, sea-faring ships, boats; boundary; 
round and flat hillocks, rounded breasts; buttocks. It has been 
suggested that the meanings of ‘boat’ and ‘ship’ associated with 
this root are borrowed from Greek, either directly or through 
Akkadian. Of this root, two forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: 
^fulk 23 times and Mfalak twice. 

i^fulk [fem./masc. coll. n. (no sing.)] 1 ship; ships, sea-faring 
vessels; shipping in general (45:12) M 

6 jlj 5 ui it is God who has subjected the sea to you-ships sail on it 
by His command 2 [with the definite article] Noah’s Ark (11:38) 
kio I 5u"ja ko 5uk ‘jlo ukj 'Jm then he started to build 
the Ark, and every time a group from his people passed by him 
they made fun of him. 

‘^falak [n.^] orbk (36:40) Jjlll Vj jlil 41 ji "J 7 

jiUa JSj J^\ it is not for the sun to overtake the 
moon, nor can the night outrun the day-each floats in an orbit. 

f-l-n [the forms fuldn, feminine fuldnatun, and the 
abbreviations Ja fulu and fuld are derived from this (what 
should be described as) hypothetical root.] Of this root, fuldn, 
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occurs once in the Qur’an. 

C^fulan [masc. sing., fern, ^'^fuldnatun] unspecified person; 
a substitute for the proper name of a man, so-and-so (25:28) 

lili woe is me! If only I had not taken so-and-so as 

a friend! 

^ICij^f-n-d branch, to branch out, faction; to be weak of mind or 
body, to become senile; to lie; to refute, to dispute; to err; to fall 
into factions, to take refuge. Of this root, oj^ tufannidun, occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tufannid [imperf of v. 11, trans.] to refute, to deny; to 
describe as senile (12:94) "J tA I sense 

[find] Joseph’s scent, even though you may think I am senile. 

Cilol^f-n-n branches of a tree, locks of hair; variety, type, variation 
on a theme, types of expression, people of various backgrounds. 
Of this root, ohat '’afndn, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

(IjUi) ’’afndn [pi. n.; sing, fanan or (ja fann] branches, 
varieties (55:48) hfjj the two with hanging branches. 

j/Ci/^f-n-y to perish, to expire, to pass away, to come to an end; 
large, open courtyard. Of this root, cAfdnin, occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

A^fdnl [act. part.] one that perishes, subject to death, mortal, 
perishable (55:26) ‘A everything on it [the Earth] will 

perish. 

to understand, to comprehend. Of this root, (^/aMama, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

f^fahhama [v. 11, doubly trans.] to cause someone to 
understand something, to cause someone to comprehend 
something (21:79) Ulx4i2 and We made Solomon understand 
it [the case[. 

CjjjjiJf-w-t to bypass, to miss, to escape the notice of, to ignore; to 



accuse falsely; to vary greatly, to be flawed; to be inadequate. Of 
this root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: cAifdta three 
times; c^^fawt once and cUjUj tafdwut once. 

CiMfdta u [v. trans.] to bypass, to miss, to pass away from, to 
escape someone or something (57:23) Sf j U jc. Sf 

1 jk'jii so that you do not grieve for that [benefit] which 
escapes you nor exult in what [gain] He gives you. 

Ci^fawt [v. n.] escape (34:51) !ia I jLji ij ‘fij if you 
could only see when they become terrified [by death/ 
resurrection?], there will be no escape. 

cjjUj tafdwut [v. n.] disparity (67:3) cUjUj I> ij ls'J 1- 

you will not see any disparity in the creation of the Lord of 
Mercy. 

^/j/lj f-w-j group of people; running fast; clearing between two 
heights; waft of fragrance; (of a she-camel) being fat. Of this root, 
two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: ^fifawj three times and 
jrljsi ^afwdj twice. 

tfj^fawj [n.; pi. '’afwdfi group of people, company of 
people, crowd, a drove (78:18) (jjjS jjLJI ^ on the 
Day when the Trumpet will be blown and you will emerge [from 
your graves] in droves. 

jjj/iJf-w-r to boil over, to gush out; to spread smells; to erupt with 
anger; (of heat) rising, to increase in intensity, swelling; 
immediacy. Of this root, two forms occur four times in the 
Qur’an: Jifdra three times and Jfifawr once. 

jAfdra u [v. intrans.] 1 to boil over, to erupt (11:40) 14 

jjSlI jlij U’jLi! until such time as Our command came to pass, and 
the earth’s surface (or, the furnace, or, the spring of water) 
erupted 2 to boil, to heave, to blaze forth (67:7) j t^i I 
jjjj they will hear from it a deep inhaling as it boils up. 

jji fawr [n.; v. n.] the present time (in which there is no 
tarrying), immediacy, haste *(3:125) they come to 

you instantly [lit. in their haste!immediacy). 





725 


J/j/lj f-w-z perilous desert, a place of danger; to attain one’s desire, 
to succeed, safety, victory, gaining, success, achievement, a place 
of safety. Of this root, five forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: jU 
fdza three times; Jja/awz 19 times; oJydfd^izun four times; jU- 
mafdz once and mafdzatun twice. 

j^fdza u [v. intrans.] to triumph, to succeed, to achieve one’s 
goal (33:71) ^ I>j whoever obeys God 

and His Messenger will truly achieve a great triumph. 

jji fawz [n.; v. n.] victory, success, triumph; succeeding, 
triumphing (9:111) jjill j* 211 jj ^ (^ill Iso 
rejoice in the bargain you have made [with God]—that is the 
supreme triumph. 

Cj fd^’izun [pi. of act. part, ji'j/a-’/z] winners, those who 
triumph, successful people (24:52) ^j^'jj ^ 0-j 

(jjjjliil JJk ^Iji whoever obeys God and His Messenger, stands in 
awe of God and keeps his duty to Him-those [he] will be the 
triumphant. 

jU4 mafdz [v. n.] winning, success, gaining, fulfilment (78:31) 
ljUlo d for those who are aware of God, there will be 

supreme fulfilment. 

S jU4 mafdzatun I [n.] distance far enough from danger, place 
of safety, safe place (3:188) do not deem 

that they are in a safe place from the Torment II [v. n.] 
succeeding, triumphing, achievement (39:61) Ijail (jjill ^11 J:dij 
but God will deliver those who took heed of Him by virtue 
of their success. 

Q^a/jji^f-w-d to suhmit to, to authorise; confusion, to he disorderly, 
anarchy; negotiation, exchange of ideas, consultation; also said to 
include: making clear the discourse. Of this root, ^4=^1 '’ufawwid, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'ufawwid [imperf of v. II. trans., with prep. <^j] to 
suhmit something to, to entrust something to, to commit to 
(40:44) l 4 =j 2 |j Jjai U (jj’jkiLa [one day] you will 

remember what I am saying to you [now], so I commit my case to 
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God. 

ij/jl^f-w-q up, above, on top, beyond, to reach the top, to gain on; 
to surpass, to excel; to regain consciousness; to hiccup; to gasp; 
the time between two milkings of a she-camel in a single milking 
session, periods of time within the span of one night; poverty. Of 
this root, three forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: jUl ^afdqa 
once; 3^fawq 41 times and J ^fawdq once. 

(jtii ""afaqa [v. IV, intrans.] to come round, to regain 
consciousness, to recover (7:143) 41:1^ Jli (ju! ^ 

and Moses fell, unconscious, and when he recovered said, ‘Glory 
be to You! ’ 

(j^fawq [adv. of place] 1 above, over (43:32) Jja lii'jj 
cw and We raised some of them above others in rank 2 
(physically) on, upon (12:36) Ijji. Jja I saw 

myself carrying bread on my head 3 upon, in addition to, above 
(16:88) JidI '4'^ JJkljjj ‘fc. I I JjS. (jjill for those 

who disbelieved and barred others from the Way of God We will 
add torment upon torment 4 more than (4:11) Jja iUj oli 
and if they be females more than two 5 beyond, more (in respect 
of a certain quality or value) (2:26) U ‘j V ‘ci 

tjijs ^jiu God does not shy away from drawing any 
comparison, [whether it be] a gnat and/or something beyond it 
(i.e., in smallnessAargeness). 

(j/i'j^fawdq [v. n.] brief delay, pausing, postponement (38:15) 
jjfja 141 U sVfj Vj fVy* U'j those are waiting for 
nothing but a single blast for which there can be no 
postponement. 

^IjJi^f-w-m except for f^fawwama, to bake (bread), it is rare to 
find any form of this root except ^^fum, the meaning of which is 
disputed by philologists (see below for the various suggestions), 
ja/iim occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

fum [coll, n.] plants (in general), wheat, ears of corn, 
chickpeas, bread, grains in general (or most probably) garlic 
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(2:61) 

l«X-aj j SO call upon your Lord for us to bring out for us some of 
what the Earth produces—its herbs, its cucumbers, its garlic, its 
lentils and its onions. 

A/jji^f-w-h mouth, to utter by mouth; to speak out, to be eloquent; 
gluttony; gossip; the first part of a road, river or valley. Of this 
root, two forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: li/a once and oljil 
^afwdh 12 times. 

li/d [n. (always in construct in the accusative U Jd 

(nom.ji/w, gen. fi)\ pi. oljil ^’afwdh] 1 mouth (13:14) 
ila flloll like someone stretching forth his two palms towards 
the water that it [the water] may reach [for] his mouth [by its 
own volition] 2 words of the mouth (9:8) 

they give you satisfaction with [words from] their mouths, but 
their hearts refuse. 

fi preposition occurring some 1692 times in the Qur’an and 
conveying a multiplicity of meanings, of which are the following: 
1 in (30:2-3) e/lc. the Byzantines have been 

defeated in a nearby land 2 inside (33:51) (_si U iill j God 
knows what is inside your hearts 3 on (11:6) Vj I> l-j 

Ijijj 5 dll there is not a creature on the Earth except that its 
provision is God’s concern 4 within (a period of time) (30:3^) 
tjjj^ ^ itj 'ijx. JJk'j but they, after having been 

defeated, will become victorious within a few years’ time 5 during 
(2:203) ejrj/iix ^ aJUI \jjkilj remember God during the 
appointed days 6 with, in the company of (7:38) aa Ijilal Jli 

(jajVlj cjLi. He will say, ‘Enter in the company of 

communities that preceded you, [communities] of jinn and 
mankind’ 7 among (27:12) ^ja'j pUi ^ [these are] 

among nine signs [that you will bring] to Pharaoh and his people 
8 because of, for (12:32) that is he whom you 

blamed me for 9 concerning, about (2:139) d'j jAj UjjkU^I J5 
■^'jj say [to the people of the Scripture[, ‘How can you argue 
with us about God when He is our Lord and your Lord?’ 10 on 
(20:71) cidll ^ and I will crucify you on the trunks 



of palm trees 11 to, towards, into (14:9) "^4 Ijj'ja they 

were unable to give an answer, they were unable to argue, they 
tried to suppress their anger, or, they tried to hide their laughter 
[lit. they put their hands in/over their mouths^ 12 from within 
(16:89) a day [will come] 

when We raise up from within each community a witness against 
them from amongst themselves 13 to (in an interpretation of verse 
17:72) ^ 'cfs [>j those who 

are blind to this life are likewise blind to the Hereafter, and even 
further off the path 14 in comparison with (9:38) 14a 

tJJa Vj s'ji-Vl the enjoyment of this world is, compared with the 
life to come, nothing but a small thing 15 [with v. trans.] for 
emphasis, corroboration (11:41) 144 1 jjkjl board it [the Ark]. 

‘Sji^ji^f-y-^ shade, the movement of shade; to return; to take shelter 
in the shade, to recover from anger; spoils from battle; taxation; 
flock of birds; company of people. Of this root, three forms occur 
seven times in the Qur’an: ^li/d-’a three times; »lii ^afa^’a three 
times and yatafayya'’ once. 

4ti/d'’a i [v. intrans.] to return (49:9) 14*12=.] cji) "ijli 

5 dll j4i ^ (^1 1 jhlii but if one [of the two parties] 

wrongs the other, fight the one who has done wrong until he 
returns to God’s commandment. 

4lii •^afa^’a [v. IV] to grant as spoils of war (59:7) jc. <111 »li! U 
(^jill Ja! 5 dj 4 'j whatever spoils God turned over to His 
Messenger from the inhabitants of the villages. 

yatafayya'’ [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] (of something) to 
cast (its shades) from one side to the other (16:48) U 
501 r44. JjUOJIj tjiOll cA ^ do they not ponder 

the fact that whatever things God has created that cast shadows 
all around [lit. to the right and to the left]—all submit [lit. 
prostrate themselves] to Godl 

Q^a/f^/i^f-y-d large mass of water, people moving in great numbers, 
to overflow; to speak at length. Of this root, two forms occur nine 
times in the Qur’an: tafld twice and (44=a] '’afadtum seven 



tafid [imperf. v. intrans.] to overflow (5:83) ij'J‘ 

I ja'jt Cm (> you will see their eyes overflowing with 
tears because of the truth they recognise [in it]. 

(Ja'iM ^afdda [v. IV] I [intrans.] 1 [jur.] to surge, to move en 
masse *(2:198) Ijji when you [the pilgrims] surge 

down all together from ‘'arafdt (at the sunset of the 9* day of the 
month of Dhu’l-Hijjati on the way baek to Meeea, where the 
annual Pilgrimage is eventually eoneluded three days later) 2 
[with prep. to aetively engage in (10:61) ij US Vj 

^ but We are witnesses over you when you are engaged in 

it II [trans.] to pour, to bestow, to grant (7:50) "J fUl (> U^ I 
yil Cm grant us some of the water, or some of the sustenance 
God has granted you. 

(ijjji^f-y-l weakness of the body, laek of wisdom; to rebuke; to 
give bad eounsel. Philologists derive the word L]^fil, elephant, 
from this root, although it has been suggested that it is a 
borrowing from either Persian or Aramaie that eame into Arabie 
in pre-Islamie times. Of this root, Jjs fil, oeeurs onee in the 
Qur’an. 

(i^fll [n.] elephant (105:1) u£'j J»i UuS 'j, have 

you not seen [considered] how your Lord dealt with the People of 
the Elephant? (referenee here is made to events that happened in 
570 A.D., the year of the Prophet’s birth, when the army of 
Abraha (a Christian ruler of Yemen), whieh ineluded war 
elephants, marehed to attaek Meeea in order to destroy the Ka‘’ba 
and divert pilgrims to the new eathedral in San‘a. The destruetion 
of this army is eited here to eneourage the believers and warn the 
disbelievers); * name of Sura 105, Meeean sura, so-named 
beeause of the referenee in verse 1 to "the Elephant’. 






(Jliil ^al-qaf is the twenty-first letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
sound rendered nowadays by master Qur’an readers as voiceless 
uvular plosive, although it is described as voiced in the sources. 

L)JJ^ Qarun a proper name occurring four times in the Qur’an and 
recognised by the philologists as being of foreign origin. Of the 
four Korahs mentioned in the Bible, the name and story of Qarun 
correspond to the name and story of Korah (son of Izhar, the son 
of Kobath, the son of Levi) who was leader of the famous 
rebellion against his cousins, Moses and Aaron, in the wilderness, 
and who, together with his followers, was burned and swallowed 
by an earthquake as a punishment from God (Num. XVI and 
XXVI.9-11). 

Qarun [proper name] Korah (28:76) I> 'cP- 'djji hi 
Qarun was one of Moses’ people, but he 
transgressed against them. Qarun is described in the Qur’an as 
being so rich that it took a group of strong men just to carry the 
keys to his treasury. Though people envied him his wealth, he 
was arrogant and rebelled against God, Moses and Aaron, 
declaring that he had been given his wealth on account of the 
knowledge he possessed, and forgetting the many generations 
before him who were mightier and wealthier than him but were 
destroyed. In retribution God caused the earth to swallow him and 
his treasure, thereby proving that wealth is a responsibility and 
the Hereafter is a reward only for those who do not exalt 
themselves above others or cause corruption in the earth 
(28:76-83). 
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LilS ^a/ functions in the Qur’an as: 1 opening verse of Sura 50. In 
addition to the general opinions concerning letters used in similar 
positions within the Qur’an (see jll '’alif-lam-ra), the opening 
verse of the sura is also said to mean: ‘wisdom’, ‘the matter has 
been decided’, or to be a name of a mountain encompassing the 
world (50:1) 6 Qaf, by the glorious Qur’an 2 name 

of Sura 50, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verse one to the letter ’Qaf. 

C/'^/J q-b-h to be or become bad, evil, foul, ugly, unseemly; to 
chase away, to repulse, to curse. Of this root, op- maqbuhln 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

maqbuhln [pi. of pass. part. maqbuh] one who is 
removed from all that is good; driven away; cursed; made ugly 
(28:42) 'op- jjLii 'ffj ^ in this world 

We sent after them a curse, and on the Day of Resurrection they 
will be among those removed from all that is good. 

j/lj/ J q-b-r grave, tomb, cemetery, to bury, to entomb. Of this root, 
four forms occur in eight places in the Qur’an: '’aqbara once; 

qabr once; jjja qubiir five times and jjli- maqdbir once. 

jjai '’aqbara [v. IV, trans.] to cause to be buried, to hand over 
someone for burial, to cause burying to be the norm (80:21) p 
i'jdl then He causes him to die and be buried (or, made burial the 
norm for humankind). 

qabr [n.; pi. jjjS qubur] tomb, grave (22:7) ‘j'j 

jjiall and surely God will raise those who are in the graves. 

maqdbir [pi. of n. maqbaratun] graves, burying 
places; cemetery, graveyard *(102:2) jjlidl ’pjj until you go 
into your graves [lit. until you visit the cemeteries]. 

0 “/v/j q-b-s flame, fire, firebrand, live coal, to try to aquire fire; to 
seek knowledge, to acquire knowledge; to adopt; good 
countenance. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: (_vujsj naqtabis once and qabas twice. 
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o-jjSj naqtabis [imperf. of v. VIII, intrans.] to seek or acquire 
fire or light from a live fire source (57:13) ejlSalill j (jjailill Jji J."jj 
■^jjj Ijxoli jjjJi on the day the hypocrites, men and 

women, will say to those who believe, ‘Wait for us! Let us kindle 
[light for ourselves] from your light! ’ 

qabas [n.] firebrand taken from fire, a lit kindling switch 
(20:10) fjb e^Liuli 7 perceive afire, perhaps I 

may bring you a lit piece of kindling from it. 

(j^/v/j q-b-d fist, handful, handhold, to take a handful; to contract, 
to seize, to grab; to control; to depress; to fold up, to drive fast. 
Of this root, four forms occur nine times; in the Qur’an: 
qabada five times; qabd once; qabdatun twice and 
Via'jjio maqbudatun once. 

qabada i [v. trans.] 1 to seize, to take hold of (20:96) 
Jjlo'jll jmI ■(> so I took a handful from the footstep of the 

Messenger 2 to contract, to draw in (25:46) Ujij 

then We gradually draw it towards Us, little by little [lit. with a 
slight drawing] 3 to fold up, to close (67:19) \‘jji 

'cf^j pliU-a do they not see the birds above them spreading and 
closing [their wings]? 4 to straiten, to hold back, to withhold 
(2:245) it is God who withholds and 

bestows, and it is to Him that you [will] return', *(9:67) 

‘^4 they are tight-fisted [lit. they close their hands]. 

qabd [v. n.] contracting, drawing in (25:46) lil] 

11:45 then We gradually draw it towards Us, little by little [lit. 
with a slight drawing]. 

qabdatun I [unit, n.] a handful (20:96) ^ I jj2^ "4 '4; 

Jjljl' iililaa 7 saw something they didn ’t and so 7 took 

a handful [of dust] from the Messenger’s tracks II [v. n.] 
grasping, power (39:67) Ikul- the whole 

earth will be His grasp (or, in the palm of His hand), on the Day 
of Resurrection. 

maqbudatun [pass. part, fern.] (of securities, monies or 
the like) taken in hand, taken into possession (2:283) Uj 



"Jji, ja UjIS "fJj if you are on a journey, and cannot 
find a scribe, something should be handed over as security. 


J/tj/j q-b-l facade, face of a mountain, front; encounter, to face; 
opposite; openly; to come, approach; before; to accept, to receive; 
direction; midwife; to consent, willingness; to be pleasing; to 
compare; to kiss, kiss; section, type, sort, group, tribe; squint; 
power, capacity; surety, guarantor; spontaneous; possibility. Of 
this root, 15 forms occur 313 times in the Qur’an: yaqbal 

three times; yuqbal six times; ^aqbala nine times; iS^ 
taqabbala six times; tuqubbila four times; Jjli qdbil once; 
qabiil once; mutaqdbilin four times; mustaqbil once; 

qiblatun seven times; Jjjs qabll twice; qabd^’U once; l@ 
qubul three times; l@ qibal four times and qabl 261 times. 

yaqbal [imperf. of v. trans.; pass. v. iSfi yuqbal] to accept 
(42:25) jAj He it is who accepts repentance 

from His servants. 

jil ^aqbala [v. IV, intrans.] 1 to come (12:82) (k jk 

Uj j 144 Ua! (^1 'j4*irj 14^ ask the town where we have been, 
and the caravan we came with, indeed, we are truthful 2 to 
approach, to draw near (28:31) V'j Moses, draw 

near, and do not fear 3 to face, to turn to (52:25) fiddf fAj 
odd they turn to one another, questioning 4 to enter, to 
rush in (51:29) ^ his wife then rushed in with a 

loud cry. 

taqabbala [v. V, trans.; pass. v. iSA tuqubbila] 1 to accept, 
to receive (46:16) I jLt U SAu 2121J these are the 

ones from whom We accept the best of what they have done 2 to 
hear, to answer, to grant (14:40) l^'j jdfi I>j Vj 

f tc.i iS^j Lord, make me constant in performing the prayer, and of 
my ojfspring too, our Lord, accept my petition. 

(JjIS qdbil [act. part.] one who accepts, one who receives (40:3) 
u'jjll djlsj tjill jilc. For giver of sins and Accepter of repentance. 

JjjS qabiil [v. n.] accepting, receiving (3:37) 
so her Lord accepted her with gracious favour. 
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J/v/j 

mutaqdbilin [pi. of act. part. mutaqdbil] facing one 
another, face to face (15:47) ^jc■ Uji.) J? I> jj^ to li'jjj 
[jjJjlixo and Wc will remove from their hearts whatever rancour 
there is; like brothers they shall be on couches [set] face to face. 

mustaqbil [act. part.] facing, fronting, approaching from 
the front (46:24) Ija Ijlli ijlj llJa 

when they saw it [the punishment] as a traversing cloud coming 
towards their valleys, they said, ‘This is a traversing cloud that 
will give us rain! ’ 

^ qiblatun [n.] 1 Qihla, a prayer direction, the direction 
Muslims face when praying (2:144) UISj ja 

Ulk="jj many a time have We seen you [Prophet] turn your face 
from one side to the other, gazing into the sky, so We are turning 
you towards a prayer direction that pleases you 2 faith, belief, 
way of worship (2:145) 41^ I jik U I yf 'oiii' c2u'i [jjJj 

ijku ^ U'j cjjl U'j yet even if you brought every 

proof to those who were given the Scripture, they would not 
follow your faith (or, prayer direction), nor will you follow theirs, 
nor indeed will any of them follow one another’s creed (or, 
prayer direction) 3 a place of worship (10:87) ^ I and 
make your houses places of worship. 

Jji qabll [n.] 1 group, faction, host (7:27) I> j* 

J4jjjj V ciiy^for he and his forces see you from where you do not 
see them 2 variously inteipreted as: face to face; surety or as one 
group in verse (17:92) ^4 '} '.V..i5 624 clkdj uk iUUl Kf“n '} 

'± 1 ^ or make the sky fall on us in pieces, as you have 

claimed could happen, or bring God and the angels [before us] 
face to face. 

qabddl [pi. of n. ^ qabllatun] tribes (49:13) 

I ja'jtjul Jj12j and We made you into nations and tribes that you 
may know one another. 

qubul I [n.] the front side, the front part, the forefront 
(12:26) jAj Jja I> Ss (jlS ‘jj if his shirt has 

been torn from the front, then she has spoken truly and he is one 
of the liars II [used adverbially] 1 in front, in plain sight 
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(6:111) u jk uykj ji'jA ;4:isj '^\ Ufj: \2 % 

"J Vj I ^ jj'^ even if We sent the angels down to them, 
and the dead spoke to them, and We gathered all things right 
before them, they still would not believe, unless God so willed 2 
variously interpreted as: in various types; face to face; in the 
future in verse (18:55) Ijj ‘j 
5Ua ulijl "J ^ "J ‘f^Jj now that guidance has 
come to them, what stops [these] people believing and asking 
forgiveness of their Lord, unless it be that the norms [governing 
the life] of the ancients come to them or the chastisement is 
coming to them face to face (or, in various types)? 

d^qibal I [n.] power, strength (27:37) V ^j' 

go back to them: we shall come upon them with forces 
they have no power to face II [adverbially] 1 towards (2:177) 
ujkdl j jkj \jtji "J goodness does not [merely] 

consist of turning your faces towards East or West [in any 
particular direction] 2 in front, fronting, facing; confronting 
(70:36) I JjS. (jjjJI JU«a what is the matter with those who 

disbelieve, confronting you in [such] haste? 3 adjacent, next to 
(57:13) 4 J 4 S (jx »jaU=ij ^ 'UJalj l-jG jjlu )>4jaj and 
there will be erected between them a wall with a door-on the 
inside there is mercy, while on the outside, from its direction [the 
door], [lies] chastisement. 

qabl [adverb] 1 in the past, of old (20:115) jSTj 

J)a indeed We made a covenant with Adam in the past, but 
he forgot 2 [in construct with a noun, pronominal suffix or 

a phrase] before (such and such) (50:39) '^'j 

uj'jiJI Jja'j and celebrate the praises of your Lord before the 
rising of the sun and before the setting. 

j/cj/j q-t-r smell or fumes of roasting meat, black smoke, darkness, 
depression; to be stingy; to be poor; opening in a wall; to group 
things together. Of this root, five forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: yaqtur, j 5 a qatar, s'jSa qataratum, jjjS qutur and 

muqtir. 

yaqtur [imperf. v., intrans.] to be niggardly, stingy, miserly 




(25:67) I jjSau jjj Ijaajf lij and those who, when they 

spend, they neither squander nor become stingy. 

jjS qatar [n.] darkness, dejection, gloom, melancholy, distress 
(10:26) Vj "(4*jkj 13 *jj Sfj sXjj Iji-k! (jkU/or those 

who do good is goodness [itself] and more besides is [a reward 
most fair], and neither darkness nor abasement shall besmirch 
their reputation [lit. cover their faces]. 

SjjS qataratun [n.] distress, dejection, gloom, melancholy, 
darkness (80:41) s'jjs 4^j:i smothered in darkness. 

jjjs qatur [quasi-intens. act. part.] very stingy, given to 
meanness, miserly, very grudging (17:100) ^'j (jjrji. ‘f 

Ijjja (jlkj jUjVI J>jkk.V Jfj if you possessed the coffers 
of mercy of my Lord, you would hold back for fear of spending- 
man is ever stingy. 

muqtir [quasi-act. part.] one who is needy, one in strained 
circumstances (2:236) jkdl ^ and 

make provision for them [at the termination of marriage], the 
affluent according to his means and the strained one according to 
his. 

q-t-l to kill, killing, slaughter; to fight; to put into hardship; to 
curse; to inquire, to look deeply; to quench a thirst; to be 
experienced; (of an animal) to be trained; to be worldly wise; to 
work very hard. Of this root, 11 forms occur in 170 places in the 
Qur’an: lS qatala 63 times; qutila 20 times; cia qattala 
twice; cia quttila twice; qatala 51 times; lSjs qutila three 
times; dqtatala four times; qatl 10 times; L!:uii taqtll once; 

qitdl 13 times and qatld once. 

qatala u [ v. trans.] 1 to kill (5:32) jU.4 j! jkj Ilk ‘cy, 
kutki i_ 4 =jVl whoever kills a person-not in 
retribution for [the killing of] another nor for spreading 
corruption in the land—it is as if he has killed all humankind', 
*(4:29) IjJk Vj do not kill each other 2 to suppress one’s 
own lusts (in one interpretation of 2:54) [lUJk [iij 

I jhali jk I j)jji you have wronged yourselves by taking 



the calf [for worship], so turn to your Creator and cleanse your 
souls (or, kill [the guilty amongst] yourselves). 

Jji qutila [pass, v.] 1 to be killed (2:154) JjjI.- 

V IjSij 5011 do not describe those who are killed 

for God’s cause as dead; they are alive, though you do not realise 
it 2 to be defeated (in one interpretation of 3:154) 01 jli "jl 'cifjki 

OaU Oia U jOVi they say, ‘If we had a say in the matter, we 
would not have been defeated (or, killed) here’ 3 [inter)eetion] 
woe to, perish!, eonfound (him)! (80:17) U [jO-uVI perish 
man, how ungrateful he is!', (74:18-19) UuS t.gSa 'Jskj jka U he 
planned and plotted; confound him, how he plotted! 

qattala [v. II, trans.; pass. v. lS quttil] to slay all, to kill in 
large numbers, to exterminate (7:127) we 

will exterminate their male children and spare their women. 

jiilS qatal [v. Ill] I [trans.] to fight (5:24) Oj 50Ua Ofi'jj eiu! OjAili 
OaU so you and your Lord go in and fight; we are sitting 
here II [trans.] to eombat, to fight against, to attaek (2:191) 
jiaii if they do fight you, kill them', *(9:30) may 

God confound them! 

Jjja qutila [v.III. pass.] to be fought, to be attaeked (22:39) 

)jj,41 permitted [to defend themselves] are those 
who are being attacked, because they have been wronged. 

Jjjal dqtatala [v. VIII, intrans.] to fight against one another, to 
battle against one another (49:9) 1 jkL^U I jSl [jj j 

0440 and if two parties of the believers fall to fighting, put things 
right between them. 

jiS qatl [v. n.; n.] killing, slaughter (33:16) a! jljill y 
Jiall ji pjldl running away will not benefit you if you flee from 
death or killing [being killed]. 

JjjSj taqtll [v. n.] intense killing, slaughtering (also 

impreeationally) (33:61) IjBa'j Ija£ Ikil accursed, 

wherever they are found, they will (or, may they) be seized and 
slain absolutely. 

jdqital [v. n.; n.] fighting, eombat (33:25) 'a4«>4l <111 ^Jstj 





and God spared the believers from having to fight. 

qatld [pi. of pass. part. qatll] those who are murdered, 
those who have been killed (2:178) 1 ^\'f. oiill 

(Jai you who believe, fair retribution is prescribed for you in 
[cases of] the slain. 

i/iii/j q-th-'’ cucumbers, cucumber plantation, to grow cucumbers. 
Of this root, qaththcd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

qaththd^ [coll, n.] cucumbers (2:61) U1 jr i^'j U1 

so invoke your Lord to 
bring forth for us out of what the earth grows, of its herbs and its 
cucumbers and its garlic and its lentils and its onions. 

(•/c/ii ( 1 -h-m to rush, to plunge, to burst into, to embark boldly; 
hardship; to scorn; to pass over; to be aged. Of this root, two 
forms occur once each in the Qur’an: '^\ '’iqtahama and 
muqtahim. 

dqtahama [v. VIII, trans.] to take on, to set upon, to fall 
upon, to assault (90:11) Sii will he not attempt the steep 

path? 

muqtahim [act. part.] one who is rushing in headlong 
(38:59) li* this is a group rushing in headlong with 

you. 

jS qad [a particle occurring 403 times in the Qur’an and forming a 
single unit with a following perfect or imperfect verb in the 
affirmative. When preceded by qad (ja) the imperfect cannot be 
prefixed by a future particle (o^ or preceded by a 

subjunctive or a jussive particle sbl)] I before a 

perfect verb qad denotes that: 1 the statement has been expected 
or sought after, in such cases the use of has/have in the English 
gloss is appropriate (58:1) (.jSuiij Wjj ij Jja iiSI ^ j5 

God has heard the words of the one who disputes with you 
[Prophet] concerning her husband and complains to God 2 the 
event has taken place in the not so distant past The 
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use of has/have in the English gloss is appropriate here too, as in 
(2 1 246) Ijjlilj Ujljj VI 14 Uoj how could 

we not fight in God’s cause when we have been driven out of our 
homeland and forced to part with our children? 3 the event has 
indeed taken place (either in a) the actual past, as in (2:65) 
jjill ‘Mj indeed, you have knowledge of 
those of you who violated the Sabbath, or b) in the virtual past, as 
in (91:9-10) UH-'j uU. aa'j Ul£'j ja those who purify it 

[their souls] shall indeed attain success [lit. have attained 
success] and those who corrupt it shall be [lit. are] lost II before 
an imperfect verb, ja denotes that: 1 the event seldom takes place 
This particular signification of qad, however, is a subject 
of dispute between grammarians and Qur’anic commentators. The 
latter base their argument on the fact that an interpretation of the 
verse (24:64) ^ Juil U aa as seldom He knows what [state] you 
are in is inadmissible, it has been suggested, out of this 
theological dilemma, that the verb in the context of this verse 
should be glossed as ‘takes to task/call to account for what you 
are committing’ 2 the event frequently takes place (j4S4l), as in 
(2:144) (_ja Ljlaj aa many a time We have seen you 
[Prophet] turn your face from one side to the other gazing into 
the sk^ 3 the event has indeed taken place ((34^1) (16:103) 

k2I»j U«jj cind, indeed, we know that they say it is only 

a human who teaches them. 

C/VJ q-d-h arrow shaft, flint, steel; drinking cup; to strike fire, 
spark, to spark; to bore, to pierce; to censure, to reproach. Of this 
root, ^4 qadh occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

qadh [v. n.] striking fire, sparking (100:2) 14.ja pUjjllla and 
those striking sparks [with their hooves]. 

j/j/J q-d-d to cut lengthwise, to split up, to carve out; faction; dried 
meat; leather strap; height, stature, figure. Of this root, three 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: aa qadda once; aa qudda 
three times and a'aa qidad once. 

aa qadda u [v. trans.; pass. v. aa qudda ] to rip, to rend, to split 



740 


j/VJ 

apart or asunder (12:25) jjj I> euja'j s-iUll j so they raced 
for the door-and she ripped his shirt from behind. 

44 qidad [pi. of n. s4a quddatun, used adjectivally] cut (in 
pieces), separate, fragmented, divergent (72:11) IVj 
114 lijfjia IjS tjjj and among us there are the righteous and 
there are those less so—we are divergent factions. 

j/j/J q-d-r power, strength, ability, to have power; fate, to decree, to 
pre-ordain; to reckon, to measure; extent, worth, sum; destruction, 
to strain, to straiten; cooking pot. Of this root, 14 forms occur in 
132 places in the Qur’an: j'ja qadara 23 times; 'j4 qudira twice; 
'j4a qaddara 16 times; jja qadr seven times; jplS qadir seven times; 
tjjjpli qadirun seven times; jjjS qadir 45 times; taqdir five 
times; maqdur once; miqddr three times; jJjs- muqtadir 
three times; ojjt^ muqtadirun once; j4a qadar 11 times and jjia 
qudur once. 

jja ( 1 ) qadara i [v. intrans.] 1 to be able or have the strength or 
the ability to act or do something (16:75) V ISjl«- 14)4 51x0 ^11 

jc. ji God coins the similitude of a slave, owned, having no 
control over anything 2 to overpower, to catch up with, to get the 
better of (90:5) ^ y ‘J does he think no one will be 

able to overpower him? 

jja (2) qadara u/i [v. trans.] 1 to straiten, to restrict, to give in 
meagre quantity (89:16) Jij ^jj ^ j-^ U 14] lllj 
but whenever He tests him and straitens his circumstances, he 
says, ‘My Lord has humiliated me’ 2 to ordain, to determine, to 
decree (77:23) hj4aa We ordained [all that] (or. We are 

able) and what an excellent ordainer We are! 3 to reckon the 
worth of, to estimate the value of (6:91) U I jlla 4] »j4a jx 4111 I jj4a Uj 
kill Jjj| and they do not measure God with His true 
measure when they say, ‘God has not revealed a thing to a 
mortal’. 

j4 qudira [pass, v.] 1 to be straitened, to be given in meagre 
quantity (65:7) llx kijj ^ j4 [>j XjLo, kix j4 jail 

and let the affluent spend according to his wealth, but let him 



whose circumstances are strained spend according to what God 
has given him 2 to be destined, deereed; to be measured (54:12) 

ja jJ\ iUdI ,_ 5 £lla hJL We Split Open the earth 

with [surging] springs—and the waters met for a decreed purpose. 

jja qaddara [v. II, trans.] 1 to determine, to measure (10:5) ja 
j aac. I(Jjlxo e^aaj jbillj f.\u >1 He it 

is who made the sun a shining radiance and the moon a light, and 
measured it in phases so that you could count the years and 
reckon 2 to ordain, to deeree (15:60) ujjjUS 'c^ bj-“ 
except his wife: We have decreed that she will be one of those 
who stay behind 3 to eontemplate, to ponder, to plot (74:18-19) 
jaa uiS jaa'j jSa ^ he planned and plotted, confound him, how 
he plotted! 

jja qadr [v. n.; n.] 1 worth, position, status, esteem (39:67) U'j 
?j"-^ ii4 Ijj'aa and they do not esteem 
God with the esteem due Him, the whole earth will be a grasp of 
His [in the palm of His hand] on the Day of Resurrection 2 
timing; measure (65:3) Ijaa ^11 J 34 . aa God has set a due 

measure for everything', *(97:1) jaall ^ the Night of Decree, 
Glory or Power, the night in whieh the Prophet reeeived the 
revelation the first time and said to be one of the last ten nights in 
the month of Ramadan, probably the 27*; * name of Sura 79, 
Meeean sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Night of Decree’. 

qadir [act. part.; pi. qadirun] one who is able, or 

capable (23:95) b. 2 Ljj ‘j jc. Uj'j to show you what We 

have promised them We certainly are able', *(6:65) jaliJI [an 
attribute of God] the Able 2 one who determines; decrees, ordains 
(77:23) J.ija Uj'aaa We ordained [all that] (or. We are able) 

and what an excellent ordainer We are! 

jjja qadir [intens. act. part.] one most able, one in absolute 
control (22:6) jk ijs^ ’■dj klj and He gives life 

to the dead; He has absolute control over everything. 

jjjSj taqdir [v. n.] determining, designing (41:12) Ibill \£jj 
'jjjsj blli and We adorned the nearest 
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heaven with lanterns and [also placed them there as] security (or, 
made them secure); such is the design of the Almighty, the All¬ 
knowing. 

jf:SUmaqdur [pass, part.] decreed, ordained, destined (33:38) 

I jjilo 5011 ’jJ (jlkj and the command of God is a fate ordained. 

miqddr [n.] quantity, measure, extent, duration (13:8) 
JOLoj everything with Him is in [exact] measure. 

muqtadir [act. part.] one most able, one in absolute 
control, or power (43:42) Uli Olijj j! or We 

have you witness what We promised them; We have full power 
over them. 

jja qadar [n.] 1 capacity, measure (13:17) ;U Jjjf 

U jOaj kjSj He sends from the sky water, so ravines flow, each 
according to its capacity 2 fate, pre-ordination, decree; 
predetermination, providence (20:40) cji?. p 

jA so you stayed for some years among the people of 
Midian, then you came [here] by providence/decree, Moses 3 
period, duration (77:22) j05 <^j/or a determined period. 

jjja qudur [pi. of n. J4 qidr] cauldrons (34:13) iU) U id 

jjiTj O-ujOOo they made him whatever 

he wanted-palaces, statues, basins as large as water troughs, and 
cauldrons hard to move. 

q-d-s to go far in the land; holiness, to be holy, blessed, or 
sacred; to venerate, to be pure, cleanliness. Of this root, five 
forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: nuqaddis once; "aZ- 

qudus four times; '’al-quddus twice; al-muqaddas 

twice and al-muqaddasatu once. 

nuqaddis [imperf v. 11, trans.] to sanctify, to extol, to 
hallow (2:30) AAAj .nj i-uii 

;01 they said, ‘How can You place on it someone who will 
cause damage and bloodshed there, whereas we sing Your praise 
and sanctify You?’ 

ruh ’’al-qudus [v. n.; n. in construct (^4^j)] the 
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essence of purity, the spirit of holiness, interpreted as 1 epithet of 
the Archangel Gabriel (q.v.) (16:102) 21 j'j ^jj iJjj 

the Holy Spirit has brought it with the Truth (q.v.)/rom your Lord 
2 the spirit that God sent to the Virgin Mary as a substitute for 
procreation through a father, or the power by which Jesus raised 
the dead (2:253) ^jIw tjj' j We gave 

Jesus, son of Mary, Our clear signs and strengthened him with 
the Holy Spirit. 

^al-quddus [n.] [an attribute of God] the Holy One 
(59:23) ly, Jsiw the King, the Holy One, Source of Peace. 

qJSsu muqaddas [quasi-pass, part.; fem muqaddasatun] 
blessed, made sacred (20:12) J jIIj 21jj 2U<j ^li so take 

off both your shoes; you are in the sacred valley, Tuwd. 

q-d-m foot; position, rank, leader, to lead; to come, to arrive; 
front, to advance, fore, in the front; brave, courageous; to 
precede, to be old, ancient, eternal; to submit. Of this root, 10 
forms occur 48 times in the Qur’an: qadima once; ^’^yaqdum 
once; qaddama 27 times; taqaddama twice; 
tastaqdimun four times; qadam twice; fd '’aqddm six times; 

qadim three times; ^aqdamun once and 

mustaqdimln once. 

qadima a [v. intrans.] to come to, to apply oneself to, to 
turn to (25:23) Ijj^ it)* iliia dd. IjLc. U <_ 5 jj and We will 
turn to whatever [good] deeds they have done and scatter them 
like dust. 

fSL yaqdum [imperf. of v. qadama, trans.] to precede 
(11:98) he will be at the forefront of his people on 

the Day of Resurrection. 

qaddama [v. II, trans.] 1 to advance, to put forward, to 
offer (58:13) eula'4-a I have you found it 

burdensome to give alms before your private consultation [with 
the Prophet]? 2 [with an elliptical object] to work for, to show 
concern, to provide (89:24) Jja) he will say, 

‘Would that I had provided for my life [here]!’ 3 to offer, to make 
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available, to bring upon (38:60) ui »it was you who 
brought this on us 4 to tempt, to entiee, to allure, to beguile (5:80) 
'(jaoJ/iow vile is what their souls 
have beguiled them into! God is wroth with them as a result 5 to 
commit, to perpetrate, to incur (3:18-2) ‘j'j eu-aa lu 211 j 

this is on account of what you have committed with your 
own hands: God is never unjust to [His] servants. 

(.jSj taqaddama [v. V, intrans.] 1 to go before (48:2) 4jj 
ji-ij Uj "!> J.jaj U that God may forgive you those of your sins 
that are past [lit. long gone] and those yet to come 2 to go 
forward, to advance (74:37) '>-& j! "J [>1 to those of 

you who choose to go ahead or lag behind. 

(.jSjLu yastaqdim [imperf. of v. X, trans.] to seek to advance, to 
seek to bring forward (16:61) Vj Sf 

and when their time comes they are unable to put it off for 
an hour nor [can they[ bring it forward [for an hour]. 

fj:&qadam [n.; pi. fd ^’aqddm] foot, foothold *(16:94) Jja 
t^jjS iu lest you sin after having attained to faith [lit. lest a foot 
should slip after it has been firmly placed]', *( 10 : 2 ) "^'j 
in good standing (or, on a sure footing) with their Lord', *(55:41) 
j and will be seized by the forelocks and the 

feet', *(41:29) so we may humiliate them [lit. so 

we may put them under our feet]', *(8:11) J.rjaVl 50 and with 
which to strengthen the resolution [lit. and with which to make 
feet firm]. 

^fiqadlm [quasi-act. part.] 1 ancient (46:11) 5 ^ ^"f4 4j 

i^daj Ija (jjlj£laa and, since they will not be guided by it, they say, 
‘This is an ancient fabrication’ 2 old, shrivelled (36:39) 

ijjkjkllS ate. Jjlu and the moon. We have determined it by 
stations until it becomes like a shrivelled, old date-palm stalk 3 
customary, familiar, same old (thing) (12:95) 41!X.aa 41jj 5 UIIJ I jlla 
they said, ‘By God, you are still in your old delusions! ’ 

'’aqdamun [pi. of elat. fd ‘’aqdam] older/oldest, 
more/most ancient *(26:76) (j-A'-jaVl your forefathers, your 
ancestors, your predecessors. 
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mustaqdimin [pi. of act. part. mustaqdim] past 

generations; those who lead others in good work; the vanguard 
(15:24) 1 ulk .ialj ^.>5*1-ft 1 *1 aIc, .ialj Cind Wc hciV€ C01Tl€ 

to know those of you who press forward and We know the 
laggards. 

j/j/j q-d-w example, model, pattern; to follow the example, to 
imitate, to use as a guide; to he in the forefront; to go straight, to 
follow the right path; to he near. Of this root, two forms occur 
once each in the Qur’an: ^iqtadih and CiJ^ muqtadun. 

hqtadi [imper. of v. VIII Hqtadd, intrans.] follow the 
example of, use as guidance, imitate, emulate (6:90) oiill ajijl 

sjjal <111 these are they whom God has guided, so follow their 
guidance. 

CjjSjaa muqtadun [pi. of act. part. muqtadi] those who 
follow the steps of others, those who emulate others, followers 
(43:23) Uakj Uj We saw our 

fathers following a tradition; we are only following in their 
footsteps. 

i-i/j/j q-dh-f to cast away, to throw, to shoot; to he fast, to run 
quickly; side, protrusion. Of this root, two forms occur in nine 
places in the Qur’an: aJia qadhafa eight times and yuqdhaf 
once. 

i-ija qadhafa i [v. trans.; pass, imperf. yuqdhajun] 1 to 
cast, to throw, to fling (20:39) "^1 59^ 5>41 p JU\ 5 uiial j 

Ja-lUla cast him into the chest, then cast it in the river; let the river 
wash him/it onto the bank 2 to pelt, to hurl (21:18) ajpii Jj 

luloia Ly^ljll no!. We hurl the truth against falsehood, and it breaks 
its head', *(34:53) they make wild guesses at the 

unknown, they conjecture wildly, they are shooting in the dark. 

i/j/j q-r-"" period, time span, cycle, appointed time; menstruation, 
menstrual period; to become with child; to add, to gather 
together; to hold, to hold in; to recite, to read; to match in length. 
Of this root, six forms occur 88 times in the Qur’an: Ij qara^’a 14 
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times; isj quri^’a twice; isja yuqrf once; tjijill "’al-Qur^’an 50 
times; J'J Qur^’an 20 times and »JJ qurii^ once. 

ija qara^’a a [v. trans.] 1 to read, to recite (96:1) 
jii. read!, in the name of your Lord who created 2 to know, to learn 
(10:94) i41ja (ja JUjU tsM 12^1 j_ji duS jjli so if 

you [Prophet] are in doubt about what We have revealed to you, 
ask those who have known revealed Scripture [lit. the Book] 
before you. 

Is^ qurPa [pass, v.] to be read, or recited, aloud (7:204) tsj^ 'jjj 
I 4 J I[jlijill when the Qur’an is recited, listen to it and 
be silent. 

IsJkyuqrP [imperf. of v. IV, trans.] to cause or enable, to 
read, or recite, to teach to read, to help to read (87:6) <^-uj 5\i 
We will teach you to read [the Qur’an], so you will not forget. 

L)Tja quPdn I [v. n.] the act of reciting, or reading, the Qur’an 
(75:16-17) liic. ‘Ji ^ Jaijl dLLJ ^ V [Prophet], do 

not rush your tongue in an attempt to hasten it [fearing it may 
escape you]-it is Our [own] task to collect it and recite it [to 
have it recited] II [n.] 1 discourse (13:31) 5 U cIJL UVj5 ‘J "jTj 
<_ 5 jjldl 5 U jik j! ’udj:i\ 5 U dkLa j! had it been possible for a discourse 
to be used in causing mountains to move, the earth to be 
shattered or the dead to be spoken to [this Qur’an would have 
done it[ 2 the entire text of the Qur’an (10:15) lijj 

AJo) ji liA Jit. J'dJu dul lilil JJfJ V (jjill (Jli djljjj whenever Our 
revelations are recited to them in [their[ clarity, those who do not 
look forward to meeting with Us say, ‘Bring a Qur’an, different 
from this or change it’ 3 reading/s of the Qur’an, parts of the 
Qur’an (72:1) Ue-ja 6 *^ Uj Ijllii ^ it 

has been revealed to me that a group of jinn listened in [on a 
recitation of the Qur’an] and said, ‘We have heard a wondrous 
reading’ [also interpreted as: wondrous Qur’an]. 

^al-QuUdn I [n.] 1 the Qur’an (also the Koran), the Holy 
Book of Islam consisting of the corpus of Arabic utterances sent 
down by God to Muhammad, through the Archangel Gabriel, and 
recorded in a way that establishes its authenticity; the reading of 



parts of this corpus is required in acts of worship (6:19) ‘Ji '^Jj 
^ "(jxj 5 U this Qur’an was revealed to me that 

I may warn you and everyone it reaches 2 reading/s from the text 
of the Qur’an (46:29) Q j^ . yu aj Ijij tsM jjj and 

when We directed a group of jinn to you [Prophet] to listen to the 
Qur’an 3 the teaching contained in the Qur’an (28:85) 'o^'J Ill 
jUtlo 2 £sI'j 1 'cjVJiW 41^ He who has made the [teachings of the] 
Qur’an binding on you [Prophet] will return you to an appointed 
time/place II [v. n.; n.] the act of reading or reciting the Qur’an 
(20:114) 114c. Ljj "(Jaj ‘if jk ‘ijf. jh jajlj L&ltJ V j and 

[Prophet] do not rush into reciting before the revealing of it to 
you has been fully completed [comes to an end] and say, ‘Lord, 
increase me in knowledge. ’ 

f jjS quru^’ [pi. of n. »ja quH^ [jur.] menstruation cycles 
(2:228) fjj5 I^^L 'cfdljk cjUlkdlj divorced women [must] 
keep an eye on themselves [and be on the lookout for any sign of 
pregnancy, or, stay away from their husbands] for three monthly 
periods [before remarrying], 

v/j/j q-r-b closeness, proximity, to he, or become near; to 
moderate; kinship, relatives, companions; to hurry; to seek, to 
seek water sources, to drive livestock to water sources, waterskin; 
scabbard, sheath; small boat; sacrifice, ofj qurbdn, an offering, 
could be an early borrowing from Syriac. Of this root, 12 forms 
occur in 96 places in the Qur’an: taqrab 11 times; 

qarraba five times; dqtaraba five times; qurbatun once; 
ciilj’ja qurubdt once; qarib 26 times; <^ja qurbd 16 times; t^jal 
dqrab 12 times; ‘’aqrabun seven times; CiJj^ muqarrabun 
eight times; <iju maqrabatun once and qurbdn three times. 

tjjjjj taqrab [imperf of v. trans.] 1 to draw near, to approach 
(12:60) V j 5la 5 U jjt: "(jU if you do not bring 

him to me you will neither have any measuring [of com] from me 
nor will you [be permitted even to] come near me 2 to attempt 
(4:43) ^ j 1 I(j241 14:!lll you 

who believe, do not attempt the prayer while you are intoxicated 
until you have come to be aware of what you are saying 3 to 
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violate (2:187) U JiJu !ia fdll ijil 2 Uj these are the bounds set by 
God, so do not violate them 4 to commit (17:32) Ujll I j)'jaj Vj 
and do not commit fornication—it is an 
abomination, and an evil path to take 5 to have intercourse with 
(2:222) Vj IjljjLU so keep away 

from women during menstruation, and not have intercourse with 
them until they are cleansed. 

Lj^ qarraba [v. II, trans.] 1 to cause to he near (51:27) 
tjjlkij Sf! Jli and he brought it near to them, ‘Will you not eat?’ he 
said 2 to endear (34:37) (j'Xic. Vj Uj it is 

neither your wealth nor your children that endear you to Us [lit. 
bring you near to Us in endearment] 3 to offer as a sacrifice 
(5:27) tjja jj Jjfj and recite to them the 

story of the two sons of Adam in truth, when they offered a 
sacrifice. 

Ljjja) ^iqtaraba [v. VIII, intrans.] to draw near (21:1) 

closer to humankind draws their 
reckoning, while they remain [in a state of] turning away, 
heedless. 

Aj"ja qurbatun [n.; pi. eulj'ja qurubdt] an offering to God, a good 
deed (9:99) J4i ojf. jiitjja U and 

they consider their contributions as offerings to God and [a 
means for] the prayers of the Messenger: indeed, they are 
[acceptable] offerings for them. 

t^^qarlb [quasi-act. part.] near, approximate (7:56) fdll ^'j o] 
[jjiAllI t-jjja surely the mercy of God is near to those who do 
good', *(4:17) then they repent soon afterwards, 

without delay. 

yjjS qurbd [n.; v. n.] affinity, relationship; kinship, kinfolk 
(42:23) Vj I'J?.! ^ V say [Prophet], 7 ask 

you for no reward for it [the Faith], only [your] affection for the 
[my] kinfolk (or, the love accruing to all of us in being near [to 
God], or, affection for the ones who are near God)’-, *(16:90) 
relative, member of one’s family. 

tjjSl ^aqrab [elat.] nearer/nearest, closer/closest (56:85) [>jj 





though you do not see. 

"’al-^’aqrabun I [pi. n.] variously interpreted as: one’s 
children, kinsfolk other than the parents, all kinfolk, non¬ 
inheriting relatives (2:180) Ijj^- diji [jj 

it is prescribed for you that, if death 
approaches any of those of you who are leaving properties behind 
them, he should make bequests to parents and close relatives II 
[adjectival] closer, nearer (26:214) jij?j and warn 

your nearest kinfolk. 

CifiJiA muqarrabun [pi. of quasi-pass. part, muqarrab] 
(those who are) drawn near, favoured (ones) (4:172) y 

'ijJijLtW V j fdl rii ‘j the Messiah would never 

disdain to be a servant of God, nor would the favoured angels. 

kfjU maqrabatun [n.] nearness, proximity *(90:15) 
a relative-, a member of/an orphan from the kinfolk [lit. an orphan 
possessing closeness]. 

qurbdn I [n.] offering, sacrificial offering (3:183) I jlla yull 
jUll jtj’jii hit yk Jj2.jl 't>yj v! y those who say, 

‘God has made a covenant with us that we not believe in any 
messenger until he brings us a sacrifice [that] the fire will 
consume’ II [v. n.] the act of drawing near (46:28) I> yill 
UU'ja 5011 pji those who set up gods beside God to bring them 
nearer to Him. 

^/j/j q-r-h wound, sore, ulcer, skin eruption, abscess; to invent, to 
initiate, to suggest; intellect, the innate disposition; pure. Of this 
root, qarh occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

qarh [n.] wound, pain, hardship (3:140) y 

kilo ^ ja J>"j4ll if a hardship touches you [you should bear in mind 
that] a similar hardship has touched those people [your enemies]. 

j/j/j q-r-d balls of tangled wool, to coagulate; ticks, to remove 
ticks; to deceive; to subdue, to humiliate; monkey; to earn one’s 
living. Of this root, s'a'ja qiradatun occurs three times in the 
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Qur’an. 

qiradatun [pi. of n. jj? qird] ape, monkey (7:166) Iji. Qi 
'tjai..-U. s'j'J I jjjS Ula kii Ij4j U but when they became too 
proud to abandon that which they were forbidden to do, We said 
to them, ‘Be [like] apes, outcasts!’ 

j/j/j q-r-r cold, chilliness, to be cold; to abate, to settle down, 
urban areas; to deposit, container, sedimentation; bottom of a 
ravine, abyss; basis, to decide, decision; to become carefree, to 
become tranquil. Of this root, eight forms occur 38 times in the 
Qur’an; jSj taqarr five times; jat ‘’aqarra four times; jSjI.-! 
dstaqarra once; Jy qardr nine times; Sja qurratun three times; 
jalui mustaqarr 10 times; mustaqirr three times and jjJja 
qawdrlr three times. 

jSj taqarr [imperf. of v. intrans.] to stay, to remain, to settle 
down (33:33) J^}i\ Vj 'Jjfj stay at home, 

and do not display your finery in the way of the pagans of old', 
*(20:40) ibut ‘Ju she may be comforted, her fears may abate [lit. 
her eye settles down]. 

jSl ^aqarra [v. IV] I [intrans.] to concede, to accept, to affirm 
(3:81) Jla P 

Ijj'ja! I jlli jlaj then there came to you a messenger 

confirming what is with you-will you believe in him and help 
him? ‘Do you accept?’ he asked, ‘and do you take My pledge 
over this [matter], as binding on you?’ They said, ‘We accept’ II 
[trans.] to cause to settle (22:5) ^ ‘Jij 

then We cause to settle in the wombs whatever We choose until an 
appointed time. 

'jSauil ^istaqarra [v. X, intrans.] to become settled, to remain 
firmly in a position (7:143) tjJj jiu' y Jia 

kjlSx He said, ‘You will never see Me, but look at the 
mountain-if it remains standing firm in its place, you will see 
Me.’ 

J'fi qardr [n.] 1 depth, secure place (23:13) J'ja <aki 4ljlj4- ^ 
oX- then We placed him as a drop of semen, in a secure lodging 2 
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abode (14:29) 'J jall Hell in which they burn-what 

an evil abode 3 hold, stability, endurance, root (14:26) l&j 
J' ja t^j U ojs o- ejujkl iHni^ and the likeness of 

an evil word is as an evil tree, uprooted from the surface of the 
earth, with no power to endure 4 peace, tranquillity (23:50) 

Jja pij if'j UAlijI'dj '-Ci'j (j)l and We made the son 
of Mary and his mother an exemplar; and We brought them to 
shelter on a peaceful hillside with flowing water. 

qurratu/qurratun [n. in construct, sing, euja 
qurrata dym, pi. euja qurrata '’ayun] rest; comfort, pleasure, 
happiness, consolation (25:74) Ip-ljJ ui U* dj 'ojillj 

if^\ Sja Isljjj'j and those who pray, saying, ‘Our Lord, give us 
from our spouses and offspring comfort [lit. rest for our eyes\ ’ 

'JiLLt mustaqirr [quasi-act. part.] 1 that which comes to settle, 
or to alight (27:40) I> 'i* (315 LVj Ilia when he 

saw it settled before him, he said, ‘This is out of the favour of my 
Lord’ 2 that which is lasting or remaining (54:38) s'jk) jaTj 
‘jal2o t-jlit and there came to them early in the morning a lasting 
chastisement 3 that which comes to an end, that which serves its 
term (54:3) "JLL j2 Ijj^'j they deny [the truth] 

and follow their desires—[but this should not be for long, 
because[ everything comes to its conclusion. 

'JddA mustaqarr I [n. of place] a fixed abode, a place of 
settlement (25:76) tfsU'j fJtLL cdd. abiding there 

forever-fair it is as a settlement and abode II [pass, part; n. of 
place] a term to be served; a place to settle in (6:98) ‘^(d\ ^sill jAj 
‘ ja22«a fp-l'j (_>j ]> and He it is who produced you from a 
single soul, then [gave you] a residing place [while you lived] 
and a repository [after death] III [n. of time; v. n.; pass, part.] a 
time of settlement; a term to be served; settling (6:67) ‘jtLL d 

every prophecy has its fixed time [to be fulfilled] (or, 
has certain endurance)—so you will come to realise. 

jjjl^ qawdrlr I [mass n.] glass (27:44) jjJja I> ijj Jla 

he said, ‘It is a palace/palace hall paved with glass’ II [pi. n.] 
glass goblets, bottles made of glass (in which liquids and the like 
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settle) (76:16) U JJ^ silver-like [lit. gleaming] 

glass goblets they [the served] or [the servers] measure them 
exactly [in accordance with the drinker’s wishes]. 

o-/j/j q-r-sh gathering, to earn money, to make a living; to crunch, 
to gnash, to fracture; to duel, stabbing; to partake of food 
sparsely; shark. Of this root, oiu'ja quraysh occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

lAjjS Quraysh [proper n., in the diminutive] (little, or beautiful, 
shark) the tribe of Quraysh (in which Prophet Muhammad was 
bom and reared, so-named, it is said, because it was so powerful 
as to have been like the shark, able to devour other tribes while 
other tribes could not touch it. Quraysh was also much respected 
throughout Arabia because it was the custodian of the Ka‘’ba 
before Islam. When Muhammad began his mission, many of the 
Quraysh rejected his message, hence the Qur’an urges Quraysh to 
worship the ‘Lord of the House’ (106:1^) who gave them food 
after hunger and security after fear and who facilitated for them 
the two major trading journeys, one in the summer to the north 
and the other in the winter to the south. (106:1) cw'ja mSuv [He 
did this] in order to make Quraysh secure (or, to keep Quraysh 
together as a cohesive unit, or, to help them continue with their 
summer and winter journeys (q.v. ^j)); * tjjy name of Sura 
106, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 
to the tribe of "Quraysh’. 

0^1 jI 3 q-r-d cutting, clipping, to cut; to become extinct; to gnaw, to 
nibble; shavings, sawdust; loan, to loan; to slander; to skirt, to 
avoid; poetry, to make poetry. Of this root, three forms occur 13 
times in the Qur’an: taqrid once; "’aqrada six times 

and qard six times. 

(jiajii taqrid [imperf. v., trans.] to avoid, to turn away from, to 
pass away (18:17) lijj 0*4^' jj'l? isyj 

you could see the sun, as it rose, veering 
away from their cave towards the right, and when it set, avoiding 
them [by inclining] to the left. 



^aqrada [v. IV, trans.] to lend (64:17) IjSi "(jj 

"j^j 14-4. if you give alms to the poor [lit. make a 

goodly loan to God], He will multiply it for you and forgive you. 

o^jS qard [n.] loan *(73:20) 144. alms given to the needy 
for the sake of God alone [lit. a goodly loan]. 

Qjijlaj j/j q-r-t-s paper, parchment; strong young she-camel; tall, fair 
young woman; to hit the mark. It has been suggested that 
qirtas came to Arabic through Ethiopic and Syriac. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: qirtas and 

qaratls. 

<_pUa^ qirtas [n.; pi. qaratls] paper, parchment (6:7) jij 

yj IjiA cJlai 6^^443 ^ 41:4 tol^ 

even if We had sent down to you actual writing inscribed on 
parchment, and they had touched it with their own hands, those 
who disbelieve would still say, ‘This is nothing but manifest 
sorcery. ’ 

thiii boldness; to knock, to strike; to reproach; to fight; to 
cast a lot, calamity, disaster and adversity; pumpkin. Of this root, 
qardatun occurs five times in the Qur’an. 

qardatun I [act. part.] 1 calamity, disaster, affliction 
(13:31) ^jla IjkLa Uu [44^-4 IjjiS tjjjll Jji Vj as for those who 
disbelieve, disaster will not cease to strike them, because of what 
they do II [n.] the crashing blow (epithet of the Day of 
Judgement) (69:4) the people ofThamud and 

’'ad denied the coming of the Day of Judgement [lit. crashing 
blow]-, * ^jUll name of Sura 101, Meccan sura, so-named because 
of the reference in verse 1 to the ‘Crashing Blow’. 

i-i/ j/ J q-r-f tree bark, to peel off the bark; to kill, to eradicate; to 
earn, earnings; to commit a sin, to commit a crime, to slander, to 
accuse; to be worthy of something; to be loathsome. Of this root, 
two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: dqtarafa four 

times and muqtarifun once. 




tijjal ^iqtarafa [v. VIII, trans.] 1 to earn, to acquire (42:23) I>j 
Uli. 14 ^ y jjj ^jjau whoever does good, We shall increase it 
for him in goodness 2 to commit (6:120) 'df^ uiiJI bj 

IjjlS Uoj those who earn the wages of sin, surely will be 
repaid for what they commit. 

(_i Jaa muqtarif [act. part.] one who perpetrates, earns, or 
commits (a bad deed) (6:113) 'ci^ U Ija and let them 
perpetrate whatever they [the evil ones] perpetrate. 

O/j/j q-r-n horns, feelers; pods; summit of a mountain; first rays of 
the rising sun; generation, number of years; blade; prisoner of 
war, shackles; to join together, peer, companion, equal, wife, to 
wed; circumstance. Of this root, eight forms occur 40 times in the 
Qur’an: Jja qarn seven times; ojjja qarnayn three times; 
quriin 13 times; ojja qarln seven times; qurand^ once; 
muqarranm three times; muqrinln once; oyjjaii muqtarinln 
once and qdrun four times. 

d^qarn [n.; pi. CiJ^ quriin] a generation (variously said to 
cover 10, 20, 30, 60, 70 or 80 years) (6:6) I> \'jfi 

JJ do they not realise how many a generation before them We 
destroyed? 

qarnayn [dual, n.] two horns *(18:83) the one 

with the two horns', said by some to be an epithet of Alexander 
the Great since, in a Syrian legend, Alexander says to God, ‘I 
know that thou hast caused horns to grow upon my head’, a 
theory which is rejected by orthodox scholars. The Qur’an merely 
refers to him as a man ‘established in the land’ and given ‘the 
means to achieve everything’. 

qarln [quasi-act. part.; pi. qurand^] close companion 
(41:25) djj U ' u ' . rif j We have 

appointed for them companions, and they made their present and 
their past [seem] fair to them. 

di^J^ muqarranm [pi. of pass. part, d^ muqarran] shackled, 
bound together (14:49) ^ Jim ls j^j you will 

see the sinners on that Day, bound in fetters. 
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muqrinm [pi. of act. part, muqrin] those who 
shackle, subdue, subordinate, or control (43:13) 14 ^'4)4. 

[jjjjio y lj£ U'j loA glory be to Him who has subjugated this to us; 
we could not have controlled it [by ourselves]. 

muqtarinln [pi. of act. part. CiJ^ muqtarin] joined 
together (43:53) ^ "J [> ijjJ ^ '^Ji SfjJa if 

only bracelets of gold had been cast upon him, or angels had 
come in company with him? 

L)jjtS qarun (see alphabetically). 

is/j/i3 q-r-y hole in the root of a palm tree where the sap collects; to 
offer hospitality; to travel; to investigate; to collect, to store; 
village, town, city. Of this root, three forms occur 56 times in the 
Qur’an: qaryatun 37 times; oji’ja qaryatayn once and qurd 

18 times. 

qaryatun [n.; pi. qura] town, city, township, village, 
dwelling (16:112) cAS, 51x0 iill God presents 

the parable of a city that was secure and at ease', *(42:7) 

(epithet for Mecca) the mother of towns, metropolis', *(43:31) 
(Jiujall the two towns, Mecca and ^al-Td^if 

j/ch/J q-s-r to compel, to force; lion, hunter, archer, brave; first part 
of the night; sturdy camels. The word for lion, however, is 
recognised by some philologists as a borrowing from Ethiopic. Of 
this root, 'offA qaswaratun occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

qaswaratun [n. said to be the plural of JfA qaswar^ 
lion, hunter (74:51) I> cij'ja [like stampeded wild asses] 
fleeing from a lion/a hunter. 

q-s-s wise people; seasoned camel drivers; to seek 
something in the dark, to go after, to enquire; to listen in, a 
learned person, a priest. Of this root, of.4^ qisslsun occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

C;y-4^ qisslsun [pi. of n. ^44 qissis] priests (5:82) 411j 

y j hljA jj oxxx-l that is because from them, there are 
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priests and monks and they are not given to arrogance. 

q-s-t justice, equity, to do justice, to deny justice; balance, 
measure, share; instalment, to pay by instalments. Of this root, 
five forms occur 25 times in the Qur’an: tuqsit three times; 

qdsitun twice; '’aqsat twice; muqsitln three 

times and qist 15 times. 

tuqsit [imperf. of v. IV ^aqasata, intrans.] to act 
justly (4:3) fUjll LjU= U Ijl^li Iv! j\j and if 

you fear that you cannot deal justly by the orphans [in marrying 
them], then marry those women who seem agreeable to you. 

qasitun [pi. of act. part. qdsit] those acting 

unjustly, or unrighteously; those who deviate from the right path 
(72:14) 14.5j Tjjaj 4,0 Ijlj and 

among us there are the ones who surrender, and the ones who 
deviate: those who surrender have endeavoured to find guidance. 

^aqsat [elat.] more/most just (33:5) j* 

name them after their [real] fathers, this is more equitable 
with God. 

muqsitun [pi. of act. part. muqsit] those who act 
justly or fairly, those who are even-handed (49:9) Ij4L^U cu«.U 04 
JiJh 444 h then, if it [the aggressing 
party] returns, put things right between them equitably, and be 
just, surely God loves the just. 

kLaqist I [n.] justice (7:29) )a4414 Jjj cJa say, ‘My Lord 
commands justice’ II [quasi-act. part.] fair, just (21:47) ^4aj'j 
^441 ialill and We set the scales, the just ones, for the 

Day of Resurrection. 

(joiUaLiS qistds this word is regarded by early philologists as a 
borrowing from Greek meaning either ‘justice’ or ‘balance’. 
Other scholars, however, argue that 0^1414 qistds is a borrowing 
from either Aramaic or Syriac. a"4=4? qistds occurs twice in the 
Qur’an. 

o-daLi qistds [n.] balance, scales (17:35) Ijjjj jik ljj Ija'Jj 




i_viLL 141 lj and fill up the measure when you measure, and 
weigh with proper scales. 

q-s-m to divide, to partition, to share out; portion, seetion; to 
divine, to seek to know the future, to ponder; to swear, oath; 
truee, allies; eountenanee, good looks, features; market plaee. Of 
this root, 10 forms oeeur 33 times in the Qur’an: qasam twiee; 
"aqsama 20 times '^15 qdsama onee; taqdsama onee; 
yastaqsim onee; qasam twiee; qismatun three times; 
^jLIo maqsum onee; cAJjL, muqassimdt onee and 
muqtasimln onee. 

^ qasama i [v. trans.] to determine, to share out, to measure 
out (43:32) ^ JJki 

pVj-2 are they the ones who share out the mercy of 

your Lord!?-We have shared out between them their livelihood in 
this life, and raised some of them above others in rank. 

'fjM '’aqsama [v. IV, intrans.] 1 to swear (5:107) 

let them swear by God, ‘Our testimony is 
more worthy [of being accepted] than theirs’ 2 to vow, to resolve, 
to firmly deeide on a eourse of aetion (68:17) U’jL US JUUjL Uj 
IjUoal jj LjUlai We tested them as We tested the 
owners of a garden, who vowed that they would harvest its fruits 
first thing in the morning. 

^13 qdsama [v. Ill, trans.] to take a solemn oath; to exehange 
oaths (7:21) USl U4Uolij and he swore to them, (or, 

exchanged oaths with them,) 7 am giving you sincere advice. ’ 

taqdsama [v. VI, intrans.] to swear to one another (27:49) 

I jUolsj I jlla they said, ‘Swear to one another by God: 
we shall attack him and his household in the night. ’ 

jkuiiLu yastaqsim [imperf of v. X, intrans.] to seek to divide, to 
draw lots by means of the divining arrows (j>Vj), (q.v.), either to 
deeide upon a eourse of aetion, or to distribute what are supposed 
to be equal parts of a slaughtered animal (5:3) 1 jlUUu "Jj 

jUi "jXli and [forbidden to you] is to seek answers by means of 
drawing divining arrows-that is a heinous practice. 
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^ qasam [n.] oath (56:76) ^j j cind it is a 

mighty oath, if you only knew. 

qismatun [n.; v. n.] partition, dividing (4:8) lijj 

■f>Ajajjla j j jiJ and if [other] kinfolk, orphans 

and the poor attend the division, make provision for them out of it 
[of the legacy], 

maqsum [pass, part.] apportioned, assigned, allotted 
(15:44) Jss lJ'Ji t^J it has seven gates, to 

each belongs an allotted share of them [the inmates], 

ckjLiljt muqassimdt [pi. of fern. act. part. muqassimatun] 
those who carry out acts of apportioning (51:4) !'_>«! pUlillli who 
apportion what is ordained. 

Cji^i-dsLA muqtasimln [pi. of act. part. muqtasim] those who 
divide with others, those who take a share; those who divine, or 
seek omens (15:90) Ui'jjl uk like the [warning] We 

sent down for those who were selective in their beliefs [lit. take 
some parts [of the teachings]^. 

q-s-w/y hardness, harshness, severity; to he solid, to be 
hard, to be cruel, to suffer, to be harsh. Of this root, three forms 
occur seven times in the Qur’an: qasat three times; 

qdsiyatun three times and qaswatun once. 

qasd u [v. intrans.] to be, or become hard, or cruel (2:74) ‘f 
1,51 jf ^ aii ei2.aa even after that, your 

hearts became hard, as hard as rocks, or even harder. 

qdsiyatun [quasi-fem. act. part.] cruel, hard (5:13) Ui 
Ulaikj on account of their breaking their 

pledge. We cursed them and hardened their hearts. 

VfJk qaswatun [n.] hardness, harshness, cruelty (2:74) 
ifjA 15,1 j] ^ l<j even after that, your hearts 

became hard, as hard as rocks, or even harder. 

q-sh-^'-r shudder, tremor, shiver; to tremble, to shudder; 
(of earth) to dry and crack up, (of skin) to become rough and 



hard, to become wrinkled; cucumber. Of this root, jjuSSj taqshaHrr 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jji-iSj taqshaHrr [imperf. of ^iqsha‘'arr, v. intrans.] to 
tremble, to shiver, to creep, to shudder (39:23) ojill ijlk kio 
"f^J j at which shivers the skins of those who fear their Lord. 

q-s-d to proceed straight away, to intend; to be middle of the 
road; endeavour, intention, design; poem, to write a poem; bone 
marrow; wick; killing, to compel. Of this root, five forms occur 
six times in the Qur’an: Hqsid once; 2^ qasd once; 

qdsid once; muqtasid twice and muqtasidatun once. 

J-aSl dqsid [imper. of v. 2^ qasada, intrans.] be moderate, be 
judicious, be temperate (31:19) dl '4>22 

jamJI 'jdi walk at a moderate pace and lower your 

voice, for the ugliest of all voices is the [loud] braying of asses. 

qasd [v. n.] straightening, directing, setting up; purpose, 
goal (16:9) "Jd- it is for God to direct to the 

straight path (or, it is for God to straighten the path), for some of 
them [the paths] are crooked. 

qasid [quasi-act. part.] straight, moderate, trouble free 
(9:42) IVali I’jidj llja Uia'jc. (jlS "jl had it been a gain near at 
hand and an easy journey, they would have followed you. 

muqtasid [act. part.] one who keeps to the middle of the 
road, one who is moderate (35:32) "^444 

(jjlj among them are [those] who wrong themselves 

and among them are those who middle [do the bare essentials[, 
and those who are [far] ahead in good deeds, by God’s leave. 

j/<>a/j q-s-r to be short, brief or small; incapability; negligence; 
curtailment, confinement, to shorten, to fail to accomplish; chaff; 
base of the neck, disease paralysing the neck; trunk of a great 
tree. Of this root, seven forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: 

Ij’jLaaj taqsuru once; oJj^ yuqsirun once; qasr twice; 
qusur twice; cjI j^li qasirdt three times; cjI jjLalo maqsurdt once 
and muqassirm once. 
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jlaSj taqsur [imperf. of v. qasara, trans.] to shorten 
(4:101) ts^ there is 

no blame on you if you shorten [your] prayer when you are 
travelling in the land. 

j-ai yuqsir [imperf. of v. IV '’aqsara, intrans.] to stop 
doing, to cease to do, to desist (7:202) V ‘f ^ 
bj_>aaj and their fellows relentlessly lead them into error, then 
cannot stop. 

jlflS qasr [n.; pi. jj2aa qusur] 1 stone house, fortified dwelling, 
mansion (7:74) JliaJ' uj^j taking for 

yourselves fortified dwellings on its plains and hewing the 
mountains into houses 2 great tree trunk (77:32) 1^1 

jboill£ it shoots out sparks as large as tree trunks. 

cj) j^\k qdfrdt ^al-tarf [pi. of fern. act. part, 
qdfratun, in construct (^V:=j)] literally, women who shorten the 
range of their gaze, who cast down their eyes; modest women, 
avoiding staring (38:52) sjIjj! and with them 

are those restraining their glances, of equal age. 

cjljjbaia maqsurdtun [pi. of pass. part. fern, s'jjlaa- 
maqsuratun] secluded, sheltered, treasured (55:72) ejfjjLaa- "jj=- 
Houris [dark-eyed maidens], treasured in pavilions. 

muqasfnn [pi. of act. part, muqasfr] those who 
shorten, those who curtail (48:27) bj^Uj V b:jjlaalij 
shaving your heads or cropping [them], having no fear. 

0 ^ 10 ^ 1 q-s-s to cut, to clip, to cut off, to shear, to curtail, scissors, 
chips, cuttings; to match, to retaliate, reprisal; to follow up, to 
settle accounts on both sides; to relate, story, narrative, tale; to 
track, tracker; breastbone. Of this root, three forms occur 30 times 
in the Qur’an: b^ qassa 20 times; qasas six times and 

qisds four times. 

qassa u [v. trans.] 1 to narrate, to relate (7:101) 
b^ 4^ b^ such were the towns whose annals We relate to 
you 2 to mention, to make mention of (12:5) 41Uyj b-=2^ V b'^ 
^Jc. he said, ‘My son, do not mention your dreams to your 
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brothers’ 3 to tell, to declare (6:57) jj^. jAj 5 dl Vj oj 

judgement is for God alone-He tells the truth, and He is 
the best of judges 4 to clarify, to explain (27:76) U 

tjjaitij ^ jjSi Jjjrjloj ^Jc. the Qur’an clarifies to the 

children of Israel most of what they differ about 5 to follow 
unobtrusively, to track, to shadow (28:11) 50 cjllij 

'ojJ*^ V ‘cf. and she said to his sister, ‘Keep track of him’, 

so she watched him from the side [a vantage point], while they 
were unaware. 

(_ya^ qasas I [coll, n.] 1 narration, story, history (12:3) 

[>ki We tell you [Prophet] the best of stories 2 

account, report (28:25) V Jli ^ so when 

he came to him and gave him an account [of what had been 
happening], he said, ‘Have no fear’\ * name of Sura 28, 

Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 3-46 to 
the ‘Story’ of Moses II [v. n.] (act of) following, tracking, 
retracing (18:64) jc. IjjjU so the two turned back, 

retracing [their footsteps]. 

o^LuflS qisds [v. n.; n.] 1 retribution equal to the crime, just or 
fair retribution (2:179) jJIj sli. in just 

retribution there is survival for you (as a just community), you 
who are endowed with insight 2 [jur.] the law governing acts of 
retribution for killing (2:178) Lik \yuA'f. (jjil 

you who believe, prescribed for you is just retribution in the 
[cases of] homicide. 

q-s-f to break, to shatter, to smash, to snap; to thunder, to 
rumble, thunder, gale, storm; to rush in, to crowd. Of this root, 
qasifoccm:^ once in the Qur’an. 

qasif[diCi. part.] hurricane, gale, storm (17:69) 

JojaS Uj U^li and send against you a gale of wind 

and drown you for your ungratefulness. 

q-s-m to break, to shatter, to snap; to be brittle; catastrophe. 
Of this root, qasama occurs once in the Qur’an. 
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qasama i [v. trans.] to totally demolish, to shatter ( 21 : 11 ) 
cAS. 4 i"ja ■(> j how many a community of evildoers We 

have shattered. 

q-s-w/y to be far, distant or remote; to send far away, to 
segregate; to penetrate; to boycott. Of this root, three forms occur 
five times in the Qur’an: qasiyy once; <. 5.^1 '’aqsd three times 

and quswd once. 

qasiyy [quasi-act. part.] remote, distant (19:22) 

UK- 5 U so she conceived him and withdrew with him to a 
distant place. 

^aqsd I [elat. masc.; fern. quswd] more/most 

distant, remote; farther/farthest (8:42) 'ijddA 'iJdALi jj 

remember when you were on the near side [of the valley], 
and they were on the farther side', *(17:1) 0=2241 the 

Furthest Mosque [in Jerusalem] II [n.] most remote part (36:20) 
Jk'j ^241 O- iVj from the furthest part of the city, a 
man came in haste. 

q-d-b to cut off, to prune; branch, twig, vegetation; to 
abridge, to condense; flesh; soft. Of this root, qadb occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tjlia qadb [n.] soft ripe date; vegetation, pasture, herbage 
(80:27-8) Uloas'j Uj^'j 144(1 so We cause to grow in it grain, 
vines, and fresh vegetation. 

0 ^/ 0 ^/J q-d-d to swoop down, to descend, to charge; to collapse, to 
tumble; pebble, to be pebbly; to pierce, to bore; to become dusty; 
to be rough. Of this root, yanqadd occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

'oALu yanqadd [imperf. of v. VII, intrans.] to crumble, to 
collapse, to crack up, to fall down, to tumble down (18:77) 12=-js 
iuliU "J 4; J fj'-^ '44 they found a wall in it that was on the 
point of collapsing and he supported it. 


t 5 /(j^/j q-d-y judgement, verdict, to judge, to decree, to ordain; 
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case, fate; to decide, to plan, to entrust with; to fashion, to cut; to 
inform, to relate; to consummate, to complete, to carry out, to 
meet an obligation; death, to die, to expire; to annihilate, to 
demolish. Of this root, five forms occur 63 times in the Qur’an: 

qadd 36 times; qudiya 23 times; qddin once; 
qddiyatun once and maqdiyy twice. 

qadd i [v. trans.] 1 to decree, to decide upon (2:117) lij 
Jjsj Uojli when He decrees something, He says 

only, ‘Be’ and it is 2 to bring about, to bring to an end (8:42) 

(jlk IjLa! IjSIj pUxoll (_ji if you had 

promised each other [to fight/meet], you would surely have 
differed [in keeping] the appointment [but the battle had to take 
place] so that God might bring about a matter that was ordained 
3 to judge, to issue a verdict, to pass a sentence (4:65) V dL'Jj Sti 

UXu IjXuj no indeed, by your Lord, they will not be believers 
until they seek your arbitration in what [issues] arise between 
them and find no resistance in their souls to your judgements, 
accepting them totally 4 to fulfil, to complete (33:23) 't> 

jiajj ‘iff. ’dffj ‘iff "j444 I jiAtc. U 1 jiLa Jlkj among the 

believers are men who were true to that which they pledged with 
God: some of them have fulfilled it [by dying in battle[, and some 
are still waiting', *(22:29) I ‘f then let them perform their 
acts of cleansing 5 to satisfy (12:68) U ‘ff'jJ Lff. IjL'j tdj 
Ul4aa Ljjtoj Vj ‘ijf. and, when they 

entered as their father had told them, it was of no avail to them 
against [the will of] God, it was merely a need in Jacob’s soul 
which he satisfied 6 to create, to fashion out (41:12) ^ 

U >141.0 JS ff i^j'j cifji ff cj 'so He fashioned them as seven 
heavens in two days, and assigned in each heaven its order 1 to 
fulfil a purpose, to satisfy a need (33:37) r_>4j Ilia 

I'jLj Ijj ^ '441^jj 

and when Zayd had satisfied a purpose with her [and when 
Zayd’s marriage with her came to an end]. We gave her to you in 
marriage so that there should be no fault in believers marrying 
the spouses of their adopted children after they had satisfied a 
purpose with them [they were in the same situation] 8 [with prep. 
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(^j] to relate, to make known to (15:66) jjI'j ‘J 411j 5 uij Uliaaj 
^ jii We made known to him that decree: that the 
last remnants of those people would be wiped out as they entered 
into the morning 9 [with prep. (^] to annihilate, to extirpate, to 
exterminate, to put an end to (43:77) ijli 

[jjku and they will cry, ‘Malik, let your Lord finish us ojf’: he 
will say, ‘You are to stay. ’ 

qudiya [v. pass.] 1 to be judged, arbitrated (10:47) p 
[4“ >'4- Jjloj every community is sent a 

messenger, and when their messenger comes judgement will be 
passed between them justly 2 to be concluded, to be brought to a 
successful conclusion (11:44)^ cLjUj 'jfl\ 

and the water was made to subside and the command was 
fulfilled and it [the Ark] came to rest on [Mount] Judiyy 3 to be 
fulfilled, to be accomplished (6:60) JiiSj lsP j* j 

fj JfiAi He it is who gathers you at night, 
and knows what you have earned by day, then raises you up 
again in it [the daytime], that the term specified [for you] is 
fulfilled 4 [with prep. <^] to be annihilated, to be exterminated 
(35:36) "(4-^ »■ Vj jb ’(41 

as for those who disbelieve, for them is the fire of Hell, they 
will neither be annihilated and die, nor will they have its torment 
reduced for them. 

qadin [act. part.] one who decrees, one who decides, one 
who determines (20:72) Ujj ^4=15 eiu! U ^4=513 so 

decide whatever you are deciding: you only decide on this present 
life. 

^al-qadiyatu [fern. act. part.] one which destroys, or 
annihilates; death (69:27) cdS. 4^ U if only it had been 

death! 

maqdiyy [pass, part.] decreed, ordained (19:21) y»kalj 
lliaio \yJ (jlkj lio ^'jj ^UU and that We may make him a sign to 
all people, a blessing from Us-and it [the conception of Jesus] 
was a matter decreed. 




j/L/j q-t-r to drip, to dribble, to trickle; to travel around; molten 
copper; gum from a certain tree; tar; to come in successive 
groups, to crowd, to flock; train of camels, caravan; quarter, 
district, region, land. Of this root, three forms occur five times in 
the Qur’an: jt4 qitr twice; jLLa! ^aqtar twice and qatiran 
once. 

jaiqitr [n.] molten copper (18:96) jjj 

IjlaS ^jil jjli Jla IjU Ijj Ijijjl Jla '(Jli ‘Bring me 

lumps of iron! ’ Then, when he had made even the space between 
the two sides of the mountain, he said [to them], ‘Blow!’, till 
when he made it a fire, he said, ‘Bring me molten copper to pour 
over it’. 

jUaS) ^aqtar [pi. of n. qutr] regions, confines (55:33) 

Ijiijli jLLa! I"J (jj members 

of jinn and Humankind, if you can penetrate the regions of 
heaven and earth, then pass. 

qatiran [n.] tar, pitch (14:50) J 

jUll their garments are of pitch and Fire covers their faces. 

jUaiS qintdr and j4aUS qandtir (see jyjii q-n-t-r). 

qatiran (see j/Wj q-t-r). 

q-t-t to snip, to clip, to rip; edge of a cliff, rim of a hoof; to 
abate; enough, share, lot; written record; cat; drizzle. Of this root, 

qitt occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^ qitt [n.] share; written record (38:16) Jja UJ ib'j Ijllij 
uUaoJI fji and they say, ‘Our Lord, advance us our share [of 
punishment [ before the Day of Reckoning! ’ 

q-t-’' to sever, to cut off, to scatter; part, piece; to boycott; the 
edge, the end; to be out of season, to be scarce; to be out of 
breath, to suffocate; to buy off; to grant, to allot; to cover a 
distance. Of this root, 10 forms occur 36 times in the Qur’an: ^ 
qata‘’a 11 times; ^=5 qutFa once; ^ qatta^’a nine times; ^ 
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qutti^'a three times; taqatta’^a five times; ^ qif twiee; ^ 
qifa twiee; qati’^atun onee; ^ maqtu^' onee and ^ 
maqtu'^atun onee. 

qata’^a a [v. trans, pass, quti^'a] 1 to eut down, to fell 
(59:5) fdll ^jc. Uyk'jj ‘J "(> y^La U whatever 

palm trees you may have felled or left standing on their roots—it 
was done by God’s leave 2 to eut off, to sever (5:38) ^jlUfj lijUJI'j 
I jkLali as for the thief male and female, cut off their hands', 
*(8:7) 'jj'a to eradicate (or, to root out) the last of the 

disbelievers', *(29:29) 'oy^j you waylay travellers [lit. you 
cut off the road]', *(3:127) IjjaS (jjiil (> li'jL yil and that He 
might cut off a party of the disbelievers’ [army] 3 to separate 
(2:27) ‘J ^ U (jjiiai'j and [who] sever the bonds that 
God has commanded to be joined 4 to eover a distanee, to travel, 
to traverse (9:121) Lik Vj llalj ‘jif ^ 'uj^ 

and they spend neither a little nor a lot [for God’s cause], nor 
do they traverse a mountain pass, but that it is recorded in their 
favour. 

jia qatta^’a [v. II, trans.] 1 to tear up (47:15) iU Ijal-j 

and they are made to drink boiling water, so it tears their 
bowels', *(47:22) "yoli-jl IjkLaij and you cut off your [ties of] 
kinship 2 to slash (12:31) ‘dj^\ ’-dji'j tlla and when they 

saw him, they were awed by him, and [unwittingly] slashed their 
hand?, 3 to divide up, to separate (7:160) 14x1 liCu,! sySt yai 
and We divided them up into twelve tribes, [distinct] 
communities. 

y=a qutti‘’a [v. II pass.] 1 to he eut off, to be severed (5:33) ‘j 
Jj yjii! yij or have their hands and feet cut off on 
alternate sides 2 to be split asunder, shattered (13:31) Ur^’ja ‘J "jTj 
^ jik ‘J ^ j! JUaJI had it been possible for 

a discourse to be used in causing mountains to move, the earth to 
be shattered or the dead to be spoken to [this Qur’an would have 
done it] 3 to be eut out, to be fashioned (22:19) ejiLa I JjS, 
jU LjG as for those who deny [God], garments of fire will be 
cut out for them. 
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taqatta^'a [v. V] I [intrans.] to tear, to sever, to become 
disjoined (6i94) (iki "osi ilk"j4ji ij jj Uj 

and We do not see with you your intercessors whom you 
claimed were partners [of God] in [controlling] you; indeed all 
the bonds between you [are] severed', *(2:166) iiitLai'j 

all bonds severed, they became completely helpless, at their wits ’ 
end II [trans.] to divide up, to fragment *(21:93) ^4“ ^ 

they fell into disunity, caused a schism amongst themselves [lit. 
they cut up their affair among them]. 

^ qif [n.] portion, part, the first third of the night, the 
darkness at the end part of the night, dead of night (11:81) 

^l&iL so, travel with your household in the dead [lit. 
end part] of night. 

^ qita^" [pi. of n. qifatun] plots, tracts, pieces (13:4) ^JJ 
and in the land there are neighbouring plots. 

qatdatun [act. part, fern.] one who decides, one who 
finalises *(27:32) eikk U kdl l^ilU cjiti 

she said, ‘Chieftains, give me your counsel in the matter I 
now face; I would never decide on a matter until you attend 
[with] me. ’ 

maqtu‘' [pass, part.] interrupted, terminated, cut off 
(56:33) fc-jM. V'j y.V [abundant fruits] neither terminated, 
nor forbidden', *(15:66) ^ jjI'j the last remnants of those 

would be wiped out. 

(J/L/J q-t-f to pluck off, to harvest, fruits on the tree, bunches of 
grapes; velvet. Of this root, qutuf occurs twice in the 

Qur’an. 

tijlaa qutuf [pi. of n. ^jlaa qitf] fruits ready for plucking, 
clusters of ripe fruit (76:14) 4ijLa cjlljj yik XuGj its 
shades shall be hanging low above them, and its fruits/fruit- 
clusters shall be brought low, within easy reach. 


j/yja/j q-t-m-r the cleft in the date stone, the membrane enveloping 
a date stone, a tiny hole in the back of a date stone. Of this root. 




qipnir occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jAiiaa qitmir [n.] thin membrane enveloping the date-stone 
(35:13) ‘of 'oj^ 'ojillj those you invoke 

beside Him do not even control the skin of a date-stone. 

j/£,/j q-‘'-d to sit down, to take a seat; to abide, to lie in wait; to 
refrain; (of women) to grow old; to serve; saddle, cushions; 
young camel; companion, wife; foundations; weight-bearing 
pillars, cowardly person. Of this root, eight forms occur 31 times 
in the Qur’an: id qa’^ada 12 times; Jjii qu’^ud four times; 
qadd once; qadd six times; Aud quid once; qawadd 
three times; id- maq‘'ad twice and Jc-d- maqadd twice. 

id qa’^ada u [v. intrans.] 1 to sit (6:68) "idj 5d lljj 

^ dd if Satan should make you forget, then, do 
not sit with the evil-doing people after the Remembrance [has 
come to you] 2 to stay behind, to hold back, to deny (3:168) 'ojil 

1 Id UjLUal "jl I jidj Ijld those who said of their brothers, 

while [themselves] staying behind, ‘If [only] they had listened to 
us, they would not have been killed’ 3 to lie in wait, to lie in 

ambush (7:16) ‘6^ d>i because You have 

put me in the wrong, I will lie in wait for them all on Your 

straight path 4 to become, end up (17:22) idd ji-li 141] <111 ^ V 

y jiki Idjloio do not set up with God another god [beside Him], or 
you will end up reproved and forsaken. 

jjjd qu‘’ud [v. n.] 1 sitting down (3:191) lild Ull jill 

lijld'j those who remember God standing, sitting and 
on their sides 2 staying behind, denying help, not participating 
(9:83) (Sj j "^] Ijhdj "(jlj ltd! y 

yiUJI ^ I jidd you will never go out [to battle [ with me, and will 
never fight an enemy with me: you chose to stay at home the first 
time, so stay with those who stayed behind. 

i^'^qadd [act. part.; pi. djVd qaddun] 1 one who is sitting 
down (10:12) ddd "J litd "J Utc-l jl^all (jt-uVl yd lijj when 
affliction befalls man, he calls Us—on his side, sitting or standing 

2 one staying behind, holding back, denying assistance (4:95) V 
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C5^J^ -J^ Lfc® (^ j)7“ij 

j those believers who stay at home, apart from those with an 
incapacity, are not the equal of those who strive in God’s cause 
with their possessions and their selves. 

AaS qald [quasi-act. part, unchangeable for number or gender] 
one sitting down, eompanion, elose observer (50:17) jj 

l»i fr.'j ifr when the two receivers receive [him—the 
individual, one] seated on the left [and another] on the 
[deceased’s] right. 

Jpija qawa^’id [pi. of fern. n. s'jf-ii qd‘’idatun] 1 base, foundation 
(2:127) tiiull Abraham and 

Ishmael were raising up the foundations of the House [at Mecca] 
2 women past ehild-bearing age (24:60) 'i JiA\\ fUill (> V'jal'j 
lkl£j 'ojdji and women past child-bearing age who have no hope 
of marriage. 

^ajLAmaq’'ad I [v. n.] the aet of staying behind, the aet of 
denying someone assistanee (9:81) fdSI Jj4'j U5U (jjaklll ^ fr 

those who were left behind [and did not join in the Campaign of 
Tabuk, year 9 A.H./630 A.D.7 rejoiced at their staying behind the 
Messenger of God II [n. of plaee; pi. maqa'^id] 1 seat, sitting 
plaee (72:9) frLA iiij US \I\j and that we used to sit 

therein in places for listening 2 station, position (3:121) eUjUi. jj j 
jtlio is’fr UUa! and [remember] when you left your 

folk at dawn to assign battle positions to the believers 3 rank 
(54:55) 414- 'x^ AtL, secure in the seat of truth in the 

presence of an all-powerful Sovereign. 

j/^/j q-‘’-r bottom, depth, to exeavate, to pieree, to uproot; to 
hollow; to knoek down. Of this root, munqadr oeeurs onee 
in the Qur’an. 

j»Ai« munqadr [pass. part, of v. Vlll 'frki\ dnqa^’ara] uprooted, 
severed at the root (54:20) j-iU jt^'i )4j!s ]_HiUll ^ jU it sweeps 
people away, as if they were uprooted palm stumps. 

J/ti/J q-f-l to return; earavan; to dry up, dried timber; bolt, to loek 



up; miserly person. Of this root, JUaf '’aqfal oeeurs onee in the 
Qur’ an. 

-^aqfal [pi. of n. qufl] loeks (47:24) ‘^\ 'jvjw 
IjJUai ujla will they not contemplate the Qur’an, or do [their] 
hearts have locks upon them? 

j/lj/j q-f-w hack of the neck, nape, hack of the head, the reverse; to 
follow, to track, to send after; to rhyme, poem; to slander, 
slander; advantage, hospitality. Of this root, two forms occur five 
times in the Qur’an: ^ taqfu once and fijia qaffaynd four times. 

^ taqfu [imperf. of v. Ua qafd, trans.] to pursue, to follow, to 
track, to seek (17:36) 5 U 211 Uai Vj and do not pry into 
that which you are not supposed to know [lit. and do not seek that 
of which you have no knowledge]. 

qajfd [v. II, intrans.] to cause to follow, to cause to come 
after (5:46) si jj^l fa ^41 jliu 14^j 

We caused Jesus, son of Mary, to follow in their footsteps, 
confirming the Torah [that had come] before him. 

v/J/j q-l-b to turn over, around, upside down or inside out; to 
reverse, to twist; to waver, to dissuade; to investigate; to revert to; 
brains, heart, inner part, the essence; form, mould; well (in 
particular, an unlined well). Of this root, 12 forms occur 168 
times in the Qur’an: tuqlabun once; 245 qallaba five times; 

tuqallab once; tjEs tataqallab once; 245j! ^inqalaba 17 times; 
1^411 taqallub five times; JiSi- mutaqallab once; oj4aj4 munqalibun 
three times; Jii munqalab twice; Ja qalb 19 times; qalbayn 
once and qulubl 12 times. 

tjiSj tuqlab [imperf. pass, v.] to be returned, to be handed over 
(29:21) 544 ) j and to Him you will all be returned. 

qallaba [v. II, trans.] 1 to turn over (18:18) 

JU<44I cjIjj iji<ull eijlj ‘f44aj'j Jjaj you would have thought they were 
awake, though they lay asleep, while We turned them over, to the 
right and to the left, *(18:42) 144 tiaj) U 2451 and 

there he was, wringing his hands over what he had spent on it 2 



to cause to be in a sequence, to alternate (24:44) j PI PE 
God alternates night and day 3 to cause to waver; to cause to 
contemplate (6:110) Jj 5 ^ '"fJ PEj 

tjjpE i^just as they did not believe in it the first time, We 

will make their hearts and their eyes waver, and leave them to 
flounder in their obstinacy, *(9:48) jp^l I jkj and they stirred 
up troubles for you. 

pii tuqallab [imperf. pass. v. II] to be turned over, to be 
turned around, to be tossed about (33:66) jPI "f4* Jfj s-Ej 'ffi on 
the Day when their faces are being turned about in the fire. 

Piu tataqallab [imperf. v. V, intrans.] to turn over, to wriggle, 
to twist, to tremble (24:37) jPE^flj PjEl P PIP Pj) (jjalP they 
fear a day when hearts and eyes will writhe (or, will have 
dijferent abilities, understanding and seeing things which were in 
the past outside their capabilities). 

L^l dnqalaba [v. VII, intrans.] 1 to return, to come back, to 
go back (83:31) Ij)EI Ij)EI lijj and when they return 

to their own people they return jesting', *(3:144) JPIE-! )PEI 
you revert to your old ways, you renege [on the faith] [lit. you 
turn on your heels] 2 to become (7:119) Ijpjl'j IMA IjPi 

they were defeated there and became utterly humiliated. 

taqallub [v. n.; n.] 1 turning about, turning around (2:144) 
ftPJI PE ti'jj "E many a time We have seen you [Prophet] 

turning your face from one side to the other, gazing into the sky 2 
activity, behaviour, conduct, movement (26:219) op- 
]jjja.Pll 2LEj He who sees you when you stand [in prayer, 
going about your duties] and your activities among the 
worshippers 3 success in worldly affairs (3:196) 'ojP PE PjjE V 
j!P 1I Ij'jP do not be deceived by the disbelievers’ [lucrative] 
trading to and fro in the land. 

Piw mutaqallab [v. n.; n. of place or time] daily endeavour; 
place or time of going about one’s business (47:19) JJE Plj 
■^I jEj God knows whenever/wherever you move, and whenever/ 
wherever you rest (or. He knows when you are being active and 
when you are resting). 
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munqalib [act. part.] one who goes back, one who returns 
(26:50) '-u'j hj to our Lord we are sure to return. 

munqalab [v. n.; n. of plaee] returning, turning into 
something else; place to which one returns, or turns (26:227) 

I the evildoers will come to know to 

what final place they will return (or, what kind of an outcome 
they will meet with). 

tjla qalb [n.; dual qalbaym, pi. jE qulub] heart (5:41) 

‘fij I jJla those who said with their mouths, ‘Wc 

believe, ’ while their hearts did not believe', *(2:93) Ij 

they were made to imbibe [the love of] the calf [deep] into 
their hearts', *(4:155) lijJa our minds are sealed [lit. our 
hearts are encased or, encasing] [also in another interpretation: 
our minds are stores [of learning)]', *(6:46) made 

you unable to understand [lit. and put a seal on your hearts]', 
*(9:60) the new converts to the faith [lit. those whose 

hearts are being reconciled]', *(9:127) kill may God 
cause their hearts to turn away [from guidance]!', *(10:88 ) jISIj 
■^ jla jc. harden their hearts [against the faith]', *(23:63) 
fjUc. their hearts are in total oblivion', *(24:37) jlill 5ui LjIiu 

a day in which hearts and sights will turn over (or, will 
have different abilities, understanding things which were in the 
past outside their capabilities)', *(28:10) 1445 ffc. ULl'j Wc 
strengthened her resolution', *(33:4) ciuJa Jk'jl 1011 J34. U 

God has not made it possible for a human to hold two persons at 
exactly the same level of endearment [lit. God has not assigned to 
any man two hearts within his breast]', *(37:84) (»41j with a 
heart free from all impurity (or, with a heavy saddened heart)', 
*(40:18) j^ljkll ls- 4 Ojjlall the hearts rise up to the throats [in 
anxiety]', *(47:29) ojill who are corrupt at heart [lit. 

those in whose hearts is sickness]', *(59:14) they are 

divided, at odds with one another [lit. their hearts are 
divergent/different]', *(66:4) USjjla your hearts have 

deviated. 

j/J/j q-l-d water store; to overwhelm; to twist metal together. 
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braided bracelet; key, treasure, safe; neckband, to adorn with a 
necklace, to honour, (of animals) to mark with a neckband, to 
entrust with a task, to appoint, to undertake a task; cream; share; 
to emulate, to follow blindly.-s#] ^iqlJd, key, is described by some 
philologists as a possible borrowing. Of this root, two forms 
occur twice each in the Qur’an: aiili quid'’id and ojlli- maqdlid. 

qala’id [pi. of n. qilddatun] necklaces, neckbands, 
ornamental neckbands, garlands [put around necks of sacrificial 
animals], wreaths (5:2) Yj V 1 jUt. (jjil 

Yj Yj Yj you who believe, do not violate 
the sanctity of God’s rites, the sacred month, the offerings, 
[particularly] the garlands, nor those going to the Sacred House. 

maqdlid [pi. of n. miqldd or a pi. with no singular] 
key; treasury, case (42:12) }i\'j iJlio ’*1 to Him [belong] 

the keys of the heavens and the earth. 

q-l-‘^ to pull out, to uproot, to remove; castle, stronghold; to 
cease, to desist, to abstain, to abandon; sail, to sail; fever, 
ulcerated stomach. Of this root, (^1 ’aqW’i occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

jiai ’aqla‘’a [v. IV, intrans.] to cease action, to abate (11:44) 
(^1 iUuj Uj (^1 dij then it was said, ‘Earth, swallow 
up your water, and sky, cease [raining]. ’ 

J/J/j q-l-l to be, or become little, small, or few; to trifle with; to lift 
up; to accompany; summit of a mountain; to travel around, to be 
agile. Of this root, seven forms occur 75 times in the Qur’an: Ja 
qalla once; lM qallala once; S "aqalla once; qalll 68 
times; qalllun once; ^ qalllatun once and S ’aqall twice. 

JS qalla i [v. intrans.] to be or become less, to decrease (4:7) 
'Js ji ku ti 41 'jm Cm r.iu . ^1 fCuuHj and to the women 

is a share of what the parents and kinsmen leave, be it little or 
much. 

Jla qallala [v. 11, trans.] to cause to decrease, to cause to 
appear less (8:44) ^ and He made you seem few in 
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their eyes [estimation]. 

iM ^aqalla [v. IV, trans.] to raise, to carry off, to bear (7:57) jA j 
diial lij //e 

it is who sends the winds, as good news ahead of His coming 
grace-until when they bear a heavy cloud, We drive it to a dead 
land. 

J# qalll [quasi-act. part; n.; pi. qalllun] 1 a few (4:66) jij 
Vj »jl».3 Uo Ill'll Ijjial J UjjS UI if We 

had decreed for them [saying], ‘Lay down your lives’ [also 
interpreted as: kill yourselves] (or, leave your homes), they would 
not have done so, except for a few of them 2 small (2:79) ^ 

5Ua liu in order to make some small gain 3 short, little (4:77) Ja 
tJjJa liiJI say, ‘Little/short-lived is the enjoyment in this world’-, 
*(23:40) (> 1^6 [>2-4^ cJjJa 112 soon they will be filled with regret. 

(M ‘’aqall [elat.] less, least, fewer, fewest, smaller, smallest 
(72:24) li42 Sj l>^lj ^ «'» . ’ ■ 4 they will realise who has 

the weaker protector and the smaller number. 

q-l-m to cut, to clip; reed, pen. The word ^ qalam ‘pen’, is 
recognised as an early borrowing from Greek. Of this root, two 
forms occur twice each in the Qur’an: ^ qalam and fid ‘’aqlam. 

jdS qalam [n.; pi. ‘’aqlam] 1 pen, reed (31:27) ^ Uj! ‘fij 

dilloK eiijij 12 jiijl kjfixji aSfi Qx asfi jpallj f>51il even if 

all the trees on earth were pens and the sea had seven seas 
[more] to replenish it [as ink], the words of God would not run 
out, * 4^1 name of Sura 68, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verse 1 to ‘the Pen’ 2 lots, divining arrows (3:44) U'j 
fifi Ja4 jjsSj jj 1441 ejj£ you were not present among 

them when they cast lots [to decide] which of them might become 
guardian of Mary. 

q-l-w/y to dislike, to hate, to shun, to desert, to boycott; to 
roast; to toss about; to climb. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: 5li qala and oJli qalTn. 

51 S qala u [v. trans.] to come to shun, to come to dislike (93:3) 
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(Ja Uj U your Lord has neither forsaken you [Prophet], 

nor [has He come to[ hate [you], 

qdtin [pi. of act. part. <^la qdli\ one who hates, loathes or 
detests (26:168) oollill 't> truly, I am one of those who 

detest what you do. 

C/(*/J (l-fn-h to twist the neck; to he humbled, debased or forced into 
submission; (said of animals) to refuse to drink, to drink one’s 
fill. Of this root, muqmahun occurs once in the Qur’an. 

muqmahun [pi. of pass. part. muqmah] those who 
raise the head in refusal of what is being offered, shun assistance, 
shun guidance; ones who cannot see (36:8) ^ ljl«- hj 

[jjkX [42 (Jj Wc have placed fetters on their necks, right 
up to their chins, so they have their heads forced up. 

q-m-r moon, moonlight; whiteness, greyness; to hunt; to win 
in gambling, to stake; to deceive. Of this root, qamar occurs 
27 times in the Qur’an. 

jjiS qamar [n.] 1 the moon (36:39) jIc- Jjh- ihjja 
ijjk’jkllS and the moon. We have set it in phases [lit. measured 
it into stations] until it becomes like a shrivelled, old, date-palm 
stalk', * jwill name of Sura 54, Meccan sura, so-named because of 
the reference in verse 1 to "the Moon' 2 a moon (25:61) 

Ijji Ij^j 4:i2 l54-j ^-jj) Jjik exalted is He who 

placed constellations in the heavens, and placed in them a great 
lantern and an illuminating moon. 

o^l?l3 q-m-s shirt, garment, inner garment, dress, gown, wrap, 
shield, to wear a shirt, to masquerade; to quake, to be jumpy, to 
be agile, to gallop. It has been suggested that qamis may be 
a borrowing from Greek through Syriac or Ethiopic. Of this root, 
only o-aAos qamis occurs six times in the Qur’an. 

qamis [n.] tunic, shirt, garment (12:18) fu IjiVj 

and they came with false blood on his shirt. 
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j/L/^/j q-m-t-r a sturdy, strong, fast-moving camel, short strong 
man; to reach a crisis; to scowl, to look angry; to pull tight the 
mouth of a water skin. Of this root, qamtanr occurs once 

in the Qur’an. 

qamtanr [quasi-act. part.] grim, difficult, stressful, 
calamitous (76:10) lij ^Uj U indeed, we fear 

from our Lord a scowling, grim Day. 

£./(•/J q-m-^" to subdue, to vanquish, to tame, to bridle; to abate; 
earlobes, heads; sty on the eye; dust storm; curved iron rod. Of 
this root, maqdmi^^ occurs once in the Qur’an. 

maqdmi^" [pi. of n. of instrument miqma^'atun] 
hooked iron rods (22:21) jj>. and iron rods will be 

prepared for them. 

q-m-l lice, to become louse-infested, dirty, (of people, plants 
and animals) to become blackened; to increase in population; to 
be insignificant; grasshopper. Of this root, qummal occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

qummal [generic n., sing. ^ qummalatun] lice, 
grasshoppers, termites, ticks (7:133) (jUjLlI 

pUI'd 'f&'j j and so We let loose on them the flood, 
locusts, lice, frogs and blood-a succession of clear signs. 

q-n-t to stop talking; to be obedient, submissive, humble 
(before God), devoutness, piety, to ask God in prayer, to pray. Of 
this root, four forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: cjji yaqnut 
twice; ciuli qanit twice; qanitdt three times and CiJ^^ qdnitun 
six times. 

coji yaqnut [imperf of v. intrans.] 1 to be obedient (33:31) I>j 
U'jki l^jyj fdfdl ‘c^ whosoever of you 

submits to God and His Messenger and does right. We shall give 
her twice her reward 2 to devote oneself to God (3:43) 

jll ^ j idjjl Mary, devote yourself to your Lord, 

prostrate yourself in worship and bow down with those who bow. 
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i:iulS qanit [act. part.; pi. qmitun] 1 one who is devout, 
one who is obedient to God (4:34) lu 

Jito. so the righteous women [wives] are devout, guarding in 
secret that which God has guarded 2 one standing long, or who is 
constant, in performing the prayer (39:9) lP' '(‘hfs cjjli j* ).! 
... <ij P-jjj jjp 14215j is he who is constant at his 
prayers throughout the night, prostrating himself and standing 
[on his feet], fearing the Day of Judgement and hoping for the 
mercy of his Lord .... 

Ja/^j q-n-t despair, to fall into despair, to be despondent. Of this 
root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: iaja qanata four 
times; qdnitln onee and jj5 qanut onee. 

iajS qanata a [v. intrans.] to despair (39:53) Ija'jl-! (jjil lspP-'j Ja 
5UII I jLjSj Sf say, ‘[God says] My servants, who 

have been excessive [in sinning] against themselves, do not 
despair of God’s mercy. ’ 

qmitun [pi. of aet. part. qanit] one who is in despair 
(15:55) (jpjlill ‘cfti jlJlj aupu 1 jll5 they said, ‘We have given 
you the good news in truth, so do not be one of the despairing. ’ 

iajja qanut [intens. act. part.] one who is in utter despair, in 
utter despondenee (41:49) jPI Alto '(fj j^Jl ^lli ’cf^\ J.ilu Sf 
i=jj5 man never tires of praying for good, but if evil touches 
him, then he is hopeless, despondent. 

q-n-t-r to tie together, to areh; to leave the desert and live in 
urbanised areas; large amounts of money, sums and/or weights of 
various measures; eunning person. Philologists reeognise jLLji 
qintdr as a borrowing. Of this root, three forms oeeur four times 
in the Qur’an: jli^ qintdr twiee; qandtir once and s'jlPo 

muqantaratun once. 

qintdr [n.; pi. jjlUa qandtir] measure of weight and/or 
measure of number, regarding the exaet amount of which the 
sources differ significantly. Given the particular contexts in 
which the two words are used in the Qur’an, it is appropriate to 




render them simply as ‘a great amount’ or ‘a fortune’ (3:75) I>j 

jLkii bj I> b*' of the people of the Book there is 
he who, if you trust him with a ton of gold, he will return it to you. 

i'ja^ muqantaratun [pass, part.] stacked up in heaps (3:14) 'c^j 
j4il Vl'lj fUiull Qx (jaUU mode 

alluring to humankind is the love of passions—women, sons, 
heaped piles of gold and silver. 

6,/b/j q-n-‘' to he content; to he convinced, to persuade, temperance; 
greed; to crane the neck in submission; camel hump; mask, veil, 
to mask. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 
qdni‘' and muqni'^l. 

qdni’' [act. part.] one who is content with his meagre lot, 
one who asks for alms gently (22:36) I 14 ^ Ijlki 

eat of it and feed the one who does not ask, and the one who begs. 

muqnil [pi. of act. part. muqni’', in construct (^l-^j)] 
one who lifts up the head (14:43) (>4=4^ rushing 

forward, craning their necks. 

q-n-w/y to acquire livestock primarily for breeding, to 
possess; to cause to acquire wealth, to be content; rivulet; a spear 
shaft, branch, stalks of dates with or without the dates. Of these 
roots, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: JjjS qinwdn and 
'’aqnd. 

(IjljjS qinwdn [pi. of n. qinw] clusters of date-carrying stalks 
(6:99) y jj? '^41= I> 't> j and from the date palm, from its 

pollen, [spring] low-hanging clusters of dates. 

""aqua [v. IV, trans.] to cause to possess, to cause to have 
property; to cause to be content (53:48) ji'j ja ’-dj that it is 
He who enriches and causes to possess/to be content. 

j/a/j q-h-r to conquer, to subjugate, to compel, to subdue; to be 
scanty. Of this root, four forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: 
taqhar once; jAli qdhir twice; oJjdi qdhirun once and jl45 qahhdr 
six times. 
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taqhar [imperf. of v. trans.] to oppress (93:9) llU 

as for the the orphan, never oppress him. 

jk^qahir I [act. part.; pi. qahirun] one who subdues, 

one prevailing, one who compels (7:127) hjj indeed 

we have complete power over them II [with the definite article, 
jaUII ^al-qdhir, nominalised act. part.] [an attribute of God] the 
One in indisputable control, the Master (6:18) Jja 'jaUII the 
Supreme Master over His servants. 

Ml-qahhar [nominalised intens. act. part.] [attribute of 
God] the One who holds absolute power over all (12:39) jl4^l 
the One, the All-powerful. 

v/j/j q-w-b to dig, to hollow out, to uproot, to break open, to peel 
off; short span, a distance, to be quite near, imminent. Of this 
root, s-ili qdba occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ljli qaba [n.] length, span, distance (53:9) ‘j 
until he [the Archangel Gabriel] became two bow-lengths away 
or [even] closer. 

q-w-t food, sustenance, to feed, to subsist; to sustain, to guard 
over. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: euljai 
"aqwdt and eiuio muqlt. 

^aqwdt [pi. of n. eijja qUt] food, nourishment, sustenance, 
provisions (41:10) 144 jja'j 1^4 l^ljs I> '44 l&4-j 

then He placed solid mountains on it, blessed it, and measured 
out its [various] provisions. 

1 : 4 ^ muqlt [act. part.] sustainer, guardian, overseer (4:85) 'JAj 
4111 and God is ever watching/guarding over 

everything. 

0^1 jI 3 q-w-s bow, arch, to shoot a bow; to bend, to curve; 
hermitage; hard times. Of this root, qawsayn occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

qawsayn [dual of n. qaws] two bows (53:9) 4-''^ 

‘jl until he [the Archangel Gabriel[ became two bow- 
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£./VJ q-w-^" lowland, plain or level land, marshland, bottom; 
courtyard. Of this root, two forms occur each in a single place in 
the Qur’an: ^15 qa^" and ^ qVatun. 

qd" [n.] barren, desolate plain (20:106) 
li-la ILu i r^y . in and they ask you [Prophet] about the 
mountains: say, [on that day] my Lord will blast them into dust 
and leave them as a flat plain. 

qVatun [n.] open, desolate plain (24:39) 

but the deeds of those who disbelieve are like a mirage 
in a barren plain. 

J/j/j q-w-l speech, talk, to speak, to say, to tell, to attribute; to 
fabricate lies, to gossip, to spread rumours; tongue; king, leader; 
to surmise; to demand; to exchange. Of this root, eight forms 
occur 1621 times in the Qur’an: Jli qdla 1475 times; (J4 qlla 52 
times; JjSj taqawwala twice; Jja qawl 82 times; Jjjlai '’aqdwll 
once; l!4 qll four times; Jila qd^’il four times and qd^’Uln once. 

cl's qdla u [v. intrans.] 1 to speak, to say (5:12) kill Jlij 

and God said, 7 am with you’ 2 to testify, to voice an opinion 
(6:152) lj 'JS. "jij I jlili lijj and if you speak/testify, be just, 
even if he [the person you testify against/for] is kin 3 to instruct, 
to command (24:30) I> Ijl^ [Prophet] 

command believing men to lower their gaze 4 to inspire (18:86) Ula 
Iju2i. llojj Ljiu "ijl 111 (Jujill IjU We inspired/said, 

Dhu’l-Qarnayn, ‘You may either punish or adopt [a policy of] 
good treatment with them’ 5 to submit, to fall into a system 
(41:11) l^li 11 jS ji Hjia 1^1 (jiajSUj 141 Jl^ fllUl 'f 

'tjjjuUa llul then He turned to the sky, while it was smoke, and said 
to it and to the earth, ‘Come, willingly or unwillingly!’ They 
submitted, ‘We come, obedient’ 6 to confess a belief in (22:40) 
kill l4j I jlji J VI Jiij "fA jli: I jkji.1 (jjill those who have been 
driven unjustly from their homes only for believing [declaring], 
‘Our Lord is God’ 7 [with prep. 1] to describe, call or label as 
(2:154) 'oJJ^ V luJ Jj 5011 ciul. ^ lisl O-l I Yj and 
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do not call those who are killed in the way of God ‘dead’; indeed, 
they are alive, only you do not perceive [it] 8 [with prep. <^1 to 
attribute falsely, to say something false against (2:80) J.! 

V U or are you attributing to God things of which you 
have no knowledge? 

JjS qila [pass, v.] 1 to be said, to be told (7:162) I'ojjJl Jia 
’(4v so the unjust among them substituted 
another saying for the one that was said to them 2 to be 
commanded (77:48) ^ ?4i l! 4 lij j and if it is said to 

them, ‘Bow down, ’ they bow not. 

jjSj taqawwala [v. V, trans.] to falsely attribute a statement to 
someone, to fabricate (69:44) ^ jij if he [the 

Prophet] had attributed some fabrications to Us. 

SJkqawl [v. n.; n.] 1 something said, what is said, statement 
(24:51) 1^^.^ Ijj 

j the saying of the believers, when they are summoned to God 
and His messenger so that He may judge between them, is only, 
‘We hear and we obey’’, *(11:53) ^ITja ‘fc. and 

we will not forsake our gods [merely] on the strength of your 
word 2 message, teachings (73:5) 51^ Vjs 2^ Uj We shall 
cast upon you a weighty message 3 sentence, verdict (11:40) Ula 
Jjall [> Vj ijxu\ ciifjj I> '44 d<4.' We said, ‘Carry 

on it a pair of each [species], and your own family-except those 
against whom the sentence has already been passed’ 4 
punishment (27:85) ^ Jjil' indeed, the 

punishment will befall them because of their wrongdoing: so they 
will not speak 5 opinion (51:8) Jja j:4jj indeed, you are of 
opposing opinions. 

JjjlSl ^aqdwTl [pi. of pi. Jjat ‘’aqwdl] falsely fabricated 
statements (69:44) 'odd lik JjSj "jij if he [the Prophet] had 
attributed some fabrications to Us. 

Jjs qTl [v. n.] saying, speaking (56:26) Vj only 

agreeable speech [will they hear there] [lit. but saying ‘Peace, 
peace’]. 

qa’^il I [act. part, pi. oJili qdUlm] one who speaks (33:18) 



^ Vj 0-^1 'oJt Yj uyi ^ God 

may know [take to task] the hinderers among you, those who say 
to their brothers, ‘Come join us, ’ and they come to battle but little 
II [n.] speaker (37:51) luj ij'i a speaker of them 

said, 7 had a close companion [on earth]. ’ 

q-w-m to stand, to halt, to stand up, to rise; to revolt, to resist, 
to rebel; to erupt, outbreak; to set up, to reside, location, to be 
constant; to be straight, to estimate, value, justice; backbone, to 
support, pillar, substance, overseer, to guard over, guardian, 
leader. ^al-Suyuti suggests that the word /ji qayyum might be a 
borrowing from Syriac. Of this root, 25 forms occur 652 times in 
the Qur’an: J.la qdma 33 times; J.lii '’aqdma 54 times; J.1^! 
hstaqdma 10 times; (Jla qd^’im eight times; qd^’imun twice; 

qd'hmatun five times; qiydm seven times; o-Afja 
qawwdmun three times; qayyum three times; ^aqwam four 
times; maqdm 14 times; muqdm three times; kJjU 
muqdmatun once; ^ muqlm eight times; muqlmln twice; ^ 
qayyim five times; qayyimatun twice; qawdm once; ^ 
qiyam once; (.15) ""iqum twice; ‘’iqdmatun once; taqwlm 
once; mustaqim 37 times; qiydmatun 70 times and 
qawm 382 times. 

fkk qama u [v. intrans.] 1 to stand up (4:142) (_ylj I jlili lij j 
I j^ola when they stand up to pray, they do so sluggishly 2 to 
shoulder or undertake a difficult/great task, to assume [a big 
responsibility] (74:1-2) jiiti jpodl you, wrapped up in your 
cloak [and lying down], assume your responsiblity and warn [all] 
3 to rise from the dead (2:275) 7 Ujll ojikt (jjjJI 

those who take usury will [not] rise [on the 
Day of Resurrection ] except like one scourged by Satan’s touch 4 
to be about to act, to undertake (5:6) I 

jkj I jUc-U you who believe, when you are about 
to pray, wash your faces and your hands up to [also interpreted 
as: including] the elbows 5 to stop, to halt, to stand still (2:20) 

I jib! Ijj j 5ui "^41 whenever it flashes on them they 

walk on in it and when it darkens around them they stand still 6 to 
stand in for, to be in the place of (5:107) two 





others [should] stand in for them 7 [with prep. <^] to stand over 
(9:84) Vj r4 f44« 4a.! Jc. Vj and never pray 

over any of them who die, and never stand over his grave 8 to 
depart from, to rise from (27:39) I> }>jSj "J 59 4y*» h! I will 

bring it to you before ^ou rise from your place 9 to worship, to 
pray (9:108) ^ J of liji ^ V 

never worship in it-a mosque founded from the first day on 
consciousness of God is a more fitting place in which you 
worship 10 to function, to exist (30:25) jSj ‘J I>j 
ifL o^jVfj and [one] of His wonders, is that the heavens and the 
earth function by His command 11 to take place, to come to he 
held (14:41) ‘Jt.] li'j Lord, forgive 

me, and my parents and the believers, on the Day when the 
Reckoning is held 12 to discharge one’s duties, to undertake a 
task, maintain/estahlish (4:127) 1 3 °Ju ‘j'j and that you 

discharge your duties towards the orphans in fairness 13 to 
object to, to rebel (18:14) idj \£j Ijilia jj ^ ULjjj 

lkk .1 lij Ula jai 14 ]] 5 gji jk4i [jl We braced their hearts 

when they rebelled and said, ‘Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth; we will never call upon any god other than Him, 
for that would be an outrageous thing to say. ’ 

‘’aqdma [v. IV, trans.] 1 to prop up, to erect, to support 
(18:77) ’J ' j'4a. 144 li-ja and they found a wall in it 

that was on the point of collapsing [lit. wanting to collapse] so 
then he set it up (or, supported it); *(30:30) li4». ojjH J4 U 
devote yourself entirely [lit. set up your face] to the religion 2 to 
observe, to maintain (9:11) I Ij^li [jji if they turn to God 
and maintain the prayer 3 to arrange, to organise, to set up, to 
conduct (4:102) s5tlall J4i lij'j when you [Prophet] are 

with them, and you conduct the prayer for them 4 to institute, to 
keep up, to maintain (11:114) lP' Uljj jtpl and 

keep up the prayer at both ends of the day, and during parts of 
the night 5 to abide by, to stand by, to uphold (5:66) I pla! Jp! "jTj 
‘f^j I> fPj J if they had upheld the Torah and 

the Gospel and what was sent down to them from their Lord 6 to 
straighten, to establish, to perform in an upright manner (65:2) 
p I jkili'j and give witness [correctly] for the sake of God 7 




784 


to assign to (18:105) Uj'j ':\2 We will not hold any 

weighing for them [their deeds], on the Day of Resurrection (or, 
We shall not assign any weight to them on the Day of 
Resurrection). 

^UjL) dstaqdma [v. X, intrans.] to go straight, to become 
upright, to follow the correct path (46:13) Uj'j I jll5 bj 

I those who say, ‘Our lord is God, ’ and then become 
upright, *(9:7) "f4i ^U«a so long as they remain true 
to you be true to them. 

qd^im I [act. part.; pi. qd^imun] 1 one standing (3:39) 
^ pla jAj so the angels called out to him, 

while he stood praying in the sanctuary 2 watching, observing 
(13:33) Uu dS. pli ja ‘fJ\ is He who is aware of the 
actions of every soul [as he who is aware of nothing?] 3 one 
being constant at (3:75) U Vj V ilot "(jj )4Vj 

1^15 but of them is he who, if you trust him [over] with a [single] 
dinar, will not return it to you, unless you persist in standing over 
him 4 that which is taking place, coming true (18:36) "cfd Wj 
I do not think the Hour will take place 5 supporting, 
upholding (3:18) i=liu jjj > Vj V 4^ 

God bears witness, that there is no god but He, as do the angels 
and those imbued with knowledge, upholding justice II [quasi-act. 
part.] upright (3:113) I> 

among the People of the Book there is an upright group who 
recite God’s revelations throughout the night. 

qiydm I [v. n.] 1 rising, standing up (51:45) 1> I Ua 

I JS Uj they could not manage to stand and never were 
they able to defend themselves 2 supporting, providing security, a 
standard (5:97) lP4- God has made the 

Ka‘ba—the Sacred House—a standard for humankind II [v. n.; n.] 
support, mainstay, livelihood (4:5) lP4- » 1^1 Yj 

UilJ and do not entrust to the feeble-minded your property (or, 
the properties of the feeble-minded) over which God has assigned 
to you responsibilty III [pi. of act. part. (Jla qd^im] those who are 
standing up, those who are rising up (39:68) liU is'jA 59 ? fj 
then it is blown another [time] and, behold, they are 
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standing, looking on. 

qawwamun [pi. of intens. act. part. ja qawwani] 1 those 
who are most upright, those who are steadfast, guardians (4:135) 
501 ja ' jj be upholders of justice and bear witness 

for God 2 those who are responsible for, take care of, in charge of 
(4:34) (>0 IjaajI Uojj ijdxj 1011 Jliaa Uoj fllujll (jjloija Jli-jll 

■^r^i men are in charge of women by virtue of what God has 
bestowed on some of them in preference to others and by the 
spending of their money [on women], 

qayyum [intens. act. part.] constant, eternal, guardian, 
benefactor *(2:255) [an attribute of God] the Supporter [of 
all], the Constant, the Everlasting, the Independent. 

^aqwam [elat.] 1 more/most upright (2:282) it. lk,J\ 
s'jt^jill this way is more equitable in God’s eyes, and more 
reliable as testimony 2 more/most precise (73:6) io,! JOll ^0 ‘jj 
51J loLj night worshipping is most taxing [on those who 
conduct it] (or, makes a deeper impression) but far reaching in 
prayer [lit. speech]. 

maqdm I [v. n.] staying (10:71) 'u'4 ijj 

5 OII pOL if my staying among you and my reminding [you] of 
God’s signs are burdensome on you II [n. of place] 1 physical 
place, location (2:125) and take the spot 

where Abraham stood as a place of prayer 2 seat, seating place 
(27:39) OU'io I> J>jaj "J ijja ^ 'Ad't- u! I will bring it to you before 
you rise from your seat 3 rank, position, status (37:164) 10 Vj Ip Uj 
1 .jlw "fL there is not a single one of us but has a known rank', 
*(5:107) ijUji J'j^la two others [should] replace them (or, 
stand in their place) 4 situation, abode, dwelling (26:58) Jj^'j 
treasures and a noble dwelling. 

muqdm [n. of place] 1 place; stand (33:13) V O-ijl 
I jliAjla )>S1 people of Yathrib, there is no place for you [among the 
defending army], so go back! 2 abode, position (25:76) 144 'ai,-0U. 
Oolioj fjSjlOo riu . ik abiding there forever-fair it is as a station and 
abode. 

muqdmatun [n. of place; v. n.] place, abode of 




permanence; act of staying (35:35) J'j Uk! He 

who has, from His bounty, settled us in the home of permanence. 

^ muqlm [quasi-act. part; pi. muqlmun] 1 one who 

is/that which is lasting, constant (9:21) ^ ^ liii [4^ in which 
they will have lasting bliss 2 one who observes, maintains, 
upholds (14:40) Vj niy Lord, make me constant in 

performing the prayer 3 that which is straight; lasting (15:76) 4jj j 
^ jokJ indeed, they [the towns of the people of Lot and Midian] 
are on a highway [till now] remaining. 

(4® qayyim [quasi-act. part.] straight, true (12:40) [jjjll 211j 
that is the true faith. 

Uja qawdma [n.] straightness, correct balance (25:67) ljj j 
kfjs 211j 'ifli (jlS'j IjjMSJ Ijsjk 4 'nnd there are those who, 
when they spend, they neither waste nor are stingy, but keep 
between these to a just balance. 

^qiyam [quasi-act. part.] true, straight, upright (6:161) 

Ujj my Lord has guided me to a 

straight path, an upright religion. 

(•B ^iqdm (= ^iqamatun) [v. n. of v. IV, trans. (with the 
final 6 elided as means of directing attention to the context in 
which the word appears)] act of observing, maintaining, 
upholding (21:73) skjll '(.Uj prjjiJI [>4^) hkjj and 

We inspired in them the doing of good, the upholding of prayer 
and the giving of alms. 

dqdmatun [v. n. of v. IV] act of staying (16:80) I> ■j:41 Jk-j 
'fjij 4j jkku ^UuVl Jjk and He provided for you, 

from the hides of cattle, [houses] tents [that] you find light on the 
day you travel and on the day you settle down. 

taqwlm [v. n. of v. II; n.] forming, moulding; stature 
(95:4) fUjSj 'cf^\ Ijik and indeed. We fashioned 

humankind in the best of statures. 

n a mustaqlm [quasi-act. part.] straight, upright, righteous 
(46:30) jjjjk guiding to the truth and to a 

straight path. 



^al-qiyamatu [n.] the rising, the resurrection *(19:95) J.jj 
the Day of Resurrection', * name of Sura 75, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Resurrection’. 

f^qawm [coll, n.] 1 a people (13:11) U ’J^ 'i 

U God does not change the condition of a people 
unless they change what is in themselves 2 a specified group of 
people (7:59) JUi tsij Jai We sent Noah 

to his people; he said, ‘My people, worship God’ 3 [with the 
definite article "’al-qawm] a certain people (4:104) 

'CijJci uk bj and do not be faint¬ 

hearted in pursuing [those people] the enemy: for if you are 
suffering hardship then they, too, are suffering 4 ones, 
individuals, anyone (49:11) "J >44 V 

no men [no individuals] should jeer at others; as they may [after 
all] be better than them. 

t 5 /j/j q-w-y strength, to be, or become, strong; seriousness; barren 
land, to be without food or provision, to be forsaken, to be 
desolate. Of this root, four forms occur 42 times in the Qur’an: s‘ja 
quwwatun 29 times; quwd once; bja qawiyy 11 times and 
muqwln once. 

5> quwwatun [n.; pi. t^'ja quwd] 1 might, power (81:20) fja cji 
tjjSx »JI iki endowed with might, in the sight of/by the Lord 
of the Throne, secure 2 affluence, prosperity (11:52) » 

■^j5 and He will increase you in prosperity on top of your 
prosperity 3 strength (30:54) 44 > l54- p 

it is God who creates you out of weakness, then He 
brings about after weakness strength 4 resolution (19:12) >. 

John, hold on to the Scripture resolutely 5 firmness, 
tightness (16:92) fja 44 > ^>14 IjjjS S/j do not be 

like a woman who unravels her yam into fibres [lose your unity], 
after [it has been spun] tightly. 

'(Sjk qawiyy [quasi-act. part.] 1 mighty (22:74) » ^jil <J1I bj 
God is truly strong and mighty, *(11:66) [an attribute of 
God] the Strong 2 strong (28:26) > bj ‘>-^' 44^4 14*144.) bjli 
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one of the two women said, ‘Father, hire him, 
the strong, trustworthy man is the best person you could hire ’ 3 
capable, able (27i39) ^ bi I 

will bring it to you before you rise from your seat; for this [the 
throne], I am capable and trustworthy. 

Ch^ muqwln [pi. of act. part. c 5 j^ muqwl] the needy, the 
destitute; those who seek means of livelihood (56:73) UUIaik ’cf^ 
[jjjidl s'jSii We made it [the fire] a reminder and of use to 
the users. 

q-y-d egg shells, to hatch, to crack; to barter, to compensate; 
to foreordain, to destine; to assign, to facilitate, to prepare. Of this 
root, qayyada occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

qayyada [v. II, trans.] to assign, to facilitate, to put in the 
way (41:25) ^44^ U »ljjS We have 

appointed for them companions, who made their present and their 
past [seem[ fair to them. 

q-y-l the noon, siesta, to take a midday nap, a midday resting 
place; to annul; to help out of difficulty; chief Of this root, two 
forms occur 11 times each in the Qur’an: qddlun and JjS- 

maqil. 

JjlS qa^’il [act. part, of v. Jla qdla; imperf yaqil] one who 
rests or sleeps at midday (7:4) Ul-h Uilii so Our 

punishment came to it by night or while they slept in the 
afternoon. 

maqil [n. of place; v. n.] a place for repose, a place for a 
midday siesta; resting at midday, repose (25:24) 

"1^ those in the Garden will have on that Day a 

better home and a fairer place to rest. 



liJ/ kaf 


(Jliil ^al-kaf the 22nd letter of the alphabet; it represents a voiceless 
velar plosive sound. 

ka occurs some 291 times in the Qur’an and functions as: I a 
pronominal suffix jj^), it occurs in two basic forms: 2”'* 
person sing. masc. '^ka [dual l^kuma; pi. kum (17:14) Tjal 
read your record and 2"'^ person sing. fern. ^4 ki [dual US kumd', pi. 
[jS kunna] (19:21) i4j Jia your Lord said II a particle of address 
augmenting the attention-drawing function of the 
demonstratives to which it is attached, ‘there (such-and-such) for 
you to see!’. It varies like a 2"'^ person pronominal suffix: 41 for 
sing. masc. (3:40) iUu U JuL <111 411iS in such a manner [as you can 
see], God does whatever He will, for sing. fern. (19:21) Jli idliS 
i4j in this way [you have been told], your Lord has spoken', US 
for dual (12:37) J[j U- USli that [there for you to see] is part 
of what my Lord has taught me', ^ for pi. masc. (48:15) Jli 
1> in this way [as you have just been told], God has said this 
before', and ‘cf- for pi. fern. (12:32) ^ [jSlia that [therefor 

you to see] is the one you blamed me for. The 2"'^ person sing, 
masc. form is also used in the Qur’an in addressing a group of 
people, treating them, as it were, as a single entity, (4:94) 411iS 

in such a situation [as has just been described to you] you 
yourselves were [once] III preposition (j^ denoting: 1 

mainly similitude or comparison (<^l), ‘as’, ‘like’, ‘in the way 
of, ‘similar to’, ‘resembling’ (3:49) Jill I 

will fashion for you out of clay [something] resembling the form 
of birds 2 causality (^j^I) ‘on account of, ‘in return for’, 
‘because’, ‘as’ (2:198) JUI'U US remember Him because He 

has guided you 3 emphasis (jihll) in the very unusual context 



where the word {mithl), ‘like’ follows prep. Only a single 
example of this type occurs in the Qur’an (42:11) 
similar to Him there is none [lit. there is none similar to the like 
of Him]. 

ka^’s (no verbal root) considered to he an early borrowing, 
perhaps from Aramaic, wine, a cup or glass containing wine (not 
when it is empty). Of this root, ka^’s occurs six times in the 
Qur’an. 

o-is ka^’s [n.] 1 wine (37:45-6) 

a cup from a gushing spring will be passed around for 
them, white, delicious to the drinkers 2 cups or glasses of wine 
(52:23) Vj 1^4 ^ Sf ll-ti 144 (jjL'jGi in it [the Garden] they 

exchange cups of wine, in which there is neither intoxication nor 
a cause of sin. 

ka^anna [a sister of b! ^inna (bj i>) (q-V.), a comparative 
conjunctive occurring 31 times in the Qur’an; it 

introduces a nominal clause] ‘like’, ‘as if, ‘as though’, ‘it is as if 
(55:58) bVj^lj as if they are rubies and coral. 

Cii^ ka^’ayyin a composite interjection consisting of the 41 ka of 
comparison + relative noun b' ^ayy + oij" tanwln = but 
rendered orthographically in Qur’anic script as ka^ayyin. It 
occurs seven times in the Qur’an and denotes exclamation over 
the high frequency of the occurrence of the noun following it, 
‘how many a ...!’ The exclamation conveyed by ka^’ayyin is 
further emphasised by the use of the so-called ‘redundant’ 
preposition after it (12:105) 'dJfk ^ b“ 

144 . 4*4 14414 and how many a sign is there in the heavens 
and the earth which they pass by while they are turning away 
from them! 

JlS kada (see Vj/^l k-w-d). 

jjstS kdfur grape blossoms before they open up, leaves enveloping 
bunches of grapes; sheath of palm tree pollen, the pollen itself; 
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./^jS 

plant pods of any type; mixture of perfume paste; certain plant 
with white flowers; camphor tree. It is attributed to a borrowing 
from Persian, according to ^al-Jawalrqr, or from an Indian dialect, 
according to others; it occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jjiU kafur [n.] camphor; a mixture of chosen scents; a name of 
a spring in Paradise (76:5) IjjaK (jlk hi 

the pious shall drink of a cup/wine whose mixture is camphor. 

Lj/i-j/ti! k-b-b (see also: Lj/iil/Lj/tS! k-b-k-b) to overthrow, to topple, to 
knock to the ground; to apply oneself; skein of wool; detachment 
of horses; crowdedness; hillock of rippled, moist sand. Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: kubbat and 

mukibb. 

Ls kubba [pass, v.] to be flung down (on one’s face) (27:90) 
jUll and whoever comes with evil 

deeds; their faces will be cast into the fire. 

mukibb [act. part.] one who is prone to looking down, 
keeping his sight turned downwards (67:22) ijc. 

is he who goes along grovelling 
on his face better able to find his way, or the one who goes 
upright on a straight path? 

k-b-t knocking down, to crush, to humiliate, to suppress. Of 
this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: yakbit 

once and kubita twice. 

yakbit [imperf. of v. eiS kabata, trans.] to suppress, to 
frustrate, to overwhelm, to crush (3:127) ‘j I jjik liji= 

and that He might cut ojf a part of the disbelievers ’ [army] 
or overwhelm them. 

kubita [pass, v.] to be suppressed, to be overwhelmed, to 
be brought low (58:5) I> 'oiill eiuS uk kill 'ojill [jj 

those who oppose God and His Messenger will be brought 
low, as the ones before them were brought low. 

j/tj/ti! k-b-d liver, the interior, heart, centre, the zenith; content; the 




earth’s metals; hard houlder; great hardship, struggle, to suffer, to 
afflict. Of this root, ^ kabad occurs once in the Qur’an. 

kabad [v. n./n.] (the act of) suffering, toiling, struggling; 
hardship, struggle (90:4) ^ indeed, We have 

created man for toil and trial (or, for hardship and suffering). 

j/i-j/d k-b-r to grow big, to increase, to augment, to gain 
significance, to grow tall; majority, magnitude; to become old, to 
become infirm; honour, pride, to show pride; to become serious; 
to be awed; worst part of something, great sin, great crime; 
dignitaries, leaders, chiefs; praise, exaltation, glorification, 
deference, regard. Of this root, 24 forms occur 159 times in the 
Qur’an: JS kabura seven times; yakbar once; kabbara 
four times; 'jk ^akbara ( 1 ) once; JSj tatakabbara twice; 'jk^\ 
'’istakbara 40 times; jj^ takblr once; mutakabbir three times; 
oijkL mutakabbirln four times; '’istikbdr twice; 

mustakbir twice; mustakbirln four times; JS kibr twice; 

JS kibar six times; jj4 kabir 39 times; kubard^ once; s'jj4 
kabiratun four times; JkS kabd^ir three times; jk kubbdr once; 
jii ^akbar (2) 23 times; jjISI ^akdbir once; Ijjk kubrd six times; 
jS kubar once and kibriyd^ twice. 

kabura u [v. intrans.] 1 to be great, to be awesome (17:50- 
1) ’jki ^ "J ‘J Ijjjk Ja say, ‘Be [as hard 

as] stone, iron, or any other substance that may inspire awe in 
your bosoms’-, *(18:5) ^ cljk what a monstrous 

assertion that comes out of their mouths! 2 [with prep. to 
cause distress; to be burdensome, to be intolerable, to become too 
much to bear (6:35) dUk- iff bj j (^nd if their turning 

away has greatly distressed you. 

jk yakbar [imperf. of v. 'j4 kabira, intrans.] to increase in 
age, to grow up, to reach maturity, to grow old (4:6) "oji 

I j’jk ‘J IjIVj lirjloj Ujikt Vj ^f-^j if you find they 

have sound judgement, hand over their property to them; do not 
consume it wastefully and in haste before they come of age. 

ff kabbara [v. II, trans.] 1 to glorify [God], to magnify, to 
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exalt [Him] (2:185) [^13* U ^ yjskj and to glorify God for 
having guided you 2 to utter the invocation 2il God is the 
greatest, (22:37) U ^ fj^ 211jS thus He 

subjected them to you that you may glorify His name for His 
having guided you. 

jjs) ^akbara (1) [v. IV, trans.] to deem great, formidable or 
awesome (12:31) and when they saw 

him, they were awed by him, and [unwittingly] slashed their own 
hands. 

tatakabbara [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to show pride, to 
act arrogantly (7:13) 'J^ ‘J dii Ui Jli He said, 

‘Descend from it!: it is not for you to act arrogantly in it. ’ 

jjioui) dstakbara [v. X, intrans.] to behave arrogantly, 
haughtily, proudly, or insolently (25:21) \yH 

\’ji£ \‘jx. they have become too proud of themselves, and greatly 
violated all bounds of propriety. 

takbir [v. n. used adverbially] glorifying, exalting 
(17:111) and glorify Him limitlessly. 

JiStiA mutakabbir [act. part., pi. mutakabbirun] one who 

is arrogant, proud or haughty (39:72) so, how 

evil is the abode of the arrogant, *(59:23) jkidi [an attribute of 
God] Possessor of all glory, the truly Great, the Proud. 

dstikbdr [v. n.] acting with insolent pride (35:43) 
acting arrogantly in the land. 

j.iSu mustakbir [act. part.; pi. ujj.5u.ia mustakbirun] one who 
is puffed up with pride (31:7) Jkj ljjO» ^ jiu lijj and 

when Our verses are recited to him, he turns away disdainfully. 

Js kibr [n.] 1 pride, conceit (40:56) U Vj ^ bj 

there is nothing in their hearts but conceit which they will 
never satisfy 2 the greatest share (of something bad) (24:11) 

and he who took upon himself the 
greatest part in it [the slander], will have a painful chastisement. 

jjS kibar [n./v. n.] old age, infirmity (2:266) j 



when he became stricken with old age while having feeble 
offspring. 

jiSkablr I [quasi-act. part.] 1 great, much (2:219) 
pj Ja they ask you [Prophet] about 

intoxicants and gambling: say, ‘There is great sin in both’ 2 
intense, grave, serious, heinous (2:217) 59 ? cf- 

jj 4 ^ JtS they ask you [Prophet] about fighting in the 
prohibited month; say, ‘Fighting in it is a grave offence’ 3 old, 
infirm (28:23) jo^ ^ U JVj and our father is an old man II [n., pi. 
f.\ jk kubard^’] chief, leader, dignitary (33:67) kp'jkj GujU Gkk! Uj 
G We obeyed our leaders and our nobility, so they led 
us astray from the guidance [lit. path]', *(13:9) jo^i' [an attribute 
of God] the All-Great. 

ijiS kabiratun I [quasi-act. part, fern.] 1 great, much (9:121) Yj 
Yj i'jiS Yj ^ U-W <^nd they do not 

spend a little or a lot [for God’s cause[, nor traverse a mountain 
pass, but all is recorded to them [lit. the reward is credited to 
them] 2 hard, difficult (2:45) ffs:- Vj ijxfS j I jiuu2.rj 

seek help with steadfastness and prayer-though this is 
hard, indeed, for anyone but the humble II [n., pi. kabd^’ir] 
great sin (4:31) "pjc. "jaii ^ bj if you avoid 

the great sins of the things We have forbidden you. We will wipe 
out your [minor] misdeeds. 

J[S kubbdr [quasi-act. part.] awesome, formidable, mighty 
(71:22) TjIjS IjSx I jffdj and they have hatched a mighty plot. 

jS\ ^akbar (2) [elat.] 1 greater/greatest (9:72) 5 G 11 't> y'j2^jj 

and acceptance from God is greater still 2 bigger/biggest (34:3) 
ijif. Vj ’jk\ Yj 411j jilal Yj nor anything smaller or 

bigger, but all is recorded in a clear Record', *(21:103) jiVl 
variously interpreted as: blowing of the trumpet heralding the 
Day of Resurrection, Hell Fire or death [lit. the greatest Terror]', 
*(32:21) jiVl LiliJI torment in the Hereafter [lit. the greatest 
chastisement]. 

jjU) ^akdbir [pi. of n. ffS. kdbir (and possibly jdS. kubbdr) ] the 
greatest in nobility and dignity (6:123) jjisi Ulak 




jkJo thus We have appointed in every city chiefs for its 
evildoers. 

jjk kubrd [elat. fem., pl.ji kubar] 1 the greater/the greatest 
(79:20) ivjl so, he showed him the greatest sign/miracle 

2 mighty event, greatest thing (74:35) jjSII '4^* indeed, it 
[Hellfire] is one of the mighty things. 

kibriyd^ [n.] pride, greatness, glory (45:37) 
prj:oUl true pride in the heavens and the earth is His. 

k-b-k-b (also see k-b-b) to throw something face 

down, to throw in a pit, to throw on top of one another; to be 
wrapped up, to be mixed up, a great number. Of this root, I jj$jS 
kubkibu occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

kubkiba [pass. quad, v.] to be gathered and thrown (into 
an abyss) on top of one another (26:94) (jjjhd' j and 

then they will all be thrown headlong into it [Hell], they and 
those who misled them. 

(j/ii/ti! k-t-b to gather together, layers of material; to put letters 
together (i.e. to write), to write down, book, letter, record; army 
regiment; to ordain, prescribed, decreed, to impose, to contract; a 
set amount. Of this root, nine forms occur in 314 places in the 
Qur’an: kataba 35 times; kutiba 14 times; hktataba 

once; kataba once; kdtib four times; kdtibun twice; 
kitdb 250 times; kutub six times and maktub once. 

kataba u [v. trans.] 1 to write (2:79) 

5011 Xi^ so woe to those who write a text with 

their own hands and then say, ‘This is from God’ 2 to write down, 
to record or take down in writing (10:21) bj 

indeed. Our messengers record in writing all your scheming 3 to 
predestine, to decide, to ordain (9:51) Ul U Vj y y 

say, ‘Only what God has ordained for us will befall us’ 4 io 
decree, to make obligatory (5:32) llij 

yull Ujfki jUi ji We decreed upon the 

Children of Israel that he who kills a person—not in retribution 
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for [the killing of] another nor for spreading corruption in the 
land—it is as if he has killed all of humanity collectively 5 to 
prescribe, to make incumbent (6:12) ,jc. LjuS He has 

taken it upon Himself to be merciful. 

kutiba [pass, v.] 1 to be recorded, to be taken down (43:19) 
[jjlLu'j their claim will be written down and they will 

be questioned [about it] 2 to be ordained, to be prescribed 
(2:180) rji. 'Aj oj I'ij Lik 

it is prescribed for you, when any one of you is on the point of 
death, if he is leaving property behind him, that he bequeaths [it] 
to parents and close relatives 3 to be predestined (3:154) jkak "ji Ja 
LjGS tell them, ‘Even if you 

were at home, those who were destined to be killed would still 
have gone out to the places of their deaths. ’ 

L^l dktataba [v.Vlll, trans.] to seek to have something 
written, to cause to be written (25:5) Ijllij and 

they said, ‘[It is just] fables of the ancients, that he has sought to 
have written down. ’ 

lJU kdtaba [v. Ill, trans.] [jur.] to contract a slave to work for 
his/her freedom (24:33) "(jj 

those of your slaves who wish to contract for their 
freedom, make a contract with them, if you know they have good 
in them. 

kdtib I [n.] scribe (2:282) Jidb Ids ‘^S^ ‘‘-Jsij and have a 
scribe write it down justly between you II [act. part.] one who 
writes, one who records (21:94) Sli [>> jAj plklUoll ]> 

'dJdS k! Uj j 5 tk:J 'Ji'JS. as for one who does good deeds and is a 
believer, his efforts will not be rejected and We are recording 
them for him. 

kitdb I [n., pi. dS kutub] 1 written document, written text 
(17:93) o'jij Sd Jju Ijlj [even then], we will not 

believe in your ascension until you bring down on us a book we 
[can] read 2 letter (27:28) take this letter of 

mine and deliver it to them 3 divine record containing the grand 
design and knowledge of all (57:22) Vj U 





uf ^ Vj no calamity befalls either [lit. in\ 

the earth or you, yourselves, except that it is [recorded] in a book 
before we bring it into being', *(13:39) the origin [lit. the 

mother] of the book variously interpreted as: ^ jlll ^al-lawh 

^al-mahfu^ (q-v.) the Eternal Record, the Preserved Tablet, 
Divine knowledge, or the first Sura of the Qur’an 4 divine record 
of all that takes place (6:59) Vj Vj t^'j Vj [there 

is[ not a thing, fresh or withered, but it is in a clear record 5 
individual record for each person (84:7) 'Ji J I> as for 

him who is given his record in his right hand 6 divine revelation 
(3:81) ... ii.! jjj and when God 

took a pledge from the prophets, saying, ‘[If[ after I have given 
you scripture and wisdom ... ’ [also interpreted as: ‘For my 
bestowing scripture and wisdom upon you ’] 7 particular revealed 
books, scriptures: a) the Torah (37:117) j and 

We gave them both [Moses and Aaron] the clarifying Book b) the 
New Testament (19:30) Jii he said: 

7 am a servant of God, He has granted me the Scripture and 
made me a prophet’', *(3:64) JaI people of the book 

[referring to the Jews in particular or the Christians] c) the Qur’ an 
(39:2)t3aJlj LjM dljjj UTjji Uj indeed. We have sent down the Qur’an 
to you with the Truth 8 teachings, divine writ (19:12) ii. 
j'jsj John, hold on to the divine writ firmly 9 decree, verdict, 
an ordinance (8:68) ^^4 Ljli Uji ^ t-jlk Yfi and 
had it not been for an ordinance by God that had come 
previously, a severe punishment would have come upon you for 
what you have taken 10 appointed time (13:38) ASS for 

everything there is an appointed time 11 prescribed period of time 
(2:235) ^ I Sf'j and do not confirm the 

marriage tie until the prescribed period [of waiting] reaches its 
end 12 decreed, or predestined lot, prescribed punishment 
(7:37) Qf pi .v* tdjljl ^Oj ph=>^ 

who is more wrong than the person who forges lies 
concerning God or rejects His revelations?, [for] such people, 
their share of prescribed retribution will catch up with them 13 
written scrolls (21:104) 'ffi on the Day, 

We will roll up the skies the way a scribe rolls up written scrolls 



(or, the way a [folded up] scroll rolls in the writings) 14 [pi. 
kutub] writing (in an interpretation of 21:104) [ji 

on the Day We roll up the skies the way a scroll rolls in 
the writing on it II [v. n.] 1 the aet of writing; the aet of writing 
something down (78:29) We have accounted 

for everything in writing 2 [jur.] eontraeting a slave to work for 
his/her freedom (24:33) ‘(jj tjj*4u 

those of your slaves who wish to contract for their 
freedom, make a contract with them [accordingly], if you know 
they have good in them. 

LjjkA maktub [pass, part.] that whieh is written, reeorded, 
deseribed in writing (7:157) j 

the one [mention of whom] they find recorded [in writing] with 
them [the People of the Book] in the Torah and in the Gospel. 

k-t-m to hide, to eoneeal; to restrain, to suppress, to smother; 
to be silent. Of this root, katama oeeurs 21 times in the Qur’an. 

katama u [v. trans.] 1 to eoneeal, to hide (40:28) Jk'j Jlij 
I> I>> and a believing man of the family of 
Pharaoh, who was hiding his faith, said 2 to keep baek, to 
suppress (2:283) kili Vj do not hold 

back testimonies: anyone who does so has a sinful heart. 

(j/di/ti! k-th-b nearness, proximity, to approaeh; to heap up, to 
eolleet; sand dunes; small amount. Of this root, kathlb oeeurs 
onee in the Qur’an. 

kathlb [n.] heap of sand, sand dune (73:14) 11^ JliJl ejjl£j 
and the mountains will become a heap of running sand. 

j/dj/iti k-th-r to inerease in number, to outnumber, to happen 
frequently; to show pride in wealth and/or children; to be rich, 
plentiful, abundance; river. Of this root, 10 forms occur in 167 
places in the Qur’an: kathura twice; kaththara once; 

"akthara (1) twice; jSkL.! ^istakthara three times; s fiS. kathratun 
twice; jjjS kathir 63 times; ifik kathlratun 11 times; ^akthar 
(2) 80 times; takdthur twice and ^al-kawthar once. 
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Js kathura u [v. intrans.] to be or become a lot. many, much, 
numerous (4:7) 'Js "J ij- Ja jll 'i^Tjj ll- fUilTj 

and to the women a share of what the parents and kinsmen leave, 
whether it be little or much. 

Js kaththara [v. II, trans.] to cause to increase in number, or to 
multiply (7:86) jj and remember [His favour 

upon you] when you were few and He increased you in number. 

jjS) ^akthara (1) [v. IV, trans.] to do something in great 
quantities or frequently; to cause something to increase or 
multiply (89:12) 144 Ij'jiti and so they spread much 

corruption there. 

Hstakthara [v. X, trans.] to seek or obtain something in 
volume, great number, or often (7:188) 't> cljdlfi LauJI CjjS. ‘jTj 
i jLlI U'j JiiJ and if I had the ability to know the future I 

would seek to acquire much good and harm would not touch me. 

5 Js kathratun [v. n.] multiplicity, abundance, multitude (9:25) 
p5iT->r-l jj ifxL yjij and on the day of the battle of Hunayn, 
when you were pleased with your great numbers. 

kathir I [quasi-act. part; fern. s'jjjS kathlratun] many, 
abundant (4:1) il4j'j Vtkj and from the pair of them 

He generated a great number of men and women II [adverbially] 
often, a lot (9:82) IjjjS 1 5Ua l j5V . >.)la let them laugh a little; 
they will weep a lot. 

jjki '’akthar (2) [elat.] 1 more than (4:12) 411j 'Jd Ijjlk [jli but 
if they are more than that 2 most, the greater number (12:40) Jk? 
'ofdjii V most people do not know. 

jjtki takdthur [v. n.] (the act of) seeking to increase, to obtain 
more; vying to accumulate more (102:1) Jil441 the drive to 
accumulate [worldly riches] continues to distract you\ * jSl^l 
name of Sura 102, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verse 1 to the "Accumulation’ of wealth. 

jjjil) ^al-kawthar [intensive v. n./proper name] abundance, 
multitude; name of a river in Paradise (108:1) Uj We 

have given in abundance to you [Prophet] (or, given you the river 



'’al-kawthar); * jS’jSlI name of Sura 108, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 1 to the "Abundance’ of 
goodness (or, the name of the river) granted to the Prophet. 

k-d-h to scratch or scrape off the skin; to bite; to scratch a 
living; hardship; drudgery. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: kadh and kadih. 

kadh [v. n.] applying oneself diligently, striving hard, 
labouring after (84:6) 5 ^?^ Ji ail 

Humankind, you are laboriously toiling towards your Lord, and 
you will meet Him. 

kadih [act. part.] one who strives hard, labours after, toils, 
applies himself diligently (84:6) li-jS aS'j ail (jUJiVI 

Humankind, you are laboriously toiling towards your Lord, 
and you will meet Him. 

j/j/a k-d-r to be muddy, grimy, dreary; to be troubled; cloud of 
dust; to assail, to scatter. Of this root, '’inkadarat occurs 

once in the Qur’an. 

jjlil hnkadara [v. Vll, intrans.] to become murky, to become 
dim (81:2) eij'j'alil J.j^l lil j when the stars are dimmed. 

k-d-y big boulder; obstacle; to deny assistance, to be mean, (of 
water or plants) to cease to give, to be sluggish. Of this root, 
'’akdd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'’akdd [v. IV, intrans.] to hold back, to cease to act, to dry 
up (53:34) only gave a little and then he 

ceased. 

k-dh-b to lie, to deceive; to refute, to accuse of lying, to give 
the lie to; to run away from battle; to be wrong, to be wasted on, 
to fail to be up to a job; to be compulsory. Of this root, 13 forms 
occur in 281 places in the Qur’an: LjjS kadhaba 10 times; s-iiS 
kudhiba once; s-iiS kadhdhaba 171 times; s-iiS kudhdhiba five 
times; kadhib 32 times; ‘-AiS kadhib four times; 



kadhibun 26 times; kadhibatun twice; kadhdhdb five 
times; kidhdhdb twice; makdhub once; takdhib 

once and mukadhdhibun 21 times. 

Ljjs kadhaba i [v.] I [intrans.] to lie (12:27) I> ja bjj 

't> jA j cjjjSa but if his shirt has been torn from behind, 

then she has lied and he is one of the truthful II [trans.] 1 to lie to, 
to make a false statement to (9:90) I JkS jjill idj and 

those who lied to God and His Messenger stayed behind 2 [with 
inanimate object] to deny, to distort (53:11) J\'j U ilyill Ljjk U the 
heart [of the Prophet] did not distort what he saw. 

Ljjs kudhiba [pass, v.] to be denied, to be reckoned or deemed 
as liars (12:110) IjjiS aa I fjidj till when the 

messengers lost all hope and thought that they had been 
dismissed as liars. 

Ljjs kadhdhaba [v. 11] I [intrans. with prep. J to subject to 
denial, to make an object of denial, to reject as false (6:66) 50 
jaJI jA j your people rejected it, even though it is the truth II 
[trans. with object often elided] 1 [with object] to deny, to accuse 
of being false (6:147) ji "^'j JSa [jli if they give the 

lie to you, say, ‘Your Lord is of immense mercy’ 2 [with elided 
object] to refuse, to reject (20:48) 42 s£ 0 - jc. u'ijl ‘J lii] aa Uj 
(Jjjj it has been revealed to us that punishment falls on whoever 
rejects [the truth] and turns his back [on it]. 

Ljjs kudhdhiba [pass, of v. 11] to be disbelieved, to be accused 
of falsehood (6:34) 411)a JLj jiTj other messengers were 
denied before you. 

tjjs kadhib I [n./v. n.] 1 lying (40:28) lialk ^ [ 3 ] if he is 

lying, then upon him is his lying 2 falsehood (16:116) U IjIjSj V j 
liAj Ija LjjSII do not describe the falsehood 

your tongues utter, [saying] ‘This is lawful and that is forbidden’ 
II [adjectival] false (12:18) ^ IjiVj and they came 

with false blood on his shirt. 

tjjls kadhib I [act. part.; pi. kadhibun] one who tells lies, 
one who lies, lying person (9:43) jiuj jjill a) 'cjjfi ^ 
till it became clear to you which of them spoke the truth and you 



[came to] know the liars II kadhibatun used possibly as v. n. 
or fern. n. referring to nafs] denying, stopping; denier (in an 
interpretation of 56:1-2) |jj when that 

which is coming arrives, there will be no denying it (or, stopping 
it, or, no one denying it). 

tj| is kadhdhdb [intens. aet. part.] one who is eonstantly lying, 
habitual liar, ineorrigible liar (54:25) j* l!j 4?* I> 

has the Message been sent down upon him from amongst all 
of us? [No indeed], rather he is an incorrigible liar! 

kidhdhdb [intensified v. n. (said to be of the dialeet of the 
Yemen) used adverbially for intensifieation] adamantly denying, 
strongly aeeusing of lying (78:28) QiS bjUb ' and they 
vehemently rejected Our messages. 

Ljjjia makdhub [pass, part.] falsely stated, belied (11:65) 
u jiS- 'Jic. "ij this is a promise that will not be proved false. 

LrtjjSj takdhib [v. n.] adamant, obstinate denial (85:19) ojill Jj 
tjjSj I fJS. yet still the disbelievers persist in obstinate denial. 

mukadhdhibun [pi. of aet. part, mukadhdhib] those 
who strongly deny or give the lie to (16:36) Ijjkili I jji-4 

'JS. UuS so travel through the earth and see how was 
the end of those who denied. 

Lj/j/ti! k-r-b to twist together, to tighten, to enelose; to depress, to 
oppress; grief, distress; supporting ropes; the broad base of palm 
tree leaves. Of this root, frfr karb oeeurs four times in the Qur’an. 

karb [n.] adversity, afflietion, distress (6:64) 
frj. Qxj God delivers you from it and from every distress. 

j/j/ti! k-r-r to return, to repeat, to turn around, day and night; to 
assail; to be undeeided; eough. Of this root, two forms oeeur five 
times in the Qur’an: SjS karratun four times and karratayn 
onee. 

5jS karratun [n. of unit, dual karratayn) turn, another 
ehanee, another time; assailment, overrunning (an enemy) (17:6) 




‘^4^ s'jSlI Uj'jj then we returned the scales and allowed you a 
turn against them [lit. then We gave back the turn to you against 
them]. 


qm/ j/iti k-r-s a mass of animal droppings, to stick together, 
multi-layered; to beeome matted; group; root; seat, throne. The 
word kursiyy, whieh is derived by Arab philologists from 
this root, is eonsidered to be a borrowing from either Aramaie or 
Syriae. Of this root, kursiyy oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

kursiyy [n.] 1 throne, seat (38:34) [jUjL ui ‘Mj 

LjU! P fiuk We certainly tested Solomon and placed on his 

throne a [lifeless] body, then he repented 2 knowledge, power, 
reign, sovereignty, throne (2:255) His 

knowledge [lit. throne] embraces the heavens and the earth. 

k-r-m to be generous, to be high-minded, to be noble-hearted, 
to honour, to do favours, to treat with hospitality, obliging, 
benefieent, preeious; (of land) to be fertile; thoroughbred, noble; 
vine and grapes. Of this root, nine forms oeeur 47 times in the 
Qur’an: pjf. karrama twiee; ^akrama four times; karim 27 
times; kirdm three times; ^akram twiee; ^ikrdm 
twiee; mukarramatun onee; ^jk^ mukrim onee and afe“'jk^ 

mukramln twiee. 

karrama [v. II, trans.] 1 to honour (17:70) ^ 

We have honoured the children of Adam 2 to favour, to single out 
for favour (17:62) (^>11 li* Jli he said, ‘Do You see 

this one whom You have honoured above me ? ’ 

^jk) ^akrama [v. IV trans.] 1 to treat with generosity, to honour 
(89:15) ^ukjj ^'jkti <ij sSlil U |jj [jUjVI HU as for man, whenever his 
Lord puts him to the test by honouring him and granting him ease of 
living 2 to treat with kindness (89:17) Ai 'siA no 

indeed!, you [people] do not show kindness to the orphan', *(12:21) 
AJL look after him well, treat him hospitably [lit. honour his 
abode]. 

karim [quasi-aet. part.; pi. kirdm] 1 generous (27:40) 
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"^jS. ^ Jij tjji then my Lord is All-sufficient, All-generous', 
*(23:116) [an attribute of God] the Most Generous 2 

plentiful (8:4) Jjjj and plentiful provision 3 noble (26:58) 
jjjS'j treasures and a noble dwelling/station/position 4 
dignified, one who behaves with dignity, one who behaves with 
self-respect (25:72) U'jS I Jffi >116 I Jffi Ijjj and when they come 
across some frivolity, they pass on with dignity. 

j»jk) ^akram [elat.] 1 the most honoured, the noblest (49:13) o} 
5 dll 'Xtc. tko'jk! the most noble among you with God are the 
most God-fearing among you 2 [attribute of God] the Most 
Exalted, the Most Bountiful (96:3) l4jj read!, your Lord 
is the Most Bountiful One. 

dkrdm [v. n.] exalting, honouring (55:78) H ‘C)'? 

J54JI blessed is the name of your Lord, the Lord of Majesty 
and Honour-giving. 

mukarram [pass. part, of v. 11 ] honoured, venerated 
(80:13) > on honoured leaves. 

mukrim [act. part.] one who honours (22:18) Ua <111 ]>j 

as for the one God disgraces, he has no one to honour 

him. 

( 2)^6 mukramun [pi. of pass. part. mukram] those who 
are honoured (21:26) Jj no!, they are only [His] 

honoured servants. 

a/j/41 k-r-h hardship; to dislike, to loathe, antipathy; to force; 
calamity. Of this root, nine forms occur 41 times in the Qur’an: 
»jS 17 times; »jk karraha once; fjkl ^akraha four times; Ij4 
^ukriha once; ojk karh five times; ojS kurh three times; o> 
kdrihun seven times; ol jk] ^ikrdh twice and »jjSLmakruh once. 

ijS kariha a [v. trans.] 1 to dislike (2:216) jAj 1^ Ija'jSj ‘j 

and perhaps you may dislike something although it is good 
for you 2 to be against, to be averse to (9:46) <111 [jSTj 

but God was averse to their going forth, so He discouraged 

them. 




ijS karraha [v. II trans. with prep. <^j] to cause to be hated, 
loathed, disliked (49:7) j j and He has 

made hateful to you disbelief, mischief and disobedience. 

ijki '’akraha [v. IV trans.] to compel, to force (10:99) » jkj cjjU! 
]j4j,o> I jjjS) ji:. would you [Prophet] compel people so as to 

become believers? 

tjd ^ukriha [pass. v. IV] to be compelled (16:106) ]> Vj 

ijUjVIj except for him who is compelled whilst his heart 

remains at rest in the faith. 

» jS karh [v. n. used adverbially] (the act of) compelling, 
imposing, forcing (4:19) Ijjj5 "J l!?4 V it is not lawful 

for you to inherit women against their will. 

kurh [v. n.] (the act of) hating, loathing (2:216) LiS 

TjS jA j Jtai fighting is ordained for you, though it is loathsome 
to you. 

kdrihun [pi. of act. part. »JS kdrih] those who hate, 
loathe, dislike (23:70) (jj*j'4 J) indeed, he 

has brought them the truth but most of them hate the truth. 

sljkl ^ikrdh [v. n.] (the act of) compelling, forcing (2:256) »rjkj V 
ijj’J there should be no compulsion in religion. 

makruh [pass, part.] hated, loathed, loathsome, hateful 
(17:38) Ia j'jk- 2 £'j ^ aii the evil of all these [actions] 
is hateful to your Lord. 

k-s-b to earn one’s living, to profit, to acquire; to gather, 
acquisition; birds of prey. Of this root, two forms occur 67 times 
in the Qur’an: 44,4 kasaba 62 times and 4444 ] ^iktasaba five 
times. 

kasaba i [v. trans.] 1 to earn, to gain ( 111 : 2 ) klU kj4 U 
444 U'j neither his wealth nor what he has gained will avail him 2 
to commit (5:38) 4-4 4u 4444? I jllJlj lijUJIj as for the 

male and female thief, cut off their hands as a punishment for 
what they have committed 3 to do (52:21) "oja'j 444 14 
each person is in pledge for what he did 4 to intend, to mean 
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(2:225) U ^STj ‘^id J kl ^ki V God will 

not take you to account for oaths you have uttered 
unintentionally, but He will take you to account for what your 
hearts have intended. 

LftuijS) Hktasaba [v. VIII, trans.] to commit, to acquire a bad 
thing (2:286) CiTi.r6l 1 gjWj Uo \fitUj Vj i. iKj V God 

does not burden any soul beyond its capacity: for it is [only] that 
which it has gained and against it [only] that which it has 
committed. 

k-s-d (of the market) to be dull, market depression, to be 
sluggish, to be stagnant. Of this root, kasad occurs once in the 
Qur’an. 

kasad [v. n.] slackness of commerce, sluggishness of trade 
(9:24) U'jUjS s'jtajj and a trade you fear may become 

stagnant. 

eclipse, to become dark; to cast one’s sight down, to be 
dejected; to cut off, to cut up, piece of cloud. Of this root, two 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: ^1^4 kisf once and kisaf 
four times. 

uLs kisf[n.-, pi. lJLS. kisaf 1 piece, part, segment (26:187) 
tjjSjllall cjj£ ‘ijj f UUl dfc. so make bits of the heavens fall 

down on us, if you are telling the truth 2 [adverbially] in pieces 
(17:92) lilt clddj US iULlI '} or make the sky fall on us, 
in pieces, as you have claimed. 

k-s-l laziness, to be sluggish, to be idle, to be negligent. Of 
this root, kusdld occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

(jiUiS kusdld [pi. of quasi-act. part, kasldn and kasil, 
used adverbially] lazily, reluctantly, sluggishly (4:142) lij j 

<_yJUS I j^la and when they stand up to pray, they do so 

sluggishly. 

jjo^/S k-s-w clothes, attire, to clothe, to wear, to be garbed. Of this 
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root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: kasa three 

times and kiswatun twice. 

^ kasa u [v. trans.] 1 to garh, to clothe (4:5) 1^4 jSjJj 
make provision for them from it and clothe them 2 to 
cover, to encase (23:14) 14kl U’j^jka then We clothed the bones 
with flesh. 

VJuS kiswatun [n./v. n.] clothing, providing the clothing (5:89) 

the atonement for it is feeding ten poor people of the average of 
what you feed your own household, clothing them or liberating a 
slave. 

k-sh-t to peel away, to peel off, to flay, to scratch off Of this 
root, Calais kushitat occurs once in the Qur’an. 

.JaJis kushita [pass, v.] to he peeled off, to be stripped off, to be 
peeled away (81:11) iUUl Vfjwhen the sky is peeled away. 

k-sh-f to uncover, to remove, to bare, to reveal, to disclose; 
to have a receding hairline; to weaken in battle. Of this root, 
seven forms occur 20 times in the Qur’an: U44 kashafa 13 times; 
t yukshaf once; ^44$ kashf once; ^1£ kdshif twice; Ija4lk 
kdshifu once; ^14 kdshifatun once and cjU41£ kdshifatun once. 

<-i4s kashafa i [v. trans.] 1 to bare, to uncover (27:44) ^ 

‘fc. cija44j she took it to be a deep pool of water, and bared 
her legs 2 to relieve from (23:75) j4a U lji44j "jTj 

even if We had showed them mercy and removed the affliction 
that is upon them 3 to take off, to remove (50:22) lji44a 

jijk 'fjA\ We have removed from you your covering, so your 

sight today is sharp, 

LlJtdi yukshaf [imperf pass, v.] to be bared, to be exposed 
*(68:42) ‘cfr <. i . a5j on the Day when matters become dire, 
the Day of Judgement [lit. the Day when legs are bared], 

<-i4s kashf [y. n.] (the act of) removing, taking away (17:56) 5li 
54^ Yj )4jc. (jj4I4 they have no power of removing 

harm from you nor of averting [it]. 



(-*4^ kashif [act. part.; pi. kashifuti', fern. 

kashifatun', pi. kashifat] one who removes, takes away, 

bares (39:38) "j* ‘(jj if God desires 

harm for me, are they able to remove His harm? 


k-^-m to suppress, to conceal, to keep silent; to be oppressed, 
to put a stop to; breathing tract. Of this root, three forms occur six 
times in the Qur’an: kd^imln twice; kafim three times 

and mak^um once. 

kd^imln [pi. of act. part. kd^im] 1 one who 

suppresses, one who keeps a very tight control (3:134) jidiKirj 
kuiil those who restrain [their] anger 2 that which blocks, chokes, 
firmly obstructs (40:18) LjjJsil jj 

and warn them of the Day of the approaching doom, when hearts 
come next to the throats, choking [them] [also interpreted as: 
keeping silent or grieving silently]. 

kafim [quasi-act./pass. part.] suppressing the feelings, 
keeping feelings under tight control; choked with grief, 
distressed, grieved, grief stricken (12:84) Jjkll »ljj4 

and his eyes went blind (or, became flooded with tears) and 
he was grief stricken. 

mak^iim [quasi-pass, part.] distressed (68:48) Vj 
ja'j jU jj PjkJl and do not be like the fellow of the 

whale, when he called out [only] when he was in distress. 


k-^-b ankle, ankle bone, heel; cube, dice, to fold in a square 
shape, square building; honour; the Ka‘ba; busty, (of women) 
well-formed; to speed up. Of this root, three forms occur four 
times in the Qur’an: ka^'bayn once; ^al-ka^'batu twice 

and kawdHb once. 

ka’^bayn [dual of n. ka’^b] [jur.] ankle bones (also said 
to mean heels) (5:6) <Jj wipe your 

heads and your feet up to [also interpreted as: including] the 
ankles/heels. 

^al-ka^'batu [proper n.] the Ka‘ba, the Sacred House in 
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Mecca (5:97) l54- God has made the 

Ka ‘ba-the Sacred House-a standard for humankind. 

kawdHb [pi. of fern. n. t^lkfca7^] well-formed maidens, 
women whose breasts have formed (78:33) O'js! LjcIjSj nubile 
companions. 

k-f-'’ equality, capability, credentials; to reward; peer, alike; to 
turn over face down, to tilt, to shield; yield. Of this root, i ^ 
kufuwan (also read as iyiS kufu^an) occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ijis kufuwan [quasi-act. part.] equal, peer (112:4) I'jik ^ "(jk) jjj 
ikl and equal to Him there is none. 

Cjji^/S k-f-t to alter, to change; to detain, hiding place, place for 
burying things/people; to compete; difficulty; livelihood; small 
cooking pot, to sheathe; death. Of this root, cjUS kijdt occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

cjUS kifdt [v. n. as n. of place] terrain, territory, holding place, 
home, habitat, environment (77:25-6) tlk 

did We not make the earth a home for the living and the dead? 

k-f-r to cover, to hide, to cover seed in the soil, to plant seeds, 
planter; to wear a garment over the shield; to be ungrateful, to 
hide God’s existence, to deny God, not to believe, to blaspheme, 
to be an infidel; darkness of night, night; the sea; great valley; 
rain; to prostrate, to show humility. ^al-Suyuti quotes an opinion 
that jiS kajfir is a borrowing from either Nabataean or Hebrew. 
Of this root, 17 forms occur 510 times in the Qur’an: JS. kafara 
286 times; kufira three times, kajfara 14 times; ^akfara 
once; kufr 37 times; jal4 kafir five times; kdfirun 114 

times; s'jiS kafaratun once; jUS kufidr 21 times; s'jilS kdfiratun 
once; kawdfir once; jjik kufur three times; jjiS. kafur 12 
times; jUk kajfdr five times; s'jUk kaffdratun four times; Jjik 
kufrdn once and jjslS kafur once which philologists classify under 
this root although they recognise it as a borrowing. 

jis kafara u I [v. intrans.] 1 [also with prep, j] to disbelieve, to 
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j/ui/d 

reject or deny God (31:23) ^ JS, and whosoever 

disbelieves, let not his disbelief sadden you [Prophet]', * IjjiS 
[with no further qualifications, a generic term for ‘those who do 
not recognise the existence of God’, atheists or idolaters. It is 
contrasted with ‘those who believe’ (q.v.)] (2:6) ojill o} 

^ "fj -d IjjiS as for those who 

disbelieve, it makes no difference whether you warn them or not: 
they will not believe 2 to blaspheme, to attribute to God that 
which He rejects (5:73) bj they surely 

disbelieve who say God is the third of three 3 to deny or reject the 
Message of Muhammad (98:1) jdSj ^ JJS, (jiill [j 

(jjkai the ones who confessed disbelief [in the 
Message of Muhammad] from among the People of the Book and 
the idolaters would never desist [abandon their position] till the 
Clear Sign came to them 4 to disobey or ignore a command of 
God (2:102) pSIj ^ ^ 'jii'j 

jkUl I jji and [instead] they followed what the 

devils taught about the Kingdom of Solomon-not that Solomon 
disobeyed [the command of God] but [it is] the devils who 
disobeyed [the command of God] teaching people witchcraft 5 
[with prep. J to deny any of God’s signs or attributes (19:77) 
rjjj VU ‘i^Jj Jli'j UjUL tsiJI have you considered the one 
who rejects Our revelation, who says, ‘I will certainly be given 
wealth and children’? 6 to fail to be grateful for a favour done, 
particularly by God, to deny a favour given (27:40) 

'jaki )>! this is by the grace of my Lord, to test me 

whether I shall give thanks or shall be ungrateful 7 [contrasted 
with doing good] to behave outrageously, to be irreligious, to 
behave irreligiously (30:44) jik 

whosoever commits evil deeds, his bad deeds will be 
against him, and whosoever does good deeds, it is for themselves 
that they make provision 8 to reject someone or some idea (2:256) 
5 dllj pjc-Uallj ‘jkj ‘iffi so whoever rejects false deities and 
believes in God II [v. trans.] to reject, to deny, to turn away from 
( 11 : 68 ) J fh rid y! l Jjs, j[ jl Sf! 144 rjji) ‘Js, as though they 
had never lived and flourished there. Indeed, the Thamud denied 
their Lord-so, away with the Thamud. 




kufira [pass. v. with. prep. J 1 to be denied, to be rejected 
(4:140) ^ |jj if you hear the revelation of God 

being denied 2 to be begrudged or denied the reward of one’s 
work (3:115) »U'j and whatsoever they do of 
good, [the reward of] it will not be begrudged them. 

jis kajfara [v. 11 trans. with prep. I>] (of God) to acquit or 
relieve one from sins or bad deeds (8:29) Uliji ^ bj 

jiij j )»Sjc. ja^'j if you remain conscious of God, He will 

give you a criterion of discrimination [between right and wrong], 
acquit you of your evil deeds and forgive you. 

u ma '’akfarah [exclamation] ‘what an ingrate he is!’ 
(80:17) a'jiSl U ^perish man!, how ungrateful he is! 

jis kufr [v. n.] 1 denial of God (31:23) ja^ I>j and 

whosoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief sadden you 2 [with 
prep. J rejection of God’s signs and other attributes (4:155) 

5 UII pUL ySj and because of their breaking their 

pledge and for their rejecting God’s revelations/signs 3 
ingratitude in the face of God’s favours (14:28) Iyi!! yi y JJ? 
I'jiS have you given thought to those who exchange God’s 

favour for ingratitude. 

kafir I [n., pi. jUS kuffdr] 1 a disbeliever (47:34) yil bj 
^ <111 ya jlaS IjjUo P Cfi- God will not 

forgive those who disbelieve, who bar others from God’s path, 
and die as disbelievers 2 husbandman, planter, farmer (57:20) 
kitjj jlaSlI L-ip! die. like a rain the growing power of which delights 
the sowers II [act. part./n., pi. oJ3^ kdfirun] 1 one who rejects or 
denies God (9:55) "f44ajt tyy'j and their souls perish 

while they are disbelieving', * bby!^^ name of Sura 109, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Disbelievers’ 2 one who rejects God’s teachings (2:41) Ijjjkj V'j 
5 U yiS Jji do not be the first to disbelieve in it 3 one who does not 
live by God’s commands (5:44) dlijfi kill Jjjf ly tik) b-j 
bjjillll those who do not judge according to what God has sent 
down are [in fact] rejecting God III [quasi-act. part.] disbeliever 
(12:87) bjy'411 J."jall VI ^1 ^‘j'j y» b4y indeed, none despair of 





the Mercy of God except the people who disbelieve. 

kafaratun [intens. pi. of JIS kafir] obstinate infidels 
(80:42) s'jaill s'jikll isliljl such will be the obstinate disbelievers, 
the debauched. 

SjiU kdfiratun [quasi-act. part, fern., pi. jiljk kawdfir] feminine 
infidel (60:10) I Yj and do not hold on to marriage 

ties with disbelieving women. 

jjk kufur [v. n.] 1 rejecting or denying God (17:99) 

Ijjik Vj but the wrongdoers refuse everything except disbelief 2 
rejecting God’s guidance (25:50) I^4-“ "iij 

I jja£ Vj many times have We repeated this to people so that they 
might take heed, but most persist in their rejection. 

jjis kafur [intens. act. part.] obstinate ingrate, determined 
rejecter of God (17:67) fjjaS tj'-uV' iP-'j man is ever ungrateful. 

jUS kajfdr [intens. act. part.] determined ingrate, obstinate 
rejecter of God (14:34) jUS ^‘cj t* V 541^ ^ ‘cfj 
if you count God’s blessings you will never number them—man is 
truly unjust and ungrateful. 

SjUS kajfdratun [intens. act. part. fern, functioning as a n.] 
[jur.] retribution, atonement, expiation, an act or something 
offered as expiation (5:95) s'jUk or the atonement of 

feeding the needy. 

jjlU kafur (see alphabetically). 

k-f-fpdlm of the hand, to take by the hand, to cease, to fend 
off; (of eyesight) to be lost; to gather together, the masses; to ask 
for alms, modest means. Of this root, three forms occur 15 times 
in the Qur’an: us kaffa eight times; US kajfayh (with elided a 
before pron. suffix) twice and ^IS kdjfatan five times. 

<-is kaffa u [v. trans.] to restrain, to hold back, to ward off, to 
curb (4:84) I jjiS uS) ‘J Aill God may curb the power 

of the disbelievers', *(5:11) uSa He restrained them [lit. 

He stayed their hands from you]. 



kajfayh [dual of n. kaff + pron. suffix a] two palms (of 
the hand), two hands (13:14) fUl ^ like someone 
stretching forth his two hands towards water, *(18:42) LiJ£ 

jiji U Jic. and there he was, wringing his hands [lit. 
turning his hands from one side to the other] over what he had 
spent on it. 

kdjfatan [act. part.] I [used adverhially] altogether (9:36) 
Ail£ jijlij US [jjSjUUl Ijijlaj and fight the polytheists altogether 
just as they fight you altogether II [intens. act. part, also 
adverbial] one who puts a stop to something, a restrainer; 
altogether (34:28) IjjUj ^IS Vj auLj! Uj We have sent 
you [Prophet] only to bring good news and warning to all people 
(or, to put a stop to the evil of humankind). 

J/iJ/t4 k-f-l posterior, rump, buttocks; to undertake, to guarantee, to 
provide for, to sponsor, guardian; share, equal amount. 
kifiaym, ‘twice the amount’; is considered by some philologists to 
be a borrowing from Ethiopic. Of this root, six forms occur 10 
times in the Qur’an: yakful three times; 2^ kaff ala once; 

^akfala once; kifi three times; kifiayn once and J# kafil 
once. 

JiSj yakful [imperf of v. kafala] to foster, to take 
responsibility for a child (3:44) '4 ^ 

you were not present among them when they cast lots to see 
which of them should become guardian of Mary. 

kaffala [v.II doubly transitive] to place someone under the 
guardianship of another, to entrust someone to the charge of 
another (3:37) Uj^'j lUU. hU Jji so her 

Lord received her with gracious favour and made her grow in 
goodness and placed her under the guardianship ofZachariah. 

^akfala [v. IV, doubly trans.] to transfer the responsibility 
of something/someone to another (38:23) 'C)jL4j ^ ^ bj 

JIB sVI j AJUj this my brother has ninety-nine ewes 

and I have one ewe, so he said, ‘Put her in my charge. ’ 

Jis kifi [n.] part, portion, share (4:85) AJ ajU. I>j 
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and whoever intercedes with a bad intercession will have 
a share of if, *(21:85) Dhd’l-Kifl\ according to the 

commentators this is the name of a particular prophet whom they 
name as Elijah, Joshua, Zachariah or Ezekiel. He was so-named 
because he undertook to take responsibility either for some 
people or for some charitable work and he fulfilled his promise. 

tlaiis kiflayn [dual of n. kifl] two shares, double share, large 
share (57:28) j jjx jj I IjSjI IjioU 

believers, be mindful of God and have faith in His Messenger-He 
will give you generously [lit. a double share] of His mercy. 

kafil [n.] guarantor, surety (16:91) UojS’jj 'i) (jUjVl 1 jliaxi V j 
ja'j and do not break oaths after their being 
confirmed, when you have made God your surety [over them] 
(reference to the practice of concluding agreements, written or 
verbal, by the invocation (28:28) L!:!SjJjajU(_yk4ilj and God is 
witness over what we say). 

k-f-y livelihood, food; sufficiency, modest income; to stand 
for someone; to spare, to protect. Of this root, two forms occur 33 
times in the Qur’an: kafd 32 times and kdfi once. 

jjis kafd i I [v. trans.] 1 to be enough, sufficient, satisfying 
(29:51) 4LJ4 hiji! u! does it not suffice them 

as a [proof] that We have sent the Book down to you, which is 
being recited to them?', * j kafd bi [with intensifying prep, j 
( q.v.) prefixed to the grammatical subject of kafd] sufficient 
indeed it is to have (such-and-such) as (such-and-such) (4:45) 

5 UIIJ ^JStj God is indeed sufficient as an ally II [v. doubly trans.] 
1 to spare someone the trouble of something, to take care of a 
problem for someone (33:25) ijMI kill and God spared 

the believers fighting 2 to stand in for someone in a difficult 
situation, to protect someone from someone or something (15:95) 
21 luaS Uj We sufficed you against the mockers. We took 
care of them for you. 

kdfi [act. part.] one who protects; one who suffices (some 
commentators derive this single occurrence of from the root 



k-f-\ meaning one who rewards) (39:36) kSac. UiKj ^11 'u^\ 
does not God suffice/protect his servant? 

k-l-'’ pasture, vegetation, herbage; to guard over; to stay awake 
at night; shore, to bring a boat in to port. Of this root, 
yakla^ukum occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Sti yakla'’ [imperf. of v. kala^’a, trans.] to shelter, defend, 
protect, to give sanctuary to (21:42) I> cJa 

say, ‘Who could shelter you night and day other than [lit. away 
from] the Lord of Mercy?’ 

its kild [masc. n. occurring once in the Qur’an; fern. UK kiltd, also 
occurring once, and always in construct (^14=]) with a definite 
noun or pronominal suffix] both of (18:33) t^KI ejul'd UK both 
gardens produced their [proper] yield. 

k-l-b dog, any wild animal, to train animals and birds for 
hunting; to become fierce; rabies; to fight over; hanging hook; 
gluttony. Of this root, two words occur six times in the Qur’an: 

kalb five times and mukallibln once. 

US kalb [n.] dog (7:176) ji ^ dlK ^ 

so his likeness is as the likeness of a dog, if you attack him, 
he pants [with his tongue out] and if you leave him alone, he 
pants [with his tongue out]. 

duis^ mukallibln [pi. of act. part. US^ mukallib] one who trains 
animals or birds or keeps them for hunting (5:4) U'j JU J?-' 
^ jUUit permitted to you [for food] are all good 

things and [the catch of] such predatory creatures as you train to 
hunt. 

kiltd (see its kild). 

k-l-h scowling, frowning, to be grave, austere; hardship, 
famine; succession of thunderbolts. Of this root, kdlihun 

occurs once in the Qur’an. 




kalihun [pi. of act. part. kalih] scowling, glowering, 
gloomy (23:104) '44 jljil ^ the Fire will scorch 

their faces and they will abide in it scowling [in pain ]. 

i-i/J/t4 k-l-f freckles, vitiligo; to be fond of; cost, task; to take the 
trouble; to be keen, to be in charge; to feign. Of this root, three 
forms occur eight times in the Qur’an: nukallif five times; 

tukallafWice and mutakallifin once. 

tiKi nukallif[imperf. of v. II trans.] to charge someone with (a 
task), to burden someone with (a task) (23:62) l^j Vj llij ^-iKj V j 
we do not charge/burden any soul with more than it can bear. 

tukallaf [imperf. pass. v. II] to be charged with, to be 
burdened with, to be made responsible for (4:84) V 
2Lij Vj so fight in God’s cause; you are made responsible 
only for yourself 

mutakallifin [pi. of act. part. mutakallif] pretender, 
impostor, one who affects something, one who feigns (38:86) U J5 
u! U'j jk! [jx [Prophet] say, 7 ask no reward 

whatsoever of you for this, nor am I one of the impostors. ’ 

J/J/<4 k-l-l to fatigue; the blunt side of a knife; to be childless, to die 
without leaving children to inherit; to be a burden on someone; 
head gear, crown, to surround. Of this root, two forms occur three 
times in the Qur’an: dS. kail once and kaldlatun twice. 

kali [quasi-act. part.] dependent (16:76) 7 

iV fic. JS ja'j one of them is dumb, having no power over 
anything, and he is entirely dependent upon his master. 

kaldlatun [v. n., also used adverbially] [jur.] the state of 
having no children, no parents and no inheritors from the father’s 
side (4:12) jkli cjkf ‘J\ i\'JA j 'kbs bjfi Jkj [jjj 

cjlall ^ 211 j ‘of. 'jb\ IjjlS [jli and if a man or a woman 

[’s legacy] is inherited [while they are] as a "kaldlatun’ (i.e. 
leaving no children or parents, but half brother/s and/or half 
sister/s on the mother’s side) while having a brother or sister [on 
the mother’s side] for each of them is one sixth, but if they were 
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more than that [two], they share one third. 

hull [determiner] every, all. It oecurs 356 times in the Qur’an, 
always in a construct (28:45) ck everything. It 

sometimes appears elliptically, in which case it always has the 
nunation of compensation (q.v.) (4:130) pij tfjiu "ijj j 

4 ill but if the two [husband and wife] do separate, God 
will provide for each [one of them] out of His plenty. When 
negated, JS hull conveys the meaning of ‘not any (one)’ but not 
‘not every (one)’, or ‘not each (one)’ as it is sometimes rendered 
(68:10) do not yield to any contemptible 

swearer. The second term of the construct with hull could be 
either definite or indefinite and in either case the whole construct, 
including hull, could play a nominal, adjectival or adverbial 
role, as follows: I [nominal 1 [with countable n.] every, 

each (10:30) eijsLo! U JS jLj there and then every soul will 
experience what it did in the past 2 [with mass n.] all (3:93) 
Jjjrjloj 5U. (jlS all food was lawful to the children of Israel 

II [adjectival, the emphatic (soSydl)] every single one, every bit 
(3:119) ^ ujVJjj and you believe in all and every one of 
the revelations III [adverbial extremely, to the 

extreme, all the way (17:29) jk \flddu V'j and do not spread it 
out wide [lit. with complete spreading]. 

LdS kullamd [conjunction, occurring 17 times in the Qur’an, 
consisting of jk hull + adverbial md U); joining two verbal 

clauses in a time sequence, each of which begins with a verb in 
the perfect form.] each time, whenever ( 2 : 20 ) ^ IVS- UdS 

whenever it [lightning] flashes on them they walk on in it. 

ki kalld [particle of response occurring 33 times in the Qur’an] 1 
[rebuke and repulsion so described by the 

grammarians] ‘not at all!’, ‘never!’, ‘certainly not!’, ‘by no 
means!’ (19:79) ^ jmj Jjsu U LjuSL 5\k no indeed!, 

[desist!] We shall record what he says and shall assuredly 
prolong for him the chastisement 2 [emphasis (jj^UII)] no way, not 
ever (83:7) U ks my indeed!, the list of the 



wicked is in Sijjin [a clearly numbered list]. 


k-l-m to cut, to wound; speech, utterance, word, to speak, 
conversation. Of this root, eight forms occur 75 times in the 
Qur’an: kallama 19 times; JJS kullima once; yatakallam 

four times; kaldm four times; ^ kalimatun 28 times; cjUS 
kalimdt 14 times; ^ kalim four times and taklim once. 

^ kallama [v. 11, trans.] to speak to, to talk to (6:111) Uji jij 
J4:akj Ufjj even if We sent the angels down to 

them, and the dead spoke to them. 

^ kullima [pass, of v. 11] to he spoken to, to he talked to 
(13:31) ... 50 ‘j 5 U c-ji ‘j 5 U ‘c.JL. ‘J ’/j if 

there were ever to be a discourse with which mountains could be 
moved, the earth shattered or the dead spoken to ... 

yatakallam [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to speak, to talk 
(78:38) (j4 V ^jj on the 

Day when the Spirit and the angels stand in line, they will not 
speak save for the one to whom the Beneficent gives permission. 

kaldm [n.] 1 speech, talk, utterance, spoken words (2:75) jsj 
0 fkc. U iu 'ijfdLdi (jlS when a group of 

them used to hear the words of God and then pervert them, [even] 
after they had understood them 2 [v. n.] (the act of) speaking 
(7:144) ^ Jj Jli He said, 

‘Moses, I have chosen you over other people by [giving you] My 
messages and by my speaking [to you]. ’ 

AjJs kalimatun [n.] 1 word (14:24) ^ a good 

word is like a good tree; *(4:17) (epithet for Jesus) His 
Word; *p:45) -cu ^ a Word from Him [epithet for Jesus]; 
*(3:39) (epithet for Jesus) in a Word from God 2 mere 

words, empty talk (23:100) ja ^ bs 'ckf Uji 
tfrijla ‘that I might act righteously in the things I neglected, ’ no 
indeed!, this is a [mere] word [only words] he is saying 3 advise, 
message, instruction (43:27) ^ ^ and 

he bequeathed this advice to his descendants that they might 
return [to God] 4 decree (10:33) [4^! jjil 2)u'j ^ 211j£ 
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V in this way, your Lord’s decree about those who defy [the 
Truth] has come true-they do not believe 5 status, position, cause 
(9:40) ^JL3 \j’jk ^ lS4-j and He brought 

down the cause of the disbelievers; God’s cause is always 
uppermost 6 promise (6:115) JSL V YSc-'j ilJs. cLdj 

2^1,441 jAj the words of your Lord have come to pass in truth 
and justice: no one can change His words 7 direct creation, 
miraculous creation (epithet for Jesus) (4:17) His Word', 
(3:45) -cio ^ a Word from Him\ (3:39) 541^ 't> of a Word from 

God\ 

cjUIS kalimdt [pi. of n. ^ kalimatun] 1 words (18:27) U Jj'j 
5 gU 4 £l JSL V 41u'j 214] J follow what has been revealed to 

you of your Lord’s Scripture: there is no changing His words 2 
revelation (66:12) I^j'j she accepted the truth of 

her Lord’s revelations and Scriptures 3 commandments (2:124) 
lu'j \ jj'j when Abraham’s Lord tested him 
with certain commandments, which he fulfilled 4 guidance, 
instructions (2:37) ^ s-itia pUS then Adam 

received guidance, from his Lord and [followed it]-He accepted 
his repentarwe 5 promises, pledges (10:64) 14ill ^ 

pUoKl V ?Ip-VI there is good news for them in this life 

and in the Hereafter; there is no alteration in God’s 
words/promises. 

kalim [pi. of n. kalimatun] 1 words (35:10) JJsil ^] 
24141 to Him ascend good words 2 revelation (4:46) I JAa (jjill 't> 
JJill 'uJij=4 some of those who are Jews distort words [of 
revelation] out of their contexts. 

takllm [v. n. used adverbially for emphasis] (the act of) 
speaking (4:164) IIojISj 1011 JOSj and to Moses God spoke 
directly. 

^ kam a nominal occurring 21 times in the Qur’an and functioning 
as: I [interrogative noun ^1)] ‘how many?’, ‘how much?’ 

(2:259) 'ijAxj ji 144 cjml Jla tiuO Jli he said, ‘How many [days] 
have you remained [like that]?’, he answered, ‘A day, or part of a 
day’ II [exclamatory noun often followed by prep. I> for 




added emphasis] ‘how many a...!’, ‘how mueh!’ (53:26) jdL I> 
lii V how many an angel there is in heaven 

whose intercession will not be of any use! 

^ hum (see tS! k). 

US kuma (see tS k). 

k-m-l eompleteness, to heeome whole; to eonelude, to perfeet, 
maturity. Of this root, three forms oeeur five times in the Qur’an: 
^akmala twiee; ojLlS kamilayn onee and kamilatun twiee. 

J»s) '’akmala [v. IV, trans.] to eomplete, to perfeet (5:3) 
eiiLSi today I have completed/perfected your religion for 

you. 

kamilatun [quasi-aet. fern.; dual ojUlk kamilayn] eomplete, 
in full (16:25) 'ff. fus. "jUjIjj! I so that on the Day of 
Resurrection they will bear their full burden. 

^/^jS k-m-m to eover up, to eoneeal, to wrap up; sleeve, sheath, the 
outer part of a flower (perianth); headgear; blinkers. Of this root, 
^akmdm oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

j.Us) ^akmdm [pi. of n. kumm] sheaths (of fruits, flowers and 
blossoms) (41:47) 'ij ciUj Uj h.’-^ ^-5 

^-<4u Vj and no fruits burst forth from their sheaths, nor does a 
female conceive or give birth, but with His knowledge. 

k-m-h blindness from birth, to eome into darkness, to be bom 
blind; to heeome mad, dust eovering the sun. Of this root, -Us! 
'’akmah oeeurs twiee in the Qur’ an. 

^akmah [n./ quasi-aet. part.] one born blind and with 
sealed eyelids (3:49) pit; ^^>41 ukSfl isjl\j I will 

heal the blind and the leper [the one suffering from vitiligo] by 
God’s permission. 

k-n-d barren land, to deny assistanee to others; to beat one’s 



servant; to be ungrateful. Of this root, j jjS- kanud occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

kanud [quasi-intens. act. part.] most ungrateful, terrible 
ingrate (100:6) ci indeed, humankind is most 

ungrateful to his Lord. 

k-n-z treasure, buried valuables; to fill up a water skin, to 
amass, to hoard. Of this root, three forms occur nine times in the 
Qur’an: kanaza three times; kanz four times and jjk kunuz 

twice. 

^ kanaza i [v. trans.] to stock up treasure, to hoard (9:34) 

^ V'j j those who hoard gold and 

silver and do not spend them in the way of God. 

ys kanz [n.; pi. jjk kunuz] treasure (18:82) 

U 41 ^ (jlS'j ^441 as for the wall, it belonged to two 

young orphans in the town and beneath it was a treasure that 
belonged to them. 

0^1 Cij^ k-n-s den, lair, (of a deer) to hide in its shelter, a deer in its 
shelter; receding stars; to sweep; church, synagogue. Of this root, 
kunnas occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

kunnas [pi. of quasi-act. part. kdnis] (those) retreating 
into their homes, setting along a course of their own (81:16) J'jaJI 
the runners, the sinkers [the rising, orbiting, setting celestial 
bodies]. 

O/oM k-n-n to conceal, to shelter, to protect; to value; quiver (for 
arrows); daughter-in-law; shelter, hide-out, nest; to abate; awning. 
Of this root, four forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: [jk! ^akanna 
three times; dkndn once; ^akinnatun four times and 
maknun four times. 

bki ^akanna [v. IV, trans] to conceal, to hide (ll'.lA) 4£'j ‘Jfj 
U'j [jSj U and indeed, your Lord knows what their 

hearts conceal and what they reveal. 

t^jUk) ^akndn [pi. of n. kinn] shelters, hide-outs, places of 



822 ^ 

refuge (16:81) Ulk! l54-j and He has made for you 

from the mountains places of shelter. 

^akinnatun [pi. of n. (jS kinn] concealments, coverings, 
encasings (41:5) foij lijJa Ijllij and they say, ‘Our 

hearts are encased against what [the faith] you call us to. ’ 

maknun [quasi-act. part.] closely kept, treasured, hidden, 
well-guarded, highly valued (56:23) (jjKdl ylylll Jlitk like 
treasured pearls. 

kunn (see tS! k). 

(J/jk/ti! k-h-f cave, cavern, hollow, refuge, helpful person. Of this 
root, occurs six times in the Qur’an. 

kahf[n.] cave, cavern (18:10) lsJ 4 when the 

young men took refuge in the cave] *(18:9) Sleepers 

of the Cave, Companions of the Cave. The Qur’ an speaks of the 
Companions of the Cave as being a group of young people who 
believed in God. As a result of persecution by the rulers of their 
time, they escaped to a secluded cave where, together with their 
dog, they went to sleep. There they remained in a state of slumber 
for three hundred and nine years until the time came for them to 
be woken. Unaware of the length of their sojourn, they sent one 
of their number out for provisions in disguise and to ascertain 
how long they had been sleeping. Despite his being discovered, 
due to the use of outdated coins, the Companions of the Cave 
were much honoured by those people of the time who, like them, 
recognised the true God. The story is given in the Qur’an in 
answer to a riddle which the Jews of Medina put to the Prophet 
concerning the identity and the number of the group and the time 
they tarried in the cave * name of Sura 18, Meccan sura, so- 
named because of the reference in verses 9-26 to the story of the 
Companions in ‘the Cave.’ 

J/jk/ti! k-h-l the back of the torso, the base of the neck; to burden, a 
person supporting the family; to be at the height of one’s strength; 
middle-aged person. Of this root, kahl occurs twice in the 
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Qur’an. 

kahl [quasi-act. part.] of full age, in maturity, in manhood 
(3:46) cind he will address people in [his] 

cradle/childhood and in his adulthood. 

CijAjS k-h-n to predict the future, to prophesy, divination, 
soothsaying, fortune-telling, priesthood, priest. The word 
kdhin is attributed by some to a borrowing from either Hebrew or 
Ethiopic. Of this root, kdhin occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

(IjAU kdhin [n.] soothsayer, practising divination, oracle (52:29) 
V'j 2 £'j cjjl I4a jSii so [Prophet] remind, for you 
are, by the favour of your Lord, neither a soothsayer nor a 
madman. 

u-a*^ kdf-hd-yd-’^ayn (variant ‘'ayyin)-sdd the opening letters of 
sura number 19, Maryam (see jS '’alif-ldm-rd). 

k-w-b cup, goblet without a handle or spout, to drink from 
such a cup; to be large of head but slender of neck; dice; drums. It 
was originally suggested by some scholars that kub is an 
early borrowing from Nabataean. Recently, however, it has been 
linked to Greek through a chain which includes Aramaic, Syriac 
and Byzantine. Of this root, J'jkl ^akwdb occurs four times in the 
Qur’an. 

^akwdb [pi. of n. kub] cup, goblet, glass (43:71) 

J jkl j dishes of gold will be passed around for 

them, and goblets. 

j/j/ti! k-w-d to be on the point of doing, to almost do; to pile up. Of 
this root, kdda occurs 24 times in the Qur’ an. 

jU kdda a [v. no imper. governing a subject and a 
verbal-clause predicate whose verb is always in the imperfect. 
Semantic ambiguity arises in some cases in which kddah^S^ 
yakddu or its predicate are negated. Grammarians often say that 
negated kdda denotes that an action has already taken place. 



whereas in the affirmative kada denotes that an action has not 
taken place; cf. jIS {kada yafat) he almost did and V 
{kada la yafal), he almost did not, but he did with difficulty] ‘to 
be on the point of (1) [in the affirmative] (7:150) [jj 

I jilSj these people deemed me weak and almost killed me! 
(2) [in the negative] (24:40) UI'J jS) if he holds out 

his hand, he is scarcely able to see it. 

k-w-r travel gear; bellows; to twist a turban around the head, 
to roll up; to harvest, to gather; succession of day and night; 
township, eu'jjk kuwwirat is described by some philologists as a 
borrowing from Persian. Of this root, two forms occur three times 
in the Qur’an: yukawwir twice and jjk kuwwira once. 

yukawwir [imperf of v. II] to roll up, to twist *(39:5) 
lPI ffic. j’j^j ffic. jil He sets the night to outstrip the 

day and the day to outstrip the night [lit. He wraps the night 
around the day and the day around the night]. 

kuwwira [pass, of v. II] to be gathered, to be folded up, to 
be covered up in darkness (81:1) 14 when the sun is 

shrouded in darkness. 

* ^al-takwlr name of Sura 81, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verse 1 to the "Shrouding’ of the sun 
in darkness. 

k-w-k-b star, planet; blossoms; to shine; water; centre of 
importance, leader; party. Of this root, two words occur five 
times in the Qur’an: kawkab three times and kawdkib 

twice. 

tjSjS kawkab [n., pi. kawdkib] planets (37:6) li'j Uj 
liiill We have adorned the lowest heaven with an 
adornment, the planets. 

O/j/tti k-w-n place, status; to become submissive; existence, to exist, 
to be; to form, to create; happenings. Of this root, three forms 
occur 1315 times in the Qur’an: 'cp. kdna 1283 times; cP^ makdn 



27 times and makanatun five times. 

(IjU kana u [v. functioning in three ways] I the incomplete or 
relative kana (together with 12 other verbs called 

kana’s sisters ((j'^ governing a nominal clause, with the 

subject in the nominal case and the predicate in the accusative. 
kma’s sisters are semantically a limited number of roots that 
indicate time reference for the predicate: "asbaha, the 

morning; ^adha, mid-morning; ji- ^lla, midday to 

mid-afternoon; (^1 '’amsa, mid-afternoon to nightfall; cjIj bata 
the night; Jj U ma zala, continuously etc. (see under the various 
entries). The Ci nun of the imperfect form yakun may elide, 
for sound harmony, under certain conditions (19:20) ’d and 
I am no unchaste [woman]. In context the incomplete or relative 
'iP. kana (jlS) denotes the following: 1 to be (3:95) 'cP i-j 
he was never one of the idolaters 2 to become, to change 
into (55:37) s2jj ejjl£a piijl lili when the sky is torn 
apart and becomes rose-red, like red hide (or, like molten fat) 3 
emphasising a fact with no time reference (3:110) eik yl [p. 

you are the best nation that has been brought forth for 
humankind 4 [preceded by negation and followed with lam of 
absolute denial fl) (q.v.)] absolutely not for, beyond the 

capability of, absolutely not fitting for (24:16) JJSjj ‘j ui Jjjk) U 
it is not [proper/in the realm of possibility] for us to speak of this 
5 [in reference to God] eternally, for eternity (4:17) 'cPj 

God is All-Knowing, All-Wise II [the complete kana 
(^Ull (jlk), taking a subject but no accusative] to be, to come into 
being, to exist, to materialise (36:82) p ^ Jja) lIuS 4 J 14 U«jj 
[jjSia His command when He intends a thing is only that He says 
to it, ‘Be ’-and it is III [so-called redundant, or, emphatic 'cP kana 
(s4jrjll 'JA), occurring after a negative] ever, whosoever, 
whatsoever (33:38) ^ Uji p. jlk U there is no 

reproach whatsoever upon the Prophet in [carrying out] what 
God has ordained for him. 

pLi makdn I [n.] 1 place (22:31) pp p yj\ ‘j or 

the wind flings him into a faraway place', *(12:77) 6144 p ),jj| you 
are in afar worse situation 2 direction, side (10:22) ]> ^">41 JJkiVj 
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and waves come on them from every side II [interjection] 
‘stop where you are!’, ‘no more of that!’ (10:28) ^ 

IjSjpl [jjjJl Jjaj on the Day We gather them all 
together, We will say to those who associate partners with God, 
‘Stay in your place, you and your partner-gods. ’ 

makanatun [n.] 1 place (36:67) U<>a iUu "jTj 

V'j I jc.lkui.1 and had We willed. We would have 
transmuted them where they stood, so that they could not move 
forward nor return 2 status, rank, position, ability, power 
(11:121) (jjLt Uj ).£jjl£o I jlil 7 l!5j say to those who 

do not believe, ‘Act according to your power: We too are [so] 
acting. ’ 

k-w-y to hum, to brand, to cauterise, to sting; hot iron; 
aperture, small round window. Of this root, tukwd occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

tukwd [pass, imperf. of v. kawd] to be seared, to be 
branded, to be cauterised (9:35) ^ jU 

on the day when it [the hoarded gold and 
silver[ will be heated in the fire of Hell, and their foreheads, sides 
and backs will be branded by them. 

kay [particle indicating reason occurring 10 times in 

the Qur’an] so that. This particle precedes a verb in the 
subjunctive (^y..^) (20:40) Vj 14^4 ‘Ju so 

We returned you to your mother, that she may be tranquil and not 
grieve. It is often preceded by prep. J for emphasis (3:153) 

U V'j U Jju lie. 50 He rewarded you with 

grief for [the previous] grief [also interpreted as: He rewarded 
you with grief upon grief] so that you may not sorrow for what 
you missed or for what has happened to you. 

k-y-d plot, to plot, to deceive, to connive, to conspire, ruse, 
machination; to wish to harm. Of this root, three forms occur 35 
times in the Qur’an: 'j14 kdda eight times; 24 kayd 26 times and 
makidun once. 




jU kada i I [v. intrans.] to plot, to connive, to devise a harmful 
scheme (12:5) fiS I 'i Jla he said, 

‘My son, do not relate your dream to your brothers, lest they 
devise against you a harmful scheme’ II [v., trans.] to harm, to 
upset, (11:55) P so try your utmost against 

me, all of you, and give me no respite. 

is kayd [n./v. n.] 1 guile, ploy (4:76) (j'i 
Satan’s ploys are truly weak 2 contrivance, machination, cunning 
(12:28) yic- tjS'ii tjj Jla jjj ‘ijx. aa tjYj Ilia when he 

saw that the shirt was torn at the back, he said, ‘This is another 
instance of your cunning: your cunning is indeed great’ 3 harmful 
plot (21:70) lik ^ they intended to harm 

him, but Wc made them suffer the greatest loss 4 stratagem, 
scheming (40:37) 24 U'j and Pharaoh’s scheming 

led only to ruin 5 planning, arrangements, preparation (20:64) 

I jil p I so muster your resources and form a line 6 
taking to task, punishment (7:183) c?24 I give them 

respite; indeed. My punishment is sure. 

makidun [pi. of pass. part. jjS- makid] one who is caught 
in a plot, entrapped (52:42) ^ Ij'jak [j^illa \’Sd 'cijPJi p do 

they seek to trap [you]?-it is the disbelievers who will be trapped. 

Li/(^/t4 k-y-f to cut; manner, mode, fashion, state. Of this root, 
kayfa occurs 83 times in the Qur’an. 

kayfa 1 [interrogative n., of which instances occurring in 
the Qur’an seem to function as rhetorical questions] ‘How!, In 
what way!’ (19:29) , 4:41 'ffs. Ijlli 44] cjjUfi she 

pointed towards him, [but] they said, ‘How can we converse with 
one who is [still] in the cradle, a [mere] baby boy?!’ 2 
[adverbial] manner in which action is performed or takes place 
(25:45) 4141 4 lJS 4)u'j ^] j? JJl have you not considered the way of 
your Lord, how He lengthens the shadow? 

k-y-l volume, measurement, to measure in volume, dry 
measure; to compare, to evaluate, to pay hack in kind, jk kayl is 
described by some as a borrowing from Syriac. Of this root, four 



forms occur 16 times in the Qur’an: JS. kala twice; ^iktala 
twice; kayl 10 times and mikyal twice. 

kala i [v. trans.] to measure out in volume (17:35) I jsjij 

I jj and fill up the measure when you measure. 

JUS) dktdla [v.VllI, intrans.] to receive or to seek to receive in 
measure (83:2) ^ those who when they 

take measure from people demand it in full. 

Jjs kayl i I [v. n.] measuring out, selling, buying (12:63) Hla 
JjSlI Iv ^ udu )jlli (Jj )ji^j when they returned to their 
father, they said, ‘Father, we have been denied [any more] 
buying [of corn] II [n.] unit of measuring, measure (12:65) i)2jj'j 
jjju JS we will have the increase of a camel-load [of grain]. 

Jl^ mikyal [n./v. n.] dry measuring vessel, measuring unit, 
dry measuring (11:85) 'J'jiUl'j U'j my people, 

give full measure and weight in fairness. 

k-y-n the substantive word for ‘clitoris’, Jfi kayn, seems to be 
the source from which this root is derived. The word 
dstakdna, to be humbled, to become abased, to abase oneself, 
which is derived from this root, is also considered by some 
scholars to be a derivative from the root s-k-n or J JAk- 
w-n. Such confusion is characteristically common in the case of 
roots with weak radicals. Of this root, )jjlSL-l Hstakdnu occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

JjlSiLi) dstakdna [v. X, intrans.] to abase oneself, to humble 
oneself, to submit to greater power (23:76) Ua jdJU ‘Mj 

Uj ) jjl£2u.l We have already tried them with torment, 
yet they did not submit to their Lord: and they do not plead for 
mercy. 



J/ lam 


'’al-lam the twenty-third letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voieed dento-alveolar lateral sound. 

^ la- intensifying partiele ^V), indeed, no doubt, surely, 

eertainly, truly; oeeurs, together with J li, (q.v.) some 3838 times 
in the Qur’an and funetions as: I ineeptive la- whieh 

may introduee 1 the subjeet of a nominal sentenee (59:13) li! 

<111 t> "f>A jjJ^ indeed, you are an object of more fear in 

their hearts than God is 2 the predieate of ’mna (oj) (q.v.) (68:4) 
(jk (_ykl Idjj j truly you are of great moral character 3 the 
postponed subjeet of ■’mna (cj) (92:12-13) Ul ‘jj j bj 

incumbent on Us, indeed, is guidance-Ours is the 
Hereafter and Ours is [the First] this life II complement of fi) 
((-jIj^I: 1 an oath fl) (12:91) kk iQll dijif. jsi 411 :; by God! God 
did, indeed, favour you over us 2 law (jl) (q-v.) (48:25) liiJ Ijfi'jj jl 
Uali U'Sc. J4V I jjk 'ai4 had they been clearly separated. We would 
definitely have chastised the disbelievers among them with a 
painful chastisement 3 law la (V ji J ff) (28:82) kk 411 b- ‘j Yf 
loj t f .. i< , l had God not been gracious to us. He would have indeed 
caused [the earth] to swallow us [too] 4 facilitating la- 

prefixed to a conditional particle to indicate that the 
complement, the apodosis, is subject to an elided oath, as in 
(59:12) bf^ Ljkj ^ tlkj fk-* ujVj4i ^ b^ 

jUjVi [by God] if they are driven out, they will certainly never 
leave with them; if they are attacked, they will never help them 
and even if they do come to their aid, they will soon turn tail and 
flee. 

.1 li- particle occurring, together with 1 la-, (q.v.) some 3838 times in 
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the Qur’an and functioning as I requisition/command lam 
(jxVl/uilall prefixed to an imperfect in the jussive ((> jJ^), ‘let it be 
done’, ‘it should be carried out’ (65:7) 5 ^ I> jj the 
wealthy should spend of their wealth. The vowel /// elides, as a 
rule, when J li- is prefixed by conjunctives 1 jwa (3:104) ‘c^j 
let there be a community from among you [also 
interpreted as: and there should be a community from among you] 
who call to goodness 2 i fa- (65:7) Aijj jfrc. 'ya 'yij 

whoever is strained in his provision should spend according to 
what God has given him 3 'f thumma (22:29) "^4^ 1 P then 
they should perform their acts of cleansing. Such elision of the 
vowel /// does not occur in the case of other functions of li as in 
the following example of li- of purpose (cyiill fr) (see II below) 
(48:20) ou-ylll 'oJ^j and so as to be a sign for the believers. 
The subject of the command directed by the lam of 
requisition/command, as in the case of all commands, is usually 
in the 2"'^ or 3'^'* persons. A rare example of it occurring with a T‘ 
person is (29:12) J.SljUai. JAjfj 14*4“ ' j*4l ' 1 fJS. (jjill Jlij 

those who disbelieve say to those who believe, ‘Follow our path 
and we will obligate ourselves to bear your sins ’ II li- of purpose 
^V), a conjunction prefixed to an imperfect verb in the 
subjunctive (i--i j i. -i'i- ), (14:4) ^ tii-jl Hj 

We never sent any messenger except [one speaking] in the tongue 
of his people, that he may make [the message] clear for them, li- 
of purpose often occurs with the transitive verb ‘[he] wants’, 
for emphasis as in (4:26) Ijj indeed, God wishes to 

make [His laws[ perfectly clear to you III preposition (jl 
[when prefixed to a pronominal suffix, except for T' sing., li- (J) 
becomes la- (J)] denoting various meanings, among which are the 
following (contexts in which prepositions are used generally 
allow more than one interpretation): 1 ownership (2:115) 

fdlj and to God belong the East and the West 2 a 
sense of attribution in an assortment of relations of 

which the following are six examples (4:11) ifr\ ^ "ijli but if he 

has brothers', (90:8) ^44 ^ lSAj 4^ did We not make for him two 
eyes?', (7:148) jfji. AJ liLA a calf in body with a lowing sourui', 
(14:12) fdll ijc. (JS'joj y! ui Uj what [reason] do we have for not 
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relying upon God?-, (20:118) V'j ^jIj v! 211 ‘jj it is 

[granted] to you that in it [the Garden] you will neither go 
hungry, nor go naked', (47:8) J41 '4uua I JjS. (j2iirj as for the 
disbelievers, misfortune is due to be their lot 3 deservedness 
(jlskjljVl) (1:2) oidUll Ifj ^ 2241 praise is due to God, Lord of the 
Worlds 4 the lam of utter denial j fl), occurring as the 

third part of a cohesive unit consisting of a preceding negative 
particle plus the verb ‘it is not for...’, ‘it is heyond the 

competence of...’, ‘it is not in the realm of acceptability to’ 
(3:145) jjlj 'ij eujki "J ^>4 Wj it is not for any soul to die 
except with God’s permission', (4:168) ^ (jjill ‘ci 

lijL j "(41 those who have rejected the faith and do 

evil, far be it from God to forgive them or guide them onto any 
road 5 reason (WJI), ‘because of (100:8)ai>il Ljkl and 
he, because of his love of wealth, is mean (or, he is truly niggardly 
in his love of wealth) 6 the sense of did (j41l until, 

to, towards (13:2) jlill'j 'j_2<uill and He has 

subjected the sun and the moon, each one running to an 
appointed time 7 the sense of ’'ala on, upon (37:103) 

<Jjj uL! Ilia when they had both submitted [to God], and he 
had laid him down on his forehead', (17:107) Tall, (jliiu they 
fall down on their faces 8 the sense of ft (iJ in, at the time 
of (7:187) jA dj 455 7 none will manifest it at its due time 
but He 9 the sense ’’an (!> fj about, of, concerning (46:11) 
5 ulj UjaLo U 'jj^l I jjik (jiill Jla'j and those who 

disbelieve said, concerning the believers, ‘If it [the new faith] 
were any good, they [the believers] would not have beaten us to 
[embracing] it’ 10 the sense of ba^d (21 jl), after (17:78) 
Jjlll t 3 luc. tjlalll i^jlal establish the prayer from the going 
down of the sun (or, the time it goes past the zenith at midday) 
until the darkness of the night 11 the lam of [unexpected] 
outcome j 4^1*1' fi), ‘only to’ (28:8) J» Aiaolli 

U'jl'j I jic. uj^ so the family of the Pharaoh took him in [only 

for him] to become for them an enemy and a source of grief 12 
so-called ‘redundant’ lam for emphasis (fajl jll (11:107) 2£'j bj 
iijl U Jlli your Lord is sure to carry out whatever He wills 13 
specifying the subject of a verb (jouu) (23:36) U 
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tjjit jj preposterous [remote, remote] [lit. far away, far away\ 
indeed, is that which you are being promised! 14 specifying the 
(intended) object (JjiidI (12:23) dil ejlij and she said, 
‘Come here, you. ’ 

'i la particle occurring some 1723 times in the Qur’an and 
functioning as I prohibitive la negative imperative, 

demanding cessation of action, it precedes an imperfect in the 
jussive (2:237) V'j so do not forget to be charitable 

towards one another. Because one does not ‘command’, but 
rather ‘invokes’ God, the variety of prohibitive la used in 
imploring Him is termed invocative la (2:286) V l£'j 

jf lj*jj "(jj Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or make 
mistakes II negative particle (^U) of various types: 1 negating the 
species, or denoting categorical negation (o'ijJl ^U), it governs a 
nominal sentence, the same way as (jj, but always with an 
indefinite subject ‘not a single one’, ‘none whatsoever’ (47:19) 7 
'ij there is no deity but God 2 [non-categorical] negative 
(^U), it may precede a verbal sentence whose verb is either in the 
imperfect (6:90) ^ I do not ask you [for] a wage for 

it [the Faith/Qur’an] or, in the perfect in which case it would be 
repeated, ‘neither ... nor’ (75:31) Vj Sti he neither 
believed nor prayed. It may also precede a nominal sentence, in 
which case it is also repeated ‘neither ... nor’ (36:40) 
jl^l V j pall 21 jjj ‘j p it is not for the sun to overtake the 

moon, nor can the night outrun the day. It may also precede a 
non-sentence item (i.e. fjalo), in which case it would be repeated 
(2:68) pj 'ij pajli 'i fjaj pj it is a cow which should neither be 
too old nor too young. However, it occurs singly in (2:71) sp pi 
Jjli 'll it is a cow which is not broken in. Some grammarians are of 
the opinion that when preceded with negative U an imperfect verb 
denotes the present whereas it denotes the future when preceded 
with negative V. However, in the following two parallel verses the 
imperfect in each seems to denote the present with both particles 
(2:9) “'a'' l ‘ifj kill (jjc.pLi.j they try to 

beguile God and those who believe but they only beguile 
themselves although they do not perceive [the reality of what they 
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do]-, ( 2 : 12 ) V uS_Jj JJk )4jj indeed, they are the 

corrupting ones although they do not perceive [the reality of what 
they do] 3 so-called ‘redundant’ (reminiscent of the doubly 
negative) also called emphatic la a variety of the 

negative la occurring in some four verses in the Qur’an and 
lending emphasis to the whole context (20:93) I jL:= ij U 
y'i what prevented you from not following me when you had 
seen that they had gone astray?-, (21:95) V UUSJa! yij Jc. 

a ban [is imposed] upon communities Wc have destroyed: 
they shall not return [to Us] [lit. it is forbidden to any community 
Wc have destroyed that it not return (on the Last DayJ]-, (57:29) 
5011 Jliaa ‘(jf. 'ijfyL v! Ja! J0«j 501 so that the People of 

the Scripture should indeed [lit. not] know that they have no 
power over any of God’s grace-, (7:12) Otj-l ij '4^ 7? OtcO U what 
had prevented you from [lit. not] bowing down when I 
commanded you? Redundancy of la in this latter verse is home 
out, so the commentators state, by comparing it with the parallel 
verse in which la does not occur (38:75) ^ 4^ ‘j U 

what had prevented you from prostrating yourself to what I have 
created with My two hands? In contexts where V la frequently 
occurs before an oath, it is also considered by some 
commentators to be of the emphatic/redundant type (75:1-2) V 
^aijllj 4^1 Yj [indeed], I do swear by the Day of 

Resurrection and I do swear by the ever self-reproaching soul 
(also considered as functioning as a negative particle: I do not 
swear by ... or. No, I swear by ...). 

cH lata negating word occurring once in the Qur’an and operating 
specifically with the word os^ hln, time. The nature of this word 
appears to mystify the grammarians, some of whom consider it a 
type of the perfect verb, while others analyse it into negative la ■+■ 
a ■+■ fern, suffix -t, and others still consider it to be, together with 
oj?., one unit made of the two words la ■+■ tahln] ‘not the time for’. 
Modem scholarship, however, equates it with laysa (q.v.) 
(38:3) cjVj Tjjlja Jja USEki *4 how many a 

generation before them We have destroyed, so they cried out 
when it was no longer the time for escape. 
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liiUI '’allata (see l-w-t). 

VJ/V^J pearls, to shine, to shimmer, to glitter, to radiate; (of 

fire) to rage; (of animals, deer, in particular) to flash the tail. Of 
this root, 313 ! luHu'’ occurs six times in the Qur’an. 

3 I 3 I luHu^ [generic noun.] pearls (55:22) j 3 ^^' 
pearls and coral come forth from both of them. 

v/v/J l-b-b kernel, core, the edihle inside of nuts and fruits; the 
essence; heart, mind, reason; veins in the heart said to be the 
source of kindness, amiable person, diligent person, upper part of 
the chest. Of this root, only '’albdb occurs 22 times in the 
Qur’ an. 

tjU) ^albdb [pi. of n. LjI lubb] cores, minds, discerning 
faculties, reason, hearts, intellects (3:190) ok [jj 

cPI truly, in the creation of the 

heavens and earth, and in the alternation of night and day, are 
signs for those with minds/reason. 

di/tj/J l-b-th to stay, to be slow, to tarry, to be late in coming, to 
abide, stopover, lingering; mixture. Of this root, three forms 
occur 31 times in the Qur’an: ek labitha 29 times; cmi Idbithln 
once and Ijk talabbathu once. 

liui labitha a [v. intrans.] to remain, to stay, to tarry (18:19) "k 
^‘jj 'tjdju ji 'CJfi Uy Ijlla ‘How long have you remained?’ They 
said, ‘We remained a day or part of a day’', * "jl iliJ U ‘no sooner 
... than’, ‘without delay’, ‘straight away’ (11:69) JWj ‘j dk ik 
jok and without delay he brought in a roasted calf 

Idbithln [pi. of act. part. duV Idbith] those who tarry, 
those who remain in a place, those who spend time in a place 
(78:21-3) Ulik! tfcji 'ojLV UU kj Hell lies in 

wait, a home for transgressors, there to abide for a long, long 
time. 

dkj talabbatha [v. V. intrans.] to seek to tarry, to hesitate 
(33:14) Ijj-d Vj ^ Ijkj Uj and would have hesitated over it but 
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very little. 

l-b-d mane; felt; ticks, locusts, crowd; to stay, to accumulate, 
to congregate; to patch up; to be stuck to the earth. Of this root, 
two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: lubad and libad. 

lubad [quasi-act. part, also said to be pi. of n. siy lubdatun] 
an accumulation (of something), much, great, a lot, vast (90:6) 
Til VU cjSSk! Jjsj he says, 7 have squandered great wealth. ’ 

libad [pi. of n. sil libdatun or sil lubdatun] crowds of 
people, in dense crowds (72:19) 

Til yet when God’s Servant stood up to pray to Him, they 
almost fell upon him in [their] crowds. 

u-'/v/J l-b-s to wear, to put on, to clothe, garment, clothes, armour, 
cover; to confuse; wife, husband; condition; to tarry or to remain 
in a place. Of this root, five forms occur 23 times in the Qur’an: 
'j _>41 labasa seven times; 't>ul labisa four times; labs once; 
libds 10 times and labus once. 

t>ul labasa i [v. trans.] 1 to obscure, to mystify, to confuse 
something with something else, to render obscured, to cause to be 
obscured (6:9) U 61211 j Hlj sULlJ ikL ilik "jTj if We had 

made him [the Messenger] an angel. We would still have made 
him [in the shape of] a human being, and confused for them the 
thing which they are now confusing for themselves 2 to mix up, to 
mar, to adulterate (6:82) fij 'bill* 

those who believe, and have not obscured their faith with 
wrongdoing-for them will be security. 

t>ul labisa a [v. trans.] to wear, to put on, to dress (35:12) 
tjj(jjkjiluu'j and extract ornaments that you wear. 

(jbl labs [v. n./n.] confusion, muddle, doubt (50:15) b- cwi J-a 
jjli. they are in doubt concerning a new creation. 

t>iljl libds [n./v. n.] 1 raiment, apparel, clothing (7:26) J.ll» 4^6 
"J^ 6111 (^'jiill b“Uj lAijj LsJ ji "^521 UTjjl la children of 

Adam, We have given you garments to cover your nakedness and 
as adornment [for you], and the garment of piety, that is best', 



*(16:112) j ^ the state of hunger and fear 2 cover, 

hiding (78:10-11) likj 11.12 cPl lilj We have made 

the night as a cover and the day for livelihood. 

labus [n.] coat of mail, clothing (21:80) ilHj 

and We taught him the making of garments [of 
mail] to protect you from your violence. 

l-b-n milk, (of a female) to be with milk; quest, wish, desire; 
mud brick; tree sap. Of this root, only ijJ laban occurs twice in 
the Qur’an. 

( 1)2 laban [n.] milk (16:66) 111 Ija "(> llo 

'tjjjjUU UjU IHU. We give you to drink what is from inside their 
bellies, from the midst of dung and blood, pure [clean] milk, 
sweet to the drinkers. 

i/^/J l-j-^ refuge, shelter, retreat; to appeal to someone for help, to 
have recourse to; to compel. Of this root, only Ul malja'’ occurs 
three times in the Qur’an. 

malja'’ [v. n./n of place] refuge, place of refuge, sanctuary 
(9:57) '(jjkll fAj r^iji Sul ‘J pljUl ‘J (jjlj ji if they could 
find a place of refuge; or a cave; or somewhere to crawl into; they 
would bolt away to it in great haste. 

Z-y-y depths of the sea, abyss; noise; to roar; to continue to 
argue or dispute obstinately; stammering; convoluted thick 
herbage. Of this root, three forms occur in four places in the 
Qur’an: y lajja twice; ^ lujjatun once and lujjiyy once. 

lajja i/a [v. intrans.] to persist obstinately (23:75) Ji.ljl.'j "jlj 
Ij^ 1)1 (> "(»« 1 llSS'j even if We were to show 
them mercy and remove the affliction that is upon them, they 
would obstinately persist in their transgression. 

lujjatun [n.] body of water, pool (27:44) ^jUl l^l 
dilsSj ^ krul. aI'j lil it was said to her, ‘Enter the 
palace/palace hall, ’ but when she saw it, she took it to be a deep 
pool of water, and bared her legs. 




^ lujjiyy [quas-act.part.] (of the sea) tumultuous and deep, 
turbulent, fathomless (24:40) I> aLiij jl 

^‘ja ‘ijx. or like darkness on a tumultuous sea, topped by 
wave(s) upon wave(5), above them are clouds. 

j/c/<J l-h-d shelf in one side of a grave, to bury on such a shelf; to 
deviate, to stray from the straight course, deviant; to object to, to 
contradict, to profane, to violate; place of refuge, to seek refuge. 
Of this root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 
yulhidun three times; jUJ] dlhad once and 4^ multahad twice. 

yulhid [imperf. of v. IV ^alhada, intrans.] 1 to allude to, to 
insinuate (16:103) the language of the 

person they allude to is foreign 2 to distort, to pervert (41:40) tj] 
(jjiij V those who distort Our revelations 

are not hidden from Us. 

jl4J) ^ilhM [v. n./n.] profaning, desecrating, violating (22:25) 
^41ij jlkllj ^ Jjj ‘iftj and whoever intends to violate it [the Sacred 
Mosque] with wrongdoing. 

4^ multahad [n. of place] place of refuge, sanctuary (72:22) 
laaaL fUji '^f\ yj 4^.1 5 dll y y'jj^ oi yj say, ‘No one will 
protect me from God, and I will not find away from Him any 
refuge. ’ 

l-h-f outer garment, bedcover, to wrap up; to bestow a favour, 
to request or ask persistently, to demand urgently. Of this root, only 
Uilkl] 77M/occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tilaJ) hlhdf [v. n. used adverbially] persistence, importunity 
(2:273) yUll ^ (4^^ you will recognise them by 

their characteristics; they do not beg people persistently. 

l-h-q to catch up, to reach, to follow, to go after; pursuit; to 
attach, to annex. Of this root, two forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: yalhaq twice and tyil '’alhaqa four times. 

Jai yalhaq [imperf. of v. ijaJ lahiqa trans.] to catch up with, 
to join up with (3:170) they have not caught up with 
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them. 

JaJi '’alhaqa [v. IV, trans.] to cause to join, to attach, to unite 
with (52:21) Usaj! tjUiLi and those 

who believe and whose descendants follow them in the faith, We 
cause their descendants to join them. 

?lzJ^ meat; to he fleshy; to cling together; great battle; to 

patch up; kinship relation; to go after. Of this root, two forms 
occur 13 times in the Qur’an: jiJ lahm 12 times and luhum 
once. 

lahm [coll, n., pi. ^jkJ luhum] flesh (16:14) ja'j 

Uikl ku. I it is He who subjugated the sea to you that you 
may eat from it tender flesh', *(49:12) to speak ill of 

his brother behind his back [lit. to eat the flesh of his brother]. 

l-h-n dialect, language; to err in speaking or reading, to 
deviate; to speak in code, to allude to, to hint at; tune, to read 
melodically. Of this root, i>J lahn occurs once in the Qur’an. 

C^lahn [n./v. n.] deviation, crookedness, twisting (47:30) 
Jjill (jkl but you will know them by [the] twisting of 

[their] speech. 

l-h-wly tree hark; to peel off; to insult, to rebuke; beard, the 
area where a beard grows. Of this root, only kfd Uhyatun occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

Uhyatun [n.] beard *(20:94) <.sj 24 j iklj Sf do not abuse me, 
do not man-handle me [lit. do not take hold of my beard]. 

j/j/J l-d-d the two sides of a valley; to look about in confusion, to be 
perplexed; to be fierce; to be grim; to be stubborn; to be 
quarrelsome, to be contentious, to defend; mortal enemy. Of this 
root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: ^aladd and '4 
ludd. 

4) ^aladd [elat.] more/most contentious, stubborn, fierce 
(2:204) ‘1 jA j ^ U ^ AJll and he calls on God to 




witness what is in his heart, when [what is in his heart] is the 
bitterest of contentions. 

ludd [pi. of n./quasi-act. part, ill ^’aladd] very contentious, 
most vicious (in quarrelling) (19:97) lil lija ^ jjjjj and with it you 
warn a stubbornly contentious people. 

l-d-n to be soft, to be pliant; to ponder, to tarry, to stay; point 
in time; location. Of this root, only ladun occurs 18 times in 
the Qur’an. 

(Ijji ladun [adverb of place and time (the latter does not seem to 
occur in the Qur’an)] 1 with, at, in the presence of, close to the 
source of (18:76) I> cjiL ia you have put up with enough 

excuses from me [lit. my side] 2 [in construct with God or a 
pronominal suffix referring to Him] His possession. His bounty 
(18:65) llolc. Uil Qx slidtj Uajc. aLuJj ilij] Uatjc. and 

they found one of Our servants—to whom We had granted mercy 
from Us and whom We had instructed with knowledge from 
Ourselves. 

is'^ ladd occurs 22 times in the Qur’an and is considered by some 
philologists to be a variant form of ladun (q.v.). 

ladd [adverb of place] 1 at the point of, at (40:18) Lijlil jj 
(^'ol when hearts are next to the throats 2 with (3:44) cjjS Uj 
JsSj ’f^41 and you were not with them when 

they were casting their lots as to which of them should take 
charge of Mary 3 possession of *(72:28) ili-lj and He 

encompassed all that they have. 

j/j/t) l-dh-dh pleasure, sweetness, to be delicious, to enjoy; speed, to 
be nimble. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: iij taladhdh once and si ladhdhatun twice. 

jlj taladhdh [imperf of v. il ladhdha, intrans.] to enjoy, to 
savour, to find enjoyment in, to find pleasing (43:71) 

in it is all that souls desire and eyes delight in. 

Sjl ladhdhatun [v. n./n. adjectivally used] pleasing, delightful. 



delicious (37:45-6) 'jajjUU sii sUii Cn^ t> « cup 

from a gushing spring will be passed around for them, white, 
delicious to the drinkers. 

v/J/J l-z-b to be narrow; to be scanty, famine, hardship; to adhere, 
to stick together; to sting. Of this root, only Idzib occurs once 
in the Qur’an. 

tjjV lazib [quasi-act. part.] sticky, adhesive (37:11) I> U 
a4= We have created them from sticky clay. 

l-z-m to cling, to adhere; to accompany; to persist, to force, to 
impose as a duty, necessity, obligation, compulsory. Of this root, 
two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: '’alzama three times 

and lizdm twice. 

'’alzama [v. IV. doubly trans.] 1 to fasten or bind to 
*(17:13) (_si kJkL ili'jJl jUauj and every human—We have 
bound his destiny to his neck (or, made him responsible for his 
deeds) 2 to compel someone to, to assign something as a duty to 
(11:28) oj* j '4 shall we compel you to it while you 

are averse to it? 

lizdm [v. n.] inevitable judgement (25:77) jSa 

Ufj! now you have denied [the truth], the [punishment] will be 
inevitable. 

L)/u-/J l-s-n tongue, speech, language, message, spokesman; good 
repute, eloquence. Of this root, two forms occur 25 times in the 
Qur’an: lisdn 15 times and '’alsinatun 10 times. 

lisdn [n.; pi. ajJI ^alsinatun) 1 tongue (75:16) ^ Sf 
^ dkLJ [Prophet] do not move your tongue with it [Qur’anic 
verses as they are being revealed] in an attempt to hasten [your 
memorising] it 2 language (30:22) q-j 

j and among His wonders are the creation of 
the heavens and earth, and the diversity of your languages and 
colours 3 speech (28:34) UUl j* (jjj'4 and my 

brother Aaron is more eloquent than me in speech 4 repute 




(19:50) & 'o'-J ’f41 I> f41 and We granted 

them of Our grace, and bestowed on them high and true renown 
(or, We gave them a noble tongue of truthfulness). 

Z-f-/gentleness, benevolence, to be amiable, to be courteous, 
to be merciful, to be thin; to alleviate, to caress, to be obscure in 
meaning; discreetly. Of this root, two forms occur eight times in 
the Qur’an: ^-dd^yatalattaf oncQ and UjJal latif seven times. 

I yatalattaf [imperf. of v. V intrans.] to do stealthily, to act 

carefully, to do discreetly, to do unobtrusively, to act in an easy 
manner (18:19) ^ '^j '■ ’b'nl j let him be discreet and not 

cause anyone to become aware of you. 

latlf [intens. act. part.] most benign, most subtle, most 
discerning (42:19) [jjall jAj iUu uJal iJll God is 

most subtle towards His creatures; He provides for whomever He 
will; He is the Powerful, the Almighty. 

I ajbll l "’al-latlfian attribute of God], One who encompasses all 
subtleties. Most Discerning (67:14) jjjidi ^4241' jA j jk ]> jjki Sf! 
would He not know whom He has created?-when He is the Most 
Subtle, the All-Aware! 

l-^-y fire, raging fire, to bum brightly; to be mad with anger. 
Of this root, two words occur once each in the Qur’an: 
tala^d and la^d. 

tala^d [imperf, with elided initial j, of v. V intrans.] to 
blaze, to bum fiercely (92:14) IjU so I have warned 

you about a raging Fire. 

la^d [n.] a raging fire (70:15) indeed, it [Hell] is 

truly a raging fire. 

to play, to jest, to trick; pastime, amusement; flirtatious, 
coquettish. Of this root, three forms occur 20 times in the Qur’an: 

naVab nine times; laHb eight times and IdHbln 
three times. 

tjidj naFab [imperf. of v. intrans.] 1 to play, to amuse oneself 



(12:12) ^"J send him with us tomorrow to run 

about and play 2 to jest, to joke (9:65) US Uj] yjjj ^43- IjjTj 
LUJj'j yet if you question them, they would say, ‘We were just 
chatting, just jesting ’ 3 to engage in the idle passing of time, to 
play about (7:98) U2,t ‘J isj& JaI do the 

people of those towns feel secure that Our punishment will not 
come upon them one morning while they are playing about? 

tjjii ladb [v. n./n.] 1 diversion, pastime (57:20) Ua! I ffc.\ 
LuJ Ujiil know that the present life is only play, and a 
diversion 2 jesting, game (6:70) Ij^j '4?^ 54%^ 'j7j leave 
to themselves those who take their religion for a mere game and a 
diversion 3 mocking, scorning (5:57) UjJj Ijja ljUkjl those 
who poke fun at and make light of your religion. 

Iddbln [pi. of act. part, Iddb] 1 jesting, those who 
jest (21:55) they asked, ‘Have you 

brought us the truth or are you from those who jest?’ 2 one who 
engages in the idle passing of time (21:16) '-JL^jVlj.l^lUskUj 
U4jjj We did not create the heavens and the earth and 
everything between them in play. 

Jsd la^’alla [a sister of particle dnna (tjj i>), (q-v.), composed of 
Ha + ’’alia-, it occurs 129 times in the Qur’an] 1 expressing 
hope (5:100) ^Ju kill I jaili be mindful of God, 

people of discernment, that you may prosper 2 expressing fear or 
apprehension (33:63) Ujjs how could you 

know?! Perhaps the Hour may be near! 3 expressing purpose 
(12:62) (_sJj IjjJajI Ijj ’f 41 *l JUj 

he said to his helpers, ‘Put their goods back in their saddlebags, 
that they will recognise them (or, the gesture involved in 
returning them) when they get back to their folk. ’ 

0/£,/J l-^’-n to drive away, to eject, to reject; to curse, to damn; to 
torture, imprecation; the devil; scarecrow. Of this root, seven 
forms occur 41 times in the Qur’an: laHna 20 times; 'csd 

ludna three times; fd lad once; ^ ladatun 14 times; oyHi 
Iddnun once; ay maVunln once and jiL maVunatun once. 
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Jltl^ 

(>! la’^ana a [v. trans.] to reject, to curse (29:25) 'fy, 

j on the Day of Resurrection, you will 

disown one another and reject one another. 

ludna [pass, v.] to be rejected, to be cursed (24:23) bj 
liill Ijj*l p5\iUJI those who accuse 

unaware, believing, chaste women are cursed, in this life and the 
next. 

d*i la’^n [v. n.] the act of cursing, rejecting (33:68) lij 
I Ukl Lord, give them twice the punishment 

and curse them with a mighty cursing. 

^ la^atun [n.] curse, rejection (13:25) iJ4i 
jl‘J/or them there will be a curse and a dreadful abode. 

Iddnun [pi. of act. part, lddn\ those who curse, 
reject (2:159) (jjjtSui God curses/rejects them, 

and so will others who curse/reject. 

maVunln [pi. of pass. part. qJ^ maVun\ accursed, 
those who are cursed/rejected (33:61) I they will be 
cursed/rejected wherever they are found. 

maVunatun [fern. pass, part.] accursed, one who is 
subjected to cursing/rejection (17:60) ^jkUl as 

was the cursed tree [mentioned] in the Qur’an. 

v/^/J l-gh-b badly made arrow, weariness, fatigue, weak-minded 
person; to undertake a task tirelessly; long chase. Of this root, 
only tjjil lughub occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

Ljjil lughub [v. n./n.] fatigue, exhaustion, weariness (50:38) 

l-JjiJ ^ UliW Uttj ^ 1 - ft i i’uj Uj USL jSIj We 

created the heavens, and the earth, and everything between them 
in six Days, and no weariness touched Us. 

^Itl^ l-gh-w to speak, language, dialect, idiom, useless idle talk, 
chatter, nonsense, outrageous talk; to cancel, void; to digress. Of 
this root, three forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: 1 >1! '’ilghaw 
once; >1 laghw nine times and Idghiyatun once. 



Ijil) ^ilghaw [imper. of v. laghd intrans.] to speak; to chatter, to 
utter meaningless sounds (41:26) IV Ioiill Jla'j 

^ rjill'j the disbelievers say, ‘Do not give ear to this Qur’an; and 
speak frivolously [while it is being recited]. ’ 

jil laghw [n.] 1 void, unintended utterance (5:89) ^11 V 

jilllj God does not take you to task for what is 
unintentional in your oaths 2 vain, idle talk, frivolity (25:72) Ijj'j 
U'j£ I jjx jilUj Ijj4 and when they come across some frivolity, they 
pass on with dignity 3 intoxication, mind corruption 
(52:23) Vj 144 Sf zJs 14 ^ in it [the Garden] they 

exchange cups of wine, in which there is neither intoxication nor 
a cause of sin. 

Idghiyatun [n./fem. act. part, used adjectivally] vain, idle 
talk, obscenity; (of talk) offensive, idle, frivolous (88:10-11) 

144 ^ 2.^1 V ykc. in a lofty garden in which none will hear a 
vain [word]. 

ej/ui/J l-f-t to turn to one side, to turn back, to look back, to divert; 
to distract, to dissuade; to twist; to take care; gesture. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: ejih talfit once and eimL 
yaltafit twice. 

talfit [imperf. of v. ejal lafata, trans.] to distract, to divert, 
to cause someone to turn away from (10:78) lj"4-j Gui?.! 1 jlli 

UiUi jlfc. they said, ‘Have you come to turn us away from that 
[the faith] which we found our fathers upholding?’ 

yaltafit [imperf. of v. VIII, intrans.] to turn to the side, to 
look back (11:81) -4.1 eijiuL V'j JjJll 214L jJl so, travel 

with your household in the dead of night, and let none of you look 
behind. 

l-f-h heat of a fire, fire, glare of a fire; to scorch, to bum, to 
sear, to tan; to strike lightly. Of this root, only ^ talfah occurs 
once in the Qu’ran. 

talfah [imperf. of v., trans.] to scorch, to bum (23:104) ^ 
jUll jk’j the Fire will scorch their faces. 



l-f-i to spit out, to emit, to cast out; to enunciate, to utter, to 
speak, utterance; to expire. Of this root, only yalfii occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

yalfi^ [imperf. of v. trans.] to utter, to enunciate (50:18) U 
t-ji'j 5 u'J Vj Jj51> kiL not an utterance does he utter without, 
[there being] beside him, an observer at the ready. 

(J/lj/J /-/-/(of the thighs) to be fleshy; to gather together, to wrap 
up; large crowd of a mixture of people, thicket of trees; to stutter. 
Of this root, three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: Uall 
dltaffa-, Uilii ^aljdf and laflf. 

tiol) dltaffa [v. Vlll, intrans.] to wind around, to join closely 
together *(75:29) oUJU jllJI timllj when death overtakes the 
person [lit. and leg is intertwined with leg]. 

^alfdf[pl. of ^ luff which is, in turn, pi. of quasi-act. part. 
»U1 laffd"] intertwined, conflated, thickly interlacing, tangled 
(78:15-16) UUli 59 ^ to bring forth with it grain, 

plants and gardens of interlacing foliage. 

laflf [quasi-act./pass. part.] diversified crowd, a mixed 
group (17:104) Ui?. and when the promise 

of the Hereafter is fulfilled. We shall bring you [out] as a mixed 
group. 

j/ui/J l-f-w to scrape meat off bones; to find; to avoid; to put right; 
to eliminate. Of this root, only '’alfd occurs three times in the 
Qur’an. 

yiii '’alfd [v. IV trans.] to find (2:170) UOi. liai! U ^ Jj 
rather, we [will] follow what we found our fathers following. 

Lj/j/J l-q-b surname, nickname, epithet, designation, title, to call 
names. Of this root, only '’alqdb occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ljlili ^alqdb [pi. of n. laqab] titles, surnames, epithets, 
nicknames; derogatory names (49:11) IjJjhu Vj Iy>Jj Vj 

and do not defame one another, and do not revile one 
another with derogatory names. 
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C/d/J 

^/j/J l-q-h seed, semen, pollen, to impregnate, to pollinate, to 
become pregnant. Of this root, only lawaqih occurs once in 
the Qur’an. 

lawaqih [pi. of act. part. ^ laqih] pollinating, fertilising 
(15:22) ^fji UL."J j and We send the winds as pollinators. 

Ja/j/J l-q-t to pick up from the ground, to collect, to glean; a find, a 
foundling; windfalls. Of this root, dltaqata occurs twice in 
the Qur’an. 

iaiiil dltaqata [v. VIII trans.] to pick up, to take in (28:8) 

I jic. so the family of Pharaoh took him in 

[only for him] to become for them an enemy and a source of grief 

'-“/j/t) l-q-f to catch up, to gulp up, to snatch up; to collapse, to 
crumple. Of this root, only UaJj talqaf occurs three times in the 
Qur’an. 

talqaf [imperf. of v. ^ laqifa, trans.] to gulp, to swallow 
down (20:69) U ^jaii U (jlfj throw down what is in 

your right hand; it will swallow up what they have produced. 

l-q-m to swallow, to gobble up; morsel, mouthful of food, to 
hand-feed; to obstruct. Of this root, two forms occur three times 
in the Qur’an: '^\ '’iltaqama once and cf^Luqmdn twice. 

dltaqama [v. VIII. trans.] to gobble up, to swallow up 
(37:142) JX jA j cj jkll AXlli so the great fish swallowed him while 
he was blameworthy. 

Luqmdn [proper n.] a man whom the Qur’an describes as 
someone whom God has endowed with wisdom. He is said to 
have been a prophet, pious man or man of wisdom (31:13) Jli ij j 
V ktuu ja'j [jUil and when Luqmdn counselled his 
son, ‘My son, do not attribute partners to God’", * name of 
Sura 31, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verses 12-19 to ‘Luqmdn’. 

l-q-y to meet, to encounter, reunion; to find; to undergo, to 
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suffer, to experience; to throw, to cast; to give, to receive, to 
accept; to lie down. Of this root, 16 forms occur 146 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ laqiya 14 times; laqqa once; tulaqqa five 
times; 1 Jp^yuldqu three times; ^alqd 58 times; ^ulqiya 13 
times; talaqqd four times; '^\ ^iltaqd seven times; Idql 
once; liqd'’ 24 times; tilqd'’ three times; taldql once; 
ja5t:o muldqu seven times; mulqun three times; mulqiydt 
once and mutalaqqiydn once. 

laqiya a [v. trans.] 1 to meet (2:14) Ijili 1 'oiiJl I Ji lijj 
and when they meet the believers, they say, ‘We believe’ 2 to meet 
in battle, to battle against (8:45) IjjjjU ^ lij when you meet a 
force in battle, stand firm 3 to find (17:13) slii 1)1^ ^ 

\jj^ and We shall bring out for him, on the Day of Resurrection, 
a record, which he will find spread wide open 4 to reap, to meet 
with, to come face to face with, to reap the result of one’s deed 
(19:59) i"''j) 

but there came after them successors who didn ’t keep [lit. wasted] 
the prayer and followed [their] lusts—so they will meet with evil 
[for what they have done] 5 to experience (18:62) Ujil.- "o- Uui 
\'Sa we have experienced, in this journeying of ours, fatigue. 

yii laqqa [v. II, doubly trans.] to reward, to give (76:11) 
fjjjl-'j JJklilj 2Uj ‘jA so God protected them from the 
evil of that Day, and rewarded them with radiance and gladness. 

tulaqqa [pass, imperf of v. laqqa] 1 to be made to 
receive, to be given (27:6) ^ 21jj j and you 

[Prophet] are given the Qur’an from One who is All-Wise, 
All-Knowing 2 to be granted (41:35) Ulii Uj I fJL.^ [jjjJI Vj Uj 
^ jj Vj but none will be granted it save for the steadfast; 
none will be granted it save for those endowed with great good 
fortune. 

iJifi yuldql [imperf. of v. Ill, trans.] to meet with, to 
encounter, to come face to face with (70:42) ^ Jiijia 

lj£;C so leave them to wallow in idle talk and jest, 
until they come face to face with their promised Day. 

yili ^alqd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to cast down, to throw down (26:32) 



so he cast down his staff and-lo and 
behold!-it became a snake for everyone to see', *(50:37) <^1 

listened in, lent an ear to [lit. cast the hearing] 2 to lay down 
(16:15) iwj ‘j j and [He] set firm mountains 

on the earth, lest it sway under you 3 to bestow upon, to shower 
upon (20:39) iffk. eiiiSlij and I bestowed upon you love 

from Me 4 to offer (4:90) jill jJjli jTjSLI pU so if 

they withdraw and do not fight you, and offer you peace; *(75:15) 
i'jijUx toss out excuses 5 to lay on, to place on (12:93) 

pb ffc. sjSiU Ija take this shirt of mine and lay 

it over the face of my father—he will become sighted 6 to hurl into, 
to cast into (50:24) pp jUS hurl every obstinate 

disbeliever into Hell 7 to instigate, to foment, to sow (5:64) liSll j 
piai »t4ai2l j SjIPJI J44 u and We sowed enmity and hatred 

amongst them till the Day of Resurrection 8 to bring forth, to cast 
out (84:3^) cjkj'j 1^4 U dill'j lij'j when the earth is 

stretched out, and casts forth what is in it and empties itself 9 to 
charge with, to entrust with (73:5) Yfi Uj We shall 

entrust you with a weighty discourse 10 to convey, to 
communicate (4:171) Ulil! kdikj 5011 Jjloj IP] 

jOjO the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, was only a messenger of 
God, and His word, [that] He conveyed to Mary 11 to retort 
(16:86) IP pifi, Ojj 

[jjljlki JPjj Jjall rjilti OLji when the idolaters see their 
partners [whom they ascribed to God] they will say, ‘Our Lord, 
these are the partners we used to invoke besides You,’ but the 
partners will retort, ‘Indeed, you are liars. ’ 

'J^\ dlqiya [pass., v. IV.] 1 to be hurled, to be cast (41:40) I>af 
"fiL jUll is he who is hurled into the Fire better? 2 to be 

dropped, to be thrown over, to be delivered (27:29) OjIP 
JojS a precious letter has been handed down to me 3 to be flung 
down, to be reduced to falling down (26:46) uip-l— s'jlPOl and 
the sorcerers were flung prostrate 4 to be revealed, to be sent 
down (28:86) 4£j [>“ j you 

yourself could not have expected that the Book be revealed to 
you—[it came] only as a mercy from your Lord. 
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talaqqa [v. V, trans.] 1 to receive (2:37) 
pus then Adam received words from his Lord 2 to meet, to 
welcome (21:103) bjUjj the angels 

will welcome them [saying,] ‘This is your Day, the one you were 
promised! ’ 

yiil! hltaqd [v. VIII, intrans.] to come face to face with one 
another, to meet one another (8:44) ^ jiuil jj pjlUji jjj 

and [remember] when He showed them to you, when you came 
face to face, as few in your eyes. 

Idql [act. part.] one who finds something, one who meets 
with someone (28:61) I>s ^ IPU fij ibUj ]>al 

[jjjUUll (> 'fji jA p USlI is the one to whom We have made a 
good promise, then he finds it [coming true], like the one We have 
given some worldly enjoyment but on the Day of Resurrection will 
be one of those taken to task? 

liqa'’ [v. n.] meeting, to meet (18:110) f[j »lal 
so whoever hopes of meeting his Lord. 

f.\Mtilqd'’ [v. n. used adverbially] towards (7:47) lUjUlilj 
jUll utaU.! »liJj p jlUi! and when their sights are directed towards 
the people of the Fire\ *(10:15) of my own accord. 

iJtkjtaldql [v. n./n.] encountering, encounter (40:15) 'ffi 
to warn of the Day of Encounter. 

muldql [act. part.] one who meets, meets with (2:46) 

(jpiu those who believe [also interpreted as: who 
expect] that they will meet their Lord. 

mulql [act. part.; fern. pi. mulqiydt] 1 one who casts 
or throws something down (7:115) [jU (jjkj ‘j Uj Ijlli 

^ ‘j llj so they said, ‘Moses, either you throw first or we will be 
the ones to throw’ 2 one who brings down, one who delivers 
(77:5-6) fjij ji fjjc- IjSj and those delivering a message 

that excuses or warns! 

mutalaqql [act. part.] one receiving, receiver, receptor, 
recording angel (50:17) Ud julill (jUll (fi. ijUiUl jj when 
the two receivers receive [him], one seated on the left [and the 
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other] on the right. 

lakin [rectifying particle ^j^), occurring some 65 times 

in the Qur’an] but, yet, nevertheless, rather (43:76) (jSij Uj 
JJk I jjlS We never wronged them; rather, they were the ones 
who were the wrongdoers. 

Idkinna [rectifying particle (>4I one of the sisters of ‘ci 

dnna (bj cjI ji.1 t>), (q.v.), occurring some 65 times in the Qur’an. 
The use of Idkinna, rather than lakin, (q.v.) lends emphasis to the 
context] but in fact, on the contrary (2:102) tjSij [jUjL JS. Uj 
I JJS. not that Solomon himself was a disbeliever; it is the 

devils who, in fact, were disbelievers. 

lam [negative particle ((^ ^j=-) occurring some 346 times in the 
Qur’an. It precedes an imperfect, in the jussive the time 

reference of the whole is similar to that of the perfect] did not 
(112:3) ".4^ jL [4 He did not father nor was He fathered. 

l-m-h to glance, to notice, to look furtively, twinkle, to look 
askance; looks, features; glow of light. Of this root, only ^ lamh 
occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

lamh [v. n.] the act of twinkling, glancing, blinking (16:77) 
Lj'jai jA ji Vj <c.\LS\ ’Jj]\ U'j the matter of the [coming of] 

the Hour of Judgement is but like the blink of an eye, or [even] 
faster. 

l-m-z to nudge; to poke fun at, to defame, to speak ill of 
someone, to slander, a slanderer. Of this root, two forms occur 
four times in the Qur’an: J—oLyaZm/z three times and s'j_4 
lumazatun once. 

j^yalmiz [imperf. v., trans.] to slander, to defame, to speak 
ill, to find faults with (9:58) pli'i-all ^Ij-L ‘f.,. among them 
are some who speak ill of you [Prophet] regarding [the 
distribution of] alms. 

5j41 lumazatun [intens. masc./fem. quasi-act. part.] one who 




slanders, backbites or defames frequently or strongly (104:1) Jij 
fjld fjloA woe to every backbiting slanderer. 

l-m-s to touch, to probe; to look for, to request; to become 
aware; to be in contact with, to have sexual intercourse. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: lamasa 

twice; lamasa twice and I '’iltamisu once. 

'o^ lamasa i/u [v. trans.] 1 to touch (6:7) jTj 

■^iiL i jl*4a a"U=j5 even if We had sent down to you actual writing 
inscribed on parchment, and they had touched it with their own 
hands 2 to seek, to probe, to reach for (72:8) UljVja ufj 

Hi'jp. cjjL and we probed heaven, but found it had been 
filled with strong guards and meteors. 

lamasa [v. Ill, trans.] to come into contact with *(4:43) 
itiujll you have [come into contact] had sexual intercourse 
with women. 

o^\ '’iltamis [imper. of v. VIII, trans.] seek, search for, go in 
quest of (57:13) fjjj go back and look for a 

light. 

l-m-m to gather, to put together, to reunite; group; small faults, 
mistakes; to visit sporadically; calamity; lock of hair. Of this root, 
two words occur once each in the Qur’an: 1—4 lammd and j^-4 
lamam. 

U1 lammd [v. n. used adjectivally] exhaustive, excessive, 
extreme (89:19) eiji'jall and you devour the 

inheritance [of the orphans] with excessive greed. 

lamam [coll, n.] occasional/unwittingly committed lesser 
mistakes (53:32) '^1 Vj jia-ljillj 'JLS. 'ojill those who 

avoid grave sins and foul acts, except for the occasional 
peccadillo. 

lammd particle occurring some 164 times in the Qur’an and 
functioning as I negative particle sfi) preceding an imperf. v. 
in the jussive jj^) has not yet (49:14) 1 jvyj Ij-ld LjI'jLVi pili 
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jijJa ^ 'uW^^ 'ibu.f I jl ja ‘j^j the Bedouin Arabs say, ‘We 

believe.’ [You, Prophet,] say, ‘You do not believe, rather say, 
“We have submitted”—as faith has not yet entered your hearts’ II 
exceptive particle sli), but (11:111) i4'j (4-5)2'^ 'll Sts 

none of them [will be left] but your Lord will recompense 
them for their deeds. The other place in which this type of lammd 
also occurs in the Qur’an is in the popular reading of verse (86:4) 
Jialk tjbii 111 JS b there is not a soul but a keeper guards over 
it, (in the less popular reading lammd is rendered as lama and is 
analysed as consisting of emphatic la + emphatic md) III 
quasi-conditional particle (^j411 lU^ ^t^) when joining two 
clauses, the first of which is always verbal and begins with a 
perfect verb, while the second may be: 1 a similarly structured 
verbal clause (17:67) jjII llJi but when He brings 

you safe to land you turn away 2 a verbal clause whose verb is in 
the imperfect, the only example of which, in the Qur’anic text, is 
in verse (11:74) ^jl (_ji tilpllj ^jc. (_jAj Ilia 

and when the fear left Abraham and the good news came to him, 
he began to plead with Us for Lot’s people 3 a nominal clause 
beginning with connective i/a- (q.v.) (31:32) 54l4 ’f^\ jlllj Ilia 
but, when He delivers them safely to land, some of them 
waver [also interpreted as to give the opposite meaning: some of 
them stay firm in their faith] 4 a nominal clause connected with 
’’idhd of sudden occurrence (^llill 14) (q.v.) (29:65) ji4l [lllj Ilia 
14 but when He delivers them safely back to land, lo and 
behold!, they ascribe partners to Him. 

Ian a future tense negative particle sfi), ‘will not ever’, 

‘indeed, will not’, occurring 106 times in the Qur’an and negating 
the imperfect. It is disputable amongst the grammarians whether 
it is ‘for emphasising negation’ ojShl), in contradistinction to 
Id (V) which also negates the imperfect but does not lend 
emphasis to it, as all grammarians agree. The context in the 
following verse however implies emphasis (20:91) ^ '^'Jp y I jlli 
lllj ^jj yl they said, ‘We will never give up our 

devotion to it [him, the calf] until Moses returns to us. ’ 
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J/VJ 

i-j/a/J l-h-b tongue of fire, flame, to blaze; radiance; to be extremely 
hungry, thirst. Of this root, lahab occurs twice and '’abl 

lahab once in the Qur’an. 

lahab [n./v. n.] flame; raging of fire (111:3) euli IjU 
he will bum in the flaming Fire. 

"abl lahab [nickname] (an attribute of ‘’abdu’l-‘’uzza, 
one of Prophet Muhammad’s uncles’ who used to abuse him) the 
one with the fiery temper, the one worthy of going to Hell (111:1) 
Lju'j clu may the hands of ^abu Lahab be paralysed!— 

may he come to ruin [too]', * name of Sura 111, Meccan 

sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to ""abl 
Lahab’. Also called clu (see t-b-t) and (see m- 

s-d). 

ti/A/J l-h-th the physical sensation of thirst, panting with thirst, 
panting; to loll the tongue; fatigue. Of this root, only yalhath 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

yalhath [imperf v., intrans.] to pant with thirst, to hang 
one’s tongue out, panting (7:176) ‘j ei^L die. bj 

^ jMj so his likeness is that of a dog: attack him, and he pants 
[with his tongue out]; leave him alone, and he pants [with his 
tongue out], 

j»/A/J l-h-m gulping, glutton; inspiration, to inspire; notable person; 
fast horse; vast army. Of this root, only J4li '’alhama occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

'’alhama [v. IV, doubly trans.] to instil something into, to 
inspire (91:8) Uljiij U'jjki so He instilled into it [the 

capacity for] its lewdness (or, rebellion) and its piety. 

j/a/J l-h-w amusement, distraction, diversion, pastime, time- 
wasting, to amuse oneself, to have fun, to distract; to turn one’s 
attention to; mouthful; uvula, gullet. Of this root, four forms 
occur 16 times in the Qur’an: '’alhd four times; talahhd 

once; lahw 10 times and Idhiyatun once. 
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cj'if 

^alha [v. IV, trans.] to divert, to distract (24:37) V "jlkj 
5011 jkp ^ Vj Sjl^ men whom neither goods nor trading 

divert from the remembrance of God. 

talahhd [imperf. (with elided prefix j ta-) of v. V, intrans. 
with prep. i>] to he distracted or diverted away from, to occupy 
oneself away from. (80:8-10) Ai jAj ■(> lllj 

as for the one who has come to you full of eagerness and awe, 
you allow yourself to be distracted from him. 

lahw [v. n; n.] 1 diversion, distraction (29:64) sl^l U'j 
ljOj ^ Vj liall the life of this world is nothing but distraction and 
amusement 2 amusement, sport (62:11) I'j^ j! s'jtaO I'Jj lij'j 
lOula 41jS'jjj l^Olj yet whenever they see [a chance for] trade or 
amusement they scatter towards it, and leave you [Prophet] 
standing [alone] 3 a plaything, a pastime (21:17) "J Uj'J 

Oil sUikjV had We wished to indulge in a pastime. We would, 
indeed, have produced it from Ourselves', *(31:6) idle 

talk, distracting tales. 

kjjkH Idhiyatun [fern. act. part.] preoccupied, distracted; jesting 
(21:2—3) ‘p'j Vj 0ii0k.o 

whenever any fresh revelation comes to them from their Lord, 
they listen to it while they play with frivolous hearts. 

lAiV lata (see alphabetically). 

^alatndhum (see ^-l-t). 

^^yalitkum (see cj/J/i ^-l-t). 

law particle occurring some 201 times in the Qur’an and 
functioning as 1 conditional particle of prevention ^‘f^) 
it introduces hypothetical clauses like ‘had x been 
possible y would, or would not, have taken place’ (32:13) ‘/j 

Ufa* ^ jk liuV if it had been Our will. We could certainly have 
given every soul its guidance 2 conditional particle with future 
reference ‘if’ ^jp.) as in (4:9) I> I jS-'j ‘f (jjill 

I jaU. Ajj j and let those who, if they left behind them 



offspring unable to fend for themselves, would fear for them-let 
them fear [being unfair to other people’s orphaned children] 3 
infinitive forming particle ^j^), similar to '’an (q.v.). It 

is usually preceded with the verb and followed by a verb ‘. 
to (2:96) 3-*^ 'ffiu "ji ‘SJi each of them wishes if only he 
were to be granted longevity for a thousand years 4 optative (or 
wish) particle ‘if only ...!’ as in (26:102) Sjk ui ‘J 

(jjSja would that there were for us a return [to our 
former state[: we would be true believers! 5 (disputed by some 
grammarians) a particle of paucity or rarity ^j^), ‘even if 
as in (4:135) ^ K’ l aj' lj 

j uphold justice and bear witness for God, even if it is 
against yourselves, your parents and your [other] relatives. 

ciiill "alldta [proper n. occurring once in the Qur’an] "alldt, a female 
idol which, alongside Manat and -’al-‘’uzzd, was regarded by the 
pre-Islamic pagan Arabs as God’s daughters (53:19-21) ciiill Jil'jal 
Uj 'jSill ’^\ slij will you [disbeliev¬ 

ers] consider [the case of] ’’allot and '’al-‘’uzzd and that one. 
Manat, the third!? Are you to have the male and He the female? 

C/j/t) l-w-h shoulder blade, board, a slap; to be emaciated; to be 
tanned, to be scorched black, to be thirsty; to glitter, to appear 
from a distance; to wave, to brandish; to insinuate; a glance, a 
blink; to whip. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: lawh once; ’alwdh four times and 

lawwdhatun once. 

lawh [n. pi. ”alwdh] 1 board, plank *(54:13) 
jLij pl jll pi j and We carried him along on a boat [lit. a thing of 
planks and nails] 2 slate, tablet (7:145) ^I'ji^l ^ and We 
inscribed for him in the Tablets', *(85:22) a Protected, 

or Guarded Tablet. Some commentators take this to literally 
mean an actual Heavenly tablet eternally kept, while others take it 
to signify the promise that the text of the Qur’an will be forever 
protected, as stated in verse (15:9) ^ hj j 'jkill UTjj [>j U it is 

We who have sent down the Remembrance, and We, Ourselves, 
will guard it. 



lawwahatun [intens. act. part.] scorching, burning, 
darkening the colour (74:29) j421 scorching the skin/flesh of 
humans. 

j/j/tJ l-w-dh to take refuge, to resort to, to keep close to, fortress; to 
evade, to move furtively; to approximate. Of this root, only lilj—l 
liwadhan occurs once in the Qur’an. 

liwadhan [v. n. of v. III. ijV lawadha, used adverbially] 
furtively, stealthily, surreptitiously (24:63) 

Ijfjl God may take to task [know] those of you who steal away 
surreptitiously. 

■Is/j/J l-w-t to coat with mud, to stick; to hide; to claim; to be 
affectionate towards someone; raiment, food, assortment, usury. 
The proper noun J=ijl Lut is considered by the grammarians as 
foreign although the philologists derive it from this root, 

of which only 1=jl Lut occurs 27 times in the Qur’an. 

lajl Lilt [proper n.] Lot, a prophet sent to a people who lived 
near the Dead Sea and who practised sodomy (Gen. XXXII) 
(27:54) (jjjQ 5 u"jal Jli jj lljj and [also We 

saved] Lot when he said to his people, ‘How can you commit this 
abomination with your eyes wide open?’ 

The Qur’an speaks of Lot as a prophet who was sent to his 
people to warn them against the evil of sodomy. The text records 
him for rebuking them for shunning the company of women and 
lusting after men, an abomination never practised in communities 
before theirs. When it became apparent that they were beyond 
convincing and they conspired to banish him and his household 
from their city, God sent messengers from Heaven who turned 
their dwellings upside down and caused a shower of stones to rain 
over them. Only Lot and his household, with the exception of his 
wife, were saved (cf. 7:80-4; 11:74-83; 27:54-8). 

f^lawld particle occurring some 75 times in the Qur’an and 
functioning as 1 a conditional particle of prevention 

it introduces hypothetical clauses like ‘had x been 



possible y would, or would not, have taken place’ (34:31) Sfji 
USl had it not been for you, we would certainly have been 
believers 2 an interjection particle of suggesting and urging 
‘won’t you?’ (27:46) 

won’t you ask forgiveness of God, so that you may be given 
mercy? 3 also said by some commentators to function as a 
negative particle ((^ in contexts also allowing the 

possibility of it being urging (10:98) eiulS Vjla 

tjiija if only a single town had believed and benefited from 
its belief! 4 invocative (^tc-i), (4:11) liic. clfi. lij 

tjja our Lord, why have You ordained fighting for us? If 

only You would defer us to a near term! 

l-w-m to blame, to censure, to rebuke, to be deserving of 
blame; to linger; need; hardship; person, silhouette. Of this root, 
eight forms occur 14 times in the Qur’an: J.V lama three times; 
ijfYpdi yataldwamun once; lawmatun eight times; Id^im 
once; lawwdmatun once; malum three times; 
malumln twice and ^ mulim twice. 

'fi lama u [v. trans.] to censure, to blame, to scold, to rebuke 
(12:32) 5^4 cjlli she said, ‘That is the one you 

blamed me for. ’ 

yataldwamun [imperf. v. VI, intrans.] to exchange 
blame, to reproach one another (68:30) jdl 

and then they turned to each other in mutual reproach. 

lawmatun [v. n., of instance] censure, reproof, rebuke 
(5:54) fY Yj and they do not fear the blame of any who 

may blame. 

^ IdYm [act. part.] one who censures, reproves, rebukes 
(5:54) Yj and they do not fear the blame of any who 

may blame. 

lawwdmatun [intens. fern, quasi-act. part.] one given to 
censuring, reproaching, rebuking, blaming (75:2) Yj 

and I do [lit. I do not] swear by the ever self-reproaching 

soul. 





malum [pass, part., pi. ^ malumin] blamed, censured, 
rebuked (17i39) Ijjkxo tojL ^ ^ Vj do 

not set up another deity beside God, or you will be thrown into 
Hell, blamed, cast out. 

^ mulim [quasi-act. part.] deserving of blame, censure, 
rebuke (37:142) ^ ja'j eijjkll so the great fish swallowed 
him while he was blameworthy. 

lawmd particle of suggesting and urging 
occurring once in the Qur’an. It is also said to be similar in all 
respects to Tji lawld, (q.v.) (15:6-7) (> "(jj Ixuti U ‘j. 

[jjSjllall won’t you bring us the angels, if you are one of those 
telling the truth?’ 

l-w-n colour, to colour; types, species; to be changeable, to be 
capricious; to be hypocritical. Of this root, two words occur nine 
times in the Qur’an: cjfi lawn twice and '’alwdn seven times. 

ififi lawn [n. pi. Jjll '’alwdn] 1 colour (30:22) jk "u-j 
t>=jVrj and of His wonders is the 

creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your 
languages and colours 2 species, types (16:13) f'ji U'j 

kjfjll UJj^ and what He has multiplied for you in the earth of 
diverse species/hues. 

(#/j/J l-w-y to twist, to intertwine, to bend, to coil up; to tarry; to 
wither away; to dispute hotly; banner. Of this root, three forms 
occur five times in the Qur’an: Cijj-L yalwuna three times; iVj-J 
lawwaw once and ^ layy once. 

yalwuna [imperf of v. iff lawd, trans.] 1 to twist, (4:135) 
I'jj^ Uoj (jlS [jli I jl Ij’jij ‘(jj j if you twist or neglect 
[justice], God is fully aware of what you do', *(3:78) "^4^^ 

they distort and pervert the Book [lit. they twist the Book 
with their tongues] 2 to turn, to bend *(3:153) Jic. offi!)} you 
do not turn to anyone, you do not pay heed to anyone, you are not 
concerned for anyone, being in a state of disarray or panic. 




lawwaw [v. II, trans.] to twist several times, to cause to be 
crooked *(63:5) "(M—jij they resisted, they showed disdain [lit. 

they twisted their heads]. 

layy [v. n. used adverbially] twisting *(4:46) IjJ 

distorting with their tongues, distorting the words. 

l-y-t 

lata (see alphabetically). 

'’alldta (see alphabetically). 
jJkUiii "’alatndhum (see 
^^yalitkum (see ^-l-t). 

layta (or wishing) particle generally relating to 

something impossible, a sister of particle '’inna (I^jI>- 1 j tj!) (q.v.), 
occurring 14 times in the Qur’an. Like dnna (Ji), layta (eiul) 
governs a nominal sentence of which the subject is in the 
accusative case and the predicate in the nominative, ‘would 
that...!’, ‘I wish that ...!’, ‘if only ...!’ (25:28) 
if only I had not taken so-and-so for a friend! is often 
preceded with U yd for emphasis as in (36:26) eiijh Jla l!4 

it was said, ‘Enter the Garden, ’ and he said, ‘Would 
that my people knew! ’ 

'odA laysa a word denoting negation, ‘not’, and occurring 89 times in 
the Qur’an. Grammarians describe it as a conjugable verb, 
occurring only in the perfect, and classify it amongst the sisters of 
kdna (jj'4 cjlji.!) (q.v.), all of which govern a nominal sentence 
with the subject in the nominative case and the predicate in the 
accusative (3:113) Ijl4J they are not equal. Preposition j is 

often prefixed to the predicate of laysa (o^i) for particular 
emphasis (6:30) is this not very real/true? 

61(416 l-y-l night, night-time, one night, to enter night-time. Of this 
root, four forms occur 92 times in the Qur’an: J—4^^ ‘‘al-layl 74 
times; l&J layl five times; laylatun nine times and laydll 
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four times. 

"al-layl [n.] 1 night as opposed to day (41:37) q-j 

'jlaall j j and of His signs are the night and the day, the 

sun and the moon 2 the darkness of night (6:76) J'j Pa 

PjS when the night grew dark above him he saw a star 3 span of 
the night, night-time (73:2) !)Ua Vj ^ keep vigil throughout the 
night, all but a small part of it. 

Jji layl [n. used adverbially] by night (17:1) 

'3^ glory be to Him who made His servant travel by night, *(71:5) 
IjiPj 5Q cljc-'s I called my people [night and day] 
continuously, all the time’, * JP' name of Sura 92, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the "Night’. 

^ laylatun [fern, n., pi. laydli] a night (44:3) (.J 

We have sent it down on a blessed night!’, *(97:1) jPI 
(see ^al-qadr)’, *(89:2) jP J12 laydlin ‘’ashr [ten nights]. 
Opinions differ as to the meaning of this: the last ten days of the 
month of Ramadan (in which jPl laylatu’l-qadr (q.v.), 

may fall, the first ten days of the month of p dhu ’l-Hijjati 
during which the pilgrimage takes place, or the first ten days of 
the month of /pPl ^al-Muharram, which is the first month in the 
Islamic calendar. 

l-y-n to be soft, to be tender, to be mild; to be amiable, to be 
lenient, to relax, to become at ease; to be affluent, ease of living; 
kind of palm tree. Of this root, four forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: cfl Idna twice, jVi ^aldna once; ^ llnatun once and cf-l 
layyin once. 

L)'!? Idna i [v. intrans.] to soften up, to become tender, to relax 
(39:23) pi jS) "pipk [jp p then their skins and their 

hearts soften to the words of God. 

L)V) '’aldna [v. IV, trans.] to cause to become soft, pliable 
(34:10) JjPJI ^ liii'j and Wc softened for him iron. 

^ llnatun [n.] palm tree (59:5) upk'jj ^ pPa U 

pi IpjPl whatever palm trees you have cut down or left 
standing on their trunks—[was done[ by God’s leave. 
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( 1 )^ layyin [quasi-act. part.] soft, pliable; gentle, kind (20:44) 
Vja y V jaa so speak to him a gentle word. 



^/mim 

^al-mlm the twenty-fourth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
bi-labial nasal sound. 

ma a word oeeurring some 2582 times in the Qur’an and 
funetioning as: I a nominal; it may be: 1 relative noun for 
non-rational beings jjil ‘what’, ‘that’, ‘whieh’ 

(16:96) jjlj fdll 'Xif. Uj iii U that which is with you runs out, 
but what is with God endures. In eertain instanees, sueh as 
harmony with a preeeding eontrasting statement, it is used for 
rationals (J?'.*!!); for example, the referring to God with md in 
(109:3) U (jjijlc. Juj! V'j nor will you worship what (instead of 
‘who’) I worship, in harmony with the preeeding: (109:2) V 
It. I do not worship what you worship 2 interrogative noun 
for non-rational beings (J?'.*!' f-J), ‘what?’, ‘whieh?’ 

(20:17) i%<uj what is that in your right hand? In eertain 

eontexts, sueh as referring to a quality or identity, md may be 
used to refer to rational beings (26:23) Vj what is ‘the 
Lord of the Worlds ’ ? When interrogative md is preeeded by a 
preposition its long vowel Idl is shortened, resulting in the 
omission of the letter N ‘’alif (exeept in the eases when it is 
eombined with demonstrative (dhd), as in (78:1) 'oj^^ what 
are they contesting?', and (79:43) tAfjSp ejj| J>ji where are you 
[you are far away] from knowing it [its timing] (or, of what are 
they asking you? You [Prophet] are one of its portents)', * 411 U 
‘what is wrong (or, ‘so wrong’) with you (or, ... wrong with you 
that ...)?’; (12:11) lioti Sf 411 U what is so troubling you 

that you don’t trust us with Joseph?', (27:20) isj V J U 
[what is it with me] how is it that I do not see the hoopoe? 




Interrogative ma is often followed with demonstrative dha for 
partieularising purposes, in whieh ease, grammarians argue, they 
may he eonsidered as either a single eohesive interrogative unit or 
two separate entities (2:219) '^1 Ja b-W and they ask 

you what they should give [as alms]?, say, [‘Give of what is] 
spare’ 3 eonditional (^IP), also for non-rational beings, 
‘whatever’, ‘whiehever’ (2:106) "J 

ji whatever revelation We abrogate or erase from memory. 
We replace with a better or similar one 4 exclamatory 
always followed with a form IV perfect verb, ‘what!’ (80:17) 
ojaSi U (jtPVl may man perish! How ungrateful he is! 5 indefinite 
adjective (s'jSjU ^ 4 ^), ‘any of this’, ‘of any type/description’, 
‘whatever...’ (2:26) U ^ "J <.s2p12 V ‘ci God does not 
shy from drawing any comparison II a particle; it may be: 1 
infinitive-forming conjunctive (2:59) IUTjjU 

Ijkj SO we sent down upon the wrongdoers 
an affliction from heaven for their having persisted in 
disobedience-, (64:16) U I jSjli so, be mindful of God to 

the extent of your being able (i.e., to your utmost ability) 2 
infinitive-forming temporal conjunction ‘while’, 

‘so long as’ (19:31) ^ ePi U slijll'j and He has 

enjoined me with praying and giving alms so long as I live 3 the 
so-called ‘redundant’ lam f!), used for emphatic purposes 
and occurring between units which ordinarily are inseparable, 
such as: a) between a preposition and a following noun jliJl 'Jf) 
(jj’JPlI j (3:159) "(45 UP it is by a very act of mercy 

from God that you softened up for them b) between the two terms 
of a construct PlPPlIj UilPPlI 'Jdj (28:28) 5\i PUP (JjkVl id 
'iJ'yL whichever of the two terms I fulfil, let there be no 
reproach to me c) between a conditional particle and the protasis, 
the following verb (PjPI JPj sb! 'cjf) (19:26) jPil ‘cjjy llli 
Pjij (^jaa rP.! and if you do see any mortal, then 
you [should] say: ‘I have vowed to the Lord of Mercy a fast’ 4 
negative particle (^ 6 ), negating either a nominal sentence, in the 
same way as laysa, (q.v.) (12:31) IjP IP U this is not a human 
being, or a verbal one (2:272) fdl' '!] 'oj^ Uo'j and you 



shall not give but as seeking the face of God. The predicate of the 
sentence negated with md, like that negated with laysa, is often 
preceded with the so-called ‘redundant’ prep, j for emphasis (2:8) 
^ Uj when they are in no way believing. Some 
grammarians are of the opinion that when preceded with negative 
md an imperfect verb denotes the present, whereas it denotes the 
future when preceded with negative V. However, in the following 
two parallel verses the imperfect in each seems to denote the 
present with both particles, the md and the Id (2:8) 'oiilfj kill 

Uj they try to beguile God and those 

who believe but they only beguile themselves although they do not 
perceive [the reality of what they do]', (2:12) (jjljalll JJk f\ 
tjj’jLlu V (jS—Tj indeed, they are the corrupting ones although they 
do not perceive [the reality of what they do]. 

CjjjiAMdrut [proper name, occurring once in the Qur’an] according 
to the majority of commentators, cjjjU Mdrut, together with 
jjt* Hdrut, were either two rebellious angels or two 
mischievous kings who practised sorcery in Babylon (2:102) ‘c^j 

cJjUj (Jjljj ^jj^Ittll (JT^I 1-®J 'J-, mil j^loll Ij^)^ cjjhlj.lill 

but it was the devil who disobeyed, teaching people witchcraft 
and what was revealed in Babylon to the two angels (variant 
reading ci^ malikayn "two kings’) Hdrut and Mdrut. 

Ma’juj [proper name, occurring twice in the Qur’an] Magog, 
together with ^jkt yafuj Gog (also occurring twice), are thought 
by many commentators to be Mongol or Tatar tribes of central 
Asia (c.f. Eze. XXXVIII-IX and Rev. XX.8) (18:94) liU I jli 
odji\ hi they said, ‘Dhu’l-Qamayn, Gog 

and Magog are causing destruction in the land. ’ 

m-^’-y to exaggerate, to grow (said of trees), to come into leaf, 
to become enlarged; to backbite; to mow; the number ‘hundred’. 
Of this root, two forms occur 10 times in the Qur’an: klU mk’atun 
eight times and quIU mdatayn twice. 

<iU mi’atun [numerical n., dual QulU mdatayn] hundred (8:66) 
I jliu kjU "ijkl "ijli should there be a steadfast hundred 



of you, they would defeat two hundred. 


m-t-^" to be strong or become strong, to be forceful; to advance 
(said of daytime), to attain or to be granted longevity; to be 
extremely good, to benefit someone, to enjoy; commodities, 
provisions, livelihood; household equipment; memento; modest 
living; purpose. Of this root, six forms occur 70 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ matta’^a 16 times; tumatta’^un twice; ^ 

tamatta‘'a 11 times; 'dstamta‘'a six times; matd‘' 34 

times and ^amti^'atun once. 

matta’^a [v. II] I [trans.] 1 to grant longevity and power to 
(21:44) l!U= lilo Jj indeed, We have 

granted these and their forefathers before them longevity so they 
lived for long 2 to cause to enjoy, to grant a benefit to (25:18) 

Ijj) lii’ja IjjlSj jkill Ijl«j but You granted them and 

their fathers pleasures in this life, until they forgot the Reminder 
and were ruined 3 to endow, to bestow (15:88) U <_ylj 21^ ‘Jii V 
"tjjkj Vj bilo do not look longingly at the [good] 

things We have bestowed upon some of them, and do not grieve 
over them 4 [jur.] to set alimony or provision for a divorced or 
widowed woman (2:236) ‘J jj U "tjj V 

ijja jjkoll ajoa JjAjkldj Ijhajij there will be 

no financial liabilities on you [lit. no blame attached to you] if 
you divorce women so long as you have not yet consummated the 
marriage or fixed a dower for them, but make provision for them, 
the rich according to his means and the poor according to his II 
[doubly trans.] to cause someone to enjoy something (28:61) 

(kill We have given him enjoyment of this worldly life. 

yumatta^" [pass, imperf. of v. II] 1 to be granted long life 
(33:16) 5U5 Vj 'c^jkk V lij'j J b! ^ ^ 

running away will not benefit you if you flee from death or 
slaughter, [for] then you will not be granted life but for a short 
while 2 to be made to enjoy (26:207) <_ 5 jc.[ U then 

what good would come to them from the enjoyment they had been 
granted? 



tamatta^a [v. V, intrans.] 1 to remain, to carry on living 
(11:65) Ijkwj Jlaa Ujja»i but they hamstrung her, so 

he said, ‘Remain in your town for [another] three days’ 2 to 
enjoy, to experience the pleasures of life (15:3) 'jKL 

JoVi so leave them to eat and enjoy themselves, and let 

[false] hopes distract them 3 [jur.] to combine the pilgrimage 
with the al-^’umratu, (q.v.), and have a break in between (2:196) 

times of peace, 

anyone wishing to break the restrictions of consecration between 
the minor pilgrimage and the major one must make whatever 
offering that is affordable [to him[. 

jlaouil dstamta‘’a [v. X, intrans.] 1 to profit, to benefit (6:128) 
lij (Jlij their friends among 

mankind will say, ‘Lord, we have profited/benefitted from one 
another’ 2 to derive pleasure, to enjoy (9:69) uk 

you enjoyed your share [in this life[ as 
those [who lived] before you enjoyed their share. 

^\dA matd‘’ I [v. n.] 1 the act of enjoying; enjoyment (3:14) 'c^j 

liall 211 j made fair for humankind is 

the love of desirable things-women, children, tons upon tons of 
gold and silver, horses with fine markings, livestock and 
farmland-that is the pleasure of this life 2 tarrying, remaining, 
spending one’s time embroiled in the chores of living (7:24) Jli 
ijy. 1 I jh;» l Me said, 

‘Descend, some of you as enemies to others; on earth you shall 
have an abode and a tarrying for a time’ 3 [jur.] the act of 
maintaining a divorced or a widowed woman (2:240) 

Jy. (Jj^l t-lio ujj^j if of you 

die and leave wives, make a bequest for them: a year’s 
maintenance and no expulsion from their homes [for that time] II 
[n., pi. ^amtdatun] 1 chattels, belongings (12:17) Uj UdU IjJl5 
Ljjill Util. Ujt ikjSj j they said, ‘Father, we went 

off racing and left Joseph with our belongings, so the wolf ate 
him’ 2 packs (12:65) cIJj l)4411. 1 jkja tdj when 

they opened their packs, they found their goods returned to them 
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3 household object, utensil (33:53) ftjj jlLu ‘{jt, j^ilL lij j 
tjUa. when you ask them for something, do so from behind a 
barrier 4 errand, business, purpose (24:29) I "J 

144 3j 'Jit. tj^ there is no blame on you for entering 
non-private houses [lit. unihabited houses] in which there is some 
errand/business for you. 

m-t-n back of an animal; to be strong, to be firm; heights; the 
main part, the middle of the road; ropes holding a tent; to be 
remote; to hotly oppose in a debate. Of this root, only jid matin, 
occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

matin [quasi-act. part.] powerful, firm, strong, sure 
(7:183) Jid J] 541 I give respite to them; my punishment 
is sure!', * ojidl (58:51) [an attribute of God] the Mighty, the 
Powerful. 

JiA matd [interrogative adverb of time, occurring nine times in the 
Qur’an] ‘when?’, ‘at what time?’ (28:32) 'i* Jd ofjkij 

they say, ‘When will this Judgement be, if you are 
truthful?’ 

m-th-l similarity, to resemble, to imitate, to liken, statue, to 
stand for, to emulate; to appear, to materialise, to submit, proof; 
amount; example, a saying, parable; measure; to recover, to 
become good, the best; to mutilate, to maim, punishment, 
retribution. Of this root, nine forms occur 169 times in the 
Qur’an: tamaththala once; ‘’amthal once; mithl 73 

times; mithlayn twice; mathal 69 times; dmthdl 19 
times; mathuldt once; muthld once and l!4U<u tamdthll 
twice. 

ifdl tamaththala [v. V, intrans.] to appear as, to resemble, to 
take the appearance, the form or the shape of someone/something, 
to assume the likeness of (17:19) Gkjj ULojli 

then We sent to her Our Spirit, so he appeared to her, in the form 
of a normal man. 



ji») ^amthal [masc. elat.; fern. muthla] the best, the ideal 
(20:104) 14'^ Vj ij] jj but the best of them in 

method [calculation] will say, ‘You have not stayed [on earth (or, 
in the cave)] but for a day’-, *(20:63) your exemplary 

way of life/trade/religion. 

mithl [quasi-aet. part.; pi. ‘’amthdl] 1 the same as 
(2:275) Ijjll Ijl'i 411j that is because they say, 

‘Selling [trade] is the same as usury’ 2 the like, the like of, 
similar (24:17) lil I jijki God warns you never to 

do anything like if, *(42:11) similar to Him is none', 

*(35:14) jjxi. '>Miu V'j none can inform you like the one who is 
All Aware 3 the same (65:12) kill 

it is God who created seven heavens and of the earth the same 4 
equal, equivalent, as mueh as (2:228) i^ill 

they [wives] have rights equal to their obligations, according to 
what is recognised [to be fair] 5 ^amthdl] forms, patterns, 
makes, physiques, eonstitutions (76:28) lij j ’cyCi 

Xiu Uli v^e have created them and made strong their 
constitution; should We wish it We could completely change their 
make [lit. their likeness]. 

mithlayn [dual] 1 twiee as mueh (3:165) lidj! 

liA (_yji 1:5 and why, when a calamity befalls you, even 

after you have inflicted twice as much damage [on your enemy], 
do you say, ‘How did this happen?’ 2 twiee as many (3:13) 
i^pJI tjl'j they saw them to be twice their number with their 
own eyes. 

mathal [n.; pi. Jli«i ^amthdl] 1 likeness, similitude 

(2:261) eimjl iJuS ^1 ^l_j.ol 

^ 3^42. the likeness of those who spend their wealth in God’s 

cause is like that of a grain that produces seven ears, each 
bearing a hundred grains 2 parable (16:112) cJS iJJ Dilo kill 

^j^l (jjiUi ^1 l^lili ^1 fjCtj LlijaSa ij^SU JS litj 4'ii<'h<' “Clolf 

I jjl4 Uj mj^JI j God presents a parable of a city that was 
secure and at ease, with its provisions coming to it abundantly 
from all places; then it became ungrateful for the blessings of 
God, so He made it taste the state of hunger and fear for what 
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they [its people] had been doing 3 an example characteristic of its 
kind, case in point (43:57) ^ ^ 6)' s-' 

when the son of Mary is cited as an example, your people 
[Prophet] reject it 4 an example fit to be emulated, model (43:59) 
Jjjrjuij 'XL sUIaikj jjt Vj jA ij] but he is just a servant 

whom We favoured and made a model for the children of Israel 5 
warning, lesson (43:55-6) UUSil llii 

UL. when they provoked Us, We punished and 
drowned them all: We made them a lesson and example for later 
generations. 

mathuldt [pi. of n. mathulatun and/or ^ muthlatun] 
exemplary punishments (13:6) I> cjk afj ^44^1 Jj5 4Jjjkii4j 
they urge you to hasten the evil before the good; 
though exemplary punishments passed before them. 

JjjUii tamdthll [pi. of n. J114 timthdl] statues, idols, effigies, 
images (34:13) ci^'j s-yj'44 [> U ^ 'ojI44 they 

made for him whatever he wanted—palaces, statues and bowls as 
large as water troughs. 

Vs/(* fn-j-d to feed on plentiful luscious pasturage; to be of good 
stock, to be exalted, to be glorified; splendour, glory. Of this root, 
majid, occurs four times in the Qur’an. 

majid [quasi-act. part.] glorious (50:1) j by the 

glorious Qur’an!', *(85:15) [an attribute of God] the Exalted. 

'’al-Majus [proper name borrowed from Persian ‘Magush’, 
occurring once in the Qur’an] the Magians, adherents of 
Mazdaism, fire worshippers (22:17) 'cJu}LA\j IjiU j I 

(jj ^ j j i_s j indeed, those 

who believe [in the Message of Muhammad] and those who 
follow the Jewish faith and the Sabians, the Christians, the 
Magians and the Polytheists, God will decide between them on 
the Day of Resurrection. 

0“/c/(* Jn-h-s sifting, purifying, smelting: to examine closely; to 
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come into the open; to be tightly twisted; to afflict. Of this root, 
o^^yumahhis, occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

yumahhis [imperf. of v. II, trans.] 1 to cleanse, to purify 
(3:141) and for God to cleanse those who 

believe 2 to bring into the open (3:154) U 

■^jJa U [all this has happened] so that God may try 

what is in your breasts and bring into the open [or, to purify] 
what is in your hearts. 

j/c/i* fn-h-q waning of the moon, moonless nights; to diminish, to 
blot out, to eradicate; to uproot, to annihilate; sharp blade. Of this 
root, only yamhaq, occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

yamhaq [imperf. of v. mahaqa, trans.] 1 to eradicate, 
to vanquish (3:141) oijalkll and He vanquishes the 

disbelievers 2 to cause to decrease, to diminish, to blight (2:276) 
4ill ^^24 God blights usury, but blesses charitable 
deeds [with multiple increase]. 

tJ/c/t* fn-h-l vertebra; might, to struggle; drought, hardship; to 
defend, to be antagonistic, to carry out intrigues, to plot; to shift 
from one situation to another. Of this root, l!Uv> mihdl, occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

mihdl [v. n./n./coll. n.] disputing, plotting; prowess, 
strength; vertebra (13:13) jAj fdll they 

dispute about God yet He is Mighty in prowess. 

Ci/ch fn-h-n experience, to try, to put to the test, to afflict; to smelt, 
to purify; to whip, to wear out; to be hardened. Of this root, 
dmtahana, occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

dmtahana [v. Ill, trans.] 1 to test, to examine, to 
scrutinizse (60:10) when believing 

women come to you as emigrants test them [their faith] 2 to train, 
to prepare; to know (49:3) 41jiJ 5 dll Jjl-j 'Xic. ol 

4ill (jjill those who subdue their voices in the 
presence of the Messenger of God-are the ones whose hearts God 



has prepared (or, He has known their hearts to be fit) for piety. 

* name of Sura 60, Medinan sura, so-named beeause of 

the referenee in verses 10-11 to the "Test’ given to the women 
who emigrated to Medina. 

Vc/(* fn-h-w to wipe out, to eradieate, to disappear eompletely, to be 
effaeed, to be featureless; (of land) to be eovered with rain water; 
to annul. Of this root, mahd, oeeurs three times in the Qur’an. 

^ mahd u [v. trans.] 1 to erase, to blot out (13:39) U 
ej^'j God erases or confirms whatever He wills 2 to darken, 
to withdraw the light (17:12) 

We then made dark the portent of the night and made the portent 
of the day to see. 

fn-kh-r (of the bow of a boat) to eleave water, to sail with sueh 
foree as to eause the water to splash up noisily, the sound of the 
wind driving boats along the surfaee of the sea; drinking plaee. It 
has also been suggested that mawdkhir, when deseribing 
sailing ships, eould be a borrowing from Akkadian. Of this root, 
mawdkhir, only oeeurs twiee in the Qur’an. 

mawdkhir [pi. of aet. part. mdkhiratun] sailing 

while making a sloshing noise, ploughing (through water) (35:12) 
Aliaa I lA'j- ls'Jj and you see the ships ploughing 

their course in it, so that you may seek His bounty. 

fn-kh-d to be in labour, to give birth, the pain of giving birth, 
to be with ehild; to ehurn, skimmed milk, a ehurn; to move fast. 
Of this root, makhdd, oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

makhdd [v. n./n.] being in labour, labour pains, labour 
(19:23) birth pangs drove her to the 

trunk of the palm tree. 

m-d-d to pull, to streteh, elongation, to be tall, to give rope, to 
lend, to unfold; to enrieh, to support, to reinforee, to supply; 
fodder; ink; to be at high tide, to rise; to fester, pus; duration. 



period, time span; a dry measure. Of this root, 10 forms occur 32 
times in the Qur’an: i madda 12 times; mudda once; it 
"amadda 10 times; madd twice; madad once; j mamdud 
twice; mumaddad once; mumidd once; muddatun once 
and midad once. 

madda u [v. trans.] 1 to spread out (13:3) ‘io ja'j 
l54-j it is He who spread out the earth and set on 
it firm mountains and rivers', *(15:88) do not crave 

forlenvylcovetllong for [lit. do not stretch your eyes towards] 2 to 
add to, to supply, to replenish (31:27) 

and the sea, with seven more seas, over and above it, to replenish 
it 3 to extend, to elongate (25:45) ^44 dLf ji have you 

not considered the way of your Lord, how He lengthens the 
shadow? 4 to reach out, to reach up (22:15) ViuJa let 

him reach up to the sky with the means of a rope/ladder (or, let 
him stretch a rope/ladder to the sky) 5 to grant a respite to (19:75) 
^ ^ '(jS. whosoever is in error, may the 

Lord of Mercy grant him respite 6 to give rope to (2:15) tsj^ 

God is mocking them, and allowing them 
more slack to wander blindly in their insolence. 

A« mudda [pass, v.] to he spread out, to he stretched out (84:3) 

I jj j when the earth is stretched out. 

A«l ^amadda [v. IV, trans.] 1 to supply, to provide (52:22) 
fzjj 3^lij We provide them with any fruit or 

meat they desire 2 to reinforce, to assist with (3:124) ‘j y! 
yi'ji will it not suffice you if your 

Lord reinforces you with three thousand angels sent down [for 
you]? 3 to bestow (17:20) 4)u'j flic fV>j fV> 514 to both 
[the latter and theformer[. We give of your Lord’s bounty. 

madd [v. n.] 1 the act of granting respite (19:75) y 'cffi I> 
li y 52412 ^1511:41 whosoever is in error, may the Lord of 

Mercy grant him respite 2 the act of increasing or prolonging 
(19:79) li ^241 't> i ijj l^ Sl£ no indeed. We shall 
record what he says and shall assuredly prolong for him the 
chastisement! 
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madad [n.] supply (18:109) Iji?- jij even if We were 

to bring the like of it as a supply. 

iJiAA mamdud [pass, part.] 1 outstretched, extended (56:30) 
and outstretched shade 2 vastly increased, extensive, vast 
(74:12) liyiax VU 4J then I granted him vast wealth. 

jiiia mumaddad [pass. part, of v. II maddada] vastly 
extended (104:8-9) t^jj it is closed in on 

them with greatly extended columns. 

'sfa mumidd [act. part, of v. IV] the one who supplies, 
reinforces, assists (8:9) I am reinforcing 

you with a thousand [of the] angels. 

Sa« muddatun [n.] period of time, time duration, term (9:4) 
so fulfil their treaty to them till their term. 

Jh'sAmidad [n.] ink (18:109) J[j 144 1441 ‘f if the 
ocean were as ink for [writing] the words of my Lord. 

m-d-n city, fortress, to settle in a place, are concepts which 
some philologists consider to he associated with this root. Others 
derive these concepts from the root iftsf d-y-n. It is clear from 
literature, however, that 4:4 madlnatun came into Arabic as a 
borrowing from Aramaic, Madyan, which some philologists 
derive from this root, is generally recognised as a foreign name. 
Of the forms claimed to be associated with this root, three occur 
27 times in the Qur’an: 4411 ^al-madlnatu 14 times; ijS!441 
dl-madd^in three times and madyan 10 times. 

4i41l dl-madlnatu 1 [n., pi. jiridl ^’al-madddn] city (12:30) 
4411 some women in the city said 2 [proper name] 

Medina (9:120) I j^A'n [jl (_j1j 4^1 "f44p- IAj 4:411 ^4 

41 Jj4j it is not [proper] for the people of Medina and those 
around them, of the desert Arabs, to hold back from following the 
Messenger of God. 

Madyan [proper name] Midian, name of the tribe of the 
prophet Shu‘’ayb and their dwelling (thought to have been in an 



area south-east of the Dead Sea, and reaching to the Gulf of 
Aqaba) (7:85) Jj j and to the people of Midian [We 

sent] their brother, Shu^'ayb. 

The Qur’an speaks of Midian in two contexts: the first, as the 
tribe to whom the Prophet Shu'^ayb was sent (q.v. Shu’^ayb). 
The second, as the tribe amongst whose people Moses found 
refuge after fleeing from Egypt (q.v. ^j^^Musd). 

m-r-'’ (of food) to be wholesome and palatable, to be digestible, 
food passage; a human being, man, woman, wife, one person; 
‘chivalrous’ character, generosity of nature, to be humane, 
humanity. Of this root, five forms occur 38 times in the Qur’an: 

marVan once; mar^ four times; yJA ^imru^ seven times; 
sij^! 'hmra^atun 24 times and otilj!.! hmra^atdn twice. 

Uj>« marran [quasi-act. part, used adverbially] palatable, 
nourishing, wholesome *(4:4) liu* i jlki you may assimilate it 
[in your own property] by all means [lit. with pleasure and 
health-giving appetite]. 

f-’jA mar^ [n.] a person, one (8:24) ‘J 

now that God stands between a person and his heart (or, his 
secret thoughts). 

^imru^ [n. in the nom.; ace. i_>«! ^imra^\ gen. isJA ^imri^] 
person, one (70:38) ^ ^ does every one 

of them hope to enter a Garden of bliss? 

hmra'^atun [n.; dual ^imra'^atan] 1 woman 

(27:23) j I found a woman ruling them 2 wife 

(19:8) rjlt when my wife is barren. 

m-r-j open space, pasture land, to pasture; to shoot out, 
branches, to be convoluted, to be obscure; bright, smokeless 
flame, a bright tongue of fire, to exaggerate; coral; small pearls. 
The word uVj- marjdn, which philologists classify under this 
root, is an early borrowing into Arabic from Persian, perhaps 
through Aramaic. Of this root, four forms occur six times in the 
Qur’an: maraja twice; ^ jU mdrij once; marlj once and 



tjVj- marjan twice. 

maraja u [v. trans.] to cause to flow, to cause to run freely 
(55:19) He made the two bodies of [fresh and 

salt] water flow freely, meeting one another. 

jjU mdrij [act. part.] a shooting out [flame of smokeless fire] 
(55:15) jU I> ^ jU jkj and He created the jinn out of a 

smokeless flame of fire. 

marl] [quasi-act. part.] confusing, obscure (50:5) Ijjjk Jj 
jJ.i indeed, they denied the truth when it 

came to them; they are in a state of confusion. 

marjan [n.] coral, also said to mean small pearls (55:22) 
^pearls and coral come forth from both of 

them. 

CfdjA marjan (see m-r-j). 

jfl m-r-h joy, merriment; arrogance, haughtiness, ungratefulness; 
mirth, to be active, to be playful, to be light-hearted; intoxicating 
drink, resonating, precise bow; to bring out shoots. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: oJ^J^ tamrahun once 
and mar ah twice. 

tamrah [imperf. v., intrans.] to act arrogantly (40:74-5) 
jjjkJujS Uojj jjij (jlajVl (jjk all because you 
revelled on earth without right and because you led a wanton life. 

marah [v. n./n.] gaiety; arrogance, pride (31:18) Vj 
Vj (jjjliU bfik do not turn your cheek away from 
people or walk around arrogantly. 

j/j/j» m-r-d to exceed the limits, to violate the norms, to mutiny, to 
be arrogant, to be insolent; giant, devil, demon, evil spirit; to 
soften, to glaze, to plaster; to erect a very high building. Of this 
root, four forms occur five times in the Qur’an; marada once; 
jjU mdrid once; marld twice and mumarrad once. 



marada u [v., intrans.] to become well-trained, to become 
well-practised (9:101) oUall jc. I jj'jlo they have become 
well-practised in hypocrisy. 

JjU mdrid [quasi-act. part./n.] mutinous, rebellious (37:7) 
jjU and a safeguard against every rebellious devil. 

marld [quasi-intens. act. part.] obstinately or defiantly 
rebellious (22:3) jjj- <^nd follows every defiantly 

rebellious devil. 

mumarrad [pass. part, of v. II] glazed, made smooth 
(27:44) jjjfja I> d is a palace/a palace hall paved 

with glass. 

jjjj^ m-r-r to pass by; to drag along, to continue; to twist together, 
might, determination; to struggle, to be trustworthy; once, one 
time; myrrh, bitterness, gall, gall bladder; to be angry; marble. Of 
this root, seven forms occur 35 times in the Qur’an: marra 11 
times; mustamirr twice; ^amarr once; marratun 13 
times; marratdn six times; eulj- marrdt once and Sj- 

mirratun once. 

'jA marra u [v. intrans.] 1 to pass (11:38) j- UKj 

I 5 u"ja Su so he began to build the ark, and whenever a 
party of his people passed by him, they mocked him 2 to go on 
one’s way (10:12) liss tlia Uuli '} '} [>4 lijj 

"Uii- (_ 5 jj li-i ‘Jk j4 ^ when affliction befalls man, he 
calls Us, on his side, sitting or standing; but when We have 
removed from him his affliction, he goes on his way as if he had 
never called Us about any affliction that befell him 3 to continue 
(7:189) ... cjE! llli ^ clfri iLii. X4. ULsiu and when he 
covered her she bore a light pregnancy, and she contiued with it 
[unnoticed], but when she became heavy .... 

mustamirr [quasi-act. part, of v. X] (the commentators 
differ widely as to which of the various senses of the prolific root 
j/jf m-r-r the word mustamirr belongs in the two contexts 
in which it appears in the Qur’an) continuous; bitter; difficult; 
elaborate; transient (54:2) Ijlj£j TjJ ‘cfj 
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j/j/c 

whenever they see a sign, they turn away and say, ‘Same old 
sorcery!’ (or, elaborate', nasty; illusory). 

^amarr [elat.] more/most bitter, more/most calamitous 
(54:46) j-ij and the Hour is most calamitous and most 

bitter. 

marratun [unit n.; dual, marratam, pi. marrdt] 1 
one time (8:56) Sj- [^'44 'oy-^ ‘4 break their 

treaty each time 2 once (9:126) ‘j Sj- ’r4j^ CijJi 

CjdJj!. can’t they see that they are afflicted once or twice each 
year? 

i'jA mirratun [n.] power; good judgement (53:6-7) jj 

jA j [an angel] with mighty powers and great strength, 
who stood on the highest horizon. 

m-r-d to be sick, to be taken ill, to nurse; affliction; pest, to 
be weak; to be of bad judgement; to be hypocritical, to have 
doubt. Of this root, four forms occur 24 times in the Qur’an: j- 
marida once: mar ad 13 times; marld five times and 

mar da five times. 

marida a [v. intrans.] to become ill (26:80) j- 'Tj 

and if I fall sick He heals me. 

marad [n.] illness, sickness, disease *(33:60) (jullj 

and those in whose hearts is a sickness, those who harbour 
ill feelings. 

marld [act. part./n.; pi. marda] ill, sick, infirm 

(73:20) 3 He knows that some of you will be 

sick. 

j/j/j» m-r-w hard, white stone from which blades are made, flint; 
barren land; type of fragrant tree. Of this root, only 
"al-marwatu occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

'’al-marwatu [proper name] ^al-Marwatu and ^al-Safa 
(q.v.) are two hills adjacent to the Ka‘’ba between which a pilgrim 



trots in commemoration of what Hagar did in search of water for 
her baby, Ishmael (2:158) j ^ Ul^JI ‘Ji 

U^j ‘j ^ bii jkskl Safa and '’al-Marwatu are among the 
rites of God, so for those who make the major or minor 
pilgrimage to the House it is no offence to circulate between the 
two. 

isjoj^ m-r-y to rub the udder of a she-camel before milking, (of a she 
camel) to give plenty of milk; to cause blood to flow, to bring 
forth; to bring out all arguments in a dispute, to wrangle, to 
oppose, to doubt; to be bright; white antelope, the sweat of a 
running horse. Of this root, six forms occur 20 times in the 
Qur’an: l?j'^ yumdri three times; Ij'jUj tamdraw twice; 
yamtarun five times; mumtarin four times; miryatun 

five times and »rj,o once. 

yumdri [imperf. of v. Ill mdrd, trans.] 1 to argue 
(18:22) IjAlki il'jx Vj jtki so do not argue about them, except 
with an unexacting argument 2 to give the lie to, to refute, to 
dispute (53:11-2) ts'ji U Jc. kjjjUiif U ilyiil U the 
[Prophet’s own] heart did not deny what he saw; are you going 
to dispute with him about what he saw? 

jjUj tamdrd [v. VI, intrans. with prep, j to cast doubt on, to 
refute, to dismiss as baseless (54:36) jkllj uiiik jsij he 
warned them of Our onslaught, but they doubted the warnings 
and dismissed them. 

jjLu tamtarl [imperf of v. Vlll c5j4«! '’imtard intrans.] to 
strongly cast doubt on, to dispute forcefully (43:61) ^ <jj j 

^ indeed, he [Jesus] is an indication of the coming of the 
Hour [also interpreted as: the Qur’an gives knowledge of the 
Hour], do not cast doubt on it 

mumtarin [pi. of act. part. ijJm. mumtarl] those who 
dispute, those who reject, doubters (10:94) Sti kfi'j 
[jjjikll [jj jSj the Truth has come to you from your Lord, so do 

not be one of the doubters. 

kJjA miryatun [n.] deep doubt; dispute, wrangle (41:54) )4jj Vi 



■^j flil ‘of. indeed, they are truly in doubt about the 

meeting with their Lord. 

mird'’ [v. n.] disputing, wrangling, arguing (18:22) !)ii 
I'jAUi Vj 5^ so do not argue concerning them, except with an 
unexacting argument. 

Maryam some philologists suggest an Arabie root for this name, 
(*/j/j r-w-m, but under the root m-r-y the possibly related 
proper name Mdriyatu or ^jU Mdriyyatu is elassified and 
eonneeted with the senses of ‘being bright’ and ‘white antelope’. 
However, many other philologists reeognise the name as a 
borrowing from Hebrew into Arabie; Maryam oeeurs 34 
times in the Qur’ an. 

Maryam [proper name] the mother of Jesus (2:87) j 
^jj^ j 'cy\ gave Jesus, son of Mary, 

clear signs and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit, * 
name of Sura 19, Meeean sura, so-named beeause of the referenee 
in verses 16-35 to the story of "Mary’. 

Mary is deseribed as being ehosen and purified by God and 
even favoured above all the women of humankind (3:42-63). The 
same ehapter relates the story of her immaeulate eoneeption, with 
God’s angels bearing tidings to Mary of the birth of a ehild, 
‘whose name will be the anointed one Jesus, the son of Mary’. 
The eoneeption is deseribed in the Qur’an as a manifestation of 
God’s divine eommand and word; for He ‘ereates what He 
wishes’. (19:16-33) The Meeean ehapter whieh bears her name, 
preserves the aeeount of the annuneiation and her giving birth to 
Jesus in a remote plaee under the shade of a palm tree (19:22-3). 
Mary’s ehaste status and fortitude are reiterated at various 
junetures in the Qur’anie text as she is held up as an example for 
believers to emulate. This is partieularly evident in (21:91; 
66 : 12 ). 

m-z-j to mix, mixture, substanee for mixing with other things; 
to ripen; person prone to ehange, temperament. Of this root, jrl'j- 
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mizaj, occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

mizaj [n.] substanee used for mixing with something else, 
e.g. a drink (76:5) IjjalS bj the pious 

shall drink of cups whose mixture is camphor. 

m-z-q to tear up, to rip apart, to shred, to pieree, to be tattered; 
to seatter, to disperse. Of this root, three forms oeeur four times in 
the Qur’an: mazzaqa onee; muzziqa onee and 

mumazzaq twiee. 

mazzaqa [v. II, trans., pass .v. muzziqa] 1 to tear apart, 
to shred (34:7) Jkj J* 

shall we show you a man who tells you that you will be [raised] 
in a new creation, when you have been utterly torn to pieces!? 2 
to disperse, to seatter around (34:19) iluplkl 

so We made them tales to be told, and We scattered them wide [in 
all directions], 

mumazzaq [v. n. used adverbially for intensifieation] 1 
the aet of tearing into pieees, the aet of fragmenting (34:7) J* 
JS "pa'po |jj Jk'j shall we show you a 
man who tells you that you will be [raised] in a new creation, 
when you have been utterly torn to pieces!? 2 the aet of 
seattering, the act of dispersing (34:19) 

jjjko so We made them tales to be told, and We scattered them 
wide [in all directions], 

m-z-n rain elouds; to go about one’s business in haste, to run 
away from an enemy, to be far away; to act pleasantly. Of this 
root, only (j"_4 muzn oeeurs once in the Qur’ an. 

muzn [pi. of n. muznatun] rain-bearing elouds (56:68- 
9) cp-j lp "pjU pjljsl will you 

consider the water you drink: was it you or We who brought it 
down from the rain clouds? 

C/cp/j* m-s-h to wipe off, to earess; to anoint; to shake hands over a 
deal; flat barren land; to deeeive by insineere words, insineere 



person, a lie; to travel in the land; to eut off, to smite. Some 
philologists elassify '’al-MasTh under this root, while others 
reeognise it as a borrowing from Hebrew. Of this root, three 
forms oeeur 15 times in the Qur’an: I ^imsahu three times; 
mash onee and ^al-MasTh 11 times. 

masaha a [v. trans. with prep. J to wipe, to earess, to run 
the palm of the hand along or over (5:6) I I 

j?.jj so find some clean earth and wipe your face and 
hands with it. 

mash [v. n.] the eommentators’ opinions vary greatly as to 
whieh of the senses eovered by the root m-s-h this verbal 
noun belongs: the aet of wiping, the aet of earessing, or smiting 
[with a sword] (38:33) (jliVlj ijfZL Hlw ‘JSc. U JZj ‘Bring 
them back to me!’ [he said], and started stroking [their] legs and 
necks (or, as in another interpretation: started to smite them, necks 
and legs, with the sword). 

’’al-Maslh [proper name] literally, the anointed; the 
traveller; the one who eures by earessing; the Messiah (3:45) 

(.s-uc. ’<u. kZS^ [jj Mary, God gives you 

good tidings of a Word from Him, whose name will be the 
Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary. 

The eharaeter of Jesus features very prominently in the 
Qur’an, being referred to over 25 times in the text. He is 
identified as a Prophet sent to the Children of Israel and a 
reeipient of saered seripture (61:6; 3:45-59). Partieular emphasis 
is plaeed upon his human qualities (43:59; 9:30). The Qur’an 
refers to the miraeulous nature of his eoneeption, deseribing his 
mother, Mary, as a ehaste woman (5:75). Referenee is also made 
to his being bestowed with the ability to heal ‘the blind and the 
leper’ and to raise the dead (5:110). The Qur’an emphatieally 
refutes the Christian doetrine of the Trinity at a number of 
junetures, referring to Jesus in the same vein as venerated 
Prophets of the Old Testament (5:75; 4:163). Indeed, it uses the 
aeeount of the ereation of Adam to highlight parallels regarding 
Jesus’s status and eoneeption (3:55); in a number of instanees 




Jesus is described as being supported with the ‘Holy Spirit’ 
(2:87). Critically, the Qur’an refutes the notion of Jesus’s 
crucifixion, stating that he ‘was not killed, nor was he crucified, 
but it appeared to them so’ (4:155; 3:55). 

m-s-kh to distort, to transmute, to transform into an ugly 
shape or ugly character, to disfigure; tasteless food, a plain 
person; to wear an animal thin by too much work. Of this root, 
only masakhnahum, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

masakha a [v. trans.] to transmute, to transform, to change 
the nature of something for the worse, to disfigure (36:67) iUi ‘jj 
)kl iV .. r4 and had We willed, We would have transmuted 
them in their places. 

m-s-d palm tree fibres, rope, twisted from palm tree leaves or 
fibres, rope, made of wool or from animal hides, to twist very 
tightly; good figure; to persist in travelling by night. Of this root, 
only masad occurs once in the Qur’an. 

4uui masad [n./v. n.] a tightly twisted rope; the act of making a 
rope from animal hides or palm tree fibres (111:5) I> 
ou- around her neck is a rope of palm fibre', * 4441 name of Sura 
111, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 5 
to the rope of "Palm Fibre’. Also called (see h/a/J l-h-b) 

and clu (see cjLfiCi t-b-t). 

m-s-s to touch, to feel; to cohabit; to hit, to befall, to harm, 
to afflict, slight madness, slight fever; to be mean, to be extreme; 
thirst-quenching water, verdant pasture; antidote. Of this root, 
four forms occur 60 times in the Qur’an: massa 55 times; ll-Ui 

yatamdssd twice; mass twice and misds once. 

massa a [v. trans.] 1 to touch (56:79) Vj V 

none but the purified can touch it 2 to afflict, to befall (38:41) 

indeed, Satan has afflicted me with 
weariness and suffering 3 to consummate a marriage, to have 
intercourse (2:237) Ijj j but if you divorce 

them before consummating the marriage 4 to comprehend, to 



appreciate (in an interpretation of verse 56:79) Vj Aliu V 

none but the purified can comprehend it. 

'o-Uu yatamdss [imperf of v. VI, tamdssa, intrans.] to have 
intercourse with another person (58:3) ‘j Jja I> the 

freeing of a slave before the two of them touch one another. 

'o^ mass [n./v. n.] touching, affliction (2:275) 

't> the one whom Satan confounds by [his] touch. 

misds [v. n.] touch, touching *(20:97) V 

[interjection] there shall be no touching!, I shall not touch nor 
will I be touched (an expression originally used in Arabia at times 
of epidemics). 

m-s-k hide (originally that of young sheep); bracelet, anklet; a 
catch, to hold, to seize, to firmly adhere to, to be guided by; to be 
holding together; brain; to stop doing; to be miserly; deposit; to 
be impregnable; water reservoir; musk; to scent. Although 
classified under this root, misk is recognised by many 
philologists as an early borrowing from Persian. Of this root, 
eight forms occur 27 times in the Qur’an: yumassikun 

once; ^amsaka 18 times; 7r .. i4 .. j ^istamsaka three times; >^22.] 
dmsdk once; mumsik once; mumsikdt once; 

mustamsikun once and >21.^ misk once. 

yumassik [imperf. of v. II SLd massaka, trans.] to hold 
fast, to resolutely adhere to (7:170) as for those 

who hold fast to the Book. 

'’amsaka [v. IV] I [intrans.] 1 to be niggardly, to be 
miserly, to be tight-fisted (17:100) lij Jfj ’4"^ ‘J 

olivi if you possessed the treasures of the mercy of my 

Lord, you would become tight-fisted for fear of spending 2 to 
cease, to withold jl UyUac. Ija this is our gift, do 

what you wish with it [lit. bestow or withold it] without reckoning 
II [trans.] 1 to hold, to keep, to retain (33:37) Jilj 2kj'j isUt tsU.! 
2J1I holdfast to your wife and be mindful of God 2 to hold back, to 
withhold, to stop (35:2) i-j 41 2L2<4 5li U 
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‘of. y whatsoever mercy God opens for humankind, 

none can withhold; and whatsoever He withholds, none can 
release other than Him 3 to hold up, to sustain (22:65) 
fUiLi Vj ^ "J and He sustains the heavens lest they fall 

down on the earth save by His leave 4 to hold on to (60:10) V j 
jirjSlI I and do not hold on to marriage ties with 

disbelieving women 5 [jur.] to catch (as in one interpretation of 
5:4) Cm I jKa so eat of what they catch for you 6 [jur.] to 

spare, as in another interpretation of (5:4) so eat 

of what they spare [of the prey] for you. 

4L2«iuil dstamsaka [v. X, intrans.] to take a firm hold of; to 
strongly adhere to (31:22) 2I2«a2.l jaa he has grasped 

the surest handhold. 

^imsdk [v. n.] the aet of retaining or keeping hold of 
(2:229) ijC2a.lj (_pU3ll divorce is 

[revocable only] twice, [after which husbands are] either to keep 
[the wives] in an acceptable manner or release [them] in a good 
way. 

mumsik [aet. part.; fern. pi. mumsikdt] one who 

keeps baek, one who stops (39:38) J* "J 

or if He desires mercy for me, are they [the idols] withholding 
His mercy? 

mustamsikun [pi. of aet. part. mustamsik] 

firmly holding, firmly adhering to (43:21) 5 U j.! 

or have We perhaps given them a book before this one, 
to which they are holding fast? 

misk [n.] musk (83:25—6) m ljj^^ they 

will be served a drink that is sealed; its seal is musk. 

m-s-w/y evening, to enter the evening time; to elear the 
uterus of a she-eamel by hand; to help someone; hardship; middle 
of the road. Of these two roots, only ojlCw tumsun oeeurs onee in 
the Qur’an. 

tumsl [imperf of v. IV ^amsd, intrans.] to enter into 





evening (30:17) o^j 'dJ^ op- celebrate God’s 

glory when you enter into the evening and rise in the morning 
(i.e., continuously). 

0^1 '’ams (see alphabetically). 

m-sh-j mixture of two colours, mixture of red and white, 
mixture of two things, to mix, to mingle, a mixture. Of this root, 
only '’amshdj occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^amshdj [pi. of mashlj; mashj\ mashij\ or 

mashaj] mixture, composite, union (76:2) ‘df (j'-uV' ^ 

^Uuii We created man from a composite drop of sperm-fluid. 

isliJ'l? m-sh-y to walk, to go, to proceed; to increase, to prosper, to 
multiply; to backbite, to spread slanderous rumours; cattle. Of 
this root, three forms occur 23 times in the Qur’an: mashd 21 

times; mashy once and mashshd'’ once. 

mashd i [v. intrans.] 1 to walk on foot (7:195) Jk"j 
tjj 'ijjdLd have they feet to walk with?', *(25:7) 

he behaves like an ordinary mortal [lit. he eats food and 
walks around the markets) 2 to move about, to go about one’s 
business (67:15) d^ VjJi ^ j* 

^jj it is He who made the earth accessible for you—so travel its 
regions and eat of His provision 3 to go on, to move (24:45) kUl j 
"f44»j dfl^J cs^ "(4Vj )444 fV "(jx (jli. 

^Jc. ■(> God created each living creature out of [a type 
of] water: some of them crawl on their bellies, some walk on two 
legs, and some on four. 

ijdjt mashy [v. n.] walking (31:19) '4^4 V^al j do not walk 

proudly [lit. be moderate in your pace]. 

?Lu4 mashshd'’ [intens. act. part.] one who goes about 
constantly *(68:11) fUV backbiter, slander-monger, 

rumour-monger, one who excites discord or dissension, one who 
uses factual information in a mischievous manner. 



j/(>a/j» m-s-r to milk with the tips of the fingers; to separate; to give 
sparsely; place where horses are trained; boundaries, city, to 
urbanise; Egypt; reddish clay; intestines. Of this root, only 
misr occurs five times in the Qur’ an. 

misr 1 [n.] city, town, urban dwelling (2:61) bji I 

U go into a town and there you will find what you have 
asked for 2 [proper name] Egypt (43:51) J is the 

Kingdom of Egypt not mine ? 

m-d-gh small mound; small piece of meat, morsel, mouthful, 
to chew; molars, jaws. Of this root, only mudghatun occurs 
three times in the Qur’an. 

Ailiw mudghatun [n.] lump of flesh, morsel, bite of meat (22:5) 
Jit.j j'iKa 4 »*■ [jx Jjj [jx p Ljljj VIK Uli then 

[remember that] We created you from dust, then a drop of fluid, 
then a clinging mass, then a lump of flesh, both shaped and 
unshaped. 

m-d-y to go, to leave, to pass; to continue, to go by; to 
execute a task; to expire, to die; to be sharp; to come to pass; to 
complete a deal. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the 
Qur’an: madd four times and mudiyy once. 

madd i [v. intrans.] 1 to go, to keep going; to spend (time) 
(18:60) (ik "j! ^j)! Sf ohil ijj and 

when Moses said to his servant, 7 will not desist [from 
journeying] until I reach the place where the two seas meet, even 
if I go on for years 2 to pass by; to come to pass, to become a 
norm, to become established (8:38) U 54 ) "jiii Ijj Ifjs tjjiil Ja 
5-ik eiLko aaa Ijijlu "ijjj uL tell those who disbelieve that if 
they desist, what went before will be forgiven them, but if they 
return [to their disbelief], then [they should know what to expect 
because] the example of [dealing with] those who went before 
has already been established. 

mudiyy [v. n.] the act of proceeding, going on, moving 
forward (36:67) j W" ljc.UaLol Ika »Uij jlj 



and had We willed, We would have transmuted them in their 
places, so that they could not move forward or back. 

m-t-r rain, to rain, to hail; to pray for rain; to expose oneself to 
the elements; to he steady in one’s views, hahit, custom; to seek 
assistance. Of this root, four forms occur 15 times in the 
Qur’an: jk.i ^amtara six times; '’umtira once; matar 
seven times and mumtir once. 

^amtara [v. IV, trans; pass. v. '’umtir] to rain, to cause 
to rain, to cause to pour over (15:74 )l!:^ I> and 

We rained on them stones of baked clay. 

jxA matar [n.] rain, downpour (4:102) jko (jlk "tjj if 

you are inconvenienced by rain. 

JoM mumtir [act. part.] that which gives rain, that which 
causes rain, rain-giving (46:24) jtt lii this is a 

traversing cloud that will give us rain! 

jjial^m-t-w to go fast; to open one’s eyes; limhs, to stretch one’s 
limbs; to swagger; back of an animal, to mount, riding animals. 
Of this root, yatamattd occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yatamatta [imperf. of v. V tamatta, intrans.] to 
swagger, to strut (75:33) p then he walked back 

to his people swaggering. 

'^ma^a classified by Arab grammarians as an adverb of place, 
occurring 91 times in the Qur’an. In context, it denotes various 
senses including the following: 1 with, in the company of (12:66) 
y iUhe said, 7 will never send him with you’', 
*(18:67) yi-iu.n y 21jj Jli he said, ‘You will never be able 

to put up with me’ 2 together with (4:102) \jL^ [j p&j 

I then let another group who have not yet prayed come 
to pray with you 3 along with (18:28) yili ^ 4Liii 

yikll'j slkillj restrain yourself along with those who call upon their 
Lord day and night 4 side by side, alongside (9:86) 

^jL'j ^ I believe in God and strive alongside His 



Messenger, *(25:27) 51^ J ^ iIjIljI (^jualU if only I had taken a 
way along with the Messenger! 5 in partnership with, in equal 
measure with, heside (15:96) >■'» '4^1 ^ 

those who set up another god beside God-they will come to know 
6 on the side of (5:53) -44- fdllj I'ojill fSf>f are 

these the men who swore their strongest oaths by God that they 
were [with you] on your side?', *(33:50) those who 

have emigrated [with you] in your cause 7 with, via, through 
(7:157) ^ (Jjjf jjjll Ijiujfj and they followed the light that was 

sent down with him 8 in possession of (2:89) ■^<‘'4- 

U 5 UII and when a revelation came to them from God 
confirming what they already had in their possession 9 at the 
same time (12:36) and two young men went 

into prison with him 10 behind, supporting, helping ( 8 : 12 ) jj 
(Jj 'duj when your Lord revealed to the angels, 7 
am with you’ 11 in eorroboration with, along with (6:150) "ijli 
" 4 ^ 5\i so if they testify, do not testify alongside them 12 in 
addition to, over and above (29:13) ^ VlSi j oIAjIj they 

will bear their own burdens and others besides 13 with, in the 
eare of (37:102) ^ ^ 41a when he [his son] reached, under 

his care, [the age of] toil. 

^It/? goats; roeky, hard, diffieult land; a tough person, person 

with good judgement; to be miserly. Of this root, _x41l '’al-ma‘’z 
oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

jj41) ^al-ma^z [eoll. n.] goats (6:143) Jl41l (>j 4 “^ (jtiall (> 
of sheep two, and of goats two. 

Oltl? fn-‘’-n water ehannels in the bottom of a valley, sweet, running 
water, utensils; to devote one’s efforts to; obedienee, to eonfess; 
assistanee; property; settled dwelling. The two words, oj^U 
md^un and oj*- madn are variously derived from either this root 
or the root olisfy ‘’-y-n. They are also eonsidered by some to have 
been borrowed in pre-Islamie times from Hebrew. Of this root, 
two words oeeur five times in the Qur’an: md‘’un onee and 




ma^'un [n.] variously interpreted as assistance to 
neighbours in the form of lending household utensils; voluntary 
and obligatory alms; obedience to the prescribed rules (107:6-7) 
tjjLUll "fA oiill those who do good deeds in order to 

be seen, [show ojf] and deny [to others] common kindnesses', 
* (jjLUll name of Sura 107, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verse 7 to "Common Kindness’. 

main [act. part, of root o/th or pass. part, of the 

root olisit "-y-nl clear, running water, clear water from an open 
spring (23:50) fifj and We gave them 

shelter on a peaceful hillside with flowing water. 

isitl? m-^-y intestine; soft ripening date, soft food; (of troubles or 
disturbance) to spread out. Of this root, "’am"’a'’ occurs once 

in the Qur’ an. 

fljui) "’am'^d"’ [pi. of n. mCd, ma‘’y, or sIjw mCd"’] 
intestines, bowels (47:15) iU Ijal-'j and they are 

made to drink boiling water, [which] shreds their bowels. 

’n-q-t guardian; to detest, to loathe, to abhor, hatred, 
detestation; marrying the widow or divorcee of one’s father (in 
pre-Islamic times). Of this root, maqt occurs six times in the 
Qur’ an. 

c^maqt [v. n./n.] hatred, hatefulness (61:3) ‘j 5 dll lio 'jk 
[jjkaj y U I jljsj if is most hateful to God when you say things that 
you don’t do. 

ilil^l^m-k-th to remain, to wait, to bide one’s time, to await the 
outcome; to be self-restrained, to be calm. Of this root, three 
forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: iIjS- makatha four times; 
mukth once and mdkithun twice. 

makatha u [v. intrans.] 1 to stay (20:10) IjU I 

144“ stay here-I perceive a fire; perhaps I may bring 

you a brand from it 2 to tarry, to wait (27:22) ouu Jjc- but he 
did not stay away for long 3 to remain (13:17) ^ 1- Illy 
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but what is of benefit to humankind remains on earth. 

mukth [v. n.] the act of doing something surely, 
unhurriedly, or in stages (17:106) ^ ‘ha'ja \j\VJj 

X jjj iUSjj'j it is a discourse that We have [divided up] revealed at 
intervals, so that you recite it to people in stages; We have sent it 
down little by little. 

mdkithun [pi. of act. part. liiSU mdkith] those who stay, 
those who reside, those who bide (18: 3) lil ^ in which they 
will be staying for ever. 

j/d/j» m-k-r plotting, conniving, cunning, to deceive; to irrigate hard, 
dry land, (of trees) to be of strong, straight stem. Of this root, 
three forms occur 43 times in the Qur’an: jS- makara 22 times; 
jd makr 19 times and mdkirln twice. 

makara u [v. intrans.] to scheme, to plot, to connive 
(7:123) I jSJ \ 'Sa this is a plot you 

have hatched in the city to drive its people out of it! 

^makr [n./v. n.] 1 scheming, plotting, conniving (3:54) Ijj^j 
[jjjSUll jSx'j and they schemed and God schemed, but 

God is the best of schemers 2 gossip (12:30-1) ^441 Jlij 

Vu/'ia l4la (_ji tAl_)4 UJ 1 ■« ja <pj ijc. 1*4^ 

[>4] cjLjI [jAjkoj some women in the city said, ‘The governor’s 
wife is trying to seduce her slave! Love for him consumes her 
heart! It is clear to us that she has gone astray. ’ When she heard 
their gossip, she sent for them. 

CjjjWa mdkirun [pi. of act. part. mdkir] those who plot, 
plan, scheme (8:30) 'aij4UI iill'j ^11 'j<dj ojj^j they scheme 
and God schemes, but God is the best of schemers. 

(4/4!/ m-k-k to suck the mother’s milk dry, to chew on hard bones; 
crowdedness; to press a debtor for a debt; dry measure, drinking 
goblet; to chirp. Of this root, ^ makkah occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

'^Makkah [proper name] Mecca (48:24) [444! Uik jAj 
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ijlajj He it was who restrained their hands from you, 

and your hands from them in the valley of Mecca. 

CjI‘^ 1? m-k-n lizard and locust eggs; bird’s nest; to be exalted in 
position; to be calm; to be firmly established, to consolidate, to 
gain influence; to become possible. Of this root, three forms 
occur 18 times in the Qur’an: makkana 13 times; ijSUi 

"amkana once and makin four times. 

makkana [v. II, trans.] 1 to establish, to strengthen (24:55) 
"f4i and He will surely establish for them 

their religion which He had approved for them 2 [with prep. 
to settle in, to secure in (7:10) 1*4 (J 

and We have indeed settled you [people] on the earth and 
provided you with a means of livelihood there 3 [with prep. 1] to 
give authority to, to give power to, to give a firm position to 
(28:6) ■f4i to give them power in/over the land. 

'^\ ^amkana [v. IV, intrans./trans.] (with no notional subject) 
to become possible, to enable *(8:71) J4v He had them 
caught, put them in the power of their adversaries [lit. He 
enabled over them]. 

makin [quasi-act. part.] 1 secure, safe (23:13) ^iiaj »UIj4- p 
J'ja then We placed him as a drop of seed in a secure 
lodging 2 well established (12:54) Uj'i 41jj you are 

now well established with us and trusted. 

m-k-w to whistle, a certain bird with a long whistling sound; 
buttocks; animal furrows, to wash, (of a horse) to sweat. Of this 
root, only mukd'’ occurs once in the Qur’an. 

mukd^ [v. n.] whistling (8:35) Vj c2ull it. tj'4 '4'j 

their prayer at the House is nothing but a whistling and a 
clapping of hands. 

m-Z-" to fill up, capacity, surfeit; to be rich; leaders, notables; 
groups of people; pleasing sight; to back up; to connive, to gang 
up on someone; good character; outer garments. Of this root, six 
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d^l? 

forms occur 40 times in the Qur’an: Su mala^’a four times; 
mulFa twice; ^imtala^a once; miF once; malFun 
twice and bto mala'’ 30 times. 

SU mala’a a [v. trans.] to fill (up) (11:119) 

I shall definitely fill up Hell with jinn and men 

together. 

‘Jfi muli’a [v. pass.] to be filled (up), to be filled up (18:18) 
l^j cjjLTj and you would have been filled with terror of them. 

Stu) imtala’a [v. VIII, intrans.] to become full to capacity 
(50:30) Ja Jjaj 'fji on the day We shall say to Hell, 
‘Have you become full?’ 

mil’ [n.] the filling capacity of something; sufficient in 
quantity or dimension to fill something (3:91) ij- ya 

the full capacity of the earth in gold will not be 
accepted from any of them. 

mdli’un [pi. of act. part, yu mail’] those who fill (up), 
that which fills (up) (37:66) and filling their 

bellies from it. 

SU mala’ [n.] 1 the notables, the elite, the leaders, the chiefs, 
the elders (2:246) y) I> yj fi have you 

not considered [the case of] the elders of the children of Israel 
who came after Moses? 2 assembly, gathering, council (27:29) 
JojS yi yjf kdl cjlli she said, ‘Assembly, a gracious 
letter has been cast to me’ 3 courtiers, counsellors (12:43) 

Counsellors, advise me concerning my dream', 
*(37:8) the Supreme Assembly, the Exalted Angels', the 

archangels 4 a group, a party (11:38) Ijj^.- idj I> ‘fi ukj 

^ and whenever a party of his people passed by, they mocked 
him. 

Cld? ni-l-h salt, to salt, bitter water; sailor, wind that drives boats; 
beauty, to be nice, to be of good character; to praise. Of this root, 
only milh occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

milh [n. used adjectivally] salty, saline (35:12) Uj 



^ li* j ijjU tijl'ja Lji li* u''J4JI the two bodies of water 

are not alike-one is palatable, sweet, and pleasant to drink, the 
other salty and bitter. 

m-l-q smooth, solid rock, to smooth; to flatter; to become 
impoverished, to become destitute; to erase, to level up. Of this 
root, only "’imldq occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

JiCi! '’imldq [n./v. n. of v. IV jLl ^’amlaqa] poverty, destitution 
(6:151) jjXij IjJS Vj and do not kill your children 

because of poverty. 

m-l-k to own, to acquire, owner, ownership, property; to rule, 
to reign, to control, kingdom, sovereignty, king; slave; 
foundations, essence, the heart; to marry, marriage ceremony; 
middle of the road, middle of the valley; angels; heavenly. 
Classified under this root are words which may have had their 
origin in other Semitic languages long before Islam. These are cSlL 
malak from Ethiopian; dHU mdlik from Hebrew; cjjSL malakut 
from Aramaic and malik, together with dHU mulk and 4:I« 
mallk, from Akkadian. Of this root, 13 forms occur 206 times in 
the Qur’an: 21L malaka 44 times; *4L malk once; mulk 48 
times; malik 13 times; *4jL muluk twice; >41U mdlik three times; 
tjjSlU mdlikun once; malik once; tSljLlo mamluk once; cjjSL 
malakut four times; i4L malak 13 times; ojSL malakayn twice and 
mald'dkatun 73 times. 

4Li malaka i [v. trans.] 1 to own, to possess (17:100) 

Jij if you possessed the treasures of the mercy of 

my Lord', *(4:3) cjSL U the slaves in your ownership [lit. 
what your right hands ownf, *(24:61) 14 that whose keys 

you have responsibility over, the property in your custody [lit. 
that for which you own its keys] 2 to have control over (34:22) V 
|jj Jliu they do not control [even] the 
weight of a speck of dust in the heavens or the earth 3 to be 
responsible for (5:25) Vj ^41.1 V Vj Lord, I am not 

responsible [over anyone] except for myself and my brother 4 to 
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be able to, to have the capability of, to have the power to do 
(17:56) V'j (jjSLj !ia they have no power to 

remove harm from you nor to avert [it]', *(60:4) 't> 4li U'j 

I cannot avail you of anything from God 5 to rule (over) 
(27:23) I found a woman ruling them. 

4U4 malk [v. n./n.] that which is within one’s capability, power, 
will, accord (20:87) uiikf U Ijili they said, ‘We did not 

break our word to you of our own accord. ’ 

mulk [n.] 1 kingdom; reign (2:102) 02 = 1^1 jBj U I jiifj 

'tjU<X. and they follow what the devils teach about the Kingdom 
of Solomon 2 sovereignty (2:247) 41^44 ’cfdj UX Ml ^ ^J\ 

kio how can he have sovereignty over us when we have a greater 
right to it than him? 3 kingship (2:251) ^MJI'j Mil kill ihli'j and 
God gave him kingship and wisdom 4 dominion (3:26) 411U ^1 JS 
Mil say, ‘God, owner of the dominion’-, * Ml name of Sura 67, 
Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
‘Dominion of God’ 5 authority, say, control (4:53) 't> "^4^ "f>i 

Ijjii jjilill 'oyfi V Ijli Mdl or do they own a share of the Kingdom 
[have any say in it]?-If so, then they would not give to people [so 
much as] the groove on a date stone 6 ownership (3:189) M Mj 
pI jMl to God belongs ownership of the heavens and the 
earth 7 power (3:26) M Mdl ^Mj You give 

power to whoever You will and remove power from whoever You 
will 8 exalted position, high rank (16-.20) Mj IM p ' jj j 

Ijj^ and if you were to look [there], you would see a comfortable 
living and an exalted position. 

i^malik [n., pi. muluk] 1 king, sovereign (12:54) Mdl Jli'j 
<_ 5 jjiul MIM.! ^ 4 ^jjjl the king said, ‘Brin^ him to me; I will have 
him [serve me] personally’-, *(23:116) okll Mdl [an attribute of 
God] the King, the True, the Absolute Controller 2 powerful, 
mighty person (27:34) IjM-j jM! IjLj |j| 21jLll [jl ejili 
M tM* she said, ‘Whenever people of might go into a city, they 
corrupt it and make the mighty of its inhabitants lowly. ’ 

411U mdlik I [act. part.; pi. mdlikun] one who is in control, 
one who has ownership, ruler (3:26) Mdl 211U JMl J5 say, ‘God, 
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J/J/? 

owner of the dominion’ II [proper name] Malik, the angel in 
charge of Hell (43:77) 'dtj lult IjiUj they will cry, 

‘Malik, let your Lord finish us off. ’ 

mallk [n.] sovereign (54:55) with/in the 

presence of an all-powerful Sovereign. 

mamluk [pass, part.] owned, controlled by a master 
(16:75) ji V 14 ^ a slave, owned, having no control 

of anything. 

cjjSLi malakut [n.] 1 kingdom or dominion of God, as opposed 
to earthly kingdoms or dominions (6:75) eUjSL 411i4j 

thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth 2 divine control (23:88) l!4 cj jiL J5 

say, ‘In whose hands lies the control of everything?’ 

lilLi malak I [coll, n.] angels (69:7) j 

^14j 14 ^‘ja 'i£j and the angels will appear by its [the heavens] 

sides and on that Day eight of them will bear the throne of your 
Lord above them II [n.; dual malakaym, pi. 

mald^’ikatun] an angel (33:43) j* it is He 

and His angels who bless you. 

m-l-l hot ashes, heat of the fire, food cooked in hot ashes; to 
become bored, to be restless, to loathe; to dictate, to sketch; 
creed, religion, faith. It has been suggested that ^ millatun is 
perhaps a borrowing from Aramaic. Of this root, two forms occur 
18 times in the Qur’an: yumill three times and millatun 15 

times. 

yumill [imperf of v. IV J-t ‘’amalla, trans.] to dictate 

(2:282) cJSojla J* tk®:! J ■ aj y jl Uw'.^i jl l^jiuo (jkjl jlfc. (jl4 (jU 
jitlL if the debtor is feeble-minded, weak or unable to dictate, 
then let his guardian dictate justly. 

millatun [n.] religion, creed, form of belief (4:125) ‘iffj 
^ jAj 5 dl Uis and who is better in 

religion than the one who submits his whole self to God, does 
good, and follows the creed of Abraham, the upright? 



m-l-w an expanse of empty land; a period of time, to prolong 
life for someone, prosperity; to give rein to; to dictate (a text). Of 
this root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an '’amla four 
times; tumla once and ^ maliyyan once. 

'’amid [v. IV, intrans. with prep. 1] to give rein (to), to 
grant respite (to) (3:178) 

t«jj and those who disbelieve should not imagine 

that We give them free rein for their own good; We give them rein 
so that they become more sinful. 

tumid [imperf. pass, of v. IV, trans.] (of a text) to be 
dictated (25:5) s'jk) JUj so they are continuously 

dictated to him [lit. morning and evening]. 

^ maliyyan [adverbial] a considerably long time (19:46) 
^ keep out of my way for good [lit./or a long while]! 

man nominal occurring 861 times in the Qur’an with one of the 
following functions: 1 relative pronoun for rational beings 
(JaUU ‘who’, ‘the one who’, ‘those who’, ‘whoever’, 

‘whosoever’ (9:27) 211j i.) ‘of. but God turns 

in His mercy to whomever He will. Occasionally, man refers to 
non-rational beings or a mixture of rational and non-rational 
beings (24:45) I> (444 jk jii. 

^ j44«j God created each living 

creature out of [a type of] water: some of them crawl on their 
bellies, some walk on two legs, and some on four 2 interrogative 
pronoun for rational beings ‘who?’, ‘which 

one?’, ‘which ones?’ (7:32) 5011 kuj o- 

ojji' who has forbidden the beautiful things which God has 
brought forth for His servants and that which is wholesome from 
the sustenance [He has provided]?! 3 conditional pronoun for 
rational beings ^\)\ ‘whosoever’ (4:123) 'jdi o- 

50 whosoever does wrong will be requited for it. 

min preposition occurring 3221 times in the Qur’an and 

indicating certain contextually determined meanings: 1 departure, 
starting point a) from a place (17:1) //Jl iOulOl 



from the Sacred Mosque to the Furthest Mosque b) from a 
point in time (9:108) Jj 1> V' .- iVi [indeed] a 

mosque that is founded on consciousness of God from the first 
day ... c) from a person (27:30) it is from Solomon d) 

from a state or eondition (2:257) pUoliJI (> I jj-ft 
j^l God is the ally of those who believe-He brings them out of 
darkness into light 2 away from (s'jjtaJdl) (4:75) l£'j 
tjjA'i dSA ‘cy those who say, ‘Our Lord, take us 

away from [deliver us from] this town whose people are 
oppressors’ 3 ‘some of (2:253) to some of 

them God spoke 4 ‘type of ifd) (35:2) 'cy ^ U 

141 !ia whatever of mercy God grants to people, there is none 
to withhold it 5 reason or eause of an aetion (Lykjll), ‘beeause of 
(71:25) fjlj I jkjti I y jc-f because of their sins they were 

drowned and cast into a Fire 6 ‘instead of (43:60) iuk "jTj 
tjjiilj ydfr] ^ jkL ukaJ if We had willed so. We could have 
made instead of you angels (or, made some of you into angels) to 
inherit [the earth] 7 sense of prep, ‘’an (cy of, off (21:97) 
li* ajac. US j5 ULjU woe to us!, we were heedless of this 8 
sense of prep, bi (j ‘with’ (42:45) yjjk I> 'dJJ^ they 
look, glancing furtively [lit. with a hidden glance] 9 sense of prep. 
ft ((_ 5 i ‘in’, ‘within’ (62:9) ^4^1 fy ‘cy s5tlall lij when the 

call to prayer is made on/within the day of congregation 10 sense 
of prep, ‘ala ‘over’, ‘above’ (21:77) 

UuUU I We helped him gain victory over (or. We took him away 
from) the people who denied Our signs 11 sense of adverb 
‘ind (Xif. (58:17) UUS 5 di' t> Yj y neither 

their wealth nor their children will be of any use to them 
with/against God 12 sense of ‘as distinguished from’ (^U41l) 
(2:220) and God knows the corruptors 

from the reformers 13 ‘other than’ (21:42) fkyki ‘fr ti 

say, ‘Who could shelter you night and day other 
than [lit. away from] the Lord of Mercy?’ 14 the so-ealled 
‘redundant’ min used for emphasis, ‘[not] any one’, in 

eonjunetion with a) a negative ((^) (6:59) Vj 'frjj ‘cy iaSlu U'j 
not a leaf falls, but He knows it or b) a rhetorieal question 





implying denial as in (67:3) I> is'y cJ* >^1 ^jla 
Zoo/: around you!; can you see any flaw? The emphasis implied 
by the so-ealled ‘redundant’ min (sjjI jll i>) is often enhaneed with 
a following '’ahad (^\) ‘any single one’, ‘any living soul’ (69:47) 
tjj ja-U. ^ -ta-i ui and not one of you could have shielded 

him. Some grammarians interpret the so-ealled ‘redundant’ min 
i>), eases in whieh there are no negatives, prohibitions or 
rhetorieal questions sueh as (24:30) Ja tell 

believing men to lower their very gaze', and (35:33) I> 144 

I> jJ!^^where they will be adorned: with [very] bracelets of 
gold. Sueh verses, however, allow for other modes of 
interpretation, namely ‘of their very gaze’ in (24:30) and ‘with 
[very] braeelets’ in (35:33). As is the ease with other prepositions, 
eontexts in whieh preposition "min’ oeeurs allow of more than 
one interpretation. 

t/<b/? m-n-"’ to prevent, to refuse, to hold baek, to hinder, to prohibit, 
to restrain, to refrain, to deprive; to proteet, to guard over; to be 
diffieult, to defy, to be impregnable, to be impenetrable, to be 
insurmountable; to be mighty, to be wealthy; to be miserly. Of 
this root, six forms oeeur 17 times in the Qur’an: ^ mana’^a 11 
times; ^ muni’^a onee; mdni^’ onee; manii"’ onee; ^14« 
manna"’ twiee and ^ mamnu"atun onee. 

mana"a a I [v. trans.] 1 to prohibit; to hold baek, to deny 
(107:7) and deny [to others] common kindnesses 2 

to proteet, to shield from (21:43) Ujji I> 1.1 or do they 

have gods other than Ourselves that can defend them? II [doubly 
trans.] 1 to prevent someone from something (20:92-3) 4 U 
lydu Vl what prevented you, having seen that they had 

gone astray, from following me? 2 to deny someone something, to 
prevent someone from something (9:54) Vj i4j1^ "(4v jh "J '.-j 
5 djlo'jjj 5014 1 j’js. i 4 ji and nothing hinders their contributions from 
being accepted but the fact that they denied God and His 
Messenger 3 to bar from, to stand between something and 
something else (2:114) ajLJi tjj? J 

(_ 5 i who could be more wicked than those who bar God’s 
places of worship from having His name glorified in them and 



strive to have them destroyed/deserted? 

^ muni'^a [v. pass.] to be denied (to) (12:63) ^ udu 

father, we have been denied [any more] buying [of com], 

jjU mani^" [act. part.] one which causes to be impregnable, 
protector (59:2) "f4j^ and they thought their 

fortifications would protect them. 

manu‘' [intens. act. part.] one given to denying assistance, 
niggardly person (70:21) ^ lij'j but tight-fisted when 

good fortune comes his way. 

mannd‘' [intens. act. part.] one who often stands in the way 
of doing good, or denies assistance (50:25) hinderer of 

the good. 

mamn‘'uatun [pass, part] forbidden, denied (56:33) V 
yud V'j fixL [abundant fruits] neither cut off, nor forbidden. 

O/o/j* m-n-n to cut; a weak rope, a tattered garment, fatigue; vigour, 
strength of heart; death, eventualities, passage of time; to grant a 
favour, to remind someone of favours you have done for them; 
honey-like substance; a certain weight. mann, honey-like 
substance, is classified under this root although it appears to be a 
borrowing from either Syriac or Hebrew. Of this root, four forms 
occur 27 times in the Qur’an: manna 16 times; mann six 

times; oj^ mamnun four times and manun once. 

'(> manna u [v. intrans.] 1 to bestow favours from a position of 
strength or higher rank (3:164) Vjl-'j eiij jj (jjj-ylJI ^jc. jil 
truly God was gracious to the believers when He sent to 
them a Messenger from themselves', *(38:39) Uyliat la* 

this is Our gift; do as you wish with it [lit. so bestow or withhold] 
2 to remind someone of a favour, freely given, wishing to put 
him/her under obligation, to recount one’s favours to someone 
(49:17) "firji, -J ‘cfii 

bjapt-a bj they count it as a favour to you [Prophet] that 
they have become Muslims. Say, ‘Do not count your being 
Muslims as a favour to me—it is God who reminds you of the 
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favour of his having guided you to the faith ’ 3 to weaken, to 
knuckle under (in an interpretation of 74:6) 'jkLu Vj and 
never weaken, considering as too much [what you so far has been 
commanded to do] (or, do not bestow favours seeking increased 
returns). 

'(> mann l [v. n.] 1 the act of freely bestowing favours (47:4) 
ilai tfj 'i) lio llli I jJkjkixkj! |jj until you have routed 
them, then tie fast the bonds, thereafter releasing [them] by grace 
or ransoming [them] 2 the act of reminding someone of favours 
freely given wishing to put him under obligation (2:264) I jIKh 7 
do not negate your charitable deeds with 
reminders and hurtful words/actions II [n,] manna, honey-like 
substance, food given as a gift from God (2:57) Uljjij 

j and We sent manna and quails down to you. 

mamnun [pass, part.] something grudged, interrupted, 
decreased (41:8) "(4^ IjLtj I jd\f. (jjill those 

who believe and do good deeds will have a reward that is never 
interrupted/grudged. 

manun [n.] bad turns of events, death *(52:30) 420 

misfortune [lit. accident of death]. 

i 4 ~ 3 lC^? m-n-w/y fate, to fate, death, to afflict, to test; to 
approximate; to hope for, to imagine, to implore; to fabricate, to 
lie; to shed, to flow, semen, sperm; to recite; to reward; to await; 
a dry measure. Of this root, eight forms occur 22 times in the 
Qur’an, (_yj- manna twice; '’amnd once; tumnd twice; 
tamannd nine times; ^umniyyatun once; ^amdniyy five 
times; maniyy once and iku. mandtun once. 

manna i [v. II, trans] to create desires in, to plant 
expectations in (4:120) fjjj^ ^>*42 U'j he 

makes them promises and raises hopes in them, but Satan’s 
promises are nothing but delusion. 

’’amna [v. IV, trans.] to pour forth sperm (56:58) U 
[jjalUJI J.] kjjskj Jujii consider the semen you discharge— 
did you create it yourselves or are We the Creators? 
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tumna [imperf. pass v. IV] (of sperm) to be poured forth, 
to be ejeeted (53:46) 14 ‘o^from a drop of sperm when it 

is ejected. 

tamannd [v. V trans.] 1 to desire, to wish for (62:6) ljx<ua 
if you are truthful, then [you should] wish for 
death 2 to eovet, to long for (4:32) ^ U rjjku Yj 

do not covet that with which God has favoured some of you 
over others 3 to read, reeite (in one interpretation of 22:52) U'j 
14 Vj * 4 ^ Sf j Jj2.j ‘(jf. uLJ We never 

sent a messenger or a prophet before you [Muhammad], but 
when he recited (or, when he made a wish) Satan proposed 
[things] in respect of his recitation (or, in respect of his wish). 

^umniyyatun [n., pi. ^’amdniyy] wish, desire; reeitation 
(in an interpretation of verse 22:52) yjid 14 

when he recited [the message[ (or, when he made a wish) Satan 
proposed [things] in respect of his recitation (or, in respect of his 
wish). 

^amdniyy [pi. of n. ^1 ^umniyyatun] 1 hopes, desires 
(4:123) ^ 'Jh lijl- ^1^1 '^u! Sj "^uL it will not be 

according to your desires or the desires of the People of the 
Book: anyone who does wrong will be requited for it 2 false 
hopes, vain desires (57:14) ‘4^3 

but you misled one another, sat in wait [for calamity to 
befall the believers[, doubted [the faith[, and false hopes deluded 
you 3 wishful thinking (2:111) "J lij* (j'4 I> 71 ^1 ‘ij 1 jllij 
^ they say, ‘No one will enter Paradise unless he is 

a Jew or a Christian’; this is their own wishful thinking 4 
eonjeeture, hearsay (2:78) VI l-jM 7 'cijd some of 
them are illiterate and know the Scripture only through hearsay. 

maniyy [n.] sperm, semen (75:37) I> 4aki ’JL Jj! was 

he not just a drop of ejected sperm? 

Sli« Manat [proper name] Manat, one of the idols worshipped 
by the pagan Arabs in pre-Islamie Arabia and regarded together 
with '’alldt and ‘’al-‘’uzzd, to be God’s daughters (53:19-21) 




j:ih\ jklll ’^\ slij jiirj iIjSui will you [disbelievers] 
consider [the case of] ^allot and ^al-‘'uzzd and that third one, 
Manat! ?-Are you to have the male and He the female? 

j/A/j» m-h-d sleeping place, resting place, cradle, to prepare, to pave, 
to straighten things up, to make level or even; to facilitate, to 
introduce. Of this root, six forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: 
mahada once; '4^ mahhada once; mahidun once; 

tamhid once; mahd five times and mihad seven times. 

4^1 mahada a [v. trans. with no object] to pave the way, to 
smooth out, to make good provisions (30:44) I>j 

and whosoever does good deeds, it is for themselves they 
make provision. 

mahhada [v. II, trans. with no object] to make agreeable, to 
facilitate, to remove all obstacles (74:14) and I 

smoothed things out for him. 

mahidun [pi. of act. part. jaU mahid] ones who pave the 
way, spread out, remove difficulties, smooth things out (51:48) 
and the Earth We spread out-how 
excellent is the paver! [lit. are the pavers!] 

tamhid [v. n. of v. II] preparing things, making things 
agreeable, smoothing out difficulties (74:14) ^ and I 

smoothed things for him. 

mahd 1 [n] cradle (19:29) 4^1 'cjS. "(> ^ UuS how 

can we converse with one who is [still] in the cradle, a [mere] 
baby? 2 [v. n./quasi-pass. part.] plain, spread out, habitable, well 
prepared (20:53) 14“ He who made the earth for 

you an expanse. 

mihad [v. n./n.] 1 widely spreading out, widely 

outstretched; an expanse (78:6) 1^4“ L54j "(2^ did We not 

make the earth for you an expanse? 2 abode, resting place (3:12) 
you will be gathered into Hell and a 

foul resting place it is! 



J/A/j» m-h-l molten copper, a generic name for all metals, tar, heated 
dirty oil; ease of manner, self recollection, to act or proceed in a 
deliberate manner, to tarry, to give respite; to collapse, avalanche. 
^al-Suyuti attributes muhl, oil dregs, to a borrowing from 
Berber. Of this root, three forms occur six times in the Qur’an: 
mahhala twice; '’amhala once and muhl three times. 

mahhala [v. II, trans.] to grant a delay, to give respite to, to 
bear with (73:11) "(44^j and grant them some respite. 

'’amhala [v. IV, trans.] to let be, to give respite to, to be 
patient with (86:17) lijjj so give respite to the 

disbelievers, let them be for a short while. 

muhl [n.] molten brass; boiled oil dregs, molten tar (44:45) 
like molten tar, boiling in [their] bellies. 

l4}-« mahmd [conditional, particle or nominal, with a non-rational 
referent; it occurs once in the Qur’an] whatever, whatsoever 
(7:132) 2li ui 14 hj V . ri' 4jle. 4“ ^ 144 whatever spell 

you bring to us in order to bewitch us with it, we will not believe 
in you. 

0 /^/? m-h-n to serve, a servant; profession, vocation; to weaken; to 
degrade, to treat in a humiliating manner; vile, contemptible, 
insignificant. Of this root, mahln occurs four times in the 
Qur’ an. 

mahln [pass, part] 1 contemptible, despicable (68:10) Vj 
and do not yield to any contemptible swearer 2 
cheap, paltry, worthless; nauseating (32:8) fU 4 ^ P 

04“ then He fashioned his descendants/seed from an extract of 
worthless fluid. 

muhdn (see l)/j/a h—w—n). 

ej/j/j» m-w-t death, to die, to seek death, mortal; to die down, to let 
up; wasteland, uncultivated land, to become arid; silence, to 
become silent. Of this root, 11 forms occur 165 times in the 




904 


Qur’an. iIjU mdta 39 times; euu! ^amdta 21 times; eu’j- mawt 50 
times; mawtatun three times; ^amwdt six times; 
mawtd 17 times; mayt five times; ^ maytatun six times; ciL 
mayyit 12 times; mayyitun three times and mamdt three 
times. 

mdta u [v. intrans.] to die (22:58) j 

iLo. lijj 4 JII I jjU ji I jk those who fled their homes in God’s 

cause, then are killed or die, He will provide a generous 
provision for them', *(3:119) “Ahjii Ijj perish in your rage! 

cjUi '’amdta [v. IV, trans.] to cause to die (53:44) eijU! ja Uj 
G a-i j that it is He who gives death and life. 

mawt [n] 1 death (4:100) ^ fdll 
k £ji p and whoever leaves his home fleeing to God and His 
Messenger and then death overtakes him 2 harrenness because of 
aridity or drought, death (29:63) I> l 4 =jVi 5 U l^U iU (> Jjj o- 
iu who sends water down from the sky and gives [with it] life 
to the earth after its death? 

mawtatun [unit n.] an instant of death, a dying (37:58-9) 
ui’jx Vi ’t>j Ui! are we not to die, except our first death? 

^ mayt [quasi-act. part.; pi. cijIjLi! '’amwdt and mawtd] 1 
(of a human being) actually dead (49:12) 5 ^ 4 -^ 'fid jst ‘J Luul 
dfi would any of you like to eat the flesh of his brother [even] 
dead? 2 (of land) arid, never cultivated, unfruitful (43:11) Jjj 
dfi i'dj 5 U Uj4u!i ji ;u f UUl (> and the One who sends water down 
from the sky in due measure, and so We revive a dead land with it 
3 one denying God, one not knowing God (6:122) Jli 'cfiJ 
... (jillll ^ ^ Tjjj k\ IjijJ-j is one who was dead [not 

knowing God] and whom We brought back to life and to whom 
We gave light by which he walks among the people .... 

maytatun I [n.] [jur.] a dead animal (except for fish and 
locust) not slaughtered in the prescribed manner (5:3) ’fi!^ eij’jk 
forbidden to you [for food] are animals not ritually 
slaughtered II [quasi-act. part.] (of land) arid, barren, lifeless 
(36:33) and a sign for them is the dead 




land which We bring to life. 

mayyit [quasi-act. part/n. pi. oi" mayyitun] 1 dead (6:95) 
^ s'ij' i n' l jjx (jlli (jj it is God 

who splits open the seed and the fruit-stone-He brings out the 
living from the dead and the dead from the living 2 mortal (39:30) 
)4jj j you [Prophet] are mortal and so are they (or, 

will certainly die, as will they) 3 (of land) arid (7:57) ciJal |jj 
clf. aU iUalo until when they [the winds] bear heavy 

clouds, We drive them to a dead land. 

dl-mawtd [coll, n.] the dead (36:12) Ul it 

is We who bring the dead to life. 

cjIjui mamdt I [n.] death (17:75) t iV . >. Iij 

then We should have made you taste double [the punishment] of 
[this] life and double [the punishment] of [after] death II [v. n.] 
(the aet of) dying, being dead (45:21) ‘j I 4^ [.t 

IjLatj do those who 

commit evil deeds think that We will make them equal [in] their 
living and their dying to those who believe and do righteous 
deeds? 

m-w-j wave, swell, surge, to swell, to heave, to roll, to he 
exeited, to be agitated, to flood, to be stormy, (of sea) to be high; 
to intermingle. Of this root, two forms oeeur seven times in the 
Qur’an: ^fdyamuj onee and ^f^mawj six times. 

yamuj [imperf. of v. mdja intrans.] to surge up, to 
swell up, to be tumultuous (18:99) odd dajJ 1 U^JPJ 

We will let them, on that day, surge against each other. 

mawj [n.] waves, breakers (31:32) 'Tj 

[jj’J AJ AJll when waves enshroud them like canopies, they 

call on God, devoting their religion sincerely to Him. 

m-w-r to move briskly to and fro, to swell, to boil, to chum; 
high waves, dusty wind; to spill over, (of liquids) to run; (of stars) 
to set and rise in sueeession; to eontradiet, to eontest; to pluck 
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out. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: 
tamur twiee and jj- mawr onee. 

tamur [imperf. of v. jU mara, intrans.] to ehum, to 
eonvulse, to roll, to quake, to avalanehe (67:16) ^ ‘j 

jjki ^ I jli to make the earth swallow you up, quaking violently. 

mawr [v. n. used adverbially] the aet of ehurning, 
eonvulsing, quaking (52:9) Ijj- jjki 'fji upon the Day when 
the sky will quake violently. 

Musa [proper noun, generally reeognised as a borrowing into 
Arabie, oeeurring in 115 plaees in the Qur’an] Moses (EXO I. 
15-16, 22) (28:48) j- Jij 1- Jw 'Jij Tji 1 jili they said, ‘Why has 
he not been given the like of those [miracles] given to Moses?’ 

The Qur’an deseribes the life and eareer of Moses in more 
detail than that aeeorded to other prophets: how he was born at a 
time when the Pharaoh of Egypt was killing the newly-born males 
of the Israelites; how God inspired his mother to put him in a 
basket and east him in to the Nile; how the family of Pharaoh 
eame to adopt him and unwittingly give him to his own mother to 
foster; how he killed a man and had to eseape the land for fear of 
retribution; how he eame to the well of the tribe of Midian, met 
their Prophet Shu'^ayb, married one of his daughters and after 
some years took his family and departed; how he eame upon a 
burning fire where he was spoken to by God and was eommanded 
to return to Pharaoh and eall him to the worship of God and ask 
him to let the Israelites leave his land; how Pharaoh rejeeted 
Moses’ message and was drowned together with his army in the 
sea after pursuing Moses and the Israelites who tried to eseape the 
land at night (28:1-48). The Qur’an also relates in detail (18:60- 
82) the story of an eneounter between Moses and a holy man 
deseribed as ‘one of Our servants-a man to whom We granted 
merey from Us and whom We had given knowledge of Our own’. 

m-w-l property, possessions, wealth, gold and silver, 
(speeifieally) eamels (for Arabs), to beeome wealthy, to fmanee. 
Of this root, two words oeeur 66 times in the Qur’an: JU mdl 25 
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times and J'_^i '’amwal 61 times. 

JU mal [n., pi. J'^l ^amwal] riches, property, wealth, 
possessions, camels, livestock (18:46) JUI 

wealth and children are the attractions of this worldly life. 

A/j/j» m-w-h water, a well, to strike water, (of a boat) to spring a 
leak, to quench one’s thirst, (of dates and grapes) to ripen; to gild, 
to coat; to falsify; to camouflage. Of this root, only occurs 

53 times in the Qur’an. 

md’’ [n.] 1 water (11:44) and it was 

said, ‘Earth, swallow up your water’ 2 well, spring (28:23) 4j'j llTj 
'tjjal.4 ^ '4-j and when he arrived at the well of 

Madyan, he found a crowd of people watering [their flock] 3 
semen, sperm (77:20) did We not create you 

from a repugnant fluid? 

fn-y-d to shake, to sway, to fluctuate; to feed, to provide for, 
banquet, table laden with food, to grant favours to someone; a 
square. Of this root, two forms occur five times in the Qur’an: owj 
tamid three times and S-jjU ma ddatun twice. 

tamid [imperf of v. mada, intrans.] to sway, to tumble 
about (31:10) jj-j "J and He cast upon the 

earth firm mountains, lest it should sway with you. 

5'jjU ma^’idatun [n.] a table spread with food (5:114) Jjjf Gu'j 
s'ojU lilt God, our Lord, send down to us a table [spread] 
from heaven] * name of Sura 5, Medinan sura, so-named 
because of the reference in verses 112-5 to the ‘Table’ demanded 
of Christ by the Disciples. 

j/jfi m-y-r food stock, provision, to provide with food, to keep 
well-stocked/supplied with food; to melt down. Of this root, only 
jtoj namir occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

jx*j namir [imperf of v. jU mdra, trans.] to provide with food, 
to stock with provisions (12:65) 41*! and we will get 



provisions for our household. 


m-y-z to sort out, to separate, to mark out, to distinguish; to 
weed out; to stand out; to fall apart; to fall into factions. Of this 
root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: Jau yamlz twice; 
tamayyaz once and I ^imtdzu once. 

yamlz [imperf. of v. jU mdza, trans.] to separate, to sort 
out, to discriminate, to distinguish (3:179) He 

distinguishes the bad from the good. 

Sftl tamayyaz [imperf. of v. V 'Juti tamayyaza, with the prefix j 
of the imperfect Jfui tatamayyaz, elided, intrans.] to split up, to 
tear up, to burst (67:8) ilS it almost bursts with rage. 

Ijjlii) Hmtdzu [ imper. of v. VIII, intrans.] stand out, separate, 
become marked out, stand aside (36:59) oj-^jjhUlj 
but step aside/be marked out today, you guilty ones. 

Jliw Mlkdla [proper noun, borrowed into Arabic from Hebrew, 
although some philologists derive it from the root m-k-w, it 
occurs once in the Qur’an] the Angel Michael (2:98) fdl 'JS. 
JlSio j j kLJJj if anyone is an enemy of God, His angels 

and His messengers, and of Gabriel and Michael. 

m-y-l to incline, to lean towards, to tilt, to bend, to lean over, 
to take sides, to deviate; to attack; to be crooked; to swagger; to 
waver, to be in doubt, to win someone over. Of this root, three 
forms occur six times in the Qur’an: tamll three times; 

mayl twice and ^ maylatun once. 

Jj-j tamll [imperf of v. JU mala, intrans.] 1 to deviate, to 
transgress, to go astray (4:27) IjLu ‘j tjj^ 4ij^j 

'“.njhr- but those who follow their lusts want you to go far astray 2 
to incline towards, to act favourably towards (4:129) ‘J I jIuLLu ‘(fj 
Jtdl JS I jku Julajp. "jTj fUaull 'Gk I jSAj you will never be able to 
deal equally between [your] wives, no matter how much care you 
take, yet do not be altogether partial. 

J2« mayl [v. n.] inclination, tilting, leaning to (4:129) I jL-j 5\i j 



cSoJI yet do not be altogether partial. 

^ maylatun [unit n.] an act of attacking, an assault (4:102) 
sVfj ^ ujW [in order for them] to fall upon you in a single 
orchestrated assault. 



j/ nun 


^al-nun the twenty-fifth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
dento-alveolar nasal sound. The numerous allophonie members of 
nun o, both as a eonstituent of words or as a nunation (ojjjj) 
(q.v.), eover an extensive artieulatory area from the lips to the 
uvula and oeeur in eontexts where nun is a first member of a 
eonsonantal eluster (said to be sdkinatun (^U), that is, with no 
vowel following it) either within single words or between two 
words. The eharaeteristies of the nun in sueh elusters are 
influeneed by the artieulatory positions of the seeond members of 
the elusters, noted here as mueh as possible with the use of 
symbols drawn from the International Phonetie Alphabet, and are 
elassified by the seholars of Qur’anie reeitation »Uk), into 

four types that ean largely be deseribed as follows: 1 distinet 
pronuneiation in whieh the nun keeps its full integrity as a 

dento-alveolar nasal sound; this oeeurs in eases where the seeond 
member of the eluster is one of the six so-ealled guttural or throat 
letters/sounds (okJl identified by the seholars of tajwld as: 

V ^1 A (although the ^ and ^ are in faet uvular sounds and 

not guttural) as in (108:2) (reeited as wanhar)\ (96:2) 
(reeited as min Talaq); (112:4) okl \'jk (reeited as 
kufwwin ?ahad) 2 a) eomplete assimilation with nasalisation 
of the nun or the nunation into the seeond eonsonant of 
the eluster in eases where that eonsonant is one of\ ^ cJ V l? and 
only where the eluster oeeurs between two words as in (79:8) 
(qulubun yawma ^idhin reeited as qulwbuyyawma ?idin)\ 
(77:20) (min md^in mahln reeited as mimma:?im- 

mahiin). Complete assimilation does not oeeur within single 
words for it would obseure the identity of the words, ef (87:16) 




liiJI (recited as ?ad-dunya:) b) complete assimilation without 
nasalisation into the second consonant in the cluster 

where that consonant is either J or j (this rule is represented in 
the printed text of the Qur’an hy the shadda (—)) in (96:7) ilj j 
Can ra^’ahu recited as ?arra?a:fiu)\ (18:6) I"jJ "uj Cin lam 
yu^’minu recited as ?illamyu?minu:) 3 transformation (m^*) that 
is the changing of the sound of the nun (d) into a mim C), a 
bi-lahial nasal, in cases where the second consonant in the cluster 
is a bed (tj), a voiced hi-lahial plosive, as in (30:4) ’i) o-j (wa min 
ba‘'d recited as wa-mimBaTd) and (2:19) oijalSllj (muhitun 
bi’l-kafirm recited as muhi:tumBil-ka:firi:n) 4 concealment 
(slikj) which could he chracterised as a partial assimilation of the 
nun, in cases where the second member of the cluster is one of 
fifteen consonantal sounds, with each of which the nun is 
differently realised (while the second consonant in the cluster 
keeps its full identity). The nun is realised in these cases 
differently as follows: uvular-nasal with j as in (4:17) o- 
(min qarlb recited as miNqarvB)-, velar-nasal with >4 as in (73:12) 
Vlkji Cankala recited as ?aykada)\ palato-alveolar nasal with ^ as 
in (12:96) ‘j Can ja^’a recited as ?ajija:?ay, alveo-palatal 
nasal with as in (6:41) (dn sha^’a recited as ?iji+fa:?a)\ 
alveolar nasal with os J and 0-= as in (33:23) I Jlkj (rijalun 
sadaqu recited as rija:lun-sadaqu:)\ dento-alveolar nasal with a, 
dj, and as in (4: 4) "jli (fa-dn tibna recited as 
fa-?inliBna)\ dental-nasal with i, ^ and as in (111:3) euli IjU 
(naran dhata lahab recited as na:ran+da:ta lahab) and 
labio-dental nasal with ^ as in (8:1) JUjVl ("’aZ-^’an/dZ recited as 
?al-?a}yfa:l). In the printed text of the Qur’an, to which the 
reader is referred, the doubled signs of (^), s^ (_) and 
(—) indicating are aligned on top of one another and placed 
directly above or under the letter concerned in the case of distinct 
pronunciation (jljJij) as in (6:37) jpli; (112:4) I'jik; (28:88) 
aiU but in the case of assimilation ((>1^4) and concealment 

(slikj) the two signs are not aligned over one another as in (14:32) 
lijj; (56:89) C-sJ’ (59:13) ^j; (48:29) liij 

I'jkl-. In the case of transformation the second sign is drawn 

as a small ^ and placed either above or after the letter concerned 
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as in (96:15) (2:19) (2:41) 59 3^. The 

nun with no vowel following it together with 

nunation (see d) -n) and elongation of vowels (-ij24l), 

receive particular attention in the discipline of Qur’anic 
Recitation, tajwld 

b -n suffix functioning as: I nun of emphasis q3) of which 

there are two types: 1 light nun of emphasis a4j:ll ^>3), 

suffixed to an imperfect verb and traditionally written in Qur’anic 
text as ^alif, as in (96:15) Utbal ^ "(jol no indeed!-if he 

does not desist, We shall seize him by the forelock 2 heavy nun of 
emphasis qJ^, also suffixed to an imperfect verb, but 

written as ‘d -nna. It differs, as the name implies, in the degree of 
emphasis it denotes, and occurs, as a rule, in conjunction with an 
oath, as in (27:49) swear to one another by 

God—we shall attack him and his household in the night II 
nunation (oijjj) (i.e. -un, -an and -in) suffixed to a noun and 
functioning, among other things, as one of the following: 1 
nunation of indefiniteness (jj^I di3), ‘any’, as in (2:221) 

any believing slave is certainly better than a 
polytheist 2 nunation of definiteness oijS), ‘this particular 

one’, as in (3:144) Jj4'j Vj U'j Muhammad is only a 
messenger 3 nunation of compensation (^9=j»ll ojjjj), indicating an 
elided part which is otherwise understood from the preceding 
discourse. The elided part may be a) a single sound, as in (89:1- 
2) _>4c. JUj ‘jaill'j by the Daybreak, by [the ] Ten Nights (instead of 
(^U) b) one word, as in (36:40) ^ jkj each [one] floats 

in an orbit (instead of j J^) c) a whole sentence, as in 
(56:84) and you at that moment [when the spirit 

reaches the gullet] gaze on (instead of C 

d) or indicating several elided sentences, as in (99:4) 

U'jUi.1 on that Day [when the earth quakes and spews out its 
burdens and man cries out, ‘What is wrong with it!?’[ it will tell 
all (instead of J15 j UJlSl ^4=jVl j ififj l4=jVi ealjlj Iij 

U jloi.! djiaj 4JU (jUuVl (see also: yawma^’idhin) III protective 

nun tjjj), as designated by the grammarians. It is infixed 

between a verb and a following l’^^ pers. sing, suffix, as in (36:22) 





the One who created me IV an exponent of the 
independent case in an imperfect verb indicating a masc. pL, a 
dual or a fern. sing, subject (ijijll oJ) (of the latter there is no 
single occurrence in the Qur’an) (termed in Arabic Grammar, the 
five verbs JUiVl)), as in (43:44) jjjlLu and you will be 

questioned', (5:106) fdlLi so the two [witnesses] swear by 

God V end part of the pi. and dual pronom. suffix, as in (4:7) 
jjjj'jaVrj jrj'jll I^Tjj and [also] due to women is a 

share of what the two parents and closest two relatives leave 
behind. 

0 -na [fern. pi. verbal suffix ojj)], as in (60:12) |jj 

5 dlL 7 "J when believing women come to 

pledge to you that they will not ascribe to God any partner. 

0 na- [an imperf. 1'‘ pers. pi. prefix (^>45141 qJ}], as in (63:1) 41jj ’44u 
5411 Jjlo'jl we testify most solemnly that you are the Messenger of 
God. 

c)jj nun (see l)/j/l) n-w-n). 

i^iyo n-^’-y small ditch encircling a tent to keep sewage away, to go 
a long distance, to walk away, to shun, to be far removed, to keep 
away, to remove. One form of this root, cjU na^’d, occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

jhna^’da [v. intrans.] to go far away, to distance oneself from 
(6:26) ^ 'Jjtij 'ifjiM j they drive [others] away from it and 
keep themselves away from if, *(17:83) 54j'4j he becomes 
haughty [lit. he turns away to his side]. 

protrusion, to rise; to overpower; to leave one’s town 
and settle in another; news item, to ask for news, to inform; 
prophecy, to predict, to foretell, to prophesy, to claim to be a 
prophet. Of this root, 10 forms occur 160 times in the Qur’an: 
nabba^a 43 times; yunabba^ three times; O ^anba^a four 
times; 1^4144 yastanbi^ once; tj naba^ 17 times; ^anbd^ 12 
times; ^ nabiyy 54 times; nabiyyun 16 times; ^anbiyd^ 



914 


Vv/0 

five times and nubuwwatun five times. 

nabba^’a [v. II] I [intrans. with prep, j to disclose, to 
divulge (66:3) 59 jj j the Prophet 

told something in confidence to one of his wives and when she 
disclosed it II [trans.] 1 to inform, to acquaint, to enlighten (9:94) 
Uti aa God has already told us tidings of you 2 to 
question, to interrogate (66:3) li* I> cjJli ^ Cdi so when he 
questioned her about [divulging] it, she asked, ‘Who told you 
about this?’ 3 to guide (in one interpretation of 3:49) U<u 

Wj (jjiki: and I guide you as to what you may eat 
and store up in your houses [also interpreted as: 7 tell you what 
you eat and what you store in your houses] 4 to instruct, to 
command (54:28) iUdI ‘J "f4“j and instruct them that the 

water is to be shared between them. 

yunabba^ [imperf. of pass. v. II ifj nubbPa] 1 to be 
acquainted, to be informed, to be told (53:36) Uj 

or has he not been informed of what is in the Scrolls of 
Moses? 2 to be taken to task (64:7) Uj JiJj by 

my Lord!, you will be raised [from the dead] and [then] taken to 
task about what you have done. 

lii ‘’anba^’a [v. IV trans.] to tell, to inform, to acquaint (2:33) 
then He said, ‘Adam, tell them their names. ’ 

ifA^yastanbP [imperf of v. X ‘’istanba^’a, trans.] to 
seek information from, to question, to persist in asking (10:53) 
jA 'JjjixiLfj and they [persistently] ask you, ‘Is it really true?’ 

’^naba‘’ [n., pi. ^’anbd^’] 1 news, tidings (33:20) 
seeking news of you; *(26:6) 'tjjjj^i.2 5 U I jjl£ U id the 
news of what they have been mocking will soon shock them [lit. 
come to them]; *(38:67) Jute- ti jA it [the Revelation] is a 
momentous message; *(78:2) 1^' the momentous 

event/tidings, the Resurrection; * dll name of Sura 78, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 2 to the 
‘Momentous Event’ 2 story, tale, narrative (5:27) ]^l d cJjI j 

jIJIj and relate to them in truth the tale of the two sons of 
Adam 3 disclosures, revelations (11:49) ddl ^d 21]j 





these are some of the disclosures of the hidden [knowledge] that 
we have revealed to you 4 lessons to be learned, examples (54:4) 

^ U and from examples [of past 

generations[ has come to them that in which [should be] a 
deterrent 5 prophecy (6:67)1 Uj every 

prophecy has its fixed time to be fulfilled (or, certain endurance), 
you will come to realise 6 replies, responses, arguments (28:66) 
all answers will escape [lit. not find] them on 

that Day. 

nabiyy [n., pi. dJiP nabiyyun and '’anbiyd'’] prophet 
(19:41) 'tj'4 j^4'j and in the Qur’an, 

mention Abraham—he was a man of truth, a prophet, *(33:45) 
the Prophet Muhammad, * »LujVl name of Sura 21, Meccan sura, 
so-named because of the reference in verses 48-91 to various 
"Prophets’. 

nubuwwatun [n.] prophethood (57:26) Sjill ALtfj 

LjtiSlI'j and We established for their descendants prophethood and 
revelations. 

n-b-t plant, vegetation, seedling, to sprout, to germinate, (of 
plants) to shoot out, to grow, to bring forth, to plant, to cultivate, 
to cause to grow; the young, to breed, to raise, to become of age. 
Of this root, three forms occur 26 times in the Qur’an: caii nabata 
once; '’anbata 16 times and cdfj nabdt nine times. 

lioj nabata u [v. intrans.] to germinate, to take root, to grow 
*(23:20) (‘hi- and a tree, emerging 

from Mount Sinai, that produces oil [also: grows carrying oil]. 

iiuji '’anbata [v. IV trans.] 1 to make cultivable, to [enable to] 
grow, to bring into life (15:19) 1^4 lisif j UUYio j 

ojjj^ l!^ I> '44 and the earth-We have spread it out, set firm 
mountains on it and enabled [life of all kinds] to grow on it in 
good balance 2 to cause to germinate, to cause to grow 
(27:60) eijli ^ iU fUUl Jjj'j and He sent 

down water from the sky for you, with which We caused gardens 
of delight to grow 3 to cultivate (27:60) I "j (jlk U it 



could not have been for you [within your power] to cultivate its 
trees 4 to yield (2:261) ^ eiiujl 35^ like [a grain] of corn 

that produces seven ears 5 to bring forth (71:17) o^}i\ 't> 
bUj God made you spring forth from the earth like a plant 6 to 
facilitate the rearing of, to help the bringing up of (3:37) t^'j 

htjj Jji her Lord received her [the child] with 

gracious favour, and provided for her a goodly upbringing. 

nabdt I [coll, n.] 1 plants, vegetation (10:24) iUTjjf fUk 
o^}i\ euli 5 U iJikli it is like water which We bring down from 
the skies, then the earth’s vegetation absorbs it... 2 buds, germs, 
embryos, sprouts, shoots (6:99) 50 iU Jjjf jAj 

’<u. eijlaj He it is who sends 

down water from the sky, then with it We produce the shoots of 
everything [every plant], then from it We bring out greenery, 
from which We produce grains in close-packed rows II [v. n.] 
1 the act of raising, rearing (3:37) ^> 0 . Jjjsj 

her Lord received her [the child] with gracious favour, and 
provided for her a goodly upbringing 2 growing power, growth 
(in a possible interpretation of nabdtuhu as v. n. in 57:20) L&k 
^tjj jliSlI fut. like a rain, the growing power of which 

delights the sowers. 

j/v/O n-b-dh portion, small piece; to hurl, to discard, to cast out, to 
forsake, to renounce; to withdraw, to retire, to retreat to one side. 
Of this root, three forms occur 12 times in the Qur’an: nabadha 
eight times; nubidha twice and iajl '’intabadha twice. 

ij nabadha i [v. trans.] 1 to cast, to throw (51:40) i'jjjk'j iljii.fi 
Jull ^ JJkUioja so We seized him and his hosts and threw them into 
the sea 2 to renege, to breach, to violate (2:100) Ijiitt USjf 

jjji how is it that whenever they make a covenant (or, a 
pledge), some of them will renege on it? 3 [with prep. and no 
object] to annul, to cancel, to render void (8:58) 

Wfu, iula and if you fear treachery on the part of any 

people, consider their treaty void equally/openly [lit. throw [their 
treaty] to them]. 

'^nubidha [pass, v.] to be thrown, to be cast (68:49) "J Tji 
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J. jA j fl jadlj 5 u'j 4:<ikj ^'jli had a favour from his Lord not 

reached him, he would have been cast into the wilderness 
blameworthy. 

jjiil '’intabadha [v. VIII intrans.] to retire apart, or withdraw, 
from others (19:22) ll-a5 ^ so she conceived him 

and withdrew with him to a distant place. 

jl^lOn-b-z title, nickname, derisive or insulting name, descriptive 
name (usually had), to call one another names, to defame. Of this 
root, Ijjjhu tandbazu, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^Uj tandbaza [elided form of ijjjljjj tatandbazu, imperf. of v. 
VI 'jjUj tandbaza, intrans.] to call one another names (49:11) Vj 
uliiVlj Ijjjhs Sfj Ijjjj do not defame one another, nor revile 
[one another] with nicknames. 

n-b-t first water obtained from a newly dug well; to elicit, to 
deduce; to well out, to issue; the innermost part; Nabateans, to 
live like, or to claim to be, a Nabatean. Of this root, 
dstanbata, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

lajjjL) dstanbata [v. X, trans.] to deduce, to interpret (4:83) jij 
^j\ ojjj had they 

referred it to the Messenger and those in authority among them, 
those [capable of] interpreting it would have comprehended it. 

n-b-‘' spring of water, brook, creek; to flow, to gush out, to 
issue, to originate. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: yanbu^" and ^^f.yandbi’'. 

yanbW [n., pi. ^14 yandbr] 1 spring (17:90) 411 (>yj y 

UJ jkij we will not believe with you until you cause 
a spring to gush forth for us from the earth 2 tract, channel, 
passage, conduit (39:21) ^ (> Jji ‘J 'ji 

have you not considered that God sends down water from 
the sky, then He causes it to penetrate [the soil] along conduits in 
the earth. 



n-t-q to shake; to raise, to lift up, to overturn, to pour out by 
overturning; (of a camel’s rigging) to become loose. Of this root, 

nataqa, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Joj nataqa i [v. trans.] to raise, to hoist (7:171) jjj 

^ and [remember] when We hoisted the mountain [high] 
above them as if it were a canopy. 

n-th-r to strew, to scatter, to sprinkle, spillage. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: jSoil '’intathara once 
and jjjj- manthur twice. 

'Juj\ '’intathara [v. VIII intrans.] to disperse, to go in different 
directions (82:2) eij'jaul and when the stars shall 

disperse. 

jjaw manthur [pass, part.] strewn, scattered, dispersed (76:19) 
Ijj^ lylyl you would think they were scattered pearls. 

n-j-d hard and high land, plateau, to climb, a well-marked 
road which is both clear and wide; mean and tough camels; 
courage, assistance, to overcome. Of this root, najdayn, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

tlyjaJ najdayn [dual of n. najd] two elevations, two clear 
roads. It is variously interpreted as the two ways (of good and evil 
or truth and falsehood) or the mother’s two teats which the 
newly-born does not seem to find difficulty in identifying (90:10) 
and We pointed out to him the two clear ways [of 
good and evil]. 

n-j-s filth, defilement, desecration, profanity, to soil; a type 
of amulet or charm used in pre-Islamic Arabia to protect children, 
incantations. One form of this root, najas, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

najas [n.; quasi-act. part] defilement profanity, 
desecration (9:28) 'A) I f'Ju ;;ti (jjkUij 

the polytheists are a defilement-do not let them come near the 
Sacred Mosque after this year of theirs. 



sldci 

"’al-^’injll (see alphabetically). 
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n-j-m star (particularly Pleiades or the Seven Sisters), 
instalments, fixed terms, astrology, to tell the future, (of a star) to 
rise, to appear; plants with no stalk, to sprout; to show up. Of this 
root, two forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: najm four times 

and jkj nujum nine times. 

^ najm I [n., pi. nujum] star (6:97) J.jkill l 54- j* j 

JaJfj ’j)ll pUih I and He it is who has made the stars for 

you to use as a guide through the darkness of land and sea II 
[coll, n.] 1 stars (16:16) and [by the aid of] 

landmarks and by the stars they find their way, * name of 
Sura 53, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
1 to the "Stars’ 2 plants with no stalk, herbage (in one 
interpretation of najm in 55:6) the plants 

and the trees prostrate {or, fall into the Grand Design). 

j/^/O n-j-w elevation, highland, a place too high for flooding to 
reach; to escape, to deliver, to rescue; speed, to run quickly; to 
remove dirt from oneself, to cleanse oneself; to cut, to flay; to 
confide, to confer in secrecy, to consult with one another. Of this 
root, 11 forms occur 84 times in the Qur’an: najd twice; 

najjd 36 times; nujjiya once; ^anjd 23 times; najd 
once; (_sklu tandjd four times; (^6 ndji once; najdtun once; 
najiyy twice; najwd 11 times and Jyd munajji twice. 

najd u [v. intrans.] 1 to go free (12:45) then 

the one of the two who had gained freedom said 2 to escape, to 
reach safety (28:25) ofedlkll Uukj Sf do not fear, you 

have escaped from the unjust people. 

najjd [v. II trans.] 1 to rescue, to deliver, to conduct to 
safety (17:67) tlia but when He brings you safely to 

land 2 to spare (10:92) 'ddyu so today We save you 
[only] in body 3 to protect, to shield (66:11) tu) Idj 

my Lord, build a house in Your Garden 
for me: protect me from Pharaoh and his doings. 



nujjiya [pass, v.] to be delivered, to be aided (12:110) 
iUu Ujlaj Our help came to them and whoever We willed 

was saved. 

'’anjd [v. IV trans.] 1 to deliver, to rescue, to conduct to 
safety (2:50) 'J411 USja jjj and when We 

parted the sea for you [also interpreted as: by your going through 
it] and thus saved you and drowned Pharaoh’s people 2 to protect 
(29:24) jUil ^11 ‘j I j£al slay him, or burn him!-but 

God protected him from the Fire 3 to spare (61:10) J* 

Jit shall I guide you to a bargain that will spare 

you from painful punishment? 

ndjd [v. Ill trans.] to confer with, to speak privately with, 
to exchange confidences with (58:12) Lji 'cfi Ijijaa lij 

^ when you come to speak privately with the Messenger, 

offer something in charity ahead of your private conferring. 

tandjd [v. VI intrans.] to exchange confidences, to confer 
together in privacy (58:9) Sti lij 

Jjlo'jll when you converse in private, do not confer with [a view 
to] sinful doings, aggression, or disobedience to the Messenger. 

naji [act. part.] one who escapes, one who goes free 
(12:42) U<4j,« kjl [jii (^iU Jli'j and he said to the one who, of the 
two, he deemed would go free. 

Sl^ najdtun [n.] deliverance, rescue, salvation (40:41) U 
jUll staall why do I call you to salvation when 

you call me to the Fire. 

najiyy 1 [v. n./act. or pass, part.] the act of sharing 
confidences/intimacies, conferring or consulting in private; one 
who engages or is engaged with someone else in private 
consultation or conversation (19:52) »jjLlI 

and We called to him from the right-hand side of the Mount 
and brought him close in intimate conferring (or, a conferring 
person) 2 [v. n./coll. n.] people in a secret conference (12:80) Ilia 
I jUi. kio I jkinu.il when they despaired of [retrieving] him, they 
withdrew to one side, a conferring group. 



najwa [v. n./n.] private consulting or conferring; 
confidences exchanged in private, intimacies, private 
conversation (58:7) j* ls'J^ there is no 

secret conference of three without Him being their fourth. 

munajji [act. part, of v. II, pi. munajjun] one who 
brings to safety; rescuer, deliverer (29:33) 21U 'We will 

certainly save you and your household. 

h‘lc/<b n-h-b vow, to fulfil a vow, (allotted) lifespan, to come to the 
end of one’s life, death; to weep; danger, to take chances; walking 
briskly, to work hard; to debate. Of this root, sAj nahb, occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

IJaS nahb [v. n./n.] interpreted in the sources as either vow or 
lifespan (33:23) ^ IjiAli. U I Jlkj (jjj-ydl 

jliajj of the believers are men who were true to that 

which they pledged with God-some of them have fulfilled their 
pledge [by dying in battle], and some are still waiting. 

n-h-t to hew, to carve, to quarry, to chisel, to hollow, 
splinters; disposition, character. Of this root, yanhit, appears 
four times in the Qur’an. 

yanhit [imperf of v. ejki nahata, trans.] 1 to hollow out, 
to hew out (7:74) JliJI <^nd hewing the mountains into 

houses 2 to chisel, to carve into shape, to sculpt (37:95) U 
do you worship what you carve [with your own hands]? 

j/^/O n-h-r chest, the upper part of the chest, the throat, to 
slaughter; to strive; to pour down heavily. Of this root, jp-il 
dnhar, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jaa) dnhar [imper. of v. j^j nahara, trans.] 1 to stand upright; 
to fulfil one’s duties as they become due (in one interpretation of 
108:2) jkjfj 2£jl so Pray to your Lord and be upright [in 
your prayer[ (or, and fulfil your prayer as early/as soon as it 
becomes due) 2 slaughter, kill a sacrificial animal (in another 
interpretation of 108:2) j 2£'jl so pray to your Lord and 
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make your sacrifice. 

o^l^Ci n-h-s hardship, bad luck; dusty wind, severe cold; copper. 
Despite the shared radicals n-h-s, philologists have found 

difficulties deriving nuhas, copper, from this root, hence the 
suggestion that it may be of foreign origin. Of this root, three 
forms occur once each in the Qur’an: nahs', nahisat and 

nuhas. 

nahs [n.; v. n.] hardship, misfortune (54:19) ULiJ Uj 
^ We released a howling wind against 

them on a day of continuing misfortune. 

nahisat [pi. of fern, quasi-act. part. nahisatun] 
unlucky, ill-omened, disastrous (41:16) ULijU 

pUio-i so We let loose on them a roaring wind in ill-omened 
days. 

nuhas [mass, n.] interpreted as either: brass, copper or 
smoke (55:35) jU tongues of 

fire and [molten] copper (or, smoke) will be released upon you, 
and you will not escape. 

n-h-l honey bees; free gift; to become emaciated; to purport to 
be, to claim something false for oneself (such as a name, a virtue, 
an excuse). Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 

nahl and nihlatun. 

Jkj nahl [coll, n.] bees (16:68) 't> i) lMI 
'ijjAJiu and your Lord inspired the bees 

[with an instinct], ‘Take for yourselves hives [lit. dwellings), from 
the mountains, of the trees and of that which [people] build’\ 
* Jkoll name of Sura 16, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verses 68-9 to the ‘Bees’ and their ways. 

AJaj nihlatun [n.; v. n.] interpreted by commentators either as a 
gift or a statutory gift. The context in which the word appears in 
the Qur’an, however, strongly, suggests the latter interpretation 
(4:4) ijlSa llaij f(.s^ Cp- cfp sllull IjjUj 

give women their dowries as a [statutory] gift [upon marriage]. 





but if they are happy to give up some of it for you, [you may] 
consume it [as part of your own property] by all means [lit. with 
health and pleasure-giving appetite^. 

^ nahnu (see ul '’and). 

n-kh-r nostril, to snort; decay, decaying. Of this root, 
nakhiratun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

nakhiratun [fern, quasi-act. part.] rotten, turning to dust, 
crumbling (79:11) s'_>j US lu! even after we have turned into 
decayed bones? 

(iltICj n-kh-l palm trees, date palms; the select; the dregs, to sieve 
out, to sift. Of this root, three forms occur 20 times in the Qur’an: 

nakhlatun twice; Uisj nakhl 11 times and nakhil seven 
times. 

nakhlatun [unit n., coll. n. nakhl and nakhil] date 
palm (6:99) y jj? 't>j and from the date palm, 

from its pollen, [spring] clusters of low-hanging dates. 

n-d-d an equal, peer; antagonist; to stand in opposition, to 
slander, to bolt, to wander, to scatter; sandalwood. Of this root, 
jIUj! "andad, occurs six times in the Qur’an. 

jIUjI '’andad [pi. of n. % nidd] equals, rivals, partners (2:165) 

LjkS t>j there are some who 

choose [to worship] [others] besides God as rivals to Him, loving 
them with the love [due to] God. 

n-d-m remorse, repentance, regret, to be regretful; a drinking 
partner, an intimate companion. Of this root, two forms occur 
seven times in the Qur’an: jj^pU nadimun five times and 
naddmatun twice. 

nddimun [pi. of act. part. (.jU nddim] remorseful (5:31) 
(jAojuii Qx tiu ‘Could I 

not have been like this raven and covered up the nakedness of my 



brother’s dead body?’-he became remorseful! 

naddmatun [n.] remorse, regret, penitence (34:33) 

LjliJI \’j'j Hi and, when they see the punishment, they will fall 
silent with remorse. 

j/j/O n-d-w moisture, dew; goodness, generosity; voice, voice that 
carries, to call, to seek assistance; to call together, to get together, 
to assemble, to convene, assemblage, a group of people, a place 
of gathering for conferring, a consultative group, to take part in 
such an activity, to consult. Of this root, eight forms occur 53 
times in the Qur’an: nadd 37 times; tsPjj nudiya seven times; 

tanddd once; cspU nddi twice; ifjj nidd'^ twice; nadiyy 
once; munddi twice and tanddi once. 

nddd [v. Ill trans.] 1 to call out, to hail (11:42) kil ^jj 
liuo l-jSjl (jlS'j and Noah called out to his son, who was 

[standing] apart, ‘My son, come aboard with us’ 2 to invoke, to 
implore (11:45) isTij bjj U Vj 

and Noah called out to his Lord and said, ‘My Lord, my son is 
one of my family, and Your promise is surely the truth’ 3 to 
proclaim, to declare (21:87) cjj! Vj Sf ‘J pUiUI 

tjjJUill cjjS then he proclaimed in the deep darkness, ‘There is 
no God but You, glory be to You, I have been one of the 
wrong-doers’ 4 [with prep, or J] to invite to, to call to (3:193) 
ji'jj I"J LSphj 'jph- hjj hj'j our Lord, we have heard 
a caller calling [people] to the belief [the Faith]: ‘Believe in your 
Lord. ’ 

jjj nudiya [pass. v. Ill] 1 to be called, to be addressed 
(20:11-12) ^ when he came to it [the 

fire], he was addressed, ‘Moses, I am your Lord’ 2 to be 
convened to (62:9) "o- Jjj 1 jj when convened to the 

Friday prayer 3 to be informed (40:10) 5 dll did Jjjli Ij’jik (jiill [jj 
[jj’jikja (Jj jj "!> 'ji! those who disbelieved 

will be told, ‘God’s dislike [for you] when you were called to the 
faith and rejected it was even greater than your hating yourself 
[on the Day of Judgement]. ’ 



jUj tanada [v. VI intrans.] to call to one another, to call upon 
one another (68:21) Ij'jUi so they called each other at 

day-break. 

ig^\^nddi [n.] 1 council, assemhly (29:29) jkill 'dJdj 

and you commit evil in your gathering place 2 supporters (96:17- 
18) ^"4^ let him summon his comrades—We will 

summon the overseers of Hell. 

fl'jj nidd^ I [v.n.] the act of calling (19:3) iljj ^'j jj 
when he called to his Lord inaudibly [lit. with inaudible calling] 
II [n.] a shout, a call (2:171) V Uj ^spJI JiS I'jjpJI JLj 
ifajj itti 7j [calling to] those who disbelieve is like [the calling of 
one[ who shrieks to a dumb animal [lit. one who hears nothing 
but a shout and cry]. 

'(^4 nadiyy [n.] assemblage, gathering (19:73) "Jp- y 
txi which of the two sides is better situated and has the 

better gathering? 

(^pli munadl [act. part.] crier, one who ealls, preacher (3:193) 
tsplu Upli liw-o luj lij our Lord!, we have heard a caller 
calling [people] to the belief [the Faith]. 

(^pUj tanadi [v. n.] the aet of calling out to one another 
*(40:32) J.4 the Day of calling out [to one another in 

distress or to the Reckoning]. 

j/j/O n-dh-r vow, to pledge to God, to pledge, to conseerate, votive 
offering; to warn, to threaten, to admonish, to denote; harbinger, 
herald. Of this root, 11 forms occur in 130 places in the Qur’an: 
jpj nadhara three times; 'j4i '’andhara 41 times; 'j4 '’undhira four 
times; jpj nadhr twice; jjij nudhur once; jpj nudhr once; 
nadhir 44 times; jis nudhur 14 times; jp4 mundhir five times; 
(jjjpi mundhirun 10 times and (jjj44 mundharun five times. 

jpj nadhara i [v. trans.] 1 to vow (19:26) I 

have vowed to the Lord of Mercy a fast 2 to dedicate, to pledge', 
(3:35) U 211 djjpj tfj Lord, I have dedicated what 

is in my womb entirely to You. 
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jjj| '’andhara [v. IV] I [intrans.] to give warning, to carry out 
the act of warning (74:2) jijti arise and warn II [trans.] 1 to 
warn (26:214) jijf'j and warn the nearest of your 

kinfolk 2 to proclaim, to declare (16:2) Ui V Aj| Ijjjjf declare 
that there is no god but Me 3 to preach, to guide, to admonish 
(6:19) ^ i>j <; liA ‘Jj and this Qur’an was 

revealed to me that with it I may warn you and everyone it 
reaches III [doubly trans.] to warn against (41:13) 

fc. I have warned you about a blast like the one of 

[which struck] ‘’ad and Thamud. 

jij| “undhira [pass. v. IV] 1 to be guided, to be admonished 
(14:52) ^ Ija this is a message to humankind; let 

them be guided thereby 2 to be warned (46:3) Ijjjjl ^ I JJS. 

Jdo yet those who disbelieve turn away from that against 
which they have been warned. 

jij nadhr [n., pi. jjjj nudhur] vow, pledge to God (2:270) U'j 
Aliti [jli jij "^jij jf ^ whatever donations you 

contribute or pledges you make, God surely knows it. 

jjj nudhr [v. n.] the act of warning (77:5-6) ‘j S'yx- Ijki 
Ij that which delivers a message to excuse or to warn. 

laij nadhir [n./act. part., pi. jij nudhur] 1 wamer, preacher/that 
which warns (25:1) fjiij (>>11411 (jjSjl (jli’jill Jjj (^ill ^Tjli 

exalted is He who has sent down the Differentiator to His servant 
that it/he may be to all beings a wamer 2 a warning (67:17) 
jjjj you will come to know what My warning means. 

"ffjut mundhir [n.; act. part., pi. ojj^ mundhirun] 1 warning, 
admonishing (79:45) > jii cjji 1.4ij you are only warning 

those who stand in awe of it 2 a warner (38:65) jii u! Uij 
[Prophet] say, 7 am but a warner. ’ 

jiii mundhar [pass, part., pi. oJJ^ mundharun] one who is 
warned or admonished (27:58) (jjjijldl 'jko «>Ua how dreadful that 
rain was for those who had been warned. 

t/-j/<b n-z-'’ to pull out, to strip off, to pull at; an archer; to incline, to 
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take after (a parent); to walk briskly, to strive; to desire; to 
exchange, to dispute, controversy. Of this root, five forms occur 
20 times in the Qur’an: naza^'a 10 times; yunazi‘^ once; 

tanaza^'a seven times; cjIc-jU nazi‘^at once and 
nazza’^atun once. 

naza‘'a a [v. trans.] 1 to pull out, to take out (7:108) Tjj 
tjjjJilill iUii ^ and he pulled out his hand and-lo!-it was 
white for the beholders 2 to remove (15:47) I> 
l!4 and We will remove from their hearts whatever rancour is 
therein 3 to withdraw, to take away, to abolish (11:9) Uai ‘c^j 
jjiS kij ku. ‘fi 44kj lio (jUiuVI how desperate and 

ungrateful man becomes when We let him taste Our mercy and 
then withdraw it from him 4 to sweep away, to tear away, to 
uproot (54:20) ^ Ju it sweeps people away, 

as if they were uprooted palm trunks 5 to peel off, to strip off 
(7:27) U<4^ stripping their garments off them 6 to 

select, to choose, to draw (28:75) I> li'jjj We will 

choose from every community a witness 7 to pluck out, to root out 
(19:69) -vSl "^1 >4 ^ then We will seize 

out of each group those who were most disobedient towards the 
Lord of Mercy. 

yundzi‘^ [imperf. of v. Ill trans. ndza‘'a] to dispute 
with, to contend with (22:67) ^ aijli Su so do not let them 

dispute this matter with you. 

^jUii tandza^'a [v. VI] I [intrans.] 1 to be at variance with one 
another, to fall into dispute with one another (8:46) I jUiia I V j 

and do not dispute [among yourselves], lest you fail 2 to debate, 
to differ with one another, to disagree (4:59) i ffy "(jli 

Jjlojlfj if you should dispute over something, refer it to God 

and the Messenger II [trans.] 1 to debate an issue, to discuss 
(18:21) J44u jj when they discussed their situation 

among themselves 2 to exchange, to pass [something] around, to 
share in a friendly manner (52:23) ll-li 144 therein, they 

pass around cups of wine. 

cjlijU ndzddt [pi. of fern. act. part. ndzdatun] those who 



strive, those who pull out, those who discard. In the single context 
in which this word occurs in the Qur’ an it is variously interpreted 
as the stars that rise and set regularly, the charging horses ridden 
in God’s cause, the archers who pull away in the cause of God, 
the souls that vie to achieve higher ranks, the angels that tear out 
the souls of the wicked and others. The context, however, may 
also he understood to refer to those who by actively seeking 
God’s pleasure manage to go from Tagging behind’ in their 
worship to being in the vanguard of the pious (79:1) lijc- pttjUirj 
by those pulling out forcefully, * cjli-jUll name of Sura 79, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Forceful Chargers". 

nazza^'atun [intens. fern. act. part.] one which resolutely 
tears away, plucks out (70:16) stripper of scalps (or, 

limbs). 

tl-j/ib n-z-gh jab, nudge, to poke someone (with a finger or a spear); 
to sow dissension, to incite hatred, to insinuate, to defame. Of this 
root, two forms occur six times in the Qur’an: j-'jj nazagha four 
times and nazgh twice. 

nazagha a I [v. intrans. with to sow dissension, to plant 
hatred (12:100) tj‘ ^ Satan 

sowed discord between me and my brothers II [v. trans.] to 
insinuate evil thoughts (7:200) j-jj if 

an evil prompting from Satan should touch you, seek refuge with 
God. 

nazgh [v. n.] act of insinuating evil in the hearts of people, 
planting evil thoughts (41:36) tfj if 

an evil prompting from Satan should touch you, seek refuge with 
God. 

'-“/j/O n-z-f haemorrhage, to bleed; to drain, to exhaust; (of drinks 
and arguments) to run out; to be intoxicated. Of this root, 
yunzaf occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

yunzaf [pass, imperf of v. nazafa] to be intoxicated. 



to be made drunk (also read as yunzifun, imperf. of v. IV 
Ui'jji '’anzafa, which can also mean to run out of drinks) (31:41) V 
bJ'ji '4^ Ij Jj^ 'ii? it neither impairs the reason nor are they 
therein intoxicated (or, run out of drinks). 

J/j/O n-z-l dwelling, habitat, to take up residence; hospitality, food 
offered to guests, provisions; to come down, to disembark, to 
bring down; flood, rain, stage, rank; combat, duel, to engage in 
combat; calamity; an attack of ill health, seizure. Of this root, 15 
forms occur 292 times in the Qur’an: Jjj nazala six times; Jjj 
nazzala 49 times; Jy nuzzila 13 times; Jjj? '’anzala 127 times; 
(Jjji '’unzila 55 times; Jjjj tanazzala seven times; nuzul eight 
times; ^Ijj nazlatun once; JjJu tanzll 15 times; JjIj- mandzil 
twice; Jji munazzil once; munazzal once; munzilun 

five times; J'ji munzal once and munzalun once. 

Jjj nazala i [v. intrans.] 1 to descend, to come down (57:4) U'j 

’^’Ju U'j fUUl Jjjj and that which descends from the sky and 
that which ascends to it 2 to alight, to befall (37:177) "f»«jUUu Jjj lili 
'jjjiidl '»Uia when it alights in their courtyard, how evil will 
be the morning of those who are warned 3 to descend from God, 
to be revealed (57:16) Jjj Uj 5UII jkil 'j \^\'^ 'jjiil jt 

'jx is it not time for those who believe that their hearts 
become humble to the remembrance of God and the truth that has 
been revealed? 4 [with prep. J to bring down, to come down with 
(26:193) ^ Jjj the Trustworthy Spirit came down with 

it. 

jjj nazzala [v. II trans.] 1 to bring down, to cause to descend 
(29:63) iU fUUl 'j- Jjj who causes water to fall down from the 
sky; * (7:71) jUaL. J- ^ <111 Jjj U they are merely an invention of 
humankind [lit. no authority from God has been revealed for 
them] 2 to dispatch, to send down (with something) (6:111) u! jTj 
^5U1I J^^jlj Ufjj even if We sent the angels down to them 3 to reveal 
(in instalments or succession) (3:3) JIUIj 'dlfc. Jjj step by 
step, He has sent down, to you [Prophet], the Book with the truth. 

jjj nuzzila [pass. v. II] 1 to be sent down, to be made to 
descend (25:25) iHjjjj ^IjUll Jjj'j and the angels are sent down, a 




grand descent 2 to be revealed (25:32) 514 5(4 Jjj Vjl 

if only the Qur’an had been sent down to him whole in one single 
revelation! 

Jjjl '’anzala [v. IV trans.] 1 to bring down, to cause to come 
down, to make fall (2:22) iU ^1411 Jjji'j and He brought down 
water from the sky 2 to send down, to dispatch (6:8) IsL "jij 
'jfl\ but had We sent an angel, the matter [of their 

destruction] would have been determined 3 to bestow upon, to 
engulf in (3:154) (iio 5ijU= 11.14 5l! '4II 4 44 Jjjf p then 

He caused peace/calm, after the sorrow, to descend upon you-a 
sleep which overtook a group of you 4 to reveal (5:49) (44 (411 Ji'j 
kill Jjj| 11 judge between them according to what God has 
revealed', *(12:40) ijllL. (> 14 H JjjiU they are merely an 
invention of humankind [lit. no authority from God has been 
revealed for them] 5 to facilitate, to grant, to provide (10:59) (itj 
ii’Jj I> ^ have you considered what provision God has 

provided for you? 6 to accommodate someone in an abode or in a 
certain rank, to cause to embark upon (23:29) is'jll V'jl t_.'j 
my Lord, grant me a blessed abode/situation/rank. 

"unzila [pass. v. IV] 1 to be sent down, to be dispatched 
(6:8) 44 Jjjl Vjl if only an angel had been sent down to him! 

2 to be revealed (5:83) Jjljll Jjjl U Ijll lilj and when they 
hear what has been revealed to the Messenger. 

Sya tanazzala [v. V intrans.] 1 to descend or come down in 
number and/or time after time (41:30) Vj I jail Vl 51541 (44 J'jl 
I jj'jlj the angels keep coming down to them [saying], ‘Do not 
fear, and do not sorrow’ 2 to be carried, to go through (65:12) 5111 
j44 cXj! Cy^j 4j^ God it is who 

created seven heavens and of the earth likewise-His command is 
carried throughout them 3 [with prep. —.] to bring down, to come 
down with (26:210) jllll 5 j ifjjj '4'j indeed, the devils had not 
been bringing it down. 

fynuzul [n.] 1 abode, place of residence, home (32:19) (41^ 
to them are the Gardens of abode, a home 2 
victuals, provisions (56:53-6) ^411 (> Jjlj'la jjl4^ 41 jjjlH 
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dljjCi 

ijj’J J41jj loA bjJj'-^ [they] will be filling their bellies 

with it, and drinking scalding water on top of it, lapping it like 
thirsty camels—these will be their provisions on the Day of 
Judgement. 

nazlatun [unit n.] an instance of descending, appearing or 
turning up, one time, once, occasion (53:13) ifj he 

saw him [lit. at another descent] again. 

Jj>u tanzTl I [v. n.] 1 the act of sending down (25:25) Jjjj 
5tj jjj and the angels are sent down, a grand descent 2 the 

act of revealing (76:23) SbjS JijSll hfjj Uj We, Ourselves, 
have revealed the Qur’an to you [Prophet] in [actual] revelation 
II [n.] a divine revelation, also a name given to the Qur’an 
(56:80) oidlidl Vj I> a Revelation from the Lord of all 
beings. 

Jjll« mandzil [pi. of n. Jjio manzil] stages, stations, phases 
(10:5) (Jjlio Qjj l5^ J* 

He it is who made the sun a shining radiance and the 
moon a light, and measured for it phases so that you could find 
out the number of years and how to calculate [thereby ]. 

munazzil [act. part, of v. 11] one who is certain to send 
down, cause to come down (5:115) Jli God said, 

7 will, indeed, send it down to you. ’ 

munazzal [pass. part, of v. 11] actually revealed or 
revealed in a succession (6:114) 4)u'j o- JjL ^ they 

know that it is sent down from your Lord with the truth. 

munzilun [pi. of act. part. Jji munzil of v. IV] 1 one 
who sends down, causes to descend (29:34) Ly. ^ 

fUUl rjkj and we will send a punishment from heaven 
down upon the people of this town 2 one who accommodates a 
guest, a host (12:59) 'u4j44i 'fijfi Sf! do you not 

see that I fill up the measure and I am the best of hosts? 

munzal I [v. n.; n. of place] the act of accommodating; an 
abode, place of alighting or descent; rank, position (23:29) Vj 

’fii. cjjij lijtL Tji my Lord, grant me a blessed 




abode/situation/rank (or, blissfully accommodate me): You are 
the best of all who grant abodes II [pass, part., pi. 
munzalun] those who are sent down, dispatehed (3:124) ‘j ‘^4)^ y! 
yjji )4 j'j "^12 will you not be satisfied if your 

Lord reinforces you with three thousand angels [specially] sent 
down [for you]? 

yiyICj n-s-'’ stiek, staff, to ehide, to drive hard (an animal), longevity, 
postponement, to protraet, to allow time to pay a debt; strongly 
intoxieating drink, to eause to forget. There is some overlap 
between this root and root n-s-y (q.v.) due to the alteration 

in Arabie between the semi-vowels w, y and glottal stop Id, 
indieative of dialeetieal variation or historieal sound ehange. 
Therefore, this root ineludes a variant reading, UU.uj nansa'’uhd, 
whieh oeeurs onee. Of this root, two forms oeeur onee eaeh in the 
Qur’an: nasr and stuV minsa^atun. 

tuii nansa'’ [imperf. of v. Lj nasa^’a, trans., a variant of imperf. 
V. nunsi] to make forget, to postpone, to defer (2:106) U 
l^ilo ji Jpj ptj uLii j! whatever revelation We abrogate 

or make [people] forget, We replace with a better or similar one. 

nasV [n.] postponement, transposition; adding, 
inereasing, intereolation. Common pre-Islamie praetiee (resulting 
mainly from using the lunar months) to: either (i) postpone the 
observanee of a saered month (during whieh war was a taboo) 
and substituting it with a non-saered one when the weather in a 
partieular year happened to be unsuitable for the aetivities 
preseribed for that month, e.g. warring, in partieular, and the 
annual pilgrimage, or (ii) add a ‘mini’ month every four lunar 
years in order to stay elose to the sun-based ealendar (see 
^al-Razi). This praetiee, whieh was in the hands of the powerful, 
threw into eonfusion the rhythm of life in Arabia and made it 
diffieult for ordinary people to know in advanee, as they should, 
when it would be safe to go about the business of earning their 
living, (see h-r-m) (9:37) yiil 50 (J Uj] 

kill U Sac. Ij4)=ryi i4lc. kiyj=>4j '^tc. 1 postponing (or, 

increasing) [sacred months] is, indeed, an excess in unbelief, by 





933 


which those who disbelieve are led astray-they allow it one year 
and forbid it another year in order to [merely] conform with the 
number of what [months] God has forbidden. 

minsa^’otun [n. of instrument] thick stick, cudgel, staff 
(34il4) kiLiio (jsti Vj Uo cJjA\ 1 nil!4a 

then, when We decreed death for him, nothing indicated to them 
his death but a creature of the earth gnawing his staff. 

n-s-b kinship, lineage, relationship through marriage, 
relative; to he equal, to he suitable, to match; a clearly-marked 
straight road. Of this root, two forms occur three times in the 
Qur’an: nasab twice and s-iUuji ^ansdb once. 

Liuu nasab [n., pi. ^’ansdb] lineage, paternal kinship, 

hlood relation (as opposed to sihr, relationship through 
marriage) (25:54) Ij^j Hl.u jAj and He it 

is who created from water a human being, then made him kin by 
blood and by marriage. 

0 ^ 1 0 n-s-kh to abrogate, to revoke, to remove, to invalidate, to 
substitute one thing for another; to copy, a copy, to seek to copy. 
Some scholars claim the word kdui nuskhatun is of Akkadian 
origin. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 

nasakha twice; jc-uL-l dstansakha once and nuskhatun 
once. 

nasakha a [v. trans.] 1 to abrogate, to revoke (2:106) U 
j! plj ji I> whatever revelation We abrogate 

or make [people] forget. We replace with a better or similar one 
2 to remove, to obliterate (22:52) 

God annuls what Satan insinuates and then God affirms His 
revelations. 

nit . .il dstansakha [v. X trans.] to seek to copy, to entrust 
someone to record, to note down exactly (45:29) lilk la* 

U ^ . j . iiu . ii lj£ Uj jkHj here is Our record speaking against 
you with truth—We have been recording what you were doing. 

nuskhatun [n.; pass, part.] transcription from an original. 



copy; transcribed materials (7:154) ^'jj ik! 

he picked up the Tablets, in the inscription of which were 
guidance and mercy. 

jl4 nasr [proper name occurring once in the Qur’an] eagle, vulture; 
pre-Islamic Arabian idol worshipped by the tribe of Hudhayl and 
said to have been in the shape of a vulture; the cult is thought to 
have come to Arabia from Syria and Babylonia (71:23) ‘fyu Sf Ijllij 
fjl-jj tijij'j li-ljL Vj \‘Sj [jjjj Vj they say [to each 

other], ‘Do not renounce your gods-do not renounce Wadd, 
Suwd’', Yaghuth, Ya’^uq or Nasr.’ 

^/o^/O n-s-f to obliterate, to erase, to scatter, to uproot, to cause to 
collapse; to sift, to sieve, to winnow. Of this root, three forms 
occur five times in the Qur’an: nasafa twice; nusifa once 

and na^/twice. 

<-£uu nasafa i [v. trans.] to pulverise, to eradicate, to scatter 
(20:97) U2u JJI ^ 4, iv . nii p we will grind it [into dust] and 
scatter it into the sea. 

i-iuu nusifa [pass, v.] to be pulverised, to be obliterated, to be 
uprooted, to be reduced to dust, to be scattered around (77:10) Ijj j 
when the mountains are turned to dust. 

LAaij nasf [v. n.] (the act of) obliterating, reducing to dust, 
scattering around (20:105) Uliu fc. 'dijjLfj they 

will ask you [Prophet] about the mountains: say, ‘[On that Day] 
my Lord will blast them to dust. ’ 

n-s-k green meadows; nuggets of gold and silver; sacrifice, 
ritual, act of worship; hermit, to live the life of an ascetic, to be 
pious. Of this root, four forms occur seven times in the Qur’an: 

ndsik once; nusuk twice; mansak twice and 
mandsik twice. 

ndsik [act. part.] one performing holy rites (22:67) 'y\ 

JJk Ud^for every community We have appointed acts of 
devotion for them to perform. 
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nusuk [coll, n.] 1 holy rites, rituals, acts of worship (6:162) 
[jAolUll Ljj 5 '^ ‘Ji my prayers, my acts of 

worship, my living and my dying are for God, Lord of all Beings 
2 sacrifice (2:196) jl ^ (jl5 ifes 

i^Lu j! if any of you is ill, or has an ailment of the scalp, [and 

thus is obliged to shave his head before the time], [he should 
effect] a compensation of fasting, or almsgiving, or offering 
sacrifice. 

'itSiuoA mansak [n., pi. manasik] act of worship, ritual; 

place where sacrifices are to be offered (2:128) lit tuj Ut-lio UJj 
show us our religious duties and accept our repentance. 

ijlu^/Ci n-s-l offspring, progeny, to beget, to give birth; (of hair or 
feathers) to fall out, fibrous waste; to move quickly, to ooze out. 
Of this root, two forms occur twice each in the Qur’an: lS^u yansil 
and Jti nasi. 

dui yansil [imperf. of v. J-u nasala, intrans.] to move swiftly, 
to speed up, to swarm out (36:51) "f^j (> they will 

swarm out to their Lord from their graves. 

Juu nasi [coll. n./v. n.] offspring, descendants (32:8) AJ2j 
ft ‘of. 3J511. ‘of. then He fashioned his descendants from an 
extraction of worthless fluid', *(2:205) ctuHj 211^ causes 
total destruction [lit. destroys crops and livestock]. 

n-s-w women, woman-like, pertaining to women; sciatica. In 
some works the roots j/a"/<j n-s-w and L^jo^jo n-s-y (q.v.) are 
classified together, suggesting, perhaps, another overlap between 
these two roots and root I/ch/l) n-s-'’ (q.v.). Of this root, two 
forms occur 59 times in the Qur’an: niswatun twice and »l-u 

nisck’ 57 times. 

niswatun [pi. of paucity, no sing.] some women, a few 
women (12:30) i'fM Jla'j some women of the city said. 

fluij nisd'’ [pL, no sing.] 1 women, womenfolk (3:42) 
dfedUll f Uj ffc. He has chosen you above all women of the worlds 
2 wives (4:129) fl2jll 'JL I jlici iy.jinu.n ‘ffj you will never be able 
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to deal equally between [your] wives] * fUill name of Sura 4, 
Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 1-35 
and 127-30 to legislation concerning "Women’. 

Lilo^lCi n-s-y lowly people, rubble; a forlorn thing, to forget, to 
abandon, to overlook, oblivion. There is an overlap between this 
root and roots S/ch/l) n-s-'’ and n-s-w (q.v.). Of this root, 

six forms occur 45 times in the Qur’an: nasiya 34 times; 

tunsd once; ^ansd seven times; nasy once; nasiyy 
once and mansiyy once. 

nasiya a [v. trans.] 1 to forget (18:61) they forgot 

their fish 2 to neglect, to overlook (2:237) V'j I js«j ‘J'j 

waiving [your right] is nearer to godliness, so do 
not neglect being generous towards one another 3 (particularly of 
God) to abandon, to leave someone to his/her own devices, to 
ignore, to forsake (9:67) they have forgotten God, so 

He has forsaken them. 

tunsd [imperf. pass, v.] to be forgotten, to be forsaken, to 
be ignored (20:126) difii 211jk Jli He will 

say, ‘This is how it is-you ignored Our revelations when they 
came to you, so likewise today you will be ignored. ’ 

‘’ansa [v. IV trans.] 1 to cause to forget (12:42) 
jS) but Satan made him forget to mention it to his master 2 to 
cause to abandon, to discard (2:106) pU ‘j U 

t^Jlo 144“ whatever revelation We abrogate or erase from 
memory. We replace with a better or similar one 3 to cause to 
neglect, to cause to be oblivious (59:19) <111 Ijlu ojilis Ijjjkj Vj 
do not be like those who neglect God and God causes 
them to be oblivious to [what is good for] their own souls. 

nasy [coll, n.] insignificant thing/s, things not worth 
remembering or bothering about (19:23) eaiSj 11* Jla ep 
ll-ux how I wish I had died before this and become a thing 
insignificant, completely forgotten. 

nasiyy [intens. act. part.] one given to forgetting (19:64) 
lljj 21 j'j (jlS U'j your Lord is never forgetful. 



mansiyy [pass, part.] something forgotten (19:23) ej- 
Ij-ux ejjS'j la* how I wish I had died before this and become 
a thing insignificant, completely forgotten. 

yij'lo n-sh-'’ the young, youth, young plants and animals, the young 
generations, the first hours of the night; to rise, to grow, to 
emerge, to come into being, to create, to initiate, to cause to grow, 
to raise from the dead; to glean information. Of this root, seven 
forms occur 28 times in the Qur’an: Ciul yunashsha'’ once; Ci! 
'’ansha^a 20 times; ndshb’atun once; sCii nash^atun three 
times; iU-jj '’inshd'’ once; munshb’un once and cjUi 

munsha^’dt once. 

Cii yunashsha" [imperf. pass. v. 11] to he raised, to be brought 
up, to be reared *(43:18) a little girl [lit. one who is 

brought up amidst [an abundance of] jewellery]. 

Liil "’ansha^’a [v. IV trans.] 1 to create, to fashion out (11:61) j* 
He brought you into being from the earth 2 to 
initiate, to give rise to (6:6) h"ja ulil j and We raised 

other generations after them 3 to make into, to transfigure, to 
transmute (23:14) lili. p U'jiaka 14Uic. liLi 

then we fashioned the lump of flesh into bones, then We clothed 
the bones with flesh, then We transformed him into a different 
creation/creature 4 to form, to shape, to build up (13:12) j* 

JISII LjUJJI la’ji. it is He who shows you the 

lightning, [inspiring] fear and hope and He forms the heavy 
rainclouds 5 to devise, to make (23:78) 'Judh\j ja'j 

sajiVl'j it is He who devised for you hearing, sight and hearts 6 to 
renew, to re-create (56:35) ^'J\ Ijjk \’J<$ [jAUlk! Uj We 

have created them anew, making them virginal, loving and of 
matching age. 

<i4iU ndshi^’atun [fern. act. part.] that which appears anew, that 
which occurs for the first time *(73:6) kpU variously 
interpreted as: prayers in the middle of the night, hours of the 
night spent in prayer, those who spend such hours in prayer, 
night prayers (or, those who perform such prayers) [lit. that 
which is initiated at night, such as the hours of the night, or 
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j/o^/O 

events taking place during the night]. 

SLiJ nash^’atun [v. n./unit n.] creation, initiation; a creation 
(56:62) sCil jiut jSTj you have already known the first 
creation. 

fUij) rinshd'’ [v. n.] the act of creating, initiation (56:35) Uj 
iUiij We have created them anew. 

munshriun [pi. of act. part, munshri] ones who 
initiate, produce, fashion (56:72) j.! is it 

you who have brought into being the tree [that serves as its fuel] 
or are We its creators? 

cjLii munsha^’ot [pi. of fern. pass. part. sLii munsha^’otun] 
constructed, initiated, raised aloft, hoisted up (55:24) jfj^l 

iJ cijLiidl among His signs are the ships [lit. the 
runners of the sea], constructed like floating mountains (or, 
sailing swiftly, like fluttering flags). 

j/o^/D n-sh-r scent, to waft; to sprout, to unfold, to come into leaf, 
to multiply; to announce, to publicise; to raise, to revive; to saw 
apart. Of this root, 11 forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: '_>ij 
nashara twice; j4j nushira once; ^anshara three times; 
^intashara three times; j4j nashr once; ndshirdt once; jj4j 

nushur five times; manshur twice; munashshar once; 
munsharln once and muntashir once. 

j2i4 nashara u [v. trans.] to spread out, to unfold (42:28) jAj 
l^kja U iu ‘of. cii^l Jji He it is who sends rain after 
they have lost hope, and [thereby] spreads His Mercy. 

j4u nushira [pass, v.] to be spread out, to be unfolded, to be 
made public (81:10) cij'j^u UikiJI lijj and when the records [of 
deeds] are spread open/made known. 

>ui ^anshara [v. IV trans.] 1 to raise from the dead, to 
resurrect (80:21-2) iU lij p kjdi AjU! p then He causes him to 
die and be buried; then when He wills. He will raise him up again 
2 to revive (43:11) ^ s'4j 50 hj4jU ji iU Jjj and the 

One Who sends water down from the sky in due measure, and so 
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j/cp/O 

We revive a dead land with it. 

dntashara [v. VIII intrans.] 1 to disperse, to go about 
one’s business (62:10) lili then, when 

the prayer has ended, disperse in the land 2 to multiply, to spread 
out in numbers (30:20) (jjj^ ‘j I>j 

and of His wonders is that He created you from dust, and lo, you 
became human beings, scattering [and multiplying], 

nashr [v.n.] the act of spreading out, unfolding, reviving 
(77:1—3) 1 la^)c. by the 

emissaries sent forth in swift succession, then violently storming, 
then scattering far and wide. 

ndshirdt [pi. of fern. act. part. ndshiratun] one that 
spreads out, unfolds, revives (77:1-3) j then scattering 

far and wide. 

jyiij nushur [v. n./n.] 1 rising from the dead; resurrection 
(35:9) .it) ^ ^ sUkoia lilklo ^1)^1 lJ2jI 

j^all God is He who sends forth the winds, and they 

raise up the clouds; then We drive them to a dead land, and We 
revive with [their rain] the earth after its death-such is the 
Resurrection 2 waking up, spreading out, going about one’s 
business (25:47) j*j 

He it is who made the night a covering for you, and sleep a rest, 
and made the day a [fresh] awakening. 

jyioA manshur [pass, part.] unfolded, spread open, made 
public (17:13) 'ff, ^ '^j^j and on the Day of 

Resurrection We shall bring out for him a record which he will 
find spread wide open. 

"judA munashshar [pass. part, of v. II] spread out, detailed, 
clearly spelled out (74:52) Ukl^ "j ^4^ Jj 

indeed, each one of them desires that he be brought scriptures 
unrolled [in front of him], 

Ciio^dt munsharm [pi. of pass. part, munshar] raised from 
the dead, resurrected (44:35) 'caj^ t>j i-j "(jj 

there is nothing beyond our one death: we will not be resurrected. 



muntashir [act. part, of v. VIII] one who scatters, spreads 
himself out or swarms (54:7)"_>Sji jfja. they 

emerge from the graves as if they were locusts spreading out. 

j/iJ'/O n-sh-z high ground, elevation, protrusion, to stand out, to be 
discordant, to be rebellious; to be perverted. Of this root, three 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: '’unshuz twice; 

^anshaza once and jyij nushuz twice. 

jAi) ^unshuz [imper. of v. jA nashaza] rise up, give up your 
place (58:11) I(_ji IjV.ii'i ^ lij 

IjjAU I jjAl Ji lij'j you who believe!-if it is said to you, ‘Make 
room!’ in assemblies, then make room, and God will make room 
for you, and if it is said, ‘Give up your seat! ’, then give up your 
seat. 

jAjj nunshiz [imperf. of v. IV jAl ^anshaza, trans.] to raise, to 
retrieve, to reassemble, to bring back to life (2:259) "jiarj 

Akl U jlAj UjAjj and look at the bones: [see] how We 
retrieve them and clothe them with flesh! 

nushuz [v. n.] [jur.] discordant behaviour towards a 
spouse, being contrary or antagonistic in dealing with a spouse 
(4:128) ji rjyij \!^ ijjj and if a woman 

fears/experiences from her husband antagonism, discord or 
alienation. 

n-sh-t a well with water high enough to draw, to draw water 
from such a well; energy, agility, to recover completely from 
illness; to pasture well, (of animals) to migrate from one location 
to another in search of pasture. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: iaA nasht and ndshitdt. 

laAj nasht [v. n.] the act of being energetic, highly spirited, 
brisk, in control (79:1-2) pliAUlIj tijc. plijUlIj by those 
pulling out forcefully and energetically gaining strength. 

cjUaAU ndshitdt [pi. of fern. act. part. ndshitatun] one 
acting briskly, energetically (79:1-2) LkA la"jc. pltjUlIj 

by those pulling out forcefully and energetically gaining strength. 
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^lo^/O n-s-b landmark; idol, altar; to erect, to set up a monument; 
to tire, to irritate; a trap, to trap; a base, a handle; part, share; in 
front of, opposite. Of this root, eight forms occur 32 times in the 
Qur’an: Hnsab once; s-u-oj nusiba once; nusb once; sjLaj 

nasab four times; nusub twice; LjU-ojf '’ansab once; 
nasib 21 times and nasibatun once. 

'’insab [imper. of v. nasaba, intrans.] be laborious, 
exert yourself, be constant (94:7) si-ojU lili when you have 
completed [one task] toil [in another], 

nusiba [pass, v.] to be installed, to be set up (88:19) (Jjj 
JUaJl and to the mountains [look and see] how they are 

erected. 

nusb [v. n./n.] weariness (38:41) 

Satan has afflicted me with weariness and suffering. 

Liuflj nasab [v. n./n.] tiredness, fatigue, exhaustion (18:62) 
liA Ujalj we have experienced, in this journeying of 

ours, fatigue. 

Ifjaj nusub [n., pi. ^anmb, pi. of n. 42 ^ naff or 

nifflb^ 1 idol (5:90) qx l>^j jj22Ij jUiJI t2J 

intoxicants, gambling, idols and divining arrows are 
abominations of the work of Satan 2 an altar-like stone upon 
which sacrifices were offered to idols in pre-Islamic Arabia (5:3) 
t-jLojll fflc. Uj U Vj and that which has been 

savaged by a beast of prey-save that which you [yourselves] have 
managed to slaughter while it was still alive—and anything 
sacrificed on idolatrous altars. 

naffl [n.] share, portion, part (4:7) ^Tjj r.iu . -»i fUillj 
(jjj'jaVfj (jrall jll and to the women a share of what [their] parents 
and nearest kinfolk leave. 

52-flU nasibatun [fern. act. part.] one working hard, constant, 
concerned, weary (88:3) fud toiling, weary (or, constant). 

n-s-t to listen, to lend an ear to, to accept advice; to be silent, 
to silence. Of this root, '’ansit, occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 
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do^lci 


'’ansit [imper. of v. IV '’ansata] listen, lend an ear, 
listen in silence (7:204) ijWl'j ^ I 'jj'j when the 

Qur’an is recited, give ear to it and listen in silence. 

C/o^/O n-s-h a needle, to patch up, to stitch up; rain falling on arid 
land, to quench the thirst of animals or land; purity, sincerity, 
sincere advisor; advice, counsel, to he good-hearted, to act in 
good faith. Of this root, five forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: 

nasaha five times; ^4^ nush once; ndsih once; 
ndsihun five times and ^ nasuh once. 

jy-aj nasaha a I [v. trans. with prep. J for emphasis] 1 to give 
good advice, to counsel (7:93) Jfj pSfUj "ii I 

have delivered to you the messages of my Lord and have done my 
best in advising you II [v. intrans.with prep. J] to act sincerely and 
faithfully, to he true (9:91) Jc. V j ^ V j ^ 

5 d j2jj 5 dl I jku-oj lij ^'ja. U V but there is no blame 

attached to the weak, the sick and those who have no means to 
spend, provided they are true to God and His Messenger. 

nush [v. n./n.] advice, admonishment (11:34) Vj 
"ij! cjj'J "(jj my advice will be of no use to you, much 
as I desire to give you good counsel. 

ndsih [act. part., pi. ndsihun] 1 one who gives 

advice or counsel (7:68) "ctij Ui'j and I am an honest 

adviser to you 2 one taking good care, one who takes the role of 
mentor (28:12) ^ kijilk) clL Jk! J* shall I 

guide you to the people of a household who could rear him for 
you and be to him [good] mentors? 

nasuh [quasi-act. part.] sincere, true (66:8) kdji 5011 I 
Ikjkti turn to God in sincere repentance. 

jIo^/O n-s-r flood channels leading into a valley, trihutaries of a 
river, rain falling on arid land; to aid, to assist in repelling an 
attack, helpers, disciples; to triumph; to become impregnable; to 
avenge oneself Philologists derive the word nasrdniyy 

from this root although it is more likely that the word is of Syriac 
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origin derived from the name of Jesus’ hometown, Nazareth 

Of this root, 16 forms oeeur 158 times in the Qur’an: 
nasara 45 times; yunsar 14 times; tanasara onee; 
^intasara seven times; ^istansara twiee; nasr 22 times; 

nasir three times; nasirun eight times; '’ansar 

11 times; j^-oj nasir 24 times; jjLoj- mansur onee; 
mansurun onee; muntasir twiee; muntasirun twiee; 

nasraniyy onee and nasara 14 times. 

nasara u [v. trans.] 1 to assist, to aid, to sueeour (3:160) bj 
Lillt 5li 4 JII if God helps you, no one can overcome you 

2 [with prep. i>] to deliver, to save, to reseue, to help someone 
against someone or something (21:77) I jjjS ajjJI (> iU'b-ajj 
IsUL and We delivered him from the people who rejected Our 
signs. 

yunsar [imperf. pass, v.] 1 to he assisted, to he given 
sueeour, to he aided (3:111) V p jUAl bjj even 

if they fight you, they will turn tail; then they will not be helped 2 
[with prep. i>] to be delivered, to be saved (23:65) I jjt?4 V 

bjj-ajj V Ua r/o riot cry out today-you will not be rescued from/by 
Us. 

tandsarun [imperf. v. VI, with the 2"^ person prefix j 
elided] to assist one another, to eome to one another’s reseue 
(37:25) V U why do you not now support each other? 

'’intasara [v. Vlll intrans.] to be vietorious, to defend 
oneself, to repel aggression; to avenge oneself (42:41) >^1 cy2j 
b- U 21aljla jkj there is no cause to act against 
anyone who defends himself after being wronged. 

dstansara [v. X trans.] to seek assistanee, to eall upon 
someone for help (28:18) and there 

he was, the one who had sought his help the day before, [again] 
crying out to him for help. 

nasr [v. n./n.] assistanee, sueeour, aid (8:72) cIj 

jbaall (jj’J but if they seek help from you in the cause of 
faith, it is your duty to provide assistance', * name of Sura 



110, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 
to God’s "Help". 

j-aU nasir [act. part., pi. nasirun and '’ansar] one 

giving assistance against an adversary (61:14) fdll 'J^\ 1 jjjk be 
God’s helpers', *(9:100) the Emigrants and the 

Helpers (the early Meccan Muslims who migrated from hostile 
Mecca to Yathrib-subsequently called Medina-and who became 
known as the Emigrants were well-received by the Medinan 
Muslims who became known as the Helpers). 

nasir [intens. act. part.] staunch supporter, unwavering 
helper (4:75) 41jll Ul L54-fj UJ appoint for 

us a protector from your side and appoint for us a helper from 
your side. 

jjLaLi mansur [pass, part., pi. mansurun] one who is 

aided, assisted (17:33) kij he is already aided [by God], 

muntasir [act. part., pi. ijjji-aaxo muntasirun] one capable 
of defending himself (18:43) 'cj^ U'j 5 dll cif ki Jf-^ ^ ^ [jb JJj 

he had no forces to help him other than God-he could not 
[even] help himself 

nasrdniyy [n., pi. nasdra] Christian (5:69) oiill [jj 
1 \ \ 1IjjIa 
[jjj'jk) Vj those who believe [in the Message of 

Islam[, the Jews, the Sabians and the Christians—all those who 
believe in God and the Last Day and do good deeds—there shall 
be no fear for them nor will they grieve. 

^/o^lO n-s-f half, to halve, middle; justice; to be of good 
countenance; veil; rivulet leading into a valley. Of this root, 
nisf occurs seven times in the Qur’ an. 

nw/[n.] half (73:20) 2£j [jj 

kajLLj [Prophet] your Lord knows that you 
[sometimes] stay up [praying] nearly two thirds of the night, and 
[sometimes] half the night, and [sometimes] a third of the night, 
as do a party of those with you. 
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n-s-y forehead, forelock, hair growing above the forehead, 
to plait hair, to grasp by the forehead; to disgrace someone; to 
control; the upper crust of society, to climb up. Of this root, two 
forms occur four times in the Qur’an: nasiyatun three times 

and jj nawasl once. 

nasiyatun [pi. nawasl] forelock (55:41) 

the guilty will be known by 
their distinguishing marks and will be seized by the forelocks and 
the feet, *(11:56) being in absolute control over it [lit. 

taking hold of its forelock]. 

til0^10 n-d-j to be cooked, to be done, to ripen, to mature, maturity, 
to be wise, to attain wisdom, to be overdue in giving birth. Of this 
root, nadija, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

5 ^ nadija a [v. intrans.] to be well cooked, to become tender 
through cooking (4:56) U'Jic. lijlk JJkUCiJ VikjVi Ulk as soon as 
their skins are cooked through, We will give them in exchange 
other skins. 

n-d-kh a drizzle, a gushing spring, a cascading spring, to 
spout water copiously. Of this root, nadddkhatdn, occurs 

once in the Qur’an. 

nadddkhatdn [dual of intens. act. part, naddakhatun 
k^\l:d] spouting, gushing, cascading (55:66) 
within them is a pair of cascading springs. 

^/o^/O n-d-d pile of things, bunches of fruit growing in rows over 
one another, layers of clouds, stack of stones; the family elders. 
Of this root, two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: 
nadid once and mandud twice. 

nadid [pass, part.] arranged in rows, stacked up on top of 
each other (50:10) ^ and palm trees, lofty 

and laden with fruit. 

jjlflLi mandud [pass, part.] 1 arranged in rows, clustered, piled 
up (56:29) and clustered acacia 2 sequenced, one after 
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the other (11:82) ljjk.‘rj and we rained 

upon it stones of baked clay, layer after layer. 

j/o^/O n-d-r pure gold, good living; lushness, verdure, freshness, 
good looks; the upper crust of the society; purity. Of this root, 
two forms occur three times in the Qur’an: nadratun twice 

and nadiratun once. 

nadratun [v. n.] freshness, radiance, glow (83:24) ^Ju 

s'jliaj jkj you will recognise in their faces the radiance of 
bliss. 

s'j^U nadiratun [fern. act. part.] radiant, glowing, shining 
(75:22) jio’jj IJfj there will be radiant faces on that Day. 

n-t-h a horse with two white spots on the forehead 
(considered unlucky); to butt with horns; hardship, struggle. Of 
this root, natihatun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

natihatun [pass. part./n.] an animal stabbed or gored to 
death by horns (5:3) 50 jjiJ JaI l-j jjJ^' 

Akjhiirj sijaj^rj kajidA'j forbidden to you [for food] are 

unslaughtered dead [animals], blood, pigs’ meat, anything 
consecrated to other than God, [strangled] animals, victims of 
violent blows, [animals] killed by falling and [animals] gored to 
death. 

n-t-f unblemished pearl, drop of water, semen; the dregs at 
the bottom of a container; to smear, to slander, to become dirty; to 
seep. Of this root, nutfatun, occurs 12 times in the Qur’an. 

Aiki nutfatun [n.] a drop of fluid [semen/sperm] (36:77) j) 
iUSk u! (jtkVI can man not see that We created him from a 
drop of fluid? 

j/L/ii n-t-q belt, girdle, waist; speech, language, to speak, signal, to 
express oneself; living animal. Of this root, three forms occur 12 
times in the Qur’an: jik yantiq nine times; t^k! ^antaqa twice; 
and lik- mantiq once. 
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(jj^yantiq [imperf. of v. i3ki nataqa, intrans.] to speak (37:92) 
'tjjsiaai V U what is [the matter] with you [that] you don’t 
speak?', *(45:29) jLi testifies against you. 

jiaji ^antaqa [v. IV trans.] to cause to speak, to enable to 
speak, to give the faculty of speech to (41:21) 

God, who gave speech to everything, has given us speech. 

jlsLM mantiq [v. n./n.] speech, language, idiom (27:16) IjUt 
JjJJl we have been taught the speech of birds. 

j/^/Cj n-i-r eyesight, a sight, to look at, to glimpse, to see, to watch; 
evil eye; to contemplate; to compare, to debate, to be equal; to 
wait, to postpone, to delay; to expect, expectation. Of this root, 10 
forms occur 129 times in the Qur’an: jiu na^ara 87 times; 'fiJ 
'^an^ara six times; yun^arun six times; yantafr eight 

times; jka na^ar once; ndfrun five times; Sjk-h ndfratun 

twice; na^ratun twice; Cijj^ mun^arun six times and 
muntafrun six times. 

jiaj naiara u I [v. intrans.] 1 to look on, to watch impassively 
(2:50) 6f-‘3 Uajc-I'j and We drowned Pharaoh’s 

people while you looked on 2 to look at (7:198) 

'qJj^ 'i j and you may observe them looking at you, but they 
do not see 3 [with prep. (^] to examine, to scrutinise (37:88) 

^ s'jku then he took a [careful scrutinising] look at the stars 
II [v. trans] 1 to consider, to contemplate (59:18) U 
ail and let [every] soul consider carefully what it sends ahead for 
tomorrow 2 to look (out) for, to await, to wait for (47:18) 

‘J ^llill Vj do they look for [anything] but the 

Hour that will come upon them suddenly? 3 to see, to ascertain, to 
evaluate (27:27) cwplill we will ascertain 

whether you have told the truth, or if you are one of the liars 4 to 
see to find out, to discover (27:41) Ijji 

'ojdlij V (jjjll (> disguise her throne for her, that we see whether 
she finds guidance or will be one of those who do not find it. 

jka ^an^ara [v. IV trans.] to delay, to grant respite (38:79) Vj 
'ijfidd my Lord, grant me respite until the Day they 




shall be resurrected. 

C^jj^M-yun^arun [pass, imperf.] to be granted respite, to be 
reprieved, to be delayed (21:40) Uj'j ijj 

'djj^ Vj but it will come upon them suddenly, and it will 
stupefy them; so they will not be able to repel it nor shall they be 
granted respite. 

jlaji yanta^ir [imperf. v. VIII trans.] to wait for, to await 
( 10 : 102 ) [> Tjk Jw Vj do they wait but for 

the like of such days of [punishment as befell] those before them? 

jiaj na^ar [v. n./n.] the act of looking, beholding (47:20) 'dJJ^ 
P'jJI looking at you [Prophet] with the look 

of one fainting because of [the approach of] death. 

SjlaU nd^iratun [fern. act. part.; pi. of masc. act. part. 
nd^irun] 1 beholder, onlooker, one who sees (7:108) 

[jjjJiljll iUii and then he pulled out his hand and—lo—it was white 
for all to see 2 ones who contemplate (15:16) 14*4- 

Ulu'jj Ik JJi We have set constellations up in the sky and 
made them beautiful for those who contemplate [also: for the 
beholders] 3 one waiting for, awaiting (33:53) V I 
iUj (jjjkU jjc. Jkl 'cffi ‘J Vj CjJL Ijkk you who believe, 

do not enter the Prophet’s apartments, unless you are given 
permission for a meal, and without waiting for its time 4 one who 
sees, one who discovers, one who finds out (27:35) j 

[jjL'jkl s'jkUa 3 I 4 J but I am sending them a present, and I 

will see with what the envoys return. 

i'jaj na^ratun I [unit n.] a single glance, a look (37:88) jkja 
^ then he took a [careful] look at [scrutinising] the stars 
II [v. n.] the act of delaying, granting respite (2:280) ji Uj 
fjdd s'jkja fjkc- but if he [the debtor] is in strained financial 
circumstances, then [there should be] a delaying [of 
demands/repayment] until a time of ease. 

muniarun [pi. of pass. part, mun^ar] one granted 
respite, delayed (15:37) (> 41ili Jli He said, ‘You are one 

of those given respite. ’ 
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munta^irin [pi. of act. part, munta^ir] one who 
awaits (10:20) (> IjjJ^U ^ Lu^' the unseen 

belongs only to God, so wait—I am, with you, one of those waiting. 

female sheep, ewe, gazelle, mountain goat, antelope; 
woman, woman or camel with good colouring; fast camel. Of this 
root, two forms occur four times in the Qur’an: na^atun three 

times and ni‘'dj once. 

na^atun [n., pi. ni^'dj] a sheep, a ewe (38:24) oal 
Jjlu he has wronged you by demanding your ewe 
[to add] to his ewes. 

n-^'-s slumber, dozing off, drowsiness, to doze off; to beget 
lazy children. Of this root, nu’^ds, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

'iyijunu‘'ds [n.] slumber, sleepiness, drowsiness (8:11) jj 
’<u. ^1 [remember] when He caused slumber to overcome 
you as [a form of] peace/calm from Him. 

d^^lCin-’^-q entrance to desert rat’s burrow; croaking, bleating, 
gibberish, to scream, to shout at herds of goats and sheep, (all) 
living things. Of this root, ij^yan‘'iq, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Jjuj yanHq [imperf of v. [yu na’^aqa, intrans.] to cry out, to 
shout, to bleat, to croak (2:171) V Uj 'jji^ arjll 

ifajj itc.i Vj ^2,2 [calling to] those who disbelieve is like [the 
calling of one] who shrieks to a dumb animal [lit. one [a 
herdsman] calling to things that hear nothing but a shout and a 
cry]. 

J/g^/O n-‘'-l footwear, horseshoe, camelshoe, to have thick hard feet, 
to have hooves, to travel on foot, hard and stony piece of barren 
land; calamities. Of this root, 4122: na^'layka, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

(lyiki na^'layn [dual of n. J<j nad (a shoe or a pair of shoes)] a 
pair of shoes (20:12) prjjlj 4iij 41^ ^li 4£j u! I am 

your Lord, so take off [both] your shoes; you are in the sacred 




950 


?/£/0 


valley, Tuwa. 

cattle, ostrich; bounty, blessings, grace, good living, to 
enjoy life, to bestow favours; to flourish, to become verdant; to be 
soft and smooth. Of this root, 14 forms occur 144 times in the 
Qur’an: na‘'‘'ama once; j-u! ^an^'ama 17 times; naHmatun 

once; na’^matun twice; ni’^matun A1 times; ^ ni’^am once; 
JJui ■^an‘'um twice; sUmj na'^ma^ once; na‘'Im 17 times; ^ (1) 
na'^am once; ^an^'dm 32 times; ni'^ma 16 times; 
ni‘'immd twice and (2) na^m four times. 

^ na^'^ma [v. 11 trans.] to grant good living or a life of ease, 
to bless with comfort in this world (89:15) '4'j 'jj 
^ukj'j as for man, whenever his Lord, testing him, honours him 

and grants him ease of living. 

fjJi "’an'^ama [v. IV trans.] 1 to bestow (a favour), to grant (a 
blessing) (8:53) U ijc. <2«j \’J^ 'dL (jL tsUi 

that is because God would never change a favour He had 
conferred on a people until they [first] changed that which is 
within themselves 2 [with prep. Jc.] to bless (1:7) c2«iji (jiill i=rj^ 
the path of those You have blessed. 

ndHmatun [fern. act. part.] radiant, serene (88:8) Iffj 
some faces on that Day will be radiant. 

Ajij na’^matun [n.] pleasure, joy, good living, affluence (73:11) 
iJjAj and leave Me [to deal] with the deniers, 
the rich in the pleasures of good living. 

h^nLmatun I [n., pi. ^ ni‘'am and "’an^'um] favour, 
bounty (31:20) s'jAli and He has lavished 

upon you His bounties, [both] apparent and hidden II [coll, n.] 
favours, blessings, grace (16:18) U V ^ 1 jiu Ijj j if you 
tried to count God’s blessings, you could never take them all in 
III [V. n./n.] the act of bestowing favours (52:29) ciu! Ua "jkia 
V j ijaISj 'd[j so [Prophet] remind [all], for you are, by your 
Lord’s favouring you, neither a soothsayer nor a madman. 

fljuu na^’md'’ [n.] grace, favour, ease of living (11:10) sUail Ij4j 



awe? if We let him taste ease and plenty after a 
hardship that touched him. 

"^nalm [n.] bliss, grace, delight, happiness (52:17) ‘J 
^ those who were mindful of God are in Gardens and 
bliss', *(70:38) Paradise [lit. Gardens ofBliss^. 

'fdlna‘'am (1) [coll, n., pi. '’an‘'dm] cattle, livestock, 
domestic animals (5:95) \‘dd>d^ iiS [>j 

whoever of you kills it intentionally, the compensation is the 
equivalent of whatever livestock he has killed', * name of 
Sura 6, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verses 
136^7 to the "Livestock’. 

^ nPma [defective v. of praise followed by a def. n. as 
subject] ‘what a praiseworthy ...!’, ‘what a perfect...!’ (38:44) Uj 
iitll I'jjU-a ildddj We have surely found him steadfast-what an 
excellent servant! 

’Ca^nPimmd [compound unit of v. nPma + relat. U] ‘how 
praiseworthy!’ (2:271) Ij'iu [jj if you openly give 

charity, how praiseworthy it is ...! 

na^’am (2) [exclamation, affirm, particle of response] yes, 
yes indeed (7:44) I jlli lia. 'j 4j U ‘^ddj ‘so, have you 

found what your Lord promised you to be true?’-they will 
answer, ‘Yes. ’ 

o^ltl<b n-gh-d the joint that moves the shoulder, to move from one 
side to the other, to incline (one’s head), to move the head up and 
down. Of this root, df-^^yunghidun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

[jiaijj yunghid [imperf. pi. of v. IV ^anghada, trans.] to 
shake (the head) from one side to the other, to incline (17:51) 
jA 0 - 4 jij jij 4Ijlj then they will shake their heads 

at you and say, ‘When will it be ? ’ 

n-f-th to blow, to spit out, to puff out, to inspire, (of a snake) 
to inject (venom), (of a witch) to hiss an incantation. Of this root, 
cijl2Uj naffdthdt, occurs once in the Qur’an. 
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cjllii najfathat [pi. of intens. fem. act. part., nafathatun] 
ones who blows, exudes, hisses, or casts (a spell) *(113:4) pliUjll 
oteJI witches [lit. female blowers on knots]. 

n-f-h rennet; dose; touch; (of a scent) to waft about, pleasant 
smell; to make a present; to kick, to fend off. Of this root, 
nafhatun, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

nafhatun [unit n.] breath, touch, puff, breeze (21:46) ‘c^j 
'i£j yet if a [mere] breath of the chastisement of 

your Lord touches them. 

n-f-kh puff, to blow, to blow into, to breathe in, to inflate, 
bellows; haughtiness, arrogance. Of this root, three forms, occur 
20 times in the Qur’an: ^ nafakha eight times; ^ nufikha 11 
times and kLsj nafkhatun once. 

jii nafakha u I [v. trans.] to blow, to breathe into something 
(66:12) Ua-jj o- ^4 Uiija so We breathed into it of Our spirit II [v. 
intrans.] to blow (18:96) IjU 444-14 he said, ‘Blow!’- 

until he had made it a fire. 

nufikha [pass, v.] to be blown (39:68) jjloll the 

trumpet is blown. 

Aiij nafkhatun [unit n.] a single puff, a single blow, a single 
breath, a single blast (69:13) sV'j jjLJl ^ lili when the 
trumpet is sounded with one blast. 

n-f-d to run out, to vanish, to be depleted. Of this root, two 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: '4j nafida four times and iUj 
nafad once. 

nafida a [v. intrans.] to run out, to come to an end (18:109) 

cjUoK iiu "(ji 'jijl the ocean will run dry before the words 

of my Lord run out. 

jlij nafad [v. n.] running out, coming to an end (38:54) li* [j] 
jUj y U us jjl this is Our provision [for you]; there is no ending 
to it. 



n-f-dh vent, opening, exit, to go through, to penetrate; to carry 
out, arbitration. Of this root, iij nafadha, occurs three times in the 
Qur’ an. 

iijj yanfudh [imperf. of v. iaj nafadha, intrans. with prep. I>] to 
pass beyond, to break through, to pull away from (55:33) 

Vj 'ciJ^ V ijjiu jUi! o- ‘J pi ^iyij b^i 

(jUalLu members of jinn and humankind, if you can pass through 
the regions of heaven and earth, then pass-you will not pass 
except with an authority (‘scientific’ interpreters of the Qur’an 
see in this verse a prophecy foretelling space travel). 

j/lj/^ n-f-r group of between three and ten people, detachment, 
fighting group; to seek help, to call up, to rise to one’s duty; to 
scatter, to stampede, to flee; to alienate, to dislike, kind of debate 
between two men each trying to prove his own superiority over 
the other. Of this root, five forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: 'Jj 
nafara eight times; jii nafar three times; jjjj nufur five times; jj^ 
nafir once and i'jktLaL mustanfaratun once. 

jij nafara i [v. intrans.] to up and join a fighting army, to leave 
home to fight with the army (9:122) I it is 

not for the believers to go off to fight in their entirety. 

jij nafar [coll, n.] 1 a group of between three and ten people 
(72:l)b^rt>>^iyy ]^jl it has been revealed to me that a 
company of the jinn listened in [on a recitation of the Qur’an] 
2 people in general, followers, helpers, supporters, party (18:34) u! 
I'jij jc-tj VU tslio ’JM I am more than you in wealth, and mightier in 
[terms of] supporters. 

jjij nufur [v. n.] aversion, rejection, detestation (25:60) Uj I jHi 
Ijjij ‘^'jIjj U o2a.‘jll they say, ‘What is the Lord of 
Mercy? Should we bow down before anything you command?’ 
and your call increases their aversion. 

j# naflr [coll, n.] large group of people, detachment, host 
(17:6) Ijji jSkl "fiuijikj and We made you more in soldiery. 

Sjiliuw mustanfaratun [pass. part, of v. X 'jiaui.1 ^istanfara] 
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stampeded, caused to flee (74:50-1) I> eij'ja i'jjLoL "JA. 
as if they were stampeding wild asses, fleeing from a lion. 

OJtjutjCj n-f-s blood, life; breath, to breathe; (of soul, dawn or 
daylight) to break out, mind, the self, the psyche, discerning 
faculty, person, essence; the evil eye, to give the evil eye; to 
slacken, to release; precious, treasure, to treasure, to yearn for, to 
vie, to compete; to envy, to covet, to be sparing, to be niggardly. 
Of this root, six forms occur 298 times in the Qur’an: 
tanajfasa once; yatandfas once; mutandfisun once; 

nafs 140 times; jjj nufus twice and '’anfus 153 times. 

tanaffasa [v. V intrans.] to breathe out, to sigh gently; to 
show through, to break through (81:18) Iji JfHj 

by the night as it engulfs and the daylight as it breaks through. 

yatandfas [imperf. of v. VI tandfasa, intrans.] to 
vie, to compete; to strive, to aspire (83:26) 211 j 

so for that let the strivers strive. 

mutandfisun [pi. of act. part, mutandfis] one 

aspiring, competing, striving for (83:26) (jjLaUidl 211j so 

for that let the strivers strive. 

o-ij nafs [n., pi. jii nufus and pi. of paucity '^anfus] 
1 soul (31:28) ^j creating and 

resurrecting all of you is like [creating and resurrecting] only a 
single soul 2 an individual, a single human being, a person 
(5:32) Jiij llij cia "!> whoever kills a person-not in retribution 
for [the killing of] another 3 self (3:30) <111 God warns 

you [to beware] of Himself 4 the inner self, the mind, the heart, 
the conscience, the domain of one’s own introspection 
(33:37) and you hid in your heart what 

God would [later] reveal, *(39:53) I those who have 

been excessive [in sinning] against themselves', *(12:32) kijji'j u! 

‘cf- it is I who sought to seduce him', *(16:7) with 

extreme hardship [lit. with splinters of the soulf, *(9:118) v4 i r . ;i 
they fell into despair [lit. their souls became too 
constricted for them]', *(4:4) llij ku ‘cf- ^il 'cih they wish to 



give up some of it to you of their own accord. Note: assigning 
instances of nafs and its plurals in the Qur’anic text to only a 
single one of the four glosses above is often not possible or even 
desirable. This difficulty is particularly true of glosses 1 and 3. 
An example is verse (2:130) ^ Vj \ ‘cf- 

who but someone fooling himself/his soul would forsake the 
religion of Abraham? 

(ji/i-i/o n-f-sh wool, to tease out, to ruffle the feathers, to bristle up, 
to swell, to scatter over a large area. Some scholars attribute an 
Aramaic origin to the form if jh- manfush. Of this root, two forms 
occur once each in the Qur’an: o-ii nafasha and f manfush. 

(fij nafasha u [v. intrans.] to disperse, (of animals) to stray 
into a piece of land for grazing (21:78) f jj 'cf^j JjIjj 

^ 5 Ui eiiiij jj and [remember] David and Solomon, 

when they arbitrated regarding the field into which the sheep of 
some people strayed [by night[ to graze. 

manfush [pass, part.] teased out, rarefied, carded, tufted 
(101:5) "oj^j and the mountains will be like 

carded wool. 

n-f-'" benefit, use, advantage, to be useful, to make use of; 
walking stick, dealers in walking sticks. Of this root, three forms 
occur 50 times in the Qur’an: ^ nafa’^a 31; ^ naf 11 times and 
yiio mandfi^' eight times. 

^ nafa’^a a I [v. intrans.] 1 to be of use, to be of help (87:9) 
p»ij ]jj "jSji so remind, if reminding will (or, may) be of help 
2 to be acceptable (34:23) ^ ^ Vj 

intercession will not be acceptable to Him, except through the 
one to whom He gives permission II [v. trans.] to benefit (2:164) 
(jiUll ^ 14 j jkjll if and the ships that sail the seas 

for what benefits humankind. 

^ naf [v. n.] benefit (10:49) U liij Sfj ai.! V 

I do not control any harm or benefit that comes to me, except as 
God wills. 



956 


jMo 


manafi^' [pi. of n. manfa’^atun] 1 benefits (2:219) 

^UU yij-'j pj there is great sin in both, though also some 
benefit for people 2 interests, concerns, business (22:28) I j-4^ 
IjjSjjj "f4^ to attend to business of theirs and to 
pronounce God’s Name 3 uses, utilities, benefits (57:25) UTjjij 
^UU yiij 10.1 ^ and We sent down iron, which has 

great strength and uses for mankind. 

n-f-q a desert rat’s tunnel, (of a desert rat) to go into one 
tunnel entrance and come out of another; (of an animal) to die; to 
find a good market, to become depleted; to spend, to donate for a 
good cause, to support one’s family. Of this root, 10 forms occur 
111 times in the Qur’an: ndfaqa twice; lib! '’anfaqa 68 times; 

^ nafaqatun twice; ejlaii nafaqdt once; ijUjj ^infdq once; 
munfiqun once; jUj nifdq three times; mundfiqun 27 times; 
eijbilio mundfiqdt five times and jb nafaq once. 

Jill ^anfaqa [v. IV trans.] 1 to spend (money) (18:42) LiK 

jbl U so he began to wring his hands over what he had 

spent on it 2 to donate, to contribute, to give alms (2:270) Jbsbl U'j 
’djdi [jli jb ‘fi jb j! fab whatever alms you donate or 
pledges you make, God surely knows it. 

c3^U nafaqa [v. Ill trans., no object] to act hypocritically 
(3:166) I jaab (jjbl JJkbj and in order to mark out those who have 
been acting hypocritically. 

^ nafaqatun [n., pi. eijbb nafaqdt] charitable expenditure, 
donation, alms (9:121) Vj bbj Vj ijxf, fj ^ 

J 41 bbS and they do not contribute donations either great or small, 
or traverse a valley, without it being recorded to them. 

jlij) ^infdq [v. n.] the act of spending money (17:100) Jbjl ji 
jlbVI JbkbbSf bj f^j ijSrji. (jjkjbi if you possessed the 
treasures of the mercy of my Lord, you would become tight-fisted 
for fear of spending. 

munfiqun [pi. of act. part, jbli munfiq] ones who spend 
money in the way of God, donors (3:17) objlall j [jjaplloll'j (jjjjllall 
jUbVb (jjjaiiibirj those who are steadfast, truthful, truly 
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devout, who spend [in God’s cause] and those praying for 
forgiveness in the small hours of the night. 

jUj nifdq [v. n.; n.] hypocrisy, acting hypocritically (9:97) 
liUjj fjik 111 the desert Arabs are excessive in disbelief and 

hypocrisy. 

mundfiqun [pi. of (jali mundfiq\ fern. pi. djliili 
mundfiqdt] hypocrites (57:13) (jjjU (jjailill Jja) J."jj on 

the Day both male and female hypocrites will say to those who 
believed', * name of Sura 63, Medinan sura, so-named 

because of the reference in verses 1-8 to the "Hypocrites’. 

(jij nafaq [n.] tunnel, passage through the earth (6:35) (jj^ 
UxL ji ‘if riV'h'u.il then if you can seek a 

tunnel into the ground or a ladder into the sky. 

n-f-l spoils of war, assistance, defence of others; extras, to 
give more than that due. Of this root, two forms occur twice each 
in the Qur’an: JUji ^anfdl and ndfilatun. 

Jliji ^anfdl [pi. of n. cij ruifl] interpreted mainly as either spoils 
of war or good work over and above what is required by duty or 
obligation (8:1) ^ JUjVl they question 

you [Prophet] about the spoils of war-say, ‘The spoils of war 
belong to God and the Messenger’-, * JUjVl name of Sura 8, 
Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 1 to the 
"Spoils of War’. 

nafdatun [n.] 1 charitable or pious work beyond what is 
commanded, largesse (17:79) dH 5 U [>j and [in some 

part] of the night, pray, as an extra offering of your own 2 
grandson (in one interpretation of 21:72) pU tilk!.] 4 J Uja jj 
Ulaik and We gave him Isaac and Jacob as offspring 
[also in another interpretation: gifts], and made each of them 
righteous. 

n-f-w garbage, dregs; to eject, to exile, to dismiss, to set 
aside, to blow away, to exile; to deny, to disown. Of this root, ijP 
yunfaw, occurs once in the Qur’an. 



yunfa [pass, imperf. of v. nafa\ to be exiled, to be 
banished (5:33) 't> Tjiu j! or they will be banished from the 

land. 


^/i^On-q-b perforation on a eamel’s hooves; to pieree, to dig, to 
dig up; to seareh; nature, disposition, good eharaeter, good deeds; 
ehief; veil, to wear a veil. Of this root, three forms oeeur onee 
eaeh in the Qur’an: L-iaj naqqaba\ 4^^ naqb and naqib. 

naqqaba [v. II intrans.] to seareh high and low, to wander 
all over the earth (50:36) "u- J* AJI 1 jia so they searched 

throughout the land; [have they found] any escape? 

Ljii naqb [v. n.] the aet of making a hole, piereing; preaehing 
(18:97) Uaj ^ I jLILL.1 Uj I‘j I jLLLlol Ui so they could not scale 
it, nor could they pierce it. 

naqib [n.] leader, ehief, ehieftain (5:12) hjkjj 

and out of them We appointed twelve leaders. 

j/j/o n-q-dh to eseape, to save, to reseue, to deliver, to retrieve, a 
horse taken from the enemy. Of this root, three forms oeeur five 
times in the Qur’an: jai! '’anqadha three times; iiu yunqadh onee 
and yastanqidh onee. 

^anqadha [v. IV trans.] 1 to spare, to proteet from (3:103) 
‘^iajU jloll ijL till ijs^ jiikj and you were on the brink of a 
pit of Fire and Fie saved you from it 2 to bail (someone) out, to 
free, to release (39:19) jUll ciM can you [Prophet] 

rescue those [already] in the Fire? 

jSjj yunqadh [imperf pass, of v. IV] to be saved, to be reseued 
(36:43) 'Ij "f4i ^ "(4^bjj and if We willed, We 

would drown them, and there would be no help for them, and they 
would not be rescued. 

yastanqidh [imperf of v. X dstanqadha, trans.] to 
retrieve, to reeover (22:73) kw iV louS LiUiS ‘ifj and if 
the flies robbed them of something, they could not rescue it from 
them. 
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jjiilOn-q-r puddle, small hole in a date-stone; bird’s beak; click 
with the tongue or fingers; to chisel, to pierce; to abuse, 
infighting; to select; trumpet, horn. Of this root, three forms occur 
four times in the Qur’an: 'Jj nuqira once; jj^ naqir twice and jjaU 
naqur once. 

^ nuqira [pass, of v. naqara] (of a horn or trumpet) to be 
blown, to be sounded (74:8) jjaUll lili when the Trumpet is 
sounded. 

naqir [n.] a minute recess on a date-stone (4:53) 'oy’Ji V Iili 
Iji if so, then they would not give to people [so much as] the 
groove on a date-stone. 

jjSU ndqiir [n. of instrument] trumpet, horn (74:8) Ju lila 
jjalill when the Trumpet [heralding the Resurrection, (cf.) 
"al-surj is sounded. 

u^/j/O n-q-s to decrease, to diminish, loss; to disparage; weakness 
in the mind, shortcomings, faults. Of this root, four forms occur 
10 times in the Qur’an: tanqus six times; yunqas once; 

naqs twice and (>=jit- manqus once. 

naqasa u I [v. trans.] 1 to shorten, to reduce, to lessen 
(21:44) h? 'cijJi do they not see that 

We visit the land and diminish it at its edges? (the reference here 
is traditionally taken to be to the steady shrinking of the land 
under the control of the unbelievers at the time of the Prophet; 
‘contemporary scientific’ interpreters of the Qur’an, however, see 
in this verse a reference to the geographical fact that the Earth’s 
sphere looks as if it has been clipped at the edges) 2 to consume, 
to dismember (50:4) ’o^ 1- '44=- We know what the 

earth consumes of them II [v. doubly trans.] to short-change, to 
give less than is due, to leave wanting, to leave short of (9:4) p 
144 and they have not fallen short in anything [that is due 

to you]. 

yunqas [imperf pass, v.] to be lessened, to be reduced 
(35:11) Vj ’o^ JdL "!> Uj no person is 

granted longevity nor is aught taken away from his life-span, but 
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it is in a Record/Book. 

naqs [v. n./n.] the act of reducing, diminishing, loss 
(2:155) pljillj piVlj 't> 

fis^ 

We will certainly test you with a measure of fear and hunger, and 
reduction of property, lives and crops. 

manqus [pass, part.] that which is diminished, reduced 
(11:109) 0 -=ja'j^ hj j We will certainly give to them 
their share undiminished. 

(j^/j/O n-q-d to annul, to dismantle, to revoke, to violate, to dispute 
with; contrary, opposite; to overburden, to weaken. Of this root, 
three forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: naqada six times; 

'’anqada once and naqd twice. 

naqada u [v. trans.] to unravel, to undo, to annul, to 
revoke (16:92) ISli! fja iu IjjjSj Vj do not be 

like a woman who unravels her yam into fibres, after it has 
become strong, [falling thus into complete disintegration/losing 
your unity]. 

0^1 '’anqada [v. IV trans.] to overburden, to weigh down 
(94:2-3) 'dkjjj 21 k. and We removed from 

you the burden that weighed heavily on you [lit. weighed down 
your back]. 

naqd [v. n.] the act of revoking, violating, breaking (a 
covenant or treaty) (4:155) 5 dll pUh and so 

for breaking their pledge and rejecting God’s revelations. 

£./j /0 n-q-‘’ stagnant water, swamp, quagmire, (of water) to collect, 
to soak, to quench one’s thirst; dust storm, (of dust) to rise and 
float, to raise one’s voice and shout, to turn pale from fright or 
sickness. Of this root, ^ naq‘’, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

^ ruiq‘’ [n.] clouds of dust (100:3^) U4j 5 U JjSti 
[the chargers] raiding at dawn and raising clouds of dust. 

n-q-m punishment, denial, resentment, hatred, vengeance, to 



punish, to deny, to dislike, to reproaeh, to loathe, to take revenge. 
Of this root, four forms oeeur 17 times in the Qur’an: J»aj naqama 
four times; ^intaqama six times; ^intiqam four times and 
muntaqimun three times. 

^ naqama i [v. intrans.] to resent, to disapprove of, to loathe 
(5:59) ‘(ji d* do you disapprove of us for any 

reason other than that we believe in God? 

Hntaqama [v. VIII intrans.] to punish, to take to task for, 
to take revenge, to take retribution; to exaet a penalty (5:95) I>j 
kio <111 J.auja jtc. but whoever relapses, God will exact the penalty 
from him. 

^intiqam [v. n./n.] punishment, retribution (39:37) 
jiyu is God not Almighty and capable of retribution? 

muntaqimun [pi. of. aet. part. muntaqim] ones 
inflieting punishment, taking to task, exaeting retribution (32:22) 
Uj We shall inflict retribution on the guilty. 

n-k-b wind that brings no rain, disastrous wind, to be afflieted 
by disaster; the shoulder joint, disease that affliets the joint, to 
veer off, to turn away from. Of this root, two forms oeeur onee 
eaeh in the Qur’an: (jjlSlj ndkibun and mandkib. 

ndkibun [pi. of aet. part. ndkib] one who veers away, 
a deviator, one who goes astray (23:74) 7 ojill ‘cIj 

(jjjSUl iaI'J-all and those who do not believe in the Hereafter will 
certainly veer ojf the Path. 

LjSlii mandkib [pi. of n. mankib] shoulder joints, 

whereabouts or regions (of the earth), traets (of the earth) (67:15) 
j Ijku Vjii ^ jA it is He who has made the 

earth stable for you-travel its regions. 

n-k-th to untwist yam, to undo what has been done, to go 
back on an agreement, to renege on a promise, to violate an oath; 
great crisis. Of this root, two forms occur seven times in the 
Qur’an: ejSj nakatha six times and ejl4j| ^ankdth once. 
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nakatha u [v. trans.] to break an agreement, to go back on 
a promise, to break one’s word (43:50) 14 UiiS Ilia 

tjjjSLi but when We removed from them the torment, they went 
back on their word. 

liiUjj ^ankdth [pi. of n. ciSj nikth] untwisted pieces of yam (a 
state of complete disarray, complete disintegration) (16:92) Sf j 
IjUjI s‘ja iij [jx I jjjSj do not be like a woman who 

unravels her yam into fibres, after it has become strong, [falling 
thus into complete disintegration/losing your unity], 

n-k-h to marry, to be married, to give in matrimony; to 
fornicate, fornication; to drench the land (with rain), to be 
overcome (by sleep). Of this root, four forms occur 23 times in 
the Qur’an: ^ nakaha 14 times; '’ankaha three times; 
dstankaha once and nikdh four times. 

nakaha i [v. trans.] 1 to wed, to marry someone (4:22) Vj 
fUjll ^ U I do not marry any of the women that 

your fathers married 2 (possibly, in an interpretation of 24:3) to 
fornicate, to copulate with, to have intercourse with Vj ^ V jll 
"AfrL "J frj Vj rgk5ij y jl the adulterer only 

fornicates with an adulteress or an idolatress, and the adultress 
only fornicates with an adulterer or an idolater. 

'’unkiha [imperf. v. IV] I [trans.] to marry off, to enable to 
marry, to facilitate the marriage of (24:32) Ij marry 

off the single among you II [doubly trans.] to give to someone in 
marriage (28:27) ‘J / wish to give you 

in marriage one of these two daughters of mine. 

dstankaha [v. X trans.] to seek to marry, to desire to 
marry (33:50) ‘j '4'J ]jj if the Prophet wishes to seek 

her in marriage. 

nikah [n.] marriage (also marriage cost) (24:33) t 
lkl£j 'oj4h let those who are unable to afford marriage keep 
chaste. 

n-k-d bad luck, strained circumstances; to be niggardly, to 





deny assistance; (of she-camels) to fail to give birth to living 
young; (of land) to fail to grow plants. Of this root, iSj nakid, 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jSj nakid [quasi-act. part.] sickly, scanty, miserable, stunted, 
poorly (7 1 58) V ilui. kiUj t .ijh' l ilillj as 

for the good land, its vegetation comes out by the will of its Lord, 
but from that which has become corrupt it comes out only 
scantily. 

j/Sj^n-k-r hardship, serious matters; cunning; to be discerning; 
denial, to disown; to dispute with, fighting; to be ignorant of 
something, to fail to recognise, to refuse to acknowledge; to seek 
to clarify; to censure, to blame; detestable, abominable, 
loathsome. Of this root, 11 forms (in addition to a variant reading, 

nukira) occur 37 times in the Qur’an: 'j$j nakira once; jij 
nakkara once; 'jd\ '’ankara three times; jkj nukr three times; jb 
nukur once; jj$j nakir five times; jkj| ^ankar once; s'jSi 
munkiratun once; munkirun three times; jii munkar 16 

times and CijJ^ munkarun twice. 

nakira u [v. trans.] to be unable to recognise something or 
someone, to fail to place or identify, to be mystified (11:70) Ilia 
< 34 ^ "^ 4 ^ lw-’Jj V ijtj when he saw that their 

hands did not reach towards it [the food], he became doubtful 
about their identity and conceived a fear of them. 

nukira (variant reading ^ nukur) [pass, v.] to be denied (in 
a variant reading of verse 54:6) ^"4 J.jj the Day the 

Summoner will summon them to a denied event. 

jkj nakkara [v. II trans.] to disguise, to camouflage (27:41) Jli 

14 JI j’jkj he said, ‘Disguise her throne for her. ’ 

jdi yunkir [imperf v. IV, trans.] 1 to deny, to refuse to accept, 
to disclaim (13:36) 'LjdL 'jlu "ij- (>4 and of the factions 

there are some who deny parts of it 2 to ignore, to fail to 
acknowledge (16:83) they recognise God’s 

blessings, [but] then refuse to acknowledge them. 
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"jijnukr [v. n./quasi-pass. part.] 1 abominable (18:74) eui?. aal 
1 jSj you have committed an abominable thing 2 severe, 

beyond imagination, immeasurable in its severity, out of this 
world (18:87) fjij He will punish him [even more] 

severely. 

jkj nukur (variant reading nukira) [quasi-act. part.] horrific 
(54:6) jSj on a Day the Summoner will summon 

them to a horrific event. 

naklr [v. n.; n.] 1 denying ; denial (42:47) U 

jjSj U'j you will have no refuge on that Day, and there will 
be no denying [your sins] 2 [with T' pers. sing. pron. suffix i 
elided in the following verse] punishment (22:44) p cjjLU 

j4$j [jlS UuSa [4^^^ I gave the disbelievers time, but in the end I 
took them to task—how [awesome] was My punishment! 

’jd '’ankar [elat.] uglier/the ugliest; more/most 
offensive (31:19) 'jd ‘dfor the ugliest of all 

sounds is the braying of asses. 

C^JjLia munkirun [pi. of act. part. jSi munkir, fern. 
munkiratun] 1 those who deny (21:50) ^ are you going 

to deny it? 2 those who refuse to admit (16:22) V (jjilli 

s'jSi as for those who do not believe the life to come, their 
hearts refuse to admit [the truth] 3 those who fail to recognise or 
identify (12:58) 'ojfd ‘P'j ‘Pii'jxi ^ Ijkai and 

Joseph’s brothers came and entered before him; he recognised 
them while they were oblivious to his identity. 

"joA munkar I [pass, part.] 1 false, untrue, blameworthy (58:2) 

' jjjj J^ of (4-“) j indeed they utter blameworthy (or, 
abominable) words and a falsehood 2 [pi. munkarun] 

unrecognisable, unidentifiable, unknown (15:62) "if 

you are a strange [lit. unidentifiable) people II [n.] wickedness, 
abomination (5:79) ijlii ‘cf 'ffdd Sf Ijjli they did not prevent 
one another from any abomination they committed III [coll, n., 
with generic definite article Jl), j£idl ’al-munkar] what are 

commonly recognised, particularly from a religious standpoint, as 
wrong-doings, wrongs (in contrast to ■’aZ-maVu/, (q.v.)) 
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(3:104) jkkoll ijc. <^j ‘d^j 

and be a community (or, let there be from among you a party 
that) calls for good, (or, commands goodness), and forbids what 
is wrong. 

0^1 n-k-s to turn upside down, to turn down, to reverse, to hang 
one’s head in shame, to he weak; to relapse, degeneration. Of this 
root, three forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 'o4j nukisa\ 'o^ 
nakkasa and ndkisun. 

nukisa [pass, v.] to be caused to relapse, to be caused to 
revert, to be turned upside down *(21:65) ^ they 

went back to their stubbornness, became obstinate [lit. they were 
turned upside down on their heads). 

oii nakkasa [v. 11 trans.] to cause to reverse, to turn upside 
down (36:68) ’■C.^ kjdu [>'j he whom We bring into very 

old age We reverse him in constitution [from strength to 
weakness]. 

ndkisun [pi. of act. part. ndkis] those who bend 
something down *(32:12) hanging their heads [in 

shame]. 

o^/Sj^ n-k-s to withdraw, to reverse, to show reluctance, to recoil, 
to lose heart. Of this root, 'o^ nakasa, occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

\ye£d nakasa u [v. intrans.] to reverse, to retreat, to recoil 
(8:48) he turned on his heels. 

n-k-/to wipe tears from the cheek with one’s finger, to be 
disdainful, to snub, to loathe, to be haughty. Of this root, ^ 
dstankafa, occurs three times in the Qur’an. 

< aSitui) dstankafa [v. X intrans.] to become haughty, to disdain, 
to look down upon (4:172) fdl fit uSjii y the 

Messiah would never disdain to be a servant of God. 

n-k-l shackles, chains; to punish severely, to torture; to force 
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back, to rebel; to recoil, to evade, to be cowardly in the face of 
the enemy; courageous and experienced person. Of this root, 
three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: Jlijl '’ankal once; 
nakal three times and tankll once. 

Jlii ^ankdl [pi. of n. jkj nikl] shackles, fetters (73:12) li'i [j] 
j indeed, We have fetters and a blazing fire. 

JUj nakal [v. n.; n.] warning, lesson, example (2:66) VlSj Ulalj4j 
[jjaill Vntp'fkj tjiii. U'j 'ifL U1 so We made it a warning to those 
people who were there at the time and to those who came after 
them, and a lesson to those who are mindful of God. 

tankll [v. n.] punishment, retribution (4:84) ‘xtij Hot 1*51 j 
God is stronger in might and more terrible in punishment. 

jjUj namdriq [n., pi. of ^jUj numruqatuninimriqatun, a word of 
Persian origin occurring once in the Qur’an] cushion, form of 
saddle (88:15) ^ijjUjj and cushions set in rows. 

J^/O n-m-l ants; tips of the fingers; to invisibly mend a garment; to 
tell lies; to be restless, active person. Of this root, three forms 
occur four times in the Qur’an: naml twice; namlatun once 

and J-hi '’andmil once. 

^ namlatun [n., coll. n. naml] an ant (27:18) Jkc. Tjj! lij 

; >< ; i5r .. r * ' l jLjI ^ Cjili J J and as they approached the 

Valley of the Ants, one ant said. Ants!, Go into your homes’-, 
* name of Sura 27, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verses 18-9 to the ‘Ants’ in the story of Solomon. 

J-ul '’andmil [pi. of n. ^anmulatun] tips of the fingers 
*(3:119) 't> (J-hVl ^ f-Ac. they could not find an outlet for 

their rage at you [lit. they bite their fingertips in rage at you]. 

n-m-m louse ;slight, gentle sound; to show through, (of scent) 
to waft about; to disclose or betray a confidence, to spread 
malicious rumours, to slander, to sow dissension, slanderer, 
calumny. Of this root, ^ namlm, occurs once in the Qur’an. 
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^ namim [n.; v. n.] the act of sowing dissension, calumny, 
tale-bearing ( 68 : 11 ) jtl* a backbiter, slander-monger. 

b -nna [heavy niin of corroboration jjS yill ijjj)] (see b -n). 

n-h-j clear, open road, to pass through a clear road, to point 
out the way, to proceed; to breathe with difficulty; (of a garment) 
to become tattered. Of this root, minhdj, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

minhdj [n.] a path, a clearly marked road, a way of life 
(5:48) j ’r>4j5« hlaik to each of you We have assigned a 
law and a path. 

n-h-r river, stream, to strike water (in digging a well), to 
gush forth; daylight; to chase away, to rebuke. Of this root, four 
forms occur 113 times in the Qur’an: tanhar twice; nahar 

three times; ^anhdr 51 times and nahar 57 times. 

tanhar [imperf of v. trans. 'j«j nahara] to repulse, to chide, 
to rebuke, to drive away (93:10) Su Ji'Ul and do not chide 
the one who asks for help. 

ruihar I [n., pi. '’anhdr] 1 river (13:3) b^jSfl i jAj 
144 Jjikj it is He who spread out the earth and set on 
it firm mountains and rivers 2 a spring or a stream of sweet, 
running water (18:33) UjLij ku cLd'^ IjK 

\"fij both gardens produced their [proper] yield, and did not hold 
back any [due part] of it; and We made a stream flow through 
them II [coll, n.] rivers, sweet, running waters (54:54) bj 

j^jj pUi. the righteous will be among gardens and rivers. 

jlfj nahar [n.] daytime, the period between dawn and dusk 
(the opposite of lIJ layl, q.v.) (10:67) ^ IjjSlul l54- lsP j* 

'jipil j He it is who made the night for you to rest in and the 
day giving [you] sight. 

n-h-w goal, end, termination; to end, to restrain, to forbid, to 
abstain; to inform, to relate to; mind, discerning power, reason. 
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Of this root, eight forms occur 56 times in the Qur’an: naha 

24 times; nuhiya eight times; yatanahawn once; 

'’intaha 16 times; oj*'-' nahiin once; nuha twice; muntaha 
three times and muntahun once. 

^ naha a [v. trans.] 1 to forhid, to prohibit (7:22) ‘^\ 

ukjj did I not forbid you from that tree? 2 to restrain, to 
suppress, to hold back, to stop (79:40) ffj UiU-1> d'j 

fc. and as for anyone who feared the meeting with his Lord 
and restrained himself from whimisical desires 3 to restrain from, 
to ward off, to warn against (11:116) jiJ I> ijjJ& Tjii 
i^Ji\ pUill if only there had been, among the 

generations before your time, people with a remnant [of good 
traditions] to ward against corruption on the earth! 

nuhiya [pass, v.] to be forbidden to, to be prohibited from 
(4:161) ki. I ja'j Ij’jll and their taking usury when they had 
been forbidden it. 

yAUiu yatandhd [imperf. of v. VI (_saUj tandhd, intrans.] to 
forbid one another from, to prevent one another from, to restrain 
one another from doing (5:79) ijl»i jSi (jjAlji V I jjli they did 
not prevent one another from any abomination they committed. 

'’intahd [v. Vlll intrans.] to desist, to cease, to hold back, 
to abstain, to stop (8:38) aa U "jaii ‘ijj if they desist 
[from their unbelief] their past will be forgiven. 

nahiin [pi. of act. part. ndhi] ones who forbid, ones 
who denounce an action as forbidden, ones who admonish against 
doing (9:112) jkjUl j those who command 

goodness and forbid what is wrong. 

nuha [n.] reasoning faculty, comprehension, discernment 
(20:54) tjfLf! ‘q\ in this there are truly signs for 

those possessing reason. 

muntaha [v. n.; n. of place or time] ending, coming to an 
end; place of ending, a terminus or limit; time of ending, a term, a 
fixed term (79:42^) Ul'jki eiii! 'jd ^ id 

4£'j they ask you [Prophet[ about the Hour: ‘When will it 



arrive?’, [but] what [knowledge] do you have of it that you can 
tell them? (or, why should they ask such a question? You [the 
Prophet] are [there for them to see as[ one of its signs)-[known 
only] to your Lord is its time (timing; terminal/ending)', *(53:14) 
s'jV the Lote tree of maximum limit (see sidratun) 

muntahun [pi. of act. part. muntahl] one who 

desists, stops, ceases action, refrains (5:91) will you 

not desist! 

Vj/O n-w-’’ a star approaching its celestial setting point; to be 
weighed down with difficulties, to be strained by, or succumb 
under a heavy load; hostility. Of this root, i jjj tanu\ occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

tanu'’ [imperf of v. ncPa, intrans.] to weigh down, to 
strain, to overburden (28:76) <1^4 i jji ‘Ji U jjkll j 

fjill Jjl and We had given him such treasures that their keys 
would have weighed down a [whole] company of strong men. 

n-w-b affliction, a seizure, calamity; to visit, to deputise; to 
take turns, a shift; to go back, to revert, to repent. Of this root, 
three forms occur 18 times in the Qur’an: LjU! '’andba 11 times; 
munib five times and munibun twice. 

ljUS '’andba [v. IV intrans.] to go back, to repent, to turn (to 
God) (40:13) Lui I> Vj jkii Uj but only those who turn to God 
will take heed. 

Lui munib [act. part., pi. munibun] one who repents, one 
who turns (to God) (39:8) ^'j 14^ ‘o^ Ijjj when 

harm afflicts man, he calls to his Lord, turning to Him. 

C/j/O n-w-h to wail, to lament, (of wind, wolves and dogs) to howl; 
power; to swing, (of trees and mountains) to stand face-to-face. 
Although Arab philologists are aware of the Syriac origin of the 
proper noun Nuh, they include it under this root. Of this root, ^y 
Nuh, occurs 43 times in the Qur’an. 

Nuh [proper n.] Prophet Noah (cf Gen. V.29) (29:14) "iTj 
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jIjIo 

Vj ^ ^"js Ikjj UL."J We sent Noah out to 

his people, and he stayed among them for fifty years short of a 
thousand', * ^ jj name of Sura 71, Meccan sura, so-named because 
it is devoted to the story of ‘Noah’. 

The Qur’an devotes an entire sura to Noah (71). The Qur’anic 
account speaks of Noah as a prophet who called his people to 
God in vain for fifty years short of a millenium (29:14). Noah is 
unique amongst all other prophets in that he pleaded with God for 
the complete eradication of all unbelievers from the face of the 
earth when they failed to heed his message (71:26). In response, 
God ordered Noah to build the Ark, and sent down the Flood, 
commanding Noah to take on board a pair of every species, his 
household and the few who believed. After the Flood had 
subsided, having engulfed everything (including one of Noah’s 
son’s, who did not heed his call), the Ark came to settle upon 
Mount Judiyy (q.v.). 

j/j/O n-w-r light, to light, to shed light, to illuminate; to clarify, to 
become clear; guidance, to guide, to seek guidance, to enlighten, 
to gain insight; lantern, landmark; fire, to light fire; blossoms, to 
blossom, to bring forth flowers. Of this root, three forms occur 
194 times in the Qur’an: jU ndr 145 times; jjj nur 43 times and 
"jji munlr six times. 

jU ndr [n.] 1 fire (21:69) I'ijj jUU 125 but 

We said, ‘Fire, be coolness and peace for Abraham ’ 2 [ jl21 with 
def art.] the Fire, Hehfire (22:72) Uij jUll 
I JJS. (jjjll shall I tell you what is far worse than that?-the Fire that 
God has promised those who disbelieve! 

nur [n.] 1 light, illumination (71:16) l1*Aj Ijjj l54-j 

and Fie set the moon in them for a light and He set the 
sun for a lamp 2 guidance (4:174) ji'j o- a5 

Ijjj UTjjl'j people, a proof has come to you from your Lord 
and We have sent down to you a clear guidance', * jj2l name of 
Sura 24, Medinan sura, so-named because of the reference in 
verses 35 to God the ‘Light’ of Heaven and earth. 

munlr [act. part] lone giving light illuminating (25:61) 
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I'j^ Jkkj and placed in it a lantern and an 

illuminating moon 2 enlightening, guiding (31:20) I> t>j 
jji tjlj£ V'j is:^ V'j fJc- jjij among people there are 

the ones who argue about God, without knowledge or guidance 
or an enlightening book. 

0^1 jIo n-w-s human beings, to increase, to shake; to be blown about, 
to drive an animal; to slacken, to hang down; cobweb. In addition 
to deriving [jAj from this root (to move about), philologists derive 
it also from roots ^-n-s (to be sociable) and n-s-y (to 
be forgetful). Of this root, only nds occurs 240 times in the 
Qur’ an. 

^al-nds [with the def. art., coll, n.] 1 (contrasted to jinn 
(q.v.) and angels) humankind (22:75) 5lL.j ^11 

0^141 God chooses messengers from angels and humankind', 
(114:6) j t> [whither they be] from among the jinn or 
humankind', * name of Sura 114, Meccan sura, so-named 
because of the references throughout to "People" 2 people (4:1) 
IjSjI people, be mindful of your 

Lord, who created you from a single soul 3 a crowd (7:116) I 

they cast a spell on the eyes of the crowds and 
struck fear into them 4 those in question (12:46) (Jj ^’J 

that I might return [with the solution] to those who 
have sent me 5 others (4:142) tjkJs. I j^li I j!ola Ijjj 

(jiUll when they stand up to pray, they do so sluggishly, 
hypocritically [for show] in order to impress others 6 (contrasted 
to a particular group (3:174) 1 

those who were told by those around them that their 
enemy had amassed [a big army] against them 7 every one, ah 
and sundry (2:83) and speak words of kindness to 

everyone 8 those endowed with what ^al-Raghib calls the essence 
of humanity, the good, the humane (4:54) U ^js^ 'ijJddzL 
4 JII do they envy those to whom God has given some of His 

grace?! 

n-w-sh skirmish; to seize; to hang on to, to receive; to save; 
to come face-to-face with. Of this root, (jSjUj tandwush, occurs 
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0^1 jjO 


once in the Qur’an. 

lhjUj tandwush [v. n.] the act of attaining, reaching grasping, 
comprehending, embracing (34:52) "!> (jijUall lJj ^ 
oatj they will say, ‘Now we believe in it [the truth], ’ but how 
can they attain [to faith] from such a distant place? 

o^IjICj n-w-s escape, way out, place and time of escape, to flee; to 
ready oneself for action, to move, to pull; avoidance. Of this root, 
mands, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

"qAIa mands [v. n./n. of time or place] the act of escaping; 
refuge; place or time of escaping (38:3) Ijilji Jja UsiA'i 

tjji. cjVj how many a generation before them We have 
destroyed, so they cried out when there was no longer time to 
escape [also: a place to escape to, or no longer an opportunity to 
escape]. 

i3/j/0 n-w-q she-camel, to be elegant, to make dainty, to be of 
pleasant complexion; to cause to be amiable; to be selective. Of 
this root, ndqatun, occurs seven times in the Qur’an. 

ndqatun [n.] she-camel (11:64) 5 UII si* Uj my 

people, this is a she-camel of God; she is a sign for you. 

?/j/Cj n-w-m sleep, to lie down, to dream, to be lazy; to be 
insignificant; to abate. Of this root, three forms occur nine times 
in the Qur’an: "fjj nawm three times; nd^’imun twice and 
mandm four times. 

nawm [v. n.; n.] the act of sleeping, sleep (2:255) ^ V 

V'j neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. 

nd^’imun [pi. of act. part. nd^’im] ones who are asleep 
(68:19) j ^LLa a visitation from your Lord 

visited it while they were sleeping. 

mandm I [v. n.] the act of sleeping, the act of being asleep 
(30:23) q-j His wonders 

[also] include your sleeping and seeking His bounty by night and 



by day II [n.] dream (37:102) ^J\ ^'J\ my son, 

I have seen in the dream that I am slaying [sacrificing] you. 

Cj/j/Cj n-w-n fish; a correct word, word of wisdom; inkpot, the letter 
(jjj nun, to enunciate the sound jjj nun. oj^ nun meaning ‘fish’ is 
considered hy some scholars to he of Syriac origin. Of this root, 
ojj nun, occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

(Ijjj nun the grapheme which represents the harf or letter 
known as nun, constitutes the first word of the initial verse of 
Sura 68, jJall "the Pen’. It is variously interpreted, among other 
things, as meaning: inkpot (in harmony with ‘pen’ which comes 
immediately after in 68:1), ink, fish, a slate, an alternative name 
for the sura (Sura Nun) or, as authoritative opinion has it, one of 
the Mysterious Letters that appear at the beginning of a number 
of suras in the Qur’an (see jll ■’-/-r) (68:1-2) L'j j 

Nun, by the pen and all they write [with it] (this could be a 
reference to either the angels’ writing down of peoples’ deeds or 
to humans’ God-given ability of writing); *(21:87) ji (epithet 
of the Prophet Jonah) the one with the great fish', * name of 
Sura 68, Meccan sura, so-named because of the reference in verse 
1 to Nun. 

tanwln (see II under b- -n). 

n-w-y a fruit stone; home, to leave home; direction, intention, 
to intend, to determine. Of this root, isp nawd, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

jjj nawd [coll, n., sing, sl jj nawdtun] fruit stones, particularly 
those of the date (6:95) bj God it is who splits 

open the seed and the fruit stones. 

n-y-l gift, a favour bestowed, a gracious act conferred, 
benefit; to obtain, to enable to have, to let have; to reach; to harm, 
to bear upon, to insult. Of this root, two forms occur 12 times in 
the Qur’an: Jd^yandl 11 times and Ju nay I once. 

JUj yandl [imperf of v. JU ndla, trans.] 1 to obtain, to get hold 
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dli4lCi 

of, to lay one’s hands on (5:94) 

■^Uj'j God is sure to test you with some game your hands and 
spears [can] take 2 to include, to cover, to embrace (2:124) Jli V 
tjjJUill My pledge does not embrace the unjust 3 to reach 
(22:37) yijj IjSij tiyUp Vj Jli y it is neither their 

meat nor their blood but your piety that reaches God 4 to attain to 
(3:92) I jaffi ^ ‘jJI I jlljj y you will never attain [true] 

piety until you give out of what you cherish 5 to overtake (7:152) 
■^'j yo wrath from their Lord will overtake them 6 

[with prep. !>] to afflict, to inflict harm on, to insult (9:120) Vj 
;u [41 4^ !> 444 and they do not inflict any 

harm on an enemy without a good deed being recorded for them. 

Jjj nayl [v. n.] obtaining, the act of inflicting harm (9:120) Sf j 
59 44 Vj 514 44 y« 444 and they do not inflict harm 

on an enemy without a good deed being recorded for them. 



A/ha 


^al-ha'’ the twenty-sixth letter of the alphabet; it represents a 
voieeless glottal frieative sound. 

A— -h suffix oeeurring some 3326 times in the Qur’an and 
funetioning as: I pausal -h »U ‘the hd'’ of silenee’). It may 
oeeur as an extension to: 1 I’*' person sing, possessive suffix ^ -I, 
‘my’, kitdbl > kitdbiyah, emphasising the word itself and 
adding more emphasis by bringing rhyme and metrieal harmony 
between it and eorresponding words in adjaeent verses, as in the 
following four sueeessive verses (69:18-21) 

ViVlh liiii 

^ on that Day you will be exposed and none 

of your secrets will remain hidden; as for him who is given his 
Record in his right hand, he will say, ‘Here is my Record, read it; 
I knew I would meet my Reckoning’; and so he will have a 
pleasant life. The introduetion of the pausal -h at the end of 
> -ilts in (69:19) and in (69:20), in addition to 

affeeting rhyme with the preeeding ^U- khdfiyah in (69:18) and 
following radiyah in (69:20), lays partieular emphasis upon 
‘Reeord’ and ‘Reekoning’ as the two most important aspeets of 
the trial that will take plaee on the Day of Judgement 2 3'^'* person 
sing. fern, pronoun hiya, ‘she’ > hiyah, also lending 
emphasis to the eontextually important and bringing rhyme 
and metrieal harmony between it and eorresponding words in 
adjaeent verses, as in the following three sueeessive verses 
(101:9-11) jU ^ U U'j his final abode will be 

the Bottomless Pit; and how should you know what THAT is?! A 
blazing fire! II 3'^'* person sing. mase. attaehed personal pronoun 
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‘him’, ‘it’, suffixed to: a) a verb (36:69) Uj 

and We never taught him poetry or b) a participle (28:7) 't>» 

and making him one of the messengers III 3“ person sing, 
masc. possessive pronominal suffix (attached personal pronoun 
jx^), ‘his’, ‘its’, suffixed to: a) a noun (22:47) y 

i'ij God will not fail in His promise b) an adverb (23:91) ^ 1- 

yj i> there is no [other] god with Him or c) a preposition (9:108) 
Jl^j 5 Ui in it there are men. 3'^‘' person pronominals, as a rule, refer 
to previously mentioned or easily identifiable referents or 
antecedents. Absence of such referents is used, in the Qur’anic 
text, as a rhetorical device for drawing attention to particular parts 
of the discourse, as in the opening verse of Sura 80 ‘j Jkjij 

he frowned and turned away when the blind man came 
to him. With no discernible referent for the agent of the verb 
"abasa "he frowned’, the level of the readers’/listeners’ curiosity 
should be sufficiently raised to make them wish to know the 
details of the incident referred to in the Sura. Grammarians and 
commentators often state that in the Qur’an any 3'^'* person sing, 
masc. pronominal for which there is no explicit referent refers, as 
a rule, to ‘God’, as in an interpretation of verse (76:8) 'ofxxldj 
I jiji'j Uji'j \jdLu. fL and they give food, out of love for 

Him (or, in spite of their loving to eat it themselves) to the poor, 
the orphan and to [the freed] captive. 

U hd affix occurring 904 times in the Qur’an and functioning as: I 
attention-drawing particle ^jp-), interjection ‘look’, ‘there!’, 
‘this particular’, which is used to add emphasis or focus to one of 
the following: 1 [prefixally] independent pronouns 

e.g. ^antum > hd ^antum ‘here you are’, as in 
(3:119) Vj J '4 well here you arel-you love 

them, but they do not love you 2 [prefixally] adverb of place 
Ua hund > UaU hd hund ‘this very place’, as in (3:154) 

UaU Gk 14 j}i\ UJ if we had a say in the matter, we would 
not have been slain in this very place 3 [prefixally] 
demonstratives (SjUVl >1.2^,]) (see lj dhd), e.g. cjf tayni > yiU 
hdtayni ‘these two [fern.] in particular’, as in (28:27) ‘j lj yj 
yuU ‘yiil I wish to marry you to one of these two 




daughters of mine 4 [prefixally] preposition ka + demonstrative 
dha emphasising the similarity indicated hy kadha, or even 
dramatising it, as in (27:42) tsU'jc. (35*1 is your throne [in any way] 
like this one? 5 [suffixally] the vocative particle y ■’ayy, as in 
(24:31) t^jl 'jjjjj and all of you believers 

should turn to God II 3'^'^ person sing. fern, ohjectival suffix 
(attached personal pronoun jj^)), ‘her’, ‘it’, suffixed to: a 
verb (18:86) 2jjij U'4-j he Jbund it setting in a murky 

pool, a participle (17:58) Oi t* We would be tormenting 
it severely III 3'^‘' person sing. fern, possessive suffix (attached 
personal pronoun ji^), ‘her’, ‘its’, suffixed to a noun 

(18:33) it gave its yield; an adverh (18:86) U"ja Uit Vj 

he found a people by it; or a preposition (20:55) from it 

We created you IV hd^um (see alphabetically). 

hd^um [quasi-imper. v. {j^\ lW ^\) iU (hd^) + 2"'^ person pi. 
masc. j. (-um), occurring once in the Qur’an, used inter)ectionally] 
here!, look!, take! (69:19) Iji'jal J.yU Jjia o- Ilia 

as for the one who is given his Record in his right hand, he will 
say ‘Here is my Record!, read it! ’ 

pU hdti [imper. v. (no perf or imperf) occurring four times in the 
Qur’an] bring!, produce!, give! (27:64) cj Ijjt* 

bring forth your evidence, if you are truthful. 

cyjU hdtayn (see I j dhd and \a hd). 

IJA hddhd (see I j dhd and U hd). 

O'JA hddhdn (see \idhd and 1* hd). 

Hdrut [proper name, occurring once in the Qur’an] according 
to the majority of commentators, cj jjt* Hdrut together with cjjjU 
Mdrut (q.v.), were either two rebellious angels or two 
mischievous kings who practised sorcery in Babylon (2:102) tjSij 

djjjHj lIijjIa cJjII cJyj! 

but it was the devil who disobeyed, teaching people witchcraft 



and what was revealed in Babylon to the two angels (variant 
reading malikayn, two kings) Hdriit and Mdriit. 

Harm [proper name occurring 20 times in the Qur’an, a 
borrowing from Hebrew] Prophet Aaron, brother of Moses 
(28:34) UUl ja (jjjU j and my brother Aaron, he is far 

more eloquent than I in speech. Aaron is mentioned in the Qur’ an 
as Moses’ trusted supporter and helper, in the context that Moses 
requests from God that he provide him with a helper to support 
him in his struggle against Pharaoh (20:29). 

I jSA hakadhd [this word occurs once in the Qur’an] (see )j dhd and U 
ha). 

Hdmdn [(proper) noun occurring six times in the Qur’an. It is 
considered to be a Coptic borrowing related to the Egyptian God 
of Amon, most likely, according to Muhammad Asad, the 
designation ‘Ha-Amen’ given to every high priest of the 
Egyptian god of Amon (not to be confused with Persian Haman 
of the Old Testament), or possibly, according to other 
commentators, it is a proper noun] either the name of the chief aid 
to Pharaoh or the title of the high priest in Egypt at the time of 
Moses (Est. IILff.) (40:36) ^ J and 

Pharaoh said, ‘Hdmdn, build me a lofty tower. ’ 

UaU hdhund (see 1* hd and Ua hund). 

h-b-t to descend, to climb down; to come to a new place, to 
settle down in a new place; to cave in, to collapse; to abate, to 
decrease, to depreciate; to be humiliated. Of this root, Jai* habata 
occurs eight times in the Qur’an. 

Isp habata i [v. intrans.] 1 to go down, to descend (7:24) Jli 
jjja. jSjIA lA lPP IjIaAl He said, ‘Go 

down!, some of you enemies to the others; on earth you will have 
a place to stay and livelihood for a time’ 2 to disembark (11:48) 
lio fiLo iaAl JjS it was said, ‘Noah, disembark with peace 
from t/^’ 3 to relocate, to go to live or settle in a new place (2:61) 



U IP \’J^ I jL^I go into a town and there you will find 
what you have asked for 4 to cave in, to collapse, to fall down 
(2:74) iUl ^ ^41 I 4 I 0 (jjj SjUi^l qx (jjj 

14114v bj j for there are rocks from which streams 
gush forth, and others split so that water issues from them, and 
others cave in, in awe of God. 

j/Lj/_fc h-b-w dust floating in the air, dust particles visible in 
sunlight, mote, dust cloud; to swagger, to walk with conceit; to 
dissolve into nothing, to vanish into nothing, vain effort. Of this 
root, ilj* habd'’ occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

habd'’ [n.] fine dust, particles floating in the air (25:23) 
Ijj^ itjA iUJaij J24 ‘ijx. IjUc. 14 liaa'j and We will get to whatever 
[good] deeds they have done, and turn them to scattered dust. 

h-j-d to sleep in the night or in the latter part of the night; to 
stay awake at night; (of a camel) to rest the fore part of the neck 
upon the ground. Of this root, tahajjad occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

■. 44 J tahajjad [imper. of v. V '44^ tahajjada, intrans.] to 
perform voluntary prayers in the depths of night (17:79) lPI 't>j 
411 4jalj ^ and in some part of the night, pray, as an extra 
offering of your own [for your own benefit]. 

h-j-r to give up, to part company with, to abandon; to 
emigrate, to migrate; summer midday heat; bad or obscene 
language, to slander, to insult; custom, habit. Of this root, seven 
forms occur 31 times in the Qur’an: hajara five times: 'JfCn 

hdjara 16 times; hajr once; jjk44 mahjur once; j^l^^ muhdjir 
twice; cul ja-l^^ muhdjirdt once and ojj^^ muhdjirun five times. 

jaA hajara u [v. trans.] 1 to desert, to shun, to part company 
with, to forsake (74:5) j^li J^jlfj and shun all abominations 2 to 
leave alone, to avoid, to abstain from, to ignore (4:34) ‘oAj’jkArj 
and ignore them in bed 3 to speak ill of, to slander (23:67) 
driven by arrogance you spend the evening 
speaking ill of it [the Qur’an]. 
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jalA hajara [v. Ill, intrans.] to emigrate, to migrate (4:100) I>j 
5 dll and he who emigrates in the cause of God. 

hajr [v. n.] (the act of) parting company with someone, 
forsaking, boycotting, ignoring (73:10) (jjlja) U jc. 

and endure patiently what they say, and forsake them 
with a gracious forsaking. 

mahjur [pass, part.] forsaken, abandoned, deserted, 
shunned, neglected; abused, slandered, insulted (25:30) Jjl-jll Jlij 
I jjk^ 'Ji bj Vj'^ and the Messenger will say, ‘My 

Lord, my people have considered this Revelation as something of 
no consequence (or, something to be ignored, or, to be abused).’ 

muhdjir [act. part., pi. muhdjirun, fern. pi. 

muhdjirdt] migrant, emigrant, someone who migrates from their 
home/country (4:100) fdjk'jj 5011 50 u) I>j and 

whosoever leaves home migrating to God and His Messenger, 
* the Emigrants, the early Meccan men and women, 

Muslims who, because of the persecution to which they were 
subjected by the Quraysh, migrated from hostile Mecca to 
Yathrib-subsequently called Medina-and who became known as 
the Emigrants (cf. ^al-^ansdrf, (9:117) OjO jSI 

fjlOOl iJLu\ (jjill [jjj^t^kirj in His mercy God has 

turned to the Prophet, the Emigrants and the Helpers who 
followed him in the hour of adversity. 

h-j-^ part of the night; to sleep at night, to lie down 
peacefully at night; slumber; to abate; foolish person. Of this root, 
QjKdijyahja‘’un occurs once in the Qur’an. 

yahja‘’ [imperf. of v. intrans.] to sleep at night without 
any concerns (51:17) U 'jjlk little of the night 

would they [lie down] to sleep unconcerned. 

j/V—* h-d-d to pull down, to demolish; thud, thundering sound, 
devastating event; to frighten, to threaten. Of this root, ja hadd 
occurs once in the Qur’an. 

JA hadd [v. n.] crashing, crumbling to pieces (19:90) 



lisA JUaJl jijj Lp=jVi and [causing] the earth to split asunder, and 
the mountains to crumble to pieces. 

* h-d-m to wreck, to demolish; to commit murder; a grave; a 
tattered garment; to be in a rage. Of this root, huddima occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

huddima [pass. v. II] to be wrecked, to be pulled down, to 
be demolished (22i40) dil Vu . 'igl 

I'jj^ [many] monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques, 
where God’s name is much mentioned, would surely have been 
destroyed. 

h-d-h-d to coo, to murmur, to gently pat a baby to sleep; 
hoopoe. Of this root, jaja hudhud occurs once in the Qur’an. 

JAJA hudhud [n.] hoopoe (27:20) ^sj V U Jtia jill jaiij 
and he inspected the birds and said, ‘How come I do not see the 
hoopoe?’ 

h-d-y guide, vanguard, to guide, to rightly guide; to explain, 
to clarify; road; daylight; objective; piety; mode; manner; a 
present, to give a present; a sacrificial offering, to offer a 
sacrificial offering. Of this root, 11 forms occur 291 times in the 
Qur’an: hadd 114 times; hudiya four times; i/^yahiddl 

once; ^ihtadd 39 times; hadl 10 times; hudd 85 

times; '’ahdd seven times; muhtadl four times; 
muhtadun 18 times; hady seven times and hadiyyatun 
twice. 

isA hadd i [v. trans.] 1 to give the ability to know right from 
wrong, to give the ability to fend for onself, to instil the instinct 
for survival (20:50) \mj our Lord is He 

who gave everything its form then showed them how to find their 
way 2 to provide or offer guidance (41:17) I 

as for Thamud, We called them to guidance, but 
they preferred blindness over guidance 3 to guide to the right 
path (6:161) (_ylj Jij my Lord has guided me to 

a straight path 4 (of God) to lead to Paradise, to guide to ultimate 
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heavenly reward (7:43) Uro* 501 'iOJI I jllij jl^jVl 
with rivers flowing close to them and they say, ‘Praise be to God 
who guided us to this’ 5 [ironically] to lead someone or 
something (the wrong way) (22:4) 5 u4jj I> 

jjilOl those who take his side he leads astray and guides them to 
the sujfering of the blazing flame. 

JA hudiya [pass, v.] 1 to be shown the way (10:35) 

‘J Vj V ‘cfl\ ^ is someone who guides to the 

Truth more worthy to be followed, or someone who cannot find 
the way unless he himself is shown [the way]? 2 to be guided 
(3:101) (_ylj oaa 5410 ‘cflj and whoever holds fast 

to God will certainly be guided to a straight path. 

jja) hhtadd [v. Vlll, intrans.] 1 to use for guidance (6:97) j* j 
jOOlfj 1)41 pUOi. 1 J.jklll Jjik (^ill and He it is who made 

the stars for you to use for guidance through the darkness of land 
and sea 2 to seek guidance (2:53) OjI^I ^fl Ojjli jj'j 

and when We gave Moses the Scripture and the Criterion 
[of right and wrong] that you might seek guidance 3 to find 
guidance (3:20) Ij-OaI ^ 1 jioo! [jU so if they surrender [themselves 
to God[ they will have found guidance 4 to follow in the footsteps 
of the guided, to accept guidance (2:170) Jjji U I jkul i-!4 Ijj j 

Vj UuO (jjl^ V (jl4 jljl OtOh 1-yill 14 iJ) IjlO but 

when it is said to them, ‘Follow the message that God has sent 
down, ’ they answer, ‘We follow the ways of our fathers. ’ What!, 
even though their fathers neither understood anything nor 
followed in the footsteps of the guided? 5 to stay on the right 
course (20:82) cs-OaI ‘f 14411-^ CdFj 'cflWj LjO [>1 jUii yet I am 
Most Forgiving towards those who repent, believe, do righteous 
deeds and then stay on the right path. 

yahiddl/yahaddi [an assimilated form of imperf of v. 
Vlll, with prefix j elided, trans./intrans.] to guide someone; to 
manage to find guidance (10:35) ‘j Vj V [>1 or someone 
who cannot find the way unless he himself is shown [the way]. 

hadl I [act. part.] one guiding to the right path (27:81) U'j 
(^^1 ejji nor are you able to guide the blind out of 




their erroneous way II [n.] a guide, rescuer (25:31) UjU '^'y. 
and your Lord is a sufficient guide and helper. 

I 5 JA hudd I [v. n.] guiding, showing the right way (16:37) ‘jj 
7 if you are eager to guide 

them, [know that] God does not guide those who lead [others] 
astray [from the right way] II [n.] 1 news, information, directions 
(possibly in 20 : 10 ) js- ’J i.iu,uls. 

ij’A jUll stay here, I have perceived afire; maybe I will bring you 
a brand from it or find [guidance] directions there 2 spiritual 
guidance (3:73) fdll true guidance is the guidance of God 

3 the Revelation, the Qur’an (72:13) ■y; 'll hl'j and 

when we heard the Guidance we came to believe in it. 

jSiis '’ahdd [elat.] more/most guided (67:22) Jc. ‘yd 

5 ^kj is the one who stumbles and 
falls on his face better guided or the one who walks upright on a 
straight path? 

muhtadi [act. part, of v. Vlll, pi. oJ^ muhtadun] 1 one 
finding the way, one coming to a conclusion, one reaching the 
right decision (2:70) bj hjj lilc- ji 2 l bj all cows 

look alike to us but, God willing, we will reach the right decision 
2 one who follows someone’s path (43:22) U'j yl hj 

j'jfd we have found our fathers adhering to a tradition 

and we are following in their tracks 3 one who has found or 
accepted true guidance (57:26) "(4v jjj^j and some 

of them are rightly guided, but many of them are astray from 
righteousness. 

yjA hady [coll, n.] [jur.] offering brought to the Sacred 
Mosque in Mecca in accordance with the teachings (48:25) 'ojbl 
^ 4 “ [fk "b cfi. )>£jb-aj Ij’jiS they are the ones 

who disbelieved, and barred you from the Sacred Mosque, and 
[caused] the sacrificial offering [to be] detained [so as not] to 
reach its place of sacrifice. 

hadiyyatun [n.] gift (27:35) ififj but I am 

sending them a present. 
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v/j/—* h-r-b to escape, to flee, to desert; to seek refuge; refuge; 
fugitive; to disappear from sight; to become feeble. Of this root, 
Ljja harab occurs once in the Qur’an. 

Ljja harab [v. n.] fleeing, running away (72:12) y "J ljjk> hf'j 
UjA Ijij we know we can never frustrate 

God on earth; we can never frustrate Him [by] fleeing. 

Hdrut (see alphabetically). 

g^/j/—fc h-r-^" to go in haste, to hurry, haste, hasty, to walk briskly; to 
flow; a weak person. Of this root, yuhra^" occurs twice in the 
Qur’ an. 

yuhra^" [pass, imperf. v., no active form] to go in haste, to 
speed up (37:70) so they hastily follow in 

their footsteps. 

OjjIa Harm (see alphabetically). 

i/^—fc h-z-'’ to mock, to scorn, to ridicule, to sneer at, derision; to 
break; to perish, to cause death of cattle by allowing them to get 
too cold. Of this root four forms occur 34 times in the Qur’an: 

yastahzi^ 17 times; ^istuhzi^a four times; 

mustahzi^un twice and fjj* huzuwan 11 times. 

^ yastahzi^ [imperf. v. X, intrans., pass, hstuhzi^a] 

1 to scorn, to mock, to deride, to make fun of (3:30) I> U 
[jjjyiy ^ IjjlS Vj JjL'j not a messenger comes to them but that 
they make fun of him 2 (of God) to belittle, to have no regard for, 
to show (someone) up as foolish (2:14-15) I jlli yi I'jk lij j 

tsj^ [>j Uij Uj but when they are alone with 

their devils, they say, ‘We are really with you, we were only 
mocking’, God is making fools of them. 

mustahzi^’un [pi. of act. part. lsj«^ mustahzi'’] one 
who scorns, scoffs, derides, mocks (15:95) aiiik Uj 

indeed. We sufficed you against the mockers. 

huzuwan [v. n., variant reading lyj* huzu^’an] the act of 



mocking, scorning, deriding (45:35) Ijj* 

liill sl^l this is because you received God’s revelations 

with ridicule and were deluded by worldly life. 

J/J/—fc h-z-z shaking, vibrating, to swing; to walk briskly, (of God) 
to bring forth plants, (of barren land) to become alive; rumbling, 
quivering, trembling, commotion, movement. Of this root, two 
forms occur five times in the Qur’an: tsj* huzzT once and 
dhtazza four times. 

huzzi [fern, imper. of v. j* hazza, bans.] shake, rattle 
(19:25) 141=j and shake the trunk 

of the palm tree towards you, it will drop ripe dates upon you. 

jja) ^ihtazza [v. VIII, intrans.] 1 to shake, to quiver (28:31) ‘Jj 
rjj‘2o '4fj ‘And throw down your 

staff!’-when he saw it quivering like a snake/demon, he turned 
and ran away 2 to come to life, to stir, to perk up (22:5) ij'A'j 
^jj dmjlj ciujj dijikl »t211 soot* you 

perceive the earth lifeless, yet when We send down upon it water, 
it stirs and swells and puts forth vegetation of every joyous kind. 

J/j/—fc h-z-l to mock, to joke, to jest, to take lightly; to be thin, to be 
emaciated; to lose one’s cattle, to become impoverished. Of this 
root, JjA hazl occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

J> hazl [v. n./n.] jesting, idle talk (86:13-14) j* U'j "jjSi ksj 
Jj^Ij this, indeed, is a decisive statement; it is no idle discourse 
{ox, jesting matter). 

fc h-z-m lowland; crevice, dent, groove, crack; to defeat, to 
vanquish, to rob someone of his rights; roll of thunder; disaster, to 
kill; emaciated animals. Of this root, three forms occur once each 
in the Qur’an: fjA hazama\ ’^ffiyuhzam and fjf^mahzum. 

hazama i [v. bans., pass, imperf. v. J.'j« yuhzam] to defeat 
(2:251) cjjlta. ijl'j t.Saj 5011 pjO and so by God’s leave they 

defeated them and David killed Goliath. 

fjjSp mahzum [pass, part.] defeated, vanquished, put to flight 
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(38:11) 't> ^ jj^ t^UljA U ajk an inconsequential army of the 

alliance, defeatable. 

h-z-w (see i/j/-* h-z-"). 

h-sh-sh to be brittle; to be pliant, (of bread etc.) to be thin, 
to be soft; to be welcoming, to wear a welcoming smile; to drive 
away; to beat down tree leaves with a stick; a horse that perspires 
too much. Of this root, cji*! '’ahushshu occurs once in the Qur’an. 

0^1 '’ahushshu [imperf. of v. hashsha] to beat down tree 
leaves; to drive away, to restrain (20:18) 

he said, ‘It is my stajf; I lean on it and I beat 
down leaves with it for my sheep (or, 7 restrain my sheep with it).’ 

h-sh-m to break down, to crumble, to crack; to be frail, to be 
brittle; dry stalks, straw, dry herbage, land with dry, dead trees; 
lowlands. Of this root, hashlm occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

hashlm [quasi-pass, part.] dry herbage, dry vegetation, 
crumbling straw, dry stubble (18:45) UuS* so it 

becomes dry stubble that the winds blow away. 

h-d-m to digest; to deny someone his rights, to oppress; to 
cleave; to be slender, to be graceful, to be soft and ripe; to be 
encased; lowland. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the 
Qur’an: hadm and hadlm. 

hadm [v. n.] injustice, denial of one’s rights (20:112) o-j 

Vj UiiJi [>> jAj plkllloll Joki and whoever has 

done righteous deeds and believed, need have no fear of 
oppression nor of injustice. 

hadlm [quasi-pass, part.] variously interpreted as compact 
and soft, sweet and ripe, elegantly sheathed in delicate casing 
(26:148) ^jjjj and tilled fields and palm trees 

with sweet, ripe fruit/delicately formed fruit (or, with delicate 
pollen). 
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to come rushing in fear, to stretch the neck and head in 
agitation, to transfix the eyes in horror, to cower in fear; a wide 
road. Of this root, muhtiln occurs three times in the 

Qur’ an. 

muhti‘'m [pi. of act. part. muhti^ mindlessly 

rushing with outstretched necks, hastening in anxiety (54:8) 
Ija (jjjilHI Jj£ 04 * 14 ^ rushing with outstretched 

necks towards the Summoner, the disbelievers saying ‘This is a 
hard day. ’ 

JA hal [an interrogative particle preceding both nominal and verbal 
sentences. It occurs 93 times in the Qur’an and is used almost 
exclusively in rhetorical questions] ‘is it not?’, ‘do they not?’ 
(55:60) cJa shall the reward of goodness be 

[anything] other than goodness?! 

^161—h-l-" to be restless, to be anxious, to be fearful; to be mean, 
to be greedy, to become hungry; a cowardly person, dread, 
anxiety, fear; impatience; a fast-running she-camel. Of this root, 
^jIa halu^" occurs once in the Qur’an. 

halu^" [intens. act. part.] variously interpreted as greedy, 
given to anxiety, having a restless disposition, impatient, fickle 
(70:19) jii. bj indeed, man was created fickle, given to 
anxiety. 

h-l-k to die, to perish, to expire; to ruin; to harm, to consume, 
to spend; to lose one’s way; to run away fast; to apply oneself in 
earnest, to do one’s utmost. Of this root, nine forms occur 68 
times in the Qur’an: 4 Ua halaka five times; '’ahlaka 47 times; 
*4lAi ^uhlika four times; hdlik once; oj^'4 hdlikun once; 
muhlik three times; muhlikun three times; oj^ muhlakun 
once; d!i^ mahlik twice and tahlukatun once. 

halaka i [v. intrans.] 1 to die, to perish (4:176) 41Ia jj 
dikf klj iij H if someone dies childless, leaving a sister 2 to be 
lost, to come to an end, to vanish (69:29) 211* my power 

has gone from me. 




iiUA) ^ahlaka [v. IV trans., pass. v. ^’uhlika] 1 to cause to 
die, to make perish (45:24) Vj Ijkl^ U'j and nothing but time 
causes us to die 2 to destroy, to obliterate (15:4) Vj uk&l U'j 

and We did not destroy a single community except 
that it had a set time 3 to squander, to waste (90:6) Til VU cjk&i I 
have squandered great wealth 4 to put in danger (9:42) 

uijl-l ji fdHj and they will swear by God, 
‘Had we been able, we would have come out [to fight] with you, ’ 
thus they imperil their [own] souls. 

hdlik [act. part., pi. hdlikun] 1 one who meets with 
destruction, one who perishes or dies (12:85) 5 dllj 

'tjjSHill (jjSj j\ (jjSj by Godl-you will continue to 

remember/mention Joseph until you become extremely ill, or are 
of the dead 2 mortal, perishable (28:88) Vj '!Ma j* Vj V 

[for] there is no god but He; everything is perishable except 
His Face. 

muhlik [act. part., pi. muhlikun] one who destroys 

(28:59) iy Vjl-j J '4j 'jk Uj and 

your Lord would never destroy towns without first raising a 
messenger in its main city reciting Our messages to them. 

muhlakun [pi. of pass. part, muhlak] destroyed 
(23:48) 't> I jjl4a Ua and they called them both liars, so 

they became of the destroyed. 

4i^mahlik [v. n.; n. of place/time] perishing; destruction; 
place or time of destruction (27:49) 54 *! 411^ ^ 

then we will say to his next of kin, ‘We did not witness the 
destruction [also: the place or time of the destruction] of his 
household. ’ 

tahlukatun [v. n./n] destruction (2:195) V j ^ 

I jSii and spend in God’s cause: do not contribute to 
your destruction with your own hands (i.e., do not bring 
destruction upon yourselves). 

h-l-l new moon, (of the moon) to appear for the first time; 
(of the month) to start; crescent, crescent-shaped; to come forth; 



to exalt God, to invoke God’s name upon an animal at the 
moment of slaughter; (of the face) to lighten up, to show joy; (of 
clothes) to become tattered. Of this root, two forms occur five 
times in the Qur’an: Ja' '’uhilla four times and '’ahillatun once. 

JA) ^uhilla [pass, of v. IV with prep. J [jur.] to be offered 
sacrificially (2:173) 

He has only forbidden you animals not ritually slaughtered, 
blood, pig’s meat and [animals] that have been sacrificed to 
other than God. 

'’ahillatun [pi. of n. l6u hildl] new moon, the crescent 
moons (variously designated by philologists as the moon of either 
the first, the third or the seventh nights, along with that of the 
second night and the 26* and 27* nights), stages of the moon 
(2:189) Ja 21jjlL) they ask you 

[Prophet] about the crescent moons—say, ‘They show appointed 
times for people, and for the pilgrimage. ’ 

pA halumma [interjection, quasi-imper. v. used indeclinably and 
occurring twice in the Qur’an. It is said to consist of either 
attention-drawing particle \a ha + imper. v. p ‘gather’ or 
interrogative particle J* -i- perf v. ‘to intend, to go for’] I 
[intrans. with prep, (^i] come, come along (33:18) Aill JJki aa 

till ^ jjjhtaH'j God could take to task [lit. knows] the 

hinderers among you, and those who say to their brothers, 
‘Come, join us’ II [trans.] bring forward, produce (6:150) 
la* ^1 ‘J (jja^ (jjall J^l'a^i. produce your witnesses who testify 
that God has forbidden this. 

i»A hum 3'^'^ person pi. masc. pronoun, independent personal pronoun 
j,^) occurring 438 times in the Qur’an, ‘they’ (9:93) 
when they are rich. is also considered as an independent 
pronoun when preceded by emphatic la (ii’jil f!) (q.v.) (37:173) 
[jjalUll hik [jl'j and Our supporters, they are the ones who will 
be victorious. 

-hum -him in harmony with a preceding s i as in (7:186) 
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■^1^) 3^'^ person pi. masc. pronominal suffix, attached personal 
pronoun occurring 2389 times in the Qur’an and 

functioning as: I objectival pronominal suffix, ‘them’, suffixed to: 
a verb (7:186) "fAjjjj and He leaves them blundering 

about in their insolence', a participle (7:164) 
punishing them severely, the particle or one of its sisters (q.v.) 
(26:55) jjiuUJ 14 )4jjj indeed, they are enraging us', or a 
preposition (21:101) lio the ultimate goodness has 

already been granted to them II possessive pronominal suffix, 
‘theirs’, ‘of them’, suffixed to: a noun (17:99) ^44“ ‘j 
He is able to create the like of them', or an adverb (5:66) I> I jKS? 
they would have received provisions from above them. 

humd 3rd person dual masc./fern, pronoun, independent personal 
pronoun jj^) occurring once in the Qur’an, ‘they (two)’, 

‘the two of them’ (9:40) jUJI 14* jj when the two of them were 
in the cave. 

-humd (U* -himd in harmony with a preceding s III, as in 
(55:50) cfij^ in both of them there are two running 

springs) 3rd person dual masc./fem. pronominal suffix, attached 
personal pronoun ji^) occurring 124 times in the Qur’an 
and functioning as: I objectival pronominal suffix, ‘them both’, 
‘both of them’, suffixed to: a verb (37:115) 144-"jaj I^aI^Jj We 
saved them both and their people', the particle ‘d or one of its 
sisters (q.v.) (37:122) \d^\for both of them are of 

Our faithful servants', or a preposition (37:119) 14^^ 

and We left for them among later generations [a eulogy] II 
possessive pronominal, ‘(both) their’, ‘of them (both)’, suffixed 
to a noun (37:115) t4^j5j '4Al4j4jj We saved them both and their 
people. 

h-m-d silence, death, to die away, to die down, to abate; (of 
land) to be barren, to be lifeless, (of a garment) to fall to shreds. 
Of this root, s4ol4 hamidatan occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

54«Ia hamidatan [quasi-fem. act. part.] lifeless, barren, dead 
(22:5) j eiujj lIiJjaI >1411 44^4 I4jjl 1 iji s4oIa 
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and you perceive the earth lifeless, yet when We send down 
upon it water, it stirs and swells and puts forth vegetation of 
every joyous kind. 

j/j»/_fc h-m-r to pour down, to shed, a shower of rain, rain elouds; to 
talk too mueh, a talkative person; to give generously. Of this root, 
munhamir oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

munhamir [aet. part, of v. VII ^inhamara] pouring 
down profusely (54:11) '4=^ so We opened 

the gates of the sky with torrential water. 

h-m-z to prod, to poke, to push, to priek, to squeeze; to spur, 
to goad on; to insinuate, to inspire evil thoughts, to set people 
against one another, to baekhite. Of this root, three forms oecur 
onee eaeh in the Qur’an: humazatum, hammdz and cJi'jd, 

hamazdt. 

i'fiA humazatun [intens. quasi-aet. part.] one given to 
baekbiting, defamer, slander-monger (104:1) ifdifA Jij woe 
to every backbiting slanderer, * name of Sura 104, Meeean 
sura, so-named beeause of the referenee in verse I to the 
"Slander-monger’. 

hammdz [intens. aet. part.] one who baekbites, slanders or 
defames frequently or strongly (68:10-11) V j 

(.ltd and do not yield to any paltry swearer, backbiter or 
slander-monger. 

hamazdt [pi. of n. ifd hamzatun] aets of insinuating evil 
thoughts, evil promptings, goading (23:97) cd'jdt. 2L jjLf iJj 
(jjJaliill Lord, I take refuge in You from the goadings of the 
demons. 

ijMfrj—k h-m-s to whisper, to mumble, to mutter; to squeeze, to move 
stealthily. Of this root, awk hams oeeurs onee in the Qur’an. 

hams [v. n./n.] whispering, muttering, faint murmur 
(20:108) Idd Vj yiu 5\i cdddj voices will be hushed 

for the Lord of Mercy, so you will hear only whispering. 



h-m-m sorrow, anxiety, concern, to cause distress; 
importance, serious matter; errand, assignment; to go about one’s 
business, to fend for oneself; to intend to do, to be about to do; 
ability, high capability, highly accomplished and capable person; 
vermin, pest, reptiles, insects in general; to plot, to have bad 
designs; murmuring sounds, to melt down. Of this root, two 
forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: hamma eight times and 
pki '’ahamma once. 

hamma u [v. intrans] 1 to intend, to be on the point of doing 
(5:11) ‘J fja pi jj when a [certain] people were 

about to raise their hands against you 2 [with prep, j] to plot, to 
scheme (40:5) cldi'j each [of these 

communities[ schemed to seize their messenger 3 [with prep, j] to 
make for, to attempt (12:24) jU'j) J\'j ‘J Yf j 54 
and she made for him, and he would have taken her had he not 
seen the evidence of his Lord. 

^ahamma [v. IV, trans.] to cause to be mindful, to cause to 
have concerns, to cause to be anxious (3:154) ^Lh'j 

Jic. 5 dllj cind a group who were concerned [only] for 
themselves [lit. whose souls caused them concern], thinking of 
God [thoughts that were] contrary to the truth. 

^L»U human (see alphabetically). 

Cyd^muhaymin (see h-y-m-n) 

Ua hund [dem., occurring 10 times in the Qur’an and functioning as 
adv. of place SjUj ^1). In the Qur’anic text it occurs only 
prefixed by U 4id (q.v.) or suffixed by 411 -lika] I [prefixed by 
attention-drawing particle, U (q.v.), pointing to a near or 
immediate place (tjjjill 0^441 sjUj ^^1)] ‘this very place’ (3:154) "jl 
UaU UM U j1«Vi 'cy ui if we had a say in the matter, we 
would not have been defeated in this place II [suffixed by 411 -lika 
(consisting of 1 -i- 41) denoting a place or time far away in physical 
distance, rank and/or importance ijUjll J\ SjUj ^1)] 
1 [adv. of place] a) there, at that far away/terrible place, out there 



(25:13) Oj? ^M *Tj ‘^nd when they are 

thrown into a narrow place in it, chained [together], down there 
they will cry out for death b) in that decisive situation (18:44) 411LjA 
Uljj jA ^ in that difficult situation the 

[only] protection would be that of God, the True—He is best for 
[giving] rewards and best for [determining] outcomes', *(38:11) 
ailjA U ojk a non-existent army, an army of no importance!of no 
consequence [lit. not there] 2 [adv. of time] at that decisive 
moment (40:78) jkllj ’jJ lili when 

God’s command comes, just judgement will be passed and those 
who follow falsehood will there and then be lost. 

h-n-'’ benefits coming with no toil; to be healthy, (of food) to 
be wholesome, to feed, to give generously, to bring pleasure; to 
congratulate; (of animals) to graze well; to cover the skin of a 
camel with pitch. Of this root, hanTan occurs four times in 
the Qur’an. 

LLua hanTan [quasi-act. part., act./pass. part.] (of food and 
drink) pleasure-giving, enjoyable, wholesome, with pleasure 
(69:24) Ijjja IjiS eat and drink with enjoyment, *(4:4) i 

Ujjlo Ij4^ accept it with clear conscience [lit. eat it with enjoyment 
and good health]. 

0* hunna 3"^^ person pi. fern, pronoun, independent personal pronoun 
occurring seven times in the Qur’an, ‘they (fern.)’ 
(58:2) 0 * U they are not their mothers. 

0* -hunna ([> -hinna in harmony with a preceding s Hi, as in 
(17:44) l>j and all there is in them) 3rd person pi. 
fern, pronominal suffix, attached personal pronoun ji^) 
occurring 132 times in the Qur’an and functioning as: I objectival 
pronominal suffix, ‘them (fern.)’ suffixed to: a verb (4:19) U 
what you gave them', a verbal noun (2:233) 41 j 
and providing for them is incumbent upon the father, or a 
preposition (17:44) l>j and all there is in them II possessive 
pronominal suffix, ‘their (fern.)’, ‘of them (fern.)’, suffixed to a 
noun (2:233) ejr.i3iyirj and mothers shall suckle their 





children. 


^ huwa person sing. masc. pronoun, occurring 478 times in the 
Qur’an and functioning in two senses] 1 [independent personal 
pronoun ‘he’, ‘it’ (25:54) \j^ fUll (jk jAj 

and He it is who created from water a human being 2 [pronoun of 
the fact (tjkill or pronoun of the story (pronoun which 

anticipates a whole subsequent clause) ( 4 I 4 II ‘the fact is 

‘the situation is ...’ (in an interpretation of: 112:1) Ja-l iill j* 
the fact of the matter is: God is One. 

j/j/_fc h-w-d repentance, to mend one’s ways; to proceed gently and 
solemnly; to be indulgent, to be conciliatory, solemnity; to be a 
Jew, to be Jewish, Jewry; to sing, to intoxicate. Some 
philologists, however, consider it* hadd and j j— a hud (meaning to 
become Jewish) a borrowing from Hebrew. Of this root, two 
forms occur 21 times in the Qur’an: it* hada 11 times and ij* hud 
10 times. 

islA hada u [v. intrans.] 1 to be or become a Jew (6:146) 
jih I jiU and for those who are Jews We forbade 

every [animal] with claws 2 [with prep. <^j] to repent, to turn (to 
God) (7:156) Uoa Uj s>VI Jj lik J k liklj and 
ordain for us, in this world, good as well as in the life to come-we 
have turned to You. 

JjA hud (1) [coll, n.] the Jews, the Jewish people (2:111) y ^ jilij 
ji lijA (jk yo Vj ck-i and they [also] say, ‘None will 
enter Paradise except for those who are Jewish or Christian. ’ 

JjA Hud (2) [proper n.] Hud, the Prophet sent to the Arabian 
tribe of ‘'ad, possibly the Biblical Eber (Gen. X.24-5; XI.4ff) 
(7:65) i’Jic- k I> U Jli lij* fc. yij and to the 

people of ‘‘ad We sent their brother. Hud; he said, ‘My people, 
serve God, you have no god other than He’. The Qur’an speaks of 
Hud as a prophet who was sent to “ad, a tribe dwelling in the 
region of ‘’al-‘’ahqaf (q.v.) and residing in the magnificent town, 
“iram, which the Qur’an describes as a city of lofty pillars (89:7- 
8), whose like has never been built in the land. Hud called his 
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people to the worship of God alone, reminding them of His 
bounty to them. Their Story, recounted in Surat Hud, records their 
intransigence and describes how God destroyed them with a 
'storm-wind' which left their dwellings in ruins (Q. 46:21-25); 
* jj_A name of Sura 11, Meccan sura, so-named because of the 
reference in verses 50-60 to "Hud’. 

h-w-r to collapse, to crash down, to be weak; to pass away, 
to come to an end, death; to be reckless, to be rash; to endanger; 
to guess. Of this root, two forms occur once each in the Qur’an: 

^inhdra and jt* hdrl. 

dnhdra [v. VII, intrans.] to collapse, to crumble, to crash 
down (9:109) jU ^ ^ jU yjjk liS he 

founded his building upon the brink of a crumbling precipice, so 
it crashed down with him into the fire of Hell. 

igjja hdrl [act. part.] faltering, shaky, teetering, crumbly 
(9:109) jt* Hjk li,S 'qZI he founded his building upon the 

brink of a crumbling precipice. 

h-w-n humiliation, disgrace; to ridicule, to value lightly, to 
be despicable; to be weak, to be meek; to be easy; to be amiable; 
to be moderate; to be solemn, to be gentle. Of this root, seven 
forms occur 26 times in the Qur’an: '’ahdna twice; "Jj* hawn 

once; (jj* hun four times; hayyin three times; '’ahwan 
once; muhln 14 times and muhdn once. 

(IjlAl ^ahdna [v. IV, trans.] to disgrace, to humiliate, to humble, 
to demean (89:16) Jij JjSia ^jj Jaai U lij 11)j but 
whenever He tests him and straitens his provision, he says, ‘My 
Lord has humiliated me. ’ 

bjA hawn [v. n.] gentility, modesty, ease of manner (25:63) 
U’jA 'cijdL (jjjll the servants of the Lord of 

Mercy are those who walk on the earth modestly. 

bjA hun [v. n.] contempt, abasement, degradation, shame 
(16:59) ijjA ijs^ should he keep it [the baby 

girl] in [a state of] humiliation (or, sujfer humiliation himself) or 
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bury her in the earth? 

hayyin [quasi-act. part.] easy, easily accomplished (19:21) 

jA Jla your Lord said, ‘It is easy for Me. ’ 

‘’ahwan [elat.] easier/easiest, more/most easily 
accomplished (30:27) ^ j* j »iaj p jhJI ri ja j He is the 
One who initiates creation and then reproduces it-this should be 
[even] easier for Him. 

'( 2 )^ muhln [quasi-act. part.] insulting, shaming, abusing, 
degrading (22:57) "oMi "(4^ these will have a humiliating 
punishment. 

muhdn [pass, part.] disgraced, abased, shamed, degraded 
(25:69) 5 Ui akij kliJI ^ the chastisement will 

be doubled for him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will 
remain eternally in it in disgrace. 

mahln (see dj/A/j. m-h-n). 

h-w-y the atmosphere between the earth and the sky, air, 
emptiness, void; to fall down, to swoop down, to cause to fall, to 
speed up; inclination, desire, love, altruistic motives; foolish 
person; temptation, to tempt, to seduce, to enchant; (bottomless) 
abyss; narrow opening between mountains. Of this root, eight 
forms occur 38 times in the Qur’an: hawd four times; 

hawiya three times; l 5 ja' ‘’awhd once; '’istahwd once; 

hawd 10 times; ^ahwd^ 17 times; ifjA hawd^ once and 
hdwiyatun once. 

t 5 jA hawd i [v. intrans.] 1 to fall (22:31) iJ 59 
the wind flings him \]ii. falls down with him] into a faraway 
place 2 to be lost, to become condemned (20:81) ^ JSh I>j 
(^ jA oaa and he upon whom my wrath falls, he is, indeed, lost 

3 (of stars and other celestial bodies) to set (53:1) by 

the stars when they set 4 [with prep. <^j] to incline towards, to 
turn to (14:37) o"'-*!! ska! J^-li make hearts of 

humankind incline towards them. 

(^jA hawiya a [v. trans.] to like, to love, to desire (2:87) kKa? 



jiL .1 Sf Uu l!j^j how is it that, whenever a 

messenger brings you something you do not like, you become 
arrogant. 

'’ahwd [v. IV, trans.] to bring down, to overthrow, to drop 
from above (53:53) ^ 3^1 j and He brought down the ruined 

cities. 

dstahwd [v. X, trans.] to toss around, to seduce, to 
allure, to bewilder, to tempt (6:71) 

and to be turned on our heels after God 
has guided us—like someone bewildered through having been 
tempted by devils into the remote parts of the earth. 

I 5 JA hawd [n., pi. ^ahwd^] 1 personal prejudices, whims 
(38:26) (jc. so judge 

between people justly and do not follow whims lest they lead you 
astray from God’s path 2 capricious desire, base desire (79:40) 
5 u'j ]> ll! j as for the one who is in awe 

of the meeting with his Lord and restrains himself from base 
desires 3 one’s own accord (53:3^) Vj j* bj U'j 

nor does he [the Prophet] speak out of his own accord; it is 
but a revelation revealed [to him] 4 personal opinion, unfounded 
conviction (6:119) Uj 

^ Jjij ■j.ijrjAL when He has detailed to you what He has 

made forbidden to you, except when you are forced to [eat] it, 
although many mislead [others] with their own whims without 
[real] knowledge. 

?ljA hawd'’ [n.] void, air, emptiness (14:43) "^431;^ 
il jA utterly stupefied [lit. their glance does not come back 

to them] and devoid of all hope [lit. their hearts are empty]. 

hdwiyatun [n./v. n.] the Abyss, the bottomless pit of Hell 
(101:9) ’■dih is home will be the Abyss. 

hiya [3'^'* person sing. fern, pronoun, occurring 63 times in the 
Qur’an and functioning in two senses] 1 [independent personal 
pronoun jj^)] ‘she’, ‘it’ (11:42) JlivllS 

and it was sailing with them on waves like mountains 2 [pronoun 




of the fact ji^), or pronoun of the story (pronoun which 
anticipates a whole subsequent clause) ( 4 I 4 II ‘the fact is 

‘the situation is (in one inteqjretation of 45:24) U Ijllij 

jAill Vj Uj Vj and they say, ‘The whole 

thing is nothing but our present life—we die and we live; nothing 
but time causes us to die. ’ 

h-y-^’ form, shape, bearing, to be shapely, to be well-formed; 
to make ready, to prepare things, to facilitate, to assist; to yearn 
for, to desire. Of this root, two forms occur twice each in the 
Qur’an: hayya^a and ^ hay^’atun. 

hayya^’a [v. II, trans.] to prepare, to facilitate, to put in 
order, to arrange (18:16) 5^j I> Ijjla 

laaj,o ‘ijx. take refuge in the cave—God will unfold of His mercy 
to you, and arrange for you, out of your situation, a way out. 

hay^’atun [n.] form, shape, figure (3:49) jjl! ^J\ 

JjJall I will fashion for you out of clay [something] resembling 

the form of birds. 

hayta [this word occurs once in the Qur’an and is subject to great 
controversy regarding the way it is read, the grammatical 
category to which it is assigned, and its language of origin. It is 
read most commonly as clua hayta, but may also be read as 
hTtr, cjja hTta; cjja hTtw, cjja hita; Pja hiti; cjja hayita\ Pua haytv, 
cjjja huyyTtw, huyyitu and U? U ha ‘’and. Grammatically, it is 
classified as either a quasi-verb (lW perfect (<^'^) or 
imperative (>«i), or a perfective verb which may be either a 
passive (Jor active (f. verb. Although some etymologists 
say the word is of Arabic origin, others argue that it is a Hebrew, 
Syriac or Coptic borrowing. In spite of these differences of 
opinion, there is general agreement as to the meaning of the word 
thanks to the clearly delimited linguistic context within which the 
word is used in the Qur’anic verse and thanks to the clearly 
defined role the entire verse plays within the context of the 
situation detailed in this sura] ‘come on’, ‘I am all yours’, ‘I am 
ready for you’ (12:23) ili- Jla 211 iiu* she 



securely bolted the doors and said, ‘Here, I’m yours’ and he 
replied, God forbid [lit. I seek refuge with God]!’ 

h-y-j to get excited, to be stirred up, to be furious, to be 
inflamed; war; to cause to dry up, to wither away, to shrivel, to be 
thirsty. Of this root, ^ yahlj occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

5 ^ yahlj [imperf. of v. hdja, intrans.] (of plants) to reach 
maturity, to ripen; to dry up, to wither away, to shrivel (39:21) p 
jji ^ jli liJikii f jj then He brings 

forth with it vegetation of various colours/types; then it withers 
away, so you see it turning yellow [also interpreted as: it 
flourishes then you see it turning yellow]. 

h-y-l to pour down, to slide down, (of sand or earth in a pit) 
to trickle down, to heap up (sand or earth), to cause to pour down, 
avalanching sand dunes, to gang up; a halo. Of this root, 
mahll occurs once in the Qur’an. 

mahll [quasi-pass, part.] made to avalanche, caused to 
slide down, made to collapse (73:14) ejjlk'j JUaJrj J."jj 

lluS JUaJI on the Day when the earth and the mountains will 
tremble and the mountains will become collapsing sand dunes. 

h-y-m to wander about aimlessly, to be confused, to be 
bewildered, to be puzzled, to be robbed of the senses; to be 
infatuated, to be enchanted, to be carried away; to be demented 
by thirst, a waterless desert. Of this root, two forms occur once 
each in the Qur’an: yahim and ^ him. 

yahim [imperf. of v. hdma, intrans.] to wander about, to 
roam, to drift, to ramble senselessly (26:225) 'j5 ‘^\ 

do you not see how they meander around every subject [lit. 
in every valley] ? 

^ him [pi. of act. part. ‘’ahyam or hd^’im] (of camels) 
confused or demented (through thirst) (56:55) 
drinking [it] like the drinking of thirst-demented camels. 
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h-y-m-n to witness, to stand as witness, a witness; to allay 
fears; to provide proof; important issues; to take care of others, to 
be trusted with, to be in control of, to be in a position of trust, to 
be trustworthy. Some philologists consider this to be a triliteral 
root derived from the root '’-m-n (q.v.). Of this root, 
muhaymin occurs twice in the Qur’ an. 

muhaymin [act. part.] 1 guarding over; standing up as a 
witness (5i48) Qu 141 lav (jkllj 

^ and We sent to you [Muhammad] the Book with the Truth, 
confirming the Scriptures that came before it and guarding over 
them 2 one in control, one in full authority *(59:23) [>14411 [>>ll 
[an attribute of God] Granter of Security, the One in control!the 
Controller. 



j/ waw 


jl^l '’al-waw the twenty-seventh letter of the alphabet; it represents 
either a labio-velar semi-vowel Iwl as in oij (walad), or an 
approximately back, close, rounded, long vowel /u/ as in Jjj 
iyulad). Functionally, wdw plays different roles at various levels 
of the language system to a far greater extent than any other letter 
of the alphabet, some of which are particular to the Qur’anic text. 
Broadly speaking, these roles may be described as follows: I a 
consonantal semi-vowel Iwl functions as: 1 a constituent of a 
word, as in jlj (walad) 2 a complete word acting as a particle with 
various functions (see j wa) II a long vowel Iwl functions as 1 a 
constituent of a word, as in jjj (nun) 2 a 3'^'^ person pi. masc. 
pronominal suffix as in 1 jlli (qalii) 3 an exponent of the nominal 
case, as in: (12:82) Uj (^innd la-sadiqun) indeed, we are 

truthful', and (12:69) hi (^innl ^and ^akhuka) I am your 
very brother III typographically it functions as: 1 a subscript 
marker between words to indicate elongation of the vowel lul 
either by five beats, which, in Qur’ anic recitation (jjJh), is termed 
compulsory elongation (^ji 'io), or by two beats, natural 
elongation 'io). Compulsory elongation occurs in cases 

where a word ends in the short vowel lul (^1.^) and is followed by 
another beginning with a glottal stop F! (»>*). Such occurrences 
are indicated in some, but not all, printed texts by the letter j with 
a tilde above it, printed in a font significantly smaller, i.e., 
superscript, than that of the main text and positioned between the 
two words, thus (]); as in (6:17) > Vj ki kJ!l Ijjj 

if God touches you with affliction, no one can remove it but He. 
Natural elongation occurs in contexts where the second word 
does not begin with glottal stop FI. It is indicated by a similar j. 
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as described above, but without a tilde above it, thus (J, as in 
(5:55) (jjJ j jiJjlo'jj 4ill Uj] Four true allies are God, His 

Messenger and the believers. This system of notation is by no 
means universal. In some printed texts, instead of the small letter 
wdw, a comma is placed above the preceding lul with a tilde 
above it to indicate compulsory elongation, thus (<J); natural 
elongation is indicated by a similarly positioned comma without 
the tilde, thus (-djlo'jj) 2 a seat for the glottal stop ri in 
phonetically specific contexts, most of which are by no means 
particular to Qur’anic texts, as in (^al-mu^minun). Some of 

these contexts are particular to the Qur’anic written traditions and 
are not reflected within contemporary writing norms; for 
example, Qur’anic {shufa’^d"’) is generally written elsewhere 
as with the hamza (»>*) on the line itself 3 a silent letter in 
certain words suggesting a possible historical connection with 
earlier spellings of these words and indicating that they may be 
borrowings from a foreign source, possibly Hebrew or Syriac. 
Examples of the silent wdw are s'jSjll {^al-zakdt), {'’al-saldt) 
(and also IJjjII {'’al-ribd), although the standard sources do not 
point to a foreign origin in this case). 

j wa particle, occurring in some 9464 places in the Qur’an, which 
performs various grammatical and semantic functions, a number 
of which overlap in such a way as to make separation of specific 
functions in some instances impossible and, because of the 
richness such ambiguity imparts to the discourse as a whole, 
undesirable. Rhetoricians have placed great aesthetic value upon 
the judicial use, or lack of use, of wa, and have singled out this 
aspect of the discourse for special treatment, calling it separation 
and connection [of consecutive parts of the discourse] 

Some rhetoricians, such as ^al-Jahiz and ’al-Jurjani, 
equate the ability to understand the nuances of meaning implied 
in the manipulation of this feature of Qur’anic discourse with 
mastery of the entire discipline of rhetorics (see function I 
below). Successive sentences within the Qur’anic text which are 
not connected by any conjunction pose a particular 
interpretational difficulty and may render the discourse too 
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ambiguous. As suggested by rhetoricians, comparisons between 
connected and unconnected sentences (which may otherwise be 
considered similar) can open the way to a better understanding of 
Qur’anic discourse as a whole (the reader is here referred to 
^al-Jurjani’s comparison between, e.g., verses (2:14) and (6:8)). 
Various usages of the particle wa, coupled with contextualised 
quotations from the Qur’anic texts, are each detailed in separate 
sections below. Grammatical designations for each usage are also 
given. However, the grammatical designations used for the 
various types of wa, should not be treated as definitive or 
absolute. They are, like all other nomenclatures of functional 
words, approximations of meaning because of the inherent 
limitations of grammatical designations and their inability, no 
matter how carefully they are chosen/coined, to convey the full 
and precise meaning of all the instances of the category for which 
they stand. The focus when trying to appreciate a particular 
instance of the particle wa, therefore, should always be upon the 
illustrative Qur’anic verses themselves. With this proviso, the 
uses of the particle wa in the Qur’an may be broadly classified 
under a number of headings, the most notable of which are the 
following: I conjunctive wa jl j), best rendered in English 

as ‘and’, although often left untranslated; this is the most frequent 
usage of wa and the most versatile. The items joined by this wa 
may be of any structure- particles, prepositions, pronouns, verbs, 
nouns, phrases, clauses or sentences. They may occur with no 
particular temporal sequence, hence the description of the 
function of this wa by grammarians as a ‘mere joining of items’ 
( 2^1 (iiiw). In the Qur’anic text, items joined by this wa occur in 
an order which may or may not agree with the order of their 
occurrence in the event reported. The order of such items/events 
may even occur differently in different contexts. For example, 
Ijljs andf4-2 s-ihl' ^appear in one order in verse 
(2:58))4UU»i. I jljsj LjUI I jJIjI j enter its gate humbly 

and say, ‘[We ask] relief [from our sins]’ [so that then] we shall 
forgive you your sins, but they appear in another order in verse 
(7:161)"j:^ljjJ»i. ljj\\ IjUjIj Ijijsj but say, ‘[We ask] 

relief [from our sins], ’ and enter the gate humbly [so that then] 



We shall forgive you your sins. Rhetoricians place great aesthetic 
value on such differences and relate them to meaningful 
differences within larger contexts. Normally, the conjunctive wa 
is used to join constituents of the same grammatical category: 
noun + noun, verb + verb, prepositional phrase + prepositional 
phrase, nominal sentence + nominal sentence, and the like. 
However, the Qur’anic text contains several occurrences of wa 
joining units of different categories such as the participle cAsL^ 
{sajfaf) [in state of] holding still [their oustspread wings] and the 
verb (yaqbidna) flapping [their wings] in verse (67:19) 

\‘jji do they not see the birds above them 
holding still their outspread wings and [they fold] flapping 
[them]? The deviation from the norm in joining these two 
morphologically different items, so rhetoricians point out, catches 
the attention of the listeners/readers and directs them to the 
contemplation of this aspect of the miracle of creation. Special 
significance is also attached to the use of wa as a conjunction 
linking the verbal sentence to the nominal sentence 

Jja 'jAlall jAj in verse (6:61) j* j 

He is the Supreme Master over His subjects and He sends out 
recorders/keepers to watch over you. The continuous sending of 
the keepers (denoted by the use in the verse of the action-based 
verbal clause) can be guaranteed forever only if the sender is 
constant and in absolute control. All of these nuances are 
conveyed by the use of the initial, verbless, nominal clause. The 
attention is drawn to these subtleties of meaning largely between 
these two otherwise incompatible clauses because of the unusual 
use of the wa. A further example can be found in the conjunction 
of the declarative clauses Wfl Ijjjj "J ^ V and the 

prohibitive sentence o*V in verse (4:19) Ijjj5 "J Sf 

V j it is not lawful for you to inherit women against 

their will nor place any constraints on them. The first sentence 
sets out the general legal stipulation whereas the second issues a 
command based upon it. Such deviation from the norm receives 
attention from the exegetes and rhetoricians because of the 
bearing it has on the overall meaning of the discourse. Of 
particular interest to rhetoricians is the feature of separation and 




connection described above, where suceessive 

items oecur in one eontext eonneeted by wa but in another with 
no grammatical connective of any type. One illustrative example 
of this can be found in verse (2:58) 

We forgive for you your sins, and We shall increase the 
good-doers, in which wa is present, contrasting with the absenee 
of any grammatical connective in the corresponding position (i.e. 
before in the parallel verse (7:161) "j^ 

We forgive you your sins; We shall increase the 
good-doers. As the significanee of the occurrence or 
non-occurrence of wa in what could otherwise be described as the 
same eontext could not, obviously, be sought in the strueture 
itself, i.e. in the formal grammatieal rules of the language, Qur’an 
eommentators have always striven to ‘diseover’ the hidden 
message signalled by this linguistie phenomenon II wa of 
togetherness (V-dl j'j) ‘with’, denoting the aceompaniment that 
connects the two entities. The difference between this wa and the 
eonjunetive wa lies in this eoncept of togetherness. Some eontexts 
may permit the interpretation of the wa as only one or the other of 
these two types, as in the ease of (74:11) rWj cjak leave 

Me [to deal] with the one I created [in the first instance] [also 
interpreted as: the one I alone have created]. Obviously the wa of 
conjunction is inadmissible (for it would mean that God is asking 
us to abandon Him). Other eontexts eould permit either and are 
thus ambiguous. An example of this may be found in (6:112) 
ojJ^ which can equally be rendered either as: so let them be 
together with what they contrive or, as: so turn your back upon 
them and upon what they contrive III (possibly) disjunetive wa 
meaning ‘although’ in (2:219) IwA pj '4*4 there is great 

sin in both, though also some benefit for people IV resumptive 
wa jl j), also known as wa of initiation jl j). This 

wa marks a departure from the main theme of the preceding 
phrase. The following phrase, meanwhile, remains indirectly 
connected to the preceding one and functions as a continuation of 
it in various ways, for example, as a consequence; a reason; a 
further substantiation; or a eontrast ete. Because of the partieular 
affinity between the two parts of the diseourse on either side of 




the resumptive wa, it should he rendered in translation as a colon, 
a semi-colon or, in some cases, as a full-stop, but never as ‘and’. 
Rendering the resumptive wa as merely ‘and’, as often happens, 
can have the effect of breaking up the discourse and making it 
appear fragmentary, if not altogether nonsensical. An example of 
the resumptive wa which should be omitted altogether in 
translation can be found at the beginning of verse (11:123) 

Uttj j)Vin\l 

tjjLju to God belong all [aspects] of the heavens and earth that 
are hidden, and to Him everything [lit. the whole matter] shall be 
returned, so worship Him, and put your trust in Him: your Lord is 
never unaware of what you [people] are doing. In this case the 
underlying grammatical reason for the presence of the initial wa 
is the implied threat made in the preceding verses, (11:121-2), to 
those who deny God: hj I jL^\ Ja'j 

Uj say to those who do not believe, ‘Do whatever 

you can; We [too] are doing [what We can]. And wait; We [too] 
are waiting. ’ It would be inappropriate to translate the wa 
initiating (11:123) with such a nuance as ‘and’. An example of 
the resumptive wa which should be rendered as a colon is Wj 
[jjLju He. your Lord is never unaware of what you [people] 
are doing (from verse 11:123 above). A further example of the 
resumptive wa conveying a sense of contrast between the 
preceding and following phrases, which may thus be rendered as 
a semi-colon, is found in verse (42:34) ‘cA ^ "J 

jjjS or He ruins them for what they have earned; [but/and] He 
pardons much. The resumptive wa and its various uses remain 
one of the most difficult aspects of Qur’anic discourse to 
appreciate and to translate V circumstantial wa (JUJI jl j) which 
precedes a clause/phrase to form a circumstantial clause, denoting 
a state or condition pertaining to the action expressed by the 
verbal element of the main sentence (i.e. ‘while’, ‘during the time 
of, ‘as’, ‘whereas’). A clause/phrase preceded by a 
circumstantial wa may be: a) nominal, as in (9:125) IjjUj 
H jjalS and they died while disbelieving', b) verbal with qad (ja), as 
in (4:21) ‘ flcAr) aa'j ^ how could you take it 

[back] when [each] one of you has been intimately in contact 




with the other?-, or c) verbal without qad, as in (4:20) bjj 
Ijiklj !4a IjLLaS l! 1 \u*“'^ and if you 

wish to replace one wife with another, and [even though] you 
have given her [as a dower] a ton [of gold], do not take any of it 
[back]. {Some oeeurrenees of eireumstantial wa in Qur’anie 
diseourse might also be interpreted as: i) the eonjunetive 
‘while7‘and’, as in (3:168) 1 jk U UjLli! ‘f Ijlli (jjill as 

for those who said of their brothers, while/and they themselves 
stayed behind, ‘If [only] they had listened to us, they would not 
have been killed’-, or ii) the resumptive ‘while7‘but’ in eontrast, 
as in (6:57) Ja say, 7 stand on clear 

proof from my Lord, while/but you deny it’} VI emphatie wa f J) 
whieh oeeurs between the interrogative partiele 1 ^a and a 
following negative partiele jJ lam, and may be rendered as 
‘never!’, as in (35:44) 'oull I^ 

have they never travelled in the land and seen how was the 
end of those before them? VII with the meaning of ^aw (J 
‘or’, as in (4:136) l!4= jSs 5016 ‘jkj 

lluO anyone who rejects God, His angels. His Scriptures, His 
messengers or the Last Day has gone far, far astray VIII the wa 
of oath jlj), or the partiele of oath (^^1 sbl), ‘[I swear] by 

[the sanetity of!]’, as in (15:92) )4^Lui Ofi'j'ja so by your 

Lord, We will surely question them all together IX the wa of eight 
(^Uull j\ j), so designated by the eommentators beeause of its 
oeeurrenee before the word their eighth, but not before 
either of the words (>^1 j their fourth, or their sixth, in verse 

(18:22) s-uillj 60a.j 6-4 j^j j 6-4-44^ 

[44^ 6-4-J^j some will say, ‘[They were] three, their 

fourth was their dog’; [others] say, ‘Five, their sixth was their 
dog’-guessing in the dark-[some] say, ‘Seven, and their eighth is 
their dog’, ^ibn ‘’abbas is quoted as having deseribed the wa in 
this partieular eontext as marking the end of eounting (joJI 
Some eommentators have argued that the wa of eight oeeurs in 
the Qur’an, in addition to the above, in three other verses: 
(9:112) jjjOoUail 6->4l4! 

jSidI fc. (jjAUlIj [the believers are] those who turn to God in 
repentance; who worship and praise Him; those given to fasting; 




who bow down and prostrate themselves; who order what is good 
and forbid what is wrong', (39:71) 

till, when they come to it, its gates are opened, and its 
keepers say to them', and (66:5) 

I jISjI j plS plkjUi. pr^jlc. pUiti ptula his Lord may well replace you 
with better wives [if the Prophet decides to divorce any of you]: 
wives who are devoted to God, true believers, devout, who turn to 
Him in repentance and worship Him, given to fasting, whether 
previously married or virgins. Other commentators, however, 
have concluded that these usages of wa are either conjunctive or 
circumstantial, leading them to the conclusion that the wa of eight 
occurs only once in the Qur’an, in verse (18:22), as cited above. 

j/Vj w-^’-d loud thudding sound, sound of heavy steps on the 
ground; to be swallowed by the earth; to bury alive, particularly a 
newborn girl; to be deliberate, solemnity. Of this root, only siji"j- 
maw^udatun, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

maw'^udatun [pass, part.] a female infant buried alive. 
The live burial of baby girls was a fairly common practice in 
pre-lslamic Arabia, particularly amongst the Bedouin poor (81:8- 
9) iijja tjj lijj [on the day] when the baby girl 

buried alive is asked for what crime she was killed. 

w-^’-l place where floodwaters gather; close members of the 
family, protection; to run for one’s life. Of this root, Jjj- maws’ll, 
occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

maws’ll [v. n./n. of place] escape/refuge, asylum (18:58) d) 
I ydi y if-j- but they have an appointed time from 

which they will have no refuge/escape. 

w-b-r hair of camels, goats, foxes or rabbits; Bedouin; to 
obliterate one’s tracks; to pollinate palm trees. Of this root, jCj 
'’awbdr, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

"Jdj '’awbdr [pi. of masc. n. "flj wabar] fur, animal hair (16:80) 
yi M UjUulIj Ujtjjfj and [appointed for you] 

from their wool, their fur and their hair, furnishings and comfort 
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for a while. 

w-b-q shameful act, grave offence; to humiliate, to destroy, to 
end in ruin; to detain. Of this root, two forms, yubiq and (Jjj- 
mawbiq, occur once each in the Qur’an. 

Jjjj yubiq [imperf. of v. IV] to cause to perish, to destroy, to 
ruin (42:34) ‘J or He ruins them for what they have 

earned. 

mawbiq [v. n.; n. of place] separation, unbridgeable gulf; 
a place of destruction (18:52) JJk’jc'ja Ijih Jja) 'fy'j 

li’jx hlaikj )Ja on the Day when He says, ‘Call on 

those you claimed were My partners, ’ and they will call on them 
but they will not answer: We shall set a perilous gulf between 
them. 

J/tj/j w-b-l a large thick stick, a bundle of firewood; bad 
consequences; heavy rain; to be unhealthy, (of air) to be polluted, 
disasters. Of this root, three forms occur eight times in the 
Qur’an: Jjfj wdbil three times; JVj wabdl four times and Jjjj 
wabll once. 

Jj'j wdbil [n./act. part.] heavy rain, torrential rain (2:264) 

I'oLa "l-jIjS 5 uk JjsLa tiwk his likeness is that of a slab 

of smooth, solid rock with earth on it: heavy rain falls on it and 
leaves it completely bare. 

JIjj [v. n.] wabdl the evil/disastrous consequences of deeds 
(64:5) jd\ Jfj I jslja they tasted the evil consequences of their 
conduct. 

Jjjj wabll [quasi-act. part.] crushing, calamitous, disastrous 
(73:16) %ij lii-t shii-U so We inflicted a heavy punishment on him. 

j/ej/j w-t-d peg, pin, stake, tent peg, to fix firmly; to stay at home, 
to be firmly established. Of this root, jIjj! ‘’awtdd occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

jliijl ^awtdd [pi. of n. i'j watid] pegs, stakes (78:6-7) (4? 

ijlS'ji cJUaJI j did We not make the earth an expanse, and 



the mountains as [stabilising]pegs? 


j/cj/j w-t-r string of a bow; tendon; tension; injustiee; odd number, 
individual mode, fashion, method; to detraet, to give less than is 
due; to follow in an uninterrupted manner, to be in a sequenee, 
one at a time; to avenge oneself. Of this root, three forms oeeur 
onee eaeh in the Qur’an: ji yatir, tatra and j5j watr. 

’ju yatir [imperf. of v. 'yj watara] to deny someone the reward 
of his toil (47:35) God is with you: He will 

not deny you the reward of your (good) deeds. 

jjtl tatra [quasi-aet. part.] slow and steady sueeession (23:44) 
tj'ju uiloj ULiji p then We sent Our messengers in succession. 

jjj watr [n.] odd number, one, individual [also interpreted as 
the one, as distinguished from the many, or ereation] (89:1-3) 
yjWj J12 j by the daybreak; by the Ten Nights; by 

the even; by the odd/the one. 

CilCijj w-t-n a feud; the main artery that feeds the body; to be firmly 
fixed; (of water) to be eonstant and flowing; (of women in 
partieular) to have great literary ability. (There is a great degree 
of overlap between derivatives of this root and the root w- 
th-n (q.v.) whieh perhaps suggests a historieal sound ehange or 
(historieal) dialeetal variation in the seeond radieal). Of this root, 
"ijdj watln, appears onee in the Qur’ an. 

watln [n.] life-vein, aorta (69:46) 'odjW Ukiaal p then We 
will cut off his life-vein. 

j/di/j w-th-q shaekles, bonds, to tie up, to seeure; to be firm; to 
trust; to pledge, eovenant, to give one’s solemn agreement. Of 
this root, six forms oeeur 34 times in the Qur’an: jjIj wdthaqa 
onee; yJi yuthiq onee; (jljj wathdq twiee; wuthqd twiee; yy 
mawthiq three times and mlthdq 25 times. 

JjIj wdthaqa [v. Ill, trans.] to bind someone to oneself, to 
exehange pledges with (5:7) 5 ^ [42'j fdll I jj44j 

so remember God’s blessing on you and the pledge with which 



He bound you to Himself. 

Jjjj yuthiq [imperf. of v. IV jjjl ^awthaqa, trans.] to tie up, to 
bind, to shackle (89:26) SJi ^ j and no one binds [with] 

his/His binding (or, [the guards of the Fire] will bind none with a 
binding similar to his). 

Jlij wathdq I [n.] shackles, bonds, fetters (47:4) JAjkuij! lij 
ijljjll I jlia until you have routed them, [then] tie fast their bonds 
II [v. n.] (the act of) tying up (89:26) Vj and no one 

binds [with] his/His binding (or, [the guards of the Fire[ will bind 
none with a binding similar to his). 

ySjj wuthqd [fem. elat.] most firm, most secure, most solemn 
(31:22) ‘ ‘d . a l jaa Q ) < 1 jAj whoever 

surrenders his face [himself] to God while doing good work, has 
grasped the firmest handhold. 

mawthiq [v. n./n.] pledging, swearing an oath; a pledge, 
covenant, oath (12:66) oy‘y ^ "(ji never will 

I send him with you, until you have given me a pledge by God. 

mlthdq [n.] a pledge, covenant, pact (2:84) V Uik.! jj'j 
remember when We accepted your pledge [that] you 
would not shed one another’s blood (or, that you would not 
commit what causes you to be killed). 

w-th-n staying firm, being constant, (of land) being rained on, 
having great wealth, (of women) being endowed with literary 
talent, being an idol, being an object of worship. (There is a great 
degree of overlap between derivatives of this root and the root 
w-t-n (q.v.), which perhaps suggests a historical sound 
change or (historical) dialectal variation in the second radical). Of 
this root, "ipj '’awthdn, occurs three times in the Qur’ an. 

’’awthdn [pi. of n. cFjwathan] idols (22:30) 't> ^ 

so shun the fdth of [worshipping] the idols. 

w-j-b a loud thud, (of the heart) to beat strongly; to fall down, 
to fall dead; to become due, (of the sun) to set, to reach the 
appropriate time. Of this root, 44 .j wajaba, occurs once in the 
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Vs/j 


Qur’ an. 

wajaba i [v. intrans.] to become due, to reach the correct 
position *(22:36) IjKa when [the slaughtered 

animals] completely expire [lit. when its sides fall to the ground]. 

j/^/j w-j-d affluence, to find; to perceive, to experience, to have a 
strong feeling, to be deeply in love, to be very angry, to be sad; to 
create, to fashion; to become strong. Of this root, three forms 
occur 106 times in the Qur’an: '4-j wajada 104 times; Vj wujida 
once and Vj wujd once. 

jaj wajada i [v. trans.] 1 to find (9:57) jf "J 

j 5 ulj l^jl if they could find a place of refuge, or 
some caverns, or somewhere to crawl into, they would bolt away 
to it in great haste 2 to have (9:91) oJ^ 

^ [there is no blame attached to] those who have 

no means to spend, provided they are true to God and His 
Messenger 3 to afford (24:33) V (jjill t »»7ajrj let those 

who cannot afford to marry keep chaste 4 to gain experience of 
someone as, to come to know someone to be, to reach an 
understanding of (38:44) ’.^1 'fiu Uj We surely have 

found him steadfast; what an excellent servant! 5 to discover 
(18:86) s-'j" until he 

reached the setting-place/time of the sun, he found it setting into a 
muddy (or, hot) spring 6 to sense (12:94) ji Jli jj?JI llij 
Qj'xisu "J Sfji VV then, when the caravan departed, their 

father said, 7 perceive Joseph’s scent, though you think I am 
senile. ’ 

wujida [pass, v.] to be found, to be discovered (12:75) 
iyl jp. 5 dkj Vj I> the penalty for it is that the one in 
whose pack it is found, he [his person] will be its penalty. 

jaj wujd [n./v. n.] financial means (65:6) I> eiii. [j*jklof 
house them [the wives you are divorcing] according to your 
means, in the same way as you house yourselves. 

w-j-s evil premonition, mysterious or suspicious sound, to 




hear a suspicious sound, to fear, to become apprehensive; to be 
weary, to be suspicious. Of this root, '’awjasa, occurs three 
times in the Qur’ an. 

o-aji ^awjasa [v. IV, intrans.] to become apprehensive (11:70) 
he became doubtful about their identity and 
conceived a fear of them. 

w-j-f fast-running, to move briskly, to be agitated; (of the 
heart) to beat strongly; to be seized with love or fear. Of this root, 
two forms, "’awjafa and wdjifatun, occur once each in 
the Qur’an. 

^awjafa [v. IV, trans.] to cause to run briskly *(59:6) Ua 
lAS .j V j "u- ^ you did not have [in the course of 

capturing these spoils] to spur on [also: you did not have to fight] 
horses or [other] mounts. 

wdjifatun [act. part.] apprehensive, troubled, agitated, 
concerned, beating fast (79:8) hearts on that Day 

will be fearful. 

J/^/j w-j-l fear, dread, to be scared, to be apprehensive. Of this 
root, three forms occur five times in the Qur’an: wajila three 

times; wajilatun once and wajilun once. 

wajila [v. intrans., imperf. yawjalu] to be seized with 
awe (8:2) eak-j ^11 jSi lij [jjjll those whose hearts tremble 
with awe when God is mentioned. 

wajilatun [quasi-fem. act. part, masc. pi. Cijk-'j wajilun] 
trembling, quaking, seized with awe (23:60) U 'ciyfi oiiJrj 
'ijytAj those who always give, with hearts 

that tremble [at the thought] that they must return to Him. 

a/^/j w-j-h face, front facade; direction, point of view, variety; 
main point; correct method; person of distinction, honour; to face; 
to turn towards, to make for, to direct to turn something towards. 
Of this root, six forms occur 78 times in the Qur’an: wajjaha 

twice; ^'jj tawajjaha once; wajh 34 times; »Jfj wujuh 38 
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times; wijhatun once and Wj wajlh twice. 

wajjaha [v. II, trans.] to direct, to set, to turn something 
towards *(16:76) pt 7 uil whatever tasks he [his 
master] sets for him [lit. wherever he directs him to], he brings no 
good-, *(6:79) cPjSflj p jii ill I turn my worship 

[lit. my face] towards Him Who created the heavens and the 
earth. 

tawajjaha [v. V, intrans.] to proceed towards, to head 
towards (28:22) ilSh ^'jj HTj and when he made his way 
towards Midian. 

wajh [n., pi. Iffj wujuh] 1 face (12:93) 
lji.P ph ^J\ ^ take this shirt of mine and lay it over the face 
of my father—he will become able to see', *(22:11) PlajI he 

completely turns away [lit. he falls on his face]-, *(3:106) 'fji 
IJfj ‘Sfjdj i jkj on the Day when some will be delighted and others 
will be grieved [lit. some faces will become white and others will 
become black]-, *(51:29) cjPP she was shocked [lit. she 
struck her face]-, *(5:108) Ijjt they bear true 

witness, as it should be given [lit. give [their] testimony on its 
face]-, *(76:9) 5 dl' ^ffor the sake of God [lit./or the face of God]-, 
*(10:105) oj’P devote yourself entirely to the faith [lit. set 

your face towards the faith]-, *(2:112) 5 dl I> he who 

submits his whole being [lit. face] to God-, *(18:28) 
desiring to meet with Him [lit. seeking His countenance]-, *(7:29) 
oPP JS Pc. jkj I jljSi'j put your whole being into every act of 
worship [lit. set your face [towards the Qibla (q.v.)7 at every 
mosque]-, *(27:90) jUll ^ they [lit. their faces] will be 

cast into Hellfire 2 first part, initial part (3:72) Jjjf Ijpr» 

I/jakij IjPId (jjpl they believe in what has been 

revealed, to those who believe, at the beginning of the day but 
reject it at the end of it 3 presence (2:115) Pita PJpH j 5 arj 

^ I jTjj to God belong the East and the West—wherever you 
turn, there is God’s Face. 

wijhatun [n.] purpose, direction, conviction (2:148) jkTj 
jA for each one there is a direction he takes (or. 





according to another interpretation: He [God] directs him towards 
it). 

wajlh [quasi-act. part.] highly esteemed, greatly honoured 
(3:45) 1441 * "jr - -wjI <i<i 4 jjJ 

j Mary, God gives you good tidings of a Word from Him, 
whose name will be the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, who will be 
greatly honoured in this world and the next. 

j/c/j w-h-d one, single, unique, alone, to he alone; the same, one 
and the same; to be in solitude, to be singular, to be without 
equal, to be incomparable, to make into one, to unite (see j/c/* 
h-d ). Of this root, four forms occur 68 times in the Qur’an: okj 
wahd six times; V' j wahid 30 times; sV' j wahidatun 31 times and 
wahid once. 

(i)jkj wahd(ahu) [v. n., always with a pronominal suffix] 
alone (7:70) '4*4 luaa.1 have you really come [to tell us] to 

serve God alone? 

wahid [n./quasi-act. part., fern, wahidatun] 1 one 
(2:163) 'j* Vj V V' j your God is the one God: there is 

no god except Him', *(12:39) [an attribute of God] the One 2 
the same (one) (13:4) jUJi watered with the same water 3 

single, lone (54:24) IVI'j Iv ]’j^\ is it a mortal, from amongst 
us, alone, whom we should follow? 4 well co-ordinated, well 
orchestrated, well organised (4:102) 'tjjLui in order 

for them to fall upon you in a well-orchestrated assault. 

wahid [quasi-act. part.] alone, on one’s own, having no 
support; helpless (74:11) rWj dik leave Me to deal with 

the one I created [in the first instance[ helpless [also interpreted 
as: the one, I alone have created]. 

w-h-sh wild beasts; wild fruit; the wrong side; to be desolate, 
to be homesick. Of this root, if wuhiish, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

wuhiish [pi. of coll. n./n. fdj wahsh] beasts, wild beasts 
(81:5) dj'jdk lij'j when the wild beasts are gathered 




together [on the Day of Judgement], 


<^/c/j w-b-y to give a sign, to whisper, to send a secret message, to 
intimate; to write down, to record; to command; to call for 
assistance; to go in a hurry; to reveal, to inspire. Of this root, 
three forms occur 78 times in the Qur’an: '’awha 46 times; 

^uhiya 26 times and Ifdj wahyun six times. 

^awha [v. IV trans., pass, ^uhiya] I [with prep. <Jj] 1 
to reveal (35:31) ja that of the Book 

which We have revealed to you [Prophet] is the Truth 2 (of God) 
to convey a command (10:2) "J ‘j 

jiji is it so incredible for people that We have commanded a 
man from among them that he should warn humankind? 3 to 
inspire with, to instil as an instinct (16:68) j lMI (Jj 'Jtfj iS^jj 
tj^ (> and your Lord inspired the bees [with an 

instinct], ‘Take for yourselves cells [lit. dwellings], from the 
mountains’ 4 to signal, to gesture (19:11) 

I (_ 5 k.jU so he came out of the sanctuary upon 

his people and signalled to them that they should sing the praises 
[of God] morning and evening II [with prep. (^] to set up, to 
assign, to ordain, to determine (41:12) ^ [jiUiaaa 

Ujki j so He ordained them, the seven heavens, in 

two days and assigned in each heaven its order. 

wahy I [v. n.] the act of revealing (20:114) V j 

"J Jj5 "u- do not rush to recite [the revelation] before 
[the] revealing of it is completed to you II [n.] divine revelation 
(21:45) 7 warn you only by the Revelation. 

j/j/j w-d-d love, affection, friendship; to desire, to wish for; to he 
amicable. Of this root, six forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an: jj 
wadda 16 times; yuwaddun once; jj wudd once; j fJj wadiid 
twice; mawaddatun eight times and jj wadd once. 

Jj wadda a [v. trans.] to desire, to wish for (2:266) ‘J 
uliij ^ (jjkj would any of you like to have a garden of 

palm trees and vines? 
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thh 

yuwMdun [imperf. of v. Ill ‘ij wadda, trans.] to 
exchange cordialities, to be on good terms with someone (58:22) 
j^\ V you will not 

find people who believe in God and the Last Day exchanging 
affection with those who oppose God and His Messenger. 

Jj wudd [n.] love, affection (19:96) IjLtj 1 ffLf. (jjill 

Ijj as for those who believe and do righteous 

deeds, the Lord of Mercy will give love to them. 

jjjj wadud [intens. act. part.] very loving, all loving (11:90) bj 
jji'j ^'j Jij my Lord is merciful and all loving *(85:14) i[an 
attribute of God] the Most Loving, the All Loving. 

mawaddatun [n.] love, affection, friendship (30:21) Jikj 
44kjj skjx He ordained love and kindness between you. 

Jj wadd [proper n.] Wadd, pre-Islamic Arabian idol (71:23) V 
Ikl jk Vj Ijj ‘jjjj Vj tjj4j do not renounce your gods-do not 
renounce Wadd nor Suwd‘'. 

w-d-" a safe place, a depository; comfort, serenity, to place in 
good keeping; to bid farewell, to see off, to leave behind; to leave 
alone, to cease hostility with, to exchange pledges of mutual 
peace. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the Qur’an: 
da‘' once; wadda‘'a once and mustawda'^ twice. 

da^" [imper. of the rarely used wada’^a, v. trans.] to 
ignore, to dismiss; to stop, to refrain from doing (33:48) ^ Sfj 
(jjjilSlI do not give in to the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites: ignore the harm they cause you. 

wadda^'a [v. II, trans.] to abandon, to leave behind, to 
forsake (93:3) U'j 2Jj'j U your Lord has neither forsaken 
you [Prophet], nor has He come to hate [you]. 

mustawda^" [n. of place] a place of deposit [interpreted 
as either the womb or the grave] (6:98) sVI j jA j 

^ jjkkj jiLAa and He it is who produced you from a single soul, 
then [gave you] a residing place [while you lived] and a 
repository [after death]. 




j/j/j w-d-q rain; war; midday heat; a barrier, to approach, to offer 
hospitality; (of the stomach) to sag. Of this root, ijjj wadq, occurs 
twice in the Qur’ an. 

JJj wadq [coll, n.] rain (24:43) ^ p ‘j jj jjt 

Jjjll ^J'J^ 4J342 p do you not see that God drives 

the clouds, then gathers them together, then makes them into a 
heap, then you see the rain coming out from within [the heap of 
gathered clouds]? 

w-d-y a place where running water gathers, (of liquid) to run, 
a valley; a branch, palm tree saplings; blood money; death, to be 
taken by death. Of this root, three forms occur 12 times in the 
Qur’an: diyatun twice; wadi eight times and 

^awdiyatun twice. 

diyatun [n.] indemnity or compensation paid to the family 
of a victim (4:92) 54*! I>j 

I Vj and whoever kills a believer by mistake, then [upon 

him is] freeing of a believing slave and [paying] compensation to 
his [the victim’s] family, unless they charitably forgo [it], 

Jlj wadi [n., pi. <iSj\ ^awdiyatun] 1 valley (14:37) CjkJ GS'j 
pj^\ 2^ iui ^ j'j j Jjp fji our Lord, I have settled some 

of my offspring in an uncultivated valley, close to Your Sacred 
House 2 water channel, river bed, ravine (13:17) iU fUUl 
U ji He sends water from the sky, so riverbeds flow, 

each according to its capacity 3 (metaphorically) a kind of 
thought, a kind of meaning, subject (26:224-5) (jjjUJI j 

4 j 'j5 JJi and the poets: only those who are lost in 

error follow them-do you not see how they freely wander from 
one subject to the next [lit. rove aimlessly in every valley] ? 

j/j/j w-dh-r a small boneless piece of flesh; to cut into small pieces; 
to leave alone, to leave behind, to forsake, to cease. Of this root, 
jjj tadhar, occurs 45 times in the Qur’an. 

ji yadharu [imperf. of hypothetical v. ji'j wadhara, which is 
not actually used; trans.] 1 to leave as is, to leave something in its 




place (12:47) 5441- »jjia whatever [grain] you reap 

leave in its ears 2 to leave behind (2:234) 'qJJhj 

those of you who die and leave widows behind 3 to let, 
allow (48:15) ^>:SiLul lij those 

who were left behind will say, when you set out [on campaigns 
that promise] spoils you may capture, ‘Ixt us follow you ’ 4 to 
abandon, to renounce (71:23) ^and they say [to 

each other], ‘Do not renounce your gods’ 5 to forgo (2:278) IjsjI 
^ U I jjjj be mindful of God: forgo any outstanding 
[dues] from usury 6 [with prep. (^] to let be, to leave as is 
(3:179) 1,ijb'l Jaoj <fc- Juji 14 ^ d 

would not be God’s purpose to leave the believers in the state you 
are in until He distinguishes the bad from the good 7 to leave out, 
to spare (71:26) Ijlii oijaKll (> Jc. jjj Sf Vj my Lord, do not 
leave a [single] dweller from the disbelievers on the [face of the] 
earth 8 [with conjunctive wa (V-4' j'j) (q.v.)] to leave to deal 
with (68:44) iuiJI LjoSj [>'j leave Me to deal with those 
who deny this discourse. 

^/j/j w-r-th heirloom, inheritance, legacy; an inheritor; to cause 
someone to acquire something; (of rain) to bring life to the land. 
Of this root, eight forms occur 35 times in the Qur’an: ilijj 
waritha 12 times; Li'jJi yurath once; Li'jj ^awratha nine times; 
LijJ ^uritha three times; LiJ'j wdrith once; of Jj wdrithun 
five times; ^'jj warathatun once; turdth once and LJi'j^ 
mlrdth twice. 

waritha i [v. trans., pass, imperf. LLjJi yurath] 1 to inherit 
(19:6) J. L^J[j ^^Ji [the one] who shall inherit me and 
inherit the family of Jacob 2 to come into the possession of 
(21:105) ‘d the earth shall be the 

inheritance of My righteous servants 3 (of God) to remain after 
all has perished (in an interpretation of 19:40) I>j l 4 =jVi cjjj U 
it is We who inherit the earth and all who are on it (or, it is 
We who will remain after the earth and all on it have perished). 

LiJd ‘’awratha [v. IV, doubly trans., pass i4ijjl ’’uritha] 1 to 
cause to inherit (35:32) "u- l nVh“ .. o l [jiill LjI^I \£jj ‘fi then We 




gave the Scripture as inheritance to those of Our servants We 
chose 2 to cause to come into the possession of (19:63) (^1 
fe (jlS i^jjj that is the Garden which We will cause 

those who were devout from Our servants to possess. 

^Jj wdrith [n./act. part., pi. of Jj wdrithun and ^'jj 
warathatun] 1 heir, inheritor (2:233) the same 

duty is incumbent on the heir 2 one who is the ultimate possessor 
(23:10) those are the ones who will be the final 

possessors 3 (of God) the One remaining after all have perished 
(28:58) 5Ula Vj o^ ijSlu ■«w<1 ciijlaj o^ USIa! 

how many a community, that once revelled in its 
wanton wealth and easy living, have We destroyed: since then 
their dwelling places have barely been inhabited: We [alone] 
were the sole heir. 

i2i\'fturdth [n.] heritage, inheritance, heirloom, legacy (89:19) 
tii ojK&j and you devour the inheritance [of the 

orphans] with devouring greed. 

mirdth [n./v. n.] inheritance, inheriting, ultimate 

possession (3:180) djljx. 5 arj and to God is the 

inheritance of the heavens and earth. 

j/j/j w-r-d blossoms, flowers, to come out in flowers; tree with 
hanging branches; watering-place, drinking herd or flock, to drive 
(a flock) to drink (at a watering-hole); daily task, assignment; 
turn; road, destination, to approach, to arrive; jugular vein; to 
appear, to supply. Of this root, eight forms occur 11 times in the 
Qur’an: jjj warada twice; 'jjj! '’awrada once; ijj wird twice; jJj 
wdrid twice; of j'j wdridun once; jjjj- mawrud once; s'jj'j 
wardatan once and jjjj warJd once. 

Jjj warada i [v. trans.] 1 to arrive at, to approach a 
watering-place (28:23) 'ofif fi-j >1- -^jj 

and when he arrived at the water ofMidian, he found thereabouts 
a crowd of people watering [their flock] 2 to end up in (21:99) jl 
Uji'jj U pifi, (jlS if these [idols] were real gods they would 
not have ended up there [in the fire[. 
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Jjji '’awrada [v. IV trans.] to lead to, to drive to (11:98) 
jUll and he will lead them down to the Fire. 

ijjwird [n.] 1 a plaee of drinking (11:98) cwj 

what a foul drinking-place to be led into 2 a (drinking) herd 
(19:86) lijj and We drive the sinful into 

Hell, like a [thirsty] herd. 

Jjj warid I [aet. part., pi. CiF j'j waridun] one who 
approaehes, one who enters (19:71) Jj Vj bjj there is not 
one of you but shall come to it II [n.] one who seouts for or seeks 
water, water-feteher (12:19) IjL jti s'jl^ and a 

caravan came by, and they sent their water-feteher. 

mawrud [pass, part.] a plaee approaehed or deseended 
into for drinking (11:98) ijjll what a foul 

drinking-place to be led into. 

5'jjj wardatun [n., used adjeetivally] rose-red (55:37) s'ijj eiiilSa 
(jUiilS and becomes rose-red, like red hide (or: like molten fat). 

Jjjj warid [n.] the jugular vein (50:16) ojjjll [jkjj 

We are closer to him than the\/his] jugular vein. 

j/j/j w-r-q (tree) leaf; (book) leaf; (of animals and birds) green, 
brown or grey; gold or silver eoin; to eome into leaf. Of this root, 
three forms oeeur four times in the Qur’an: ij'jj waraqun twiee; 
kijj waraqatun onee and ijjj wariq onee. 

waraqatun [unit n., eoll. n. Sjj waraq] leaf (6:59) Jaalu Uj 
3^'jj "u- not a leaf falls but He knows it. 

Jjj wariq [eoll. n.] gold and/or silver money (18:19) I 
^221 jjj send one of you, with these silver coins of yours, 

to the city. 

isljjjw-r-y behind, the rear; before, after, beyond; the lungs; the 
human raee, the entire ereation; to kindle fire, to exereise one’s 
intelligenee; to allude; to pretend; to eoneeal, to disappear from 
sight. Of this root, six forms oeeur 32 times in the Qur’an: tsjj 
wara three times; wuriya onee; isjF tawara twiee; oJjF 



turun once; muriyat once and wara'’ 24 times. 

t 5 jij warn [v. Ill trans.] 1 to cover (5:31) 544? ^ ‘^3 

to show him how to cover his brother’s corpse 2 to conceal, to 
hide (7:26) hOj? ja We have given you 

garments to hide your shameful parts. 

igjfjwuriya [pass. v. Ill] to be concealed (7:20) 14^ 

U<4^ jjj U U<4J but Satan insinuated [evil 

thoughts] to them, so that he would expose to them the shameful 
parts that had been hidden from each other. 

jjljj toward [v. VI intrans.] to hide oneself (16:59) 't> isjjk 
5 U U f jlo ]> he hides away from the people because of 
[what he considers to be] the evil of what he has been told. 

turl [imperf. of v. IV isjj '’awrd, trans.] to kindle a fire, 
(of a flint or the like) to strike (to make fire) (56:71) jUll 
ojjy have you considered the fire you kindle? 

muriyat [pi. of fern. act. part, muriyatun] one who 
strikes fire (100:1-2) t4.aa 141^= pUjUII j by the charging 

steeds, panting [in their assault]; and striking sparks of fire [with 
their hoofs]. 

fijj ward^ [adverb of place] 1 back (57:13) 
go back and look for a light 2 behind (33:53) lij'j 

trj'W- f fjj I> and if you ask them for something, do so from 

behind a barrier, *(11:92) ijkiikji'j and you have turned 

your back on Him, put Him behind yow, *(76:27) 

[and leave behind them a heavy day] and they put aside all 
thoughts of [the coming of] a heavy Day of Judgement 3 after 
(19:5) rjlt cjj'4j jA'Jj and I fear [what] 

my kinfolk [might do[ after me; my wife is barren 4 before 
(14:16) Jji-a fU ]> i> 7/cZ/ is before him and he 

will be made to drink festering water 5 apart from, other than 
(4:24) WJj U j and made lawful for you are [women] 
other than these. 

j/j/j w-z-r impregnable mountain, refuge, armament; support, 
counsellor; to bear, to back up; to carry, heavy load, crime, sin. 



The word jJj wazar, meaning mountain or refuge, is said to be of 
Nabatean origin and jjJj wazir is said to be originally Persian. Of 
this root, six forms oeeur 27 times in the Qur’an: jji tazir seven 
times; jjj wizr seven times; "J'jJ '’awzar five times; s'jJj 
waziratun five times; j'Jj wazar onee and jjJ'j wazTr twiee. 

jjj tazir [imp. of v. jj'j wazara, trans.] to bear, to shoulder 
(responsibility) (53:38) jjj fjJj jJj V' that no [responsible] 
soul shall shoulder the responsibility of another. 

JJJ wizr [n. pi. jljJ ■’flwzdr] 1 load, burden, heavy weight 
(20:87) UUajaa fjfjj^ b^fj but we were laden with 

burdens from the people’s ornaments, so we threw them [into the 
fire]-, *(47:4) UjljJ ^ until the war comes to an end 

[lit. lays down its burdens} 2 guilt, erime, sin, responsibility 
(20:100) fjjj J.JJ JAj ^ i> whoever turns away 

from it will bear a heavy responsibility on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

5jj)j waziratun [fern. aet. part.] a person (soul) having the 
eapaeity to be responsible for his/her aetions, a legal entity 
(6:164) tsj^' JJJ 'o'jJj JJJ no soul capable of carrying 
responsibility shall bear the guilt of another. 

JJJ wazar [n.] refuge, plaee of refuge (75:11) jjj V 514 truly, 
there will be no refuge. 

IhJj wazTr [n.] eounsellor, helper, supporter (20:29) J J^-fj 
I> fjjjj and provide for me a helper from my family. 

t/j/j w-z-‘’ to restrain, to keep in line; to urge, to eneourage; one 
responsible for keeping the troops in line in battle, to marshall 
faetions, groups; to distribute. Of this root, two forms oeeur five 
times in the Qur’an: ^jJ ^awzi‘’ twiee and ’^jjiyuza‘’ three times. 

'’awzi‘’ [imper. of v. IV ^'jJ "’awza^’a, trans.] to urge, to 
inspire, to impress upon (27:19) jkls! "J iJ^jj tfj my Lord, 
inspire me to acknowledge your blessing. 

tjJ^ yuza‘’ [imperf. pass, of v. IV] to be driven, to be herded 
(41:19) 'afi-'jji "(42 j'^' j4^ 'ffij on the Day that God’s 




enemies are gathered up for the Fire and marshalled in herds. 


Cj/j/j w-z-n weight, measure; scales; to weigh, to weigh out, to 
estimate, to compare; justice; to be wise; to be parallel with, to be 
equal or equivalent to. Of this root, five forms occur 23 times in 
the Qur’an: 'fjj wazana three times; "Jjj wazn three times; "ujJ’j- 
mawzun once; "cfjif mlzdn nine times and mawdzln seven 

times. 

CjSj wazana [v. trans.] 1 to weigh (17:35) I jjjj 

weigh with [correctly] balanced scales 2 [v. doubly trans.] to 
weigh out something for someone (83:3) jj'jj ‘J jllk lijj 

but when they measure or weigh [goods] for others, they give less 
than they should. 

"djjwazn [v. n./n.] weighing, weight (7:8) b’jjl'j On 

that Day the weighing [of deeds] will be true and just, *(18:105) 
Uj'j ^1411 yji 54 We shall not show them any consideration 

[lit. We will not set up for them, on the Day of Resurrection, any 
weighing up (or. We shall not owe any weight to them)]. 

mawzun [pass, part.] balanced, well-proportioned 
(15:19) tjji Ixuji'j and We have caused to grow on 

[the earth] [some] of everything that is in good balance. 

b'j** mlzdn [v. n./n. of instrument, pi. ojJ'j- mawdzln] 1 
weighing/weight; scales (7:85) 'j^jU so give full 

measure and weight 2 principles of justice (21:47) 

^1411 ^(41 cind We set up fair scales for the Day of 

Resurrection. 

w-s-t middle, centre; justice; heart, waist; inside; between; 
the choice, the select; to cause to be in the centre. Of this root, 
four forms occur five times in the Qur’an: wasata once; 

wasat once; '’awsat twice and <.s44j wustd once. 

Kuij wasata i [v. trans.] to move into the middle or the centre, 
to split something down the middle (100:5) 144- 54 and 

plunging thereby into the gathering [of the enemy]. 

Kuij wasat [quasi-act. part./n.] middle/the middle, the centre 



*(2:143) Ua^j We have made you into a just community 

[lit. a community of the middle]. 

lauij) ^awsat [elat., fern. <^1=2. j wustd] 1 middle, average (5:89) 
U [> (jjSUu- J.ULj ^jUSi the atonement for it 
[breaking an oath] is the feeding of ten poor people with the 
average of the food you serve your own families 2 the noblest 
kind, the most worthy (in an interpretation of verse 2:238) I 

^Jc. take care to do your prayers, and 
[particularly], prayers performed in the best of ways [also 
interpreted as: the middle prayer, said to be either the afternoon 
or the dawn prayer]. 

tlo^h w-s-‘' affluence, wealth; benefactor; capacity, ability; to be 
spacious, to accommodate; to encompass; to assist. Of this root, 
seven forms occur 32 times in the Qur’an: wasi’^a six times; 

wus'' five times; wdsi^" nine times; wdsi’^atun four 
times; ^ sa’^atun six times; ^once musi‘' and j- musi’^un 
once. 

wasi’^a a [v. trans.] to accommodate, to embrace, to 
encompass, to be comprehensive, (7:156) jj^'JjMy 

mercy encompasses all things. 

wus‘' [v. n./n.] capacity, ability, means, capability, 
competence (2:286) Vj Hir AJll ejK V God does not burden 
any soul beyond its capacity. 

wdsi’' [quasi-act. part, fern. wdsi‘'atun] 1 large, 
wide, extensive (29:56) oj My Kingdom is vast 2 [an 

attribute of God] the All-Embracing, the Infinite (2:115) j ^ 
God is Infinite and All-Knowing. 

^ sa^atun [n.] affluence, abundance, wealth (24:22) cit Sf j 
Ijj^ jijl and let not those of 

you who possess bounty and plenty forswear giving to kinsmen 
and the poor. 

^^fAmusi‘' [act. part/n., pi. musKun] 1 affluent rich 

(2:236) fj'ja j^l kJA the rich according to his 

means and the poor according to his 2 one who enlarges, one 
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who makes extensive (51:47) U j ijL Ulii 't.'CLlVj and We 

built the heaven with power and We have made it vast. 

ii/iyij w-s-q a camel’s load, a dry measure of a certain capacity; a 
flock of birds, a herd of animals; to load, a beast of burden; to 
cover up (of night), to rise up in the sky (of the moon), to become 
a full moon, to shine upon the land below; to gather together, to 
be complete, to be in perfect order. Of this root, two forms, 
wasaqa and dttasaqa, occur once each in the Qur’an. 

wasaqa i [v. trans.] to gather together; to cover; to span; 
to enshroud (84:17) U'j cPfj by the night and all that it 
covers. 

dttasaqa [v. VIll, intrans.] to reach fullness, to realise 
full potential; to become in good order (84:18) j by the 

moon when it becomes full. 

w-s-l linkage, means, medium, device; rank, station; 
proximity; to ingratiate oneself; to implore. Of this root, vU-j 
wasllatun, occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

wasllatun [n.] linkage; proximity, way (17:57) (Jj 
they seek a way to their Lord. 

w-s-m brand, sign, branding iron; to cauterise; good looks; 
seasons, returning occasions, spring rain; to see signs of certain 
traits in someone, to gauge; to ornament. Of this root, two forms, 

nasim and mutawassimun, occur once each in the 

Qur’ an. 

nasim [imperf. of v. wasama, trans.] to brand (68:16) 
We will brand him on the snout. 

mutawassimln [pi. of act. part, mutawassim] one 
who infers, uses clues to read the signs (15:75) [jj 

there is truly a lesson in this for those who read the signs. 

f lialui ^asmd'’ (see s-m-w). 

w-s-n slumber, napping, dozing, drowsiness; to be lazy. Of 



this root, ^ sinatun, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

^ sinatun [n.] slumber (2:255) Sf'j ^ Sf neither 
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. 

o^/j/o^/j w-s-w-s indistinct hidden sound, whisper; rustle, jingling 
of anklets; devilish insinuations; tempter; to insinuate bad 
thoughts, to tempt; to be obsessed. Of this root, two forms occur 
five times in the Qur’an: waswasa four times; 

waswas onee. 

waswasa [quadriliteral v. intrans.] 1 to insinuate evil 
thoughts, to put a suggestion into someone’s mind, to lead to 
temptation (20:120) but Satan insinuated into 

him 2 to whisper, to speak seeretively (50:16) U jikij (jUiVl Uak jiTj 
kluaj 5 U We created the human, and We know what his soul 

whispers within him. 

jLj waswas [n.] one who plants evil ideas, the tempter, the 
one who insinuates (an epithet of the devil) (114:4) I> 

from the evil of the insinuator, the one who slinks away [at 
the mention of God]. 

w-sh-y blotch of colour; to ornament; to speak in a sweet 
deceptive manner, to gossip; to inerease in wealth, to prise out 
information gently. Of this root, ^ shiyatun, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

^ shiyatun [n.] blotch of colour, blemish (2:71) 1^4 ^ V 
it is a perfect [cow], without a blemish on it. 

w-s-b pain, illness, extreme fatigue; lasting, permanent; to 
nurse; to persist. Of this root, wdsib, oeeurs twice in the 
Qur’an. 

wdsib [act. part] lasting, constant forever (37:9) IJSc. 
l^Vjfor them will be perpetual torment. 

^/o^/j w-s-d (this root overlaps with the root '’-s-d because of 
the dialeetal difference in pronouncing hamza as a pure vowel) 




1028 




courtyard, stone enclosure for animals; extreme midday heat; to 
shut, to cover; to loom; to fix. Of this root, two forms occur three 
times in the Qur’an: musadatun twice and wasid once. 

musadatun (also mu^’sadatun) [pass, part.] shut, 

closed over, closed in (104:8) t^jj it [Hell Fire] closes 

in on them. 

wasid [n./pass. part.] threshold (18:18)54^0) 
their dog stretching out its forelegs at the entrance. 

i'.Lafa mu^'sadatun (see J/o^/' '-s-d). 

^/o^/j w-s-f attributes; to describe, to detail, to become 
describable; a serving boy or a girl; to ornament, to make 
something seem attractive; to be youthful. Of this root, two forms 
occur 14 times in the Qur’an: yasif 13 times and wasf 

once. 

yasif [ircr^ed. v. , trans.] to detail, to relate, to describe, to 
attribute, to ascribe (16:116) Ija 0 .^' U1 IjijSj Sfj 

liA j do not designate what your tongues falsely describe 
[saying]: ‘This is permissible and this is forbidden. ’ 

wasf [n./v. n.] attribute, act of attributing, ascribing 
(6:139) ‘^i^j He will punish them for their [falsely] 

attributing [commands to Him]. 

w-s-l joint; link, large expanse of land; prosperity, (of land) 
fertility; to arrive at, to reach; to deliver, to relate; to be kin; to 
deny one’s ancestors. Of this root, four forms occur 12 times in 
the Qur’an: tasil seven times; wassala once; yusal 

three times and wasllatun once. 

J-xi tasil [imperf. of v. wasala] I [intrans.] 1 to reach for 
(11:70) 5ujj ti-oj 7 ‘^4 4'j when he saw that their hands 
did not go for it [the food[, he became doubtful about their 
identity 2 to associate with, to go to for refuge (4:90) 'cif^ 
jllto "f4jSj but those who seek refuge with people with 

whom you have a treaty II [trans] to join together (13:21) 

^ kill jlol U and those who join together what God 
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has commanded should be joined. 

wassala [v. II, trans.] to cause to join together, to cause to 
be in a sequence (28:51) "(4^ Jj^' We have 

caused Our Word to come to them in sequence with no 
interruption so that they may keep it in mind. 

yusal [pass, imperf. of v. IV ^’awsala] to be joined 
together (13:25) ‘j ^ j-i U Ciy^j and they sever what 
God has commanded should be joined. 

wasllatun [n.] term denoting a female sheep, goat or a 
camel bom with a male twin, both having been preceded by five, 
six or seven births by their mother. In pre-lslamic practice the 
male twin would not be slaughtered and his twin sister’s milk 
would be denied to women; such practices were said to have been 
ordained by deities (5:103) 'ij Sf'j o- kill l54- 

God did not institute such [practices] as the dedication of 
bahiratun, sd^’ibatun, wasllatun or ham (q.v.) [to idols]. 

w-s-y thick, intertwined plants; a will, instmction; to 
bequeath, to urge; to impress upon someone, to relate to someone; 
to obligate; to join together. Of this root, six forms occur 32 times 
in the Qur’an: wassd 11 times; '’awsd six times; ^^Ijj 

tawdsd five times; miisl once; wasiyyatun eight times 
and tawsiyatun once. 

wassd [v. II, trans.] to enjoin upon, to prescribe, to 
command; to leave to, to bequeath to (2:132) ^ 
and Abraham enjoined it upon his sons. 

'’awsd [v. IV, trans.] 1 to enjoin, to command (19:31) 
slkjllj and He has enjoined upon me praying and 

alms-giving 2 to bequeath (4:12) ‘J 44 I> after 

[payment of any other[ bequest he may bequeath or [any] debt. 

(jluflijj tawdsd [v. VI, intrans.] to urge each other (to do 
something) (90:17) t’y.Ayj and [be of those 

who[ enjoin upon one another steadfastness and enjoin upon one 
another compassion. 
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musl [act. part./n.] one who bequeaths, a testator (2:182) 
t«jj UiU but if anyone fears that the testator has 

made a mistake or done wrong. 

wasiyyatun I [v. n.] act of making a bequest (2:180) 
j bequeathing should be done in favour of parents 

and close relatives II [n.] 1 bequest, bequeathed amount 
(4:11) ^3 -J then for his mother is 

one sixth [of what remains] after [payment of any other] bequest 
he may have bequeathed or [any] debt 2 command, ordinance, 
law (4:12) fdll [this is] a commandment from God. 

tawsiyatun [v. n.] the making of a will or bequest 
(36:50) 5ti they will have no time to make bequests. 

t/o^h w-d-‘' location, place; fixed taxes; luggage; debate, dialogue; 
to put down, to place, to fix into position; (of clothes) to wear, to 
take off; to invent; to flatten; to (mutually) agree upon; to show 
humility; to postpone; to subside; to give birth. Of this root, five 
forms occur 26 times in the Qur’an: wad^a 18 times; 

wudi^'a three times; "’awda^'a once; mawadi^' three 

times and mawdid once. 

'^'jwada‘'a a [v. trans.] 1 to spread out, to lay flat (55:10) 
fhs 1444= j He spread out the Earth for His creatures 2 to 

lay out, to establish, to appoint, to set (rules) (55:7) J 
and He set the Scales [of justice] 3 to give birth, to deliver a baby 
(3:36) cjk4=j Uj Ji! jJ\ 14^4=j Ljj cjlli she said, ‘My Lord! 
I have given birth to her, a female, ’ but God knew best what she 
had given birth to 4 to take off, to remove, to discard (24:58) 

'^14 'tjji44 and when you take your garments off at 
midday [siesta] 5 to unburden, to relieve of (94:2) 41 Jjj 4h4 I44=jj 
and we relieved you of your burden 6 to lay down, put aside 
(4:102) jJax Qx ^ (jlk (jj ^ ^^Vjlr - ^4?. VJ 

you will not be blamed if you lay down your arms when you are 
overtaken by heavy rain or illness', *(47:4) ^'Jjj 
until the war comes to an end [lit. lays down its burdens]. 

j4aj a [pass. wudEa v.] 1 to be appointed, to be established 



(3:96) ^ o"'-^ i-fj bj the first House [of worship] to 

be established for mankind was the one at Bacca (i.e. Mecca) 2 to 
be laid open, to be put in place (18:49) the record [of 

deeds[ will be laid open. 

^awda^'a [v. IV, trans.] to drive through or scurry around 
in the midst of a group with bad intentions *(9:47) I 
they would have scurried around in your midst trying to stir up 
troubles. 

mawddi‘' [pi. of n. of place mawdi‘'] places, 

settings *(4:46) they distort words out of 

their contexts. 

mawdu^" [pass, part.] placed in, laid out, made ready 
(88:14) j goblets placed before them. 

O/o^/j w-d-n to plait, to braid, to interweave, to trim with gold and 
precious stones; to bring close together; to ingratiate oneself. Of 
this root, mawdunatun, occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

mawdunatun [fern. pass, part.] richly woven/trimmed 
with gold and precious stones (56:15) on couches 

of beautifully ornamented cloth. 

)/L/j w-/-^ low land; force, gravity, pressure, to tread underfoot, to 
defeat, to raid; to have sexual intercourse; to facilitate, to be 
approachable, to agree with, to match, to synchronise. Of this 
root, four forms occur six times in the Qur’an: ILj tata'’ three 
times; ifiJtfiyuwdtb’ once; waf once and mawtb’ once. 

tiaj tata^’u [imperf. v. wata^’a, trans.] 1 to step on, to set foot 
on, to tread (33:27) U Jiii p [He will give you] a land you 

have never trodden 2 to trample underfoot, to harm *(48:25) Vjij 
jlLj "ijl jlLtj iU-uj 'ojV> and if there had not been 

believing men and believing women [among them], whom you did 
not know, you would have harmed [lit. trampled underfoot] them 
[the disbelivers]. 

yuwatk’ [imperf. of v. Ill til j wata^’a, trans.] to cause to 
match up, to cause to agree, to cause to conform with (9:37) 
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yil U Sat I jj^r^ tott kj Uilt f/jey will allow it one year- 
and forbid it one year-in order to conform with the number of 
what God has forbidden. 

fLj waf [v. n.] trampling, pressure, compulsion, force, 
impression (73:6) pSU ‘Ji indeed, night prayers 

make a deeper impression. 

mawti'’ [n. of place] a place where the foot steps, 
foothold (9:120) jUSlI loLp j they do not step in a 

place that angers the disbelievers. 

j/L/j w-t-r purpose, goal, desire, want. Of this root, only ji=j watar, 
occurs twice in the Qur’an. 

watar [n.] want, purpose, term (33:37) P- i'j Pa 
tplPj'j when Zayd had formally ended his marriage to her [lit. 
completed a purpose from her^. We gave her to you in marriage. 

^/L/j w-t-n habitat; a hattlefield, a place where something is done; 
to settle in, to reconcile oneself to something. Of this root, 
mawdtin, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

mawdtin [pi. of n. of place mawtin] places where 
battles are fought, battlefields (also battles, by extension) (9:25) osi 
God has helped you [believers] on many 

battlefields. 

j/£,/j w-^'-d promise, pledge, to promise; threat, to threaten; to make 
an appointment; to come to an understanding. Of this root, 11 
forms occur 151 times in the Qur’an: Pj wa‘'ada 43 times; Pj 
wudda 27 times; ic-jj tu^'id once; ac-fj wd‘'ada four times; PIjj 
tawa^'ada once; P-'j wa‘'d 49 times; Ijf-'j wald six times; Vj- 
mawdd 12 times; spp mawHdatun once; ajkp maw%d once and 
iUio mrdd six times. 

'ic.jwa’'ada i [v. trans.] 1 to promise (5:9) I(jPI PI Pj 
pi "jki j P pPlPJI I jli j God has promised those who 
believe and do good deeds that they will have forgiveness and a 
rich reward 2 to threaten (11:32) Ulu P Gull so bring us that with 



which you are threatening us. 

jftj wu^ida [pass, v.] 1 to be promised (47:15) Vj 

the Garden the pious are promised 2 to be threatened 
(51:60) l54I the Day with which they are threatened. 

jftjj tu^'id [imperf. of v. IV ijt '’aw^'ada, trans.] to threaten 
(7:86) ojVjj V j and do not sit in every pathway, 

threatening [wayfarers]. 

jftlj wa^'ada [v. Ill, trans.] 1 to make promises to, to reach 
understanding with (2:235) Ij*- [jAjit'jj 7 but do not make 
agreements with them in secrecy 2 to appoint something for 
someone (2:51) W jjj and when We appointed 

for Moses forty nights 3 to exchange pledges with, to make a 
covenant with (20:80) aa 

We rescued you from your enemies and We made a covenant with 
you on the right-hand side of the mountain. 

tawd‘'ada [v. VI, intrans.] to agree upon an appointment 
with one another (8:42) "jTj had you made an 

appointment together [to fight/meet], you would surely have 
differed [in keeping the time of or in finding the place of\ the 
appointment. 

jbj wa^'d [n./v. n.] 1 promise (28:61) li-i. I"ij ibij We made 
him a good promise 2 threat (22:47) ‘cfj 41j 

i'ij they will challenge you to hasten the punishment: God will 
not fail in His threat. 

'"s^'jwald [v. n./n.] 1 warning (14:14) UiU-j UiU- 411j 

j this reward is for those who are in awe of meeting Me, and 
who heed My warnings 2 promised retribution, punishment 
(50:14) Jjt j JS all [of these peoples] rejected the 

prophets, so my promised punishment fell due', *(50:20) ffi 
the Day of Retribution [lit. the Day of Threatening]. 

mawdd I [v. n./n.] 1 appointment, appointed time, 
scheduled meeting; tryst (20:59) 'fy, your appointment 
is on the feast day 2 a promise (20:87) Uakf U We did 

not break our word to you of our own accord II [n. of place] 




appointed place, promised destination (11:17) ^ ‘jki 

iVj- j'jl'j as for those of the groups who deny it [its truth], the 
Fire is their promised place. 

S'jftjj mawddatun [n.] a solemn promise (9:114) jUijL.1 (jlS Uj 
iO Uij Vj 5 ^JV Abraham’s seeking forgiveness 

[from God[ for his father was only because of a promise he [his 
father] had made to him. 

i^’y^maw'^ud [pass, part.] that which is agreed upon, 
promised *(85:2) jjL'jJI by the promised Day, the inevitable 
Day. 

mVad I [v. n.; n.] a promise (39:20) ^11 V God 

does not fail the promise II [n. of place; n. of time] place or time 
of an appointment (8:42) you would surely have 

differed {in keeping the time of or in finding the place of\, the 
appointment. 

Ja/g^/j w-‘’-^ to admonish, to exhort, to advise, to teach, to learn hy 
example; an example, to learn from. Of this root, four forms 
occur 25 times in the Qur’an: wa‘’a^a 11 times; yu^’ai 

four times; wad fin once and maw^’fiatun nine times. 

li^fwa^’aia i [v. trans.] to admonish, to exhort, to urge 
(34:46) Uij I only impress upon you one thing. 

■laejj yufi:^ [pass, imperf.] 1 to be admonished, to be exhorted, 
to be commanded, to be urged (4:66) 50 'u^y, ^ "f4j^ jij 

fjp- yet if they had done what they were admonished to do, it 
would have been better for them 2 to be taught, to be guided, to 
be made to take heed (65:2) /jjH j 5 dlL 'JA ‘ly 5 U 

thus are guided those who believe in God and the Last Day. 

wddfin [pi. of act. part. k>c.rj wd^’ifi those who 
admonish, preachers (26:136) 't> IjS it 

makes no difference to us whether you preach or are not one of 
those who preach. 

mawd^atun [n./v. n.] 1 a warning, a lesson to learn from 
(2:66) Uj 'fill U V14j so We made this 




a warning to those people who were there at the time and to those 
who came after them, and a lesson to all who are mindful of God 
2 an admonition, exhortation (16:125) 2 )u'j Jjj-- 

call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and kindly 

exhortation. 

^-"-y vessel, eontainer; awareness, eomprehension; noise; to 
eolleet, to gather, to eomprise; to eomprehend, to he aware, to he 
alert; (of a wound) to seerete; to exhaust. Of this root, five forms 
oeeur seven times in the Qur’an: ta'^l onee; "aw'"a twiee; 

^-fj wd‘'iyatun onee; wi‘'d^ twiee and %-ji ^aw'^iyatun onee. 

ta^^T [imperf. of v. i^'jwa^'d, trans.] to grasp, to pereeive, to 
retain, to take in (69:12) ^-fj and attentive ears might 

take it in. 

'’aw^'d [v. IV, trans.] 1 to keep from others, to hoard, 
(70:18) amasses [wealth] and hoards it 2 to hide in 

one’s heart, to harbour (84:23) 'oyy, God knows best 

what they keep hidden inside [their hearts]. 

wd^'iyatun [fern. act. part.] perceptive, attentive, grasping 
(69:12) ^-fj y\ and attentive ears might take it in. 

[n. pi. %-ji ^awHyatun] baggage, pack, travel gear 
(12:76) ftc-j Jja so he began with their packs before 

the pack of his brother. 

j/lj/j w-f-d the fastest camel in a caravan; distinguished group of 
travellers, honoured group arriving at the residence of a 
high-ranking person, an envoy between high-ranking people; to 
arrive. Of this root, ia'j wafd, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jIj wafd [coll, n.] honoured company, a group who come into 
the presence of a high-ranking person (19:85) 'ff, 

laa'j on the Day We gather the righteous as an honoured 

company before the Lord of Mercy. 

j/lj/j w-f-r abundance; to be plentiful, to increase; to receive in full; 
to complete. Of this root, jJij^ mawfur, occurs once in the 
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Qur’ an. 

jJijiA mawfur [pass, part.] made ample (17:63) [jli 

l\'^Hell will be your reward-an ample reward. 

Q^a/iJ/j w-f-d leather base for a grinding stone, place where water 
gathers, leather bag; mixture of people, rabble; to hurry, to speed 
up, to chase; to go separate ways. Of this root, oJMJi yufidun, 
occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

yufidun [imperf. of v. IV ^awfada, intrans.] to 
speed up, to run fast, to hasten, to rally (70:43) 
as if they are rallying to a flag. 

w-f-q to match, to agree with, to be in harmony with; to come 
upon by chance, to occur at the time of something; to succeed, to 
be right; to be well-guided, to inspire. Of this root, three forms 
occur four times in the Qur’an: ijffi yuwajfiiq once; jUj wifaq 
once and jjijj tawfiq twice. 

dfifi yuwaffiq [imperf. of v. II ja'j waffaqa, trans.] to effect 
harmony, to bring about reconciliation between parties (4:35) 

U4jS iill God will bring about a reconciliation between them. 

jlij wifaq [v. n./n.] state of being suitable; harmony, accord 
(78:26) lili j lyfi. a fitting recompense. 

tawfiq [v. n./n.] 1 act of reconciliation; reconciliation 
(4:62) Ujijj'j VJ Ub'J y we only wanted to do good and [bring 
about] reconciliation 2 succeeding; success (11:88) VJ 
and my success is only through God. 

w-f-y death; goal; loyalty, fidelity, faithfulness; to show up; 
to carry out a promise; (of debts) to pay back in full, to give full 
measure, to complete; to come at an appointed time, to be 
recalled; to increase. Of this root, 10 forms occur 66 times in the 
Qur’an: waffd nine times; wujfiya nine times; (1) 

'’awjn 18 times; tawaffa 20 times; yutawajfd four times; 

yastawfi once; (2) '’awfd twice; Cifimufun once; 
muwajfun once and mutawaffi once. 
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wajfa [v. II] 1 [trans.] to fulfil a promise, to complete an 
assignment (53:36) j and Abraham who fulfilled his 

duty 2 [doubly trans.] to pay someone his dues in full 
(35:30) fA jj?-' that He may pay them their rewards in full. 

i^jwuffiya [pass, v.] to be paid one’s dues in full (16:111) 
U (^jjj every soul will be paid in fill for what it has 

done. 

yiji (1) '’awfd [v. IV] 1 [intrans. with prep, j to honour (an 
agreement), to fulfil (a promise) (2:40) mj' 

honour your pledge to Me and I will honour My pledge to you 2 
[trans.] to give a full measure (17:35) I ja"J j and fill up 

the measure when you measure. 

ijkfi tawaffd [v. V, trans.] 1 (of God) to recall (a person or 
soul), to bring to the end of the allotted lifespan (16:70) 

God has created you and will [surely] recall you 2 (of 
death) to claim a soul (4:15) lA ‘caso 

detain them at home until death claims them 3 (of the angels or 
Angel of Death) to bring back, to reap, to harvest (6:61) 1 jj ^ 

ULj kii'jj until, when death visits/approaches any of 

you, Our envoys claim him. 

yutawaffd [pass. v. V] to be recalled, to be taken back, to 
die (22:5) and some from among you die. 

yastawfi (v. X, trans.] to exact to the full, to demand 
one’s dues in full (83:2) those who, 

when they take measure from people, demand it in full. 

(2) ^aw/d [elat.] 1 fuller/fullest (53:41) ‘f 

then he will be repaid in the fullest measure for it 2 more faithful 
to a promise, more fulfilling of an agreement (9:111) laJ t>j 
<111 't> who could be more fulfilling of (or, more faithful to) his 
promise than God? 

muwajfun [pi. of act. part. muwaffi] those who pay 

(dues) in full (11:109) o=.jaxo Jjc. fifA Uj'j and We shall 

certainly give them their share undiminished. 

mufun [pi. of act. part. mufi] those who keep an 




agreement, ones who fulfil a promise (2:177) lij 

I jjAlt and those who keep their promises whenever they make 

them. 

mutawaffi [act. part.] (of God) recaller, reclaimer, one 
who reclaims someone at the end of their allotted timespan. 
Completer (of life) (3:55) ^ '^fjj 2li'j4 Jla jj when 

God said, ‘Jesus, I am recalling you and raising you up to Me. ’ 

v/j/j w-q-b holes in the rock where rainwater collects; foolish 
person; heavy drinker; to sink in, to subside; to disappear, to 
darken. Of this root, l^jwaqaba, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

lJj waqaba i [v. intrans.] to enter, to cover with darkness, to 
prevail (113:3) s-a'j I jj ’_>! I>j and of the evil of the dark night 

[also interpreted as: darkness, the moon, or the Pleiades] when it 
prevails. 

j/j w-q-t time, period of time, timespan, to appoint a time or 
place, to specify an amount of time, an appointed time. Of this 
root, five forms occur 13 times in the Qur’an: euaf ‘’uqqita once; 
dij waqt three times; cjUxo miqdt seven times; mawdqlt 

once and jsj- mawqut once. 

(31 ‘’uqqita (also eiij wuqqita) [pass. v. II] to he given an 
appointed time (77:11) "jlo'jJI Ijj j and when the messengers are 
assigned their appointed time. 

d&jwaqt [n.] time (15:38) pajll (_sJj until the Day of 
the Appointed Time. 

miqdt [n., pi. ejiljx mawdqlt] 1 a fixed time (78:17) J."4 “Ji 
Ijlixo 'JS. the Day of Decision is a fixed time 2 an appointed 
place or time (7:143) 12144 ^Tj and when Moses came at 

the time [and place] We have fixed [for him] 3 time-markers 
(2:189) gidlj ^UU ejjSfjx Cfi 4hjlLu they ask you about 

the crescent moons—say, ‘They show appointed times for people, 
and for the pilgrimage. ’ 

CiJifA mawqut [pass, part.] defined in/hy time, time-specified 
(4:103) hjajx ‘Ji surely Prayer is a timed 



obligation upon the believers. 


j/j/j w-q-d firewood, fuel, extreme heat of day, to burn, to heat up, 
to kindle; to shine, to glimmer; to be agile, to be alert, to be quick. 
Of this root, five forms occur 11 times in the Qur’an: '’awqada 

four times; yuqad once; ja j^\ dstawqada once; Vj waqud 
four times and s'aa muqadatun once. 

■jajl '’awqada [v. IV trans.] to kindle (a fire), to light (a fire) 
*(5:64) uUla! IjU IjisJ UK whenever they kindle afire of 
war, God puts it out. 

’Sifi yuqad [pass, imperf. of v. 'j|jI ^uqida] to be kindled, to be 
lit, to be fuelled (24:35) I> ’^fi fuelled from a blessed 

olive tree. 

i&fLj hstawqada [v. X, trans.] (of a fire) to seek to kindle, to 
labour to light (2:17) IjU like a [person] who has 

laboured in order to kindle a fire. 

jjSj waqud I [n.] fuel (3:10) jUll ija'j they will be fuel for the 
fire II [v. n.] the act of burning, the act of fuelling (85:5) pli jl4l 
j jfjll the well-fuelled fire. 

5'jaj^ muqadatun [pass, part.] kindled, made to rage (104:6) jU 
s'aajUl 5011 [it is] God’s Fire, made to blaze. 

j/j/j w-q-dh an animal killed by striking with a stick, to strike 
violently, to kill by striking; to be slow and dull; to be very ill; to 
be saddened. Of this root, sijs’j- mawqudhatun, occurs once in the 
Qur’ an. 

mawqudhatun [fern. pass, part.] an animal clubbed to 
death (5:3) sijSjlOrj ... AilOl jKjlt eiUjk you are forbidden to eat 
carrion ...an animal killed by clubbing. 

j/ii/j w-q-r a load; solemnity, respect, dignity; to be heavily 
pregnant; to show respect; to be hard of hearing; to exact, to take; 
to settle down, to be inactive, to stay at home. Of this root, four 
forms occur nine times in the Qur’an: 'Jty tuwaqqir once; jlij 
waqdr once; j5j waqr six times and j5j wiqr once. 



jSjj tuwaqqir [imperf. of v. II j5j waqqara, trans.] to revere, to 
exalt (48:9) j and you may support Him, and you 

may revere Him. 

jlSj waqdr [v. n./n.] majesty, greatness, reverence (71:13) U 
Ijla'j 5 dl ojVjJ 7 what is the matter with you?-why will you not fear 
God’s majesty? (or, why do you not hope for Him to honour 
you?). 

"Jfjwaqr [n.] deafness (41:44) ja'j ^ in their ears is 
deafness. 

jSj wiqr [n.] a heavy load (51:2) Ijaj eiiiUlklla and those 
carrying a heavy burden. 

£,/j/j w-q-‘’ calamity, war, battle; to fall, to befall, to occur; to alight 
upon, to guess, to expect, to gossip, to come face-to-face with; (of 
rain) to fall sporadically. Of this root, seven forms occur 24 times 
in the Qur’an: waqa^’a 12 times; yuqd once; wdqd six 

times; ^\j wdqdatun twice; waq’^atun once; mawdqd 
once and ijyd\'f.muwdqdun once. 

jij waqa^’a a [v. intrans.] 1 to collapse (22:65) ^ ‘j 
fUiLi Vj Qd}i\ and He sustains the heavens lest they collapse 
upon the earth, save by His leave 2 to fall down (38:72) ^ I 

so fall down before him in prostration 3 to take place, to 
happen (56:1) cddj Ijj when the Coming Event takes place 4 
[with prep. <^] to befall (7:71) j "^'j "(> '^j ja 

punishment and wrath are to befall you from your Lord 5 to be 
confirmed, to become established (7:118) and the truth 

was confirmed 6 to fall due (4:100) ’djf\ aaa his reward 
from God falls due. 

’^fyuqd [imperf of v. IV "’awqa^’a, trans.] to incite, to 
cause to occur, to bring about (5:91) jjJ 

iUiaijirj Satan seeks only to incite enmity and hatred among you. 

wdqE [act. part.] 1 that which occurs, happening, coming 
to pass, taking place (52:7) 2)u'j [jj your Lord’s 

punishment is surely coming 2 falling upon (7:171) USu jj'j 

y 'j '-d I ^ dk )45"ja and [remember] when We hoisted the 



mountain high above them as if it were a canopy and they feared 
it would fall on them 3 befalling, coming to (42:22) 0*411^11 

y j ja'j I fLS. Cm you will see the wrongdoers fearful of 
what they have earned—it [the punishment] will surely befall 
them. 

'’al-wdqdatu [fern, n.] the coming event (epithet for the 
Resurrection) (56:1) cai'j ljj when the Coming Event takes 
place * \ name of Sura 56, Meccan sura, so-named because of 

the reference in verse 1 to "the Happening’, "Occurrence’, "That 
which is Coming’. 

kalj waq^’atun [v. n.] the act of occurring, coming to pass, 
happening, occurrence (56:2) [then] none shall 

deny its occurrence. 

mawaqC [pi. of n. of time or place mawqT] 
positions, stations, place or time of falling or setting (56:75) 5\i 

^ I swear by the positions of the stars. 

muwdqCun [pi. of act. part, of v. Ill wdqa^’a] ones 
who embrace, collide with, fall into (18:53) IjUll jkUl J\'fj 
U the evil-doers will see the Fire and deem that they are 

about to fall into it. 

i-i/j/j w-q-f to stand, to erect; to stop; to acquaint oneself with 
something, to inform, to let know; to become silent, to pause, to 
be reticent; to fall into dispute; to elucidate, to make clear; 
bracelet, anklet. Of this root, three forms occur four times in the 
Qur’an: qif once; wuqifa twice and mawqufun 

once. 

<-2 qif [imper. of v. Ua'j waqafa, trans.] to (make) halt, to stop, 
to (make) stand up (37:24) (jjIjIm jaSj and halt them, for 
they are to be questioned. 

tiSj wuqifa [pass, v.] to be stopped, to be made to stand up 
(6:27) jUll I jMj jj "jTj if you could only see, when they are 
made to halt/stand up before the Fire. 

mawqufun [pi. of pass. part. rnawquf] stranded. 



immobilised, halted, stopped (34:31) jj "_/j 

■^j if only you could see, when the unjust will be made to stand 
before their Lord. 

w-q-y to guard, to safeguard; to prevent, to obviate; to avoid, 
to beware; protection, fear, caution. Of this root, nine forms occur 
258 times in the Qur’an: (_/j waqd 14 times; yiiqd twice; Jith 
dttaqd 166 times; '’atqd twice; wdql three times; ^ 
taqiyy three times; sISj tuqdtun twice; c 5 j^ taqwd 17 times and 
muttaqun 49 times. 

waqd i [v. doubly trans.] 1 to protect, to shield from, to 
keep safe from (16:81) ‘,>^11 garments to protect you 

from the heat 2 to preserve from, to distance from (40:9) 
and preserve them from [doing] evil things. 

yuqd [imperf. of pass. v. wuqiya] to be distanced from, 
to be saved from, to be preserved from (64:16) 5 ^-^ ^ I>j 
tjjkjLlI JJk those who are saved from their own meanness will 
be the prosperous ones. 

JsLt, ^ittaqd [y. VIII] I [intrans.] to be pious (2:103) ‘^\ "/j 

^ I jiil'j if they had believed and been pious, their 

reward from Him would have been [far] better II [trans.] 1 to be 
conscious of, to keep in mind, to be mindful of (59:18) ojill 

I jiil I jiold you who believe!, be mindful of God 2 to stay away 
from, to avoid, to forbid oneself (9:115) (jjai U making 

clear to them what they should avoid 3 to protect (39:24) 

t-f^he who uses his face to protect himself from the severity 
of the torment 4 to guard against (73:17) bj oj^ 

lli4 b'-Jjl' so how can you, if you disbelieve, guard against a Day 
which will turn children grey? 5 to have a thought for, to beware, 
to have a care for (36:45) U'j b;) '4 ' beware of what 
lies before and behind you. 

^/ds '’atqd [elat.] more/most pious, more/most mindful/aware 
(of God) (49:13) bj in God’s sight the most 

honoured among you are the most pious (or, the ones who are 
most mindful of Him). 
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V4j 

ySlj waql [act. part.] protector, defender (13:34) U'j 

jjlj and there will not be for them, against God, any defender. 

taqiyy [quasi-aet. part.] devout, pious, mindful of God, 
God-fearing (19:18) cjjS "(jj av jjLf / seek the Lord of 

Mercy’s protection against you if you are God-fearing (or, if you 
are a pious person or, if you are mindful of Him). 

SUj tuqdtun I [v. n.] being mindful, being in awe, fearing 
(3:102) jdi be mindful of God as is His due II [n./v. n.] 

fear, danger, wariness (3:28) slii ‘J Vj except when you are 

warily guarding against danger from them [also interpreted as: 
you are greatly fearing them]. 

taqwd [n.] mindfulness of God, awareness of God, piety 
(91:8) Urjii'j so He instilled into it [the capacity for] 

its lewdness (or, rebellion) and its piety. 

muttaqun [pi. of act. part. muttaqi] those who are 
mindful of God, the pious (39:33) JJk 5 U 
[jjaxdl he who brings the truth and accepts it—those are the [truly] 
pious. 

w-k-'’ walking stiek; food and nourishment; to lean, to recline; 
to tie up, to tighten up. Of this root, four forms occur 11 times in 
the Qur’an: &'jji ^atawakka^ once; yattakLun once; 
muttaki^un eight times and muttaka^ once. 

"’atawakka" [imperf. of v. V, intrans.] to lean on (20:18) 

&jji it is my staff, on which I lean. 

tj^yattaki'’ [imperf. of v. VIII tkil "’ittaka^’a, intrans.] to 
recline, to sit (43:34) and couches upon which 

they recline. 

muttakLun [pi. of act. part, muttaki'’] reclining, 
sitting (36:56) 'ciJ^ ffc. on couches reclining. 

muttaka'’ [n. of place] a eoueh, a seat [also interpreted as a 
banquet] (12:31) 0 ^ cLdsffj and she prepared for them a 

banquet/a [cushioned] couch. 



j/d/j w-k-d saddle straps, leather belt; intention; to tighten up; to be 
on target, to give support. Of this root, tawkid, occurs once in 
the Qur’ an. 

tawkid [v. n.] solemnising, ratifying, endorsing (16:91) V j 
UojS’jj jkj (jUiVl IjLoajj do not break oaths after their being 
solemnised. 

w-k-z to strike or poke with the fist, to slap, to thrust, to spur; 
to break; (of a snake) to bite. Of this root, jSj wakaza, occurs 
once in the Qur’an. 

yij wakaza i [v. trans.] to punch, to strike with one’s fist 
(28:15) fjSja so Moses struck him [with his fist] 

and killed him. 

w-k-l to depend on, to trust, to entrust, to take charge of; to be 
too lazy to do things for oneself; weakness; representative, proxy, 
guardian. Of this root, five forms occur 70 times in the Qur’an: 
JSj wakkala once; wukkila once; tawakkala 40 times; 
wakll 24 times and mutawakkilun four times. 

jij wakkala [v. II, trans.] to entrust with, to put in charge of 
(6:89) t^j IjliJ ll’ja t^j UKj jai We have [already] entrusted 

them to a people who do not disbelieve in them. 

jij wukkila [pass. v. II] to be entrusted with, to be put in 
charge of (32:11) ^ the Angel of Death, 

put in charge of you, will reclaim you. 

jkjtl tawakkala [v. V, intrans.] to put one’s absolute trust (in 
God) (11:56) <111 I put my trust in God. 

wakll [quasi-act. part.] 1 representative, advocate, 
defender, one who speaks up for another (4:109) JjI^j oloa 

[jjk) ■(> ).] 'fji but who will oppose God on their 
behalf on the Day of Resurrection, or who will be their defender? 
2 keeper, one in charge of, one who is entrusted with (6:66) 

JjS'jj cLA Ja jkll ja'j ^ your people rejected it, even 
though it is the truth-say, 7 am not a keeper over you ’ 3 protector 
(17:68) P or that He will [not] 



send a stone-pelting storm against you-then you will find no 
protector for you\ *(3:173) [an attribute of God] the 

Protector 4 witness, guarantor (12:66) U jc. Jli 
JjS'j Jjaj so when they had given him their pledge, he said, ‘God is 
Witness over what we say. ’ 

CjjWfut mutawakkilun [pi. of aet. part. mutawakkil] one 
who puts his trust in another/God (3:159) [j] 5 dll ijc. jk'j^ clUjc. lili 
[jjK'jidI so when you have decided [on a course of action], 

put your trust in God-God loves those who put their trust [in 
Him]. 

w-l-j land depression, valley, eave; door, entranee, doorway; 
to enter, to eause to enter; eonfidants, elose friends, assoeiates. Of 
this root, three forms oeeur 14 times in the Qur’an: ^ yalij three 
times; ’^fiyulij 10 times and walljatun onee. 

yalij [imperf. of v. walaja, intrans.] to enter, to 
penetrate (7:40) ^ and they 

will not enter the Garden until a thick rope passes through the 
eye of a needle. 

yulij [imperf. of v. IV ^awlaja, trans.] to eause to enter 
(22:61) jlpl jtpl He makes night enter 

into day, and day into night. 

walljatun [eoll. n.] elose friend(s) and assoeiate(s) (9:16) 
Vj Aljl-j Vj pi jji ‘of I Pj and take no 
confidant(s) apart from God, His Messenger and [other] 
believers. 

j/J/j w-l-d newly bom baby, boy, ehild, offspring; mother, father, 
parents; to give birth, to assist in bringing forth a baby, midwife; 
to multiply in number; plaee or time of birth; playmates. Of this 
root, 11 forms oeeur 102 times in the Qur’an: '4j walada six 
times; Pj wulida three times; "ij walad 33 times; jVjI ‘’awlad 23 
times; P'j walid three times; JPI'j waliddn 20 times; sP'j 
walidatun three times; ejl'P'j waliddt onee; pj walld onee; jl'ij 
wilddn six times and ijlp mawlud three times. 



jTj walada i [v. trans.] 1 to procreate, (of father or mother) to 
beget offspring (90:3) -iTj U'j Jjj and [I swear] by [the] parents 
and [the] ojfspring that they beget 2 to bear a child (11:72) 
jj^ Ui'j Uli woe is me!-shall I bear [a child] when I am an old 
woman? 

jfj wulida [pass, v.] to be bom (19:33) cualj plUfj and 

peace be upon me the day I was born. 

jij walad [n., pi. jVj! ^awlad] 1 child (2:233) uijj s'Jj V 
no mother shall be made to sujfer through her child 2 son (12:21) 
I'alj "J Uiii [ji he may be useful to us, or we may adopt 
him as a son 3 [coll, n.] children, offspring (18:39) U fji "jj 

laTjj VU although you see me as less than you in wealth and 
children. 

jllj walid [act. part./coll. n.] either father, (male) begetter, or 
(judging by the three contexts in which "J j occurs) parent, mother 
or father (31:33) -iltj V 11'^ and fear a Day when 

a parent shall not take the place of their child. 

S'jl) j walidatun [fern. act. part./n. pi. djlail j walidat] mother, one 
who gives birth (5:110) "jkjl remember My 

favour to you and to your mother. 

walidan [dual n.] mother and father, the [two] parents 
(17:23) and [He decreed that you] be kind to [your] 

parents. 

j/j walld I [quasi-act. part.] newly born (26:18) lioTj Ixji jJi 
did we not rear you among us when you were newly bom? II [n., 
pi. J'olj wildan] 1 child, youth (73:17) a Day 

which will turn children grey [haired] 2 youthful servants (56:17) 
y'alj eternally youthful servants will circulate 

among [wait upon] them. 

Vj- mawlud I [pass, part.] *(2:233) ^ jjTj- the man to whom 
the child is born, the father II [coll, n.] offspring, child, children 
(31:33) [jt jIa ja jjTjx V'j nor shall a child in the least 

take the place of his/her parent. 




w-l-y adjacency; to follow; to turn to/from; to befriend, to 
back up; to take control; helper, backer, guardian, benefactor; 
next of kin; patron, servant/master; companion, partner. As 
adjacency is the central meaning of this root some derivatives 
denote opposite meanings, e.g. master/servant. Of this root, 12 
forms occur 233 times in the Qur’an: yalT once; walla 30 

times; taw alia 79 times; Jfj wall once; muwalll once; 

waliyy 44 times; '’awliya'’ 42 times; walayatun twice; 
'^awla 11 times; ^awlayan once; mawla 18 times and 
mawall three times. 

JL yall [imperf. of v. waliya, trans.] to be adjacent to, to be 
alongside, to be next in place, time or relationship (9:123) ojill I jili 
jUSlI fight those of the disbelievers who are next to you. 

walla [v. II] I [intrans.] 1 to turn away, to recoil (31:7) lij j 
IjjSuA IxiUli jtfc. JCu when Our verses are recited to him, he 
turns away disdainfully 2 to turn, to face (2:115) pi I Uiti 
wherever you turn, there is God’s face II [trans.] 1 to turn 
something (2:177) Jj? 'Jjj "J j4l cwi 

goodness does not [merely] consist in turning your face towards 
East or West [in any particular direction] 2 [with prep. i>] to 
make turn away (2:142) I JS U what has 

made them turn away from the prayer direction they used to face? 
*(48:22) jIjjVi they would have taken flight [lit. turned their 
backs /tails] III [doubly trans.] 1 to cause something to turn away 
from (8:15) jtj'Al Ji. jTjj never turn your backs on them 2 to give 

authority over, to cause to be inclined towards (6:129) 

in this way. We give some of the unjust power 
over others’, *(4:115) U ^jj We will leave him to his own 
devices [lit. turn him towards his chosen path]. 

tawalla [v. V] I [intrans.] 1 to leave, to go one’s own way 
(2:205) tfcji 'jjj and when he goes away 

[from you] he sets out in the land to spread corruption therein 2 
to turn away, to run away (3:155) pji bj 

those of you who turned away on the day the two armies met [in 
battle] 3 to wander off, to withdraw (28:24) 
he watered [their flock] for them, then withdrew into the shade 
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*(51:39) (Jjja [Pharaoh] drew power from his position, he 
turned away [also interpreted as: he drew power from his 
supporters^ II [trans.] 1 to take eharge of, to take upon oneself 
(24:11) L-jli. kl ’“JS- ijy he who took upon himself 
the greatest part in it will have a painful chastisement 2 to ally 
oneself to, to seek support from, to give support to (5:56) Jji [>j 
[jjllUJI JJk 5 UII kljlojj kill whoever allies 

themselves to God, His Messenger and those who believe-the 
party of God surely will be triumphant. 

wall [aet. part.] proteetor, supporter, guardian, ally (13:11) 
J j 50 ji apart from Him, they have no protector. 

muwalli [aet. part.] one faeing or turning to or towards 
something, one eausing someone to faee or turn towards 
something (2:148) jk k^kj for each one there is a 
direction he takes (or, aeeording to another interpretation: He 
[God] directs him towards it). 

waliyy [quasi-aet. part./n., pi. '’awliyd'’] 1 proteetor, 
patron, ally (6:14) pI'jkJI jkli Jic.! shall I take 

for myself a protector other than God, the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth? 2 follower, ward, protege (10:62) V iCTjl [j] Sf! 
[jjj'jkk ‘fa, V J LJt'ji. as for those who are close to God [lit. 

follower, or, ward of God], there [should] be no concern about 
them, nor shall they grieve 3 ally, friend (3:28) V 

[jjioykS jji sCTji (jjjilkll the believers should not take the 
disbelievers as friends/allies in preference to believers 4 [jur.] 
legal guardian (2:282) (jl V "J l'<^ "J (jlk [jU 

Jidlj jA if the debtor is feeble-minded, weak or 

unable to dictate, then let his guardian dictate justly 5 [jur.] next 
of kin (17:33) ULLL. 5 urjl Ulka- Ikjiiko ]>j and whoever is slain 
unjustly—We have given mandate to the custodian of his rights 6 
deseendant, heir (19:5-6) 44^ so grant me a 

successor who will inherit me. 

(jjjk mawld [quasi-aet. part./n., pi. mawdll] 1 master, 
proteetor, patron (22:78) j* kii4 ' and hold fast to 

God-He is your Protector 2 ally, friend (44:41) [4 t/j- cs^ ^ 



a Day when no friend can take another’s place 3 kinfolk, 
dependants (19:5) ejji I fear [what] my kinfolk 

[may do] after me 4 [jur.] a freed slave (33:5) ijli 

(jjill ^ if you do not know their fathers, [address 

them as] your brothers-in-religion and mawdli (i.e., wards, 
proteges) 5 inheritor, heir (4:33) jklj 

j and for everything that parents and close relatives leave 
behind We have appointed heirs. 

waldyatun (also wildyatun) [v. n./n.] 1 support, 
hacking, succour (8:72) f‘^^ U I 

1 and those who believed but did not emigrate, you have 
nothing whatsoever to do with their protection until they emigrate 

2 sovereignty, sovereign power (18:44) 5 dl sovereignty 
is for God [alone], the True One. 

"flwZd [elat.] more/most deserving, having more/most right 
or claim to (3:68) liij 6j»^l J>jaI jjlj pallll (jj 

the people who are the most deserving of Abraham]’ s legacy] are 
those who truly follow him, this Prophet, and those who believe', 
*(75:34) 41—1 either from waliya, to come closely behind, 
(elliptically) [your end is] nearer to you, or from Jij wayl, agony; 
distress, woe to you! 

'’awlaydn [dual n.] the two more/most deserving, the two 
having more/most priority, the nearer/nearest; closer/closest 
(5:107) ‘1 .ftg4^4 

if it is discovered that these two have committed [lit. a 
sin\ perjury, two others [should] replace them from among those 
of the family of the deceased whose rights have been usurped, 
being the ones more deserving of standing witness (or, being the 
nearer to the deceased). 

i^/Cj/j w-n-y place of rest, relaxation; slackness, weakness; to delay; 
shortcoming, delaying; docks. Of this root, taniyd, occurs once 
in the Qur’ an. 

tani [imperf. of waniya, intrans.] to be slack, to be neg¬ 
ligent (20:42) J never be lax in remembering Me. 
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(_j/_fc/j w-h-b gift, donation, to give freely, to bestow; to last; to 
possess; small stream. Of this root, two forms occur 25 times in 
the Qur’an: sja'j wahaba 22 times and wahhab three times. 

tj* j wahaba a [v. trans.] to grant, to give freely, to bestow 
(19:19) to grant you a pure boy. 

LjIaj wahhab [intens. act. part.] one who is given to bestowing 
favours *(3:8) [an attribute of God] the Ever-Giving. 

jr/—fc/j w-h-j intense midday heat; to bum brightly, to blaze; to 
glitter, to glimmer, to twinkle, to sparkle; (of scent) to waft about. 
Of this root, wahhaj, occurs once in the Qur’an. 

jlAj wahhaj [intens. act. part.] glowing, glaring, blazing, 
glimmering, shining (78:13) and We installed a 

blazing lamp [in the heavens]. 

Ol—Hi/j w-h-n to be weak, to be feeble, to be infirm, to be languid, to 
be lethargic; the last hours of the night. Of this root, four forms 
occur nine times in the Qur’an: oaj wahana five times; wahn 
twice; "J ^awhan once and o* muhin once. 

(IjAj wahana i [v. intrans.] 1 to become feeble, to weaken 
(19:4) JxtuJI oa'j the bones within me have weakened 2 to 
tire, to become reticent, to become faint-hearted (4:104) ^ 1 jV V j 
fliil do not be faint-hearted in pursuing the enemy. 

wahn [v. n.] weakness, feebleness (31:14) Uaj 
(>' j his mother carried him, [with weakness upon weakness] 
weakening increasingly. 

Cykji ^awhan [elat.] weaker/weakest, more/most fragile or frail 
(29:41) pjjsidl [jjj but the frailest of [all] houses is 

the house of the spider. 

"CjkfA muhin [act. part.] one that causes weakness (8:18) ‘Jj 
[jjjaisil [jA and God will weaken the disbelievers ’ designs. 

w-h-y crack, weakness, to slacken, to collapse, to fall down, 
to become frayed; to act foolishly. Of this root, j (wdhiyatun), 
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occurs once in the Qur’ an. 

wdhiyatun [fem. act. part.] frail, fragile, collapsing, in 
tatters (69:16) the sky will be torn apart; 

on that Day it will be so frail. 

way [interjection occurring twice in the Qur’an, followed in both 
cases by the particle ‘cJs. ka^’anna ‘as if, both of which are often 
joined in writing as a single word wayka^’anna] what an 
amazing thing! (28:82) I'jjki (jjill 

jij il2u those who had wished, the day 

before, to be in his place, exclaimed, ‘What an amazing thing!-[it 
seems] as if it is God [alone] who increases or decreases the 
provision to whomever of His servants He wills. ’ 

<iijj wayka^’annahu (see '(jj way). 

Jij way I (no verbal root) [interjection occurring 40 times in the 
Qur’an and used either nominally, with or without a definite 
article, or adverbially] I [nominal] 1 retribution, punishment 
(21:18) woe to you because of all the falsehood 

you detail 2 distress, agony, woe (19:37) fji ,44- I> ^ Jija 

woe to those who disbelieve in the scene of an awesome Day 
II [adverbial, with a pronominal suffix, as in 41Lj waylaka', 
exclamation is increased by augmenting the suffixed lJjj wayl 
with the quasi-vocative particle U yd (q.v.), as in uij U yd 
wayland, or with U yd and the feminine yd marker cj ta, as in 1) 
hulljyd waylatand] 1 [warning] be warned!, beware! (20:61) V 
UiS 5011 ^ I beware!-do not invent lies against God 2 
[exclamation of anguish] woe upon (21:46) hS hj ULjh woe 
betide us!—we have been unjust. 




fUl ^al-yd'’ the twenty-eighth letter of the alphabet representing 
either a palatal semi-vowel y, as in ji yaqdir, or an 
approximately close, front, unrounded, long vowel I, as in jj-a 
qadir. 

ig yA l'^^ person sing, pronominal suffix functioning either as a 
possessive pronoun as in rabbi, mahydya, or as a direct 
object such as in ^udhkurnl. yA is often elided when in a 

pre-pausal position at the end of a verse in order to, among other 
things, establish cohesion with the adjacent verse/s by means of 
rhyming with it/them. For example (26:77) Vj "(4-“!^ 

they are an enemy to me, except the Lord of all beings', (26:78) 
the One Who created me, and who guides me', 
(26:79) j* the One who gives me to eat and to 

drink', (26:80) 44^ ciliajlo lij'j and if I become sick. He heals 

me', (26:81) the One who makes me die, then 

gives me life', (26:82) ojill J."jj 'Jiu ‘j and the 

One I hope shall forgive me my sin on the Day of Doom. The final 
yA in the four verses (26:78-81) is elided in harmony with the 
preceding verse (26:77) and the following one (26:82). 

4 yd particle, occurring some 361 times in the Qur’an, which 
functions as: I [vocative long-distance particle U), as it is 
termed by the grammarians]. The distance implied by the use of 
this particle is further emphasised by adding '’ayyuhd for 
masculine and Ayyatuhd for feminine nouns, singular and 
plural. The implied distance may be either physical or 
non-physical (see also: jj dhu). Contextualised manipulation of 
the yd particle, as with other vocative particles such as \ '’a, can 



express various speaker attitudes toward addressees, such as 
respect, contempt, veneration, intimacy, etc. For example, the use 
of the emphasising long-distance particle ya-^’ayyuhd in 
addressing the disbelievers in verse (109:1-2) U 

you disbelievers! I do not worship what you worship, gives 
a heightened sense of the believers’ rejection of idol worshipping 
and desire to distance themselves from the practice of idolatry. 
On the other hand, a sense of closeness and intimacy is indicated 
by the omission of the vocative particle entirely when the 
believers address God, in verse (2:286) "J bj V Gu'j 
our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or make mistakes II 
[exclamatory particle; also used with layta or ijij wayla (q.v.)] 
‘oh, what a thing!’ (12:19) "fkt. li* Jla ‘what good tidings!’ 
he exclaimed, ‘Here is a boy! ’ 

Ya^’juj (see ^f^txMayuj, Magog). 

0'/V<^ y-^’-s to despair, to give up all hope, desperation; to reach the 
age of infertility; to come to know. Of this root, three forms occur 
13 times in the Qur’an: ya^’isa eight times; ‘’istay^’asa 

twice and o^Juya^’us three times. 

o^ya^’isa a [v. intrans.] 1 to despair, to give up all hope 
(60:13) 't> Ijl^ oa they have given up all hope of the life to 

come 2 to come to know, to realise (13:31) ji ‘j 

kill iUlu do the believers not realise that if God had 
so willed. He could have guided all humankind? 

ya^’us [intens. act. part.] despondent, given to despairing, 
prone to giving up hope (41:49) ^ bj j but if evil 

touches him he loses all hope and becomes utterly despondent. 

hstay^’asa [v. X intrans.] to reach utter despair, to give 
up completely (12:110) Ijlis ja IJL^ll |jj ^ 

Ujlaj till [the time] when the messengers lost all hope and thought 
that they had been dismissed as liars. Our help came to them. 

ejjSlj ydqut [coll. n. of Greek origin, thought to have come through 
Persian. It appears once in the Qur’an] rubies (55:58) e^jaUI ‘fjs 



1054 


U-/v/(i 

j they are like rubies and coral. 

y-b-s dry land (as opposed to the sea), hard, arid; to be 
afflieted with famine; to keep silent, to be too drunk; to have 
unpleasant eountenanees. Of this root, three forms oeeur four 
times in the Qur’an: yabas onee; ydbis onee and 

ydbisdt twiee. 

o-jj yabas [v. n./quasi-aet. part.] dryness/dry (20:77) 

Hi jkall lijL and strike for them a path across the sea [which 
will become] dry. 

ydbis [quasi-aet. part., pi. fern. euUjU ydbisdt] dry, 
withered (12:43) pHu'j and seven green ears 

of com and [seven] others withered. 

y-t-m to be one of a kind, to be the best; to beeome detaehed; 
an orphan, weak. Of this root, three forms oeeur 23 times in the 
Qur’an: ^ yatlm eight times; yatimayn onee and 
yatdmd 14 times. 

jkuj yatlm [n., dual oW" yatlrndm, plural yatdmd] orphan 
(6:152) ils! ^ ^ (^1 JU I jjjSj Vj and do not 

come near the property of the orphan, except with the best [of 
intentions], until they reach their strength. 

Ljjjjj Yathrib [proper name, oeeurring onee in the Qur’an] Yathrib, 
the pre-Islamie name of Medina in Arabia (33:13) jj j 

I jk?.jla )>kj y ijl lSaIIj and when some of them said, ‘People of 
Yathrib, there is no stand [possible] for you, so go back!’ 

(4hits y-d-y hand, palm, forearm, handle, to be handy, possession; 
unity, power, assistanee; to give, favour; to have influenee on 
others; to seatter. Of this root, three forms oeeur 121 times in the 
Qur’an: H yad 22 times; yaddn 33 times and aydi 66 
times. 

Juyad [n., dual cjAiyaddn, pi. ^^4 ‘’aydl] 1 hand (7:108) 
and he pulled out his hand 2 eontrol, power (2:237) "J 




S-jaL or the one who has control of the marriage tie waives 
foregoes his/her rights^ 3 possession (8:70) ‘^4 cs? l15 

tell the war captives in your hands', *(38:45) 
people of power, *(7:57) 5'4^'j 'JL 1'^ j*j tie it 

is who sends the winds, bearing good tidings, ahead of His mercy 
[lit. ‘iffi 'Jm in front of, ahead of\', *(17:29) 41^ 21.^ 7'j 

1=1411 JS tjJaLi Vj and do not be stingy [lit. let your hand be 
chained to your neck], nor extravagant [lit. nor outspread it in 
complete spreading]', *(14:9) ‘^4 'j4ja they were unable 

to give an answer, they were unable to argue, they tried to 
suppress their anger or, they tried to hide their laughter [lit. they 
put their hands in/over their mouths]', *(7:149) l=a4 they 

came to wring their hands in remorse, became regretful, or, 
confounded [lit. it was made to fall into their hands, a reference, 
perhaps, to the striking of hands together as a sign of 
helplessness]; *(9:29) 4 ‘cf by hand, willingly, *(78:40) U 

what he has committed in his life [lit. what his hands have 
advanced]', *(2:195) Ijih Vj and do not cast 

yourselves into destruction [lit. by your own hands]', *(48:20) 

tjjl! and He stayed the hands of the people [the enemy] 
from you', *(48:10) Jja fdll 4 God is their partner [lit. the 
hand of God is over their hands]', *(25:27) ^4 JJU4I [>44 
and on the day when the unjust will be full of remorse [lit. biting 
his hands]. 

Ydsln [name of Sura 36, also occurring in the first verse of that 
Sura] variously interpreted as an epithet of the Prophet 
Muhammad, a vocative sentence consisting of particle 4 yd plus 
ofe-- sin meaning "humankind’ in one of the Arabian dialects, a 
borrowing from Ethiopic meaning ‘O Humankind!’, or single 
letters opening the Sura (seejll '’alif-ldm-rdf (36:1-3) cjlj4!j a4 
[>1 21ji Ydsln!, by the wise Qur’an, you are of the 
Messengers. 

y-s-r left (side); game of chance; butcher, to divide up into 
small amounts; to facilitate, to ease; to pave; to become lenient, to 
become accommodating; to become available, to be easy, to be 



comfortable (in means). Of this root, nine forms occur 44 times in 
the Qur’an: >4 yassara 11 times; tayassara twice; 
^istaysara twice; yusr seven times; yasir 15 times; ij'J^ 
yusra twice; maysur once; maysaratun once and 
maysir three times. 

yassara [v. II trans.] 1 to make something easy, to 
facilitate something (54:32) jkill Ji'jSlI U'J-u jSTj 'We have made the 
Qur’an easy for remembrance 2 to enable someone, to make 
someone fit for something, to make someone worthy of (92:7) 
i’jLoLia We will incline him towards the easier [way of 
living/manner] [also interpreted as: make him more charitable, 
make him comfortable/ajfable]. 

tayassara [v. V intrans.] to become possible, to become 
facilitated, to become within one’s ability (73:20) 't> 'jl4i U Iji'jali 
so recite as much of the Qur’an as is feasible. 

""istaysara [v. X intrans.] to be easily available, to be 
easily obtainable (2:196) Ui then [offer] whatever 

sacrificial animal that becomes available [to you]. 

>uu yusr [v. n./n.] easiness, facility, that which is easy (94:5) 
I'jlu ^ [jli so truly, there is ease alongside hardship. 

jouu yasir [quasi-act. part.] 1 easy (29:19) jj^ fdll 211j [jj 
indeed, this is easy for God 2 little, small (12:65) ji-u jk 211j that 
is a small measure [also interpreted as: easy to obtain] 3 light, 
easily bearable (84:8) so We call him to 

account with a light reckoning. 

jJJj yusra [elat./n.] easier, easiest; more/most charitable/ 
generous (92:7) We will incline him towards the 

easier [way of living/manner] [also interpreted as: make him 
more charitable, make him comfortable/affable]. 

maysur [pass, part.] facilitated, made easy, gentle, kind, 
amiable *(17:28) fjj24o gentle talk. 

imaysaratun [v. n./n.] prosperity, relaxation of financial 
hardship, ease (2:280) -ffA. jj [jlS and if there is 

a hard up [debtor] then a respite [is in order] until a [time of] 




prosperity. 

maysir [n.] the name of a game of ehanee based upon 
drawing lots (2:219) jojS pj Ja 0 =- they ask 

you [Prophet] about intoxicants and gambling: say, ‘There is 
great sin in both. ’ 

5^1 '’alyasa‘'a (see alphabetieally). 

ljjSju Ya‘'qub [proper name, oeeurring 16 times in the Qur’an] the 
Prophet Jaeob (ef. Gen. XXV; XXVIl). (19:49) ^ j 

^ We granted him Isaac and Jacob and We made each 

[of them] a prophet. The Qur’an mentions Jaeob mainly in the 
eontext of plaeing him with other patriarehal prophets. However, 
he is mentioned in some detail, not by name but merely as 
Joseph’s father, in Surat Yusuf (ef.), whieh reeounts the story of 
Joseph from early ehildhood until he beeame eustodian of the 
treasury of Egypt, eventually bringing his parents, his brothers 
and their entire household to settle in Egypt (12:99). Erom the 
way the Qur’an tells the story, it is possible to infer that the aetion 
taken against the ehild Joseph by his brothers eame as a result of 
Jaeob’s unequal treatment of his sons (12:7-9). 

Ya’^uq [proper name, oeeurring onee in the Qur’an] pre-Islamie 
Arabian idol, said to have been in the form of a horse. Ya‘’uq’s 
eult is said to have originated in Syria and Babylonia (71:23) ... 
Ijlu'j tjjij'j V'j li-ljlu V'j \‘£j ‘jjjj V'j ... and do not renounce 
Wadd, Suwd‘', Yaghuth, Ya'^uq or Nasr. 

dijij Yaghuth [proper name, oeeurring onee in the Qur’an] 
pre-Islamie Arabian idol whieh, aeeording to some sourees, was 
in the form of a lion. The eult is thought to have originated in 
Syria and Babylonia (71:23) ijyuj djjii Vj Vj Ijj ‘ffSi Sfj ... 
rjuu'j ... and do not renounce Wadd, Suwd'^, Yaghuth, Ya^uq or 
Nasr. 

yaqtln [eoll. n. said to be of Hebrew origin, oeeurring onee in 
the Qur’an] gourd (37:146) die. and We made a 
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gourd bush to grow over him. 

y-q-?. to be awake, to be alert, to be attentive, to stir up, 
vigilance. Of this root, k-lit '’ayqdi occurs only once in the 
Qur’ an. 

lali) ^ayqdi [pi. of intens. act. part, yaqi^] awake, alert (18:18) 
jjaj JJk'j Uilaul you would have thought they were awake, 

though they lay asleep. 

y-q-n to be certain, to verify; conviction, unshakeable belief. 
Of this root, five forms occur 28 times in the Qur’an: yuqin 

12 times; dstayqana twice; yaqln eight times; 

muqinun five times and mustayqinun once. 

C^Ji yuqin [imperf. of v. IV (ja)! ^ayqana, intrans.] to firmly 
believe (2:4) and in the Hereafter they firmly 

believe. 

dstayqana [v. X ] I [intrans.] to reach a firm belief 
(74:31) Ijjjl jjill that those who were given the Book 
become certain II [trans.] to find something absolutely certain, to 
ascertain, to verify (27:14) ffLj Udi. I jika-j they 

denied them, even though their souls acknowledged them as true, 
out of wickedness and arrogance. 

yaqln I [n.] a certainty (74:47) Ub! ^ until the 
Certainty [death] came upon us II [quasi-act. part.] certain, sure 
(27:22) oji Ui; til.- o- 41ua.j and I came to you from Sheba with a 
sure item of news. 

muqinun [pi. of act. part. muqin] one who firmly 
believes, one who is certain, sure (6:75) 't> 'oJ^j that he 

might be one of the firm believers. 

mustayqinun [pi. of act. part. Jkfid mustayqin] one 
who has verified his beliefs, one who is absolutely certain, 
assured (45:32) Uj Ui Vj jdj we only hazard a 

guess; we are not unshakably certain. 

'^yamm [n., said to be of Syriac, Hebrew or Coptic origin; it appears 




eight times in the Qur’an] 1 sea (20:78) and 

there overwhelmed them from the sea, a terrible doom [lit. there 
overwhelmed them, from the sea, what overwhelmed them] 2 
river, great waters (20:39) "^1 iJ P J 

cast him in the chest, then cast it in the river, then let the 
river/sea [great waters] cast it on the bank. 


^ tayammama (see (»/(»/) ■’-m-m). 


y-m-n right hand, right side; oath; power; truth, generosity; to 
incline to the right; to be auspicious; to go towards Yemen. Of 
this root, four forms occur 71 times in the Qur’an: yamln 24 

times; '’aymdn 41 times; c>4 '’ayman three times and 54^ 
maymanatun three times. 

dm yamln [n.] 1 right hand (37:93) '4’j^ 

turned upon them, striking with the right [hand]', *(33:52) cjSIo U 
41u,4 [what your right hand owns] your slaves', *(39:67) eul 

tijljjko and the heavens are completely in His power [lit. and 
the heavens are rolled up in His right hand] 2 right-hand side 
(34:15) JU<ui'j cm ‘cf^ cPm two gardens, [one] on the right, and 
[one on] the left', *(56:27) 0*4^' (epithet for the saved) the 

guided ones, the righteous, [lit. people of the right-hand side] 
*(37:28) interpreted either as: you approached us 

[from the right-hand side] from the unguarded side, taking 
advantage of our trust in you or using power and compulsion 
[against us] [lit. by the right-hand]. 

cf4 '’ayman [n. pi. of Cmyamm] 1 right-hand sides (7:17) j 
■^U<uS from their right and from their left 2 oaths (5:89) 

jilllj 4111 y God does not take you to task for what is 

unintentional in your oaths 3 pacts, covenants (16:91) Ijl:^ V'j 
UjjS’jj m 'cf4^\ do not break oaths after their being confirmed. 

Cy4 '’ayman [quasi-act. part.] that which is to the right-hand 
side (19:52) crn^^ ^4^ I> ili'-sU'j and We called to him from 
the right-hand side of the Mount. 

maymanatun [n.] the right-hand side *(90:18) Lil41ai 2111jl 



those shall be the saved ones [lit. the people of the 
right-hand side^. 

y-n-‘' to blossom, to ripen, to mellow, to reaeh the glory of 
maturity, (of fruit and vegetables) to reaeh the pieking stage, (of a 
woman) to be rosy-eheeked. Of this root, ^ yan’' oeeurs onee in 
the Qur’an. 

jjj yan'" [n./v. n.] ripeness, sheen (6:99) (Jj I 

behold their fruits as they come to fruition; and [behold] their 
ripeness and sheen. 

Jjfj yahud [eoll. n. of Hebrew origin, oeeurring eight times in the 
Qur’an (see h^-d)] Jews (2:120) Vj ‘cfj 

never will the Jews be pleased with you, nor 
the Christians, unless you follow their own creeds. 

jij^yahudiyy [rel. adj. oeeurring onee in the Qur’an] Jewish, 
a Jew (3:67) Yj 'JS. U Abraham was neither a 

Jew nor a Christian. 

Yusuf [proper name, oeeurring 27 times in the Qur’an] the 
Prophet Joseph (ef. Gen. XXX-L) (12:7) cn'f- 'iP ‘d\ 

[jjJjlUl there are in Joseph and his brothers lessons for those who 
seek them. The Qur’an tells of the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers, 
at whose hand he is east into a deep well, his rise from near death 
and unjust imprisonment to beeome the keeper of the king’s 
storehouses, beeause of his God-given ability to interpret dreams. 
The Qur’anie aeeount of his story ends with the fulfilment of 
Joseph’s first dream, and his reunion with his family. Joseph is 
also mentioned in two other Qur’anie suras: (8:64) and (40:34); 
* name of Sura 12, Meeean sura, so-named beeause of the 
referenee in verses 4-104 to the story of "Joseph". 

y-w-m day; today, the present; age, era, time; a eertain 
oeeurrenee, a signifieant happening, oeeasion; battle; the 
universe. Of this root, four forms appear 472 times in the Qur’an: 
fji yawm 373 times; yawmayn three times; '’ayydm 27 



times and '^‘jiyawma^’idhin 69 times. 

yawm [n., dual c)^ji yawmdn and pi. ^ayydm] 1 day 
(18:19) we have remained a day or part of a day 

*(32:5) 11- < 1.0 Djlaa- (jlk a very long time [lit. a day 

that will measure a thousand years in your reckoning]', 
*(20:59) ’fji the day of the festival [lit. the day of adornment]', 
*(2:203) eulijik- the three days following the Festival of 
Sacrifice during which pilgrims spend at least two days at Mina, 
near Mecca [lit. the numbered days]', *(22:28) pUjll the five 
days of the pilgrimage [lit. well-known days ]; * in the 
following expressions refers to the Day of Judgement: *(2:8) (.jll 
j^Vl the Last Day, *(40:18) the Day of the Approaching 

[Doom]', *(11:26) the Painful Day, *(30:56) iHjII the 

Day of the Resurrection', *(64:9) iIhUjII the Day of Settling 
Accounts between People or the Day of Mutual Neglect [lit. the 
day of mutual injustice]', *(40:15) tptill the Day of Meeting 
[with God]', *(40:32) the Day of Calling [one another in 

distress or to the reckoning]; *(76:27) 51^ Uj) Day of Reckoning 
[lit. a burdensome day]; (42:7) ,*1^1 the Day of Gathering; 
*(38:16) the Day of Reckoning; *(19:39) s'jUJl the 

Day of Regrets; *(78:39) the True Day; *(50:42) jrjjlll 

the Day of Emergence; *(50:34) j jkJI the Day of Eternity; 

*(1:4) oiill fji the Day of Judgement; *(76:10) a 

woefully grim day [lit. a frowning grim day]; *(10:15) an 

Awesome Day; *(22:55) ^ a Barren Day [lit. a day void of 
all hope]; *(32:29) the Day of Decision; *(37:21) 

the Day of Separation [between the false and the true] (also said 
to refer to the day of the battle of Badr), q.v.; *(11:3) jxA a 
Great Day; *(11:84) an Encompassing Day; *(56:50) 

^ jko a Predetermined Day; *(85:2) j the Promised Day; 
* (50:20) Jjtjll the Threatened Day; *(86:9) jjIjUI the 

Day when Secrets are Tested; *(44:61) the 

Day on which We will inflict the Mightiest Onslaught; *(37:144) 
djiSui jji the Day on which they [the dead] are Resurrrected; 
*(2:48) duS ‘cfi- a Day when no soul shall stand 

in place of another; *(31:33) "J j V a Day when 

no parent/father will take the place of their child; *(73:17) 
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a Day which will turn children grey [haired]', 
*(66:8) ^ I fji the Day when God will 
not disgrace the Prophet or those who have believed with him', 
*(54:6) the Day the Summoner will summon 

to a horrific, (or denied) event, *(52:13) jlj 'ff the 

Day they will be thrust into the Fire of Hell violently, *(79:35) 'ff 
U (jUjVI jkjju the Day on which man will remember what he 
had endeavoured [to do[ (or, his endeavour)', *(73:14) ^jkj5 'ff 
JUaJl'j the Day when the earth and the mountains will 

shake', *(79:6) 'ff the Day when the shaker [i.e. the 

first blast] will shake', *(50:42) 'oJk^ 'ffi on the Day 

when they will hear the cry in truth', *(50:44) 544 ^ a^jVl 

upon the Day when the earth is split asunder from about 
them, [the dead emerging] in haste', *(21:104) iU«Ul ffi 
on the Day, We will roll up the sky the way a scribe 
rolls up written scrolls (or, the way a folded scroll rolls over the 
writings)', *(52:46) UkS "4^24 V J."jj the Day when their 

tricks will be of no avail to them', *(80:34) ji the 

day man will flee from his own brother, *(24:37) k jffll 5 ui Ljlau 'Ctfi 
j a Day in which hearts and eyes will writhe', *(40:51) 'ffi 
J.jaj the Day when witnesses will arise', *(78:38) \ J>j4 ffi 

on the Day when the Spirit and the angels will stand 
in line', *(83:6) IJJ J.j4 'ffi the Day when humankind 

will stand before the Lord of All Beings', *(68:42) jjU ‘cfi 
the Day when matters become dire [lit. the day when legs are 
bared]', *{76:7) ffd.A ’JjA (jlS 14(4 Day whose evil is wide 
spreading', *(101:4) (jitjallS (^Ull (jjS) (.(4 the Day when 

people will be like scattered moths', *(52:9) Ijj- jjk J.(4 on 
the Day when the sky will sway back and forth violently, *(50:41) 
tjja tjlko plkll pli J.(4 the Day when the caller will call from a 
nearby place', *(77:35) V 'ffi the Day they will not [be able 
to] speak', *(78:40) ilk 14 ij411 14^ }>(« the Day when a man 
will see what his hands have sent ahead', *(6:73) J.(4 

the Day the Trumpet will be blown', *(40:52) 'jjklijl ^ V 'ffi 
the Day when excuses will not profit the unjust, *(26:88) 
uj 4 7 j JU ^ V J.(4 the Day when neither wealth nor children will 
avail', *(2:254) Sj Vj 5 ^? ^ 7 J.(4 a Day when there will 
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be no trading, no friendship, and no intercession; *(30:43) V 
y Jjix a Day which cannot be averted; *(51:13) 'ci^ jljll Jc. J."jj 
the Day they shall be tried at the Fire; *(52:45) ^ 

their Day wherein they will be thunderstruck; *(43:83) 

their Day, which they have been promised 2 
'^al-yawm] today, this day (5:5) J?-l J.j4l today all good 

things are made lawful to you 3 battle, momentous event *(14:5) 
5 dll ‘^‘^'Sjand remind them of the hardships/battles [that were 
borne out/fought for] God; *(40:30) J'JkVl days in which 
punishment was inflicted upon the various peoples who rejected 
previous prophets [lit. the day of the parties, confederates^, 
*(8:41) fji [lit. the day when the two hosts met in 

battle^, another term for J.jj (q.v.) *(8:41) J.jj 

interpreted either as: the day when the Muslims and Quraysh 
fought their first battle at Badr (2 A.H/623 A.D.), or (3:155, 166) 
the day when the armies of Quraysh and its allies fought the 
Muslims in the battle of ^uhud (3 A.H./624 A.D.), the day of the 
battle of Badr (q.v.) [lit. the day of separation, sorting out, 
decision or the day when the true was distinguished from the 
false]. 

yawmaddhin [adverbial unit consisting of yawm day 
+ jj '’idh when + tanwln of compensation indicating an elided part 
of the discourse (see b -n) ‘on the day when [the previously 
mentioned event] has happened/will happen...’ (74:8-9) jaj liU 
jijc 211ja jjalill when the trumpet is sounded: that [the day 

when the trumpet is sounded] will be a Day of anguish. 

0-4jj Yunus [proper name, occurring four times in the Qur’an] the 
Prophet Jonah (cf. Jon. Ill); (37:139) 'oA 'cAfi bjj surely, 

Jonah too was one of the messengers. Jonah is mentioned five 
times in the Qur’an (in one instance he is referred to as dhu’l-nun 
(q.v.), while at a second juncture the term sahib '’al-hut ‘the man 
of the whale’ is used. The Qur’an describes how Jonah, dismayed 
by his people’s failure to heed his guidance, fled on board an 
overloaded ship. When the ship encountered a storm, lots were 
cast for who should be thrown overboard: this fate fell upon 
Jonah, whereupon a great fish swallowed him (37:139^7). The 




Qur’ an states that had it not been for the fact that he was ‘of those 
who glorified God’, he would have remained in the whale’s belly 
‘until the Day when all are raised’ (cf 68:48-50). As for the 
people of Jonah, the Qur’an relates that they ‘believed’ and were 
spared the wrath of God (10:99); * name of Sura 10, Meccan 
sura, so-named because of the reference in 10:98 to the people of 
"Jonah’. 
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C^^lia^l iAia^iLLiiVl InU^l tO^ia^ OJ ia^l ^Ia. ^^1 

.1956sjAlill 

t^_^l2ill jS41 (_5-aa-o41 (jj o^ioJl (jj (OM^l Oi t^oll Jl jll 

.2000 ^oaUJI l_u^ 1 jb tdjjj^ g jj»\l jl JJ^I jiwiiall 

O^ball jb ‘'-^JO:3J .^l-^'^'J-*' jJJAjd to^o^l Jalall dlb^jia C^^l^AL-aVl LJtl'jll 

.1972 ^Jj41j o^ullj ^Uiail 

(JoiaJl .i^ (jjq^'i i^jljC-lj oij41 ;^U-0 tci^ tjj CiJ^Jl [jJ ^l^jl jjI t^l^oll 

.1974 Ajo^Sfl i^Ua-all A-aljLll '^^jj H teoAlsll a-i^ 

J^l jj! ‘ Jjal^ j>jlc- O ‘‘*' O! Oi-^^ J-^ ‘I^jj^' 

.1957 ‘Sj^' 

O-^b-a jb tdlJO^ tjJJSad t4.&!i\.41 ^Jjjbul tOAC. Alii ^fciiil41 0^1 tQ'Jt'il'^ ■ft'jll 

.1979 

‘‘^jj^ tJjj^l JjjbVl oj^j qc, cjUiiHl t_ 

,di ,LJ toAillj ^1 jbW ^J3t-all jb 

^jjAad i bUf^l U-flo^Iul O^utaj JaliaJl adac- t^l^l.^^ ^ U-dkijj ^ da^l t^^^oiaJl ^joAMtll 
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.1996 aiaUJI jb oj^ .laa-ft 

t^lA ^Lui O-aa-a C5^ O^V' lE^ 

.dj .L^ (AxaLtil L;Ju£ 11 ^b 

Ljla^l jb tdijj^ Jjli (Jja^ J^Eiajllj eUi^Vl t_ 

.1984 

'jjms'i qaAa ljI^I (Jjiill 4-il4 i _ 

.1924 ^U1 

.di .LJ i^oji-a tAiill ‘_ 

^!ib41 .1^ Aa‘\,a cr^ t^^^jb-all 4jdl^ c0.aa..a Xa^l t^^jb-all 

.2000 aiaLlII l_u£ 11 jb tdijj^ t^j^Uiu 

tdlj^^ t6.i^ 'JJt‘i^'i t^LaA t^^Uudall 

.2000 Alakll jb 

t-iiSlI jb tljijail Jjjb (jLJI ij^U. i JJJ^ llw ji.^ ‘lSjAII 

.1999 2u-kll 

. 1987'tJjjLiiLaJ 

jloil tejAlill tjlaall ^^glc. Aa~\ a ‘-^^3 3^ ^J^3 tp'jil' 

‘3:J3*^' (■ Vi1 ln\ 3^^' 3^ daa-a tJ3'^Ej3jJ:iii' 

ik^^\ lp*M' Sj 13 j rojAlall cjM' ^ 3:J^ 

.1996 3j 1 Jill 

c JxiLjall ^L-a ^la. (Jiidj t^j^ll jljall ^ jjUajll j a^jll Jj 3jj^ t[^jlall 

.1988 ^U:ill Sj 13 j ol^ 

^Ll*i jJjAaJ ‘jl^^l i^lajl t^^jb-aiSfl da^l Jj :'iA‘\ a Alii .1^ ^1 

.2000 Al.ai*-ll Lji^l jb tdljj^ ^^.aiajL-axi 

* J jj ‘-^'3 c 53^ J:J^3 3:3^ ‘3^ j^' j^j 3 j jj' 

.1980-1977 c^Ull Wa. cUilijVl 

1^1 <**uiija Jj\‘>,il~^^'^ jl^^l Jalill ^jjjj.ola t^jjjL^ Alii .1^ t^^jAill 

.1981 ^Ull ^ISill 

L^ltjj jlj^l L^l^ J:f*^ ‘(3^' J j >* i^ Jj Oaa-A Jj JlioJI Jj 31 ^UaJ 

.1996 ^34x11 C Tl^ll jb tdljj^ tdljOAC. bJ JaiJa tjla^l 
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tjj <i3)l .1^ .1^ 

.1985 L-u^' ^Ic. tdjjj^ ^Lui oa-a-A 

jb tejAlill ‘OJjIa ^a^iLuill CLjlj^ll ^jLo^ jjj J^^ac. 

.1966 

.1994 jb s>lill J jill JiUlV o-j^' ^ 

• 1972 jl.2 te^_)Alill C5^ lIiLujIjJ t(^LiJl ifl i-A-tuiaC. 

•aIaSj AUilllj fcd^lAC- 

• 1988 aILuj^I 4,> 1 1 > 1 1 ^ tdij^)^ .lalalV ^->-^.ail 

ijjai\ djl^U^I ^--^■■ 1 t^Lui i^txa-o i^y>£. 

• 1999 


• 1988 Aaixo -GifLi tSjAlall (jijall (»?•*-“ ‘SjaIsIIj a 

aILui^I 4,11 1 11 1 ^ (jrjaaj jLa-tt ta.'ljjfx ^1 n.<i\l ^jj 

• 1981 

te^)Al4ll tAjl ^ ill it!ul (jrjaaj ^Uajll j el^Vi A\i\ 1 ^Laolui jjj 

• 1975 ^tiSU iuUll A%ll 

Sjl jj Olijij tjjxiUiall j>jLa. (jji^ Ijjtjill JSJxo iin’l'l xJUa j_jjl (jj 

• 1975 ^1 jJI (. 51 <xVl 
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